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SATURDAY,  Jiugust  I,  177S. 

Aletter,  ofJvlj  3dd,  froib  mo.  Armstrong,  was  read ; 

Ordered  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  letters  from  gefi.  Washineton,  one  dated  June  18th^  and  the  o^er 
3iil|  2Stb»  with  a  copy  of  general  orders  respecting  the  office  of  inspector- 
gpjsreral,  were  read : 

Ordmd,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  CQmmittee  of  three:  the  mem- 
beis  dioceD,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Boudinot,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  of  July  31st,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read*  representing  tha^ 
parsnant  to  the  orders  of  Congress.  Cornelius  Sweers  has  been  secured  in 
snch  manner  as  the  board  of  war  deemed  sufficient,  while  it  remained  in  ^ 
degree  doabtlhl,  whether  or  not  he  had  been  guilty  of  frauds  i|gaiQ9t  the 
«U.tei;  that  the  matter  being  now  reduced  to  a  certainty,  and  the  sums  de- 
ficient amoantiog  to  many  thousand  pounds,  the  board  are  uneasy  at  his  r^- 
muttiag  gauded  only  by  Gentries,  and  those  of  raw  troops  :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commissary-eeneral  of  military 
Steves,  now  in  custody  by  order  of  this  house,  be  immediately  closelr  con- 
toed  in  the  public  gaol  within  this  city,  and  that  he  be  chained  Mritn  ms^l- 
coiidact  in  his  office  generally,  and  particularly  with  the  crime  of  forgery. 

Besohed,  That  the  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  keepers  of  their  gaol  to  receive  into  custody,  and  safe- 
ly keep,  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Oraered,  That  the  letter  from  the  board  of  war  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Clifton,  and  that  the  committee  be  di* 
lected  to  report  on  the  mode  of  trying  Cornelius  l^weers  and  bringing  him 
toiostice. 

Aemdved,  That  a  committee  ^fihcf^be  appointed  to  consider  of  and  se- 
port  to  Congress  such  recommendations  to  oie  legislatures  of  the  several 
states  for  the  enacting  of  laws,  calculated  to  enable  Congress,  as  the  super- 
intending executive  of  the  United  States,  to  proceed  in  civil  and  criminal 
cases  as  the  nature  of  such  government  may  require  :  the  members  chosen* 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  Draytdh. 

A  letter,  of  July  28th,  from  the  hoard  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congress^ 
together  with  an  invoice  of  goods  bought  of  Peter  ViThitesides  &  Co. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  after 
debate, 

Resobxd,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  whom  .was  referred  a  letter  of  July  15tfa, 
from  Mons.  de  Francey,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consider!- 
ation:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  cargoes  of  the  snow  Speedwell  and  of  the  brigantine 

Braxton,  governor  Johnston  and  Morris,  now  ready  to  sail  from  America  for 

France,  be  consigned  to  the  commissioners  of  Consrebs  at  Paris,  who  are  di- 

itctcd  to  settle  tne  acoonnts  of  Mr.  John  Ross  with  Congress,  and  to  pay  him 
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the  balance  thereof  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  naid  cargoes ;  and  the  residue, 
if  any,  to  the  house  of  Hortales  &  Co.  as  the^  judge  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  ship  Virginia,  now  laying  laden  with  a  cargo  of  tobac- 
co on  public  account  in  Virdnra,  be  consigned  to  Roderique  Hortales  &  Co. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clocK  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jiugust  3,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  and  one  of  the  3d,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  were  read  : 
IVhereupon,  a  motion  was  made, 

That  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  be  im- 
mediately arrested  and  closely  confined  in  the  gaol  of  this  town  : 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved. 

That  a  member  of  this  house  be  appointed  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  place 
where  Cornelius  Sweers,  late  deputy  commissary  of  military  stores,  is  con- 
fined, and  to  take  the  deposition  of  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers,  relative  to  the 
chaise  made  by  him  against  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  for  frauds  in  his  office  ; 
and  in  case  it  should  appear,  on  the  deposition  of  the  said  Cornelius  Swears, 
that  col.  Flower  is  charged  with  frauds  and  mal-practices  in  the  discharge  of 
his  office,  in  such  esse  notice  be  given  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  hereby 
ordered  to  arrest  the  said  B.  Flower  without  delay,  and  to  confine  him  in 
gaol,  taking  care  to  secure  his  money  and  effects,  and  all  his  papers  of  a 
public  nature. 

On  which  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Neto-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Maesa'sUs'JBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Dana, 
liOveU, 
Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Hosmer, 
A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Duer, 
G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Boudinot, 

Mr.  RMotria^ 


>tw 


Jihode'Ialandf 
Connecticut, 


JVVw-r«riir, 

Pennsytvania, 


•  no 


oy 


Maryland^ 


Virgima, 


N,-CaroSna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Forbes  • 
Plater, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Pemi, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
He^rw-an], 

Mr.  Telfair, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  injthe  words  followins; : 

Colonel  Benjamin  Flower,  commislary-general  of  military-stores,  being 
charged  with  mal-conduct  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  Oraered,  That  he 
be  arrested  and  safely  kept  until  further  order  of  Congress : 

On  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Cnase, 


New-HampMrt,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
MoMa'sUi-Bay,   Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Dana, 
Lorell, 
Holten, 

Mr.  Maichant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Hosmer, 
A.  Adams 

Mr.  Duer, 
G.  Monifl^ 

Mr.  R  MoniS| 


Mode-Jkhmd, 
Conmcticutf 


Fennsyhania, 


Maryland, 


FtrgimOf 


^,' Carolina, 


Oeorgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  a  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.  Adams, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Penn, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 
Matthew^ 
Heyward, 

Mr.  Tel 


7 


no 

«y. 

noj 

fly  >^ 
oy  [ 

noJ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  carry  into  execution  the  foregoing  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  continenUl  treasurer  make  no  farther  payments  (^f 
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.^^j  to  C0l.  BenUmiD  Flower,  or  his  order,  npon  any  warrant  heretofore 
granied,  intil  faroier  order  of  Congress. 

A.  letter,  of  the  ad,  from  capt  Hawker  and  other  officers  of  the  Mermaid, 
w&snsd. 

Adjommtd  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jiugust  4,  177a 

Mr.  John  Williams,  a  delegate  fron^  North-Carolina,  attended  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th  of  July,  from  gen.  Washington,  by  major-general 
Putnam,  waaread : 

Orienif  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chMeB,Mr.  Hosmer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  and  one  of  the  22d  of  July,  from  the  council  of 
Masaachaaetts-Bay,  were  read : 

Orieni,  That  the  letter,  of  the  22d,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Mter  oltAwSSd  of  July,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  commissary-general. 

A  ItsUer,  of  July  24th,  from  W.  Finnic,  deputy  quarter-master  general/ 
waaread: 
'    OrJerti,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st  of  July,  from  col.  D.  Mason,  was  read: 

Oniererf,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  major-general  Arnold,  accompanied  with  the  pro*- 
cc«&nf^«C  a  eeneral  court-martial  against  Jacob  Rhoaas  and  Jacob  Gandy* 
both  sentencM  to  suffer  death,  but  at  the  same  time  recommended  by  the 
cavffa^/miperobfects  of  mercy,  was  read,  setting  forth,  that  he  has  ordered 
the  seateooe  to  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  en  Congress  is  known,  and 
bagging  leave,  as  many  circumstances  appear  in  favor  of  the  prisoners,  to 
recoBmead  them  to  Conmss  as  proper  olgects  of  mercy :  Whereupon, 

Retohidt  Hiat  a  pardon  be  mnted  to  the  said  prisoners. 

A  representation  from  W.  de  Galatheau,  proprietor  and  commander  of 
the  ship  Foobonne,  was  read. 

Onereit  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  and  memorial  from  James  O'Ellers  and  H.  Horn,  was  read : 

IMered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  report 

reially  thereon:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Hosmer,  and  Mr. 
B.Lee. 

A  letter,  of  July  ISth,  from  col.  T.  Bland,  of  the  light  dragoons,  respcct- 
iif  ranky  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  troasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Josepti 
Noorse,  pay -master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  100,000  of  dol  lars» 
tD  be  by  htm  transmitted  to  William  Palfrey,  esa.  pay-master  general  at 
camp,  €»r  the  use  of  his  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 
Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  col.  John  Cox, 
assistuit  quarter- master  general,  for  the  use  of  the  auajrter-master  general's 
department,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  2,000,000  of  aoUars,  to  be  cbirged  to 
mqw-goieral  Chreen,  quarter-master  general,  viz. 

One  OB  th^  treasurer  for  the  sum  of  1,500,000  dollars ;  one  on  Derk  Ten 
Bfoek,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New- York, 
for  100,000  dollars ;  one  on  Jcrfin  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti« 
neatd  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  150,000  dollars;  «ne  on 
JoMoh  Clarke,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state 
of  Rhod^-Island,  for  100,000  dollars ;  and  one  on  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq. 
coiuiissioner  of  the  contineatid  loan-office  in  tiie  state  of  MissachusettB-Bayi 
f^  150,000  dolliirs. 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  treasury  lay  before  CongreM  an 
account  of  the  sums  of  monej  granted  to  the  present  quarter-master  g^eral 
fbr  the  nfte  of  his  department,  and  of  the  sums  granted  to  the  present  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  to  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores^ 
and  to  the  clothier-general,  for  the  use  of  their  respectiTe  departments. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  another  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  1759  15-90  dollars,  in 
fintor  of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  enable  thebi  to  pay  James  Warren» 
esq.  of  Boston,  his  account  of  freight  and  charges  on  sundry  merchandise 
belon^ng  to  the  United  States,  agreeabljjr  to  his  account  rendered  thtem» 
dated  the  16th  of  July  last ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable: 

That  a  warrant  ibsue  on  the  treasurer  for  100,000  dollars,  in  favor  of 
Jonathan  Potts,  esq.  deputy  director-general  of  the  middle  district,  for  the 
use  of  his  defpartment;  he  to  be  accountable. 

^  On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  do,  from 
tifoe  to  time,  on  the  exchange  of  prisoners  in  uie  possession  of  the  enemy, 
take  proper  care  of  those  who  shall  appear  to  be  in  such  ill  state  of  health 
as  to  be  unable  to  travel,  either  by  sending  them  to  a  public  hospitaUor  when 
that  cannot  be  readily  effected,  by  appointing  proper  persons  to  take  care  of 
them  on  the  easiest  terms  practicable ;  and  that  those  who  are  able  to  travel/ 
be  furnished  with  orders  on  the  different  commissaries  of  issues,  on  their  waj 
for  such  a  number  of  rations  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  support  to  theif 
respective  places  ot  abode ;  also  that  the  commissary  of  prisoners  do  keep 
exact  accounts  of  the  expenses  attending  those  that  belong  to  the  different 
states,  and  are  not  in  the  continental  service. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Storey,  clerk  to  the  navy  board  of  tlie  eastern  district,  report  as  their  opinion, 
that  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  raise  salaries,  when  measures  are  about 
to  be  taken  by  Congress  for  the  appreciation  of  the  currency ;  but  in  consi- 
deration of  the  great  and  constant  business  in  which  the  above  petitioner  is 
engaged,  and  the  expensive  living  for  the  past  and  at  the  present  time,  the 
committee  think  a  compensation  of  500  dollars,  for  his  extra  services  and 
expenses  since  his  appointment,  should  be  allowed  him. 

The  committee  fartlier  report,  that  as  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  board 
in  the  eastern  district,  are  necessarily  obliged,  for  the  right  discharge  of 
their  duty,  freauently  to  visit  the  different  parts  of  their  extensive  district, 
they  be  allowed  365  dollars  each,  for  their  travelling  expenses  the  year  past. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  a^ee  to  the  said  report. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  2d,  from  captain 
Hawker,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Mermaid,  and  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  fhrther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  yesteruay,  relative  to  the 
arrest  of  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  be 
committed  to  major-general  Arnold ;  and  that  the  secretary  t^nsmit  to  tlie 


general  a  copy  of  the  said  resolution. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-mon 


to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY.  August  5,  1778. 

A  memorial  from  Samuel  H.  Sullivan,  deputy  quarter-master  under  gen. 
Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Brigadier  Maxwell  having  recommended  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrew  Hunter  to 
be  appointed  chaplain  to  his  brigade. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Rev.  Andrew  Hunter  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed chaplain  to  the  brigade  commanded  by  brigadier  Maxwell. 

A  motj|<m  was  made,  that  the  pay  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter  commence  from 
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tbe  date  «f  die  re«olation  for  ftppointing  brigade  chapUins :  question  put* 
pnMd  in  tke  negatm. 

AscirdiBg  te  order,  the  committee  on  the  treasory  laid  before  CongreiB 

an  aceniit  of  tbe  suns  of  money  granted  to  the  quarter-master  general,  to 

t!be  cMimasBurj-general  of  purchases,  to  the  commissary-general  of  militaty 

alMeikaiid  to  the  clothier-general,  severally,  for  the  use  of  their  respective 

dnBartments. 

Tlie  proceedings  of  a  court-marttid  on  the  trial  of  capt.  Manly,  late  of  the 
coDtiflental  ship  Hancock,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the 
trial  of  Thomas  Thompson,  late  captain  and  commander  of  the  ship  Raleigh, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  were  laid  before  Congress : 

CMfred,  That  the  pmceedings  on  the  trial  of  capt.  Manly  be  returned  to 
^e  marine  comnittee,  to  be  filed  among  their  papers  ;  and  that  the  proceed- 
ii^oo  the  trial  of  captain  Thompson  lie  on  the  table. 

Tlie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Qrleral,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
pay-maiSter  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  6000  dollars,  to  answet 
the  draushts  of  the  board  fbr  the  use  of  the  baking  department ;  the  said 
Joseph  Koorse  to  be  accountable. 

Oritndt  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said  Joseph 
Noarse,  for  300  dollars,  to  reimburse  him  a  like  sum  advanced  to  Cornelius 
Sweers,  deputy  commissary  of  military  stores,  who  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  another  warrant  issue,  on  the  application  of  the  board  of  war,  in 
Cavoc  vH  the  said  Joseph  Nourse,  for  6000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  paid  over  to 
col.  John  Beat^,  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  for  the  use  or  his  depart* 
meat,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Coagress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
dated  July  52^ ;  Whereupon, 

IMeres,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Massaehu- 
chusetts-Boy,  for  300,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  the  president  and  council  of  the 
$ud  state,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  assessed  by  the  state,  agreeably  to  a 
reaalution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  the  said  state  to  be  ac- 
couBtihle. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read,  informing, 
that  in  parsoaace  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  ^<  he  has  arrested  colonel 
Benamn  Flower  in  the  usual  manner,"  and  desiring  an  eiplanation  of  the 
fcsolutioD  widi  respect  to  the  safe  keeping  of  colonel  Flower ;  Whereupon, 

Analved,  Thattne  president  inform  major-general  Arnold,  that  it  is  the 
n&tention  of  Congress  that  colonel  Benjamin  Flower  should  be  securely  kept 
IB  a  convenient  room  under  a  sufficient  guard. 

One  of  the  delegates  from  New-Jersey  laid  before  Congress  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  James  Caldwelt: 

Onkredt  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  prisoners,  inhabitants  of  these 
states,  taken  by  the  French  fleet,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Duer ;  and  that  so 
much  u  relates  to  vessels  captured  by  the  said  fleet,  be  referred  to  the  ma- 
rine committee. 

Five  o^clock,  P.  M. 

Reoahed,  That  tbe  door  of  the  Congress  chamber  be  open  during  the 
andieBoe  to  be  given  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian 
flu|csty. 

Remoed,  That  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  inform  the 
vice-president,  the  supreme  executive  council,  and  the  speaker  and  assembly 
of  the  said  state,  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian 
maiestf  the  king  of  France,  will  receive  his  audience  of  Congress  at  12 
o'clock  to-morrow,  when  the  doors  at  Congress  chamber  will  be  opened. 
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Eesolved,  That  each  member  of  Congress  may  give  two  tickets  for  th^ 
admittance  of  other  persons  to  the  audience,  and  that  no  persons,  except 
those  specified  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  admitted  without  such  a  ticket^ 
signed  oj  the  members  appointed  to  intrcnluce  the  minister  to  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  colonel  Benjamin  Flower,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the 
mode  of  trying  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  ^u^st  6.  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appiinted  to  report  the 
mode  of  trying  Cornelius  Sweers ;  and  that  the  committee  take  the  examina- 
tion, upon  oath,  of  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputy  commissarv  of  military 
stores,  touching  his  accusation  of  colonel  B.  Flower,  commissary -general 
of  military-stores;  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  which  they  may  deem  proper  for  the  better  prosecution  of  the 
business,  and  to  seize  and  keep  such  papers  of  the  said  Flower  and  Sweers. 
According  to  order,  the  lion,  sieur  Gerard  was  introduced  to  an  audience 
by  the  two  members  for  that  purpose  aopointed,  and  being  seated  in  his  chair, 
his  secretary  delivered  to  the  presiueut  a  letter  from  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  directed 

<*Aiios  tres  chert  g;ruid  uoiet  et  aUies  let  pretident  eC  memben  'du  Congret  geaeni  det^ 

Etats-Unb: 

And  in  the  words  following : 

'<  Tres  chers,  orands  amies  et  allies  : 

Les  traites,  que  nous  avons  signes,  avec  vous,  en  consequence  des  propo- 
sitions, que  vos  deputes  nous  ont  faites  de  votre  part,  vous  sent  ^n  garant 
assure  de  notre  affection  pour  les  Etats-Unis  en  general  etpoor  chacun  d'eux 
en  particulier,  ainsi  que  ue  I'interest  que  nousprenons  et  que  nous  prendrona 
constament  a  leura  bonheurs  et  a  leur  prospente.  C'est  poor  tous  en  con- 
vaincred'une  maniere  plus  particulier,  que  nous  avons  nomme  le  sieur  Ger- 
ard, secretaire  de  notre  conseil  d'etat  pour  resider  aupres  de  vous  en  ^ualite 
de^notre  ministre  plenipotentiaire.  II  connoit  d'autant  mieuz  les  senttmens* 
que  nous  vous  portons,  et  il  est  d'autant  plus  en  etat  de  vous  en  rendre 
temoisnage  qu'il  a  ete  charge  de  notre  part  de  negocier,  avec  vos  deputes, 
et  quinl  a  signe  avec  eux  les  traites,  qui  cimentent  notre  union.  Nous  vous 
prions  d'ajouter  foi  entiere  atout  ce  qu'il  vous  dira  de  notre  part»  principale- 
mentlorsqu'il  vousassurera  de  notre  affection  et  de  notre  constante  amttte 
pour  vous.  Sur  ce  nous  prions  Dieu,  quil  vous  ait,  Tres»  chers,  grands  amis 
et  allies,  en  sa  sainte  et  aigne  gard. 

Ecrit  a  Versailles,  le  28  Mars,  1778.    Votre  bon  ami  et  allie, 

LOUIS. 
Gravier  db  Vbroennes." 

TRANSLATION. 

fSuperacripiwn.J 

*<  To  our  Teiy  dear  great  friendt  im.l  alliet,  the  pretident  and  memben  of  the  general  Congreii 

of  the  United  States  of  North.Amerioa. 

Vert  dear  great  friends  and  allies  : 
The  treaties  which  we  have  signed  with  jou,  in  consequence  of  the  pro- 
posals your  commissioners  made  to  us  in  jour  behalf,  are  a  certain  assurance 
of  our  affection  for  the  United  States  in  general,  and  for  each  of  them  in 
particular,  as  well  of  the  interest  we  take  and  constantly  shall  take  in  their 
happiness  and  prosperity.  It  is  to  convince  you  more  particularly  of  this 
that  we  have  nominated*  the  sieur  Gerard,  secretary  of  our  council  of  state, 
to  reside  among  you  in  the  quality  of  minister  plenipotentiary.  He  is  the 
better  acquainted  with  our  sentiments  towards  youi  and  the  more  capable  df 
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tesdfying,^  same  to  jou,  as  he  was  entrusted  on  our  part  to  negotiate  with 
Toar  Govumssioners  and  signed  with  them  the  treaties  which  cement  our 
imioii.  We  pray  you  to  give  fall  credit  to  all  he  shall  communicate  to  you 
fcoiD^more  especially  when  he  shall  assure  you  of  our  affection  and  con- 
sfcant  friendship  tor  you.  We  pray  God,  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies, 
toisre  you  in  his  holy  keeping. 

Versailles,  28th  March,  1778. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally, 

(^ned,)  LOUIS. 

(Uaderstgned,)  Gravier  de  VEaGENNEs." 

The  odnister  iras  then  announced  to  the  house :  whereupon  he^  arose  and 
addressed  Congress  in  a  speech,  which  when  he  had  finished,  his  secretary 
delivered  in  writing  to  the  president,  and  is  as  follows : 

MfssiKuas :  Lies  liaisons,  que  le  roi  mon  maitre  a  formes  avec  les  Etats-  - 
UnUde  TAmerique  lui  sout  si  agreeables ;  qu'il  n'a  pas  voulu  differer  de 
nVnrojer  resider  aunres  de  vous  pour  les  ctmenter.  Samajeste  apprendra 
ivec  satisfaction  que  les  sentimens,  qui  se  sent  manifestes  a  cette  occasion, 
justifient  la  confiance  que  lui  avoient  inspire  lezele  et  le  charactere  des  de- 
putes des  Etats-Unts  en  France  ;  la  saeesse  et  la  fermete  qui  ont  dirige  vos 
resolutions  ainsi  que  la  Constance  et  le  courage,  que  les  peuples  oot  fait 
eclater.  Yoas  sayex,  messieurs,  que  cette  confiance  a  fait  la  base  du  plan 
Trajment  amicai  et  disinteresse  sur  le  quel  sa  majeste  a  traite  avec  les 
lXatsA3ins. 

U  n'a  jNU  dependu  d^elle,  que  ses  engagemens  n'assurassent  votre  inde* 
peiKfeoce  et  votre  repos  sans  effusion  uUerieur  de  sang  et  sans  aggraver  les 
naux  de  I'hnmanite  dont  tout  son  ambition  est  d'assurer  le  bonheur ;  miiis 
les  dispositions  et  les  resolutions  hostiles  de  I'ennemie  commun  ayant  donne 
a  des  engagemens  purement  eventuels  une  force,  actuelle,  positive,  perma- 
nente  et  indissoluble,  le  roi  mon  maitre  a  pense  que  les  deux  allies  ne  doi- 
vent  plus  s'occuper  que  du  moyens  de  les  remplir  de  la  maniere  la  plus  utile 
a  \a  cause  commune,  et  la  plus  efiicace  pour  parvenir  a  la  paix,  qui  est 
Vobject  d'alliaoce.  C'est  d'upres  ce  principe,  que  sa  majeste  s'est.  hatee 
de  voHs  envojer  un  secours,  pouissant:  vuus  ne  le  devez,  messieurs,  qu'a 
son  amitie,  a  Tinterest  sincere,  qu'elle  prend  aux  avantages  des  Etats- 
Unis,  et  au  desir  qu'elle  a  de  concourir  emcement  a  affirmir,  votre  repos 
et  wtre  prosperite  sur  des  bases  honorables  et  solids  elle  espere  d'&Ueurs, 
qse  les  principes  adoptes  par  les  govememens  contribueront  a  etendre  les 
liaisons,  que  rinteret  mntuel  des  peuples  respectifs  avoit  deja  commence 
a  etaUir  eotre  eux.  La  principal  point  de  mes  instructions  est  de  faire 
narcher  sur  la  meme  ligne  les  iuterets  de  la  France  et  ceux  des  Etat's-Unis. 
Jeue  fktte,  messieurs,  que  ma  conduite  passe  dans  les  affaires,  que  les  inter- 
reiseot,  voos  aura  deja  convaineu,  que  je  n'ai  point  de  desir  plus  cher  que 
celtti  d'execater  mes  instructions  de  maniere  a  meriter  la  confiance  du  Con- 
gres,  i'amitie  de  ses  membres  et  I'estime  de  tons  les  citoyens. 

GERARD." 

TRANSLATION. 

*'  Gevtlbmek  :  The  connexion  formed  by  the  kins  my  roaster,  with  the 
Wited  States  of  America,  is  so  agreeable  to  him,  that  he  could  no  longer 
delay  sending  me  to  reside  among  you  for  the  purpose  of  cementing  it.  It 
will  give  his  majesty  ^eat  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  the  sentiments  which 
have  shone  forth  on  this  occasion  justify  that  confidence  with  which  he  hath 
been  inspired  by  the  zeal  and  character  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  the  wisdom  and  fortitude  which  have  directed  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress*  nnd  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  the  people  ihey  ce- 


8  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1778. 


present ;  a  cootiUence  which  joa  know,  gentlemen,  has  been  the  basis  of  that 
truiy  amicable  and  disinterested  system  on  which  he  hath  treated  widi  the 
United  States. 

It  is  not  bis  majesty's  fault  that  tlie  engagements  he  hath  entered  into  did 
not  establish  your  independence  and  repose,  without  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  and  without  a^ravating  the  calamities  of  mankind,  whose  happiness 
it  is  his  highest  ambition  to  promote  and  secure.  But,  since  the  hostire  mea- 
sures and  designs  of  the  common  enemy  have  given  to  engagements  purely- 
eventual,  an  immediate,  positive,  permanent,  and  indissoluble  force,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  king  my  master,  that  the  allies  should  turn  their  whole  atten- 
tion to  fulfil  those  engagements  in  the  manner  most  useful  to  the  common 
cause,  and  best  calculated  to  obtain  that  peace  which  is  the  object  of  the  al- 
liance. > 

It  is  upon  this  principle,  gentlemen,  his  majesty  bath  hastened  to  send 
you  a  powerful  assistance,  which  yuu  owe  only  to  his  friendship,  to  the  sin- 
cere regard  he  has  for  every  thing  which  relates  to  the  advantage  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  desire  of  contributing  with  efficacy  to  estabush  your 
repose  and  prosperity  upon  an  honorable  and  solid  foundation.  And  further, 
it  is  his  expectation  that  the  principles  which  may  be  adopted  by  the  re- 
spective ^vernments,  will  tend  to  strengthen  those  bonds  of  union  which 
have  originated  in  the  mutual  interests  ofthe  two  nations. 

The  principal  oUect  of  my  instructions  is,  to  connect  the  interests  of  France 
with  those  ofthe  United  States.  I  flatter  myself,  gentlemen,  that  my  past 
conduct  in  the  affairs  which  concern  them,  hath  already  convinced  you  of 
the  determination  I  feel  to  endeavor  to  obey  m^  instructions  in  such  manper 
as  to  deserve  the  confidence  of  Congress,  the  friendship  of  its  members,  and 
the  esteem  ofthe  citizens  of  America. 

(Signed,)  GERABJ)." 

To  which  the  president  returned  the  following  answer : 

Sir  :  The  treaties  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  so  fully  demonstrate  his  wisdom  and  magnanimity  as  to 
command  the  reverence  of  all  nations.  The  virtuous  citizens  of  America, 
in  particular,  can  never  forget  his  beneficent  attention  to  their  violated  ns^ts, 
nor  cease  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  a  gracious  Providence  in  raising  them 
up  so  powerful  and  illustrious  a  friend.  It  is  the  hope  and  opinion  of  Con- 
gress that  the  confidence  his  majesty  reposes  in  the  nrmness  of  these  states, 
will  receive  additional  strength  iroui  every  da^'s  experience. 

This  assembly  are  convinced,  sir,  that  had  it  rested  solely  with  the  most 
Christian  kins,  not  only  the  independence  of  these  states  would  have  been 
universally  acKnowledged,  but  their  tranquillity  fully  established.  We  la- 
ment that  lust  of  domination  which  gave  birth  to  the  present  war,  and  bath 
prolonged  and  extended  the  miseries  of  mankind.  We  ardendy  wish  to 
sheath  the  sword,  and  spare  the  further  effusion  of  blood ;  but  we  are  deter- 
mined, by  every  means  in  our  power,  to  fulfil  those  eventual  engagements 
which  have  acquired  positive  and  permanent  force  from  the  hostue  designs 
and  measures  of  the  common  enemy. 

Congress  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  assistance  so  wisely  and  gene- 
rously sent,  will  bring  Great-Britain  to  a  sense  of  justice  and  moderation, 
promote  the  interest  oT  France  and  America,  and  secure  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity on  the  most  firm  and  honorable  foundation.  Neither  can  it  be  doubted 
that  those  who  administer  the  powers  of  government  within  the  several  states 
of  tliis  union  will  cement  that  connection  with  the  subjects  of  France,  the 
beneficent  effects  of  which  have  already  been  so  sensibly  felt 

Sir  :  From  the  experience  we  have  had  of  your  exertions  to  promote  the 
true  interests  of  our  country  as  well  as  your  own,  it  is  with  the  highest  sati^- 
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EKtioQ  Congress  receive  as  the  first  minister  from  his  most  Christian  majes- 
tj,  a  pntlemaa  whose  past  conduct  affords  a  happy  presage,  that  he  will 
ment  ^  confidence  of  this  hodj,  the  friendship  of  its  members,  and  the 
esteenof  the  citizens  of  America." 

Tie  secretary  of  Congress  delivered  to  the  minister  a  copy  of  the  forego- 
ing reply,  dated  '*  In  Congress,  August  6, 1778,  and  signed  '^  Henry  Lauren^ 
president.'' 

Wfaerenpon  the  minister  withdrew,  and  was  conducted  home  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  brought  to  the  house. 

Adjoiiimed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jiugua  7,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Mr.  M.  Clarkson,  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts 
in  the  main  anny,  was  read,  informing,  ^  that  when  he  was  appointed  to  that 
office  he  was  possessed  of  th  e  commission  of  marshal  of  the  court  of  admiralty 
ior  Ike  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  still  holds,"  and  representing,  ^  that 
bis  ^\j  m  that  office  now  claims  his  attention,  and  that,  therefore,  he  is 
constrained  to  tender  a  resignation  of  his  office  as  auditor ;"  and  begging 
**  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  accept  it :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  the  petition  of  captain  Stoddard, 
of  tibe  2d  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  was  referred,  being  read, 

iMtered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  27th  of  November, 
1777,frein  m^or-general  Heath,  to  the  board  of  treasury,  report, 

TbMt  tftej  nMfe  carefully  examined  the  files  and  journals  of  Coneress, 
sslaras  they  respect  the  defence  of  tlie  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  and  the  riseof  the  expedition  against  the  island  of  Rhode-Island, 
and  find  :  that  at  a  meeting  of  tne  committees  appointed  by  the  states  of 
Mew-Hampshire,  Massachusetjts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, and  Connecticut,  convened  at  Providence,  on  the  25th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1776,  it  was  among  other  things  resolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
^i&  committee,  that  while  so  large  a  oody  of  the  enemy  is  in  possession  of 
£bode-Island,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  6000  men  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island 
to  oppose  them."  That  the  proceedings  of  the  said  committees  were  laid 
before  Coi^ress,  who  upon  the  15th  day  of  February,  1777,  resolved,  "  That; 
coDsideriog  the  situation  of  the  New-England  states.  Congress  approvlrhf 
the  nieasares  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  committees  from  the  four 
New-England  states,  for  the  defence  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island."  That, 
00  the  16th  day  of  April,  1777,  Congress  resolved,  <<  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations  to  collect,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  the  whole  force  thereof,  and 
therewith,  aided  by  such  parts  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Con- 
necticut as  are  conti|uou8  to  the  said  state,  to  attack  and  destroy  the  enemy  on 
the  island  of  Rhode -Island  aforesaid  :  that  it  be,  and  hereby  it  ts  recommend- 
ed to  the  states  of  Massachusetts -Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  give  every  assist- 
ance in  their  power,  by  calling  out  the  militia  of  their  respective  towns  which 
lie  next  to  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  and  to  promote  and  execute  this  im« 
portant  service:  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  appoint  such  general 
oScers  as  he  shall  judge  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolution  into  effect. 


Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolotion  be  sent  by  express  to  general 
Washington,  and  the  three  New-England  states." 

Tliat  at  a  meeting  of  the  committees  from  the  states  of  New-Hamnshire, 

Maisachosetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  and  New -York,  held  at  Springfield,  50th 

of  Jaly,  1777,  it  was  among  other  things  resolved,  **  that  the  state  of  Rhode- 

hkni  be  reqoested  to  fill  up  their  two  battalions  as  soon  as  may  be«  for  the 
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defence  of  that  state  s  that  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  desired  to 
hasten  on  the  two  battalions  they  have  ordered  for  that  purpose ;  that  the 
state  of  Connecticut  be  desired  to  raise  and  equip  one  battalion  of  728  men, 
with  all  speed,  and  direct  them  to  the  above  service;  and  that  the  state  of 
New-Hampshire  be  desired  to  raise  and  equip  300  men,  with  all  speed,  and 
direct  them  to  the  above  purpose."    That  on  the  21st  of  August,  1 777,  Con- 

Sess  resolved,  <<  That  fire-ships  should  be  prepare^  to  attack  and  destroj 
e  British  ships  in  the  rivers  and  bays  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island :  That 
fen.  Spencer  be  made  acquainted  with  the  foreeoing  resolution,  and  that  he 
e  instructed,  as  far  as  possible,  to  favor  the  said  designs  by  such  attacks  and 
feints  as  he  may  judge  proper,  with  the  troops  and  boats  under  his  com- 
mand."   That  on  the  1  Sth  of  January,  1 778,  Congress  resolved,  '<  That  it  be 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Rhode^island,  and  Connecticut,  immediately  to  furnish  and  keep  up 
constantlyinthestateof  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the 
defence  of  the  said  state,  their  several  quotas  of  troops  as  adjusted  by  the  re- 
solution of  a  committee  from  the  said  states  and  the  state  of  New-York, 
which  met  at  Springfield,  the  30th  day  of  July  last."    That  Congress,  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1778,  resolved,  ^*  That  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  pay- 
master general  ofth^  eastern  district,  be  directed,  forthwith,  to  appoint  an  as- 
sistant pay-master,  constantly  to  attend  and  pay  the  army  stationed  in  or  near 
Providence,  for  the  defence  ot  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, applying  to  Coneress,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  necessary  supplies  of 
money  for  the  same ;  and  that  the  commanding  officerin  tiie  said  state  be  folly 
empowered  to  draw  on  the  said  assistant  pay- master  for  the  necessary  sup^^ 
plies  of  the  army  aforesaid."    That  on  the  17th  of  July,  1777,  Congress  re- 
solveid,  <<  That  gen.  Spencer  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  20th 
May,  that  Consress  confirm  the  appointment  made  by  him  of  William  Peck, 
esq.  deputy  acyutant  general  to  the  militia  and  the  state  troops  of  Rhode- 
Island,  Kept  in  continental  pay ;  that  for  money  to  pay  the  said  troops  he  is 
to  make  application  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  at  Boston,  deputy  pay-mas- 
ter ^neral  of  the  troops  in  the  eastern  department;  and  that  as  the  quarter- 
master general  has  the  appointment  of  all  his  deputies;  application  is  to  be 
made  to  them  for  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  quarter-master  general :" 
lYhereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  the  expense  of  the  late  intended  expedition  against  the 
ialflnd  of  Rhode-Island  be  borne  by  the  continent. 

A'  petition  from  George  Spangler,  was  read : 

Omeredt  To  lie  on.  the  table. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  have  leave  of  absence. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  col.  Knoblauch, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jtugust  8,  1778. 

A  letter,  from  T.  Pickering,  and  one  from  major-general  Arnold,  both  of 
this  date,  were  read. 

A  letter,  from  B.  Randolph,  appointed  to  superintend  the  making  of  paper 
for  loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of  exchan^,  was  read,  informing,  tnat 
his  engagements  in  New-Jersey  will  prevent  his  attendance  on  the  business 
to  which  he  was  appointed,  in  less  than  two  weeks  from  this  time,  and  there- 
fore praying,  if  tne  business  require  immediate  attendance,  that  Congress 
will  please  to  appoint  some  other  person  for  the  present. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  recommended  sundry  persons  for  signers  of 
the  contiaentai  currency^  Congresb  proceeded  to  the  election  >  and  the  bal- 
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kite  bc«(tekeii,  tiie  following  geotlemen  were  chMeD»  tiz.  Samuel  Nicholai 
col.  Paten,  GoK  Joseph  Copnerthwut,  Joseph  H.  £llia»  Richard  Humphrevflt 
luM*LiNi||be^  Jedediah  Snowden.  Joaeph  Walter,  Joseph  Bullock.  Wil- 
IwB  Tbwne,  ThoHiaa  Leiner^  John  Lardner,  Alexander  Nesbit,  Frederick 
Pbrie,  Jehn  Yiran^  Jud*  W  illiani  Gray,  Robert  Caither,  col.  Lewis  Fanner, 
Jiiki  Keppele,  WiHiam  Adcock,  Joseph  Fennel,  Joseph  Hnbley,  John  Mease, 
Ater  Stretch,  Nathaniel  Donald,  WtlHam  Hardj,  Joseph  Snowden^  James 
WilssD,  WUliam  Sheaf,  and  Edward  Fox. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  also  recommended  a  person  to  superintend 
the  nakiogof  paper  for  loan-office  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange.  Con* 
grem  preceded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  George 
Bi^riit  was  elected. 

Whsfeasy  in  porsuance  of  the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  March  2d, 

a  ▼dunteer  corpo  of  cavalrj  from  the  state  of  Vii^ia,  under  the  command 

«(  te  hoB.gen.  Nelson,  are  now  in  this  city,  on  their  way  to  the  army,  under 

the  rwnmawl  of  gen.  Washington :  and,  whereas,  the  removal  of  the  enemy 

frea  this  slate  renders  the  employment  of  this  corps  at  present  unnecessarys 

Beaokseit  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  corps  to  return. 

Jfefofeed,  That  the  thanks  of  Coneress  be  given  to  the  hon.  gen.  Nelson 
and  the  oficcra  and  ^ntlemea  under  nis  command,  for  their  brave,  generoua 
and  patriotic  efforts  in  the  cause  of  their  country. 

A  flution  was  made,  to  add  as  follows,  *«  and  that  it  be  warmly  recom- 
mended to  the  inhalHtants  of  the  several  states  to  imitate,  in  public  emer- 
geBcVea,^MmtMMis  conduct  of  the  volunteers  from  Virginia:"     ' 

The  wnnoM  9iestion  being  called  for,  and  the  j'eas  and  nays  required 
bj  Mr.  DnjtnOf 


«y>«y 


lir.Butlett, 
•J^  Mr.  S.  AdaiDfl^ 
Geiiy, 
llama, 
HoHen, 

Ifr.  Marchuit, 

Ifr.  Hosmer, 
Shemuui, 
A.  Adam% 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 

G.  IfofTU, 


Xe»Jtnejf,        Mr.  Withertpoon,  ay  7  ^ 


Xe^-Twk^ 


Virginia^ 


S.'Caroiina, 


Mr.ChMe^ 
Forbes^ 

Mr.  R  H.  Lee, 
Banister, 
T.Adama^ 
Hanrie, 

Mr.Penn, 

UiiaziMii 

Mr.  Laurem, 
Diayton, 
Matthewa» 
Hey  ward, 

Ifr.  Tefair, 


8e  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside- 
Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  ^e  23d  of  June  last,  from  the  council  of 
linsachnsetta-Bay,  so  far  as  relates  to  their  state's  clothing  their  troops^bo 
lefened  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  Uie  board  take  such  measures  ana  give 
such  orders  thereon  as  they  judge  proper. 

Ordatd,  That  the  proceeding  of  Congress  on  Thursdajr  last,  durinj;  the 
andieaoe  ^  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian 
m^esty,  be  forthwith  published,  as  entered  on  the  journals. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jiugust  10,  1778. 

Mr.  Harnett,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  todL  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd  and  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  White-PUdns^  wai 
read,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  iht  artillery,  with 
htuidier  Knox's  latter  and  observations,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  inlistin^  the  draughts  who 
•iwilUng  to  enter  into  the  service  for  three  years,  ordunngthewar^bealso 
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deferred  to  the  board  of  war ;  and  that  they  be  directed  to  prepare  a  resolu- 
4on  for  that  purpose,  and  report  the  same  as  soon  as  possible : 

That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  clothier-general's  depart- 
ment, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

Besolved,  That  a  commander  of  the  horse  be  appointed  to-morron^. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Lee,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  July  27th,  from  major-general  Green,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  col.  R.  Lawson,  of  the  4th  Virginia  regiment,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
{he  4th,  from  coL  Laurens,  at  Providence,  was  read  : 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  ^en.  Washington  to  the  board  of  war,  with  sun- 
dry papers  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  be  directed 
to  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  July  28t]),  from  J.  Warren,  esq.  one  of  the  navy  board  in  the 
eastern  department,  and  one,  of  August  5th,  from  gov.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordereili,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5tb,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  and  one,  of  the  Ist,  from  major- 
general  Sullivan,  at  Providence,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  col.  B.  Flower,  under  arrest,  was  read,  informine 
of  his  ill  state  of  health,  and  requesting  a  relaxation  of  his  confinement,  and 
accompanied  with  a  certificate  from  Dr.  Clarkaon,  confirming  the  account  of 
his  innrm  condition  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Arnold  be  directed  to  permit  col.  B.  Flower 
to  go  abroad  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  at  such  hours  as  he  shall  think  most 
conducive  to  his  health,  under  the  custody  of  one  or  more  vigilant  and  discreet 
officer  or  officers. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  George  Partridge,  esq.  to  Mr.  Dana,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war* 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  lately  received  by  the  committee  of  commerce 
from  New-Orleans,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  agree  to  a  proposition  for  exchanging  gov.  Franklia 
for  gov.  M'Kinley : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  arrangement, 
and  that  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  said 
committee  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
proceed  in  arranging  the  army  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Shermian  and  Mr.  Banister. 

The  com^nittee  on  the  post-office  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  14,041 )  dollars  be  advanced  to  Richard  Bache,  esq.  post- 
master seneral,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  the  said  R.  Bache  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  sen.  Mifflin,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read. 

The  committee  of  commterce  brought  in  a  report ;  W^hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  on  we  committee  of  commerce  by  Abraham 
Livingston,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Curson,  for  lO^OOO  dollars,  dated  Charleston, 
South-Carolina,  he  paid. 
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CMcrcdl»  That  the  remainder  of  the  report,  together  with  the  papers  and 
aocoaxiti  from  Raymond  Demere,  deputy  clothier  in  Georgia,  be  referred  to 
the  oonaittee  on  that  part  of  gen.  Washington's  letter  relative  to  the  clo- 
tkuer-gmeral's  department. 

Tke  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  colonel  Lawson^ 
brwght  hi  a  report : 

Ordend^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

An^oaroed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jiugust  11,  1778. 

A  DECLARATION. 

Whereas  George  Johnstone,  esq.  one  of  the  British  commissioners  for 
restoring  peace  in  America,  on  the  1 1th  of  April  last,  did  write  and  send  a 
tetter  to  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  a  member  of  Congress,  containing  this  paragraph, 
X€L.  ^Tbe  man  who  can  be  intrumental  in  bringing  us  all  to  act  once  more 
inhansMky,  and  to  anite  together  the  various  powers  which  this  contest  has 
diawn  ibrth,  will  deserve  more  from  the  king  and  the  people,  from  patriotism, 
hmaanity,  and  all  the  tender  ties  that  are  affected  by  the  quarrel  and  recon- 
ciliation, than  ever  was  yet  bestowed  on  hun^an  kind."  And,  whereas,  the 
said  Geom  Johnstone,  esq.  on  the  16th  day  of  June  last,  wrote  and  sent  a 
letter  to  Robert  Morris,  esq.  another  member  of  Congress,  containing  this 
para^ph,  viz.  *'  I  believe  the  men  who  have  conducted  the  affairs  of  Ame- 
rica ucapable  of  being  influenced  by  improper  motives ;  but  in  all  such 
txanaacdona  there  is  risk,  and  I  think  tiiat  whoever  ventures  should  be 
secured,  at  t^iesaine  time,  thathonorand  emolument  should  naturally  follow 
Ae  fortune  of  Chose  who  have  steered  the  vessel  in  the  storm  and  brought 
her  safely  to  port.  I  think  Washington  and  the  president  have  a  right  to 
cvetjiavor  that  grateful  nations  can  bestow,  if  they  could  once  more  unite 
•■r  interest  and  spare  the  miseries  and  devastations  of  war."  Which  letters 
were  laid  before  Congress.  And,  whereas,  the  said  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  hath 
in  Ins  place  in  Congress  declared,  that  ^<on  Sunday  the  21st  of  June  last,  a 
few  days  after  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British 
troops,  he  received  a  written  message  from  a  married  lady  of  character, 
having  connexion  with  the  British  army,  expressing  a  desire  to  see  him  on 
business,  which  could  not  be  committed  to  writing :  that,  attending  the  lady 
agreeable  to  her  appointment  in  the  evening,  after  some  previous  conversa- 
tion respecting  her  particular  connexions,  the  business  and  characters  of  the 
British  commissioners,  and  particularly  of  gov.  Johnstone  (meaning  the  said 
George  Johnstone,  esq.)  were  the  subjects  of  general  conversation,  which 
being  more  confined,  the  lady  enlarged  upon  the  great  talents  and  amiable 
qaahtiea  of  that  gentleman,  and  added,  tnat  in  several  conversations  with 
ber,  he  (gov.  Johnstone)  had  expressed  the  roost  favorable  sentiments  of  him 
(Mr.  Reed,)  and  that  it  was  particularly  wished  to  engage  his  (Mr.  Reed's) 
interest  to  promote  the  objetts  of  their  commission,  viz.  a  re-union  between 
the  two  countries,  if  consistent  with  his  principles  and  judgment ;  and  tiiat, 
in  snch  case,  it  could  not  be  deemed  unbecoming  or  improper  in  government, 

(meaning  the  British,)  to  take  a  favorable  notice  of  such  conduct ;  and  that, 
intfaisinstai       »^-'»»    h.-jn-  •  i^.i-        « ^o>  o>r^«  _x-_i?  j  ic.;_ 

thecolonies 

?^h  of  his  Britannic  majesty,)  to  which,  1  _ 
Mr.  Reed)  replied,  '^  He  was  not  worth  purchasing,  but  such  as  he  was,  the 
king  of  Great'Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to  do  it.''  And,  whereas,,the  said 
paragraphs,  written  and  sent  as  aforesaid,  by  George  Johnstone,  esq.  and 
the  said  declaration  made  by  Joseph  Reed,  esq.  call  loudly  upon  Congress 
to  express  their  sentiments  upon  tnem  : 

Therefore^  Jlesolved,  That  the  contents  of  the  said  paragraphs,  and  the 
particulars  in  the  said  declaration,  in  the  opinion  of  CQngress,  can  not  but 
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be  considered  as  direct  attempts  to  corrupt  and  bribe  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America, 

Resolved^  That  as  Congress  feel,  so  thej  ou^t  to  demonstrate,  the  higliest 
and  most  pointed  indignation  against  such  daring  and  atrocious  attempts  to 
corrupt  their  integrity. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  incomiMtible  with  the  honor  of  Congress  to  hold  any 
manner  of  correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the  said  George  Jonhstone,  esq. 
especially  to  negotiate  with  him  upon  afiairs  in  which  the  cause  of  libertj  i& 
interested. 

A  motion  was  made  to  add,  **  and,  whereas,  the  conduct  of  the  said  George- 
Johnstone,  esq.  in  }the  aforesaid  particulars,  unavoidably  effects  his  col- 
leagues in  commission,  and  unfavourably  impresses  the  mind,  so  that  fall 
confidence  cannot  be  placed  in  them :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  Con^ss  will  not,  in  any  degree,  negotiate  with  the 
present  British  commissioners  in  America,  for  restoring  peace:" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


NeuyHampshirt,  Ifr.  Bartlett, 
MuatfaUS'Ba^,  Mr.  Geny, 

Dana, 


Rhode'Lland, 
Connecticut, 

KcW'Tork, 
Ifew-Jeney, 


PmnsyhaniOf 


LoTell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Shennaii, 

A.  Adams, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  lYitherspoon,no^ 

Scudder,*       oy>no 

Boudinot        mtj 
Mr.  Roberdeau,     nayivt 

J.  Smith,  excused  from 


Maryland, 

Firgima, 

J^.'CaifUna, 
S,*CaroUnQ^ 


Georgia, 


Mr.Chaae, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  R  H.  Lee, 
T.Adams, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Harnett^ 
Wilfiama, 

Mr..  Laurens, 
Drayton 
Matthevrs, 
Heywafd, 

Mr.Teifiur, 


voting,   he    not  being 
present  at  the  debate, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  tlien  moved  and  agreed  to  add  to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  m 
follows : 

And  for  the  propriety  of  such  conduct  we  make  and  publish  to  the  world 
this  our  declaration. 

Done  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  this  1 1th  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight,  and  in  the  third 
year  of  the  independence  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  re-consider  the  resolutions  passed : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris^ 


Netv-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Maua'stta-Bay,  ^ir.  Gerry, 

Dana, 


Rhodt'hland, 
CwmecHcut, 

^erw-Jtncy, 


Pamtyhama, 


Lovell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

A.  Adams, 
Mr.  G.  Morns, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  nb^ 

Scudder,         no  >«• 

Boudinot,        noj 
Mr.  Roberdeau,    ay  1  ^^ 

J.Smith,        ayS^ 


Mar^iand, 

Virginia, 

N.-CanHna, 
S,»CaroS7ia, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Pkter, 
Forbear 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
T.  Adams, 
Harvie, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Williams^ 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 
Matthewi^ 
Heyward, 

Mr.  Telfiur, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  lliat  the  declaration,  as  agreed  to,  he  signed  by  the  president 
and  published. 
A  motion  was  made,  that  a  copy  of  the  declaration  be  signed  by  the  pre- 
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sdoit  and  wot  by  a  flag  to  the  commlssionere  of  the  king  of  Great- Britain* 
atNew-Tvk. 
Oil  iMiioD,  Maolvedt  That  Ae  consideration  of  that  motion  be  posponed. 
T\ie  conBiittee  on  the  treasury  tnroaght  in  a  report ;  Whereupon. 
CMered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates 
of  MaBackaeetta-Bay,  for  500  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  F.  Dana,  on  his  ap- 
pfation  for  the  sam^ ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable ; 

1%at  a  wafrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  colonel  Robert  Lawson, 
kte  oonmandaiit  of  the  4th  Virginia  re^ment,  for  the  sum  of  460  dollars,  to 
indeamify  him  for  the  loss  of  a  horse  killed  under  him  at  the  battle  of  Ger- 
ttantvwii,  and  for  the  loss  of  his  bridle  and  saddle : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Dr.  Isaac  Forster,  deputy 
dkector-fleneral  of  the  military  hospital  in  the  eastern  department,  for 
100,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  nis  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
coQBtabie ;  and  that  the  same  be  paia  to  John  de  la  Mater,  as  requested  by 
<be4Ktor. 

T^ut  a  warrant  issae  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay- 
master to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  on  the  application  of  the  said  board, 
In-  30,000  dollars*  to  enable  col.  Henry  HoUingsworth,  whom  thej  have  em- 
iriojed  in  purchasing  provisions  to  discharge  some  contracts  he  is  engaged 
la ;  which  » to  be  chaiged  to  the  board  of  war. 
Adjouzned  toidne  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  12,  1778. 

Conncaa  mamed  the  consideratioh  of  the  motion  respecting  the  declara- 
tioo;  Wbereopoo, 

JHeBohed,  TiuLt  a  copy  of  the  declaration  passed  yesterday  ,be  signed  by 
Mr.Freflident»and  sent  by  a  flag  to  the  commissioners  of  the  kingof  Great- 
Britmn  at  New- York. 

A  letter  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier  Maxwell,  and  one  of  the  Tth,  from 
Adam  Fergasoo,  enclosing  a  remonstrance  on  the  subject  of  the  detention 
of  the  trom  lately  serving  under  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne,  with  a  requi- 
■tioa  fir  meur  immediate  release : 

(hiend,  Hiat  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  :  the  members 
chosen  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Witherspoon. 

A  petition  from  Henry  baron  Essich  was  read : 

Onared,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee be  empowered  and  directed  to  enquire  into  tlie  facts  therein  set  forth, 
and  to  grant  such  relief  as  they  may  think  expedient ;  and  farther,  that  the 
said  oonmtttee  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  legion  command- 
ed hv  coottt  Pulaski,  and  report  thereon  ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  liarchaDt,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  major-gen.  Mifflin,  was  read. 

Urdcrc^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordeni,  That  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  in  every  week  be  set  apart  for 
regulating  the  af&irs  of  the  treasury  and  finances ;  and  that  no  other  business, 
cxccpti]i|  the  reading  and  disposing  of  public  letters,  be  taken  up  on  those 
days  without  tiie  unanimous  consent  of  the  house,  until  the  business  afore* 
said  18  gone  through  and  finished. 

A  motion  was  made  that  Congress  meet  twice  a  day : 

Qaestion  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter  of  the  II  th,  from  gen.  Nelson,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  vote  of  thanks  to  gen.  Nelson,  and  the  officers  and  gen- 
tlemen of  tibe  corps  of  volunteers  under  his  command,  together  with  the  lore- 
9«V  '^tter,  be  published. 
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The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  40,000  dollars,  in 
favor  of  major  Lee,  for  the  use  of  the  corps  of  light  dragoons  under  his  com- 
mand ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That,  on  the  application  of  the  bbard  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant  issue 
on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-roaster  to  the  said  board, 
for  10,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  col.  David  Kennedy,  of  Win- 
chester, in  Virginia,  to  complete  the  barracks  ordered  to  be  built  m  the  said 
place ;  the  said  Oavid  Kennedy  to  be  accountable. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  every  officer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States*  whose  duty 
requires  his  being  on  horseback  in  time  of  action^  and  whose  horse  shall  be 
killed  in  battle,  1^  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding  500  dollars,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  his  horse  so  killed ;  this  resolution  to  have  retrospect  as  far  as  the 
first  day  of  May,  1777 ;  and  that  the  quarter-master  general  be,  and  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  pay  the  value  of  such  horses,  not  exceeding  the  said  sum, 
to  the  respective  su^erers,  on  the  facts  being  properly  authenticated. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  col.  John  Green,  for  keeping  two 
horses  during  the  time  his  wounds  rendered  his  removal  last  campaign  out  of 
New-Jersey  necessary,  be  allowed  him,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
commissioners  "of  claims  for  settlement. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  additional  number  of  signers  of 
continental  bills  of  credit,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  William  Rush* 
Mr.  Robert  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Gunning  Bedford,  were  elected. 

A  petition  from  Patrick  M'MuUen  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  pn  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  colonel  Knoblauch^ 
brought  in  a  report,  wherein  they  represent,  that,  having  examined  his  seve- 
ral commissions  and  recommendations,  it  appears  that  col.  de  Knoblauch  is 
an  experienced  officer,  and  hath  served  in  the  several  countries  mentioned 
in  his  memorial ;  that  the  subjects  contained  in  the  said  memorial  being  vari- 
ous, ou£cht  to  be  referred  to  the  boards  to  whom  they  more  particulany  be- 
long; Whereupon, 

Sesolved,  That  so  much  of  the  memorial  as  relates  to  contracts  for  fri- 
gates, be  referred  to  the  marine  committee : 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  arms,  linen,  cloth,  &c.  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war: 

That  the  propriety  of  employing  col.  Knoblauch  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war,  to  report  thereon  upon  such  information  as  they  may  now  or  here- 
after receive : 

That,  in  the  interim,  colonel  Knoblaucli  be  permitted  to  repair,  as  a  volun- 
teer, to  the  American  camp,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  125  dollars 
per  month. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Mgust  13,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  no  passes  be  eranted  to  any  person  or  persons  to  ^o  into 
New -York,  but  by  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chief;  and  that  major-ge- 
neral Arnold  be  directed  to  recal  any  pass  or  passes  be  may  have  given  to 
dny  persons  going  to  New-York  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  have  not 
yet  gone  under  such  passes. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  from  the  board  of  treasury 
of  the  15th  of  April  last,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Saturday  in  every  week,  be  added  to  the  days 
already  set  apart  for  regulating  the  business  of  the  treasury  and  finance. 
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Ordered,  That  the  report  lie  on  the  tabte  for  tbe  perusal  of  the  members, 
to  be  tAkn  into  consideration  on  Tuesday  next. 

ScsoM,  That  Satnrdaj  next,  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideratioii 

Ihe  «ti(e  of  foreign  affairs,  and  that  Mr.  S.  Oeane  be  requested  to  attend 

Coi^re§8  on  that  day,  to  ^ve  them  information  re)«pecting  the  general  state 

«fll«eajBur«  and  a  particular  state  of  their  funds  and  commercial  conaez- 

IMS  in  Earope,  and  especially  with  Mons.  de  Beaumarcbais. 

Oriered^  That  the  committee  on  foreign  ai&irs  lay  before  Congress,  on 
Ffiday,  all  letters  and  other  public  papers  which  they  mi^  have  received 
from  the  commissioners,  agents,  or  other  persons,  who  have  transacted  bn- 
asnem  for  the  United  States  in,  Europe,  from  the  original  appointment  of  the 
committee  of  secret  correspondence,  to  this  day. 
Adjonraed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrov. 

FRIDAY,  Mgust  14»  1778. 

Xlctter,  of  the  9tii,  from  een.  Washington,  was  rea4>  enclosing  one  of  t&e 
6tb,  from  ma]or-general  Sullivan. 

A  ietter,  o€  August  lat,  from  Mr.  Huntington*  one  of  the  delegates  from 
Coonecticst.  at  Norwich,  directed  to  the  delegates  of  that  state  in  Congress, 
was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  setting  fc^  sundry  evils  and  abuses  in 
the  hospitals  in  the  eastern  district :  Whereupon, 

Eeaotved,  That  the  resolution  of  Consress  of  the  9th  of  June  last,  antho- 
nziugthedepntydirector-generalof  the  hospital  in  the  eastern  department, 
Vnl^ahsence  t^tbe  director-general,  to  superintend  the  medical  affairs  of 
that  department,  be»  and  it  is  hereby  repealed ;  and  that  the  said  hospital  for 
the  future  be  onder  the  same  reguladons  as  the  hospitals  in  the  other  de- 
psrtmeols. 

Mesolved^  That  tiie  director-general  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  hospital  in  the  eastern  department,  and  eive  proper  orders  for  the' 
good  government  and  economy  thereof,  and  dischaiige  unqualified  and  su- 
pemoeierary  officers,  if  any  there  be. 

Whereas^  it  is  of  great  conseauence  to  the  general  weal  that  the  enemy  at 
Kew-lork  should  not  be  supplied  with  provisions,  which  may  relieve  the 
distress  at  present  prevailing  in  their  army  and  fleet ;  and  for  the  more  ef* 
fectsal  execution  of  the  embargo, 

Maohed,  That  the  vice-president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to  station  one  of  their  gallies,  under 
casisiand  of  a  vigilant  officer,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cape-May  channel, 
with  orders  to  search  all  vessels  that  may  be  outward  bound,  either  throu^ 
Cape-May  channel  or  the  Delaware ;  and  if  any  shall  be  found  exporting 
promions  contrary  to  the  embargo,  that  they  be  brought  before  the  govern- 
ment, to  answer  for  such,  their  misconduct. 

Re»hed,  That  the  governor  of  New -Jersey  be  requested  to  take  the  most 
efectnal  measures  to  enforce  due  observance  of  the  embargo,  as  Congresi 
consider  it  of  the  first  importance  to  continue  the  distress  prevailing  in  the 
enemy's  fleet  and  army  at  New -York  for  provisions ;  and  because  were  is 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  coast  trade  with  provisions  may  be  productive 
of  supply  to  the  enemy,  either  through  the  vigilance  of  the  cruisers,  or  by 
iU  designing  avaricious  men  • 

A  petition  of  John  Hart,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  respecting  the 
captnre  of  ihe  sloop  Peggy,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Towson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  was 
read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Penn. 
Vol,  hi.  3 
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A  petition  from  Patrick  Colvin,  at  TrentoD -ferry,  was  read  :  Whereupon^ 

Besolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed,  if  he  has  any  boats 
or  flats  belonging  to  the  public  at  any  of  the  ferries  on  the  river  Delaware 
unemployed,  to  lend  two  of  them  to  ratrick  Colvin,  to  be  by  him  employe^ 
at  Trenton -ferry  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public. 

A  petition  from  William  Allison,  fi;uardian  of  John  Biakely,  in  behalf  of 
the  said  John  Blakely,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved  that  it  be  committed :  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  commissioners  of  claims,  with  the  approbation  of  the  auditor-general;^ 
report. 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Edison,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's 
office,  from  the  12th  of  June  to  the  12th  of  August,  ^7TS,  inclusive,  160  dol- 
lars, and  for  his  expenses  from  York-town  to  Philadelphia,  16  dollars,  mak- 
inein  the  whole,  176  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  aschaplaini  his  pay  and  sub- 
sistence from  the  11th  of  July  to  the  10th  of  August,  1778,  both  days  inclu- 
sive, 60  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  col.  John  Greene  for  the  etpenses  of  keeping  two 
horses  in  the  fall  of  1776,  when  he  was  wounded  in  the  state  of  New- York, 
and  which  were  necessary  to  carry  him  to  his  place  of  residence  in  Virginia^ 
200  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fkvor  of  Mr.  Penn,  one 
of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  2000  dollars,  advanced 
upon  his  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  additional  number  of  sixers  of 
the  continental  bills  of  credit,  and  the  ballots  bein»  taken,  tlie  following  gen- 
tlemen were  chosen,  viz.  John  Shee,  Francis  Lewis,  inn.  William  Marshall^ 
Joseph  Wilson,  James  Royson,  James  Little,  James  Rowan,  and  Isaac  AH. 

The  board  of  war,  to^  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  hon.  sieur 
Gerard,  relative  to  Mr.  William  Straker,  having  made  report  thereon,  and 
the  same  beinr  read, 

Ordered,  lliat  the  said  report  and  papers  referred  to,  relative  to  Mr. 
Straker,  be  referred  to  the  government  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  de- 
termine whether  they  will  consider  Mr.  William  Straker,  lately  made  pri- 
soner by  the  count  d'Estaing's  squadron,  as  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  and  if  the  said  government  shall  determine  to  consider  and  receive 
the  said  Mr.  William  Straker  as  a  citizen  of  their  state,  that  they  be  desired 
to  transmit  a  certificate  of  their  determination  to  the  sieur  Gerard,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relative  to  Cornelius 
Sweers  and  colonel  B.  Flower,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  f ead :  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed. 

Ordered,  That  three  member»  be  added  to  the  committee:  the  members 
choden,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Harvie,  and  Mr.  T.  Adams, 

The  committee  on  foreign  affiurs  laid. before  Confess  sundry  letters  and 
papers  which  they  have  received  from  the  commissioners^  agents  and  other 
persons  who  have  transacted  public  business  in  Europe. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Jugust  15,  1778. 

A  inotion  was  made  to  resolve,  that  the  members  of  this  house  keep  secret 
from  all  but  the  members  of  this  house,  under  like  obligations  of  secrecy, 
such  information  as  may  be  derived  from  an  inspection  of  the  papers  of  toe 
committee  of  secret  correspondence^  or  from  hearing  the  same  read : 
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After  debate,  the  preTious  question  was  moved^  and  the  jeas  and  nays  re- 
qiired  bj  Mr.  Duer, 


AcuvBbeydb>«,  Mr. 


Bardett, 
S.  Adains^ 


.Vr9>r«rifcv 


A 


Lorell, 

Holten, 
Ifr.  Mardumt, 
Mr.  SheTman, 

BarnicTy 

A.  AdazD% 
Hr.  Lewisy 

Duer, 

O.  lfomS| 


Mr.  WithcrBpoon,  m 


Scodder, 
MrIL  Monia, 
Reed, 

J.  Smitbt 


no 
no 


\ 


no 


iay 


Maryland^ 


Virgima, 


N,'CaroUna^ 


S^'Caro&na, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 

Pbter, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Banister, 

T.  Adains, 

Harvie, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  LAurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthews^ 
Mr.  Telfiur, 

Langworthy,  ay 


'^\<ni 


Soli  wisresi^ved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  set  aside. 

It  was  then  moved  to  resolve,  that  no  matter  contained  in  the  letters  laid 
beibre  Congress  br  the  committee  for  foreign  aflfairs,  be  communicated  to 
anj jpenons  out  ot  Congress  without  permission  of  the  house : 

Alter  debate,  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  jeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton^ 


•V-HnpAire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
•«fiina*tfs>&3r,  Mr.  S.  Adaiofl^ 

Gerry, 
Lorell, 
Holten, 

Mr,  Marcluait^ 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Uosmer, 
K.  Adams, 

Mr.  Leuis, 
Duer, 

Mr.  Witfaerspoon, 
Soidder, 

Mr.  R.  Morris^ 
Reed, 
J.Smith, 


Xem-Tmk, 


no 


Maryland^ 


PirginiOj 


Ni-CaroUtuh 


S,'CaroSna, 


GtorgiOf 


Mr.  Chase^ 

Plater, 

Forbes, 
BIr.  R.  H.  Lee, 

Banister, 

T.  Adams, 

Harvie, 

Penn, 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens,  exc 

Drayton, 

Matthews, 

Heyward, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

Langpvortliy,    oy 


^y>oy 

noS 

noj 
I 


no 
ay 


oyj 
uteSb 


ay 
ayj 


;U 


»*!«* 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 

Mr.M'Kean,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  attended,  and  resumed  his  seat 
IB  Congress. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  contents  of  the  letters  laid  upon  the 
table  by  the  committee  of  foreign  sdHairs,  be  kept  secret  till  the  eni^uiry  into 
file  state  of  our  foreign  affairs,  and  the  conduct  of  our  commissioners  be 
finiskcd: 

An  aoiendment  was  moved,  to  add  as  follows,  excepting  such  ^rts  thereof, 
as  having  been  already  communicated  to  the  house  without  an  injunction  of 
secrecy,  or  having  been  read  by  private  members  or  others,  may  have  been 
divulged. 

Qoestaon  being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

J^^Bampdirej    Mr.  Bartlett, 
Hwm^titi  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

Lovel], 

Hoken, 
ftai'  mhii4      Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Honner, 

A.  Adams, 


Nho-YwK 

NeuyJtnty^ 
FenntyhamOf 

DelffwarCf 


Mr.  Lewis,  oy^ 

Duer,  oy^ay 

G.  Morris,       ayj 


Mr,  Witherspoon, no"} 
Scudder,        no> 

iy\ 


Mr.  B-  Moms^  no 

Reed,  a 

J.  Smith,  ay_ 

Mr.  M'Kean,  no  ^ 


SB 
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Mcar^flandf 


Mr,  Cbase,  no 

Plater,  a^>>^y 

Forbes,  ay 

Mr. R.  H.  Lee,  no) 

Bcuiister,  no^no 

T.  Adams,  noj 


N.-CmtiUnOt        Mr.  Peniv  «m 

Harriett,  noyno 

VTiUiams,  ay 

S.'Cardlina;        Mr.  Laurens^  tio' 

Drayton,  ay^n/b 

MLtthews,  no 
XGtorgia^             Vb, 


So  it  )Ki86ed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put ;  and  the  yeas  and  najs  required  by  Mr. 
CiMBe« 


NewJIampahire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Murn'm-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gcny, 
LoveU, 
Hblten, 
Bfr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Hosroer, 
A.Adaiis, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
G.  Monies 


Jthodt-Ialandt 
Cormectiaitf 


J^ew-J^neyt 
Fmnsykania, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay\ 
Scudder,        ay  S  ^ 

Mr.  R.  Morris, 
Reed, 
J.  Smith, 


Delaware^ 
Mdrykaui, 


Virginia^ 


N.-CaroUnttf 


S.'CarQUnat 


Getrgia, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Piater, 

Forbes^ 
BIr.  K.  H.  Lee, 

Banister, 

T.  Adams, 

Harvie, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

Williams^ 
"Mi,  lAurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthews, 

Heyward, 
Mr.  Tetfair,  no 

Langworthy,  no 


] 


no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read,  which  letter 
was  accompanied  with  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  a  general  court-mar- 
tial on  Frederick  Verner,  charged  with  acting  as  a  spy  and  guide  to  the 
British  army ;  and  sets  forth,  *«  that  as  the  evidences  do  not  appear  suffi- 
ciently full  and  clear  to  touch  the  life  of  a  citizen,  he  has  suspended  the 
sentence  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known :"  the  letter  also  was 
accompanied  with  the  proceedings  and  sentences  of  a  general  court-martial 
on  adjutant  Wallace,  Patrick  M'Mullen,  and  Henry  Love,  together  with 
sundry  certificates,  &c.  relative  to  the  matter ;  and  states,  that «« as  the  evi- 
deace  ^instthe  two  former  is  in  his  opinion,  insufficient  to  touch  their  lives, 
and  as  there  are  several  circumstances  in  favor  of  the  latter,  he  begs  leave  to 
recommend  them  to  Conmss  as  proper  objects  of  mercy;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  Fretlerick  Verner, 
together  with  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  and 
Ae  papers  relative  to  the  matter,  be  referred  to  the  supreme  executive 
council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon  to  Congress. 

That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  adjutant  Wallace,  Patrick 
M*Mullen,and  Henry  Love,  with  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the  gen- 
eral court-martial  on  them,  and  the  certificates,  &c.  relative  to  the  matter, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  James  Smith,  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due,  to  Brvan  Lefferty,  ftr  his  subsistence  as  a  prisoner 
(agreeable  to  the  articles  of  capitulation  with  major-general  Schuyler,  Jan- 
uary la,  1776,)  from  the  2d  of  August,  1777,  to  the  29th  of  July,  1778, 
both  days  inclusive,  51  weeks  and  ftwr  days,  at  28  shillings  per  week,  the 
sum  allowed  fa^  Congress,  192  40-90  dollars : 

(Mererf,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 
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Xlie  aynaittee  on  the  treasurj  brought  in  a  reDort ;  Whereupon* 
Ordend,  That  a  warrant  mue  on  Thomas  omith»  esq.  commissioner  of 
fte  ceMinetttml  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favour  of  the 
coiDBittee  of  comroerce,  for  10,646  60-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay 
Sasid  and  Isaac  Penrose,  on  account  of  a  balance  due  to  them  by  the  secret 
csBBittee  for  freight  of  a  cargo  by  the  ship  Sally,  delivered  at  Cadiz* 
aid  fir  dcmam^  of  the  said  ship  ;  the  committee  of  commerce  to  be  ac- 
ooantable. 
fhdend^  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 
Ordered^  That  Mr.  Deane  be  introduced,  and  that  a  seat  be  prepared  for 
him  at  the  end  of  the  lower  table,  on  the  president's  right  hand. 

Mr.  Deane  was  accordingly  introduced,  and  delivered  two  letters,  one 
fnwi  Dr.  Franklin,  dated  Passy,  March  31st,  1776,  and  one  from  Mons.  de 
Bcaaoiarcfaais*  dated  Paris,  March  £4th,  177B ;  which  were  read. 
%  Mr.  Deane  was  then  proceeding  to  give  the  information  required ;  where* 
apMk  avM^on  was  made,  that  the  information  be  given  in  writing : 
^Mend,  That  Mr.  Deane  withdraw. 

Acoordi^giy  he  withdrew ;  and  on  motion  made,  that  the  narrative  Mr* 
Deane  shall  give  to  this  house,  of  his  transactions  in  France,  be  in  writing. 
Alter  dewute  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 


A'fm^TuHe, 


Mr.  Btftletty 
.8.  Adaros^ 
Gerry, 

HoUon, 
Mr.  Mazcbant, 

Hocmer, 
A.  Adams, 
Mr,  Lejna^ 
l>aer. 

!*•  sBoms, 


XtiDjieneg^        Mr.  Witherspoon,oy 


Delaware^ 
Marylwuk 


VirgifdOf 


N.-CaroUntk 


S.'CaroSnOf 


Sciidder,        ay 


Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Banister, 
T.  Adaons, 
llar^e, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
WiUiams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hey  ward, 

Mr.  Telfair, 


no 


Lang^'orthy,  no 


no 


Mr.  R.  Mbnis,        mo) 
Beed,  ay^no 

James  Smith,  no^^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.Chaae, 


Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mniia'ffft  May,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gcrrjr, 


Xhtd^tCand, 


^Yev'Ttrkf 


Molten, 

LoTell, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sbennan, 

Hosmer, 

A.  Adaii]% 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer 

C  Moms, 
Ifr.  Witherspoon,  ay 

Scudder,        ay 
Vr«  R  Morris,       no 

Reed,  nor 

8iDith,n9} 


ay 


no 


Dekavore^ 
Maryland, 


Firginia, 


J>r,'Cai^Una, 


S^'CofUna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  M<Kean, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Banister, 

T.  Adams, 

Harvie, 
Mr.  Penn, 

llamett 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Heyward, 
Mr.  Telfair,  w' 

Langworthy,  no 


no 


no 


f|9 


So  H  passed  in  the  negative. 

Bemdved,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in,  and  inPormed  that  Congress  desire 
Us  atte&duee  again  'W  Mmiday  noming,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  give,  from  his 
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memorv,  a  general  account  of  his  whole  transactions  in  France,  from  the 
time  of  his  first  arrivalt  as  well  as  a  particular  state  of  the  funds  of  Congress^ 
apd  the  commercial  transactions  in  Europe,  especially  with  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais,  and  to  answer  such  questions  as  may  be  asked. 

Mr.  Deane  being  called  in,  and  informed  of  the  desire  of  Congress,  with- 
drew. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gen.  Washington,  at  White-Plains,  and  one,  of 
the  10th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Portsmouth,  Rhode-Island,  and 
Otoe,  of  the  12th,  from  W.  Palfrey,  esq.  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  last  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  August  1 7,  1778. 

Applications  from  Mrs.  Wilson,  Fanny  Radden,  and  Maria  Barrel,  for 
leave  to  go  to  New -York,  were  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Deane  attending  according  to  t)rder,  was  introduced,  and  proceeded 
io  eiVe  the  information  required,  and,  having  made  some  progress  therein,  he 
had  leave  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  withdrew. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Deane  attend  on  Wednesday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock^ 
to  proceed  in  his  information. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  one,  of  the  same 
date,  to  him  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay- master  general ;  also  a  letter,  of  the  11th, 
from  the  said  W.  Palfrey  to  Congress,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  from  W.  Palfrey  be  referred  to  the  board  of 
treasury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-eeneral  Mifflin,  was  read,  enclosing  his 
commission,  which,  for  reasons  set  fortli  in  the  said  letter,  he  begs  leave  to 
resign : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  tozether  with  his  letters  of  the  10th  and 
11th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  G.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Withcrspoon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  of 
the  28th  of  July,  respecting  major-gen.  Putnam,  and  the  report  of  &e  court 
of  enquiry  on  the  subject  of  the  posts  on  the  Highlands,  on  Hudson's  river^ 
taken  last  year,  which  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  report. 

That,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  factd  stated  bj  the  court  of  enqui* 
ry»  and  consideration  of  the  evidence  taken  and  transmitted,  it  appears  that 
those  posts  were  lost,  not  from  any  fault,  misconduct,  or  negligence,  of  the 
commanding  officers,  but  solely  through  the  want  of  adequate  force  under 
their  command  to  maintain  ana  defend  them. 

Hesolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 
'    In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  as- 
aistant  auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Charles  Cist,  for  his  services  in  attending  the  making 
of  paper,  by  order  of  the  treasury  board,  the  sum  of  418  dollars,  including 
his  expenses  while  on  that  service : 

That  there  is^due  to  Timothy  Barret,  for  polishins  and  planishing  tw6 
copper  plates  for  engraving,  by  order  of  the  board  of  treasury,  the  sum  of 
^1  30-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  followine  persons,  for  boarding  and  funeral  ex* 
penses  of  gen.  da  Coudray,  deceased,  the  sum  of  695  60-^  dollars,  viz. 

To  Mary  House,  for  boarding  and  loddng  him  and  his  family,  the  sum  of 
400  dollars,  and  for  sundries  furnished  for  the  funeral,  the  sum  of  137  dol- 
lars, making  tosether  the  sum  of  537  dollars : 
To  Amelia  Taylor,  for  crape  for  the  faneral»  the  sum  of  74  60-90  dollars  • 
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To  Mar^  Jacques  and  James  Oillingham,  for  coffin  and  furniture,  the 
nm  of  80  dollars  ;  and  to  die  Rev.  Ferdinand  Farmer,  for  his  attendance, 
4c.  at  tke  chapel,  4  dollars^  making  in  the  whole  695  60-90  dollars : 

Ordbfd»  Tnatthe  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Tie  ceounittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Mertdy  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  eaq.  commissioner  of 
ftf  c9Atinentid  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Penniijlvania,  in  favor  of  Isaac 
Ifeichior,  esq.  barrack- master  general,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his 
denartment ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  63,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Charles 
Stevart,  mo.  commissarj-general  of  issues,  for  the  use  of  his  department, 
and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issae  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  one  of 
the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  500  dollars,  it  being  advanced 
npoo  his  application  ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

T^ist  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
neotai\Qan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  committee  of 
€ODmerce,for  5555  50-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  Jonathan  Williams 
the  fre^t  of  180  bales  of  merchandise,  imported  on  public  account  from 
F/aace ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  apoQ  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 

issue  in  fi^vor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-nuuiter  to  the  said  board,  for  100,000 

dollars,  to  enable  the  board  to  pay  for  the  transportation  of  and  making  up 

cloihxiiig,  and  to  continue  the  purchase  of  stockings,  shoes,  hats  and  blankets, 

for  the  army ;  die  laid  Joseph  Nourse  to  be  accountable. 

Betobeedy  Tlut  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  as  respects 
ike  grant  of  money  to  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  be  re-comrottted, 
aad  that  the  board  report  specially  ^hereon^ 

Baolved^  That  all  the  loan -office  certificates  struck  by  resolutions  of 
CoDgress  of  the  Sd  day  of  October,  1776,  the  14th  of  January  and  22d 
day  of  February,  1777,  and  860  certificates  of  1000  dollars  each,  numbered 
froi^No.  1,  to  860,  of  the  emission  ordered  by  Conffress  the  17th  day  of 
JasasiT*  1778,  which  have  been  signed  by  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  treasurer* 
or  damsel  Hillegas,  be  good  and  valid,  notwithstanding  some  of  the  said  cer- 
tificates may  be  issued  by  the  several  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan- 
offices,  after  the  date  of  tKe  resolution  of  Congress,  appointing  Francis  Hop- 
kinsen,  esa.  treasurer  of  loans. 

Semdred,  That  each  officer  in  the  department  of  the  quarter-master  and 
barrack-master  general  attending  Congress,  be  directed,  from  time  to  time, 
to  render  to  the  several  members  accounts  of  the  articles  supplied  them  re- 
spectively, according  to  the  cost  thereof:  that  such  accounts  be  paid  to  the 
pay-ttaster  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  who  siiall  give  to  the  respec- 
tive aembers  dnplicate  receipts  for  the  money  paid,  one  of  which  to  be  left 
at  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adjosmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  August  18,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  14th,  from  brigadier  Weedon,  was  read,  praying  Congress, 
ftr  reasons  therein  set  forth,  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  the  19tli  of 
Mirch,  for  settling  the  rank  of  the  Virginia  brigadiers;  or  if  Congress  will 
please  to  continue  nim  in  the  line  till  he  can  take  an  active  part  again  with 
propriety,  declaring  that  he  will,  whenever  that  is  the  case,  be  ready  and 
•ilung  to  serve  ;  Whereupon  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  disputes  have  arisen  between  brigadiers  Weedon  and  Wood? 
ford,  relating  to  their  rank  in  the'armies  of  the  United  States,  which  were 
fiaally  determined  in  Congress  on  thel9th  of  day  March,  1778,  in  &vor  oC 
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brigadier  Woodford,  by  which  deteriuioatioa  brigadier  Weedon  finds  himseif 
80  circumstanced  as  not  to  be  able  to  serve  with  the  main  army : 

Eesolved,  That  bri^dier  Weedon  be  permitted  to  retire ;  that  he  hold  his 
present  rank  in  the  said  armies,  and  that  he  be  called  into  service  whenever, 
from  a  change  of  circumstancea,  the  inconveniencies  he  now  labors  under 
can  be  removed ;  provided,  that  during  the  time  of  his  beins  retired,  he  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  either  pa^  or  rations,  and  provided  also,  that  unless 
he  shaii  be  called  into,  and  remain  in  service  dunng  the  war,  he  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  half  pay. 

On  passing  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  jeaa  and  nays  being  required  bj 
Mr.  Duer, 


JUiode-Rtand, 
ConneeUeut, 


Ntw-Jarttyy 


Penmhoamat     Mr.  Robetdewi, 

Maryland^  Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 
Forbes, 

Virginia^  Ur.  T.  Adams, 

Hanie, 

Nerth'Cafofina,  Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 
Williams^ 

South-CaroKna,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 
Heywaid, 


div. 


no  \n» 

no 

«y 

ay 
no 

no 

ay 


^ 


Mr.  Telfair,  ayl 

Langworthy,  ayS  ^ 


New-Hampshirt^  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Muti;^HUB*Bayf  Bir.  S.  Adam% 

Geny, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
ilr.  Hosmer, 

A.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
Scudder, 
Boudinot, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiBrmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  the  marquis  de  Britiffny,  was  read  t 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr,  Drayton,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  of  the  lOth,  from  col.  Radiere,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  baron  Arendt,  was  read,  entreating  Con- 
|i;ress  to  permit  him,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  to  cross  the  sea  ;  and  for 
that  purpose  to  grant  him  leave  of  absence  for  twelve  months : 

Resolved,  That  his  prayer  be  granted,  and  that  a  furlough  for  twelve 
months  be  granted  to  baron  d' Arendt,  colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United 
IStates. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enouire  into 
the  state  of  the  legion  under  the  command  of  brigadier  count  Pulaski. 

A  letter  from  gen.  Washington,  respecting  Mr.  Fearer  and  Mr.  SLleins- 
meit,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Dawkins,  purser  of  the  Mermaid  frigate,  was  read : 

"Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tne  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Mons.de  la  Balme,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  date  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  case  of  col.  Flower 
.«nd  Cornelius  Sweers. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th,  from  col.  Knoblauch,  was  read. 

In  consequence  of  recommendations  from  brigadiers  or  officers  command- 
ing brieades^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  John  Gano  be  appointed  chaplain  of  the  brigade 
commanded  by  brigadier  James  Clinton : 

That  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  Smith,  of  Haverhill,  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  be 
appointed  chaplain  to  the  brisade  commanded  by  brigadier  John  Nixon : 

That  the  Rev.  Adam  Bpyd  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  North-Cftrolina 
brigade,  commanded  by  col.  Clarke : 
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Tlttl  1]kie  ReT.  Jobn  Hurt  be  appointed  ehaplain  to  the  brigade  late  com- 
Btnded  by  brigadier  AVeedon : 

'Hiat  tie  ReT.  David  Averj  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  brigade  com- 
manded bj  col.  John  Bailjy  late  brigadier  Learned's  brieade. 

Tk  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congress  a  fetter  of  April  25tb, 
an/floeof  the  Sd  of  Maj  last,  from  Mr.  Schweighauser,  at  Nantes,  with 
mdrr  papers  enclosed : 

Orierta,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Also  a  letter  of  July  Sd,  from  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  at  Charleston, 
South-Carolina,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Stephen  Ceronio,  at  Cape  Trancois^ 
to  the  said  Mr.  LtiTingston : 

OrdereAf  That  these  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that 
die  committee  be  directed  to  report  specially  thereon.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  tiie  5th,  from  John  Baynton,  and  one  of  the  6th,  from  Andrew 
Lewis  and  Thomas  Lewis,  commissioners  at  Fort-Pitt,  with  sundry  papers 
csidmed,were  read : 

Ordend^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Bigelow,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 4th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Raolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  take  such 
measures  with  regard  to  the  making  up,  storing  and  transporting  the  imported 
dodiing  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  28th  ot  May  last,  as 
to  them  shall  seem  expedient  and  best  adapted  to  present  circumstances  i 
any  t\i\ii^Gontuned  in  the  said  resolutions  notwithstanding. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
t9q,  chthier-^nenX,  for  20,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  answer  a  draught 
of  his  agents,  Messrs.  Otis  and  Andrews,  of  Boston,  in  favor  of  sir  James 
Jay,  for  a  like  sum  received  of  him  by  the  said  agents ;  the  clothier-general 
to  be  accountable. 

A  memorial  from  Henry  Dulhauer,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  comrade, 
Frederick  Brown,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o^clock  to-morrow. 

,     WBDNESDAY,  ^tf^use  19,  1778. 

Mr.  Cyms  Griffin,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  the  appointment  of  the  delegates  from  that  state,  which  were 
read  as  follows : 

^Ix  TB«  GsNEaAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  YiRoiKiA,  Moy  29th,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Adams,  John  Harvie,  John  Banister,  Francis 
LightCoot  Lee,  Merewether  Smith,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and  Cjrus  6riffin« 
Eaqrs.  be  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  commonwealth  m  Congress^ 
for  one  year  from  the  11th  day  of  August  next. 

ARCHIBALD  CARY,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

BENJAMIN  HARRISON,  8.  H.  H." 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washington,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  of 
the  ISA,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  iSiode-Island,  was  read : 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Joseph  Nourse,  secretary  of  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  was  read,  enclosing  a  monthly  return  of  military  stores. 

Tht  marine  committee  having  informed  Congress  that  a  fleet  of  the  enemy 
is  now  in  the  river  Delaware,  their  strength  ana  destination  unknown  : 

Menlvedj  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered  and  directed  imme- 
diately to  equip  and  despatch,  with  all  possible  expedition,  all  the  armed 
vessels  now  m  port,  to  aid  the  frigate  Chimere,  and  annoy  the  enemy. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  dothier-generai  majce  a  return  to  Congr^s 
VouIII.  4 
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of  the  iftsues  of  clothing  made  hj  him,  or  any  of  his  agents,  to  the  several 
resiments  in  the  continental  senrice,  from  the  1st  day  of  October  last. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  gen.  Washington's  letter 
of  the  4th,  respecting  the  department  of  the  ciothier-generali  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  Congress  do  not  expect  hia 
attendance  this  day,  but  that  he  attend  on  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  to 
proceed  in  his  information. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  the  navy  board  in 
the  middle  aistrict,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  captain  Nathaniel  Falconer 
and  James  Searle,  esq.  were  elected. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consi- 
deration; Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  navy  boards  be  authorized  and  empowered 
to  appoint  and  constitute  courts  of  enquiry  and  courts-martial,  under  the 
direction  of  the  marine  committee,  to  examine  and  determine  all  offences 
and  misdemeanors  in  the  marine  department,  according  to  law  martial,  in 
the  same  manner  as  by  a  resolve  of  the  6th  of  May  last  is  prescribed  in  cer- 
tain cases  therein  mentioned,  and  that  this  resolve  continue  in  force  until  the 
6th  day  of  May  next,  and  no  longer. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  m^de  to  his  excellency  the  count  d'Estaing, 
vice-admiral  of  France,  to  purchase  of  him  all  such  prize  ships  and  other 
vessels  which  he  may  take  on  the  coasts  of  these  states,  as  he  may  not  choose 
to  retain  in  his  hands  or  send  into  port : 

That  the  marine  committee  take  proper  measures  to  execute  this  resolu- 
tion, and  make  monthly  reports  to  Congress  of  the  several  vessels  that  may 
be  so  purchased,  and  the  cost  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  instructed  to  stipulate  for  the 
payment  of  such  vessels  as  shall  be  so  purchased  in  continental  currency  or 
provisions. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims^  the 
auditor- general  reports, 

That  there  is  due,  to  Giffbrd  Dalley,  for  providing  an  entertainment  on  the 
reception  of  Mons.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of 
France,  on  Thursday,  the  6th  instant,  the  sum  of  1424  dollars : 

That  there  is  due,  to  Richard  Ross,  for  ridine;  express  from  January  the 
Jl5th,  1777,  to  November  the  1st,  280  days,  a  balance  of  195  dollars. 

The  auditor-general  further  reports. 

That  there  is  due,  to  James  Million,  esq.  for  his  pay  as  commissioner  of 
accounts  at  the  board  of  treasury,  from  the  16th  ot  March  to  the  19th  of 
August,  inclusive,  157  days,  at  five  dollars  per  day,  785  dollars : 

That  there  is  due,  to  William  Turnbull,  esq. for  his  pay  as  commissioner 
of  claims  at  the  treasury  office,  from  December  Sd,  1777,  to  February  4th, 
1778,  64  days,  at  four  dollars  per  day,  256  dollars ;  and  5th  of  February  to 
the  18th  of  Auautt,  inclusive,  195  days,  at  five  dollars  per  day,  975  dollars ; 
in  all,  1251  doUars : 

That  there  is  due,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ewing,  for  his  pay  as  clerk  to  the  board 
of  treasury  and  commissioners  of  claims,  from  the  28th  of  December,  1777,, 
to  the  28th  of  July,  1778,  seven  months,  at  75  dollars  per  month,  525  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brougnt  in  a  report;  W^hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  upon  application  of  Uie  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  war- 
rant issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  600Q  dollarstin  favor  of  Mr.  Joseph  Nourse» 
pay^master  to  the  board,  to  be  advanced  by  t^em  to  Thomas  Mayberry,  of 
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^e«-Jer«ej,  in  part  of  the  BUia  of  13,333  1-3  dollars,  which  he  is  to  receive 
OD  a  ooatnct  for  iron  between  him  and  coL  B.  Flower,  commissarj-general 
of  n»\\tii7-store8,  dated  at  Lebanon,  the  28th  of  Maj,  1778 ;  the  said 
iose^Nwirae  to  be  accountable. 

Adiettraed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Mgiut  20, 1778. 

A!ettier,of  the  19tb,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read  : 
Oriared,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  report 
meir  optnioa  oo  the  necessitj  of  an  additional  number  of  troops  to  the  corps 
of  lATalids,  for  the  purpose  of  guards  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  and  if 
an  additional  number  is,  in  their  opinion,  necessary,  how  many  and  for  what 
purposes. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  June,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read: 
Ordtredj  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen, 
'NLr.Telfair,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A\etter,  ol  this  day,  from  J.  M'Rinley,  esq.  late  president  of  the  state  of 
Delaware,  was  read,  soliciting  to  be  exchanged  for  William  Franklin,  esq. 
late  governor  of  New-Jersey ;  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  sense  of  the  house  be  taken,  whether  it  is 
consistent  at  present  with  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  consent  to  the 
exchange  of  William  Franklin, -esq.  late  governor  of  New-Jersey: 

The  previous  question  was  moved ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re< 
<\aViedby  Mr.  Duer, 


JVcv-JZnipdbirc,  Hr.  Barllett, 
Mtma'ifft-ikty,  Jfr.  S.  Adiuns, 

Geny, 
Level], 
Holten, 

Hr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Uosmer, 
A.  Adams 

Mr.  Lewi% 
Duer, 
G.  Monii^ 

Mr.  Efaner, 
Scudder, 
Boudinot, 

Mr.  Koberdeau, 


no 


Maryland, 


Virginia^ 


^.'CaroUna, 


S^CaroUnot 


Gtar^ 


Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  T.  Adains, 
Harvie, 
R  H.Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Heywaid, 

Mr.  Teteur, 


Langwoithj,  ay  5 


By? 

James  Smith,  ay  3  ^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  that  the  main  question  be  not  put. 

On  the  Question  put, 

RtsoliBea,  That  W.  Franklin,  esq.  late  gorernor  of  New-Jersey,  is  a  pri- 
sonec  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Congress  consent  to  the  exchange  of  president 
]i*Kinley  for  governor  Franklin ;  to  which  the  previous  question  wasmoved^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


ifeiP-fflrayiftirr,  Mr.  Bartlett^ 
Mamt^mt-Ba^,  Mr.  S.  Adanifl^ 

Gcny, 
Loveil, 
Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Hosmer, 
A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
G.  Morns, 

)fr.  Scudden 
Boudinot, 

Bit.  Boberdeau, 
James  QBuHiy 


^h^Tvrk, 


Maryknui, 
Virginia^ 


Mr.  Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Harvie, 
R  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Heywaid, 


Georgith  Mr.Tefcur,  ^1^ 

Xangwortby,  «yS 
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So  the  main  queation  was  set  aside. 

A  letter,  of  July  2dd»  from  John  Wereat,  esq.  of  SaTannah,  in  Georgia^ 
was  read,  accompanied  with  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admi^ 
ralty  on  a  libel  against  the  armed  brig  Hinchinbroke : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  apqpeals. 

A  letter,  of  Juljf  14th^  from  John  Sanford  Dart,  of  South-Carolina,  with 
an  invoice  of  clothing  enclosed,  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  capt.  I.  Stoddard,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  there- 
port  of  the  board  of  war  on  the  petition  of  capt.  Stoddard  and  others. 

A  letter,  of  July  £2d,  from  Raymond  Demere,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  a  former  letter  from  the 
said  Mr.  Demere. 

Besolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  said  committee :  the  member 
chosen,  Mr.  Forbes. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  was  read,  informing  that  a  French  sailor,  taken  on  board  of  an  Eng- 
lish privateer  by  an  American  ship,  is  confined  in  the  prison  of  Philadelphia, 
and  requesting  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  would  be 
pleased  to  give  orders  that  the  said  sailor  be  delivered  to  his  disposal,  on  the 
assurance  of  an  equal  return  in  a  similar  cas^ : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  com- 
ply with  the  said  request. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  gen.  Washington^ 
relative  to  baron  Steuben,  broueht  in  a  report : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  ^en.  Washington,  and  that  he  be  desired 
to  consider  the  same,  and  return  it  to  Congress,  with  his  opinion  and  ob- 
servations thereon. 

A  letter  from  John  Campbell  was  read,  setting  forth  that  he  is  settled  on 
islands  independent,  and  in  a  country  deemed  neutral  and  independent,  and 
that  looking  on  himself  in  that  li^ht,  he  desires  permission  may  oe  granted  to 
him  for  a  free  trade  with  the  United  States :  ^ 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  Mr.  Campbell  be  informed  that 
Conn^ss  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  give  any  decision  on  the  matter. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tie  treasurer  for  SOOO  dollars,  in  favor 
of  the  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  bj  them  transmitted  to  Messrs.  James 
imd  Adam  Hunter,  of  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia,  to  p«iy  wages  due  to  the 
^seamen  on  board  the  brig  Morris,  now  under  tneir  care,  load  eel  with  tobacco 
on  public  account,  and  other  charges  attending  that  vessel ;  the  said  commit- 
tee to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  500  dollars,  in  favor  of  Mr.  J. 
Wentworth,one  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  advanced 
upon  his  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  250  dollars,  in  favor  of  James 
Green,  jun.  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Samuel  Johnston,  treasurer  of 
the  northern  district  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  dated  the  16th  day 
of  March,  1777,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of  tlie  said  James  Green,  jun.  the  said 
state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  application  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  for  17,786  dollars,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  their 
pay-master,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  for  equip- 
ping his  legion ;  the  said  brigadier  count  Pulaski  to  be  accountable.- 
Adjoumed  to  ten  p'olock  to-morrow. 


I 
■^ 
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FRIDAY,  Jiugust  21, 1778. 

Wetter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  which  was  accom- 
panied vitktlie  proceedings  oia  coart-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-gen.  Lee, 
and  enclosing  Bundry  papers,  comprehending  a  request  by  major-gen.  Phi- 
\\fs,hr  an  officer  to  go  into  Canada  by  the  way  of  the  lakes*  on  the  subject 
of  dffduDS  for  the  convention  troops  : 

OrdereSk  That  the  said  papers,  with  so  much  of  gen.  Washington's  letter 
tf  relates  to  gen.  Phillip'  request,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the 
Aembera  chbseD,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordertd,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
peroial  of  the  members,  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Wednesday  next. 
Another  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
copyof  aletterof  the  17th,  from  major-sen.  Sullivan. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  councu  of  Pennsylvania,  was  read,  inform- 
i^^ikit  the  couQcil  and  a  committee  of  the  hon.  house  of  assembly  desire  a 
confexeikce  with  a  committee  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  fortifying  the 
river  Delaware ;  Whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  coun- 
€&  aad  coouBittee  of  the  assembly  of  Peonsvivania,  on  the  business  aforesaid ; 
the  fliembers  chosen,  Mr.  R.H.  Lee,  Mr.  f)uer,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

A  letter  from  Fanny  Raden  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  go  to  New- 
York: 

ficsolecd.  That  leave  be  not  granted. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  persons  are  desirous  of  going  within  the  ene- 
my's ]ine%  i^j  shall  apply  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  state  to  which 
tkey  belong;  and  if  the  said  executive  powers  approve  the  motives  and  cha- 
racters of  the  persons  applying,  and  shall  be  of  opinion,  especially  at  so  cri- 
tical coDJunctures  as  the  present^  that  no  danger  will  ensue  by  granting  such 
perniiaaioii,  that  they  recommend  them  to  the  officer  commanding  the  troops 
aext  to  the  enemy,  who,  upon  such  recommendation,  may,  at  his  discretion, 
pennit  ttie  persona  to  go  in. 

la  cwseqnence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners^ of  claims^  the 
aiditor-general  reports, 

Hiat  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  regiment,  for 
pay  and  snbaiatence  for  the  months  of  May  and  June  last,  the  sum  of  937 
54-90  dollars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  captain 
Kerre  Mordret,  report^ 

That  the  case  set  forth  by  the  said  memorial  should  be  determined  by  {t 
cooTtoC  admiralty; 
Booked,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  S.  Deane  attended,  and  proceeded  in  his  infor-^ 
matioD,  isd  havinoj  finished  the  general  account  of  his  transactions,  from  the 
time  of  his  first  arrival  in  France  to  his  departure  from  that  kingdom*  and  of 
has  coBDiercial  transactions  in  Europe,  especially  with  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais, 
he  had  leave  to  withdraw,  and  withdrew  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  100  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on  the 
tnal  of  najor-general  Lee,  be  printea  for  the  use  of  the  members. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Mgust  22,  1778, 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Benjamin  Randolph,  and  one  of  the  same  day, 
from  coL  Proctor,  were  read  : 
Ordered,  That  they  he  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  17th,  and  one  of  the  18th,  from  baron  dc  Kalb,  were  read  t 


so 
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Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  18th,  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  letter  of 
the  I7th»  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  chosen^  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee,  Mr.Duer,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

Two  letters,  of  this  daj,  from  captain  Stoddard,  were  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Sweers  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  until  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  case 
of  col.  Flower  and  Cornelius  Sweers  is  taken  into  consideration. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
pay-roaster  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  332,743  60-90  dollars, 
being  the  balance  of  the  sum  of  93£,743  60-90  dollars,  granted  by  Congress 
on  the  11th  of  June  last,  for  carrying  on  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  j^ 
the  said  Joseph  Nourse  to  be  accountable. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  Congress  took  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  when  it  was  agreed,  that  the  report 
shall  be  considered  and  debated  by  paragraphs ;  to  which  amendments  may- 
be offered  and  questions  taken  on  the  several  amendments,  but  no  question 
shall  be  put  on  the  report  till  the  whole  is  gone  through,  and  then  the  question 
shall  be  put  to  agree  to  the  whole  as  amended. 

In  considering  the  powers  of  the  comptroller, 

A  motion  was  made,  after  the  words  "  payable  by  the  United  States,"  t» 
insert  "  in  consequence  of  resolutions  of  Congress ;" 

On  the  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


JkW'Hampshirt,  Bfr.  Bartlett, 
iiaaidsttt-Bay,  Hr.  Gerry, 

Loveli, 


Shodit-Island, 

C^miecHciU, 
liew-York, 

Neuy-Jeney, 
JpemnayhatUa, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  A.  Adjuns, 
Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Elmer, 
M{.  RoberdeMi, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Chase, 
•    Plater, 

Forbes, 


Virginia, 


N,»CaroUnaf 


S,'CaroBna, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Harvie, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.Peim, 

Harnett^ 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 

Telfiir, 


"^^y 


fflO> 


n» 


So  the  states  being  equally  divided,  the  motion  was  lost 
Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed,  to 
Tuesday  next. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Jiugust  £4, 177H. 

A  letter,  of  July  20th,  from  brigadier  Moultrie,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
of  the  18th,  from  Dr.  Oliphant : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  clothing-depart- 
ment, lie  on  the  table  : 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  new  establishment  of  the  army,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war :  and  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the  hospital,  together  with 
Dr.  Oliphant's  letter,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  arranj^ment 

Another  letter,  of  the  27th  of  July,  from  brigadier  Moultne,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  James  Graham,  of  New- York,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia. 

A  letter  from  Messrs.  Hodgson  &  Brown,  inhalntants  of  New-Providence, 
taken  on  board  the  ship  Charlotte,  by  the  fleet  under  tiie  command  of  tbe 
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coont  d^Estung,  and  confined  in  the  new  e^ol  Qf  Philadelphia,  was  read, 
injineCMigresd  to  consider  their  case  and  to  grant  whatever  indulgence 
their  «t»tion  may  be  judged  entitled  to: 

Onfef«<,That  uie  said  Messrs.  Hodgson  &  Brown  be  informed,  that  thej; 
bciof  prisoiiers  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  not  inhabitants  of  anj  of 
Utese  united  States,  their  application  for  indulgence  must  be  made  to  tha 
■ifiister  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Wads  worth,  commissary-general  of  pur* 
^astg,  wa»  read  :  Whereupon, 

CoDgrcsa  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  let- 
ter dT  Jttlj  23d,  from  the  said  commissary  to  his  deputy  Ephraim  Blaine, 
e^.  ahercin  the  said  committee  report  as  their  opinion,  <<  that  the  trans- 
portatioD  of  flour  to  the  eastern  states  by  sea,  is  wise  and  necessary  :^' 
WbereapoD, 

Resohed,  That  the  commissary  general  of  purchases  do  procure  in  Penn- 
ii^Tuiia,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  on  tlie  most  reasonable  terms, 
iD,OQOharTdB  of  flour : 

That  the  said  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  procure  ves- 
sels for  the  transportation  of  the  flour  aforesaid  ;  and  that  he  give  timely 
notice  of  tJie  sailing  of  the  sud  vessels,  and  confer  thereon  with  the  marine 
coBuaittee,  to  the  end,  that  convoy  may  be  obtained  and  tlie  destination 
hereof  directed. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relative  to  col.  Benja- 
min flower  and  Cornelius  Sweers,  for  mal-practices  in  office,  report. 

That  having  caused  Cornelius  Sweeii's  deposition  to  be  taken,  (which  is 
herewith  presented)  respecting  his  charge  against  col.  Flower,  and  having 
con/roated  Cornelius  Sweers  and  col.  Slower,  the  latter  did  positively  de- 
ny all  and  every  part  of  the  charge  against  him  by  the  former :  that  during 
Sweers's  examination,  he  appeared  to  be  under  fears  and  apprehensions ; 
that  during  col.  Flower's  examination,  he  appeared  possessed  of  a  confidence 
of  his  innocence  with  respect  to  the  charse  :  that  col.  Flower  gave  in  to  the 
committee  a  written  declaration,  stating  his  conduct  in  office,  which  is  also 
hefevith  presented  :  that  having  examined  Henry  Baker,  therein  mentioned, 
it  appears  that  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  Phila- 
delphia, the  said  Cornelius  Sweers  did,  as  stated  in  the  said  declaration, 
maie  him  eive  a  receipt  for  more  money  than  was  by  Sweers  paid  to  him : 
that  aboQt  Uie  22d  of  June  last,  being  ordered  by  col.  Flower  to  arrest  Cor-> 
nelias  Sweers,  he,  upon  that  occasion,  told  col.  Flower  of  this  conduct  of 
Sweers:  that  col.  B.  Flower  being  farther  examined,  it  appears  he  gave 
this  order  for  the  arrest  of  Sweers,  being  informed  by  Mr.  Trumbull  that  a 
discovery  had  been  made  and  laid  before  Congress,  of  several  forgeries,  sup* 
posed  to  be  made  by  Sweers,  in  the  public  accounts  he  delivered  into  the 
treasury,  and  that  this  arrest  was  ordered  before  col.  Flower  heard  tha 
Cof^ress  had  given  any  such  order:  that  it  appears  from^  col.  Flower's  pub- 
lic letter  book,  that  he  used  his  best  endeavors  to  cause  Cornelius  Sweers  to 
be  apprehended  without  any  loss  of  time :  that  it  appears  from  col.  Flower's 
examination  that  it  was  after  Sweer's  arrest,  and  while  he  was  in  confine- 
ment at  Philadelphia,  that  he  told  Cornelius  Sweers  of  his  being  informed,  as 
stated  in  the  declaratiop,  that  Cornelius  Sweers  had  taken  a  receipt  fur  more 
mney  than  he  had  paid,  which  particular  Sweers  admitted,  namely,  that 
col.  Rower  had  so  told  him :  that  Sweers,  having  been  repeatedly  questioned 
opoo  the  point,  as  often  declared  he  had  not  any  charge  to  make  against  col. 
Flower,  other  than  what  was  stated  in  his  deposition,  nor  did  he  "know  of 
any  other  instance  of  mal-practice  in  col.  Flower's  conduct  in  his  depart- 
Joeot:  that  upon  the  whole,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  there  is 
sifficient  evtoence  on  the  part  of  Cornelius  Sweers  to  support  a  prosecution 
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against  col.  Flower^  whose  integrity,  in  their  opinion,  stands  unspotted,  not« 
withstanding  the  charge  bjSweera :  Whereupon,  Congress  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Whereas,  after  minute  enquiry  it  has  appeared  to  Congress,  that  the  in- 
te^ity  of  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commissary -general  of  military  stores,  re- 
mains unspotted,  notwithstanding  the  chaise  by  Cornelius  Sweers,  deputr 
commissary-general  of  military  stores,  against  col.  Flower,  for  fraud  in  his 
office  : 

Besolved,  That  col.  Benjamin  Flower  be  discharged  from  his  arrest,  and 
permitted  to  resume  the  functions  of  his  office. 

Whereas,  there  are  so  many  strong  appearances  of  Cornelius  Sweers  be- 
ing guilty  of  divers  forgeries  and  frauds  against  the  public  in  his  official 
transactions : 

Resolved,  That  able  counsel  be  retained  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in 
a  court  of  law  to  prosecute  Cornelius  Sweers,  for  the  foi^geries  and  frauds 
by  him  committed  in  office  ;  and  that  the  books  and  papers  (except  Sweer's 
deposition  and  letters  relative  thereto,)  and  the  accounts  in  possession 
of  Congress,  relative  to  such  mal-conduct,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  such 
counsel,  as  materials  whereupon  to  ground  the  prosecution  to  form  and 
support  the  charge ;  and  further,  that  col.  B.  Flower  be  required  to  collect 
all  necessary  witnesses  capable  of  demonstrating  the  frauds  which  are  ap- 
parent in  the  public  accounts,  wherein  forgeries  are  supposed  to  have  been 
committed  by  the  said  Cornelius  Sweers. 

Resolved^  ^Fhat  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered  and  directed  to  em- 
ploy the  counsel  above  directed  to  prosecute  Cornelius  Sweers. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  warrants,  amountmg  to  3,000,000  of  dollars, 
issue  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  esq.  commissary -general  of  purchases, 
for  th6  use  of  his  department,  viz. 

One  on  the  treasurer  for  2,850,000  dollars;  one  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq. 
commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
100,000  dollars ;  one  on  Thomas  Harwood,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  whiph 
sum  of  3,000,000  the  said  Jeremiah  Wadsworth  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  petition  from  Phineas  Babcock,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petition  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners  of 
accounts  at  Albany,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  authorized  to  ex- 
amine ill  to  the  merits  of  the  said  petition,  and  if  upon  an  examination  of  evi- 
dence and  other  vouchers  produced  by  tlie  said  Babcock,  they  shall  find  that 
any  of  his  stock  or  other  property  have  been  bona  fide,  applied  for  the  use  of 
the  continental  army,  that  they  pass  the  accounts  of*the  said  Phineas  Bab- 
cock for  as  much  money  as  may  be  reasonably  due  for  such  stock  or  other 
property  which  may  have  been  so  applied. 

A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  and  one,  of  July  25,  from  Mr. 
President  Weare,  of  New-Hampshire,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  P.  Colt,  esq.  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  duplicate  of  the  warrant  in  favor  of  William  Buchanan, 
late  commissary-general  of  purchases,  for  100,000  dollars,  on  John  Law- 
rence, esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan -office  in  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, for  the  use  of  Peter  Colt,  esq.  dated  Julj  6,  1778,  be  made  out  and 
sent  to  the  said  Peter  Colt,  and  made  payable  to  him  in  case  the  former  war- 
rant has  not  already  come  to  his  hands  or  been  paid. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  Jugttst  25,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  B.  Harrison,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general' 
in  Virginia,  was  read»  enclosing  bis  monthly  account : 
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Ordered  Tli&t  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  S2d,  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New -Jersey,  was  read : 

Ordmitf,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Aktter,of  the  dlst.  from  sen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  me- 
moM  addressed  to  him  by  cm.  Rawlins  and  other  officers  of  his  regiment : 

Otdtrtd,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  fetter,  of  the  tSth,  from  major  GiUis,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordeni^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia  and  North- 
CtRitiAa. 

Aiother  letter  of  the  21st,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one  of  the  19thy 
ftaai  aMJor-ceDerai  SalKvan,  at  Rhode-Island,  were  read. 

A  memorial  from  Garret  Steddiford,  was  read,  representing,  that  he  has 
the  commisnon  of  en8ifi;n  and  quarter-master  in  the  dd  Pennsylvavia  re- 
^meat,  and  praying  to  be  allowed  pay  for  and  agreeable  to  his  said  com- 


IMerei,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war 

AcoordtB^  to  order.  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
tiie  coauBitlee  on  the  arrangement  of  the  treasury,  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon, 

Ordtredj  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  major-general  baron  de  Kalb,  to  Mr.  R.  Morrist 
was  Uud  beliDire  Congress,  and  read  : 

Offdcred,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  fayor  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Naurae,  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  38,704  48-90  dol- 
lars, to  enatrfe  them  to  pay  for  goods  purchased  of  Peter  Whitesides  and 
Co.  the  said  Joseph  Nourse  to  be  accountable. 

Adjoonied  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Au^ugt  26,  1778.    . 

A  nemonal  from  the  marquis  de  Bretigny,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  his  letter  of  tno 
18tb  was  committed. 

A  letter,  of  July  6th,  from  Mr.  W.  Bingham,  at  St  Pierre,  Martinique, 
directed  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  and  enclosing  sundry  papers 
rdatiTe  to  Yeaaels  captured  in  the  West-Indies,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Hosmer,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read  : 

A  nemorial  from  John  Harper  &  Co.  owners  of  the  schooner  Liberty,  re- 
specdng  the  said  schooner,  anu  proceedings  thereon,  was  read : 

Ordmrf,  That  the  same,  witn  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  reierred  to 
a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cnosen,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr.  Smith,  and 
Mr,  Daer. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  the  commissaries-general  of  purchases  and 
isaaea  hafe  represented  to  them,  that  from  the  moving  state  of  the  army, 
many  parts  of  the  ration,  as  established  by  Congress,  cannot  frequently  be 
ohtamed,  and,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the  supplies,  toere 
is  senetiraea  an  over  quantity  of  one  article  while  others  are  extremely 
Karce,  some  of  the  states  affording  greater  quantities  of  meat,  while  others 
difmad  more  in  flonr ;  and  tliat  irom  hence  great  embarrassments  arise  in 
&  delirerr  of  the  stated  ration ;  and  that  under  such  ^uctuating  circum- 
ftiaees,  which  change  with  the  motions  of  the  army,  it  is  impracticable  and 
Vox-  IH.  5 
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troublesome  to  apply  to  Congress  on  everj  alteration  of  situation;  Where*- 
upon, 

Hesolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Statea 
shall,  in  the  army  under' his  immediate  command,  and  the  commander  of  a 
department  shall,  in  the  army  under  his  command,  settle  and  determine 
according  to  circumstances,  the  ration  to  be  issued  to  the  troops,  from  time 
tu  time,  giving  an  over  proportion  of  a  plentiful  article  in  lieu  and  in  full 
satisfaction  of  such  as  are  scarce  or  not  to  be  had,  and  which  have  been 
heretofore  deemed  part  of  the  ration,  reporting,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
board  of  war,  such  alterations  and  regulations  by  them  respectively  made 
in  this  respect. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  wils  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  ipembers  cho- 
sen, Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Merchant,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due,  to  John  Pinkerton,  ibr  six  Windsor  chairs  for  the  use  of 
the  treasury-office,  the  sum  of  36  dollars : 

That  there  is  due,  to  Levallin  Barry,  for  riding  express  from  June  Ist^ 
1777,  to  Nov.  1st,  and  contingent  expenses,  a  balance  of  246  82*90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due,  to  col.  George  Morgan,  for  sundry  contingent  expenses 
paid  by  him  at  Fort-Pitt,  by  order  of  George  Clymer,  Sampson  Matthews, 
and  Samuel  M'Dowell,  esqrs.  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress,  being 
for  their  expenses  and  ^e  expense  of  two  expresses  from  the  Mississippi^  &c« 
1867  68-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  report. 

That  they  have  considered  the  extra  services  and  peculiar  circumstances 
of  William  Bed  low,  as  set  forth  in  his  memorial,  referred  to  them,  and  are 
of  opinion  that  he  be  allowed  35  dollars  per  month,  whilst  acting  as  deputy 
pay-master  to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  in  addition  to  his 
former  allowance  of  50  dollars  per  month  : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  petition  of  James  Hawker,  captain  of  the  Mermaid,  prisoner  in  the 
ne^  gaol,  praying  to  be  discharged  on  parole,  was  read,  and  it  appearing  to 
Congress  that  the  said  cajit.  Hawker  had  treated  such  American  prisoners  as 
fell  into  his  hands  with  singular  humanity  and  tendemessf 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  enlarge  the  said  capt.  Hawker  on  hi^ 
parole. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jiugust  27,  1778. 

In  consequence  of  a  recommendation  by  brigadier  John  Patterson, 

Besolved,  That  the  Rev.  Enos  Hitchcock  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed 
chaplain  to  the  Massachusetts  brigade,  commanded  by  brigadier  J.  Patterson. 

A  memorial  from  Hyam  Solomon,  late  of  the  city  of  New-Yoiic,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  motion  was  made  that  Congress  meet  twice  a  day ;  Whereupon, 

It  was  moved  that  the  consideration  of  that  auestion  be  postponed  ;  ques- 
tion put,  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  motion  lost. 

The  determination  of  the  main  question  was  then,  by  a  state,  postponed 
till  the  n^xt  day. 

A  letter,  of  July  12th,  from  Richard  Ellis,  of  Newbem,  North-Carolina^ 
and  directed  to  the  committee  of  commerce^  was  read  t 
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OHLer«d,T\imtit  be  referred  to  the  cominittee  of  commerce*  and  that  they 
repact  thoaaa  if  they  judTO  proper. 

Wetter,  of  the  Sllmt,  from  Stephen  Steward,  of  West-river,  Maryland, 
«»d€itcted  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  wa»read,  desiring  to  kiow  what 
he  iUl  do  with  the  ship  Chase,  and  intimating  that  about  200  hogsheads  of 
tebcco^beloncing  to  the  public,  are  now  spoiling ;  Whereupon, 

Ord^wd^  That  the  committee  of  commerce  direct  Mr.  Steward  to  sell  the 
Mscos  and  fit  the  ▼easel  for  sea  with  all  despatch,  to  take  on  board  a  cargo 
df  ionr. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  Mr.  deFrancey  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 
wa«read: 

Otieredf  ThMt  it  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

A  letter  of  the  2£d,  from  Mens.  Marmajou,  was  read,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed,  relative  to  the  brig  Prudence  : 

Ordeni,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  July 
%^fi«iBi  Mr.  W.  Bingham. 

The  oannittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Mitchel  esq. 
depafy  quarter-master  general,  report, 

Tha^  as  die  deputy  quarter-master  general,  ear  q^^icio,  applied  to  thejudee 
of  the  adanralty  of  Pennsylvania,  ana,  by  his  authority,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  took  possession  of  a  ship  or  vessel  loaded  with 
British  property,  sunk  on  the  cnevaux-de-frtze  in  the  river  Delaware,  and 
left  there  hy  the  eaemy ;  and  as  two  merchants  of  Philadelphia  have  claim- 
ed theslbipiiid  cargo,  having,  as  they  say,  bought  them  at  vendue,  when  the 
enemy  were  in  possession  of  Philadelphia ;  and,  as  the  executive  council  of 
Peoiurylvuii  have  also  set  up  a  claim,  on  behalf  of  the  state,  to  the  ame 
s&^  aad  csfgo ;  and  therefore  these  several  claims  must  be  determinedsby  a 
ssit  at  Jaw:  the  committee  recommend  that  John  Mitchel,  deputy  quarter- 
master ^eral,  be  authorized,  at  the  charge  of  the  United  States,  to  prose- 
cute thor  claim  to  6ie  said  ship  and  cargo. 

Besaloed,  That  Congress  a^ee  to  the  said  report. 

The  comnittee  appointed  to  consider  part  of  a  report  of  the  committee  of 
cwflMrce,  and  the  papers  and  accounts  of  Raymond  Demere,  deputy  clo- 
thkt-^mmd  in  Georgia^  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  eoramittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
esq.  clothier-general,  for  29,651  30-90  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  a  bill  of 
excfaaim  for  this  sum,  drawn  by  Messrs.  Otis  and  Andrews,  or  Boston,  the 
30tb  otJone  last,  in  favor  of  John  Bradford,  esq.  and  endorsed  by  him  to  the 
Baiioe  committee ;  the  said  J.  Mease  to  be  accountable ; 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee, 

for  510  2-3  dollars,  to  epahle  them  to  discharge  an  account  of  Messrs.  Hop- 

hinson  and  Wharton,  allowed  for  their  expenses  at  Baltimore,  and  on  their 

journey  from  thence  to  Philadelphia ;  the  said  marine  committee  to  be  ac- 

coootaiile: 

The  board  farther  report,  that,  having  considered  the  petition  of  captain 
James  Knox,  of  the  8th  Virginia  regiment^  dated  White-Marsh,  camp,  No- 
vember, 19th,  1T7T»  which  was  referred  to  them  hj  Congress,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  nothing  is  offered  to  prove  that  the  petitioner  was  authorized  to 
receive  money  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his^ompany,  which,  agreeably 
to  the  establishment  should  have  been  paid  by  the  regimental  pay-master  ; 
that,  supposing  him  justifiable  in  this,  no  evidence  is  adduced  to  shew  that  it 
ins  not  through  his  neglect  that  the  money  which  he  drew  for  the  officers 
and  men  of  his  company,  remained  in  his  hands  when  ordered  to  join  col. 
Moigan's  corps:  that  in  the  petition^  it  is  set  forth*  that  only  618  dollars 
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belonging  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers*  were  delivered  to  capt  Berrj  at  '^ 
the  time  of  his  receiving  the  order  to  join  col.  Morgan ;  whereas,  by  tlie  de-  '"' 
position  of  capt.  Berry,  it  appears  that  1512  dollars  had  been  delivered  to  '^ 
Kim  by  tlA  petitioner,  of  whicn  618  dollars  had  been  lost;  that  the  evidence  '< 
of  John  Key,  relative  to  the  breaking  open  the  chest,  appears  unfavorable  to  -^ 
the  petitioner ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  captain  Knox  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition*  ' 

Resolvedj  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of      J 
the  money  and  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  report  thereon  from  time 
to  time :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  M6rris»  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee» 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention of  committees,  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one,  of  the  21st,  from 
maior-gen.  Sullivan,  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  commUtce  to  whom  were 
referred  the  letters  of  major-gen.  Gates,  of  the  22d  of  July,  and  of  brigadier 
Parsons,  of  the  21st  of  July,  relative  to  clothing  purchased  by  major  Bigeiow, 
&c.  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
esq.  clothier-general,  for  290,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  major  Bige- 
low,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  contracts  which  he  has  made  for  clothing, 
in  consequence  of  orders  given  him  by  the  commanding  officer  on  the  east 
side  of  Hudson's  river,  in  pursuance  of  die  resolution  of  Congress  of  tho 
4th  of  March  last ;  and  that  major  Bigelow  settle  his  accounts  with  the  com- 
missary-general of  clothing. 

Resold,  That  major  Bigelow,  be,  and  be  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  all 
the  clothing,  which  he  has  purchased  into  the  hands  of  the  clothier  residing 
with  the  army  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river,  as  tlie  same  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  made  up ;  and  that  he  transmit  to  the  commissary^eneral  of 
clothing,  particular  invoices  of  the  goods  he  has  purchased,  and  accounts  of 
the  deliveries  made. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  Jiugust  28,  1778. 

A  ietter,  of  the  22d,  from  tlie  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  relative 
to  the  case  of  Frederick  Vemer,  referred  to  them  on  the  15tn,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  John  Connolly,  prisoner  in  the  new  gaol,  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Ufionimoi»Zy,  by  all  the  thirteen  states,  that  the  commissary, 
general  of  prisoners  be  directed  not  to  consent  to  the  exchange  of  John  Con- 
nolly, calling  himself  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  British  service,  without  the 
special  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  directed  not  to  de- 
viate, in  any  instance,  without  the  special  order  of  Congress,  from  the  reso- 
lution of  the  30th  of  December,  1777,  relative  to  the  ciUzens  of  these  states 
who  may  be  taken  in  arms. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read. 

Resolv^,  That  baron  Steuben  be  requested  forthwith,  to  repair  to  Rhode- 
Island,  ind  give  his  advice  and  assistance  to  major^gen.  Sullivan,  and  the 
army  under  his  command.    • 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Adams  have  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JtugugtSB^  1778. 
Mr.  Heniy,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 
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AletteT.of  this  day,  from  baron  Steaben>  was  read,  expressing  his  zeal 
and  reuAiMas  for  everv  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  service  of  these 
fUtes,  aid  informing,  uiat  he  will  instantly  set  out  for  Rhode-Island,  agree- 
akAy  t9 1^  orders  of  Congress. 

OrdM,  Tliat  500  dollars  be  advanced  to  baron  Steuben ;  he  to  be  ae- 
couiiMe. 
Aaeaorial  from  col.  Knoblauch,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Mmahtd,  Thst  coL  Knoblauch  be  allowed  two  rations  a  day,  and  forage 
iir  two  korses. 

A  nemorbl  from  the  Rev.  John  Hurt,  and  a  recommendation  in  his  favor 
try  brigadier  Scott,  to  be  appointed  chaplain  to  his  brigade,  with  a  certificate 
taat  be  has  acted  as  such  since  the  25th  of  Jul  j  last,  were  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resohei,  That  the  resolution  of  the  18th  instant,  appointing  the  said  Mr. 
J.  Hoft,  chaplain  to  the  brigade  late  commanded  by  brig.  gen.  Weedon,  be 
re-oonndered,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  J.  Hurt  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the 
briode  cofnmanded  by  brigadier  Scott. 

Ordered, That  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Hurt,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  setdemeat  of  his  past  accounts,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  papers 
and  accomts  of  Raymond  Demere  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  drawn  by  Raymond  Demere*  on  James  Mease, 
esq.  in  favor  of  Minis  &  Cohen,  for  5496  dollars,  the  bill  drawn  by  the  said 
Ra3naMvad  Dcttete,  on  the  said  James  Mease,  in  favor  of  Coshman  Pollock, 
foe  VSSSJ  dsllacstbotii  which  bills  are  endorsed  to  don  Juan  de  Mirailles,  be 
paU;  and  that  a  warrant  issue  in  favor  of  J.  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,  fur 
€7S3  dollars,  far  payment  of  the  same* 

Mesehed,  That  the  clothier-eeneral  be  empowered  and  directed  to  pay  the 
hilb  duly  drawn  upon  him  by  Kaymond  Demere,  his  deputy  in  Georgia,  for 
the  aaoairt  of  clothing  purchased  for  the  troops  in  the  continental  service ; 
the  resolatioo  past  on  the  6th  of  April  last  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  for  500  guineas  be  issued  on  the  treasurer  in  favor 
oC  the  presdent*  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  to  be 
laid  oat  for  the  public  service ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  15  th,  from  major - 
eeaeral  Arnold,  report,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  evidence  against  Patrick 
M'Malien  is  sufficient,  together  with  his  own  confession,  to  convict  him  of 
desertioa,  being  the  crime  charged  against  him :  that  the  court-martial  which 
tried  him  certined  to  the  general  that  the  said  Patrick  M*Mulien  is  a  person 
of  most  atrocious  character :  Whereupon, 

Eeseloed,  That  maior-general  Arnold  be  informed  that  Congress  do  not 
see  canse  to  remit  the  sentence  passed  by  the  court-martial  on  Patrick 
M<Mal\ea. 

Remdvtd,  That  adjutant  Wallace  and  Henry  liove,  upon  the  circumstances 
attending  their  particular  cases,  and  the  recommendation  of  them  by  gen. 
Arnold  ts  die  mercy  of  Congress,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  pardoned. 
A  Jetter,  of  the  28th,  from  capt.  J.  Stoddard,  was  read*. 
The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  captain  Stod- 
dard, and  the  memorial  of  captian  Stoddard  and  other  officers  of  the  2d 
re^nentof  light-dragoons,  having  made  a  report  thereon,  their  report  was 
r^;  Whereupon, 

Mmked,  That  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  2d  regiment  of  light- 
dr^soas,  together  with  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  to  transmitted  to 
the  conmittee  of  arrangement  ndw  with  the  army :  that  they  be  desired  to 
eDqsJre  of  general  Washington  whether  the  said  memorial  is  to  be  con- 
•kfeted  as  an  application  from  the  officers  of  the  cavalry  in  general,  and  to 
bww  the  general '8  opinion  as  to  the  mode  and  amount  of  the  compensation^ 
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which  he  shall  deem  proper  to  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  cay&lry  for 
the  extra  expenses  they  are  at  in  equipping  themselyes  for  the  service. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
after  debate. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  re-committed. 

A  letter,  of  the  £8th,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcocks»  was  read : 

Orderadj  To  lie  on  the  table,  for  future  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  ^tfgruae  31,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  M.  Yischer,  with  sundry  papers  relative  to 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  was  read  : 

Ordered,Thtit  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  was  read, 
respecting  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  his  son,  the  late  Joseph  Truni*' 
bull,  esq.  commissary-general : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay*  was  read, 
together  with  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Gardoqui  and  Sons,  at  Bilboa,  dated 
June  4th|  and  a  note  from  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  commissioner  at  Paris,  May  the 
l£th. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  the  committee  of  ^rraneement  %i  camp,  was 
read,  informing,  that  a  great  spirit  of  inlisting  had  taJien  place  among  the 
soldiers  who  are  brought  into  the  army  as  drafts,  and  representing  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  inlistment  of  them :  Whereupon, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  paragraph  of  a  letter  of  the  3d  and 
4th,  from  general  Washington,  on  that  subject,  was  called  for,  and  the  same 
being  read,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  sense  of  the  house  be  taken  on 

5 ranting  a  sum  of  specie,  to  be  applied  in  part  of  the  bounty  allowed  to8ol- 
iers  inTistins  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war : 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Neu>-Hampahirtt  Mr.  Baitlctt, 
Mattatt^M'Bajf,  Mr.  8.  Adaroi, 

ijovell. 


Jlhode-Mand, 
CtmectiaUf 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Hosmer, 

A.  Adama^ 
Mr.  Lewifl^ 

Duer, 

G.  Morrifl, 


ttO 


/tTeahJeney,        Mr.  Witherspoon,  no ' 


Pexmtyhanot 


Elmer, 
Scudder, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 
J.  Smith, 

Mr.  M*Kean, 


no 


no 


JliiJairylaMid^ 


Yirgrmtit 


N,-Carolinag 


S.'CaroUna, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbear 
Heniy, 
Mr.  Harvie, 
R.  H.Lee, 
Griffin, 
Mr.Penn, 
Harnett, 
MTilliams, 
Mr.  LAurena, 
Dnyton, 
Matthewi, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telfair, 
Langworthy,  ay^ 


/^ 


ay 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  and  safety  of  these  states, 
that  the  most  gpeedy  and  effectual  measures  be,  without  delay,  adopted  for 
engaging  in  the  continental  service,  for  three  years,  or  durine  the  war,  such 
of  the  drafts  of  the  militia  as  are  at  present  incorporated  in  Uie  battalions  of 
the  respective  states. 

Resolved,  That  for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  120,000  dollars,  in  continental 
money,  be  appropriated  and  forthwith  remitted  to  W.  Palfrey,  esq.  pay- 
master fi;eneral  of  the  army. 

Resohed,  That  the  usual  bounty  of  20  dollars  be  pven  to  each  recruit 
who  shall  inlist  for  three  years^  or  during  the  war. 
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£aol«cd.  That  no  soldier  be  permitted  to  inlist  in  the  battalions  of  any 
tiber  state  tlian  that  in  whoie  service  he  is  at  |>resent  engaged,  except  in  the 
artill€T7t  afalr]^»  engineering  departments,  and  provosts ;  the  men  so  en- 
pmi  ti  be  carried  to  the  quota  of  the  state  for  wnich  they  now  serve. 
^Mtmbti,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  cause  the  money  here- 
by jppropriated,  to  be  paid  into  tiie  hands  of  such  trusty,  active,  and  dis* 
cmC  dficers  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  appoint  to  recruit  for  the  quota  of 
tte  respective  states,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  not  engaged  for 
Aree  years,  or  daring  the  war,  which  each  state  shall  have  in  the  field. 

A  paper  signed  "  Adam  Ferguson,  secretary  to  his  majesty's  commission," 

daletl  at  New-York,  August  26th,  1778,  was  read,  setting  forth,  that  <«  his 

majesty's  commissioners  direct  Dr.  Ferguson  to  transmit  to  the  president  of 

the  American  Congress,  for  the  information  of  the  Congress,  the  declaration 

of  this  dav  bv  George  Johnstone,  es^.  and  the  declaration  of  the  same  date 

by  ^  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  William  fldisn,  esq.  and  also 

Ik  leqmation  repecting  the  troops  lately  serving  under  lieutenant-eeneral 

Borgoyne,  si^ed  bj  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  William 

Bden,  esq.  which  several  declarations  and  requisitions,  accompanying  the 

said  paper,  were  read. 

(hdmdj  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
esq.  cluChier-g^neral,  for  S0,£22j  dollars,  to  dischai^e  the  following  bills. 
drawn  on  him  by  Raymond  Demere,  his  agent  in  Greoma*  viz. 

One  dated  April  £lst,  1778,  in  favor  of  John  fiaddefy,  esa.  for  4900  dol- 
^as^\  one  of  the  same  date,  in  fator  of  the  same,  for  5100  dollars ;  one  of  the 
same  date,  in  favor  of  the  same,  for  5000  dollars ;  one  of  the  same  date,  in 
&vor  of  die  same,  for  4800  dollars ;  one  dated  June  10th,  in  favor  of  James 
AsdersoB,  /br  2422^  dollars ;  one  dated  July  2lst,  in  favor  of  John  Walters 
Gibiis,  for  8000  dollars ;  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  the  sum  of  30,222}  dol- 
lars; all  expressed  to  be  for  value  .receivefl  in  clothing  for  the  continental 
troops  of  the  state  of  Georgia ;  the  said  James  Mease  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gov.  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina,  to  Mr.  Penn, 
one  «f  the  delegates  of  that  state,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members  cho« 
sen,  Mr*  Marchant,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Harvie. 
Ordettdf  That  Mr.  Scudder  have  leave  of  absence. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  1,  1778. 

ne  delegates  from  North-Carolina  produced  a  new  commission,  which 
VIS  read,  as  follows : 

•*  (L.  S.)  STATE  OF  NORTH-CAROUNA. 

To  JFkitmUl  Hill  and  nomas  Burke,  greeting : 

Whereas,  the  general  assembly  have  made  choice  of  you,  Whitmill  Hill 
and  Thoaias  Burke,  as  delegates  in  the  continental  Congress,  to  represent 
this  state,  together  with  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett,  and  John  Williams, 
esqrs.  who  have  been  heretofore  appointed  for  that  purpose.  We  do  there- 
fare  conmissionate  and  appoint  you,  the  said  Whitmdl  Hill  and  Thomas 
Barke,  delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  to  represent  this  state  for  and 
daring  the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  general  assembly 
9i  this  state ;  of  which  five  members,  to  wit,  John  Penn,  Cornelius  Harnett, 
Joho  Williams,  Whitmill  Hill,  and  Thomas  Burke,  we  do  empower  and 
require  three  and  no  more,  unless  prevented  by  unavoidable  accident,  to 
attend  the  councils  of  Con^ss,  hereby  ffiving  and  granting  unto  any  two  of 
Ae  said  deflates  present  in  Congress,  full  power  aiTd  authority,  by  their 
▼otc  or  aaaent,  to  bind  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  in  all  cases,  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  constitution  thereof  and  its  rights  as  an  independent  sovereign 
people,  aod  the  iostructions  which  they  shall  receive  from  this  state.    WiV 
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ness,  Richard  Cuswell,  esq.  governor,  captain'-general,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  said  state,  under  nis  hand  and  the  seal  now  used  for  said  state, 
at  Hillsborough,  the  ISth  day  of  August,  in  tlie  third  year  of  our  indepen- 
dence, Anno  Domini,  1778. 

R.  CASWEL.I-. 
Bj  his  excellency's  command, 

J.  Glasgow,  Secretary  of  the  Stated 

A  letter,  of  August  30th,  from  baron  d'Arendt,  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Cornelius  Sweers,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referrad  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  thase. 

A  lettei*,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Wadsworth,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war» 
dated  August  the  25th,  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  empowered  and 
directed  to  appoint  and  remove,  at  iiis  pleasure,  an  inspector  of  cattle,  at  a 
salary  of  four  dollars  a  day,  with  an  allowance  of  one  ration  a  day,  and  forage 
for  one  horse : 

That  the  duty  of  the  said  inspector  shall  be  to  receive  and  take  account 
of  the  fat  cattle  at  camp,  from  the  several  drovers ;  to  inspect  over  the 
bullock  guard  and  pastures;  to  superintend  the  butchers,  and  see  that  no 
cattle  are  killed  but  those  fit  for  use ;  to  keep  accounts  of  the  beef  delivered 
to  the  brigade  commissaries».and  settle  the*  same  with  them  every  month  ;  to 
see  that  the  hides  and  tallow  are  seasonably  delivered  to  the  commissary  of 
hides,  and  to  superintend  and  regulate  every  thing  relating  to  beef  cattle  at 
camp. 

Tnat  he  report  monthly  his  proceedings  to  the  board  of  war,  and  all  occur- 
rences worthy  of  notice  within  the  line  of  his  duty. 

A  letter,  of  July  20th,  one  of  August  1st,  and  of  the  1 1th  of  the  said  month, 
from  major-general  Heath,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  July  20th,  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  letter 
of  August  1st,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  August  29th,  from  the  board  of  war,  and  one  without  date, 
from  Mons.  Holker,  were  read,  respecting  cannon  arrived  in  North-Carolina ; 
'Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  August 
the  21st,  from  the  board  of  war,  be  discharged  from  proceeding  further  in 
that  matter,  and  that  the  said  letter,  together  with  those  now  read  from  the 
board  of  war  and  Mr.  Holker,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  S.Adams. 

A  letter,  of  August  23d,  from  J.  Temple,  was  read,  informing  that,  after 
seven  years  absence  from  his  native  country,  he  arrived  at  New-York  with 
his  wife  and  family  on  the  third  of  that  month,  and  begging  leave  to  solicit 
Congress  for  liberty  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  to  pay  his  respects  to  them ; 
Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  leave  be  granted : 

On  which  the 'yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr«  Drayton, 


Jfew-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Maaaa'stiS'Bay,  Mr. S.Adams, 

Gcny, 
tiovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  A.  Adam^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
G.Moni8, 


Bhode-Island, 

CcnnectiaU, 

Ntw-York, 


NewJenty, 
Pamsyhania, 


Ddawart, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  ^  ». 

Elmer,  $w  3 

Mr.  B.  Morris, 

Roberdeau, 

J.  Smith, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 

Foibea^ 

Henry, 
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.v.. 


R.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Penile 

HMnett^  no\no 


S.'CarolinOt 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Laurens,  tuTi 

Drayton  no  \no 

Matthews^       ai/J 

Mr.  Walton,  a/] 

Telfair,  no  >ay 

Langworthy,  ayj 


S$it 


in  the  negatiYe. 
A  MtuMi  was  then  auide,  that  the  secretary  inform  Mr.  Temple,  that,  if 
H  is  his  intention  to  reside  in  one  of  the  United  States,  he  do  signify  Uie 
to  the  state  in  which  he  means  to  reside,  and  obtain  their  approbation, 
eriiMtt  to  the  granting  of  any  passport : 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


^ew^Fm^, 


Xr.  Bartlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adanu^ 
Gemr, 
Liovell, 
HoHen, 
Mr.  Marcfaant, 
Mr.  A.  Adantt, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 


ay^ay 


«y>"?' 


Mr.  WitherBpoon,  oy^ 


Mdr^landf 

N.'CaroHna^ 
S,'CaroHnat 


Mr.  Plater, 
Forbear 
Henry, 

Mr.  R  H.  Lee, 
Grifiin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Wllliama, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telfiur, 


:si-* 


Efaner, 

lfr.R.MoiTia,  ^SfitUv     ^^^^V^ 

Roberdeau,  no  5 

Mr.  M'Kean,  o^f^ay 

^itwasTesolred  in  the  affirmative. 
Ai^imrmed  In  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  SepUmber  2,  1778. 
A  Benorial  from  Matthew  Irwin,  Azariah  Dunham,  and  Joseph  Uugg, 
vasread: 
Ordendt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
Mr.  NichoUs  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  attended,  and  took  his 


Ob  Motion,  Mesolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  ezecu- 
(ive  powera  of  tiie  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  states  southward  thereof, 
to  permit  mch  vessels  to  load  with  flour,  wheat,  rice,  com,  pease,  or  beans, 
far  tiie  eastern  states,  as  shall  come  recommended  by  the  executive  powers 
of  sach  states,  or  any  of  them,  to  carry  provisions  for  the  consumption  of 
the  pcc^eof  those  states : 

On  patting  the  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G. 


Mr.Baitlett, 
f  riMw>i»:Aiy,    Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  HooBcr, 
Mr.  Lewia, 

G.  Morrifl, 
Mr.  WithenpooD,  i 

Elmer, 
Mr.  Bobeideaii, 

James  Smith, 
Mr.  Vawlyke, 


/(Tcm-Ftrk, 


no 


no 


Maryhmd, 

Virginia, 
N,-Canlina9 
S,'CaroHnaf 
GtorgiQf 


Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 

Forbes, 

Henry, 
Mr.  Harvie, 

R.  H.  Lee» 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthews^ 
Mr.  Walton, 

Telfair, 

Lax^orthy, 


>flO 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adioomed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
To*.  Uh  6 
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THURSDAY,  September  3,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  August  31st,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  together  with 
the  foUowinc  papers  enclosed  therein,  viz.  an  account  of  officers  for  whom 
GoK  Armand  desires  commissions  in  his  corps;  a- memorial  of  brigadier  du 
Portail,  respecting  the  rank  of  the  officers  who  came  with  him ;  and  a  report 
of  a  board  of  general  officers  on  an  alteration  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Hil- 
born,  for  500  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  bj  Samuel  Johnston,  trea- 
surer of  the  northern  district  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  in  favor  of 
Richard  Blackledge,  for  that  sum,  dated  December  21st,  1776 ;  the  said 
state  of  North-Carolina  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts, 
deputy  director-general  for  the  middle  district,  for  70,000  dollars,  of  which 
40,000  is  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals  thereof,  and  S0,000  to  be  transmitted  to 
Dr.  Johnston,  assistant  director  in  the  northern  department :  the  said  Dr.  J. 
Potts  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clo- 
thier-general, for  131,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  answer  sundry  draughts 
of  his  agents ;  the  said  J.  Mease  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  David  Mosely,  for  200 
dollars,  advanced  him  on  account  of  his  wages,  printing  the  bills  of  exchange. 

Resolved,  That  where  accounts  of  back  rations  are  presented  to  the  au- 
ditors of  the  army,  which,  from  death  or  distant  removal,  cannot  be  certified 
by  the  issuing  commissaries,  the  auditors  be  empawered  to  settle  such  back- 
rations  upon  the  oath  of  the  party,  and  such  other  evidence  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  will  admit. ' 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  has  been  or  shall  be  apnointed  a  brigade- 
chaplain,  and  previous  to  his  appointment  shall  have  actea  in  that  capacity, 
be  allowed  for  the  time  of  such  service,  after  the  date  of  the  certificate  of  the 
brigadier  or  colonel  commandant  of  his  brigade  to  Congress,  recommendinj^ 
him  to  the  said  office,  the  pay  and  rations  or  subsistence  of  such  a  chaplain^ 
deducting  the  sums  received  as  regimental  chaplain* 

Resolved^  That  each  auditor  of  the  army  be  hereafter  allowed  for  subsist- 
ence one  ration  per  day  and  50  dollars  per  month  : 

That  the  auditors  of  each  army  be  authorized  to  augment  the  pay  of  their 
clerks  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  70  dollars  per  month. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  auditor  of  accounts  at  the  main 
army,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  James  Johnston,  esq.  was  elected. 

In  consequence  of  an  acyustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

That  there  is  due  to  Messrs.  Furedge,  Spanganberg,  Miller,  Shultz  and 
Shultz,  for  their  services  the  6th  of  last  month,  40  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Hynman  Taylor,  for  making  two  chair  seats  for  the 
use  of  Congress,  27  50-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  sundry  reports  from  the  board  of  war, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  gen.  Washington  hath  required  that  the  continental  troops  in 
Philadelphia  be  sent  to  join  the  main  army,  and  that  they  be  replaced  by  tbe 
city  militia : 

Resolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsjiva- 
nia  be  requested  to  call  out  immediately  300  of  the  militia  of  the  state,  to 
serve  as  guards  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  and  perform  such  other  miKtary 
services  as  may  be  required  of  them. 


^g 
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l2tto(«9ci»  Tliat  the  artillery  foment  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  commanded 
bj  c<A.  mMflias  Proctor,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  quota  of  troo|>s  to  be 
fanualkied  hj  that  state,  which  is  to  be  credited  for  the  men  now  in  the  regi- 
vkent,  ud  iUo  for  any  who  shall  hereafter  be  recruited  therein ;  and  that 
'tkie  gffemnieBt  of  the  said  state  be  requested  to  furnish  col.  Proctor  with 
the  stMie  boonty,  to  enable  him  to  £11  up  the  regiment  to  its  complement 
of  iMCi: 

That  the  oomnuttee  of  arrangement  be  directed  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
aficeis  of  the  said  regiment,  and  regulate  the  same  in  the  manner  and  ac- 
cordiiig  to  the  rules  adopted  by  them  with  respect  to  other  artillery  reeiments. 
Ei9olwd^  That»  a  new  corps  of  troops  be  raised  by  the  name  of  we  Oer- 
naa  Tolunteers.  to  consist  of^such  deserters  from  the  forei^  troops,  which 
have  been  or  shall  he  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  as  shall  be 
disfMised  freely  to  inlist  therein  : 

That  this  corps  be  inlisted  to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and 
lecnfe  the  aaiial  bounty  and  clothing  allowed  to  the  troops  in  the  service  of 
the  Uutdl  States : 

That  each  aon-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  who  shall  inlist  in  the 
said  omps,  and  bring  with  him  the  several  articles  of  clothing  enumerated 
in  a  resolve  of  Congress,  passed  the  6th  day  of  September,  1777,  and  suffi- 
cient for  one  year's  service,  shall  receive  for  the  same  the  sum  of  56  dollars, 
and  so  in  propcirtion  of  any  part  of  such  clothing  at  the  rates  there  fixed  ; 
the  wwoitj  allowed  for  such  clothing  to  be  paid  by  the  clothier-seneral  or  one 
ei  \Ktt  debilities,  who  shall  charge  the  articles  so  paid  for  as  clothing  issued  to 
the  corps: 

That  iicffCcnanta  Fearer  and  Kleinsmit  have,  for  the  present,  the  pay  of 
captains  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  be  empowered  to  inhst  the 
deserters  aforesaid,  preferring  such  as  they  can  induce  to  leave  the  service 
ef  the  enemy;  amd  that  captains'  commissions  be  eranted  them,  provided 
tiiat  within  three  montiis  from  tiie  Sd  day  of  September,  each  shall  have  in- 
hated  at  least  30  men : 

That  major  Klein  be  appointed  lieutenai^t-colonel  of  the  corps  of  German 
vahnteers. 

Mesolved,  Thatlieut.  Charles  Juliat  be  permitted  to  serve  as  a  volunteer  in 
the  infantij  of  gen.  Pulaski's  legion,  and  have  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a 
lieutenant  for  his  support : 

That  Mr.  Gerard  t>e  appointed  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  dragoons  by 
brevet,  and  be  permitted  to  join  the  army  under  gen.  Washington  as  a  vo- 
loateer,  he  having  agreed  to  serve  in  that  capacity  at  his  own  expense. 

Besolved^  That  the  intended  expedition  against  the  Senecas  and  other 
hostile  tribes  of  the  northern  Indians,  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  1 1th  of  June  last,  be  for  the  present  laid  aside : 

TIat  general  Washington  be  directed  to  pursue  such  practicable  mea- 
sures for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  states  exposed  to  the  incursions 
of  the  northern  Indians,  as  to  hitn  shall  seem  best  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances, calculated  to  check  the  ravages  of  tlie  enemy,  and  to  protect  the 
distressed  inhabitants  of  the  said  frontiers. 

Eesohedt  That  Samuel  Ashe,  esq.  take  rank  as  captain  of  the  first  troop 
of  North-Carolina  dragoons,  from  the  7th  of  May,  1777 : 

That  Benjamin  Milb,  esq.  take  rank  as  lieutenant  in  the  same  troop,  from 
JolylSth,  17r7: 

That  William  Boford  take  rank  as  ensign  in  the  same  troop,  from  July 
I6th,  irrr ;  and  that  commissions  be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

(hdered.  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  the  representation  of 
col.  Georse  Morgan,  be  re-committed  : 

That  the  report  of  the  board  of  war«  respecting  major  Mullens,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  board  of  treasury. 
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Sesolvfd,  That  till  the  Ist  day  of  November  next,  Congress  meet  every 
morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  adjourn  at  one  o'clock,  unlesa  all  the  members 
present  shall  consent  to  continue  sitting;  and  every  afternoon,  Wednesda^fB 
and  Saturdays  excepted,  meet  at  three  and  adjoam  at  six  o'clock,  unless  it 
shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  to  continue  sitting ;  provided^  always^  that 
there  shall  be  no  debate  on  the  question  for  adjournment 

A  motion  being  made  on  the  requisition  of  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Henry 
Clinton,  and  William  Eden,  respecting  the  troops  lately  serving  under  lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  said  troops  from 
their  present  place  of  confinement : 

Orderedj  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  three  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to  morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  4,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  any  regimental  officer,  who  has  been,  or  shall  be,  ordered 
bv  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  any  department,  on  bu- 
siness not  incidental  to  his  office,  and  distant  from  camp,  be  allowed,  for  the 
expense  of  himself  and  horse,  three  doHars  a  day,  whilst  necessarily  em- 
ployed on  such  service. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  August  26th,  from  the 
board  of  war,  relative  to  the  expense  of  fittins  up  Mr.  Dickinson's  house  for 
the  jesidence  of  Mons.  Gerard,  report,  that  they  have  waited  on  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, who  shewed  them  a  contract  entered  into  between  him  and  the  board 
of  war,  whereby  it  appears  that  tlie  repairs  are  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  do,  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  prepare  and  report  to  Congress  a  state  of  the  debts  and  con- 
tracts of  the  United  States,  and  an  estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  fulfil 
and  discharge  such  debts  and  contracts  : 

That  the  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  such  persons,  and  call  for 
such  accounts  and  papers  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  above  men- 
tioned. 

That  the  members  of  the  secret  committee,  now  present,  be  a  committee  to 
close  the  accounts  of  that  committee,  and  deliver  them  to  the  committee  of 
commerce,  and  that  the  said  members  be  authorized  to  employ  proper  per- 
sons for  adjusting  and  closing  the  accounts  of  the  secret  committee. 

The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Coneress  an  invoice  of  sundry  ar- 
ticles shipped  on  board  the  French  tartan  la  Ceres,  capt.  Claude  Icara,  by 
order  of  the  late  Thomas  Morris,  esq,  of  Philadelphia,  and  consiraed  to  Wil- 
liam Bingham,  esq.  in  Martinique,  for  account  and  risque  of  the  United 
States,  amounting  to  14,437  15  J ,  French  monej : 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  commerce  liquidate  and  pay  the  said  ac- 
count. 

Congress  being  informed  that  the  books  and  papers  of  Thomas  Morris, 
late  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  in  France,  are  deposited  with  the 
commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  or  some  of  them ;  and  the  hon.  Robert 
Morris,  esq.  survivinc  partner  and  administrator  of  the  deceased,  applying  to 
this  house,  to  cause  we  same  to  be  delivered  to  him,  so  that  he  may  proceed 
to  a  settlement  of  the  estate,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  commissioners  or  commissioner,  who  shall  be  possessed 
of  tlie  said  books  and  papers  when^this  order  arrives,  deliver  the  same,  both 
public  and  private,  to  the  said  Robert  Morris,  or  to  his  order. 

A  letter,  of  the  Ist,  from  I.  Murray  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  J.  Nourse,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to 
rcsi^  his  office  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance,  and  paj-master  to  the 
board  flf  war  and  ordnance : 

Orimdy  To  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  lat«  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
ktterof  Angnst  29th,  from  major-^en.  Sullivan,  on  the  north  end  of  Rnode- 
Isiaod,  givingan  account  of  an  action  with  the  enemy  on  the  said  29th. 

(Mercd,  That  the  letter  from  major-general  Sullivan  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  intelligence. 

Remkoedy  That  the  committee  of  arrangement,  to  whom  the  letter  of  June 

the  11^  from  the  council  of  war  of  Rhode-Island  was  referred,  be  dischaiig- 

eA  Cnm  |ifoceeding  thereon,  and  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  a  committee 

el  teee  -.  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hosmer,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  R. 

H-Lee. 

Accfirdiiig  to  order,  Conrress  took  into  consideration  the  motion  on  the  re- 
qpdiftion  oadebv  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  William  Eden, 
respecting  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  which  was  read  as 
fi»llo«s: 

Whereas  Congress,  did,  on  the  8th  day  of  January,  ir78,  resolve  thattheem- 
bsrkatiaa  of  lieutenant -^neral  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  under  his  command 
be  sas^peaAed  till  a  distinct  and  explicit  ratification  of  the  convention  of 
Ssratocm  riiall  be  properly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  Congress : 
Besmad,  That  no  ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  which  may 
he  teodered  in  consequence  of  powers,  which  only  reach  that  case  by  cou- 
stfuctioD  sod  implication,  or  which  may  subject  whatever  is  transacted  re- 
lative to  it  to  the  future  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the  (crown  or) 
pariiameat  of  Great-Britain,  can  be  accepted  by  Congress. 
An  ankeodment  was  mov^d  to  strike  out  the  words  "  crown  or,''  and  the 
and  oays  being  jequired  by  Mr.  Duer, 


'JmBsiptktnf  Mr*  Bsrtictt, 
Ba^  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Jjovell, 

Holteo, 
Mr.  llarcbant, 
Mr.  Hosmer, 

A.  Aduns, 
Bfr.  Lewifl^ 

Duer 

G.  MoniB, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ^y  Say 
Mr.  Roberdeau,     ay  ^oy 
Mr.M'Kean,  ayi 

Vandyke,       oyj  ^^ 


Mhm^Tmk, 


«y/ 

no>  iM 
no) 


Maryland^ 


Ftr^gifttOp 


A*.-f%ro&*fia, 


GfrgiQf 


Mr.  Chftse, 

Plater, 

Forbea, 

Hemjr, 
Mr.  Harvie, 

R,  H.Xee, 

Griffiii, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett 

WUliami, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Dniyton, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Tclfiiir,    . 

Langworthy,  ay3 


ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Anodier  amendment  was  moved,  after  the  recital  of  the  resolution  of  the 
8th  of  Janoary,  to  add  "  and  notwithstanding  a  requisition  hath  been  made 
oC  the  said  troops,  yet  no  such  ratification  hath  been  notified  as  aforesaid  " 
aod  in  lieu  of  tne  resolution  moved,  to  insert  *' therefore  resolved,  that  the 
said  troops  be  still  detained,  agreeablv  to  the  said  resolution ;"  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  A^.  6.  Morris, 

no\ay 
ay3 
A'ew'Jerteyf  Mr.        WiHierspoon,  no  >^o 


If^Bamptkife,    Mr.  Baitktt,  no  ^no 

MoMauu-Bogf  Mr.  B.  Adami^  o^ 

LoreU,  no  S^mo 

Holten,  fioj 

iUodb-iUamf,     Mr.  Marchant,  no  >fio 


CmmeeHcutf 
JVWv-roHb, 


Mr.  A.  Adama^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 

G.  Morns, 
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Permaylvania, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 

no  yno 

N^CaroUna, 

Mr.  Penn, 

HOI 

Delaware^ 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

:?- 

Hamet^ 

noS  no 

Vandyke, 

Williams, 

rut} 

Marytand, 

Mr.  Chase, 

ay\ 
noj 

S.'CaroSna, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

:^}-* 

Plater, 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Forbes, 

Georgia^ 

noy 

Henry, 

Telfair, 

no^no 

Virgimat 

Mr.  Harvie, 

nof 

m/\  no 
no\ 

Langworthy, 

noJ 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negati?e. 

A  motion  was  then  made  in  lieu  of  the  whole  to  substitute  as  follows: 

Whereas  on  the  8th  of  January,  177S,  Congress  by  theif  resolve*  for  eood 
and  sufficient  causes  therein  specified,  suspended  the  embarkation  of  tlie 
troops  of  the  conventiojft  of  Saratoga,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
general  Burgojne,  until  the  ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  by  the 
court  of  Great- Britain  should  be  duly  notified  to  Congress :  aud,  whereas, 
on  the  26th  of  August,  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  str  Henry  Clinton,  and  William 
Eden,  esq.  reciting  tlicir  authority,  did  make  a  remonstrance  to  Congress, 
ofiering  to  ratify  the  said  convention,  and  requiring  permission  for  the  said 
troops  to  enf^bark  in  pursuance  of  the  said  convention  :  and,  whereas*  the 
said  ratification  would  be  subject  to  the  future  ratification  of  the  British  par- 
liament, without  which  it  would  be  oi  no  validity :  therefore  resolved,  that 
Congress  will  abide  by  their  demand  of  a  ratification  by  the  court  of  Great* 
Britain,  duly  notifiecl  to  Congress ;  and  therefore  that  the  said  requisition  be 
not  complied  with  :  Question  put  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question,  as  amended,  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow, 

FRIDAY.  September  5,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  John  Berkenhout,  was  read : 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  August  13th,  from 
governor  Caswell  to  Mr.  Penn,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  400,000  dollars,  in 
favor  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  on  an  application  of 
the  governor  of  that  state,  for  the  purpose  of  raising,  equipping  and  marching 
the  men  voted  by  the  said  state  to  compfete  their  continental  battalions ;  the 
safd  state  to  be  accountable ; 

drdered.  That  the  consideration  of  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  post- 
poned. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  H.  Hollingsworth,  deputy  quarter-master-gen- 
eral at  the  Head  of  Elk,  directed  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read: 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  arrangement  of  the  treasury,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Orders,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  on  ti:e  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  miereupon, 

Orderedj  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tne  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine- 
committee,  for  20,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle- 
district  ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  5,000,000  of  dollars  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  ot  the  United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  embsion  directed  on  the  11th  of  April  last,  and  be  numbered  from 
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t^Vial  number  of  each  denomination  pn^ressivel j,  and  consist  of  the  foU 
lowiiiJgdeBoaiinmtions,  tiz. 


41,667  ytb  of  40  doUars,  1,666,680 

41^667  do.  of  30        do.  1,250,010 

41^  do.  of  20       do.  833.320 

41^  dou  of    8       do.  333,328 

41^  do.  of    7       do.  291,662 


41,667      do.    of  6  dollars,  250,002 

41.666  do.    of  5    do.  208,330 

41.667  do.    of  4    do.  166,668 

5,000,000 


Adjourned  to  mne  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Septemher  7,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  general  Washin^on,  and  one  of  August  Slst, 
from  major-general  Sallivan,  at  Tiverton,  giving  an  account  of  his  retreat 
to  the  main  the  preceding  evening,  without  anj  loss  of  men  or  stores,  were 
read: 

Ordrrcxl,  That  general  Sullivan's  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
inU\V\»|Hi£e. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Arnold,  was  read : 
IM[fretf,That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen, 
Hr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Buer,  and  Mr.  Chase. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  state  of 
CoDJiecticiit,  on  a  libel  <<  David  Brooks,  &c.  verses  schooner  Hope,  &c." 
lodged  with  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals.  , 


Thrse  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  committee  of  arrangement  at  camp,  was  read : 

4hiend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read,  enclosing  the  evi- 
dence of  major  Clark,  touching  his  trial,  which  he  entreats  may  be  laid 
before  Congress : 

iMend^  That  the  evidence  enclosed  in  general  Lee's  letter,  be  not  read, 
liatTetiimed  to  major-general  Lee. 

A  letter, of  tills  day,  from  captain  N.  Falconer,  was  read,  informing,  that 
it  tt  not  in  his  power  to  act  as  a  member  of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle- 
district. 

AesoIc«d,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  to  elect  a  commissioner  of  the 
navy  board  in  the  middle-district  in  the  room  of  captain  Falconer. 

A  letter,  of  August  28th,  from  Dr.  J.  Forster,  deputy  director-general  of 
11^  hospitals  in  the  eastern  department,  was  read : 

O^rrfered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. . 

A  letter,  of  August  38th,  from  governor  Green,  of  Rhode-Island,  was  read. 

Ad  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  general  assembly  uf  Pennsylvania 
was  read,  directing  the  delegates  of  that  state  to  apply  for  a  sum  oi  money 
to  pay  for  clothing  pnrchased  for  the  continental  troops : 

iMgftA^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Adfoamed  \xi  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  8, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  Aneust  30th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  enclosing 
anetition  from  William  de  Passern,  major  of  the  regiment  of  Hesse  Hanau, 
of  die  convention  troops,  requesting  permission  to  go  to  Europe  on  parole; 
^liereQpon, 

It  was  moTed,  that  major  William  de  Passern  be  permitted  to  go  to  Europe 
OB  his  parole,  not  to  act  against  the  United  States  or  tl>eir  allies  until  re- 
letsed  or  exchanged  according  to  the  convention  of  Saratoga. 

Qo  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  James  Smith, 
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N,-Hamp9kiny    Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mataa'stU-Bayy  Mr.  LoveU, 

Holten, 


Connectictit^ 
Ncw-Yorky 


I^ennsyhamot 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  A.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 

C'  Morris, 
Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Koberdeati, 

J.  Smith, 


DtlalUMart, 
Maryland^ 
Vtrgima, 


S,-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Harvie, 

R.  H.  Lee^ 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 
Mr.Telfiur,  m> 

Langworthy,  noS 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  August  29th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  respecting 
aupplies  for  count  d'Estaing'a  fleet : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Mr.  Duer  laid  before  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Maryland  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  4th,  from  col.HoI- 
lings worth,  and  the  memorial  of  August  3l8t,  from  E.  Blaine,  deputy  com- 
missary-general of  purchases,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

Two  letters,  of  the  5th,  from  Stephen  Steward,  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce, were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerces  and  that 
the  committee  report  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  John  Peers,  master  of  the  Mermaid,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Washingtoni  was  read,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letters  as  relates  to  the  laying  up  of 
magazines  to  the  eastward  of  Hudson's  river,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  letter  from  col.  HoUingsworth,  and  memorial  of  col.  Blaine. 

A  motion  being  made  to  empower  the  general,  if  he  finds  it  necessary,  to 
give  an  additional  bounty  of  10  dollars  to  recruits  inlisting  for  three  y^ars, 
or  during  the  war: 

It  was  moved  to  add,  and  that  such  additional  bounty  be  at  the  expense 
and  charged  to  such  of  the  states  as  have  been  deficient  in  procuring  the 
quotas,  according  to  such  deficiency. 

On  which  amendment  the  previous  question  being  called  for,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Bardett, 
MaKa^9ttt9'Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Holten, 


JRhodC'Iskmd, 
Connecticut, 
New- York, 

Petmtylvania, 

Delaware^ 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  A.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Mr.  Boberdeau,    oy?  j:« 

J.  SmiUi,        noS 
Mr.  Vandyke,        no  yno 


Zl'^ 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Chase, 

Forbe^ 
Mr.  Harvie, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

North-Cavima,  Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 
Williams^ 

Souih-Caroiina,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telnur, 


ay}ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative,  and  the  amendment  was  set  aside. 

Resolved,  That  ^n.  Washington  be  authorized,  if  he  shall  judge  it  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  to  augment  the  continental  bounty  to  recruits, 
inlisting  for  tiiree  years  or  during  the  war,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  10  dollars, 
and  that  he  use  his  discretion  in  keeping  the  matter  secret  as  long^  as  he 
Rhall  deem  necessary,  and  in  applying  the  augmentation  of  bounty,  as  circum- 
stances may  require. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  istue  on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  Joseph  Nourse, 
pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  80,000  doUarSj  to  be  by 
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to  VT.  Palfrej,  esq.  paj-master  generaly  for  the  purpose  of 
iolkdnereemits  for  the  contineiital  service. 

Rcaom,  That  so  much  of  the  general's  letter  as  relates  to  clothing,  bo 
retemd  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  be  directed  to  make  use  of 
the  MSt  vigorous  exertions  for  transporting  to  camp  the  read  j  made  cloth- 
ing itored  in  the  eastern  states,  and  in  procuring  and  forwarding  to  the  army 
ma  samber  of  blankets  as  in  their  opinion  will  be  necessary  to  make  up 
&e  deidencj  of  blankets  already  imported  or  purchased  on  account  of  the 
roited  States : 

That  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Baj,  Rhode-Island, 
CoBiiccticQt,  and  New -York,  be  desired,  when  applied  to  by  the  board  pf 
war,  to  afford  everj  assistance  in  their  newer,  in  causing  to  be  made  up  the 
liam  and  ether  clothing  imported  into  the  eastern  states  for  the  continental 
armj. 

Oriand,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  John  Peter  Tetard,  enclosed  in 
the  ijeikeral's  letter,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three*:  the  members  cho« 
sea,  Mr.Dser,  Mr.  Harvie,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 
A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  S.  Deane,  esq.  was  read : 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

« 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Beaolveit  That  those  members  of  the  board  of  treasuiy,  whose  state  maj 
be  represented  in  Congress  without  their  personal  attendance,  be  requested 
to  atlend  »l  the  treasurj  board  every  forenoon,  until  the  further  order  of 
Congress. 

CooigTess  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
jnaageBent  of  the  treasury  ;  Whereupon, 

It  wa»  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasurj  of  the  15th  of 
April  last,  be  svbstituted in  lieu  of  the  report  of  the  committee':  question 
pat,  paased  in  the  negative. 

Aa^oaned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  9,  1778.      , 

A  fetter,  of  Angnst  26th,  from  count  d'Estaing,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four,  and  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  an  answer :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee^  Mr.  8. 
Adams,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Lovell. 

A  letter,  of  tins  day,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcox^  was  read : 
Woercepoiiy 

Ordered,  lliat  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed,  in  conjunction  with 
a  caiuaittee  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ascertain  the  property  of 
goods,  «areft»  and  merchandise,  in  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  be  taken  into 
conatdeiation  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  IVhereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esa.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  tor  7000  dollars,  and 
aaother  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for  £S,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  William 
Heary,  esq.  emfjoyed  in  the  business  of  the  armory,  and  to  purchase  leather, 
aGcostreoients,  and  shoes ;  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  purchases  ;  which 
sanw  ire  advanced  on  a  certificate  of  the  board  of  war,  and  to  be  chaiged  to 
the  account  of  the  said  William  Henry  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee, 
for  20,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Loyal, 
igentB  for  building  of  fn^tes  in  Virginia,  to  enable  them  to  go  on  with  the 
hoildioc  of  one  of  the  frigates,  and  pay  off  debts  already  contracted  on  ac- 
count 3  the  said  frigates :  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable : 
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That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Bartlett,  one  of 
the  delegates  from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  1500  dollars,  advanced 
on  his  application ;  for  which  the  said  state- is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  29th  of 
August,  from  the  board  of  war,  enclosing  a  letter  and  sundry  papers  from 
lieut.  col.  Mullen,  relative  to  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  report. 

That,  upon  revising  col.  Mullen'^  account,  tliej  find  it  was  settled  upon 
just  principles ;  that  he  can  have  no  claim  of  right  to  receive,  in  a  bill  of 
exchange  on  France,  the  sum  there  reported  to  be  paid  bj  a  warrant  on  the 
treasurer;  and  that  he  apply  for  the  payment  of  a  horse  shot  under  him, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  12th  day  of  August  last : 

Heaolvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  tlie 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Kinnon,  for  printing  bills  of  exchange  and 
loan-office  certificates,  his  pay  and  boarding,  from  tne  9th  of  March  to  the 
Slst  of  August,  1778,  inclusive,  the  sum  of  d28  58-90  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Henry  Miller,  for  printing  in  German  6100  copies  of 
propKisals  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  foreign  officers  and  soldiers  in  tlie 
British  service  in  1776,  20^  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  fo  Belcher  P.  Smith,  his  pay  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's 
office,  from  the  6th  of  February  to  the  5th  of  September,  1778,  595  dollars, 
and  for  blank  books  and  other  contingencies  of  the  office,  63  SO-90  dollars, 
making  in  the  whole,  658  30-90  dollars: 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

On  motion,  Eesolved,  Tliat  the  retreat  made  by  major-gen.  Sullivan,  with 
t|ie  troops  under  his  command,  from  Rhode-Island,  was  prudent,  timely,  and 
w^l  conducted,  and  that  Connress  highly  approve  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  siven  to  major-gen.  Sullivan,  and 
to  th^  officers  and  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  fortitude  and  bravery, 
displayed  in  the  action  of  Aueust  29th,  in  which  they  repulsed  the  British 
forces  an^maintained  the  field. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  patriotic  exertions  made 
by  the  four  eastern  states,  on  the  late  expedition  against  Rhode-Island. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  that  Congress  have  a  due  sense  of  the  sacrifice  he  made  of  his  per- 
sonal feelings  in  undertaking  a  journey  to  Boston,  with  a  view  of  promoting 
the  interest  of  these  statt^s,  at  a  time  when  an  occasion  was  daily  expected  of 
his  acquiring  glory  in  the  field,  and  that  his  eallantry  in  goin^  on  Rhode- 
Island  when  the  greatest  part  of  the  army  had  retreated,  and  his  good  con- 
duct in  bringing  off  the  pickets  and  out-^ntries,  deserves  their  particular 
approbation. 

Mesolvedt  That  major  Morris,  ald-de-camp  to  major-sen.  Sullivan,  who 
brought  forward  to  Congress  the  account  of  the  repulse  of  the  British  forces 
on  lUiode-Island,  on  the  29th  of  August,  and  who,  on  the  late  expedition  as 
well  as  on  sevei::al  other  occasions,  behaved  with  great  spirit  and  good  con- 
duct, be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet. 

A  motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  resolution,  approving  the  retreat 
from  Rhode-Island :  question  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Duer, 


^.'Hwqkhktt  Mr.  Bartlett^  no  )^to 

Ma^tU'Baif,  Mr.  S.  Adams,         tuT^ 

Holten,  noj 

Mhode-I$land,   Mr.  Blarchant,  no  Vno 

no  }4Uf 


Cwmecdcutf      Mr.  A.  AdamB,         no 

Lewis,  ay 

I>uer,  oy 


JVh^Tark,        Mr.  Lewis,  ay ') 

5  ^ 


Pennstilvania,  Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Roberdeau, 
J.  Smith, 
Delaware,       .  Mr.  Vandyke, 
Maryland^        Mr.  Chase, 

Plater, 
Forbes, 
Hcnn, 


I 

-J 


J 
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Ilarvie, 
B.  H.Lee, 

Griffin, 
Pcnn, 
Harnett, 
WJUiama, 


S.'CaroUna, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Ilmyton, 
Matthew% 

Ifr.  Telfiur, 


SoH  passed  in  the  negatire. 

it  was  then  moved,  that  an  enquirj  be  made  into  the  causes  of  the  failure 
•Tthe  late  expedition  against  Rhode-Island,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  Norember  28th,  1777,  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to 
canse  this  inqairj  to  be  made  as  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  and 
tnnsmtt  the  proceedings  of  the  court  to  Congress : 

The  preTioua  question  was  moved,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Oner, 


JTem^rm*^ 


Mr.  Bavtlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Marchuit; 
Mr.  A.  Adain% 
Mr.  Lewia^ 

Duer, 
Mr.  R.  Morns, 

Roberdeau, 

James  Smith, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 


Mofyfantlt 


VirginUi, 


N.'Caroiina, 


S^-CaroUttOf 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes^ 
Heray, 

Mr.  Hanrie, 
B.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett; 
WilUams, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 

Mr.  Telfidr, 


no 


no 


no 


8o  it  was  carried,  and  the  main  question  set  aside. 
Adjouned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  10,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  Geoi^  Cottnam,  captain-lieutenant  in  the  first 
Penns^lf ania  regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  requesting  leave,  on  account 
of  bis  impaired  constitution,  to  resign  his  commission : 

RemAved^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th9  from  general  Wasfiington,  was  read  : 

OHitnd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  the  committee  of  arrangement,  was  read ;  Where- 
upon, 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commander  of  the  horse,  and  the 
ballets  being  taken,  John  Cadwallader,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected. 

Soofveii,  That  a  commission  be  granted  to  John  Cadwallader,  esq.  ap- 
pointing hhn  brigadier  and  ^commander  of  the  cavalry  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th  and  31st  of  August,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  die  board  of  war. 

On  aotkm.  Ordered,  That  the  paper  signed  Adam  Ferguson,  dated  Au- 
gust 26tfi,  and  the  papers  transmitted  with  it,  and  also  the  resolution  of  Con^ 
gresa  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  convention  of  Saratoes,  be  published. 

MeBelved,  That  a  committee  offive  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  hon. 
tte  nnister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  respecting  the  future  operations  of 
the  French  fleet  under  the  command  of  count  d'Estaing,  and  report  to  Con- 
cess  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter,  of  August  26th,  from 
count  d'Estaiflgt  Inrought  in  tfie  draught  of  an  answer^  whicn  was  read  and 
igreed  to: 
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.Ordered^  That  it  be  signed  and  forwarded  bj  the  president  to  count  d'Estaing. 

Congress  resumed  tne  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tlie 
arrangement  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and»  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  afternoon. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  chevalier  de  Fayolle,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
arrangement  of  the  treasury,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  letter,. of  the  2d,  from  major  general  Sullivan,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  from  col.  Hollingsworth,  and  the  memorial 
from  E.  Blaine,  brought  in  a  partial  report,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow,  and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  continue  to  sit  on  the  business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hosmer  have  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  11,  1778. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  J.M*Kinley,  esq.  and  an  extract  from  the  min- 
utes of  the  privy-council  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  were  read. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  col.  Nicola's  re^ment  of 
invalids,  their  pay  from  the  month  of  July  last,  and  subsistence  in  lieu  of 
rations  for  the  officers  for  the  same  time,  940  80-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  his  pay  as  commissioner  of  claim9> 
from  April  12th  to  August  27th,  1777,  548  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Dodd,  for  his  services  as  express-rider,  from 
October  dd,  i  776,  to  October  31st  1777,  as  more  fully  appears  by  a  particular 
state,  filed  with  his  account,  a  balance  of  370  30-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev,  Mons.  Lotbinier,  his  pay  and  subsistence  aa 
chaplain  to  col.  Livingston's  regiment,  from  the  11th  of  August  to  the  10th 
of  September,  inclusive,  60  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  20,000  dollars,  and 
anothec  on  William  Armistead,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan- 
office  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  30.000  dollars,  in  favour  of  col.  Baylor, 
being  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  horses  and  accoutrements  for  the  use  ot  the 
armies  of  the  United  States :  for  which  sums,  amounting  to  50,000  dollars, 
the  said  col.  Baylor  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  John  Cox,  assistant 
quarteT'Diaster  general,  for  3,500,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  quarter- 
master general's  department,  and  for  which  major-general  Green,  quarter- 
master general,  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  3j000,000  dollars,  in  favour,  of 
Jeremiah  Wadswortb,  esa.  commissary-general  of  purchases,  tor  the  use  of 
his  department,  and  for  wnich  he  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  is&ue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Hewes,  for  1000 
dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  lohn  Ashe,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  state 
of  North-Carolina,  in  favor  of  John  Easton,  dated  May  9, 1777.  for  that  sum, 
being  in  part  of  the  500,000  dollars  heretofore  granted  by  Congress  for  the 
use  of  tiiat  state,  and  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accounti^e : 
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TWl  ^mirrant^  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Ilewes  tor  667" 
A>%  diAUrs,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  Richard  Caswell,  esq.  governor^ 
oC  the  stale  of  Kortb-Carolina,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Leech,  esq.  for  tliat  sum, 
dated  Jue  19th,  1777,  expressed  to  be  for  value  received  of  him  in  part  of 
the  expense  of  horaes,  carriages  and  other  necessaries,  furnished  brigadier 
daFvtail.Qiider  the  character  of  col.d'Erford  and  his  party,  to  enable  them 
to  pwecate  their  journey  from  North -Carolina  to  the  Continental  Congress ; 
aadfor  whkh  the  said  brigadier  du  Portail  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  isaue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  E.  Gerry,  one  of 
^  delegates  of  the  state  of  Massachusetu-Bay,  for  1200  dollars,  aulvanced 
iponhia  applicatioii^;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

Rttolvei,  unanimously^  That  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  and  honor  of 
these  Unit^  States,  that  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be,  without  delay,  ap- 
pnated  to  represent  these  states  at  the  court  of  France. 

Betalmi,  wmammoudyj  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  a  minister 
p\e«ii^t«aiiary  at  the  court  of  France. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  col.  HolliagBworth,  and  a  memorial  from  col.  E.  Blaine,  and,  thereupon, 
came  to  the  ibliowing  resolutions : 

Whereas  Congress,  by  their  resolution  of  the  13th  of  January,  made  a 
nqniaitioa  tojcen.  sir  William*Howe,  then  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britan- 
nic naieaty's  forces  in  America,  for  passports  to  American  vessels  to  trans- 
port provisions  and  fuel  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  of  the  convention  at  Boston, 
decVaraif^al  the  same  time,  that,  if  the  said  requisition  was  not  complied  with 
the  prisoners  nnder  the  convention  should  be  removed  to  such  part  of  the 
state  of  Aiaasichasetts-Bay  as  they  could  be  most  conveniently  subsisted  in ; 
vikfdb  reqnisidoa  hath  not  been  complied  with,  nor  measures  adopted  on  the 
part  of  the  firitish  general,  to  send  timely  and  sufficient  supplies  for  the  use 
of  the  said  troops ;  whereby  great  iniury  has  been  sustained  by  the  United 
States ;  and  nuticularly  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston : 

Baolced^  That  major-general  Heath,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  coun- 
cil oC  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  be  authorized  to  remove  the  prisoners, 
under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  to  such  parts  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
selts-Bay,  as  they  can  be  most  conveniently  subsisted  in. 

Rmolced^  That  application  be  made  to  sir  Henry  Clinton  for  passports  to 
Americtti  vessels  to  transport  provisions  and  fuel  to  Boston  for  the  use  of 
the  prisoners  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  the  said  passports  to  be 
inbject  to  such  restrictions  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  the  generals 
Washington  and  sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed 
to  inform  gen«  Clinton,  that  if  such  passports  be  not  granted,  within  three 
days  after  application  made,  or  measures  adopted  by  him  for  sending  to  the 
port  oC  Boston  ample  supplies  of  provision  and  fuel  for  the  convention-pri- 
sooecs,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  October,  Congress  will  deem  themselves 
justified  in  removing  the  said  prisoners  to  such  parts  of  the  United  States 
a^  thev  can  be  best  subsisted  in. 

Ordard,  That  certified  copies  of  this  resolution,  and  of  the  resolution  of 
the  ISth  of  January  last,  ana  of  the  4th  inst.  relative  to  the  troops  of  the 
eooTeotion  of  Saratoga,  be  transmitted  to  gen.  Clinton. 

Ruolved,  That  the  measures  recommended  by  gen.  Washington,  of  form- 
ing mapzines  at  convenient  places,  distant  from  the  sound,  in  the  state  of 
Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  is  expedient : 

That  een.  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  given  orders  for 
the  pun^ase  of  20,000  barrels  of  flour,  to  be  transported  by  water  for  that 
purpose ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  and  directed  to  fix  on  the  places  where 
the  said  magazines  shall  be  established,  and  to  give  the  necessary  orders*  to 
the  quarter-master  general  and  commissary-general  for  carrying  this  resolur 
tivuinto  execution. 
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Besolved,  That  it  be  submitted  to  the.  consideration  of  gen.  Washington, 
"whether  a  considerable  part  of  the  cavalry  now  in  the  armj,  can,  in  the  pre- 
sent seat  of  the  war,  be  emplojed  with  an  ntflitj  adequate  to  the  ^eat  ex- 
pense and  difiicuUj  which  occur  in  suppljins  them  with  forage  ;  and  if  he 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  duty  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  them,  may  be 
dispensed  with  at  camp,  that  he  be  directed  to  order  such  of  the  cavalry  as 
he  shall  deem  proper,  to  such  parts  of  these  states  as  they  can  be  best  sub- 
sisted in. 

That  all  officers  of  the  army,  not  authorized  by  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, or  by  the  special  permission  of  the  commander  in  chief,  to  keep  horses, 
be  prohibited,  though  at  their  owh  expense,  from  keeping  any  horse  or  horses 
within  40  miles  of  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and  tnat  gen.  Washington  be 
desired  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  see  this  order  carrira  into  strict  execu- 
tion, and  to  bring  to  trial  all  offenders  against  it 

Whereas  Congress  have  received  information  that  several  persons  in  the 
state  of  Maryland  have  eluded  the  embargo  on  provisions,  by  loading  stores 
on  board  vessels,  and  obtaining  a  clearance  on  tobacco  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  to  take  measures  for  preventing  the  embai^o^  being 
eluded,  by  this  and  such  other  practices,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
are  highly  injurious  to  the  general  welfare. 

The  delegates  from  Delaware  laid  before  Congress  a  letter,  of  the  8th, 
from  Caesar  Rodnevi  esq.  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  refative  to  a  complaint  aeainst  count  Pulaski : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  directed  to  enquire 
into  the  state  of  the  legion  commanded  by  count  Pulaski : 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed,  in 
conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ascertain 
the  property  of  gomls,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  possession  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  it  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
^    Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  capt.  Harper,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  September  W,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Resolve  Smith,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  ma- 
nifesto on  the  injurious  treatment  our  prisoners  and  faithful  citizens  receive 
from  the  enemy,  and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  confer  with  Mr.  R. 
Smith,  and  report  respecting  him. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Drayton  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  major-general  Arnold : 

That  Mr.  Chase  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
minister  of  France. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-gen.  Heath,  at  Boston,  was  read,  informing 
of  the  enemy's  fleet  appearing  off  that  harbor. 

On  motion,  i?eso2vea.  That  capt.  Nathaniel  Falconer  be  appointed  a  su- 
perintendent of  (he  presses  for  striking  bills  of  credit,  bills  of  exchange^  and 
loan -office  certiQcates,  in  addition  to  those  already  elected. 
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The  cowBittee  on  the  letter  from  col.  Hollingsworth,  and  the  memorial 
fnNB  col.  E.  Blaioe,  brought  in  a  further  report ;  Whereupon, 

Rmokai^  That  the  quarter-roaster  general  be  directed  to  order  the  com- 
mtsmrof  fom^  to  give  inmediate  directions  to  his  deputies  and  assistants 
net  ttporchaae  any  wheat  for  forage,  except  in  the  vicmity  of  camp,  unless 
iBCf^of  alMolttte  uecessitj;  and  when  such  cases  arise,  that  the  reasons 
fiir  deviating  from  this  order  be  transmitted  to  the  commissary  of  forage,  and 
Ijfcin  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  quarter-master  general. 

JiaUvtd,  That  the  commissar j* general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  give 
orders  tobiadepntiea  and  assistants,  forthwitn  to  deliver  to  the  commissarj 
of  forage,  and  his  deputies,  the  bad  wheat  and  offals  of  wheat,  which  they  at 
present  have,  or  ma^  hereafter  have,  in  their  respective  possessions ;  and 
fartiier,  that  the  said  commissary-general  issue  orders  to  the  purchasers 
to  be  careful  not  to  purchase,  in  future,  damaged  wheat,  as  the  same  is  found 
by  experience,  extremely  injurious,  even  for  the  purposes  of  forage. 

lwoheed»  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  to  consult  with  the 
commander  in  chief,  whether  a  reduction  of  the  stationery  teams  cannot  be 
made  cooaistentlj  with  the  good  of  the  service,  or  whether  ox -teams  cannot, 
in  the  present  seat  of  the  war,  be  substituted  in  a  great  measure  for  horse- 
teams  ;  and  if  gen.  Washington  shall  be  of  opinion  that  both  or  either  of  these 
measures  are  adviscable,  that  the  quarter-master  general  take  measures  for 
carrying  the  same  into  execution,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  deemed  most 
coBMteat  with  the  good  of  the  army,  and  a  regard  to  public  economy. 
tlrdered.  That  the-  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  being  read  on  a  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  ma« 
jor-geii.  Suiiivan : 

Asoived,  That  the  governments  of  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, and  New-Iuimpshire,  be  requested,  on  the  application  of  major- 
general  Sulliyan,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  legislature  or  council  of  war 
of  Rhode-bland  and  Providence  Plantations,  to  call  out  of  their  respective 
ttateufluch  number  of  militia  as  he  shall  require,  in  case  of  great  emergency, 
to  check  the  raTuges  of  the  enemy,  or  to  repel  any  invasion  they  may  ajttempt 
in  any  of  the  eastern  states. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordarei^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  A.  Adams, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  1600  dollars,  advanced 
vpon  lua  application,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Elmer,  one 
of  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  5000  dollars ;  for  which  the 
said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

Cenrresa  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
meaanal  of  capt.  Harper, and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 
Ordtndj  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
Adjoaracd  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY.  September  14,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  James  Johnston,  was  read,  returning  thanks  for 
die  iiooor  done  him  in  appointing  him  an  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  army ; 
alto  one,  of  the  same  day,  from  Messrs.  Clark  and  Johnston,  auditors, 
was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  brigadier  Wayne,  and  one,  of  the  7th,  from  the 
fdd  oficers  of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  re^ment,  were  read,  requesting  that 
te  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Biackwell,  chaplain  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  brigade) 
May  be  continoed  sui^^eon  of  the  regiment  aforesaid : 

Ordendg  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  baron  d'Arendt,  was  read : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  irth,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read.                  ^  ^ 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  nuDister  plenipotentiary  to  the  ^- 

court  of  France,  and  the  ballots  being  taken.  Dr.  Benjamin  Praakiin  was  -^ 

elected.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  i 
credence  to  his  roost  Christian  majestj,  notifying  the  appointment  of  Dr.  B* 
Franklin,  minister  plenipotentiary  oi  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
France : 

That  the  said  committee  also  prepare  a  draught  of  instructions  to  the  min-  j 

ister  plenipotentiary  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chase,  Mr*  j 
Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  credepce,  received  through  the  hands  of  the  ^ 

minister  of  France  and  the  count  d'Estaing,  be  referred  to  the  said  com-  i 
roittee. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  and  after  j 

sometime  spent  thereon,  j 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed.  ^ 

TuREK  o'clock,  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1  th,  from  col.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  John  Connolly,  be  ' 
referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  what  relates  to  the  exchange  of  French  ' 
prisoners,  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  col.  Wadsworth,  at  Baltimore,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  col« 
Holiingsworth  and  memorial  of  col.  Blaine. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  12d,from  J.  Brad* 
ford,  which  was  read,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  the  brig  s;en.  Urates  and  her 
two  prizes,  and  of  the  death  oT  capt.  Skinner,  commander  of  the  General 
Gates,  who  was  killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  Montague,  and  has  left  a 
widow  with  eleven  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  able  to  provide  for  them- 
selves : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  be 
directed  to  report  what  provision,  in  their  opinion,  i>aght  to  be  made  for  the 
widow  and  children  of  capt.  Skinner. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  llth,  from  John  M*Kin> 
ley,  esq.  late  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  soliciting  to  be  exchanged 
for  William  Franklin,  esq.  and  the  minutes  of  the  privy  council  of  the  state 
of  Delaware:  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  to  resolve. 

That  Congress  consent  to  the  ejchange  of  William  Franklin,  esq.  late 
governor  of  New -Jersey,  for  John  M'Kinfey,  esq.  late  president  of  the  state 
of  Delaware,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  of  gen.  sir  Henry  Clinton : 

In  lieu  of  which  the  following  resolution  was  moved  as  an  amendment  viz. 

Whereas  Hu^  Wallace,  esq.  one  of  the  counsel  under  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,  of  the  late  colony,  now  state  of  New-York,  was,  amongst 
other  persons  in  the  said  state,  msaffected  to  the  liberties  of  America,  inade 
prisoner  by  gen.  Washington,  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New- York, 
and  sent  under  parole  into  the  state  of  Connecticut ;  and  whereas,  the  said 
Hugh  Wallace  having  been  permitted  by  his  excellency  Jonathan  Trumbull, 
esq.  governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  to  go  into  the  city  of  New- York  on 
parole,  to  return  when  demanded  by  him  or  gen;  Washinston,  has,  on  a  re- 
quisition made  by  gen.  Washington  to  the  said  Hugh  Wallace  to  return  and 
sttxrender  himself  agreeably  to  his  parolei  refused  to  comply  with  the  saoie^ 
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and  has  been  cuntntenanced  in  such  refusal  by  the  officer  commanding  in 
Ivew-Yoik.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  it  is  essentiallj  necessary  to  the  pro- 
seca6oii  af  this  war  upon  equal  principles,  diat  measures  should  be  adopted 
for  GMipeUing  persons  who  are  prisoners  under  parole  within  the  lines  of 
the  eiieaj,  and  who  refuse  to  return,  to  abide  by  those  principles  of  good 
faitk  and  personal  honor*  which  are  to  be  observed  by  those  who  are  permit- 
ted to  retam  on  their  parole  within  the  American  lines :  Besolved,  that  John 
If 'Kialej,  esq.  late  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  who  has  been  made 
pmoer  by  the  British  forces,  and  who  has  been  permitted  to  return  on  pa- 
role within  the  American  lines,  in  order  to  solicit  an  exchange  for  IVilliam 
Fiankiin,  eso.  late  guTemor  of  New-Jersey,  be  not  permitted  to  return  with- 
in theBrttisn  lines,  in  order  to  surrender  himself  on  his  parole,  till  soch 
time  as  the  said  Hogh  Wallace,  esq.  shall  surrender  himselfon  his  parole  to 
ps.  Washington,  or  be  exchan^  for  the  said  John  M'Rinley,  esq.  and  all 
officers  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  ordered  not  to  suffer 
the  ufld  John  M'Kinley  to  pass  within  the  enemy's  lines. 
Oq  w&h  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Ifr.BsorUett, 
Mr.  S.  Adama, 


.Yc».T«rfe. 


LoveU, 
Holten, 

Mr.  Mttchant, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.Lcwi9, 
Duer, 

Mr.  Morrifl, 
Roberdeau, 
Clingan, 

Mr.  M^Rean, 
Vandyke, 


no 


no 


Maryland, 


Virginia^ 


N.'CatoKna, 


S,'  CaToHnOf 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Plater, 
F<»be8, 
Heniy, 

Mr.  Hame, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
WiUiams, 

Mr.  Laurena, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telfair, 


no 

no^ 


.110 


no 


no 


no>Ra 


X^angvortby,  no 


So  it  passed  in  the  nej^tive. 

The  main  question  being  then  divided,  and)  the  yeas  and  nays  required 
by  Mr.  Doer,  on  the  clause  respecting  the  exchange  of  W.  Franklin, 


Marylandt 


Virgwia, 


N.'CareUnat 


S,'CarQUnaf 


Georgia, 


ay 


ay 


Niew-Bxmptiirt^  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Memfmo-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 
LoreH, 
HoHen, 
SMt^tdami,       Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  A.  Adama^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer,  fio^ne 

G.  Morris, 
Ifr.  R.  Morris, 

Roberdeau,     noyay 
Clingan, 
Mr.M<Kean, 
Vandyke, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  notion  was  then  made  in  the  second  clause  to  strike  out  the  words 
*■  lahn  M*K.inley,  esq.  to  the  end  of  the  sentence,  and  insert  "  brigadier  W. 
TWompson ;"  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 

Henry, 
Mr.  Harvie, 

R.  XX.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett^ 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton,  no 

Langworthy,  n». 


no 


Ampikite,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Mnm^tttB-Bay^  Mr.S.Adamflb 

Gcriy, 
Lore]], 
*   HoHen, 
fiMb-JUnd;      Bfr.  Marchant^ 
Mr.  A.  Adams 

Vol.  III. 


no  )4M 


r- 


New-Yoih^ 
Pennnfha$iiaf 

DdauHire, 


Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Moiris^ 
Mr.  R.  Morris^ 

Roberdeau, 

Clingan, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Vandyke, 
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Mr.  Plater, 
Forbea, 
Heniy, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 


H^CaroUnOt 
Oeorgia^ 


Mr.  Penn, 
Hfttnctt, 

WilliaiM, 
Mr.  lAurens, 

Drayton, 

Mattliewi, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Laagpvortfay, 


flO 


!<&' 


c&r. 


resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  one  of 


So  it -passed  in  the  tiegatiye. 
On  the  question  put  to  asree  to  the  latter  clause, 
A  letter,  of  the  12th,  rrom  gen.  Washington, 
the  10th,  from  gen.  Sullivan,  was  read. 
Adjourned 'to  nine  oVlock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  /Skptember  15,  1778. 

'Ordered^  That  the  copy  of  gen.  Sullivan's  letter  of  the  10th,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

The  report  of 'the  committee  on  gen.  Washington's  letter,  relative  to  baron 
Steuben,  which  was  referred  to  gen.  Washington,  being  returned,  with  the 
general's  observations  thereon,  the  same  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  report  and  observations  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
arrangement,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  regulations  for 
the  inspectorship,  agreeable  to  the  said  report  and  observations. 

A  petition  of  Kol^rt  Woodbridge  was  read. 

A  letter  from  lieut.  col.  Klein,  was  read,  retumihg  thanks  for  the  honor 
done  him  in  appointing  him  to  the  command  of  the  German  volunteers.  . 

A  letter  of  tnis  day,  from  baron  d'Arendt,  was  read,  taking  leave  of  Congress. 

A  petition  of  Cal^arine  Pennington,  relict  and  administratrix  of  Kliles 
Pennington,  captain  of  marines  on  board  the  ship  Reprisal,  was  read : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  marine  committee  lay  before  Congress  this  afternoon, 
a  list  of  the  captains  and  lieutenants  of  the  continental  navy,  and  of  the  ships 
and  vessels  to  which  such  are  employed  or  affixed. 

Another  letter,  of  the  l£th,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  a  report  of  a 
board  of  general  officers  enclosed,  was  read ; 

OrderM,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  tHe  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  minister  of  France. 

Three  o'clock,  P«  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
arrangement  of  the  treasury,  and  thereupon, 

Eeaolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  said  report  as  relate  to  a  confederal  fund, 
and  to  the  mode  of  issuing  and  accounting  for  loan -office  certificates,  be  re^ 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Gerry, 
and  Mr.  A.  Adams. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  amend  the*  report,  so  that  there  shall  be  but  one 
chamber  of  accounts : 

iThe  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


MautCtttt-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
JRhod^hkMd,     Mr.  Marchant, 
Connectieii$^       Mr.  A.  Adami^ 
J^ew-Yvrl^,         Mr.  Lewia, 

Duer, 


JV<etihJer§eyf 

Delaware^ 

Maryland^ 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  oy  ^ay 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  vo  ^  ^ 

Reed,  noy 

Mr.  Vandyke,  ay  )ay 

Mr.  Plater,  no 

Forbes,  ay>  ^ 

Hcnr>',  ««' 


rr 
■d 

ri 


4?: 


I" 

■J 
J- 

7\ 


.li 


>:.', 


.1 


1^ 


^tl 


'1 


t 

v.. 


''I 
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flOj 

f 
•  no 

S.'Ci2roSna,^ 

Mr.  LaureiUi 
Mfttthewi» 

^Ir.  Wftlton* 
Telfair, 

ay 

ay 
noj 

^0 

BrfCMo,  Mr.  Harvie, 

R.  H.Lee, 

Griffin, 
N.'CmtSm^       Mr.Fenn, 

Harnett, 

Willunifl, 

S9  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Memhed,  That  the  chamber  consist  of  three. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the 
s<ite  of  Delaware,  directed  to  the  delegates  of  the  said  state,  brought  in  a 
report:  Whereupon, 

ReadvBij  That  John  Hooper  and  James  Murray,  two  soldiers  of  general 
PalaskFs  legion,  have  been  charged  with  committing  a  robbery  on  the  pro- 
perty of  James  Chandler,  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  be  sent,  under  a 
proper  goafd,  to  Wilmington,  in  the  said  state,  there  to  be  delivered  to  John 
lita,  ttq.or  anj  other  magistrate,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law ;  and  that 
bri^dier-feiieral  Pulaski  give  orders  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect, 

Ad}oamed  to  nioe  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  16, 177B. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Joseph  Nourse,  was  read,  renewing  his  applica- 
don  fur  leave  to  resign  his  office  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance  and 
treasorcr  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and  signifying  the  necessity  he 
kvAder  of  gjnng  to  Virginia  in  three  weeks :  Whereupon, 

Ordertdy  That  Wednesday,  the  23d  instant,  be  assigned  for  electing  a 
^ecretaEj  for  the  board  of  ordnance,  and  treasurer  to  the  board  of  war  and 
onfaaace;  aod  that  Mr.  Nourse  have  leave  to  resign. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 4th,  from  three  officers  of  the  Mermaid,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  August  19th,  from  the  council  of  New-Hampshire,  was  read, 
vith  taDdrT  papers  enclosed,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of 
theNew-lmipshire  grants,  stiling  themselves  "  the  state  of  Vermont :" 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

Eetolved,  That  on  Friday  next,  in  the  aft^rfioon.  Congress  be  resolved  into 
1  coamtttoe  of  the  whole,  to  consider  tWforeeotng  papers,  and  other  papers 
heretofore  received  relative  to  the  condvK:t  of  the  said  inhabitants. 

A  letter,  of  July  Slst,  and  one  of  September  Sd,  from  the  council  of  Mas- 
nchusett8*Bay,  were  read,  relative  to  the  resolution  of  April  8th,  1777,  re- 
coBmeoding  the  erectine  a  monument  tb  the  memory  of  major-gen.  Warren  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  i  committee  of  three :  the  members 
dMsea,  Mr.  Doer,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
other  resolutions  of  Congress,  similar  to  that  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
lettera«and  report  on  them  also. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  James  Warren,  esq.  member  of  the  navy  board, 
at  Boston,  directed  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  was  read,  informing  of 
the  arrival  of  56  bales  of  blankets,  on  board  the  schooner  Tabby : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  12th,  from  general 
WasUjigtoD,  with  the  report  of  the  boanl  of  general-officers,  brought  in  a 
report. 

Csagress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  11th,  from  Mr. 
Oeane;  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made, 

That  Mr.  Deanebe  directed  to  attend  Congress  on  Friday  morning  next, 
to  answer  such  questions  as  the  members  may  nropose  to  him,  for  the  better 
aNferstandin^  of  the  stat^  and  progress  of  public  affairs  during  his  mission 
iB  France* 
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I    An  amendment  was  moved  to  strike  out  *'  members,"  and  insert  the 
word  •*  house ;" 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase, 


Ikw-SiwqMhirey  Mr.  Baitlett,         ay  ^y 
MantfttU-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams,        no" 

Geny, '  excuted, 

notOMU^  preacni 

ai  the  Matt, 

JLovell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Marchajit, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 

G.  Morris,        

Mr.  Withenipoon,fio  )  j. 

Elmer,  ay  5 

Mr.  Roberdeau,     "iigjiti 

Clinran,         my 
Mr.  Vandyke,       ay  yay 


Rhode^Jabrndf 
New-York^ 


NenD-Jeney^ 
Penntyloanuif 


AHaryhnd^ 


ftrgmiaf 


^.'CaroHnOf 


S^'daroiinOf 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Chase, 
Plater, 
Forbes, 
Ifenry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
U.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 

'  Harnett, 
Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton 
Matthews!, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telfiur, 


^ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Question  put  on  the  motion  as  amended :  resolved  in  the  aflBrmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Sq/temher  17, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  Mr.  Reed,  one  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ment, was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  I5tii,  from  Charles  Bradish,  and  one  of  the  16th,  from  J. 
Stoddard,  officers  of  the  Mermaid,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6tn,  from  James  Caldwell,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  1,000,000  of  dollars  be  advanced  to  seneral  Mifflin,  late 

auarter-master-general,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  he  be 
irected  to  render  an  account  of  all  such  sums  as  are  now  due  from  the  late 
quarter  roaster-general,  in  order  to  their  being  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  arrangement  of  the  treasury. 

On  motion,  Resolved^  That  the  resolution  fixing  the  number  of  the  cham- 
ber of  accounts  be  re-considered. 

Resolved,  That  the  report,  with  the  amendment  made,  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Chase,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  countPulaski,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  the  letter  of  the  12th,  from  general  Washini^- 
ton,  relative  to  sending  forward  to  the  armj  the  confederal  troops  in  Phil- 
adelphia be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Reaolvedj  That  brigadier  count  Pulaski  be  ordered  to  march  with  his 
legion  to  Trenton,  wiUiout  delay,  there  to  receive  the  further  onlers  of  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committee  on 
the  treasury,  of  the  10th ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  48,000  dollars,  the  residue  of  a  warrant  for  300,000  dol- 
lars, issued  the  12th  day  of  February  last,  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  now  paid  to  the  said  delegates,  to  be  by  them 
transmitted  to  the  president  and  council  of  the  said  state,  which  is  to  be 
accountable. 
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OrdcTfl,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  deleeates 
«f  ibe  slate  of  Pennsylvania,  for  52,000  dollars,  to  be  bj  them  transmitted 
to  ibe  ^Riident  and  council  of  that  state ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be 
accoant^e. 

Id  cfBseqnence  of  an  adjustment  bj  thexommtssioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditsr-^eral  reports, 

7%at  there  is  dae  to  John  Hartman,  for  entertaining  four  Indians  at  Read- 
iag,  sboBt  six  weeks,  bj  order  of  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  esq.  the  sum  of 
SOT  5-90  dollars  : 

Thattiiere  is  due  to  Francis  Johnston,  for  translating  a  French  letter  into 
Enrioh.bj  order  of  the  president  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  SO  dollars : 

Tbat  thiere  is  due  to  Isaac  Vanost,  for  a  log  of  lignum  vitee,  for  two  rollers 
for  aTolling-|>ress,  120  60-90  dollars: 

ThattlieTe  is  doe  to  Francis  Hopkinson,  esq.  for  compiling  an  index  to  the 
int  and  second  volumes  of  the  journals  of  Congress,  200  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

Tlie  connittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report  ;^W^hereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tlie  treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Frank* 
lin,  for  8000  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  of  his  excellency  Richard  Caswell, 
esa.  governor  of  North-Carolina,  on  the  continental  treasurer,  for  that  sum, 
in  nvor  c»f  Andrew  Blanchard,  dated  May  1st,  1778,  and  expressed  to  be  on 
account  of  tanned  leather,  deer  skins,  and  shoes,  purchased  in  pursuance  of 
aieaoltt^Mi  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  November  last;  for  whicn  the  state  of 
l^orth-Canilina  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  wamot  issue  on  die  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Williams,  one  of  the 
delcjples  from  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for  500  dollars,  advanced  on. his 
mhcadoo  ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That,  apon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
imie  00  the  treasurer  m  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay-master  to  the  said  board, 
far  100,000  dollars,  to  answer  the  contingent  charges  thereof;  for  which  the 
said  loacph  Nourse  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Joseph  Nourse,  pay -mas- 
ter to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
mittal to  Benjamin  Stelle,  deputy  pay-master  at  Rhode-Island ;  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  order  be  sent  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  esq.  deputy  pay -master 
general  at  Boston ;  who  is  to  be  accountable : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  by  the  auditors  of  the  army,  that  many  regi- 
mental paj-masters  have  adopted  the  unwarrantable  practice  of  pajring  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  companies,  agreeably  to  the  recommenaations  of 
^e  colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  their  regiments  respectively,  such 
sastt  of  money  as  the  said  regimental  pay-masters  have  drawn  for,  but  nut  paid 
to,  jprisoners,*deserter8,iind  men  who  have  died  in  the  service  : 

Metdved,  That,  until  the  sums  of  money  so  paid  by  the  regimental  pay- 
masters, diall  be  reimbursed  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  pay-master  or 
depaty  par^masters  general,  such  commanding  officers  of  regiments  shall  be 
accoontabie  for  the  moneys  which  they  have  so  ordered  to  b^  paid,  the  com- 
manding officers  of  companies  for  the  moneys  so  received,  and  the  regimen- 
tal pa^-masters  for  the  money  so  paid  by  them  respectively ;  and  the  audi- 
tsnoithe  armj  are  authorized  ana  directed  forthwith  to  oblige  the  said  offi- 
cers ts  acGoont,  agreeably  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  Con 
gress  of  the  6th  olFebruary  last. 

An  account  of  the  moneys  expended  by  tiie  clothier-general  was  laid  he- 
fare  Congress : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Bemdvedj  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  considera- 
te the  department  of  the  clothier-general. 
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Besolvedp  That  on  Saturday  and  Wedneadaj  CongresB  meet  at  tea,  and 
sit  till  three  o'clock. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  18,  1/78. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  was  read  : 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
solution of  August  9th,  1777 :  the  members  cuosen,  Mr.  Drajrton,  Mr.  Har- 
vie^and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  send  for  persona 
and  papers :  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  letter  and  memorial  be  referred  to  die  said 
committee. 

A  letter,  of  Jul  j  14th,  from  John  Sandford  Dart,  deputy  clothier-general  in 
South -Carolina,  with  two  inyoices  enclosed,  were  reaa : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

The  committee  of  commerce  report,  that  there  is  now  on  board  the  brig 
Braxton,  117  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  shipped  on  freight  for  account  and  risque 
of  the  United  States ;  that  the  said  tobacco  hath  Men  shipped  upwards  of  a 
year,  and  that  the  vessel  was  detained  by  the  British  fncates  the  greatest 
part  of  that  time,  and  the  rest  by  means,  first  of  sprinj^ing  aleak,  and  second- 
ly, by  a  stroke  of  lightning,  which  dismasted  and  disabled  the  vessel  from 
proceeding :  that  the  continent  is  liable  to  make  good  the  damages  as  in- 
surers, and  to* pay  a  heavy  demurrage  as  freighters;  that  the  owners  of  said 
bfig  beins  offered  a  price  for  this  vessel  ana  cargo  as  she  lies,  winch  they 
tiiink  will  make  them  compensation,  offer  to  discharge  the  continent  from 
the  charter,  provided  the  committee  sell  them  the  117  hogsheads  of  tobacco 
on  board  the  said  brig,  at  five  pounds  Virginia  money  per  cent,  which  the 
commitee  think  ad viseable;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  authorized  to  make  sale  of 
the  117  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on  board  the  brig  Braxton,  to  the  owners  of  the 
said  brig,  on  the  terms  proposed  in  the  above  report,  and  to  receive  payment 
for  the  same,  on  account  of  the  United  States ;  for  which  the  saiil  committee 
IB  to  be  accountable. 

.   Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
reports  of  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Bechet  de  Roche  Fontaine  be  appointed  a  captain 
in  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  that  his  commission  be  dated  the  15th  day  of 
May  last. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  J.  Beatty,  commissary-general  of  prisoners, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  DifiBr,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Merchant. 

A  letter,  of  July  8th,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  thestate  of  New-York,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  the  ho».  Arthur 
Lee,  esq.  of  the  6th,  15th,  and  31  st  of  January,  1778,  and  the  letter  of 
January,  I6th,  1778,  from  the  hen.  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Silas  Deane, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

A  member  in  his  place  informed  the  house,  that  he  had  information  that 
Mr.  Carmichael  had  charged  Mr.  Deane  with  misapplication  of  the  public 
money,  &c. 

Being  called  upon  to  reduce  this  information  to  writing,  he  delivering  in  a 
writing,  which  was  read. 
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Oriartit  That  the  report  of  the  committee  lie  on  the  table. 
Adiomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  September  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  lfith»  from  John  Conaollj,  was  read : 

Orienij  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  15th^ 
froBlfr.  John  Beattj. 

A  letter,  i^  the  13th,  from  Mr.  la  Neuville^  was  read : 

iMknij  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  oo  the  treasury  brou^t  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease, 
eM^.  clethier-general,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department :  for 
which  he  IS  to  be  accountable. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  affairs  of  the  treasury  and  finance ; 
vhectapon  the  committee  on  finance  having  made  report,  the  same  was  read : 

BoKDcd,  That  60  copies  of  the  said  report  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
memfaen,  and  that  the  printer  be  under  an  oatli  not  to  divulge  any  part  of 
the  said  report,  nor  to  strike  off  more  than  60  copies,  and  to  deliver  to  the 
secretary  of  Congress  the  said  copies,  togetlier  with  the  proofs  and  unfinished 
sheets. 

itopffcrf,  Tikat  the  members  of  the  house  be  enjoined  not  to  communicate 
ti^re^rt  or  any  part  of  it,  without  leave  of  the  house. 

A  letter  of  this  day»  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  with  a  letter  of  the 
17th,  CromT.  Bradford,  deputy  commissary  ot  prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  Mr.  Bradford's  letter  as  relates  to  prisoners 
takes  nt  sea,  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee : 

Hbst  §o  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  Mr.  Frank's  refusal  to  supply 
BiidA  prisouera  with  wood  or  necessary  clothing,  be  referred  to  the  board  of 


A  report  firom  the  board  of  war  was  read,  respecting  the  mode  of  supplying 
oar  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  from  time  to  time,  with  money: 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  president  laid  before  Congi*es8  the  letters  which  he  had  received  some 
tine  tign,  and  of  which  he  informed  Congress  upon  the  receipt  thereof  and 
afterwards,  when  he  desired  to  know  the  sense  or  the  house  concerning  them, 
as  sone  of  them  were  not  directed  to  him  as  president,  but  as  delegate  from 
Seath-Cari4ina,  and  all  contained  matters  of  private  as  well  as  public  nature, 
and  of  which  Congress  declined  to  receive  extracts : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  read. 

The  saaae  were  read,  and  are  as  follows : 

A  letter,  of  November  24th,  1 777 ^  from  A.  Izard : 

Oaeof  February  I6tb,  1778,  from  the  kmi.  R.  I/^rd,  esa.  enclosing  a  copy 
of  his  letter  of  January,  %8th,  to  Dr.  Fc^nklin,  Dr.  Franklin's  answer  of  the 
SQth,  and  his  reply  of  the  SOth  of  the  same  month  : 

A  letter,  of  March  1st,  1778,  and  one  of  April  11th,  1778,  from  the  same : 

Ordmd,  lliat  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjonnied  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Septe^nher  21,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  the  state  of  New- York,  with 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  read. 

Another  letter  of  the  9th,  from,  the  same,  was  read,  intimating  a  desire  to 
be  inlbrmed  of  the  sentiments  of  Congress  respecting  his  conduct  as  com- 
mander  of  the  forts  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  river,  which  were  taken  by  the 
enemy,  and  desiring  to  be  furnished  with  certified  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
raortof  enquiry,  &c. 
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Ordered,  That  gov.  Clinton  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  papers  desired, 
and  that  the  president  inform  him  that  Coneress  are  well  satisfied  of  the  pro- 
priety of  his  conduct  as  commander  of  the  forts  on  Hudson's  river. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Gernr,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Harvie. 

A  letter,  ot  the  19th,  from  col.  Kowats,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general ,  was  read, 
requesting  the  favor  of  Congress  to  choose,  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can, 
some  suitable  person  in  his  stead  for  that  oflBice  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table,  till  the  affairs  of  the  clothier's  department 
are  taken  into  consideration. 

A  delegate  from  Maryland  reAd  in  his  place,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  governor  of  that  state,  respecting  the  measures  taken,  or  to  be  taken,  for 
clothing  the  continental  troops,  and  particularly  those  of  that  state,  aUo  a 
delegate  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  an  extract  from  the  minutes 
of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  desiring  to  be  informed  "  whether  Con- 
gress have  on  hand  a  sufficient  quantity  of  clothing  for  the  troops  for  the  en- 
suing winter :"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  lay  before  Congress  an  account  of  the 
cluthingon  hand,  and  the  measures  by  them  taken  for  supplying  the  continen- 
tal troops  the  ensuing  winter. 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  by  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Armitage  be  appointed  to  superintend  the 
making  of  paper  for  loan-omce  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  June  £dd,  from  major- 
general  Howe,  having  brought  in  a  report,  th^same  was  taken  into  consider- 
ation ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  a  warrant*issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  Joseph  Clay, 
esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  for  1,000,000  of  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  military  chest  in  the  said  state,  and  that 
it  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  him  by  the  board  of  war ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  een.  Howe's  letter,  as  relates  to  what  share  of 
the  prizes  taken  by  continental  troops  may  belong  to  the  commander  of  the 
said  troops,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Application  being  made  by  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina  for  an  advance 
of  50,000  dollars,  for  the  said  sUte : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  the  board  of  war  do  appoint  a  suitable  person 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Trenton,  or  wherever  the  le^on  under  the  com- 
mand of  count  Pulaski  may  be,  and  cause  the  said  legion  to  be  mustered, 
selecting  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  as  shall,  upon  due  en- 
quiry, be  found  to  have  been  prisoners  or  deserters  from  the  enemy  ;  that 
such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  be  not  permitted  to  proceed  to 
the  army,  but  return  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  delive^  up  their  horses,  arms 
and  accoutrements  to  the  (|oarter-inaster  general  and  tommissary  of  milita- 
ry-stores, the  men  to  be  disposed  of  as  Congress  may  hereafter  direct: 

On  motion,  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Reed, 

N^Hamp9hire,    Mr.  Btrtlett,  no  yno      J^ew-Je9ey,         Mr.  Withenpoon,  m  ^w 

•If4i#fa*«ilt-^y,  Mr.  S.  Adama,        fioS  PeimMylvwna,     Mr.  Robeideau,     m'S 

Geny,  -    fiovno  Ueed,  noVno 


Hhode-ItUmd,     Mr.  Marchant,  no  Vtio  Maryland,          Mr.  Chase,             ay 

Connecticut,        Mr.  A.  Adam%  no  yno                                      PUter,  exctued 

JSTew-TQrk,          Mr.  Lewia,  «•  i  ^«  |                                   Henry,            w, 

Duer, 
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S,'CaroUna^        Mr.  Lauren8»  no 

Drayton,  ti« 

OtvrgiOj  Mr.  Telfair,  no 


Langwardiy,  no 


i- 


rir^tiBat  Mr.  Harvlc,  ay  I 

R.  H.  Leo,  ay^  ay 

Grifiiii,  no* 

K-Cm^ba,        Mr.  Penn,  nof 

Uamett,  no^  no 

IrVilBains,  no) 

S»  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Aa  amendment  was  tnen  moved,  and  after  debate, 

(kiaredy  That  the  motion  and  amendment  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
tbee,  and  that  the j  be  directed  to  report  to-morrow ;  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  LiOvell,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

Onfererf,  That  Mr.  Telfair  and  Mr.  Williams  be  added  to  the  committee 
OB  the  memorial  from  the  marquis  of  Britannjr. 

Anappeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  New- 
lersej,  on  the  libel  '*  Timothj  Shalor,  versus  sloop  Speedwell/'  was  lodged 
w!&  the  aecretarj,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 
A^Mrned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  22,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Hie  19th,  from  gen.  Cadwallader,  was  read,  expressing  the  high- 
est aeose  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  bj  Congress,  in  appointing  him 
a  brigadier,  with  the  command  of  the  cavalry,  but  informing  tnem  that  he 
cannot  consent  to  enter  into  the  service  at  this  time,  as  the  war  appears  to 
)um  to  he  near  the  close  :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  T^t  Mondaj,  October  3d,  be  assigned  for  electing  a  commander 
of  the  horse. 

A  letter,  of  Pebruarj  26th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  accompanied  with  two 
accounts  of  Mods,  le  Grand. 

Whereas  information  hath  been  ^ven  to  Congress,  from  which  it  is  pro- 
bable that  William  Carmichael,  esq.  is  possessed  of  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
duct of  Silas  Deane,  esa.  late  commissioner  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  touch- 
ing (be  applications  of  tne  public  money  of  these  United  States,  and  other 
nutters  relating  to  his  public  character : 

Beaolued,  That  the  said  William  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  house  this  afternoon,  to  be  examined  in  the  premises. 

Whereas  certain  dissentionsi  detrimental  to  the  public  service,  are  said  te 
have  existed  among  the  American  commissioners  in  Europe : 

Bemdved^  That  tlie  said  William  Carmichael  be  also  examined,  touching 
the  said  dissentions,  and  the  conduct  of  tlie  said  commissioners,  as  far  aa 
the  same  may  have  come  to  his  knowledge. 

Orinedj  That  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  esq. 
be  postponed  nntil  the  examination  of  William  Carmichael,  esq.  is  taken*  and 
that  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thereof. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion,  Reeolvedj  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  examined  upon  oath ;  that 
Mr.  Secretary  take  down  in  writing,  the  questions  propounded  and  the  an- 
wers  given  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  Sts;\778. 

The  president  having  communicated  some  intelligence  he  received  last 
night,  relative  to  the  motions  of  tlie  enemy,  and  certain  resolutions  being 
thereupon  moved. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five ;  die  members  cho- 
eeiiy  Mr.  Drayton^  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 
Vol.  III.  9 
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A  letter,  of  Aufi;Qst  5th,  from  captain  Setif,  directed  to  his  excellency  the 
presfident  of  South -Carolina,  relative  to  the  colours  of  lieutenant-general 
Burgnvnc's  army,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  22d  of  No- 
vember last. 

A  letter,  of  August  18th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  2d,  from 
J.  Bradford,  report,  that,  upon  enquiry,  they  find  captain  SkiUner,  late 
commander  of  the  continental  brig  General  Gates,  to  have  been  a  brave  and 
worthy  officer ;  that  he  lost  his  life  in  A  severe  engagement  with  the  enemy, 
and  that  he  has  left  a  widow  and  11  children,  nine  of  wiu>m  are'  too  young 
to  be  capable  of  getting  their  livelihootl ;  and  therefore  it  is  their  opinion  that, 
in  consideration  of  the  above  circumstances,  the  eastern  navy  board,  be  di- 
rected to  supply  400  dollars  annually^  in  quarterly  payments,  for  the  sup- 
port of  captain  Skinner^s  widow  and  nine  youngest  children,  and  that 
this  provision  be  continued  for  three  years : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  colonel  Theo- 
dorick  Bland,  for  28,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  complete  the  purchase  of 
horseef,  arms  and  accoutrements  for  his  regiment^  and  for  recruiting  the 
same  ;  the  said  colonel  Bland  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  South- 
Carolina,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  that  state,  whichis  to  be  accountable: 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Holtcn  be  added  to  the  medical  committee. 

Resolved,  Tlutt  Mr.  A.  Adams  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  com- 
mittee, for  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Marchant  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee for  hearing  and  determining  appeals. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  September  24, 1778.       , 

A  letter  of  the  15th,  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  I7tli,  from  sov.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  was  read. 

Wben^s,  Congtes  did,  on  the  14th  of  May  last,  grant  to  £than  Allen  the 
rank  of  colonel  bf  brevet  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
reward  of  his  fortitude,  firmness  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  mani- 
fested during  the  course  of  his  long  and  cruel  captivity,  as  well  as  on  for- 
mer occasions;  and  whereas,  on  the  16th  da;|^  of  the  same  month,  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  these  states 
were  granted  to  the  said  E.  Allen^  diTring  the  time  of  his  late  captivity ;  and 
whereas,  it  is  represented  to  Congress,  that  colonel  E.  Allen's  circumstances 
have  been  greatly  reduced  by  his  late  long  and  cruel  confinement,  and  his 
brevet  commission  does  not  entitle  him  to  pay : 

Resolved,  That  75  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to  colonelE.  Allen,  from 
the  date  of  his  brevet,^  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  or  until  he  shall  be 
called  into  actual  service. 

The  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  having  notified 
to  Congress,  that,  pursuant  to  the  powers  with  which  he  is  invested,  he  has 
appointed  Mr.  Martin Oster«  vice^^conial  of  France  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia: 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  made  public. 

A  menaorial  from  J.  Mitchel,  deputy  quarter-master  general,  was  read : 

On  which  sundry  motions  being  made. 

Ordered,  That  tne  said  memoriai  and  motions  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  from  colonel  Blaine,  and  letter  from  H.  HilUngsworth. 
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Ordered^  That  Mr*  Banister  have  leave  of  absence. 

Thref.  o^clock,  p.  M. 

TW  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  motions  founded  on  the  intel- 
hgoce  communicated  by  the  president,  brought  in  a  report^  which  was 
tun  into  cooaideration,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Affjoarued  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  September  25,  177S. 
Mr.  Stone,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in  Coa- 


The  committee  of  commerce  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  18tb, 
from  Stephen  Steward,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that 
&eT  be  empowered  and  directed  to  act  thereon  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

Wetter,  of  the  24th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  intimating,  tnat  he  is 
iolbnneil  '■that  letters  from  Mr.  Izard,  reflecting  on  his  character  and  con- 
duct whibt  in  the  service  of  the  public  abroad,  have  been  read  in  Congress," 
and  reqac^Tting  «<to  be  furnished  with  copies  thereof,  and  that  he  may  be 
permitted  to  wait  on  Congress,  and  to  be  heard  in  his  vindication :" 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Deane  be  furnished  with  extracts  of  alPsuch  parts  of 
Mr.  Izard's  letters,  read  in  this  house  on  the  19th,  as  relate  to  his  public 
conduct. 

A  leUer,  of  this  day,  from  John  Connolly,  was  read  9» 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  15th, 
ftxfm  colooel  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Jonathan  Brewer,  captain-lieutenant  of  ar- 
iUlerj,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  pedtioii  from  Uezekiah  Stokes,  pay-master  of  the  8th  Virginia  r^- 
ment,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

A  letter  from  Seth  Harding,  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  under  debate  yesterday ; 
WbereupoD, 

iZeao<«ed,  That  the  executive  powers  of  Vir^niaand  North-Carolina  be  re- 
quested, without  loss  of  time,  to  give  all  possible  aid  to  the  states  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia ;  Vii^ginia  by  marching  into  South-Carolina  1000  men, 
comprehending  all  the  continental  troops  in  that  state ;  North-Carolina 
SQQO  men,  including  the  levies  and  all  the  continental  troops  in  that  state : 
each  body  to  be  properly  officered  by  the  government  embodying  it.  The 
militia  and  levies  to  continue  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United  States  for 
the  space  of  five  months  from  the  time  of  their  marching  from  each  state  re- 
spectively, if  it  shall  be  found  necessary :  the  whole  to  be  commanded  by  the 
continental  officer  entitled  to  command ;  and  that  their  excellencies  gov. 
Henry  and  gov.  Caswell  be  requested  to  take  the  most  vigorous  measures  to 
carry  this  resolution  into  full  and  immediate  effect. 

Retolved,  That,  in  case  sov,  Caswell  shall  find  it  consistent  with  the  du- 
ties of  his  station,  and  shall  be  inclined  to  march  to  the  aid  of  South-Caro- 
liaaand  Georgia,  at  the  head  of  the  North-Carolina  forces  $  he  shall,  while 
on  this  expedition,  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  major-general  in  the  army  of 
the  Unitea  States  of  America. 

ReMolvedj  That  the  militia  of  South-Carolina  and  Geoi^ia,  called  forth  on 
tfte  present  emergency,  be  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States. 
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Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  major- general  R.  Howe,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
repair  im  mediately  to  gen.  Washington's  head -quarters. 

Mesolved,  That  major-general  Lincoln  take  command  in  the  southern  de* 
partment ;  and  repair  immediately  to  Charleston,  South-Carolina. 

A  motion  being  made  to  order  count  Pulaski  immediately  to  march  with 
his  lesion  to  South-Carolina, 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  marine  committee 
under  debate  the  15th:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  new  frieate  building  at  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  and 
now  nearly  ready  to  be  launched,  be  named  the  Confederacy. 

Coneress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  captain  of  the  said  frigate,  the 
Confederacy,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  capt.  Seth  Harding-was  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  major  Wil* 
Ham  Dark,  for  600  dollars,  in  didcharee  of  a  bill  of  William  Palfrey,  esq. 
pay-master  general,  in  favor  of  the  said  W.  Dark,  for  that  sum,  dated  Sep- 
tember 15,  1778,  and  expressed  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  forces  oHhe  United 
States  of  America ;  for  which  the  said  pay-master  gen.  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Alexander  Baugh,  for 
SOOO  dollars,  it  being  so  much  received  of  him  by  Lewis  and  Charles  Cope, 
deputy  commissaries,  as  per  their  receipt  appears  for  James  Rae,  esq.  depu- 
ty commissary-geritral  ot  purchases  in  Georsia,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  baron  Steuben,  rela- 
tive to  Mons.  John  Tepiant,  having  reported  thereon.  Congress  took  the  re- 
port into  consideration :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.JohnTernantbe  appointed*a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  be  ordered  to  repair  to  South-Carolina 
forthwith,  to  perform  the  duties  of  inspector^to  the  troops  in  the  service  of 
these  states  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia :  that  he  report  his  proceeding 
as  inspector,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  board  of  war  ana  inspector-eencral. 
conforming  himself  to  such  resulations  as  are  or  shall  be  established  by  Con- 
fess for  the  inspector-general's  department ;  and,  until  he  shall  be  duly  no- 
tified of  the  plan  of  the  department  being  arranged  and  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress, that  he  govern  himself  as  near  as  may  be  by  the  rules  and  practice 
pursued  by  baron  Steuben,  during  his  having  executed  the  office  of  inspec- 
tor-general with  the  grand  army,  procuring  the  approbation  and  authority  of 
the  oflScer  commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the  said  states  of 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  discipline  of  the 
troops,  and  the  police  of  the  camps,  garrisons  or  quarters,  previous  to  their 
being  put  in  practice  by  him  as  inspector. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ternant  be  allowed  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel from  the  26th  of  March  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorized  to  employ  a  secretary 
for  their  board,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  tliey  can. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  Congress,  by  a  resolve  passed  on  the  26th  of  August,  1776,  made 
provision  for  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  as  also  for  the  private  Soldiers,  marines,  and  seamen,  who  should 
thereafter  lose  a  limb  in  any  engagement,  or  be  otherwise  so  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  to  render  them  incapable  after- 
wards of  getting  a  livelihood ;  and,  whereas,  divers  officers,  and  others,  have 
lost  limbs,  or  been  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  before  the  said  26th  of 
August,  to  whom  the  like  relief  ought  equitably  to  be  extended : 


JOURNALS  OP  CONGRESS,  1778.  69 

12^soire(i,That  all  provisioDs  and  regulatioas  contained  in  the  said  resolve 
«f  August  26th,  1 T76,  shall  extend  to  all  persons  who  lost  a  limb  or  were 
otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies  or  States 
of  Amelia,  before  the  said  26th  of  August,  and  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775. 

And  whereas  doobts  ma^  arise  in  some  cases,  whether  certain  persons 
mained  or  disabled  and  claiming  pensions,  were  at  the  time  in  the  service  of 
tbf  said  colonies  or  states :  for  removing  the  same, 

Besdttd^That  every  commissioned  and  non-comroisioned  officer  and  pri- 
vate man  who,  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  as  aforesaid,  has  been, 
tr  hereafter  shall  be,  drawn  forth  for  the  common  defence,  (and  not  for  the 
serrice  df  anj  particular  state,)  or  who  has  turned  out,  or   shall  hereafter 
tirn  out,  vounitarily  to  oppose  tlie  enemies  of  the  said  United  Colonies  or 
States,  upon  anj  sudden  attack  or  invasion,  or  upon  any  enterprize  carried 
«i  under  their  authority,  and  in  such  service  has  lost  or  shall  lose  a  limb,  or 
haa\K«ii  or  shall  be  otherwise  disabled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
peoaoD  allowed    in  the  said  resolve  of  August  26th,  1776 ;  provided,  that 
anj  sich  conmissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  man,  being 
foiod  capable  of  doing  guard  or  garrison  duty,  shall  be  subject  thereto,  and 
serve  in  the  corps  of  invalids  when  requiredf,  or  qn  refusing  so  to  do,  shall 
be  struck  off  the  list   of  pensioners ;  unless  the  person  so  refusing  have  a 
lamilj,  or  be  otherwise  peculiarly  circumstanced,  and  the  governor  or  pre- 
sideiil  ani  councii  of  the  state  he  belongs  to,  or  in  which  he  resides,  are  of 
opimoa  an  excepdon  should  be  made  in  his  favor,  and  an  exemption  granted 
him  from  such  service,  a  certificate  of  which  opinion  he  shall  produce,  pre- 
vioss  to  his  receiving  his  pension. 

Aad  wbereas  it  may  happen,  that  many  persons,  maimed  or  disabled  as 
aforesaid,  by  reason  of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  deaths 
of  their  officers  and  surgeons,  or  other  accidents,  may  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  procnre  the  certificates  required  by  the  aforementioned  resolve,  to 
entitle  them  to  their  pensions, 

Betdvfi,  That  in  such  cases  applications  be  made  to  the  governor  or  pre- 
sident aad  council  of  the  state  to  which  any  person  maimed  or  disabled  as 
aAresaid  belongs,  or  in  which  he  resides,  and  upon  shewing  to  him  or  them 
ndsfactory  proof,  that  he  was  maimed  or  disabled  in  the  manner  before  men- 
tiooed,  and  producing  his  or  their  certificate  thereof,  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
tad  receive  a  pension  in  like  manner  as  if  he  produced  the  certificate  re- 
quired by  the  said  resolve* 

Confess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  commerce^ 
respecung  Messrs.  Hewes,  Smith,  and  Allen,  and  after  debate, 

Ordcrtsif,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed,  and  that 
the  coamittee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  call  on  Mr.  Hewes  to  produce  an 
accoaat  of  die  continental  property  that  came  into  his  hands  as  commercial 
agent,  aad  how  the  same  has  been  disposed  of. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  SepUmber  26,  1778. 

Onleret»,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  this 
hoase  on  Monday  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  to  be  examined,  touching  the 
matter  set  forth  in  the  resolution  of  the  22d. 

Ordered,  That  Tuesday  afternoon  be  assigned  for  hearins  the  hon.  Silas 
Oeaa<>,  esq,  and  that  he  be  notified  to  attend  on  that  day  at  three  o'clock. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  col.  O.  Morgan,  was  read.*" 

Orderedy  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  John  and  Alexander  Wilcox,  was  reacl :  Where- 
apoD, 
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Resolved,  That  a  commtttee  of  four  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  su- 
preme executive  council  of  the  state  of  Penosylvania,  on  the  beat  neans  of 
repelling  the  enemj :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  XKier,  Mr. 
R.  H.  Lee^and  Mr.  Reed. 

A  letter,  of  September  18th,  from  Mr.  President  Weare,  of  the  stale  of 
New-Hampshire,  was  read ;  Whereupon,  Congress  took  into  coiisid«ratioQ  a 
report  of  tne  beard  of  treasurj  of  July  £5th  last,  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  del^ates 
of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  150,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  said 
state,  being  advanced  on  the  application  of  the  same : 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  Nicholas  Oilman,  esq.  commissioaer  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  for  50,000  dollars, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  state,  advanced  upon  the  same  application ;  for  which 
sums,  amounting  to  £00,000  dollars,  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon^ 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  in 
favor  of  Mr.  J.  Banister,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  for 
1500  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application ;  for  which  the  sand  state  is  to 
be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.  Harnett,  one  of 
the  delegates  of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  for  1000  dollars,  advanced  upon 
his  application ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  James  Mease,  esq. 
clothier  general,  for  50,000  dollars,  to  be  bj  him  advanced  to  William  Gard- 
ner, agent  in  New-Hampshire,  for  completing  his  purchases  of  clothing  and 
making  up  the  same;  the  said  clothier-general  to  be  accountable. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  by  several  commissioners  of  the  contioental 
loan-offices,  that  they  have  received  for  loan-office  certificates  and  lottery 
tickets  of  the  United  States,  considerable  sums  in  bills  of  credit  emitted  by 
states,  who,  by  acts  of  their  respective  legislatures,  have  stopped  the  circu- 
lation of  such  bills : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  states  to  direct  their  trea- 
surers to  receive  such  bills  of  credit  from  the  said  commissioners  res- 
pectively, and  deliver  in  exchange  continental  currency  to  the  amount  there- 
of; the  said  commissioners  declaring,  on  oath,  if  required,  that  such  bills 
were  received  by  them  in  virtue  of  their  office. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  for  foreign 
afXhirs,  his  pay  from  the  17th  of  February,  to  the  I7th  of  September,  1778, 
being  seven  months,  at  70  dollars  per  month,  490  dollars : 
Ordered,  That  the  said  account  be  paid. 

The  board  of  war  having,  according  to  order,  made  return  of  the  clothing 
t>n  hand,  as  far  as  has  come  to  their  knowledge : 

Ordered,  l^hat  the  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
gen.  Washington's  letter  of  August  4th,  be  referrea  to  a  committee  of  three : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  G.  Morris  and  Mr.  Gerry. 
Ordered,  That  the  secretary  purchase  an  adas  for  the  use  of  Congress. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  this  afternoon,  at  4  o'clock,  to  be 
further  examined. 

TxREE  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Resolved,  That  the  legion,  under  command  of  count  Pulaski,  be  order- 
ed to  proceed  immediateiv  t»  assist  in  the  defence  of  Little  figg-Harbour 
against  the  attack  now  roaKing  by  the  enemy  on  that  port : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  immediate  measures  for  comma* 
nicating  this  order  to  the  count. 
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Tkat  the  comptroller  shall  keep  the  treasury  books,  and  seal  and  file  all  the 
accounts  and  roachers  on  which  the  accounts  in  the  said  books  are  founded, 
and  shall  direct  tUe  manner  of  stating  and  keeping  tlie  public  accounts.  He 
shall  dnv  bills  under  the  said  seal,  on  the  treasurer,  for  such  sums  as  shall 
be  doe  bj  the  Uniced  States,  on  accounts  audited,  which,  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment, mil  lie  countersigned  by  the  auditor,  and  also  for  such  sums  as  may* 
linooi  tiBe  to  time,  be  ordered  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  in  the  form  marked 
E.  When  moneys  are  due  to  the  United  States,  on  accounts  audited,  he 
sltiil  notify  the  debtor,  and,  after  hearing  hiin,  if  he  shall  desire  to  be  heard, 
it  a  day,  for  pajment,  according  to  the  circumstance  of  the  case,  not  exceed- 
mg  90  daTS,  of  which  be  shall  give  notice  to  the  auditor,  in  writing,  in  ^e 
fivrm  maf4ed  F. 

Hiat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys 
•f  the  United  States,  and  to  issue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the  comptroller  as 
aivtssiid,  filing  duplicates  thereof  with  the  auditor,  day  by  day,  as  he  shall 
Miake  ^yiBent :  that,  on  receipt  of  moneys,  he  shall  give  a  receipt  therefor, 
and  transmit  the  same  to  the  comptroller ;  and  that  lie  shall  draw  out  and 
settle  bis  accounts  quarterly,  giving  the  same  in  to  the  auditor  fur  esamina- 
tiott,  by  one  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  ty  be  from  thence  transmitted, 
tJinNigli  the  anditor,  to  the  comptroller,  who  shall  compare  the  same  with 
the  treasury  books,  ascertain  the  balance,  and  return  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
Congress: 

T^iat  the  comptroller  shall  receive  from  the  treasurer  all  receipts  by  him 
signed^  and  after  making  due  entry  thereof,  by  charging  the  treasurer  and 
cmitiog  (he  nroper  accounts,  he  shall  endorse  the  same  in  the  manner  mark- 
ed G,aiid  deliver  them  to  the  party  who  made  payment :  that  he  shall,  every 
quarter  of  a  year,  cause  a  list  of  the  balances  on  the  treasury  books  to  be 
made  oat  by  iiis  clerks,  and  lay  it  before  Congress.  That,  where  any  per- 
son bath  received  public  moneys,  which  remain  unaccounted  for,  or  shall  be 
otherwise  indebtea  to  the  United  States,  or  have  an  unsettled  account  with 
them,  he  shall  issue  a  summons  in  the  form  marked  H,  in  which  a  reasona- 
ble time  shall  be  ^ven  for  the  appearance  of  the  party,  according  to  the  dis- 
tance of  his  place  of  residence  from  the  treasury,  of  wnich  he  shall  notify  tlie 
aaditor : 

That,  in  case  the  party  summoned  to  account  shall  not  appear,  nor  make 
good  essoin,  the  auditor,  on  proof  made  of  service  in  due  time  or  other  suffi- 
cient notice,  shall  make  out  a  requisition  in  the  torin  marked  I,  which  he 
sittll  send  to  the  comptroller's  oliice  where  the  same  shall  be  sealed,  and 
then  it  shall  be  sent  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  in  which  the  party 
shall  rende: 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  enact  laws  for  the  taking 
of  :iuch  persons,  and  also  to  seize  the  property  of  persons  who,  being  indebt- 
ed to  the  United  States,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same ;  notice 
whereof  shall  be  given  by  the  auditor  to  the  executive  authority  tff  the  respec- 
tive states,  in  the  form  marked  K,  under  the  treasury  seal : 

That  the  several  officers  of  the  treasury  do,  before  they  take  upon  them  the 
execution  of  their  offices  respectively,  before  the  president  of  Congress  for 
the  time  being,  make  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  vizi 

**  I,  A.  B.  ,  in  tlie  treasury  of  the  United  States,  solemnly  and 

sincerely  swear,  promise  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of  Alroightjr  God,  that 
I  will,  diligently  and  faithfully,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  un- 
derstanding, in  all  things  do  my  duty  as  a  ,  as  aforesaid,  witliout 
fear»  Civor,  affection,  or  partiality." 

Forms  referred  to, 
A.  Accoant  between  the  United  States  and  with  the  vouchers 
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referred  to  »  commissioDers  of  accounts,  the  daj  of 

in  the  year 

.     .  A.B.  Auditor. 

B.  The  within  account  hath  been  stated,  the  castings  examined,  and  the  ^ 
▼ouchers  arranged,  by  '  ^. 

^  F.'  \  Ci«rk8of  accounts.     . 

C.  The  within  account,  stated  bj  and  ,  clerks  of  accounts, '[ 
between  the  United  States  and  hath  been  examined  and  settled,  and  ' 
a  balance  of              found  to  be  due  to               bj 

G.  H.  i 

L  Vi.  r  Commissioners  of  accounts. 
L.  M.  5 

D.  Audited  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  stated  : 
by               and               ,  clerks  of  accounts,  and  examined  by  and 

,  commissioners  of  accounts,  for  a  balance  of  due  to 

Done  the        day  of  ,  in  the  year  •  '• 

A.  B.  Auditor. 

E.  To  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  greeting: 

(L.  S.)  You  are  required  to  pay  the  sum  of-         to  or  his  order,  ^' 

according  to  (say  either  account  audited,  &c.  &c.  or  a  resolution  of  Congress,  ' 
&c.)  whereof  eiitry  is  made  the        day  of  in  the  year  . 

N.  O.  Comptroller. 

F.  Day  is  given  to  until  the        day  of  next,  for  the  sum  of  ^ 

by  his  assent.    Given  the         day  of  in  the  year 

N.  O.  Comptroller. 

G.  Entered  in  the  treasury  books  the        day  of  in  the  year 

N.  O.  Comptroller. 

H,  To  greeting:  You  are  required,  on  or  before  the  day  of 

next,  to  appear  before  the  auditor,  in  the  treasury  office  of  the  United 
States,  at  then  and  there  to  adjust  and  settle  your  accounts^  whereof  > 

take  notice.    Given        the        day  of  in  the  year 

V.  O.  Comptroller. 

7.  To  greetinjii;:  The  United  States  having  summoned  toac-   ^ 

count,  the  which  he  hath  neglected  to  do,  it  is  their  request  that  you  do  cause  ^ 
to  be  taken  and  ^ent  to  the  said  before  them,  on  the        day  of        next, 

before  the  auditor  in  their  treasury,  at  then  and  there  to  account ;  that 

justice  may  in  this  behalf  be  done.    Given  t^|e        day  of 

Witness,  ^  A.  B.  Auditor.       ; 

K.  The  United  States  to  greeting : 

(L.  S.)  Whereas  hath  been,  before  us  in  our  treasury,  found  to  be  in- 
tiebted  in  the  sum  of  ,  which  sum  was  by  his  assent  to  be  paid  before  the 
day  of  in  the  year  ,  but  is  not  yet  paid,  or  in  any  manner  satis- 
fied, 'rhese  therefore  are  thereof  to  notify  you^  to  the  end  that  you,  accord- 
ine  to  the  powers  and  authorities  unto  you  given,  may  of  the  estate  of  the  i 
said  cause  to  be  made  the  sum  atoresaid,  with  the  costs  and  charges 
which  may  accrue :  and  of  your  proceedings  in  the  premises  you  are  desired 
to  certify  us  in  our  said  treasury,  with  all  convenient  speed.  Given  the 
day  of        p  &c. 

Witness,  A.  B.  Auditor. 

That  in  the  blanks  of  the  forms  above  written,  no  figures  be  used  either 
for  dates  or  sums ;  but  that  the  same  be  distinctly  and  plainly  set  in  words 
at  length,  and  without  erazures  or  interlineations. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  seal  for 
the  treasury  and  for  the  navy :  the  members  cnoseny  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr* 
G.  Morris^  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
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"Hic  coamittee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  the  board  of  war» 
re\«tWe  (o  the  can  noil  imported  into  North-Carolina,  having  brought  in  a 
report: 

Ordtni^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Tie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Raslved,  That  10,060,100  dollars  be  emitted  in  bills  of  credit  oB  the  faitii 
of  tk  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury :      , 

ITiit  new  cuts  be  used  in  striking  the  said  bills,  one  of  the  demomination 
iiCO,  the  other  of  50  dollars,  in  the  place  of  four  and  six  dollar  cuts  of  the 
femer  enusaions  : 
That  Ae  denominatbns  of  the  bills  be  as  follows  : 


45,455  of  the  denomination  of 

8  doUtts       d63,640 


45/45$      do.  7  318,185 

45,455      do.  5  237^5 

10,000,100' 


45,455  of  the  denomination  of 

60  doDam  2,727,300 
45,455      do.  50  3,272,750 

45,455      doL  40  1*818,200 

45355     do.  30  M63»650 

45,455     do.  20  909,100 

Hut  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  follows : 

^  No.        dollars. 

This  Ul  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  value 
tiiereof  in  gold  or -silver,  according  to  a  resolution  passed  by  Congress  at 
Philadelphui,  September  26,  1778 ;" 

That  each  denomination  or  class  of  bills  be  numbered  from  number  one 
proigreaaivd  J : 

That  ^e  thirteen  United  States  be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills 
of  credit  bow  ordered  to  be  emitted* 

Memdmd,  That  Charles  Alexander,  Richard  Eyres  and  Silmuel  Lyon,  be 
appouted  signers  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  already  ap- 
apointed. 

Adjonmed  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday, 

MONDAY,  September  28,  1778. 
Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  a  delepte  from  Yirg^nia,  attended^  and  took  his 


A  letter,  of  the  Slst,  from  captain  William  BorkO}  on  board  the  prison 
ship  Prince  of  Wales,  wasread  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  be 
Erected  to  eoqaire  into  the  conduct  of  capt.  William  Burkei  and  pasticu- 
Urly  into  lus  former  conduct  while  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  ma|or-geoeral  Sullivan,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  clothings  be  referred  to  the 
board  sf  var,  and  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  moneys  to  the  board  of  trca- 
sory. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th»  from  eovernor  LiTinftston,  was  read : 

Ordend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  m  wan 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  James  Searle,  one  of  the  navy  board  in  the  mid- 
dle dtstiict,  was  read,  desirin|[  leave  to  resign  his  offiee : 

Beaehed,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  fetter,  of  the  23«|,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
from  colonel  Blaine,  and  letter  from  colonel  H.  Hollingsworth. 


Thepresideot  laid  before  Coosressa  letter  dated  ^lew-York,  September 
IM,  1776,  signed  ^'H.  Clinton/^  and  directed  to  "  his  excellency  Henry 
*       (oSfes^.  the  president  and  others,  the  members  of  the  American  Con- 
st Philadel|ima,"  enclosing  a  paper  purporting  to  be  *'  an  extract  of  a 
Vol,  III.  10     • 
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letter  from  the  right  hon.  lord  George  Germaine,  one  of  his  majesty's  princi- 
pal secretaries  of  state,  to  his  excellency  gen.  sir  Henry  Clintonp  iL  B.'^ 
occ.  &c.  dated  at  Whitehall,  June  12th,  1778,  which  were  read ;  Whereupon » 
Ordered,  That  the  secretary  return  the  following  answer : 
'^  Sir,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  make  no  answer  to  insolent  letters. 

I  am,  &c." 

Three  oVlock,  P.  M. 

Eesolved,  That  three  commissioners  be  appointed  to  collect  and  report 
theproofs  of  breach  made  by  the  enemy  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga : 

That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the  said  commissioners*. 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending,  was  called  in  and  sworn,  and  sundry  questions 
being  asked  and  answers  returned,  he  had  leave  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  at  the  bar  of  this  house  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  be  farther  examined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  September  29,  1778. 

A  letter  from  John  Stoddard,  lieutenant  of  the  Mermaid,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  August  26th,  from  major-eeneral  R.  Howe,  and  one  of  Au- 
gust Slst,  from  his  excellency  president  Lowndes,  of  South-Carolina,  were 
read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Telfair. 

Another  letter,  of  the  5th  instant,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

The  committee  of  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  August 
26th,  from  Mr.  William  Bingham,  at  Martinique,  which  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  the  committee,  and  that  they  be  directed 
toreport  thereon. 

A  memorial  from  Alexander  M'Nut,  was  read  s 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Marchant,and  Mr.  Bartlett. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Temant,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  relative  to  count  Pulas- 
Ifi,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  treasurer,  be  directed  to  deliver  the 
cbeck  books  of  the  loan-office  certificates,  which  be  ha!»  issued  to  lenders, 
to  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  directed  to  pay  the  interest  arising  on  such 
certificates. 

Resolved,  That  two  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-- 
offices  of  4he  United  States,  on  the  amount  of  interest  which  has  been  or 
shall  be  paid  by  them  respectively,  in  lieu  of  all  claims  and  demands  which 
they  may  have  for  transacting  the  said  business. 

jResolved,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned^for  electing  a  manager  of  the 
United  States'  lottery,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Searle,  who  has  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
tile  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  ma- 
nagers of  the  United  States'  lottery,  for  13  lottery-office  certificates  of  1000 
dollars  each,  and  146  lottery-office  certificates  of  500  dollars  each«  amount- 
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iag  Id  tlie  whole,  to  86»000  dollars,  to  enable  the  said  managers  to  pay  off 
the  \ii|^  prizes  drawn  in  the  first  dass  of  the  said  lottery ;  they  to  be  ac- 
ciwiitafale. 

CoDgPMs  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  accounts  at  die 

tnamyoftce*  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Resolve  Smith  was  elected. 

Coagress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  of  the 

8tk  if  April  last*  relatiTe  to  the  contract  made  with  Messrs.  Daniel  and 

Smel  Hughes :   Whereupon, 

MaotvBd,  That  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes  be  allowed  186  2-3 
Mlars  per  ton  for  all  cannon  already  cast  by  them  in  virtue  of  their  contract, 
whether  delivered  or  not,  and  which  have  stood  or  shall  stand  proof,  in  full 
of  all  claims  and  accounts;  the  guns  not  delivered  to  be  taken  when  proved 
atthefamace,  from  whence  they  are  transported  at  continental  expense. 

Congress  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letteis  of  the  21  st  and  29th  of  last  month,  from  tne  board  of  war,  and  a  letter 
qI  Hv.Holker,  relatitre  to  cannon  imported  into  the  state  of  North-Carolina : 
TVhempoQ, 

Memhed,  That  the  cannon  mentioned  in  the  said  letters  be  sold  to  the 
states  sf  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  the  former  to  have  24  and  the  latter 
25,  diridiog  mem  equally  as  to  weight  of  mettle  : 

That  ikt  said  states  tie  allowed  to  purchase  the  said  cannon  on  the  terms 
ihe  United  States  have  imported  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Deane  be  postponed  till  the  examina- 
tion «C  Mr.  Caimichael  is  finished,  and  that  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thereof. 

TnaBB  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day^  from  col,  Wadsworth,  and  one  from  Mr.  Owen  Bid^ 
<He,  vitfa  sandry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordtni^  lliat  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  col. 
BluBe,and  the  letter  from  col.  H.  Hollingsworth. 

CoDgrcsa  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance^ 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Ordind,  That  the  farther  consideratioo  thereof  be  postponed  till  Thurs- 
day  hat 

Adjoomed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Septem^  SO,  \77B. 

A  letter,  of  the  2Sth,  from  sov.  Livingston,  was  read : 

Ordendt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordgnd,  That  count  Pulaski,  with  his  lejB;ion  and  all  continental  soldietv 
fit  fsr  service  in  and  near  Philadelphia,  be  directed  to  repair  immediately  to 
Princetan,  Aere  to  wait  the  orders  of  gen.  Washington,  or  the  commanding 
officer  in  New*Jersey. 

A  letter,  of  the  2dfl,  from  major-seneral  Sullivan,  was'read,  together  with 
a  letter  enclosed  from  lieut.  Samuel  Arnold,  tontaining  a  resignation  of  his 
coramissioQ ;  also  one  from  Blias  Blanchard,  containing  a  resignation  of  his 


[,  That  the  resignation  of  the  said  lieut  Samuel  Arnold  and  of  en- 
ngn  Bliaa  Blanchard  be  accepted. 

Raohed,  That  major-eeneral  Sullivan  be  authorized  to  accept  the  resig- 
natieo  of  such  officers  in  the  army  under  his  command  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  major-eeneral  Sullivan,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
ncoounendation  of  capt.  Ebenezer  Sullivan,  by  major-sen.  Green,  and  others : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the^be 
dwected  to  enquire  whether  ci^ t.  E.  Sullivan  has  been  duly  released  nom 
all  oUigattons  as  an  hostage  for  the  troops  captivated  at  the  Cedars. 
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A  letter,  of  tbe  2l8t,  from  major-geDciml  Heath»  was  read,  eiiclu«iiig  aun-  i 

dry  letters  that  pas9eci  between  him  ^ml  major-seneral  Philips,  respecting  ' 

the  settlement  of  the  accounts  for  the  supplies  oAhe  troops  of  the  conveu-  i 

tpon  of  Saratoga :  i 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  i  the  raeinbera  a 
chosen,  Mr.  Gerrv,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

JMr.  Carmichaei,  attending  according  to  order,  was  called  in,  and  tiie  house  i 
proceeded  in  his  examination. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmicbael  attead  on  Friday.  aftemooD,  to  be  further  i 
examined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow.  i 

TH  URSD A Y.  October  1 , 1 778.  I 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  delegate  from  Connecticuty  attended  and  tfN)k  his  seat  in  , 
Congress.  i 

A  letter,  of  September  SOth.  from  the  board  of  war.  was  read,  with  avndrjr  ^ 
papers  enclosed  : 

Ordered^  That  the  sume  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Sherman.  Mr.  Henry.  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.     ^ 
Reed. 

A  letter,  of  September  19tb,  from  captain  Henry  Johnston,  at  Boston,  was 
read :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee.  ^ 

A  petition  of  captain  Francis  Tartanson.  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  James  O'Bllers.  one  of  die  owners  of  the  Duck-Creek 
packet,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  took  into  consiaeration  the  report  of  tbe  committee  on  the  peti-  ] 
Hon  from  the  said  Jaiiies  O'Ellers  and  Henry  Horn,  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  loss  of  the  schooner  Duck-Creek  packet  ought  not  to 
be  sustained  by  the  United  States,  and  that  gen.  Mifflin  be  served  with  a 
copy  of  this  resolution. 

The  committee  of  commerce  having,  according  to  order,  obtained  from 
Messrs.  Hewes  &  Smith,  a  return  of  9ie  continental  stores  that  have  been 
received  and  delivered  by  them  as  agents  for  the  United  States  in  North- 
Carolina,  laid  the  same  before  Congi^ss ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
commerce,  respecting  Messrs.  Hewes,  Smith.  &  Allen ;  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  Tnat  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  tbe  treasurer  in  favor  of  Messrs. 
Hewes.  Smith  &  Allen,  continental  agents  in  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  for 
t|i^  sum  of  97.449  73-90  dollars,  being  in  full  of  the  balance  due  to  tl»em  as 
reported  on  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  by  the  committee  of  commerce : 

Orderedy  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  respects  the  brigantine  Com- 
merce, be  re-eommitted.  and  that  tbe  committee  report  sneoialiy  thereon. 

The  committee  on  tbe  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  9ie  treasurer  in  favor  of  captain  Wil- 
liam Henderson,  for  6230  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  in  his  favor,  drawn 
by  Williaip*  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  dated  September  15.1778; 
for  which  sum  the  said  pay-master  general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Three  o'oloce.  P.  M. 
A  letter,  of  this  day.  from  the  board  of  war,  and  a  letter  of  September 
99th,  from  count  Pulaski,  were  read. 
Adjourned  to  nine  oNclock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  2. 1773. 
fieeolved,  That  1000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-colonel  Tcrnant, 
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kr  wlikkke  is  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  the  bene&ta  of 
(he  reaoAiteD  of  CoiMrreM  of  September  4thy  in  regard  to  his  travelling  ex- 
pcBfiet  to  South-Carolina. 

Rtttbti,  That  Fridaj  next  be  asaigoed  for  receiving  and  conBidering  the 
Tt^mt^  die  committee  of  arraofiseinenC. 

Orimdt  Tbat  Monday  next  be  ^lasisQed  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
ttotrdTlheclotliiii^  and  that  the  board  of  war  on  that  day,  laj  before  Con- 
oenaa  ttecmamt  of  the  clothing  provided^  and  the  measures  by  them  taken 


kr&nardmm  tte  aane  to  the  army. 

A  lettrr,  of  the  1st*  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordcredi  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members  cho* 
Ko,  Mr.  Doer,  Mr.  Matthews*  and  Mr.  Stone. 

RoKiiveit  That  Mr.  Henry  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  commit- 
tee forthe  state  of  Maryland. 

The  csntittttee  on  the  memorial  from  cul.  Blaine*  and  letter  from  colonel 
Bidl\dOfgnrQffth,  broaght  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Chief  justice  M'KeaOj  was  read ;  Where^ 
apoop  Go^^eia  csune  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Wfiereas  osiaplaint  has  been  made  to  Congress  that  brigadier  coant  Pulas- 
ki has  Tensted  the  civil  authority  of  this  state : 

^  That  the  board  of  war  do  require  his  personal  attendance  at  the 
at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  he  continue  in  Phi- 
laddfhia  aatii  enquiry  can  be  made  therein,  and  until  the  further  onler  of 
Congpess  ;  H  being  the  fixed  determination  of  Congress  to  discourage  and 
mpms  every  opposition  to  civil  authority  by  any  officer  in  their  service. 

CoDgpess  resomed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memtnal  of  col.  Blaine,  and  letter  from  col.  HoUingsworth ;  and  thereup- 
on casM  to  the  following  resolutions : 

VFhereas  the  scantiness  of  crops  of  wheat  and  other  grain  in  the  states  of 
New-Tock,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  yirg;inia» 
and  the  wicked  arts  of  speculators,  forestallers,  and  engrossers,  who  infest 
eTtrj  qaarter  of  the  country,  and  are  industriously  purchasing  up  grain  and 
flosrat  the  most  exorbitant  prices,  render  it  impracticable  to  obtain  timely 
and  snficieat  aopplies  for  the  operations  of  the  army  and  navy,  unless  the 
mostTigpious  measures  are,  without  delay,  adopted,  to  restrain  practices  so 
destractxTe  to  the  public  weal : 

fffisfuerf.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative,  or,  where 
vcsbtd  with  sufficient  power,  to  the  executive  authorities  of  the  states  above 
Bieationed,  to  authoriae  and  direct  any  civil  magistrate  within  their  respec- 
tive jaradictions,  on  an  information  given  by  the  commissary  or  quarter- 
master general,  or  by  the  deputy  commissary  or  quarter-master  general  of 
thcfeqwctive  districts,  of  any  extraordinary  ciuantity  of  grain  or  flour  being 
parrhased  and  in  the  possession  of  individuals,  forthwith  to  issue  his  war- 
rant empowering  the  informant  to  seize  the  same  for  the  public  use,  paying 
far  the  same  such  prices  as  to  tlie  respective  legislatures  appear  proper,  to 
ptevenc  the  practice  of  engrossing  those  articles  in  future,  nut  exceeding  six 
dallarB  per  hundred  for  flour,  and  m  proportion  for  grain,  which  may  be  fuund 
in  ^  hands  of  engrossers. 

And,  whereas,  the  facilitating  the  supply  of  the  armv,  Which  was  one  of 
the  principal  objects  in  laying  the  embargo^  has  been  defeated  by  individuals 
pnrrhssing  up  grain  and  flour  with  a  view  uf  exporting  the  same  at  the  ex- 
piratkiB  Off  the  term  for  which  the  embargo  is  laid  in  the  respective  states : 

ReUlvedf  That  the  embargo  on  provisions,  which,  by  the  resolution  of  the 
%th  day  of  June  last,  was  laid  until  the  15th  day  of  November  next,  be  con- 
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tinoed  in  force,  subject  to  such  exceptions  as  are  recommended  by  the 
resolution  of  September  2d,  till  the  last  day  of  January,  1779,  or  until  such 
time  as  Congress  shall  give  notice  to  the  respective  states  that  sufficient 
supplies  have  been  obtained  for  the  operations  ofthe  army  and  for  the  French 
squadron ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  states  to  take  the 
most  effectual  measures  for  carrying  this  resolution  into  effect. 

On  considering  this  part  of  the  report,  the  committee  having  offered,  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  executive  autho- 
rities of  the  respective  states  to  contintie  in  force  the  present  embaigo,  &c. 

An  amendment  was  moved,  that  Congress  should  aontinue  the  embargo, 
and  recommend  it  to  the  states  to  take  measures  for  enforcing  it : 

Upon  which  the  question  being  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required  by 
Mr.  Reed, 


New-Hampshire^  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Ma»$a'9tU'Batf,  Mr.  S.  Adiuns, 

LoveU, 


XhBde-Ithmd, 

Connecticut, 

J^ew-York, 


«y  W 

noj 
ay  ^y 


no 


,no 


no 


Virgnia, 


N.-CaroUna, 


S,' Carolina, 


Qeorgiot 


Bfr.  Harvie, 
R.  H.Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett^ 
WUliama, 

Mr.  Laurem, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telfiur, 


ay 


Uolten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Bfr.  Sherman, 
Mr  Lewis, 

Duer, 
PetuufhaMa,     Mr.  Reed, 

James  Smith,  ay 

Clingaji,  no 

Maryland,  Mr.  Stone,  no' 

Forbes*  ay 

Henry,  no\ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  report  being  amended,  passed 
as  above. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral states  to  pass  laws  for  the  seizure  and  forfeiture  of  all  grain  and  flour 
purchased  up  or  engrossed,  with  such  exceptions  and  under  such  limitations 
and  restrictions  as  they  maj  think  most  expedient. 

And,  whereas,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  end  proposed  by  Congress 
in  recommending  an  exemption  from  embargo,  by  their  resolution  of  Septem- 
ber 2d,  may  not  only  be  defeated  by  private  purchasers  enhancing  priceSi  or 
by  captains  makins  false  protests  ana  bearing  away  to  foreign  ports;  but  in 
cases  where  vessels  may  actually  arrive  in  some  ports  of  the  eastern  states, 
the  cargoes  may  be  engrossed  by  individuals  at  an  extravaeant  rate,  with  a 
view  of  preying  upon  the  public ;  to  guard  against  which  evus. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive authorities  of  the  respective  states,  not  to  grant  any  exemption  from 
embai^  to  any  vessels  whatever,  unless,  in  addition  to  the  former  security 
recommended,  the  persons  applying  for  the  same,  comply  with  the  following 
atipulations,  to  wit: 

That  the  shipper  or  shippers  of  the  cam  solemnly  make  oath,  that  do  part 
ofthe  flour  or  grain  proposed  to  be  shipped  has  been  purchase  or  contracted 
for  since  the  10th  of  October,  1778 : 

That  the  shipper  and  every  man  on  board  of  the  said  vessels,  whether  sea- 
men or  passengers,  solemnly  swear  that  they  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly* 
be  privy  to  or  concerned  in  any  measure  whatsoever,  whicn  may  tend  to 
defeat  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  some  safe  port  in  one  ofthe  eastern  states ; 
but  that  they  will,  without  any  deception,  mental  reservation  or  equivocation 
whatever,  take  every  measure  to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  license 
granted: 

That  the  shipper  shall  first  agree  with  the  commis8ary-||eneral ,  or  P^**?**^ 
him  duly  authonzed,  for  such  purpose,  on  the  price  for  which  the  flour  shipped 
shall  be  delivered  at  one  of  tne  ports  in  the  eastern  states  for  the  public  use. 
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RaohseAy  Tliat  the  exemption  from  the  embargo,  as  recommended  by  the 
i«salfi€imiaf  Congreae  of  September  2d,  be  extended  to  yeasels  belonging  to 
the  TQiddle  and  southern  as  well  as  those  of  the  eastern  states,  under  the 
restiicliaBS  and  stipulations  above  mentioned. 

Ratbti,  That  the  commissary -^^eral  be  authorized  to  despatch  provision 
Teaseb  Is  the  eastward,  with  or  without  convoy,  as  in  his  judgment  shall  be 
most  cwducive  to  the  certain  and  speedy  supply  of  those  articles  for  the 
amy  af  the  United  Stateti  and  the  fleet  of  count  d'Estaing,  notwithstanding 
say  resalntion  of  Congress  heretofore  made  on  this  subject. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Adjouned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  3,  177S. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d«  from  brigadier  coutit  Pulaski,  and  one  of  the  2d,  from 
the  hoard  of  war,  were  read  :  Whereupon, 

Oviertd,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  claim 
made  agskost  brigadier  count  Pulaski  on  which  he  has  been  lately  arrested, 
and  if  sach  elaim  has  arisen  for  articles  furnished  to  his  legion,  that  the 
board  pay  what  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable,  and  if  not  accepted, 
that  die  board  procure  bail  to  the  suit,  and  that  the  board  be  directed 
Is  infiirm  brinJier  Pulaski  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  military  officer  in 
the  service  of  these  states,  to  yield  obedience  to  any  process  issuing  from 
any  coaTt,  pdge  or  magistrate  within  any  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  count  Pulaski's  letter  as  relates  to  his  legion, 
Ve  refened  to  ^e  board  of  war. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  June 
Igtf  fnm  the  hon.  A  Lee,  at  Paris,  which  was  read. 

OrJeni,  That  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  esq.  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
Ihe  said  letter,  so  far  as  relates  to  him. 

Adjoamed  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Oc^ber  5,  1778. 

A  kcter.ef  September  25th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  and  one  of  the 
93df  of  the  sane  roooth,  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and 
•ae  of  the  18di  of  the  same  month,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  late  psly- 
Biaater  in  the  northern  department,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  September  29th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

Ordered,  lliat  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  army,  be  referred  to  tlie 
bsvdef  war. 

A  Wtlcr,  of  September  29th,  from  major  John  Clark,  one  of  the  auditors 
in  the  army ;  a  memorial  of  captains  Gilbiprt  and  Holmes ;  and  a  letter 
from  JobaBeatty,  comroissarv-general  of  prispiers  ;  were  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  50,000  dollars  in  specie  be  advanced  to  col.  J.  Beattr* 
comflDMSsry- general  of  prisoners,  for  tne  use  of  the  prisoners  in  the  hands 
of  Che  enemy,  and  to  discharge  the  debts  of  those  exchanged  ;  and  that  the 
coauaiaaary-geoeral  make  monthly  returns  of  his  expenditures  to  the  board 
of  treasurv. 

Oa  application  of  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina,  in  pursuance  of  a 
retnlve  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  passed  April  30th,  1778 : 

Ordered,  That  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  saia  delegates,  for  the 
use  of  die  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Beeolved,  That  commissions  be  made  out  for  the  officers  in  count  Pulaski's, 
legion,  and  despatched  to  them  by  express  by  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  with  a  lettec  e^- 
clssed,  relative  to  the  enemy's  appearance  oif  Egg-Harboui;: 


70  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  nn. 


ConcresB  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ap 
poioteJ*  in  conjunctioD  with  a  committee  of  the  execative  council  of  Penn 
8jlvania,  to  determine  the  property  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  &c 
after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  facts  reported  by  the  said  committee  be  refer* 
red  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  G.  Morrisj 
and  Mr.  Smith. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Mr.  John  Wharton,  was  read,  requestiog  leave 
to  resign  his  office  as  member  of  the  navj  board  of  the  middle  district : 
Resolved,  That  iiis  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday,  respecting  pensions,  be 
published. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
arrangement  of  tlie  treasury,  and  tliereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 
Resolved,  That  a  house  be  provided,  at  the  city  or  place  where  Congress 
shall  sit,  wherein  shall  be  held  the  several  offices  of  tlie  treasury : 

That  there  be  the  following  offices,  to  wit,  tlie  comptroller's,  auditor's* 
treasurer's,  and  two  chambers  of  accounts : 

That  each  chamber  of  accounts  consist  of  three  commissioners  and  two 
clerks,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress : 

That  in  the  treasurer's  office  there  be  a  treasurer  annually  appointed  by- 
Congress,  and  one  clerk  appointed  by  the  treasurer : 

That  in  the  auditor's  office  there  be  an  auditor  annually  appointed  bj 
Coneress,  and  two  clerks  appointed  by  the  auditor : 

That  in  the  comptroller's  office  there  be  a  comptroller  annually  appointed 
by  Congress,  and  two  clerks  apppinted  by  the  comptroller: 

That  the  auditor,  treasurer,  and  comptroller  shall  not  be  appointed  unless 
by  the  votes  of  nine  states,  and  they  be  accountable  for  the  conduct  of  their 
clerks  respectively : 

That  the  auditor  shall  receive  all  accounts  brought  against  the  United 
States  for  money  lent,  expended,  or  advanced ;  goods  sold  or  purchased  ; 
services  performed  or  work  done,  with  the  vouchers,  and  shall  refer  them  to 
one  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  endorsing  them  in  the  manner  marked  A : 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  chamber  to  whom  an  account  shall  be  re- 
ferred shall  deliver  the  same  to  their  clerks,  to  be  properly  stated  : 

That  the  clerks  shall  state  the  accounts  referrea  to  them  by  the  commis- 
sioners, number  and  arrange  the  vouchers,  examine  the  castings,  and  make 
necessary  copies : 

That  the  clerks,  to  whom  an  account  shall  be  delivered,  after  they  have 
completed  the  same,  shall  endorse  it  in  the  manner  marked  B: 

That  the  commissioners  to  whom  an  account  is  referred  as  aforesaid,  shall 
carefully  examine  the  authenticity  of  the  vouchers,  rejecting  such  as^hall  not 
appear  good,  compare  them  with  the  articles  to  which  they  relate,  and  deter- 
mine whether  they  support  the  charges  ;  that  they  shall  reduce  such  articles 
as  are  overcharged,  ana  reject  such  as  are  improper,  and  shall  endorse  the 
accounts  in  the  manner  marked  C,  and  transmit  them,  with  the  vouchers,  to 
the  auditor,  and  cause  an  entry  to  be  made  of  the  balances  passed : 

That  the  auditor  shall  receive  the  vouchers  and  accounts  from  the  com- 
missioners to  whom  he  referred  them,  and  cause  them  to  be  examined  bv  his 
clerk.  He  shall  compare  the  several  articles  with  the  vouchers,  and  it  the 
parties  concerned  shall  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  be 
shall  call  before  him  the  commissioners  and  the  party,  and  hear  them,  and 
then  make  determination,  from  whence  no  appeal  shall  lie,  unless  to  Con- 
gress. That  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  account  as  aforesaid,  he  shall 
endorse  it  in  the  manner  mariced  D,  of  which  endorsement  he  shall  send  a 
duplicate,  to  be  filed  in  the  same  chamber  of  account^,  and  shall  transmit 
the  account  and  vouchers  to  the  comptroller  : 
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That  the  comptroller  shall  keep  the  treasury  books,  and  seal  and  file  all  the 
accoants  and  yoachers  on  which  the  accounts  in  the  said  books  are  founded, 
and  shall  direct  the  manner  of  stating  and  keeping  the  public  accounts.  He 
shall  draw  bills  under  the  said  seal,  on  the  treasurer,  for  such  sums  as  shall 
be  due  bj  the  United  States,  on  accounts  audited,  which,  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment, shall  be  countersigned  by  the  auditor,  and  also  for  such  sums  as  may, 
from  time  to  time,  be  oruered  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  in  the  form  marked 
E.  When  moneys  are  due  to  the  United  States,  on  accounts  audited,  he 
shall  notify  the  debtor,  and,  after  hearing  him,  if  he  shall  desire  to  be  heard, 
fix  a  daTs  for  payment,  according  to  the  circumstance  of  the  case,  not  exceed- 
ing 90  days*  of  which  he  shall  give  notice  to  tlie  auditor,  in  writing,  in  ^e 
form  marked  F. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  issue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the  comptroller  as 
aforesaid,  filing  duplicates  thereof  with  the  auditor,  day  by  day,  as  he  shall 
make  payment :  that,  on  receipt  of  moneys,  he  shall  give  a  receipt  therefor, 
and  transmit  the  same  to  the  comptroller;  and  that  ne  shall  draw  out  and 
settle  his  accounts  quarterly,  giving  th?  same  in  to  the  auditor  fur  examina- 
tion, by  one  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  ty  be  from  thence  transmitted, 
tliroagh  the  auditor,  to  the  comptroller,  who  shall  compare  the  same  with 
the  treasury  traoks,  ascertain  the  balance,  and  return  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
Congress : 

l&t  the  comptroller  shall  receive  from  the  treasurer  all  receipts  by  him 
signed,  and  after  making  due  entry  thereof,  by  charging  the  treasurer  and 
crediting  the  proper  accounts,  he  shall  endorse  the  same  in  the  manner  mark- 
ed G,  aod  deliver  them  to  the  party  who  made  payment :  that  he  shall,  every 
quarter  of  a  year,  cause  a  list  of  the  balances  on  the  treasury  books  to  be 
made  out  by  riis  clerks,  and  lay  it  before  Congress.  That,  where  any  per- 
son hath  received  public  moneys,  which  remain  unaccounted  for,  or  shall  be 
otherwise  indebtea  to  the  United  States,  or  have  an  unsettled  account  with 
them,  he  shall  issue  a  summons  iu  the  form  marked  H,  in  which  a  reasona- 
ble time  shall  be^ven  for  the  appearance  of  the  party,  according  to  the  dis- 
tance of  his  place  of  residence  from  the  treasury,  of  which  he  shall  notify  the 
aaditof : 

That,  in  case  the  party  summoned  to  account  shall  not  appear,  nor  make 
good  easain,  the  auditor,  on  proof  made  of  service  in  due  time  or  other  suffi- 
cient notice,  shall  make  out  a  requisition  in  the  form  marked  I,  which  he 
shall  send  to  the  comptroller's  oOice  where  the  same  shall  be  sealed,  and 
then  it  shall  be  sent  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  in  which  thepariy 
shall  reside : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  enact  laws  for  the  taking 
of  such  persons,  and  also  to  seize  the  property  of  persons  who,  being  indebt- 
ed to  the  United  States,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same ;  notice 
whereof  shall  be  given  by  the  auditor  to  the  executive  authority  tff  the  respec- 
tive states,  in  the  form  marked  K,  under  the  treasury  seal : 

That  the  several  officers  of  the  treasury  do,  before  they  take  upon  them  the 
execution  of  their  offices  respectively,  before  the  president  of  Congress  for 
the  time  being,  make  and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  viz^ 

**  If  A.  B«  ,  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  solemnly  and 

sincerely  swear,  promise  and  declare,  in  the  presence  of  Almightjr  God,  that 
I  will,  diligently  and  faithfully,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  un- 
derataoding,  in  all  things  do  my  duty  as  a  ,  as  aforesaid,  without 

feao  fisvoTy  affection,  or  partiality.'' 

Forms  referred  to. 
•9.  Account  between  tiic  United  States  and  with  the  vouchers 
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That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  contract  with  a  proffer  person,  tc 
build  temporary  log  barracks  for  the  reception  of  the  said  troops,  at  thepiac< 
above  mentioned,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  December  next,  and  that  thej 
i«port  to  Congress  the  contract  thej  may  enter  into. 

Three  o'clook,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  and  one  of  this  day,  fron 
aajor-general  Lee,  were  read  : 

A  motion  being  made  in  the  words  following : 

Whereas  frequenting  play  houses  and  theatrical  entertainments  has  a  fa 
tal  tendency  to  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  from  a  due  attention  to  th< 
means  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  the  preaenration  oi 
their  liberties : 

Resohoed^  That  any  person  holding  an  office  under  the  United  States,  wh( 
shall  act,  promote,  encourace  or  attend  such  plays,  shall  be  deemed  unworthj 
to  hold  such  office,  and  shaU  be  accordingly  dismissed. 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  ana  received  a  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  a  state,  that  the  determination  of  the  main  questiot 
be  postponed  to  the  next  day : 

Whereupon^  tlie  sense  of  the  house  was  required,  whether,  after  the  previ< 
ous  question  has  been  put  and  lost,  it  is  consistent  with  the  12th  and  IStl 
rules  of  this  house  to  postpone  the  main  question  in  right  of  a  state : 

And  on  this  the  yeas  and  nays  beuig  required  by  Mr.  Doer, 


MnmemthBu^^  Mr.  S.  Adaau, 

Geny, 


Mode-Mand^ 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

EUsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Hr.  M^thenpoon,  no 

Ehner,  no 

Scudder,        no 
Mr.  R.  Moiria,       oy 

Roberdeaii,     no 


no 


-IM 


MtBfijfmtndf 


^^'CaroEnOf 


Geor^t 


Mr.  Heniy, 
Mr.  R  H.  ine^ 
M.  Snittb, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laufena, 

Dmytony 

Matthew^ 
Mr.  Walton, 

Telfair, 


Langworthy,  ay^ 


Clingan,         no, 
3o  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr 
Duer, 


Neiv-HampAirty  Mr.  Bartlett, 
MuBiftiU'Bajf,  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Gerry, 


Hhode^Jsiand, 
Cttmtciieui, 

New-York, 
femuyhiaiiat 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Ellsworth, 
Bfr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  > 

Scudder,    ay  y 


ayj 

oyi 
oyS 

no 
no 


i 


ay 


no 


^ 


Maryland^ 
Firginia, 


K'CaroUna, 


S»'CaroSna, 


Georgia^ 


Mr,  R.  Morris,       no 
Roberdeau,     ay  }  ay 
Clingan,         a^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  die  resolution  be  published. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  17,  177B. 
Congress  met,  and  adjourned  to  throe  o'clock. 


Bfr.  Henry, 

Mr.  R.  H.  J>e, 
M.  Smitli, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Wiffiams, 

Mr.  LMiren% 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telflur, 


nt 
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Thbbk  o'cLocSy  p.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read: 
Ordfral,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 
Aletter,  of  the^Gth,  from  major-general  the  miirqnis  de  la  Fayette,  wai 
read: 

Mfrai,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
9ee,Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Henry.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  1 6th,  from  general  Conway,  was  read  : 
Ordertd,  To  lie  on  the  table. 
A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 

contineittal  loan-oflfice  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  farorof  the  board  of 

war, for  30,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  barracks  in  the  cdUnty  of 

A\%eaar!e,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops 

unAer  ft^t  conTention  of  Saratoga. 

Ordered,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  president  to  major-general  lord 
Sciriiog,  iafbraitng  him  that  the  bearer,  Mrs,  Yard,  is  permitted  to  return 
ftf  this  city,  with  her  trunks  and  baggage,  without  any  examination,  and  that 
she  be  permitted  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  president  write  to  gov.  Henry,  requesting  him  to  for- 
ward, with  all  possible  expedition,  the  1000  men  formerly  required  by  Con- 
mss  tobesent  to  South-Carolina ;  and  that  gov.  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina^ 
be  lbs  vMueoted  to  forward  the  SOOO  men  required  of  that  state,  for  the 
defence  oTSouth-Carolina  and  Georgia,  together  with  an  addition  of  dOOO 
ma,  tv  be  raised  and  forwarded  to  Cnarleston,  with  all  possible  expedition, 
Mtd^  dnzge  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  t^ount  d'Estaing, 
brought  IB  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Memdvedf  That  his  excellency  count  d'Estaing  hath  behaved  as  a  brave 
and  wise  officer,  and  that  his  excellency,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
commaod,  have  rendered  every  benefit  to  these  states,  which  the  circum- 
ilaaees  and  nature  of  the  service  would  admit  of,  and  are  fully  entitled  to 
ibe  regards  of  the  friends  of  America. 

MeMved^  That  the  president  transmit  the  foregoir^  resolution  to  his  ex- 
ollency  the  count  d'Estaing,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  entertain  the 
Ug^t  sense  of  his  zeal  and  attachment  manifested  in  repeated  instances, 
«M  particularly  in  his  spirited  offer  to  lead  the  troops  under  his  command 
fran  Boston,  and  to  co-operate  against  Rhode-Island.^ 
Ai^oomed  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Odober  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  James  Deane,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  letter,  ot  the  13th,  from  Mr.C  Stewart,  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Paohedf  That  major  James  Gray  be  appointed  deputy  commissary-general 
of  bmes  in  the  northern  department. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

Whereas,  by  the  8th  article  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
uflisD,  ag;reed  upon  for  the  United  States  of  North- America,  it  is  provided, 
that  all  expense  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treasury  to  be  supplied  by  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  tlie  value  of  all 
lands  within  each  state,  granted  to,  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land, 
tnd  (he  biddiogs  and  improvements  thereon,  shall  be  estimated,  according 


94  JOURNALS  OP  CONGRESS,  177B. 


to  such  mode  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  direct  and  appoint : 

And,  whereas,  the  value  aforesaid  must,  from  the  nature  of  things,  fre- 
quently change,  and  frequent  valuations  thereby  become  necessary :  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  instruct  their 
delegates  to  fix  the  period  of  such  valuation. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  five  years  will  be  a  proper  term 
for  that  purpose. 

Adjournea  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow* 

TUESDAY,  October  20,  \77S., 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  libel  "  Yelverton  Taylor,  versus  sloop  Polly,"  was  lodged 
with  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Also  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of 
Rhode-Islancl  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  the  libd  "  Charles  Jenks,  &c. 
▼ersus  sloop  Fanny,"  was  lodged  with  the  secretary  at  his  chamber,  on  the 
16th,  and  referrccf  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wadsworth,esq.  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one  of  September  l£tlij 
from  major-general  Heath,  endosin^a  paper  of  intelligence,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  tiiis  day,  from  Chnstupher  Hele,  lieutenant  of  the  Preston 
man  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Gersham  Mott  and  Robert  Walker,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  others,  captains  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  by  col. 
John  Lamb,  accompanied  with  sundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  September  22d,  from  cols.  Morgan,  Williams  and  Davies,  en- 
closing four  memorials  of  the  same  tenor  and  date,  but  signed  differently  by 
the  field  ofiicers  and  captains  in  the  army,  was  read  : 

Ordered^To  lie  on  the  table,  until  Congress  have  fully  considered  and  de- 
termined on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  David  Franks,  directed  to  Moses  Franks,  and 
one  signed  Matthew  Clarkson,  A.  D.  camp,  and  directed  to  gen.  Maxwell, 
or  in  his  absence,  to  col.  Shrieve,  were  laid  before  Congress, and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  memorial  from  Griffin  Greene  &  Co.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  confer 
thereon  with  the  commissary -general  of  purchases :  die  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  major-gen.  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars,  be  transmitted  by  the  board 
of  war  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  for  paving  the  arrears  due  to  the  continental  troops  in  that 
state,  and  the  balance  due  to  the  militia  thereof,  that  were  in  the  continental 
service  last  year,  and  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  continental  troops 
and  levies  recommended  to  be  sent  from  that  state  to  Charleston,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1,000,000  of  dollars  be  transmitted  by  the  board 
of  war  to  John  Lewis  Gervais,  esq.  who  is  hereby  unanimously  appointed 
deputy  pay.-master  general  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  pay  and 
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wibttBteiice  of  the  continental  troops  and  levies  ordered  to  Charleston  for 
the  defence  oi  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Thbeb  o'clock,  p.  M« 

A  letter,  of  the  18tb»  from  Mr.  President  Rodney*  of  Delaware  state,  was 
Tad: 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  W.Pynchon,  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  in 
iht  state  of  Massachnsetts-Baj,  was  read,  informing,  that  he  has  received, 
for  the  use  of  the  continent,  M  120,  money  of  that  state,  and  desiring  to  know 
ta  whom  he  shall  pay  the  same : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brousht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Oriiredf  That  a  warrant  issue  oi^  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  150,000  dollars  in 
favor  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-general,* to  enable  him  to  complete  the 
-payment  of  balances  due  from  his  department ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
«oanUble : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  major  John  Clark,  for 
S50  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  gene- 
ral, on  the  president  of  Congress,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of  the  said  major 
Clark,  dated  September  25th,  1778 ;  the  said  pay-master  general  to  be  ac- 
CMBtable: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  David  Rittenhouse,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  state  of 

Pc&asyWaaiay  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  for  5000  dollars,  advanced 

apon  their  application,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  tax  laid  in  the  said  state, 

screca6ij  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last ;  for 

which  dks  said  committee  is  to  be  accountable : 

Tliat,  ttptm  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
ittseon  David  Rittenhouse,  es<][.  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
bvor  of  brigadier  count  Pnlaski,  for  10,000  dollars,  on  account  oi  his  corps, 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable ;  which  sum  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
tax  Udd  in  the  said  stated  agreeably  to  the  resolution  ot  Congress  of  the  22d 
of  NoTcokber  last : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  capt.  Cosmo  Medic:,  for 
1500  dollars,  in  satisfaction  of  his  account  of  expenses  for  himself  and  four 
trooners,  escorting  loan-office  certificates  to  the  southern  states : 

Toata  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Elmer,  adele^te 
frank  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  200  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application; 
ihe  aid  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  N.  Scudder,  a  dele* 
gate  fma  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  500  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  appli- 
catioa;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

Im  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditpr-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  White,  for  his  pay  as  chaplain  to  Con- 
gress, from  October  1st,  1777,  to  October  1st,  1778,  720  dollars,  and  for  his 
rations  daring  the  same  time,  303  6-90  dollars,  making  in  the  whole,  1023 
^90  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Woodhouse,  for  stationary  for  the  use  of 
Cei^ess,  105  60-90  dollars  : 

1  hat  there  is  due  to  George  Bright,  for  superintending  the  making  of  pa- 
per for  loan -office  certificates, 25  days,  150  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Patton,  his  pajr  as  messenger  to  Congress, 
frvmjaoe  l6th,  to  the  13th  of  October,  1778,  inclusive,  240  dollars^ 

r/iat  there  is  ^ue  to  sundry  persons  for  articles  for  the  nublic  entertain- 
Aeot  OD  the  4th   of  July  last,  2835  60-90  dollars,  of  which  the  committee 
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appointed  to  conduct  the  said  entertainment  have  received  for  articles  sold 
289  15-90  dollars,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  2546  54-90  dollars  j|  to  be  pai( 
to  Mr.  Matthews  : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  To  He  on  tlie  table. 

Resolved,  That  on  Friday  next,  Congress  take  into  consideration  the  pro 
teedings  of  the  court-martial  on  the  tnal  of  major-genend  Lee,  immediate!} 
after  reading  the  public  letters  and  taking  order  thereon^  and  that  all  tb( 
members  in  town  be  summoned  to  attend. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  September  25th9  from 
P.  Colt,  esq.  brought  in  a  i*eport;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appleton^  esq.  commissionei 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bar,  for  70,00G 
dollars  :  another  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  treasurer  oi  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  for  100,000 dollars,  being  part  of  the  sum  to  l»e  raised  bj  the 
said  state,  for  supplying  the  continental  treasury :  and  one  other  warrant  on 
John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Peter  Colt,  esq,  late  com- 
missary general  of  purchases,  who  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  said  sums, 
amounting  to  190,000  doll iCfs,  and  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Colt  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury 
the  accounts  of  purchases  made  under  the  direction  of  William  Buchanan, 
esq.  late  commissary-general  of  purchases,  in  order  for  settlement. 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  22d9  1777,  it  is  provided, 
that  the  several  commanding  officers  of  parties,  detachments  or  corps  on 
their  march  to  or  from  camp,  shall  send  to  the  military  hospitals  such  of  ih^ 
officers  and  soldiers  as,  from  time  to  time,  are  unable  to  proceed,  unless  from 
the  distance  of  the  hospitals  or  other  causes,  it  shall  at  any  time  be  neces- 
sary to  deliver  them  to  the  care  of  private  physicians  or  surgeons,  in  which 
cases  the  deputy  director-general  shall  discharge  the  reasonable  demands  of 
the  physicians  and  sui^ons  conducting,  agreeably  to  the  said  resolve. 

And,  whereas,  no  provision  is  therein  made  for  discharging  Uie  accounts  of 
other  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  employed  by  proper  officers  for  tak- 
tngcare  of  and  providing  for  such  officers  and  soldiers : 

Resolved^  That  the  deputy  directors  general  respectively,  be  authorized 
and  instructed  to  dischar^  such  of  the  said  accounts  as  shall  appear  to  be 
reasonable  and  just,  provided  that  each  person  who  may  hereafter  be  em- 
ployed to  provide  for  officers  and  soldiers  as  aforesaid*  shall  give  the  earliest 
notice  thereof  to  the  deputy  director-general,  or  the  physician  or  surgeon- 
general  of  the  district,  in  order  for  the  speedy  removal  (o  the  miiitary-hos- 
pHals. 

Resolved^  That  lieutenant-colonel  du  Cambray  be  ordered  to  repair  with 
all  convenient  expedition  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  town  and  harbour  of  Charleston  in  the  most  respectable  pos- 
ture of  defence,  and  to  render  such  other  service  to  the  states  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  shall  be  required  of  him  by  the  commanding-officer 
of  that  department. 

.  Resolved^  That  henceforward  Con^ss  sit  but  once  a  day:  that  they 
meet  precisely  at  ten  o'clock,  and  sit  till  three  o'clock,  P«  M. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Odoher  21, 1778. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  David  Franks^  &c* 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
The  letter  from  David  Franks,  esq.  commissary  of  British  priaooers,  to 
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Moses  Franks,  esq.  of  London,  enclosed,  under  cover  to  capt.  Thomas 
Moore, of  gen.  Delancej's  regiment,  being  read, 

JResolcinC  That  the  contents  of  the  said  letter  manifest  a  disposition  and 
VateatiiiDs  inimical  to  the  safety  and  liberty  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
Mr.  Tn&ks,  having  endeavored  to  transmit  this  letter  bj  stealth  within  the 
British  fines,  has  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  Congress,  to  ex- 
ercise within  the  jurisdiction  of  these  states  the  office  of  commissary  to  the 
BiidA  prisoners. 

Mfs^Btd^  That  major-general  Arnold  be  directed  to  cause  the  said  David 
Fnaks  forthwith  to  be  arrested,  and  conveyed  to  the  new  gaol  in  this  city, 
clioe  to  be  confined  till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

ILmlved^  That  David  Franks,  esq.  be  not,  after  the  10th  day  of  Novem- 
ber next,  permitted  to  exercise,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  office  of  commis- 
sanr  to  the  Brittsh  prisoners  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Reulctd,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
these  evolutions  to  air  Henry  Clinton,  and  inform  him,  that  Congress  desire 
he  viU  nominate  a  proper  person  who,  having  received  their  approbation, 
may  exerci&e  the  office  of  commissary  to  the  British  prisoners. 

Oritnd^  That  the  committee  sit  again,  and  consider  by  what  process  it 
BUT  be  proper  to  take  cognizance  of  Mr.  D.  Franks's  offence. 

Ordmdj  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose 
«f  paying  expresses. 

k  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  J.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  en- 
cVoslag  aletter  of  the  14th,  from  Mr.  Joshua  Loring,  of  New -York,  was  read» 
desmug  to  kno w  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  whether  he  shall  comply  with 
Mr.  Lctfiiig's  spplication,  that  lord  Balcarras,  and  captain  Strangeways,  two 
offcers  of  Ae  convention  troops,  be  permitted,  on  parole,  to  go  and  reside 
D  Eflgiand,  in  exchange  for  two  Amencan  officers,  who  are  to  be  suffered,  on 
parole,  to  reside  at  their  own  homes :  Whereupon, 

Baolwd,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  informed,  that 
C<mgress  do  not  approve  of  partial  and  parole  exchanges ;  but  that  they  are 
willing  to  make  a  general  exchange  of  officers,  whether  of  the  convention 
or  otherwise,  as  far  as  numbers  and  ranks  will  apply. 

A  Bemorial  from  Mons.  de  Vrigny,  was  read,  representiag,  that  the  time 
of  his  fiirtoagh  from  the  court  of  France  being  expired^he  is  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  resigning  his  commission ;  Whereupon, 
Seidvedj  That  ms  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  said  memorial  as  relates  to  pay  and  rations 
doe  to  Mons.  de  Vrigny,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial  be  sent  to  ^n.  Washington, 
and  that  he  be  empowered  and  directed  to  give  Mons.  de  Vrigny  such  cer- 
tificate and  testimonial  as  his  zeal  and  services  may  have  entitled  him  to* 

A  neaiorial  from  baron  de  Randerode  de  Thulier,  a  native  of  Lorain,  ac- 
cospcmed  with  sundry  papers,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  from  (he 
marquis  de  Britigiiy. 
A  representation  from  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  was  read : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  ot  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  6.  Morris,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

JUsdved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for 
procaring  reinforcements  of  men  to  supply  the  places  of  those  i^se  times 
of  service  will  expire  in  the  winter :  the  members  chosen,  Mr«^|P^er,  Mr. 
Siermaa,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Retohed,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  inform  Congress  of  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  re-inlisting  the  army  in  consequence  of  the 
molutioD  of  the  8th  of  September  last. 
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the  proportion  to  be  furnished  thera  respectively,  i^reeably  to  the  said  re- 
solve ;  and,  upon  the  application  of  gen.  Sullivan  to  the  said  assembl v,  they 
passed  an  order  that  all  tne  continental  .officers  doing  duty  in  the  said  state, 
although  not  belonging  to  the  continental  battalions  of  the  same,  should  be 
supplied  in  the  like  manner :  and  because  the  said  several  transactions  of  the 
said  council  of  war  and  legislature  of  the  said  state  were  done  and  made  from 
the  necessity  of  the  officers  in  the  said  department,  and  for  want  of  the 
necessary  instructions  of  the  clothier-general  for  these  purposes,  the  said 
legislature  directed  their  delegates  in  congress  to  lay  the  same  before  Con- 
gress for  tli«*/ir  approbation :  the  committee  therefona  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
said  transactionsi  advice,  and  directions  of  the  said  council  of  war  and  le- 
gislature, and  the  advance  of  clothing  made  by  the  said  agent-clothier,  in 
conseouence  thereof,  were  advisable,  and  agreeable  to  the  spirit  and  inten- 
tion ot  the  said  resolution  of  Congress  of  November  22d,  1777 :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  do  approve  of  the  said  transaction,  advice  and 
instructions  of  the  council  of  war  and  legislature  of  the  state  of  Rhode- 
Island,  and  of  the  advance  of  clothing  made  in  consequence  thereof  by  the 
agent-clothier. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  to  which  an  amendment  being  moved^ 

Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  amendment,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  five  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  M.Smith,  Mr. Gerry,  Mr.Witherspoon. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  fixing  the  salaries  and  no- 
minating the  officers  of  the  treasury  on  the  new  arrangement : 

That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  the  said  officers. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Tlmt  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  James 
Smith,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  600  dollars,  ad- 
vanced upon  his  application  ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  delegates  of  Geoi^a, 
for  1S39  60-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  advance  the  said  sum  to  captain 
Rawleieh  Downman,  for  subsisting  his  company  whilst  on  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Matthew  Irwin,  late 
deputy  commissary  general,  for  75,000  dollars,  to  complete  the  sum  of 
200,000  dollars,  which  Joseph  Trumbull,  esq.  deceased,  late  commissary-ge- 
neral, in  a  letter  of  credit  of  August  14th,  1777,  to  the  president  of  Con- 
gress, applied  for  as  an  advance  to  Mr.  Irwin,  and  that  the  same  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  Mr.  Joseph  Trumbull. 

Mesplved,  That  Joseph  Clay,  esq.  deputy  pajr-master  general  in  the  state 
of  Georgia,  be  empowered' and  directed  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy 
commissary,  the  deputy  quarter-master,  and  the  deputy  clothier-general,  iu 
the  said  state,  (they  obtaining  a  warrant  from  th^  commanding  officer  in  the 
southern  department,)  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  to  wanting  in 
their  respective  departments ;  each  of  them  to  be  accountable ;  and  that  the 
said  deputy  pay-master  eeneral  transmit  the  accounts  of  the  sums  he  may 
so  advance  to  Uie  several  officers  at  the  heads  of  the  above  mentioned  de- 
partments. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  commissary,  the  deputy  quarter-master,  and 
the  deputy  clothier-general,  in  the  state  of  Greorgia,  when  they  deliver  their 
respective  accounts  of  expenditures  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general,  do 
cause  to  be  specified,  on  the  receipts  of  the  said  accounts,  that  the  same  were 
paid  in  continental  currency,  ano  that  the  sum  be  fully  expressed  in  words. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  pay -master  general  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  pay  die  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  continental  gallies  iu  the  state 
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of  G«oma,  the  mondil j  wages  that  are  and  roa j  be  due  to  them,  transmit- 
ting  at  Ae  end  of  every  monUi  an  account  of  the  same  to  the  bmird  of  treasurj. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  14.  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  esq.  commissary-general  of 
purchases,  was  read,  with  an  account  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures, 
amounting  to  6,500,000  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  chevalier  de  laNeuville,  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Baolved,  That  a  brevet  commission  of  brigadier  be  granted  to  Mr.  dhs 
laNeaville,  the  elder,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be 
dated  August  14th,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  accompanied  with 
his  remarks  on  the  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Izard,  and  also  his  re- 
marks on  the  extracts  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  with  which  Mr.  Deane 
was  furnished : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts  of  Mr.  Izard's  letters 
be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Izard,  and  that  Mr.  President  be  fur* 
nished  with  a  duplicate  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts  of  Mr.  Izard's  and 
'Mr.  Lee's  letters,  be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Ordered^  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the  further  examination  of  Mr. 
W.  Carmichael,  and  that  Mr.  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend  on  diat  day. 

Sundrv  memorials  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
were  read,  respecting  the  prisoners  of  the  king  of  France : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  with  orders  to 
carry  into  execution  the  requisitions  of  the  minister. 

A  copy  of  ^letter  from  count  d'Estaing  to  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  was  read* 
with  sundry  letters  accompanying  the  same : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
cbosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  6.  Morris,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'cV>ck  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  OettUfer  15,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  September  16th,  from  the  navy  board  in  the  eastern  district; 
one,  of  the  6th  inst.  from  Jonathan  TrumbuU,  jun.esq.  and  one  of  Septem- 
ber 25th,  from  Mesheck  Weare,  esq.  president  of  New-Hampshire,  were  read. 

A  letter  of  the  6th,  froui  governor  Trumbull,  was  read,  with  a  memorial 
and  petition  of  William  Hoskins  enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four :  the  meipbers 
chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

An  invoice  of  the  cargo  of  the  Diuchess  de  Gramont,  which  arrived  some 
time  ^go,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Or&red,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  clothing. 

A  letter,  of  the  28di  of  June  last,  from  Mr.  Izard,  at  Paris,  with  sundry 
papers  accompanying  the  same,  were  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

Three  o'clook,  P.  M. 

Congress  having  received  intelligence  that  a  number  of  vessels  are  engaj^ 
in  New- York  by  the  cojnmisssioners  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  to  go  with 
flags  to  the  several  states  in  this  unmn,  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  among 
the  inhabitants  a  manifesto  and  proclamation,  published  by  the  said  com- 
missioners at  New-York,  on  the  dd  day  of  October  inst  for  the  purposes  of 
sedition,  &c. 
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Ordered,  That  the  paper  contaiDing  the  intelligence  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five :  the  members  chosen*  Mr.  6.  Morris,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Matthevvs, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  16,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth^  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tne  committee  of  intelligence,  for  publi- 
cation. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  esq.  commissary -general  of  pur- 
chases, was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  petition  of  George  Rice,  of  the  11th  Virginia  regiment,  was  read,  pray- 
ing relief  for  the  Joss  of  6^0  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 

A  report  from  the  auditor-general,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter  from  captain  Cosmo  Medici  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wliereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  we  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  pay-maa^ 
ter  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  1,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  by  him 
transmitted  to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  for  the  use  of  hts 
department ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  accounts  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
departments  be  respectively  directed  forthwith  to  repair,  with  all  the  books, 
accounts,  and  other  papers  of  their  office,  to  the  boara  of  treasury. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  letter  of  coL  Pickering,  brought 
'in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  in  consideration  of  the  greatly  increased  expense  of  living, 
since  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners  of  Sie  war  office  were  established,  and 
of  the  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  by  their  public  station,  the  sum  of 
4000 dollars  per  annum,  to  commence  from  this  day,  be  paid  to  col.  Picker- 
ing and  Mr.  Peters,  respectively,  as  acting  members  of  the  board  of  war ; 
this  salary  to  be  reduced  by  Congress  when  circumstances  are  so  far  altered 
as  to  render  the  reduction  reasonable  and  necessary : 

That  col.  Pickering  have  leave  of  absence  for  eight  weeks,  to  go  home,  but 
to  return  sooner,  if  his  private  affiiire  will  admit. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  de- 
sign to  send  certain  seditious  papers  into  these  states,  under  cover  of  flags, 
brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon.  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Wliereas  Congress,  on  the  £2d  day  of  April,  1778,  did  resolve,  that  any 
man,  or  body  of  men,  who  should  presume  to  make  any  separate  or  partial 
convention  or  agreement  with  commissioners  under  the  crown  of  Great-Bri- 
tain, or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  open  and  avowed 
enemies  of  the  United  States  :  and  whereas  Congress  have  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  commissioners  of  the  kin^  of  Great-Britain  are  about  to  send, 
under  the  sanction  of  a  flag,  certain  seditious  papers,  under  the  name  and  title 
of  manifestos,  to  be  distnbuted  throughout  these  United  States,  with  a  view 
to  stir  up  dissentions,  animosities  and  rebellion,  among  the  good  people  of 
thpse  states :  and  whereas  such  practices  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  utterly  subversive  of  the  confidence  necessary  for  those  means  which 
have  been  invented  among  civilized  nations  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  war ; 
and  therefore  the  agents  employed  to  distribute  the  said  papers  are  not  enti- 
tled to  protection  from  a  flag,  while  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  such  nefa- 
rious purposes : 
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Ettokeed,  That  it  be  reccmitnended  to  the  executive  powers  of  these  Unit- 
ed States,  to  take  op  and  secure  in  safe  and  close  custody  all  and  any  person 
ind  persons  who,  under  the  sanction  of  a  flac  or  otherwise,  may  be  concern- 
ed or  eng^ed  in  the  purposes  aforesaid :  ana  farther,  that  the  papers  afore- 
said be  printed  in  the  several  ^zettes,  more  fully  to  convince  the  good  peo* 
pie  of  these  states  of  the  insidious  designs  of  the  said  commissioners. 

Oriertdj  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Hie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major-gen.  Heath, 
broi^t  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  Congress,  on  the  llth  day  of  September  last,  resolved  and  di- 
rected, that  application  should  be  made  to  sir  Henry  Clinton  for  passports  io 
AmericaD  vessels  to  transport  provisions  and  fuel  to  Boston,  for  the  use  of 
the  prisoners  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  the  said  passports  to  be  sub- 
ject to  such  restrictions  as  should  be  agreed  on  between  the^nerals  Wash- 
mi^ltfln  and  sir  Henry  Clinton ;  and  that  gen.  Washington  inform  gen*  Clin- 
ton, that  if  such  passports  be  not  granted  within  three  days  after  application 
made,  or  measures  adopted  by  him  for  sendii^  to  the  port  of  Boston  ample 
sapplies  of  provision  and  fuel  for  the  convention  prisoners,  on  or  before  the 
5th  of  October,  Congress  would  deem  themselves  justifiable  in  removing  the 
Mid  prisoners  to  such  part  of  the  United  States  as  they  can  be  best  subsisted 
in :  and  whereas  application  has  been  made^  and  information  given,  to  gen* 
sir  Henry  Clinton,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  aforesaid,  but  to  no  effect ;  and 
whereas  the  continuing  the  troops  before  mentioned  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, or  any  of  the  eastern  states,  and  subsisting  them  there,  if  prac- 
ticable, will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  states : 

Baohedf  That  gen^  Washington  be  directed,  if  neither  of  the  alternatives 
meationed  in  the  above  resolve  have  been  complied  with,  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  removing,  with  all  convenient  speed,  all  the  prisoners  of  die 
coDventum  of  Saratcn  to  the  town  of  Charlotteville,  in  the  county  of  Albe^ 
marie,  in  the  state  of  Vir^ia.  ^ 

In  dcbatii^  this  resolution,  a  motion  was  made,  after  the  word  "  Saratoga," 
to  insert  the  words  ibllowing,  '*  to  the  barracks*  at  Lancaster  and  York- 
town,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Fort- Frederick,  in  the  state  of  Mary« 
hmd,  and  z^ 

On  which  the  yeas  and  niiys  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


^if-Han^tthirej  Mr.  Btftlett, 
ff  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Mwchant, 
Mr.  Sherman,        no 

Ellsworth,       no 
Mr.  Lewis,  no 

Duer,  fly 

Mr.  Scudder,         no  Vno 
Mr.  CUngan,  no  >no 

Mr.  Henrys'     .       oif  }  * 


CmmecUcut^ 


no^o 

«yi  ♦ 

no  ^-no 
i  no 

div 


MOouvttonOf 


Virginia^ 

N.'CaroUna^ 

S-'CaroHna^ 
GsorgiOf 


Mr.  Hande, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.Peiui, 
Harnett, 
Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Matthews, 
Mr.  Walton, 
Telfair, 
Langwortby, 


So  it  fiassed  in  the  negative. 

Resolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  appoint  a  proper  person  to  superintend 
and  take  charge  of  the  said  prisoners ;  tnat  they  contract  for  the  fuel  for  their 
use,  and  apply  to  tlie  governor  and  council  ofV irginia,  for  a  sufficient  force 
of  nilitia  to  guard  the  said  prisoners : 

Hiat  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  provide  a  suitable  supply  of 
provision  for  the  said  troops : 

That  the  commissary-general  of  issues  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  issue 
provisions  to  the  said  troops,  and  to  keep  a  reenlar  account  thereof: 

That  regular  accounts  for  provisions  and  mel  be  made  and  transmitted| 
from  time  to  tijpe,  to  the  board  ofAvar : 
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That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  contract  with  a  proffer  person,  to 
build  temporarjlog  barracks  for  the  reception  of  the  aaid  troops,  at  the  place 
aboTe  mentioned,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  December  next,  and  that  thej 
report  to  Congress  the  contract  thej  may  enter  into. 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Schayler,  and  one  of  this  daj,  from 
major-general  Lee,  were  read : 

A  motion  being  made  in  the  words  following : 

Whereas  freqaenting  plaj  houses  and  theatrical  entertainments  has  a  fa- 
tal tendency  to  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  from  a  due  attention  to  the 
means  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  the  preservation  of 
their  liberties : 

Meaolved,  That  any  person  holding  an  office  under  the  United  Stales,  who 
shall  act,  promote,  encourage  or  attend  such  plays,  shall  be  deemed  unworthy 
to  hold  such  office,  and  shall  be  accordingly  dismissed. 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  ana  received  a  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  a  state,  that  the  determination  of  the  main  question 
be  postponed  to  the  next  day : 

Whereupon^  the  sense  of  the  house  was  required,  whether,  after  the  previ- 
ous  question  has  been  put  and  lost,  it  is  consistent  with  the  iJSth  and  13th 
rules  ojf  this  house  to  postpone  the  main  question  in  right  of  a  state : 

And  on  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Doer, 


Ik»-Bkmp$kk€,Ut,  Bartlett, 
Mmt^tn»'Ma^f  Mr.  S.  Adaois, 

Geny, 


Vomudieut^ 
NewJmejft 


Holten, 
Mr.  Muchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Mr.  Withenpoon,  no 

Elmer,  no 

Scudder,        no 
Mr.  R.  MoiTia,       ay 

Hoberdeaii,     vo 


%i'^ 


no 


>n« 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Heniy, 
Mr.  R  H.  Ue, 

M.8iiytb, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Liurens, 

Drayton^ 

Matthew^ 
Mr.  Walton, 

Telfair, 


Langworthy,  <ry 


Clingan,         no^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Duer, 


Neuf-Him^Mre,  Mr.  Bartlett, 
Maucfftti^Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 


Hhode^Idaru^ 
Cotrntetieui, 

xViMiyfoAiiifl, 


«yHy 

ayj 


oyi 
oyS 

no 
no 


oy 


no 


^ 


ay 


N.'CaroRna, 


S.-CaroUna, 


Georgia^ 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Ellsworth, 
Bfr.  Lewis, 

Duer, 
Mr.  Wtther8poon,ay 

Scudder,        ay 
Mr,  R.  Morris,       no 

Roberdeau,     ay 

Clingan,         t^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  the  resolution  be  published. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  17,  17:8. 
Congress  met,  and  adjourned  to  throe  o'clock. 


Mwrylondf 
Firginia, 


Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  R.  H.  J>e, 
M.  Smitli, 
Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
WiDiams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Telfair, 
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Thbjsx  o'clock,  p.  M  . 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th»  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read : 

OrSntd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligctice. 

A  letter,  of  the  JL 6th,  from  major-general  the  marqnis  de  la  Fayette,  was 
read: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
9eB,Mr«  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Henrj.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  1 6th,  from  general  Conway,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  Thnt  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Orderal,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 

continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  board  of 

war, for  30,000  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  barracks  in  the  cdunty  of 

Mbenarle,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops 

mnder  the  conTention  of  Saratoga. 

Ordend,  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  president  to  major-general  lord 
Stirling,  inferDiing  him  that  the  bearer,  Mrs.  Yard,  is  permitted  to  return 
tor  this  city,  with  her  trunks  and  baggage,  without  any  examination,  and  that 
she  be  permitted  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  gov.  Henry,  requesting  him  to  for- 
ward, with  all  possible  expedition,  the  1000  men  formerly  required  by  Con- 
mas  to  be  sent  to  South-Carolina ;  and  that  gov.  Caswell,  of  North-Carolina, 

M  alaa  reqaested  to  forward  the  SOOO  men  required  of  that  state,  for  the 

defience  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  together  with  an  atldition  of  2000 

mea,  to  be  raised  and  forwarded  to  Cnarleston,  with  all  possible  expedition, 

Mt  the  diaige  of  the  continent. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  count  d'Estaing, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

mdved.  That  his  excellency  connt  d'Estaing  hath  behaved  as  a  brave 
and  wise  officer,  and  that  his  excellency,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
eommasd,  have  rendered  every  benefit  to  these  states,  which  the  circum- 
ttnces  and  nature  of  the  service  would  admit  of,  and  are  fully  entitled  to 
Ifte  regards  of  the  friends  of  America. 

SeMved,  That  the  president  transmit  the  foregoing  resolution  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  count  d'Estaing,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  entertain  the 
highest  sense  of  his  zeal  and  attachment  manifested  in  repeated  instances, 
and  particularly  in  his  spirited  offer  to  lead  the  troops  under  his  command 
from  Boston,  and  to  co-operate  against  Rhode-Island.^ 

Adjoomed  to  nine  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  19,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  James  Deane,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  6.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.C  Stewart,  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Retohed,  That  maior  James  Gray  be  appointed  deputy  commissary-general 
of  tasnes  in  the  northern  department. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

Whereas,  by  the  8th  article  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
ummi,  agreed  upon  for  the  United  States  of  North- America,  it  is  provided, 
that  all  expense  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by 
the  UnitedT States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treasury  to  be  supplied  by  the  several  states,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  all 
lands  within  each  state,  granted  to,  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  such  land, 
mad  the  buldinga  and  improvements  thereon,  shall  be  estimated,  according 
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to  such  mode  as  the  United  States  ia  Congress  assembled  shall*  from  time 
to  time,  direct  and  appoint : 

And,  whereasythe  value  aforesaid  must,  from  the  nature  of  things,  fre- 
quently change,  and  frequent  valuations  thereby  become  necessary :  tlierefore. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  instruct  their 
delegates  to  fix  the  period  of  such  valuation. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  five  years  will  be  a  proper  term 
for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  20,  \77%., 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Peon* 
sylvania,  on  the  libel  "  Yelverton  Taylor,  versus  sloop  Polly,"  was  lodged 
with  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

Also  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  on  the  libiSl  '**  Charles  Jenks,  &c« 
versus  sloop  Fanny,"  was  lodged  with  the  secretary  at  his  chamber,  on  the 
16th,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wadswortb,«sq.  commissary -general  of  pur- 
chases, was  read : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  sen.  Washington,  and  one  of  September  l9Mhy 
from  major-general  Heath,  endosio^a  paper  of  intelligence,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Christopher  Hele,  lieutenant  of  the  Preston 
man  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memorial  from  Gersham  Mott  and  Robert  Walker,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  others,  captains  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  by  col. 
John  Lamb,  accompanied  with  sundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  was  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  September  22d,  from  cols.  Moivan,  Williams  and  Davies,  en- 
closing four  memorials  of  the  same  tenor  and  date,  but  signed  diflferently  bj- 
the  field  officers  and  captains  in  the  army^,  was  read : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table,  until  Congress  have  fully  considered  and  de- 
termined on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  David  Franks,  directed  to  Moses  Franks^  and 
one  signed  Matthew  Clarkson,  A.  D.  camp,  and  directed  to  gen.  Maxwell, 
or  in  his  absence,  to  col.  Shrieve,  were  laid  before  Congress»and  read  ; 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

A  memorial  from  Griffin  Greene  &  Co.  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they  confer 
thereon  with  the  commissary -general  of  purchases:  the  members  chosen^ 
Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

A  letter  of  the  14th,  from  major-gen.  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars,  be  transmitted  by  the  board 
of  war  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun.  esq.  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  for  paving  the  arrears  due  to  the  continental  troops  in  that 
state,  and  the  balance  due  to  the  militia  thereof,  that  were  in  the  continental 
service  last  year,  and  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  continental  troops 
and  levies  recommended  to  be  sent  from  that  state  to  Charleston,  tor  the  de- 
fence of  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia ;  he  to  be  accountable.. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1,000,000  of  dollars  be  transmitted  by  the  board 
of  war  to  John  Lewis  Gervais,  esq.  who  is  hereby  unanimously  appointed 
deputy  pay^-master  general  in  the  state  of  SouUi-Carolina,  for  the  pay  and 
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fiabnfttence  of  the 

the  defence  ol  the  states 


continentai  troops  and  levies  ordered  to  Charleston  for 
tates  of  Soath-Carolina  and  Georgia ;  he  to  be  accountable. 


Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  the  18tb,  from  Mr.  President  Rodney,  of  Delaware  state,  was 
read: 

A  letter*  of  the  10th,  from  W.  Pynchon,  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  in 
iht  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  was  read,  informing,  that  he  has  received, 
for  the  use  of  the  continent,  jS  120,  money  of  that  state,  and  desiring  to  know 
to  whom  he  shall  pay  the  same : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on,  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  150,000  dollars  in 
(avor  of  James  Mease,  esq.  clothier-2eneral,*to  enable  him  to  complete  the 
payment  of  balances  due  from  his  department ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  ac- 
countable: 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favour  of  major  John  Clark,  for 
850  dollars,  in  dischar|i;e  of  a  bill  drawn  by  W.  Palfrey,  pay -master  gene- 
ral, on  the  president  of  Congress,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of  the  said  major 
Clark,  dated  September  25th,  1778 ;  the  said  pay-master  general  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  David  Rittenhouse,  esa.  treasurer  of  the  state  of 
PennsylTania,  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee,  tor  oOOO  dollars,  advanced 

upon  their  application,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  tax  laid  in  the  said  state, 

agreeabiy  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last ;  for 
whieh  the  said  committee  is  to  be  accountable : 

Iliat,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
issoe  on  David  Rittenhouse,  es(J.  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
favor  of  brigadier  count  Piilaski,  for  10,000  dollars,  on  account  of  his  corps, 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable ;  which  sum  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
tax  laid  in  the  said  stated  agreeably  to  the  resolution  ot  Congress  of  the  2£d 
of  NoTcmber  last : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  capt.  Cosmo  Medic:,  for 
1500  dollars,  in  satisfaction  of  his  account  of  expenses  for  himself  and  four 
tmpersy  escorting loan-ofiice  certificates  to  the  southern  states: 

liiat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Elmer,  a  dele^te 
from  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  for  200  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  application; 
the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

llmt  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  N.  Scudder,  a  delt« 
gate  from  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  500  dollars,  advanced  upon  his  appli- 
cation ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  White,  for  his  pay  as  chaplain  to  Con- 
gress, from  October  1st,  1777,  to  October  Ist,  1778,  720  dollars,  and  for  his 
rations  during  the  same  time,  303  6-90  dollars,  making  in  the  whole,  1023 
6-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  William  Woodhouse,  for  stationary  for  the  use  of 
CoM-ess,  105  60-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  George  Bright,  for  superintending  the  making  of  pa- 
per for  loan^ffice  certificates,  25  days,  150  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Robert  Patton,  his  pa^  as  messenger  to  Congress, 
from  June  16th,  to  the  ISth  of  October,  1778,  inclusive,  240  doUarsc 

Tiiat  there  is  due  to  sundry  persons  for  articles  for  the  public  entertain- 
Bent  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  2835  60-90  dollars,  of  which  the  committee 
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appointed  to  conduct  the  said  entertainment  have  receited  for  articles  sold, 
289  15-90  dollars,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  2546  54-90  dollars  |  to  be  paid 
to  Mr.  Matthews : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Heaolved,  That  on  Friday  next.  Congress  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  iramediatelj 
after  reading  the  public  letters  and  taking  order  thereon,  and  that  all  the 
members  in  town  be  summoned  to  attend. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  September  25thy  from 
P.  Colt,  esq.  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Nathaniel  Appteton,  esq.  commissioner 
of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  70,000 
dollars  :  another  warrant  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  for  100,000 dollars,  being  part  of  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  the 
said  state,  for  supplying  the  continental  treasury :  and  one  other  warrant  on 
John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  for  20,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  Peter  Colt,  esq,  late  com- 
nussary  general  of  purchases,  who  is  to  be  accountable  for  the  said  sums, 
amounting  to  190,000  dollsCfs,  and  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Besolvm,  That  Mr.  Colt  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury 
the  accounts  of  purchases  made  under  the  direction  of  William  Buchanan, 
esq.  late  commissary-general  of  purchases,  in  order  for  settlement. 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  22d,  1777,  it  is  provided, 
that  the  several  commanding  officers  of  parties,  detachments  or  corps  on 
tiieir  march  to  or  from  camp,  shall  send  to  the  military  hospitals  such  of  ^e 
officers  and  soldiers  as,  from  time  to  time,  are  unable  to  proceed,  unless  from 
the  distance  of  the  hospitals  or  other  causes,  it  shall  at  any  time  be  neces- 
sary to  deliver  them  to  the  care  of  private  physicians  or  surgeons,  in  which 
cases  the  deputy  director-general  shall  discharge  tiie  reasonable  demands  of 
the  physicians  and  surgeons  conducting,  agreeably  to  the  said  resolve. 

And,  whereas,  no  provision  is  therein  made  for  discharging  the  accounts  of 
other  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  employed  by  proper  officers  for  tak- 
ingcare  of  and  providing  for  such  officers  and  soldiers : 

Resolvedj  That  the  deputy  directors  general  respectively,  be  authorized 
and  instructed  to  dischar^  such  of  the  said  accounts  as  shall  appear  to  be 
reasonable  and  just,  provided  that  each  person  who  may  hereafter  be  em- 
ployed to  provide  for  officers  and  soldiers  as  aforesaid^  shall  fire  the  earliest 
notice  thereof  to  the  deputy  director-general,  or  the  physician  or  surgeon- 
general  of  the  district,  in  order  for  the  speedy  removal  to  die  military-hos- 
pttals. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  du  Cambray  be  ordered  to  repair  with 
all  convenient  expedition  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  town  and  harbour  of  Charleston  in  the  mdst  respectable  pos- 
ture of  defence,  and  to  render  such  other  service  to  the  states  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  shall  be  required  of  him  by  the  commanding-officer 
of  that  department. 

.  Resolvedj  That  henceforward  Con^ss  sit  but  once  a  day:  that  they 
meet  precisely  at  ten  o'clock,  and  sit  till  three  o'clock,  P«  M. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  21, 1778. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  David  Frank9»  &c. 
brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
Tlie  letter  from  David  Franks,  esq.  commissary  of  British  priaofiers,  to 
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Moses  Franks,  esq.  of  London,  enclosed,  under  cover  to  capt.  Thomas 
Moore, of  gen.  Delancey's  regiment,  being  read, 

Resobxa^  That  the  contents  of  the  said  letter  manifest  a  disposition  and 
intentioDS  inimical  to  the  safety  and  liberty  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
Mr.  Franks,  having  endeavored  to  transmit  this  letter  by  stealth  within  the 
BritiflJi  lines,  has  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  Congress,  to  ex- 
ercise vrithia  the  jurisdiction  of  these  states  the  office  of  commissary  to  the 
British  prisoners* 

JfesUvedj  That  major-general  Arnold  be  directed  to  cause  the  said  David 
Franks  forthwith  to  be  arrested,  and  conveyed  to  the  new  gaol  in  this  city, 
tlere  to  be  ccmiined  till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

Besohed^  That  David  Franks,  esq.  be  not,  after  the  10th  day  of  Novem- 
ber next,  permitted  to  exercise,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  office  of  commis- 
sary to  die  British  prisoners  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Se8olved,  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  sir  Henry  Ctinton,  and  inform  him,  that  Congress  desire 
he  wiU  nominate  a  proper  person  who,  having  received  their  approbation* 
may  exercise  the  office  of  commissary  to  the  British  prisoners. 

Ordavdj  That  the  committee  sit  again,  and  consider  by  what  process  it 
may  be  proper  to  take  co^izance  of  Mr.  D.  Franks's  offence. 

Orderedf  That  5000  dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  expresses. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  J.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  en- 
cVosing  a  letter  of  the  14th,  from  Mr.  Joshua  Loring,  of  New -York,  was  read, 
desiring  to  know  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  whether  he  shall  comply  with 
Mr.  Loring's  application,  that  lord  Balcarras,  and  captain  Strangeways,  two 
offictfs  €i  the  convention  troops,  be  permitted,  on  parole,  to  go  and  reside 
in  England,  in  exchange  for  two  American  officers,  who  are  to  to  suffered,  on 
parole,  to  reside  at  their  own  homes :  Whereupon, 

Btsoived^  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  informed,  that 
Congress  do  not  approve  of  partial  and  parole  exchanges ;  but  that  they  are 
willing  to  make  a  general  exchange  of  officers,  whether  of  the  convention 
or  otiierwise,  as  far  as  numbers  and  ranks  will  apply. 

A  nemorial  from  Mons.  de  Vrigny,  was  read,  representing,  that  the  time 
q(  his  fbrlongh  from  the  court  of  France  being  expired,  he  is  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  resiraing  his  commission ;  Whereupon, 

Beidvedy  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  said  memorial  as  relates  to  pay  and  rations 
dae  to  Mons.  de  Vrigny,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington, 
fiid  that  he  be  empowered  and  directed  to  give  Mons.  de  Vrigny  such  cer- 
tifeate  and  testimonial  as  his  zeal  and  services  may  have  entitled  him  to* 

A  memorial  from  baron  de  Randerode  de  Thulier,  a  native  of  Lorain,  ac- 
companied with  sundry  papers,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordertds  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  from  the 
marqnis  de  Britigiiy. 

A  representation  from  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho« 
sen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

Btttdved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for 
proconng  reinforcements  of  men  to  supply  the  places  of  those  \i^se  times 
of  service  will  expire  in  the  winter :  the  members  chosen,  Mr*^^|^er,  Mr. 
Shennan,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  inform  Congress  of  the 
pn^;ress  which  has  Deen  made  in  re-inlisting  the  army  in  consequence  of  the 
resolution  of  the  8th  of  September  last. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major-general  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereu{)on, 

Besolved,  That  the  marquis  dela  Fayette,  major-general  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  have  leave  to  go  to  France;  and  that  he  return  at  such 
ttone  as  shall  be  most  convenient  to  him. 

Resolved^  That  the  president  write  a  letter  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
returning  him  the  thanas  of  Congress  for  that  disinterested  zeal  which  led 
him  to  America,  and  for  the  services  he  hath  rendered  to  the  United  States^ 
by  the  exertion  of  his  courage  and  abilities  on  many  sisnal  occasions. 
^  Besolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica at  the  court  of  Versailles,  be  directed  to  cause  an  elegant  sword,  with 
prooer  devices,  to  be  made  and  presented^  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
to  tlie  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

The  committee  also  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  of  recommendation 
of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  king  of  France, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  committee  having  been  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  credence, 
notifying  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  appointment  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, esq.  to  be  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at  the  court  of 
France,  and  also  the  drau^tof  instructions  to  the  said  minister,  brought  in 
a  draught  of  the  letter,  which  was  agreed  to. 

They  also  brought  In  a  draught  oi  instructional  which  were  taken  into 
consideration. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  22,  1778. 

(hderedj  That  major-general  Arnold  make  immediate  return  to  Congress 
of  his  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  Congress  of  yesterday, 
for  the  arrest  ana  commitment  of  David  Franks,  esq. 

A  memorial  from  the  r^mental  surgeons  and  surgeons'  assistants  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  oV  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Holten,  and  Mr.  Bartiett. 

A  memorial  from  captain  John  P.  Shott,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

On  motion,  Besolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  order  major- 
general  Gates,  forthwith  to  repair  to  Boston,  to  take  command  of  the  conti- 
nental forces  that  are  or  may  be  in  the  eastern  district,  until  the  farther 
orders  of  Congress  or  general  Washington. 

According  to  order,  major-eeneral  Arnold  having  made  return  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  the  execution  of  uie  order  of  yesterday,  the  same  was  read. 

Heeolved,  That  to  die  end  the  arrears  due  to  the  militia  of  Viipnia  that 
have  been  in  continental  service,  called  into  such  service  by  order  of  Con- 
gress or  the  commander  in  chief,  may  be  speedily  adjusted  and  paid,  the 
governor  and  council  of  that  state  be  requested  to  call  upon  the  proper  offi- 
cers to  produce  authenticated  abstracts,  shewing  the  arrears  due  to  such 
militia  as  have  so  served,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  immediately  paid  by 
warrants  from  the  eovemor  on  Benjamin  Harrison,  jun,  esq.  the  deputy  pay- 
master general  in  Yirsinia. 
^  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  to  the  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  which  being  an>ended  were  agreed  to. 

A  letter,  of  tke  tSth,  from  miyor-gen.  Heath,  was  read : 
^  Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  case  of  ensign  Brown. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  ^n.  Washington,  was  read. 

Whereas,  upon  the  evacuation  of  thia  city  by  the  British  army,  certain 
eizures  were  made  of  goods  and  effects,  supposed  to  belong  to  the  subjects 
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•f  Great  Britain,  and  other  ^^oods  were  taken  up  under  contracts  entered 
into  with  the  inhabitanta  of  this  citj  by  the  officers,  in  the  departments  of 
the  qnarter-master,  clothier  and  commissary -generals,  and  a  committee 
liathbeeo  appointed  bjr  CoBj^ress.to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  said 
officen  in  making  the  said  seizures  and  contracts,  that  justice  maj  be  dona 
to  the  public  and  individuals,  but  report  hath  not  yiet  been  made : 

Asmed,  That  the  board  of  war  direct  such  of  the  said  goods,  wfaeAer 
seized  or  contracted  for,  as  may  b%  wanted  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  army^ 
Mecially  for  clqthing  to  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose ;  and  that  the  board 
Of  war  direct  that  proper  accounts  be  kept  of  the  j^ds.so  appropriated,  the 
quantity  and  quality,  and  of  whom  seized,  and  with  whom  contracted  for. 

OrdffTfdj  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  aforesaid,  and  that 
the  said  committee  sit  on  the  business,  and  report  on  Thursday  next :  the 
BieBbers  chosen,  Mr.  M.  Smith  and  Mr.  Ellsworth. 

Aid^oumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY.  October  23,  1778. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  New* 
Jersey,  on  the  libel  **  David  Stephen,  &c.  versus  schooner  John  and  Saliy,'* 
was  lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  Angnst  26th,  from  major-gen.  R.  Howe,  was  read,  with  sundry 
papen  enchnBed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they 
icpovt^m  opinion  thereon  to  the  board  of  treasurer. 

A  letter,  «f  the  2(Hh,  from  major^seneral  lord  Stirling,  was  read,  inform- 
inr  that  the  enemy's  fleet  had  sailed. 

wndiy  letters  of  the  19th  and  21st,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  were 
ivad,  enclosing  the  commission  of  de  BrenevUle,  a  lieutenant  in  count 
Pklaski^s  le»on : 

Oriatd,  That  the  letters  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  petition  from  Domininue  L'Eciise,  was  read : 

Whereupon,  a  report  fi*om  the  board  of  war,  relative  to  the  said  Domi- 
ni^ae  L'Eciise,  was  taken  up ;  and  thereupon,  t 

iMarei,  That  the  sum  of  635  dollars  be  paid  to  Mens.  L'Eciise,  in  satis- 
faction ef  his  sufferings,  and  to  enable  him  to  pay  moneys  lent  him  for  hie 
support,  bj  sundry  gentlemen,  friends  to  these  states. 

Raolrtd,  That  the  sum  of  60  dollars  per  month,  for  paj  and  subsistence^ 
ud  one  ration  a  day,  be  allowed  to  Mons.  L'Eciise,  during  the  pleasure  of 
C«^;reas,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  reside  for  the  present  ii|  the  northern 
dqartment,  to  be  employed  in  0och  way  as  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the 
csamander  of  the  noiihern  department,  shall  deem  serviceable  to  the  United 

testes : 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  sent  to  the  commander  in  chieC 
to  whom  Mons.  L'Eciise  shall  give  notice  of  the  particular  nlace  of  his  lUKNie* 

The  committee  on  the  treasm^y  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordertd,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  major-general 
Lbcdo,  for  3000  dollars,  to  bear  il^eexpensesof  himself  and  suite  to  South- 
Carolina  ;  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  committee  of  commerce,  to  wh^m  was  referred  a  charter-party,  with 
several  other  papers  relative  to  an  agreement  entered  into  between  Scott. 
Irvine,  and  Cooper,  owners  of  the  brig  Commerce,  on  the  one  part,  and 
Hewcs  and  Smith,  agents  in^behalf  of  the  secret  committee,  on  the  other  part. 

That  it  appears  the  said  agents,  in  behalf  of  the  secret  committee,  con- 
tutted  to  lade  the  said  brigantine  for  some  port  or  ports  in  EurDpe,  and  to 
fij  for  her  here  at  thecate  of  500  dollars  per  month :  that  the  said  brqgan* 
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tine  was  valued  at  7000  dollars,  which  sum  the  said  agents  insured  to  the 
said  owners*  and  agreed  to  nay  them  over  and  above  the  monthly  hire,  tf  it 
shoald  happen  that  the  saia  bri^ntine  should  be  seized,  taken,  sunk,  or 
otherwise  ciestrojed,  bj  the  enemies  of  the  United  States :  that  the  said  bri- 
gantine  was  laden  with  tobacco,  and  other  articles  of  merchandise  on  account 
of  the  United  States,  and  arrived  safe  with  her  cargo  in  the  port  of  Nantes, 
in  France :  that  she  sailed  from  thence  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  September, 
1777,  with  a  cargo  of  salt,  on  account  of  the  United  States,  and  proceeded  on 
her  voyage  until  she  arrived  on  the  coast  of  North -Carolina :  that  she  met 
with  several  storms,  by  which  she  was  greatly  damaged  in  her  masts,  yards, 
sails,  and  rigging :  that  the  people  on  board  were  in  distress  for  want  of 
provisions  and  water ;  all  which  induced  the  captain  of  her  to  put  into  the 
island  of  Bermuda :  that  she  arrived  at  Somerset,  in  the  said  island,  on  tlie 
4th  day  of  December,  1777,  when  the  captain  applied  to  Henry  Tucker,  esq. 
who  advised  him  to  unload  the  said  brigantine  and  strip  her  of  all  her  sails, 
rigging,  cables,  and  other  materials :  that  he  unladed  and  stnpt  her  accord- 
inglyy  and  put  every  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Mr.  Tucker :  that  it 
appears  that  the  hull  of  the  said  brig  was  seized  and  taken  by  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  and  fitted  out,  in  order  to  carry  to  Great-Britain  part  of 
the  cargo  and  crew  of  a  ship  that  had  been  cast  away  on  Bermuda^  in  her 
passage  from  Jamaica' to  London :  that  it  further  appears,  that  Hewes  and 
Smith,  agents  as  aforesaid,  are  bound  by  the  said  charter-party  to  pay  to  the 
owners  of  the  said  brigantine  tIA  amount  of  the  said  valuation,  and  the 
monthly  hire,  until  the  day  the  said  brigantine  was  so  seized  and  taken;  and 
that  tlie  account  of  the  said  valuation  and  hire,  exclusive  of  the  said  brig^^ 
disbursements  in  France,  amount  to  10,534  15-90  dollars:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  10,534  15-90  dollars  be  paid  to  Messrs.  Hewes 
&  Smith,  agents  as  aforesaid,  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  valuation  and  month- 
ly hire  of  tiie  brigantine  Commerce,  exclusive  of  her  disbursements  in 
France,  asreeably  to  the  charter-party  entered  into  by  them  with  the  owners 
of  tiie  said  brisantine ;  the  said  Hewes  &  Smith  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

According  to  order,  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  and 
sentence  of  the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-een.  Lee,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Wednes- 
day next. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  24,  1778. 

A  letter,  ot  the  S2d,  from  Mons.  de  Vrigny,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  Messrs.  Penet  and  Coulou,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred,  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  respecting  col.  G.  Morgan,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  memorial  from  Griffin  Greene  &  Co.  brought  in  a 
report,  which  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  committee  confer  with 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  and  report  generally. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be  added  to  the  committee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  commissioners  of  claims,  at  the  board  of 
treasury,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Eesolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  hire  a  good  and 
trusty  clerk  for  the  commissioners  of  claims,  and  that  the  foregoing  letter 
bo  referred  to  the  said  board. 
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Some  further  instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  coart  of 
France  were  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  debate, 

Orderai,  That  the  same  be  re*cominitted«  and  that  Mr.  Doer  be  added  to 
the  coauDittee. 

Adjouned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  October  26, 1778. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  prepare  nn  answer  to  the 
ktter  from  the  governor  of  Havanna. 
A  letter  from  Mons.  de  Vrigny  was  read : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referr^  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
An  appeal  from  tiie  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey,  on  the  libel  **  Yelverton  Taylor,  &c.  versus  sloop  Lark,"  was  lodged 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter  of  the  24th,  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 
Beeohed^  That  count  Pulaski's  legion  and  all  the  cavalry  at  or  near  Tren- 
ton, be  ordered,  forthwith,  to  repair  to  Sussex  court-house,  there  to  wait  the 
onlcr  of  gen.  Washington ;  and  that  the  president  write  a  letter  to  the  general, 
inf<»mifl|;  him  of  this  resolution,  and  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  ordering 
the  cavalry  to  some  place  or  places,  where  they  may  be  easily  supplied  with 
forage. 

Ordertd,  That  so  much  of  count  Pulaski's  letter  as  relates  to  blankets,  be 
referred  to  the  board  of  war.  ^ 

A\ettK,of  theSlst.from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read,  enclosing 
a  letter  to  him  from  Dr.  Griffith,  with  sundry  affidavits  relative  to  the  mas- 
sacre of  col.  Baylor's  regiment,  oh  the  27th  of  September  last : 

Oriertdy  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  the  massacre,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 
A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gov.  Livingston,  on  the  same  subject*  was  read. 
A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gov.  Trumbull,  and  one,  of  the  15th,  from 
Gossinus  Erkelins,  with  a  paper  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 
A  letter,  of  tiie  15th,  from  Joshua  Huntington,  and  one  from  Christo- 
pher ffele,  were  read : 
Ordertd^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  memorial  from  Robert  Jewell,  was  read  : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read :      v  .? 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  tq^the  board  of  treasury  :  *'<w-  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  Mons.  Bedaulx,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
MB,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Scudder. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  William  Pynchon,  esa.  treasurer  of  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  es^.  commissary -general  -of  purchases,  for  400  dollars,  which 
the  general  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county,  ordered  to  be  paid  by 
Malcolm  Henrj,  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  convicted  of  stealing  lead 
to  the  value  oi  iS  40,  the  property  of  the  United  States ';  the  said  commissa- 
ry-nneral  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered^  That  a  vrarrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  Pennsylvania,  for  35,000  dollars  ;  and  another 
warrant  on  the  treasurer,  for  25,000  dollars,  in  favor  of  col.  6.  Morgan,  for 
the  purchase  of  cattle  made  by  his  direction  for  the  troops  of  the  western 
frontier;  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  sums  aforesaid. 
Asolvedg  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  pub- 
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lication  of  such  matters  relating  to  the  disputes,  petitions,  and  negotiations 
to  and  with  the  court  of  Great-Bntain,  and  such  notes  and  expiaiiations  there- 
Mi  as  to  them  shall  appear  proper ;  and  tliat  they  agree  with  the  printer  for 
1300  copies  of  such  publication,  on  account  of  Consress :  the  membefs  cbo* 
sen»  Mr.  6.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

The  committee  having  again  brought  in  a  draught  of  further  instoictions  to 
Ae  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France, 
the  same  were  agreed  to. 
^  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bartlett  be  added  to  the  medical  committee : 

That  Mr.  M.  Smith  be  added  to  the  committee  of  commerce : 

That  Mr.  Ellsworth  be  added  to  the  committee  of  appeals. 
.  Whereas  great  public  injury  arises  from  the  present  purchases  of  wheat  in 
tiie  forage  department : 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  future,  no  wheat  be  purchased  for  foraee  by  aoj 
person,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  unless  Congress  shall  order  other- 
wise. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Rhode-* 
Island,  on  the  libel  ''Jonathan  Tredwell,  &c.  versus  schooner  Hawke,"  was 
lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Griffia  Greene* 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  whenever  it  maybe  necessary  to  employ  merchant  vessels 
on  account  of  these  United  StatiA^  the  sauie  ought  to  be  chartered  rather  thaa 
purchased  ;  and  that  the  commissary -general,  aeentor  contractor,  on  behalf 
of  these  United  States,  if  he  shall,  at  any  time,  nnd  it  expedient  to  take  into 
the  service  of  government  vessels  to  be  employed  as  transports  on  the  high 
seas,  and  such  vessels  cannot  be  obtained  without  insurance  on  the  part  of 

SDvernment,  shall  cause  the  value  thereof  to  be  ascertained  by  three  reputa* 
e  men,  having  knowledge  in  such  business,  on  oath  and  under  their  hands 
and  seals ;  which  said  valuation  shall  be  inserted  in  the  charter  psrty,  and 
any  loss  that  may  arise  to  the  owner  or  owners,  by^  means  of  the  enemy,  shall 
be  paid  according  to  the  common  course  of  insurance* 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  6f  New- 
Jersey,  on  the  libel  "  Samuel  Ingersol,  &c.  versus  schooner  Lovely  Nancy/' 
was  lodged  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals* 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  October  2r,  177S. 

A  letter,  of  the  S6th,  from  count  Pulaski,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table.  ^ 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Danbury,  was  read, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed ;  Wnereupon, 

Ordered,  That  general  Gates  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  Re- 
specting lord  Balcarras. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  indul- 
gence of  paroles  have  been  granted  to  the  prisoners  of  the  convention  of  Sa* 
ratoga,  in  consideration  of  money  paid  and  received  for  the  same  : 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  request  them  to  enquire  into  this  matter : 

That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  in- 
formation Lthe  members  chosen,  Mr.S.  Adams,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr*  Sherman* 
and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  tlie  11th,  from  Mr.  D.  Waterbury,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  commission,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister 
plenipotentiary  and  consul-general  of  France,  ^pointing  Mous*  d'Anemour^ 
consul  of  France  in  the  state  of  Maryland^  was  laid  before  Congress: 
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Ordend^  That  the  same  l»e  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that 
HieT  take  tibe  proper  measures  to  notify  the  same  to  the  state  of  Maryland. 

A  letter,  ot  the  2Gth,  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was 
read,  mentioning  the  request  of  Mons.  le  Vienne  for  leave  to  go  to  France, 
and  to  have  a  commission  in  lieu  of  the  hrevet  already  granted  him. 

Amidier  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read^ 
takiDg  leave  of  Congress,  and  also  another  letter,  without  date,  from  the  mar- 
quis, was  read : 

Otia^t  That  this  last  be  referred  to  the  committee  lately  appointed  to 
prepare  instructions  to  the  nunister  plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at  the 
cMrt  of  Fiance. 

A  letter,  of  the  26tli»  from  R.  Peters,  a  member  of  the  board  of  war,  was 
read: 

Ordertd^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  clothier-general's 
department. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  capt.  Stoddard,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Besofoci,  That  the  sum  of  500  dollars  be  allowed  to  the  field  officers,  cap- 
tains and  subalterns,  chaplain  and  surgeon  of  the  light  dragoons  respective- 
lyyin  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  compensate  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses of  his  horse  and  equipment,  beyond  that  of  officers  of  the  like  rank  in 
the  infantnr ;  provided  always,  tliat  any  officer  receiving  such  sum  shall  be 
liaUe  to  refond  the  same  if  he  leaves  tfie  service  during  the  present  war. 

A  motion  beiQg  made  respecting  the  offictirs  of  colonel  Seth  Warner's  re- 
enent; 

Ordtrcd,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  tliey  write 
totbepsT-iBaster  eeneral  on  the  subject :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman^ 
Mr.  lLSfflitfa,and  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

Beaotctd,  That  major-general  lord  Stirling  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
to  permit  col.  Eeniah  Norton,  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  in  the  state  of  Massa- 
chosetts-Bay,  to  go  into  New- York,  and  that  a  flag  be  furnished  him  for 
that  purpose ;  and  that  he  be  permitted  to  return  when  he  shall  have  con- 
cluded his  business. 
The  committee  of  commerce  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
&9oked^  That  tobacco,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  be  shipped  for 
thapayment  of  the  debts  and  contracts  of  the  said  states : 

That  the  agents  in  North-Carolina  and  elsewhere,  adjust  and  settle  the 
accooats  of  their  transactions,  and  that  the  committee  of  commerce  take  pro- 
per Bieasares  to  effect  the  purposes  aforesaid : 

Tlat  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  take  care.of  the  commer- 
cial concerns  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  take 
s«di  steps  for  that  purpose  as  they  shall  deem  necessary. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  governor  of  Havan- 
Bt,  brooj^t  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

A  letter  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read,  giving  an  account  of 
the  brave  conduct  Of  Mons.  Tousard,  captain  in  the  regiment  of  artillerv  of 
la  Fer,  ta  taking  possession  of  a  piece  ot  artillery  from  the  enemy,  in  wfiich 
action  he  lost  his  right  arm  by  the  discharge  of  another  piece ;  Whereupon^ 
Ano/reil,  That  the  gallantry  of  Mons.  Tousard  in  the  late  action  on  Rhode- 
Island,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  applause ;  and  that  Congress,  in  consi- 
deratkm  of  his  Zealand  misfortune,  do  promote  the  said  Mons.  Tousard  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  by  brevet, 
aad  that  he  do  receive  a  pension  of  30  dollars  per  month,  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  during  his  life. 

Whereas,  Messrs.  Gimat,  de  Noirmont,  Capitaine,  and  la  Columbe,  have 
Wen  put  to  great  expense  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  without  having 
^rtd  nskj  money  from  the  commissioners : 
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Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructioDB  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  be  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  said  persons  upon  the  expenses  thej  haire  incur- 
red, and  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Brice  and  Mr.  Neville,  aids-de-camp  to  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonels  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  by  brevet. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  28,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  Aug;u8t  17th,  from  T.  B.  Girardeau,  was  read,  informing,  that, 
on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health,  he  has  been  obliged  to  resign  his  com- 
mission of  deputy  commissary -general  of  issues  in  South -Carolina  and 
Georgia,  to  major-general  Howe,  who  has  appointed  Mr.  Mordecai  Shetfall 
to  act  as  deputy  commissary-gen.  of  issues  m  his  stead,  till  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  shall  be  known ;  also,  a  letter  of  August  19th,  from  Mordecai  Shet- 
fall, and  one  of  August  25th,  from  G.  Walton,  esq^.  were  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Girardeau  be  accepted ;  and 
that  the  consideration  of  confirming  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Shetfall  be 
postponed : 

That  so  much  of  Mr.  Sbetfall's  letter  as  relates  to  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  D.  Franks,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  by 
what  process  it  may  be  proper  to  take  cognizance  of  D.  Franks's  offence. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  lieutenant  Gerard,  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  brigadier  Hand,  and  a  journal  of  lieutenant-colonel  Butler's 
expedition  to  Unandilla  and  Onea^ua^a : 

Ordered,  That  the  extract  of  brigadier  Hand's  letter,  with  so  much  of  the 
general's  letter  as  relates  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who 
are  directed  to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Duer : 

That  the  journal  of  colonel  Butler  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intel- 
ligence. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from 
lieutenant-colonel  Vrigny,  report. 

That  they  have  taken  into  consideration  the  claim  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Vrigny,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  no  pay  ought  to  be  allowed  to  lieut.  col. 
Vrigny  from  the  1st  Jay  of  June,  1777,  to  the  end  of  January,  1778,  during 
which  time  he  served  as  a  volunteer ;  that  he  be  referred  to  the  pay-master 
general,  who  is  directed  to  see  that  the  balance  due  to  him  for  his  pay  and 
subsistence  from  the  1st  day  of  February,  be  adjusted  and  discharged : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  larther  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  major-general 
Arnold,  for  8000  dollars,  in  consequence  of  his  letter  to  the  auditor-general, 
representing  this  sum  due  to  him  on  account ;  he  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Philip  Minis,  for  6919) 
dollars,  it  being  so  much  advanced  by  him  to  the  late  Mr.  Kennon,  deceased, 
acting  pay-master  and  commissary  to  the  Virginia  and  North -Carolina  troops 
in  the  state  of  Georgia,  as  appears  by  certificates  of  the  said  pay -master  and 
major-general  Howe,  then  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department 
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uid  tliAt  the  account  of  the  said  William  Kennon,  deceased,  be  charged  with 
^e  Slim  aforesaid : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mons.  Florean  Charles 
liey,  for  10,778  dollars,  to  answer  a  draught  of  major-general  R.  Howe,  of 
the  26di  of  August  last,  on  the  president  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  Mons. 
John  pMrei,  for  sundry  military  stores  purchased  of  him  to  this  amount  by 
g^ocni  Howe,  for  continental  service  hi  the  state  of  Geoi^;  and  that  a 
oopv  of  the  said  account  be  entered  and  filed  in  the  wac  office : 

isat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  raperintend  the  publication  of  matters  relating  to  the  disputes,  petitions 
and  Kgotiationa  to  and  with  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  for  the  sum  of  1200 
dollars,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  in  the  business :  the  said  committee  to  be 
accountable. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  thecommissioaers  of  claims,  theau- 
ditor-genec^  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  captain-lieutenant  Jonathan  Brewer,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania regiment  of  artillery,  commanded  by  col.  Proctor,  for  his  pay  and  ra- 
tions or  subsistence  from  the  1st  of  September,  1 777,  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1778,  most  of  which  time  he  was  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  a  balance 
of  615  7-90  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  estate  of  Robert  Ritchie,  deceased,  for  his  pay  as 
sue  of  the  commissioners  of  claims,  from  the  12th  of  April  to  the  12th  of 
Scomber,  1778,  616  dollars : 

TVkattbere  is  due  to  David  Tew,  for  engraving  three  copperplates  for  bills 
ol  exchange,  160  dollars,  and  for  repiuring  two  of  the  same,  53  30-90  dollars, 

ffiakiDgio  the  whole,  SI  3  50-90  dollars : 
Or£nd^  lliat  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Coi^ress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  some  time  being  spent  thereon, 

Adjoamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  October  29, 1778. 

The  committee  to.  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from  D- 
Fnaks,  brou^t  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordend,  ihat  D.  Franks,  esq.  be  turnished  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  of 
the  18th,  to  his  brother  Moses  Franks. 

Retohed,  That  the  board  of  war  shall  consist  ot  three  commissioners, 
win  are  not  members  of  Coneress;  and  two  members  of  Congress;  and 
tiuce  or  more  of  them,  who  shaTl  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  board. 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  and  called  for  in  writing ;  after  being 
redaced  to  writing,  and  before  it  was  read  from  the  chair,  an  objection  was 
oade  against  taking  it  intoxonsideration,  as  being  contrary  to  the  order, 
tisgning  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  to  the  business  of  finance : 

On  the  question,  tiuit  the  motion  can  be  admitted  ; 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  6.  Morris, 


Xn^Tvrk, 


"vpmti. 


Mr.  Btftlett, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 

deny, 

horeUf 

Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant^ 
Mr.  Sherman, 

EUswotth, 
Mr.  Buer, 

O.  Mom% 
Mr.  Bobeideau, 

Clmgan, 
Mr.  a  H.  Lee, 


no  )^o    I  N.'Carokna, 


S.'CaroBnOt 


vot.  iir. 


z 


no 

no^tio 

noj 


GeoTfifl, 


Mr.  Penn, 
Hamett, 
Wimamt, 

Mr.  LAurena,  as  president^ 
desired  to  be  excusedf 
the  house  having  un- 
dertaken to  determiae 
the  question  of  order. 
Drayton,  f^} 
Hutson,  noy^^ 

Mr.  Telfair,  ^Ina 

Langwortby,  fi«5" 
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So  It  passed  in  the  negntive. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  a  person  is  nominated  to  any  oflBce,  his  name, 
together  with  that  of  the  person  nominating  him,  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

A  mation  was  ^made,  that,  upon  an  election^  an  entry  be  made  of  the 
states  that  shall  respectively  ballot  for  any  person  so  nominated : 

Resolved^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Congress  proceeded  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  officers  in  the  treasury-office : 
and  thereupon, 

Memdvedt  That  the  salary  of  the  comptroller  be  4000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  salary  of  the  treasurer  be  4000  dollars  per  annum : 

That  the  salary  of  the  auditor  be  3500  dollars  per  annum  t 

That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  commissioners  of  accounts  be  3000  dollars 
per  annum. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  October  30.  \77B. 

A  letter, of  the  22d,  from  brigadier  Stark,  was  read. 

A  letter  from  the  chevalier  deMaduitdu  Plessis,  lieutenant-colonel  of 
artillery ;  also  a  letter  of  the  )4th,  from  major-general  baron  de  R.alb,  and 
one  of  the  2 1st,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  a  recommendation  of  the  che- 
valier, were  read : 

Ordered^  That  tliey  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  6.  Morris  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  27tli,  from  the  marquis  de  layTayette,  be 
referred  to  the  said  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the 
commissioners  of  accounts  in  the  northern  department,  whioh  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  tne  treasurer  in  favor  ot  Mr.  James 
Lovell,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  1500  dollars, 
advanced  upon  his  application,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  said  state : 

That  a  warrftnt  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  pay-master  of  the 
board  of  War  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  by  him  transmitted 
to  William  Palfrey,  esq.  pay -master  general,  for  the  use  of  his  department ; 
who  is  to  be  accoun^ble  : 

That  a  warrant  is|ue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens, 
for  3500  dollars,  to  answer  three  sets  of  exchange,  viz.  No.  3,  for  2000  dol- 
lars, No^  13«  for  1000,  and  No.  29,  for  500  dollars  t  drawn  br  William  Ken 
■on,  deceased,  in  favor  of  David  Flower,  and  bearinf^  date  the  14th  of  April 
1777  i  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  said  Wilham  Kennoo,  deceased : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.  Harnett,  for 
$500  dollars,  to  answer  five  sets  of  exchange.  No.  25  and  26,  for  1000  dol- 
lars each.  No.  33, 34,  35,  for  500  dollars  each ;  drawn  by  the  late  William 
Kennon,  deceased,  in  fitvor  of  David  Flower,  and  bearing  date  the  14th  of 
April  1777;  and  that  the  said  sum  of  3,500  dollars  be  charged  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  W.  Kennon,  deceased. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Samuel  Hillq;as,  for  160 
dollars,  in  foil  for  his  signing  loan-office  certificates. 

Ill  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  it  dae  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  col.  L.  Nicola^s  regiment 
of  invalids,  for  rations  and  parts  of  rations  retaiqed  from  their  first  establish- 
ment to  the  31st  of  May,  1778,  a  balance  of  688  50-90  dollars,  as  more  fully 
smears  by  a  ^rticular  state  filed  with  his  account : 

That  iktre  is  due  to  the  following  gentlemen,  to,  at,  and  from  camp,  when 
^ent  as  a  committee  of  Congress  in  the  past  summeri  viz. 
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To  Mr.  J.  Re€d,  inclttdiog  the  eKpenaet  of  entertainiog  some  officero» 
SOI  1^90  dollars  ;  to  Mr.  J.  Banister*  148  72-90  dollars ;  to  Mr.  R.  8her- 
nan,  101 90-90  dollars ;  making  in  the  whole»  451  24-90  dollars  ; 

TVil  ttere  is  due  to  Fraocis  Hopkinsoti,  esq.  his  pa j  as  treasurer  of  loaas^ 
frMi  Mj  2rth  to  September  £6th,  1778,  inclusive,  500  dollars : 

Tbat  &ere  in  due  to  Patrick  M^Cldskj,  for  his  pajr  as  express  rider,  from 
Jaoiiiy  1st  to  October  Slst,  1777,  a  balance  of  418  dollars. 

(kia^,  Tluit  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  Nicholas  Depoi,  JohnChambers»  Benjamin  Van 
Camp,  and  otHers,  directed  to  his  honor  Geoi|^  Bryan,  esq.  was  laid  before 
Coit^reas,  and  read*  together  with  two  affidavits  therein  enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  gen.  Washington,  who  is  directed 
to  take  Older  thereon. 

By  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  MANIFESTO. 

The  United  States  having  been  driven  to  hostilities  by  the  oppressive  and 
tyrsnaous  measures  of  Great-Britain ;  having  been  compelled  to  commit  the 
essential  rights  of  man  to  the  decision  of  anns ;  and  having  been  at  length 
forced  to  shake  off  a  yoke  which  had  grown  too  burthensome  to  bear ;  they 
declared  themselves  free  and  independent. 

Confiding  ta  tiie  justice  of  their  caqse ;  confiding  in  Him,  who  disposes  of 
hjumu  events ;  although  weak  and  unprovided,  they  set  die  power  of  their 
enemies  itdefiance. 

In  this  cssfidence  &ey  have  continued  through  the  various  fortunes  of 
three  hioudj  campaigns*  unawed  by  the  power,  unsubdued  by  the  barbarity 
aTtfoirfoes.  Their  virtuous  citizens  have  borne,  without  repining,  the  loss 
of  mtsy  things  which  make  life  desirable.  Their  brave  troops  have  patiently 
endured  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  a  situation  fruitful  in  both,  beyond 
former  example. 

The  Congress  considering  themselves  bound  to  love  their  enemies,  as 
^ildren  of  that  Being  who  is  equally  the  Father  of  All ;  and  desirots,  since 
they  eeaid  not  prevent,  at  least  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of  war,  have 
sCaJied  to  spare  those  who  were  in  arras  against  them,  and  to  listen  the 
chains  of  captivity. 

»  The  conduct  or  those  serving  under  the  king  of  €hreat-Britain  hath,  with 
tome  few  exceptions,  been  diametrically  opjrasite.  They  have  laid  waste 
the  open  country,  burned  the  defenceless  villages,  and  butchered  the  citiiens 
oC  America. 

Their  prisons  have  been  the  slaughter-houses  of  her  soldiers,  their  shms 
ef  her  seamen ;  and  the  severest  injuries  liave  been  aggravaited  by  toe 
grossest  insults. 

Foiled  in  their  vain  attempts  tosubjogate  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  free- 
dom, they  have  meanly  assailed  the  representatives  of  America  with  bribes, 
vith  deceit,  and  the  servility  of  adulation.  They  have  made  a  mock  of  reli- 
gion by  impious  appeals  to  Ood,  whilst  in  the  violation  of  tus  sacred  com- 
mand. They  have  made  a  mock  even  of  reason  itself,  by  endeavoring  to 
prove  that  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  America  could  safely  be  entrust^  to 
ihote  who  have  sold  their  own,  unawed  by  the  sense  of  virtue  or  of  shame. 

Treated  with  the  contempt  which  such  conduct  deserved,  they  have  ap-~ 
plied  to  individuals.  They  have  solicited  them  to  bredL  the  bonds  of  alle- 
giance, and  imbue  their  souls  with  the  blackest  crimes.  But  fearing  that 
none  could  be  found  through  these  United  States  equal  to  the  wickedness  of 
(heir  purpose^  to  iaiuence  weak  minds  they  have  threatened  more  wide 

devastation. 
yflalt  Ae  shadow  of  hope  remained  that  our  enemies  could  be  taught  by 
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oar  example,  to  respect  those  laws  which  are  held  sacred  among  civilized 
nations,  and  to  comply  with  the  dictates  of  a  reli^n  which  the^  pretend  in 
common  with  us  to  believe  and  revere,  they  have  ^n  left  to  the  influence  of 
that  religion  and  that  example.  But  since  their  incorrigible  dispositions  can- 
not be  touched  by  kindness  and  compassion,  it  becomes  our  duty  by  other 
means  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  humaility. 

We,  therefore,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,,do  solemnly 
declare  and  proclaim,  that  if  our  enemies  presume  to  execute  their  threats, 
or  persist  in  their  present  career  of  barbarity,  we  will  take  such  exemplary 
veneeance,  as  shall  deter  others  from  a  like  conduct.  We  appeal  to  that 
God  who  searcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions  : 
and  in  his  holy  presence  declare,  that  as  we  are  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hasty  suggestions  of  anger  or  revenge,  so,  through  every  possible  change  of 
fortune,  we  will  adhere  to  this  our  determination. 

Done  in  Congress,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  30th  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -eight 
Attest.    C.  T.  Secretary.  H.  L.  President. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  October  S^,'177B. 

A  member  having  informed  the  house,  that  he  had  received  intelligence  of 
frauds  and  abuses  said  to  be  practised  by  certain  individuals  in  the  quarter- 
master geueraPs  department. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  strict  enquiry 
into  the  same,  and  to  report  specially  to  Congress  :  and  that  the  member  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  said  committee  the  particulars  of  the  information 
he  has  received:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr. 
Sherman. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  New-Or- 
leans, brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon,. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  be  referred'  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  letter,  of  the  d6th,from  Adam  Ferguson,  secretary  to  the  commissioners 
from  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  a  letter  of  August  l£th,  from  the  hon.  J. 
Adams,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  reail: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board  forth- 
with make  a  return  of  the  officers  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  that  have 
been  exchanged,  and  for  whom. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  |;eneral  Washington,  was  read,  with  a  paper 
enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan 
for.  proeuring  reinforcements :  that  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  added  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th»  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  with  a  report  en- 
closed of  ^v.  Clinton,  sen.  Schuyler,  and  brigadier  Hand,  on  the  sulject  of 
an  enterprize  against  Chemung :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  reasons  for  not  undertaking  for  the 
present  an  expedition  against  that  place. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 
committee,  on  their  application,  for  150,000  dollars,  to  be  by  them  transmit- 
ted to  the  navy -board  for  the  eastern  district,  for  the  use  of  their  depart- 
ment ;  the  marine  committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  toe  navy-boards  in  the  eastern  and 
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middle  departments  be  allowed  a  salary  of  3000  dollars  per  annum  each,  in 
considcntion  of  the  eztenuTe  business  of  their  departments. 

ConmM  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  board  of  war 
and  oidBssce,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  col.  R.  H.  Harrison  was  elected, 
ha^io^  keen  preTionsly  nominated  bj  Mr.  Duer. 

Rmlved^  That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nsBce  be  2000  dollars  per  annum. 

Mflreci,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  secretary  for  the 
teardof  war  and  ordnance. 

The  delegates  from  New-Hampshire  laid  before  Congress  the  credentials 
of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

«  STATE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 

'^  In  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  August  19,  1778. 

^  Besolveii,  and  voted,  that  the  hon.  Josiah  Bartlett,  John  Wentworth, jun. 
UTiWiaia  Whipple,  and  George  Frost,  esqrs.  be  and  hereby  are  chosen  and 
appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  the  Continental  Congress,  to  be 
holdea  for  the  United  States  of  America,  in  November  next,  and  that  any 
two  of  tbera  have  full  power  to  represent  this  state  in  the  said  Congress  for 
one  year^  from  the  1st  of  November  next,  unless  sooner  recalled,  or  super* 
wded  by  order  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state. 
"^  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

^'  JOHN  DUDLEY,  Sftaker  fro.  tern. 

^^IsCorvciL,  the  same  day,  read  and  concurred, 

"E.  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
"  Copy  examined  by  "  E.  THOMSON,  Secretary.'^ 

Orimd^  lliat  Mr.  Bartlett  have  leave  of  absence. 
(Mervcf,  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  have  leave  of  absence, 
Ordendt  That  the  memorial  of  capt  Harper  and  the  papers  relative 
thereto,  be  delivered  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 
Ailjoiimed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  J^ovemher  2,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  October  27th,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski,  was  read : 

Orimdt  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Christopher  Hele,  was  read. 

A  letter  of  October  30th,  from  William  Killen,  chief  justice  of  the  state 
sCDeiawaref  was  read,  with  sundry  affidavits  enclosed  : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  enquire 
iBlstbe  abuses  in  the  quarter-master  seneraPs  department. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  trom  the  council  o^New -Jersey,  w^s  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copv  thereof  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  take  order  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  October  27th,  from  eov.  Johnson,  was  read,  enclosing  one  of 
Jaly  16di,  to  him  from  the  hon.  A.  Lee,  at  Paris : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  di- 
rected to  confer  thereon  with  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary 
oC¥rance :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  S. 


A  letter,  of  October  27th,  from  Mr.  President  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  and 
one  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  from  Mr.  J.  M'Kinley,  with  sundry  pa- 
pers enclosed,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  September  2£d,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read : 
'Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
]rfaa  for  procuring  reinforcements.  ^  -  -^ 
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Another  letter,  of  September  SSd,  from  major-general  Howe,  was  read: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  m  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen^ Mr.  Duer,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr,  Telbir. 

A  letter,  of  August  let,  from  col.  Malcolm,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  a  chaplain  be  appointed  to  the  garrisons  in  the  poets  oa 
Hudson's  river,  in  the  Highlands,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay 
and  subsistence  as  a  brigade  chaplain : 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken^  die  Rev. 
Mr.  Jonn  Mason  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  garrisons  in  the  said  posts  t 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  October  8th,  from  gov. 
Trumbull,  and  the  memorial  of  William  Hoskins,  broaght  in  a  report: 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

A  memorial  from  lieutenant-colonel  Oswala,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to 
resign  his  commission  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  corps  of  artillery ;  Where- 
upon, it  was  moved. 

That  the  memorial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangement,  and  that  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  transmit  *Jto 
the  said  committee  the  principles  upon  which  was  grounded  the  determina- 
tion of  the  board  of  general  officers,  convened  to  adjust  the  relative  rank 
betwiit  col.  Lamb  and  col.  Harrison,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald  and 
lieutenant-colonel  Carrington,  toeether  with  a  state  of  the  claims  of  the 
respective  officers  above-mentioned ;  and  that  the  committee  report  to  Con- 
gress on  the  premises  as  soon  as  possible : 

That  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald,  that 
Congress,  having  ordered  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  principles  upon 
which  the  board  of  general  officers  settled  the  relative  rank  oetwixt  himself 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Carrington,  they  cannot  for  the  present  accept  his 
resignation. 

I^ie  previous  question  being  moved, 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Massa'tUS'Baff,   Mr.  S.Adams, 

Gerry, 
Ix>veU, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Maichant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Duer, 
G.  Morrifl^ 


jRhode^ltlandf 
Connecticut, 

J^etO'Tork, 

JVevhJenep, 
FamsyloaMa, 


Mr.  Withenpoon,  oy  ^cy 
Mr.  Hoberdeau,     o^  > 


«y 


Virginia, 
N.-Carokna, 


S.^CaroUna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Heniy, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.Penn, 

Harnett, 

WiUianM, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  TeUair, 

Lai^worthy, 


Clingan, 

So  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 

A  motion  was  then  made, 

That  the  memorial  be  referred  to  gen.  Washington,  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  report  his  opinion  thereon,  together  with  the  grouuds  on  which  the  board 
of  general  officers  determined  the  relative  rank  of  the  memorialist  and  lies- 
tenant-colonel  Carrington,  and  the  difference  between  the  cases  of  colonels 
Lamb  and  Harrison,  and  of  lieutenant-colonels  Carrington  and  Oswald : 

To  which  the  previous  question  was  moved. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer, 


Mma'sO&^Baxf,  Ifr.  Gory, 

LoveU, 


Mode^Jaland, 
Conneedatt, 

New'Torh, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

EUsworth, 
Hfr.  Duer, 

O.  Morris^ 


N&oJenty, 
PamtyhonUk 

Maryland, 
N,^CanUna, 


Mr.  Witheripooii,49  ^^ 
Mr.  Hoberdeau,     ay  > 

Cliqgan,         alf\ 
Mr.  Henry, 
Kr.Penn, 

Harnett, 

^ViUiams, 


ay\^ 
M«>fio 

my 
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S^-CrnvKma,  Mr.  t^Mirens,         no^         |  Creorgia,  Mr.  TelfaU*,  ^^l  tw 

Drayton,         oy^ay    I  lAn^pvorthy,  na^ 

Hata<iiiy  ay  J        \ 

So  fte  Bain  question  was  set  aside. 

AhmCwd  was  then  made,  that  the  resignation  of  lieutenant-colonel  Car- 
nngtn  bp  accepted : 

At  (iie  desire  of  South-Carolinay  the  determination  of  that  question  was 
fo$tpooed  till    to- morrow, 
ild^oarned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow/ 

TUESDAY,  JWreroftfr  S,  1778. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress : 

A  letter^  of  October  34th,  from  governor  Trumbull,  was  read,  advising, 
that  he  kss  drawn  on  the  president  of  Congress  for  50,000  dollars,  and  en- 
cloan^^ebill : 

Or£rai»  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  memorial  from  colonel  Gridle  j,  was  read : 

OHerei  T%at  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  :  the  members  cho- 
teB,Mr.Scadder,  Mr.  Collins  aud  Mr.  Holten. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  enclosing  a  list  of  officers  exchanged,  was 
read. 

AWtter,  of  Angust  1st,  from  Abraham  Livingston,  continental  agent  in 
Smiik -Carolina,  was  read,  requesting  leave  of  absence,  for  reasons  therein 
setfocth: 

Badndy  That  Mr.  A.  Livingston  have  leave  of  absence. 
Orienij  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
Afi  extract  from  the  journals  of  the  general  assembly  of  South -Carolina 
was  laid  before  Conere^s,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  September 
SSdyCrom  major-general  Howe,  and  that  the  commitiee  report  to-morrow. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brouglit  in  a  rejiort ;  Whereupon, 
ihdend.  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 
conoittee,  for  5000  dollars  advanced  upon  their  application  the  29th  of  Oc- 
tober for  contingent  expenses  ;  the  saia  committee  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Uie  resolution  fixing  the  salary  of  the  auditor- 
Roeral  at  3500  dollars  oer  annum,  be  re-considered,  and  that  the  salary  of 
meaaditor-general  be  lixed  at  4000  dollars  per  annum : 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 


Umt^MiiB  Bay»  Kr.  Oeny,  ay-) 

LoTcll,  wt^no 

Holtea,  ftoj 

M^Mmdy      Mr.  Maichant,  m  yno 

CmmtAimt^        Mr.  8lienn«n,  oo>    ^ 

Klbworth,  fio5 

ilbp-fM^  Mr.  Duer,  ay 

G.  Mom^  ay 

yew^Jieneft        Mr.  Scudder,  no 

PanughamOf     Mr.  Boberdeau,  no  7 

5 


iay 

yno 


ClingM,  no 


Delaware,  Mr.  M'Kean, 

Maryland^  Mr.  Henry, 

FtrgmiOf  Mr.  M.  Smith, 

North-CaroUruh  Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 
Williuns, 

SouihFCaroSna^  Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthew^ 
Hutson, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Telfoir, 

Langworthy,  ay 


8o  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  question  lost. 

Amotion  was  then  made  to  re-consider  the  resolution  for  settling  the  salary 
of  the  comptroller:  Question  put,  passed  in  the  n^ative. 

Conmss  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  treasury,  and,  the 
ballotsbetng  taken,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  elected  comptroller,  having 
been  previousij  nominated  by  Mr.  Gerrv :  John  Gibson  was  elected  auditor, 
having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Sherman :  Michael  Hillegas  was 
elcctra treasurer, having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  S.  Adams: 
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.a: 


James  Milligan, 
William  Govett, 
Resolve  Smith, 
Peter  Philips, 
James  Wells, 
William  Geddes^ 


Commisaioners  of  the  chambers  of  accomits, 
having  been  previously  nominated  by 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Getry, 
, .      Mr.  G.  Morris, 
]      Mr.  Marchant, 
I      Mr.  Duer, 
L    Mr.M'Kean. 


The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  October  Srth,  from 
the  marquis  de  la  Fajette,  and  the  letter  of  the  chevalier  Maduit  du  Plessi^, 
witii  the  papers  relating  thereto,  brought  in  a  report : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  resolution,  viz. 

That  a  brevet  commission  of  colonel  of  artillenr  be  Ranted  to  the  cheva- 
lier Maduit  du  Plessis,  lieutenant-colonel  of  artillerv  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  as  a  testimonial  of  the  high  sense  which  Congress  entertain  of 
his  zeal,  bravery  and  good  conduct*  displayed  on  many  occasions,  aod  par- 
ticularly of  the  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  the  action  of  Mon- 
mouth, on  the  28th  of  June  last: 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 


MdMta'tUt-JBatff  Mr.  Gerry, 

Iiovell, 


JRhodC'J^land, 
Cvimecticut, 

Peniuyhania, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchaint, 

Collins, 
l^Ir.  Sherman, 

Elbworth, 
Mr.  Duer, 

G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 


Delaware, 

Firginia, 

N,'Caro&na, 

S.-CaroUna, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  M<K«an, 

Mr.  M.  Smi^ 

Bfr.  Penm, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 
Matthews, 
Hutson, 

Mr.  Telfair, 


^ 


Lanipvorthy,  no 


no 
no 

oy 

no 

«yl 

no  [  .. 

ffyj 

no 


i 


Clingan, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  re-committed ; 
That  Mr.  Love! I  be  added  to  the  committee,  and  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  ex- 
cused from  attending. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JWuemfter  4,  1778. 

The  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  and  consul  general  of 
France,  having  transmitted  to  Congress  a  commission  appointing  the  sieur 
Plombard,  consul  of  France  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  the  same  was 
read  and  confirmed : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee ;  that  they  register 
it  and  notifv  the  appointment  to  whom  it  may  concern,  and  return  the  com- 
misiiion  to  Mr.  Gerard. 

A  letter,  of  October  £6th,  from  brigadier  count  Pulaski ;  one  of  Novem- 
ber 3d,  from  Peter  Craig;  and  one  of  this  day,  from  Fohrer  and  Kleinsmit, 
were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mons.  L'Eclise,  and  a  petition  from  Prudent 
Junesse,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon^ 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Holten, 
one  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  1500  dollars,  ad- 
vanced upon  his  application ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
commissary-general  of  purchase8»  for  900,000  dollars^  for  the  use  of  his  de* 
partment ;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 
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US 


TkaAm  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  ia  favor  of  the  paj-master  of  the 

board  oC  war  and  ordnance,  for  500,000  dollars,  to  be  bj  him  transmitted  to 

Benjavna  Stelle,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  at  Providence ;  and  that  the  said 

suia  be  charged  to  Ebenezer  Hancock,  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the 

eastcni  district,  who  is  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  and  to  be 

accnalable: 

Amleed,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted  under  the 
direedoo  of  the  boanl  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States : 

Hat  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
u  dbe  enimioD  directed  on  the  26th  of  September  last,  and  be  numbered 
from  the  last  namber  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the 
I'oiloving  denominations,  viz. 


iS,455  biDs  of  the  denomination 

of60dollan  3,727^00 

45,455      doL  50  2,272,750 

45;I5S     do.  40  1,818,200 

45,435     do.  30  1,363,650 

45,455     do.  20  909,100 


45,455  bills  of  the  denomination 

of  8  dollan  363,640 

45,455      do.  7  318,185 

45,455      do.  5  227,275 


10,000,100 


Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Kenne- 
dy, for  50,000  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  by  his  excellency  Jona- 
t£an  Trumbull,  esq.  governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  dated  Hartford, 
October  £4th,  1778,  in  favor  of  Nathaniel  Shaw,  for  that  sum,  on  the  presi- 
dent eC  Congress  ;  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  be  accountable : 

TUat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
esq.coB«ssifj-geaerai  of  purchases,  for  2,300,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his 
dcnaftneot: 

Iht  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  continental 
foao-ofiice  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy 
difector-geaeral,  for  130,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  he  to 
be  accountable. 

A  uMiliiMi  being  made  respecting  the  medical  department, 

Ordend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee. 

Coogreis  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  attend  the  board  of 
war,  aad,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Matthews  were 
elected. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and 
Qfdnance,  and,  the  ballots  beine  taken,  major  Peter  Scull  was  elected,  having 
been  preTionsly  nominated  by  Mr.  Duer. 

CMsral,  That  SOO  copies  of  the  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of 
alfiace,  entered  into  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  United- 
Stata  of  America,  be  printed. 

Coorresa  proceeded  to  the  election  of  three  commissioners  of  the  navy 
board  in  the  middle  district,  and,  the  ballots  bein^  taken,  John  Wharton, 
Jamea  Beed,  and  William  Winder,  were  elected,  having  been  previously  no- 
minatetl  by  the  marine  committee. 

Remdved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  mana- 
gers of  the  lottery,  and  report  to  Congress  a  proper  allowance  for  their  ser- 
\ien :  die  members  chosen,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  iioberdeau,  and  Mr.  Holten. 

Ai^oumed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  J^ovember  5,  1778. 
Mr.  Whipple,  a  delegate  from  New-Hampshire,  attended  and  took  his  seat 

iaCoi^ress. 
A  letter,  of  October  dlst,  from  E.  Hinmiw,  kite  captain  of  the  Alfred,  waft 


Vou  IIU 


1^ 
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41 


a.1 


1 


A  letter,  of  October  SQt\\  from  gen.  Washingtuoi  with  sundrj  papers  en- 
closed, was  read  i 

OrderMdt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three.and  that  thejbe 
empowered  to  take  such  steps  thereon  as  thej  shall  think  proper :  the  mem« 
bers  chosen,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

A  letter,  of  October  Slst,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
letter  of  the  ISth  of  the  same  month,  from  John  Connolly :  i^ 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  J.  Connolly  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  ^-^ 
the  letter  of  September  15th,  from  Mr.  John  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners.      » 

A  letter,  of  October  SOth,  from  J.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  was  «^ 
read,  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  29tli  of  tlie  same  month,  to  him,  from  James  ., 
J)ick,  at  New-York : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho-  . 
sen,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

A  report  from  tne  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  three  companies  commanded  by  captains  Clu'ggage,      ,, 
Black,  and  M'Donald,  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylva-      .. 
nia,  be  re-inlisted  and  completed  to  their  full  complement,  for  the  space  of      -^ 
one  year,  from  the  15th  day  of  December  next,  unless  sooner  dischai^ged  by 
Consress.  ,\ 

That  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  inlisting  in  the  said  J 
companies,  receive  as  a  bounty  a  suit  of  clothes,  to  consist  of  the  articles  nsii* 
ally  allowed  the  continental  troops,  and  that  it  be  stipulated  with  the  ssid 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  so  inlisting,  tnat  they  shall  not  be 
removed  from  the  frontiers  of  the  said  state,  on  any  account  whatever,  ex- 
cept on  expeditions  against  the  Indians. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-col.  Gimat,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

The  committee  to  whom  a  report  on  the  letter  of  October  srth,  from  the 
marquis  dela  Fayette,  and  the  letter  from  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Plessis, 
with  the  papers  relative  thereto,  were  re-committed,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  thereupon  Congress  came  to  the       - 
following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Plessis,  lieutenant-colonel  of  artille- 
ry in  the  army  of  tlie  United  States,  apprehending  that  the  war  is  near  a       ^ 
conclusion  in  this  country,  is  desirous  of  returning  to  France,  to  offer  his       ' 
service  to  his  prince,  now  engaged  in  hostilities  with  oar  common  enemy : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  Plessis  have  leave  to  withdraw       * 
from  the  service  of  these  United  States,  and  that  the  president  give  him  a 
written  testimonial  of  the  high  sense  which  Congress  entertain  of  his  zeal, 
braverv,  and  good  conduct,  during  his  service  in  America* 

And  whereas  the  chevalier  came  out  from  France  at  his  own  expense,  and 
has  never  received  an  v  of  the  advances  and  gratuities  which  have  been  made 
to  the  other  officers  of  Mons.  du  Coudray's  corps : 

Resolved,  That  a  bill  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  in  favor  of  the  chevalier  de  Maduit 
du  Plessis,  for  5000  livres  toumois,  and  that  the  sum  of  900  dollars  be  ptid 
to  him,  the  same  to  be  in  full  of  all  gratuities  claimed,  or  demands  made  or 
to  be  made  by  him  against  these  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  an  honorary  certificate  of  his  zeal  and  services  be  given 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Gimat,  and  that  a  bill  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  tlie  mi-    - 
nister  plenipotentiarj^  of  the  United  States  at  Che  court  of  France,  in  f^^orot 
lieutenant-colonel  Gimat,  for  5000  livres  toornois,  and  that  the  sum  of  ^ 
dollars  be  paid  to  him  to  defray  his  expenses  to  the  port  of  embarkation. 

Resoivm,  That  the  commission  of  major  by  brevet  be  granted  t<i  Mons. 
Capitaine,  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  thatabill  of  ex- 
change for  2400  livres  tournois  be  drawn  on  the  minister  of  the  United 
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States  at  Paris,  in  favor  of  Mons.  Capitaine,  for  his  expenses  in  coining  to 
and retnniingirom  America. 

ResobM^  That  a  bill  of  exchange  for  1150  livres  tonrnois  be  drawn  on  the 
uiniflpter  ilbresaid,  in  favor  of  Mons.  de  la  Colombe,  for  his  expenses  in  coni- 
in^foaad  returning  from  America. 

Mmhedj  That  a  bill  of  exchange  for  1150  livres  toumois  be  drawn  on 
t&e  mmister  aforesaid,  in  favor  of  Mons.  Pontgibeau,  for'  his  expences  in 
coBO^  to  America,  and  for  his  return. 

Ob  moCioo.  Reaoivedj  That  John  Laurens,  esq.  aid-de-camp  to  gen.  W'ash- 
rngton,  be  presented  with  a  continental  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel,  in 
testimony  of  the  sense  which  Congress  entertain  of  his  natriotic  and  spirited 
lervicea  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  army,  and  of  liis  brave  conauct  in 
several  actions,  particularly  in  that  of  Rhode-Island,  on  the  29th  of  August 
last ;  and  that  g;en.  Washington  be  directed,  whenever  an  opportunity  snail 
offer, to  ^ve  lieutenant-colonel  Laurens  command  agreeable  to  his  rank. 

The  cmamittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  ofgov.  Trumbull,  respect* 
iag  major  Derick,  and  Mr.  Erkelins's  plan  of  a  negotiation  for  a  loan,  brought 
in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Bemved,  That  major  Derick  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  United  States  of 
the  Nedierlands,  and  that  he  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel 
br  brevet,  as  a  testimony  of  his  merit  and  services  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

Ordcrai,  That  the  president  return  an  answer  to  gov.  Trumbull,  and  also 
td  Mr.  Eikdins,  thanking  him  for  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  bat  iafbrming  him  and  governor  Trumbull  that  Congress  are  not  yet 
prepaied  to  adopt  the  scheme  ^a  negotiation  for  the  loan  proposed. 
AdjoBraed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  jy'avember  6, 1778. 

Radvedf  That  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  com- 
mittee, for  New-Hampshire,  ID  the  room  of  Mr.  BartJett,  absent. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant-colonel  John  Ijaurens,  was  read,  ex- 
presBBg  *'  his  gratitude  for  the  unexpected  honor  which  Congress  were  pleas* 
id  to  ooofer  on  htm  by  the  resolution  passed  yesterday,  and  the  high  satis- 
faction it  would  have  afforded  him,  could  he  have  accepted  it  without  iniur- 
18^  the  rigjhts  of  the  officers  in  the  line  of  the  army,  and  doing  an  evident 
injostice  to  his  colleagues  in  the  family  of  the  commander  in  chief:  that, 
haviv  been  a  spectator  of  the  convulsions  occasioned  in  the  army  by  disputes 
of  nuK,  he  holds  the  tranquillity  of  it  too  dear  to  be  instrumental  m  disturb- 
ing it;  and  therefore  entreating  Congress  to  suppress  the  resolve  of  yester- 
day, ordering  him  a  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  to  accept  his  sin- 
cere  (hanks  tor  the  intended  honor:"  Whereupon, 

Rdulvei,  That  Congress  highly  approve  the  disinterested  and  patriotic 
principles  upon  which  lieutenant-colonel  J.  Laurens  has  declined  to  accept 
the  promotion  conferred  upon  him  l^  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  Peter  Scull,  was  read,  notifying  his  acceptance 
of  the  appointment  of  secretary  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

Aletter,of  the4th,  from  Mr.  President  Rodney,  of  the  state  ofDelaware, 
was  Tud,  informing,  ^that  tiie  members  of  the  house  of  assembly  have,  by 
some  means  or  other,  in  the  course  of  the  2d  aod  dd  inst.  dispersedf  and 
tberefty  the  house  dissolved,  widiout  having  completed  any  one  piece  of  the 
hwAugg  laid  before  them  :  Whereupon, 

Jiesolml,  That  the  president  %vrite  to  the  hon.  C.  Rodnev,  esq.  president 
(iftke  BUte'of  l>elaware,  and  request  him  to  call  the  assembly  of  that  state 

major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read,  enelos- 


togtther  as  soon  ^^P^^J"]^'^ 
A  letter,  of  October  I  ath,  from 
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ing  a  return  of  the  stores  belongiog  to  the  United  States  in  the  arsenal  and 
maeazine  at  Charleston,  South-Carolina : 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
from  the  marquis  de  Britigny : 

That  the  return  of  the  stores  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th»  from  J.  Simons  to  the  board  of  war,  and  a  copj  of  one 
of  October  £8th,  from  J.  Loriog,  at  New-York,  to  David  Franks,  were  laid 
before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the  board 
be  directed  to  report  thereon. 

The .  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Gibson,  esq.  auditor-general,  for 
fifiOySSS  48-90  dollars,  in  favor  of  Michael  Hillegas,  treasurer,  it  bein^  the 
balance  of  the  last  million  of  dollars  put  into  the  nands  of  tlie  said  auditor- 
general  ;  for  which  the  treasurer  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Or.  J.  Wither- 
spoon,  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  for  300  dollars, 
advanced  upon  his  application ;  for  which  tlie  said  state  of  New-Jersey  is 
to  be  accountable. 

Adjourned  to  ten'oclock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  J^ovember  7,  177S. 

A  memorial  from  captain  Stephen  Chambers,  was  read. 

Sundry  certificates  relative  to  the  purchase  of  horses  by  colonel  Hartley 
were  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  quarter-master-general  be  directed  to  pay  for  horses 
purchased  by  order  of  colonel  Hartley,  for  the  purpose  of  marching  the  in- 
tantry  commanded  by  captain  Carbery,  and  for  bagea|^*horses  on  the  late 
excursion  against  the  Indians,  on  proper  certificatesb^mg  produced. 

Two  letters  of  October  29th,  from  major-general  HeaUi,  one  of  them  en- 
closing a  letter  from  major  Hamage,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Scudder,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter,  of  October  Slst,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Providence, 
was  read,  with  a  letter  from  major  Talbot  enclosed : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  major  Talbot  be  referred  to  the  marine- 
committee,  and  be  published. 

A  petition  from  Mons.  Lassier  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  dismissed. 

A  letter,  of  October  SOth,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the 
prpceedings  of  the  court-martial  Jn  the  trial  of^  major-weneral  Schuyler. 

A  petition  from  the  chevalier  de  Cronis  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  granted  to 
the  chevalier  de  Crenis. 

A  letter, of  October  8th,  from  J.  Connolly,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  15th» 
from  Mr.  Beatty. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  Mr.  D.  Franks,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  David  Franks  to 
Moses  Franks,  brought  in  a  farther  report ;  Wheroupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  letter  of  D.  Franks  of  the  18th  of  October  last,  and 
the  proceeding  of  Congress  theraon,  be  transmitted  to  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  he  be  no  longer  consider'- 
ed  as  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States. 
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The  coouDittee  on  the  treasurj  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Onkreil,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  hon. 
John  YlFiUiama^  ea^.  one  of  the  delegates  of  North-CaroUoa,  for  800  dol- 
lars, adfaoced  on  bis  application ;  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  ararrant  issue  on  the  tri^surer  in  favor  of  William  Kennon, 
cooper-plate  printer,  for  £00  dollars,  advanced  him  on  account  of  printing 
bUis  of  exchaoi^  : 

Tbst  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette^ laajor-geaeral  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  payable  to  his  order, 
^feat  or  attomej,  for  3787  36-90  dollars,  for  sundry  expenses  and  disburse* 
flwnts  in  cimsequence  of  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in 
the  northern  department,  in  February  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  chaplains  of  Congress  prepare  and  report  a  recom- 
meodatiaD  to  the  several. states,  to  set  apart  the  30th  day  of  December,  next, 
sa  a  day  of  general  thanksgiving  throughout  the  United  States. 

TW  board  of  war  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  5th,  from  J. 
SimoDs,and  the  letter  of  October  28th,  from  J.  Loring  to  D.  Franks,  brought 
ia  a  report;  Whereupon^ 

Maolved,  That  the  commissarv-general  of  prisoners  be  directed  to  take 
proper  measnres,  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress,  for  the  temporary 
sspply  of  the  British  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  the  army  of  the  United 
Sucea,  with  auch  quotas  of  rations  as  are  furnished  our  prisoners  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  by  the  British  commissaries  : 

That  the  commissartes-general  of  purchases  and  issues  and  their  deputies, 
be  directed  to  comply  with  such  requisitions  as  shall  be  made  to  them,  from 
tine  to  tine,  by  tne  commissary -general  of  prisoners,  for  such  -articles  of 
prenaioos  as  ahall  be  necessary  to  furnbh  the  JBritish  prisoners  agreeably  to 
ike  abefve  direction  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  secretary  furnish  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners 
with  the  copy  of  the  letter  of  Jaliuary  19th,  1778,  from  sir  William  Howe 
to  senenl  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  specifying  the  quota  of 
ntans  faruished  to  our  prisoners  in  the  enemy's  hands  by  the  British  com- 
missanes. 

Ordatd^That  the  memorial  of  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald,  presented  and 
read  on  tlie  2d  instant,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr*  Duer,  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

A  letter^  of  the  6th,  from  captain  Mansfield,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to 
resign  bis  commission : 

&ohed.  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  the  commission  be 
seat  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  to  make  such  endorsement  there- 
os  « they  ahall  think  suited  to  his  merit. 

Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  J>rovember  9,  1778. 

Mr.  Francis  Li|^tfoot  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took 
bis  seat. 

A  letter,  of  October  26th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  with 
sondry  papers  enclosed  respecting  forage  : 

(hiena.  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Aletter,  of  October  30th,  from  major-general  Gates, at  Hartford;  one  of 
the  same  date,  from  Peter  Colt ;  and  one  of  the  same  date,  from  gov.  Trum- 
bull ;and  one  of  the  5th  instant  from  major-general  Lord  Stirling ;  were  read ; 

An  extract  from  the  journals  of  the  assembly  of  South-Carolina,  purport- 
ing to  be  '^  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  president's  message,  relative 
to  the  hospital  establishment  and  military  arrangements  of  the  state,  tfs 
agreed  to  by  the  hooae/'  was  laid  before  Congress : 
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Ordered^  That  so  mach  thereof  as  relates  to  the  hospital  be  referred  to 
the  medical  committee,  and  the  remainder  to  the  board  of  war. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  bj  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports^ 

That  there  is  due  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  invalid  r^ment,  com- 
manded by  col.  Lewis  Nicola,  for  pay  and  subsistence  for  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember 1778,  1706  60-90  dollars,  as  bj  muster  rolls  and  pay-rolls  appears : 

That  there  is  due  to  Thomas  Eddison,  hi»  pay  as  clerk  in  the  secretary's 
office,  from  the  13th  of  August  to  tiie  Slst  or  October  inclosiTe,  being  two 
months  and  £0  days,  at  100  dollars  per  month.  266  60-90  dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  John  Norman,  be  refer* 
red  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  October  SSth,  from  J.  Loriog  to  J.  Beatty,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read : 

Orden'&i,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  September 
idth,  from  Mr.  Beatty. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  October  30th,  from  J. 
Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  commissary  Beatty  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  seditious  papers  circulaled  under  the 
colour  of  fla|[8,  and  informed,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  there  was 
good  reason  lor  confining  the  pilot,  lieutenant  and  crew  of  the  vessel  men- 
tioned in  his  letter :  that  if  any  objections  are  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  they  must  be  discussed  and  settled  on  national  grounds,  and  there- 
fore that  the  peremptory  requisition  of  admiral  Gambier  will  not  be  com- 
plied with. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  October  S9th,  from 
major-general  Heath,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  a  report ;  Where- 
upon, 

iSeso/t^ed,  That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  October  Slst,  relative  to 
partial  parole  exchanges,  be  transmitted  to  major-general  Heath  for  his  gov- 
ernment :  that  at  the  same  time  he  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  no  ob- 
jection to  his  giving  passes  to  Mrs.  Reynolds,  her  children  and  femsie  servants, 
to  go  to  Europe,  RhfMle-lsland  or  New-York;  or  to  his  allowing  major  Har- 
nage  and  capt.  Hawker  to  continue  on  parole  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  with  their  families,  upon  their  engaging  to  supply  themselves. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o*clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  J^ovember  10,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Green,  quarter-master  general? 
was  read. 

Whereas  it  hath  become  necessary  not  only  that  speedy  and  vigorous 
measures  should  be  taken  to  regulate  the  commissary's  and  qnarter-maater's 
departments,  but  also  that  a  constant  attention  should  be  paid  to  those  de- 
partments: 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  6.  Morris  and  Mr.  Whipple  be  a  com- 
mittee to  superintend  the  same  departments,  and  that  they,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  empowered  to  take  such  steps  relating  to  the  same  as  they  shall 
think  most  for  the  public  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  major-general  Green,  be  referred  to  the 
said  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one  of  the  same  date, 
from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  were  read. 

.  A  memorial  from  Patrick  M'Closky,  and  also  a  memorial  from  William 
Doddj  Levallin  Barry,  Patrick  MOlosky  and  Richard  Ross,  were  read ; 
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Ofiendt  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  beard  of  treaaorj,  and  that  they 
bt  eoipewered  to  give  such  relief  as  they  may  tbiak  the  memorialists  are 
e^aiuMy  catitled  to. 

An  application  from  the  chevalier  de  Crenis  was  read : 

OfignAi  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  : 

A  letter,  of'October  30(h»  from  Phineas  Pierce,  lieutenant  in  capt.  Spaul- 
diag^cemiiaiijr,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  commission,  on  ac- 
coaat  of  hia  being  incapable  of  serving  longer  by  reason  of  wounds  be  re- 
cowed  ia  thejear  1776: 

Madved^  Ijiat  (he  resignation  of  lieoteoant  Phineas  Pierce  be  accepted. 

Ofdertd^  That  520  copies  of  the  index  to  the  first  volume  of  the  journals 
of  Coogpeaa,  attd  5M>co|HCSof  the  2d  volanie,  be  delivered  to  the  delegates 
of  each  state,  for  the  ase  of  their  respective  states. 

Ordlffrarf,  That  the  plan  of  finance  be  an  order  for  to-morrow,  and  that 
Cwiress  proeeed  on  tlie  consideration  of  that  business  every  day  after, 
preosely  atone  o^clock,  until  (be  same  be  finished,  and  that  this  rule  be  not 
broken  aalessbj  unanimous  consent. 

Thecemaiittee  to  whom  were  referred  a  report  of  the  committee  of  th& 
Metal  ■mmbly  of  South-Carolina,  concurred  in  by  the  house  on  the  8th  of 
September  1778,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  (Jongress,  and  also  a  let- 
ter of  September  2£d,  from  major-general  Howe,  brou^l  in  a  report,  which 
wasread. 

A  \ettcr,  of  September  13th,  from  the  marquis  Bouille,  governor  of  Mar- 
6BM|i«,and  directed  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affiurs,  was  read  ; 

Onfend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 

the  fluaister  af  France. 

(kdani^  TImt  Mr.  HoUen  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  super- 
imeiid  Che  puMication  of  the  journals. 

Adfuaraed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  JVbvaato*  11,1 778. 
lir.  Blcry,  a  dakgate  from  Rhode-Island,  attended,  and  took  hia  seat  in 


A  aieaiorial  from  the  hon.  sienr  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
read,  representing,  that  he  has  **  purchased,  for  account  of  his  most 
Uhnstian  nu^ty,  the  cargoes  of  two  vessels,  one  called  the  Oentille,  George 
Andre,  master ;  the  other  the  Adventurer,  Joseph  Tas^is,  master :  which 
vtaseb  are  now  in  the  port  of  Petersburgh,  in  Virginia :  that  both  cargoes 
consist  of  between  12  and  1300  barrels  of  flour,  and  about  150  barrels  of 
bread  :  that  the  destination  of  this  provision  requires  its  immediate  depar- 
ture;^ and  therefore  entreating  Congress  **  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for 
die  departure  of  these  vessels:"  Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  the  president  write  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  explain  to 
him  the  natare  of  this  transaction,  and  tlie  necessity  of  the  vessels  immediate 
departure,  and  desire  him  to  give  Orders  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  for  superintending  tfie  commissary  and  quar- 
ter-master's departments,  confer  with  Mens.  Gerard  on  the  danger  that  may 
reanlt  firom  an  interference  with  the  commissary-general  or  his  deputies,  on 
the  purchase  of  provisions  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Conway,  was  read : 

Orderwd^  To  tieon  the  table. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance, 
iud  some  tine  being  spent  thereon, 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Mhveniher  12,  1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Mr.de  Francey,  was  read  : 
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OrderedyThtit  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Whipple  and  Mr.  Ellerj  be  added  to  the  said  com- 
mittee, and  that  the  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  a  suitable  persan  as 
a  clerk. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  considering  the  commercial 
afiairs  of  Congress,  and  the  propriety  of  putting  them  into  commission ;  and 
that  tKe  committee  of  commerce  on  that  day,  lay  on  the  table  a  plan  for  con- 
ducting commercial  aflfairs. 

The  committee  of  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  16th, 
and  one  of  September  £6tn,  from  W.  Bingham,  at  Martinique,  which  were 
ready  and  returned  to  the  committee. 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Con^ss  a  letter  of  October  3 1st,  from 
W.  Smith,  at  Baltimore,  which  was  read,  informing  that  Mr.  Dogan's  Tessel, 
on  board  of  which  Mr.  .Smith  had  shipped  flour,  agreeably  to  the  order  of 
the  marine  committee,  has  been  seized  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  gov.  Johnson,  and  inform  him,  that 
the  marine  committee  are  empowered  and  directed  to  send  prorisions  by  sea 
to  the  eastern  states,  for  the  use  of  thl  navy:  that  the  pubHc  service  requires 
that  every  aid  should  be  g^ven  to  the  marine  committee  to  facilitate  the  exe- 
cution of  this  business ;  and  that  the  government  of  Maryland  be  requested 
to  permit  the  vessels  taken  up  and  loaded  by  order  of  the  marine  committee 
to  proceed  on  their  voyage  with  all  despatch. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brougiit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  for  75,000 ,  dollars,  in 
favor  of  Jonathan  Potts,  deputy  director-general,  and  another  warrant  in  his 
favor  on  Derk  Ten  Broek,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office 
in  the  state  of  New-York,  for  75,000  dollars;  both  which  sums,  amounting 
to  150,000  dollars,  are  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment :  and  for  which  the  said  deputy  director-general  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  the  jietitions  of  Mons.  L'Eciise  and  Mons.  la  Jeunesse, 
which  were  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  that  they  take  such  measures  thereon  as  they  shall  judge  expedient. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commbsioners  or  claims,  the 
auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  David  Mosely,  for  his  pay,  boarding,  &c.  as  a  cop- 
per-plate printer,  from  June  25th  to  November  14th,  1778,  a  balance  of  121 
dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  his  pay  and  subsistence  as 
chaplain  to  colonel  James  Livingston's  regiment,  from  October  the  llth  to 
November  10th,  1778,  inclusive,  60  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Radeisell,  for  hire  of  his  wagon  and  ferriages 
from.  York  county  to  Amboy,  add  returning  home  in  August,  1776,  86  31-90 
dollars:  * 

That  there  is  due  to  George  Shallus,  for  victualling  Pennsylvania  militia 
in  1776,  58  dollars  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  commissioners  on  the  claims  of  Henry 
Kreven  and  Godfrey  Frey,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's  departments,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  confer  with  the  quarter-master  general  and  barrack-master 
upon  the  subject,  and  report  resolutions  for  determining  all  such  cases  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  September  15th,  from 
J.  Beatty,  commissary  of  prisoners,  with  two  letters  from  J.  Loring,  dated 
September  1st  and  October  28th,  and  sundry  letters  from  John  ConnoHj, 
report  the  following  state  of  facts : 
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British 
Frederick 

aiid  John  Smith,  bj  the  cummittee  of  inspection  of  that  county :  that  at  the 
tine  be  was  taken  he  was  not  in  arma ;  or  at  the  head  of  anj  party  in  arms ; 
bat  VIS  claDdestinelj  making  his  way  to  Detroit,  in  order  tO  join,  give  in- 
trJlfrace  to,  anc)  otherwise  aid  the  garrison  at  that,  place,  as  appears  by  his 
ovB  iotercepted  letter  of  December,  I6th,  1775,  addressed  to  tlie  comqiand- 
ispsfioer  of  that  fortresSy  and  bv  gen.  Washington's  letter  to  Congress  of 
fiecember  25th.  1775: 

That  a  namber  of  officers  in  the  British  service,  who  were  made  prisoners 
long  after  the  said  John  (3onnolly  was  apprehended,  have  been  exchan|;ed 
in  coarse,  and  no  demand  has  been  made  till  within  these  few  months  past  by 
any  British  general  for  the  release  or  exchange  of  the  officer  last  mentioned : 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  said  John  Connolly,  the  committee 
ttpovt,  that  at  the  time  he  was  first  apprehended,  he  was  confined,  under 
fraaiti,  by  ^e  committee  of  inspection  in  the  town  of  Frederick,  in  an  apart- 
ment separate  from  his  associates,  without  any  circumstance  to  aggravate  his 
captivity,  except  the  being  debarred  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper:  that 
notwiti^tanding  this  restraint,  he  contrived  to  write  several  letters  of  intel- 
ligence to  the  British  officers  commanding  at  the  post  of  Detroit  and  Rus- 
knskis,  which  letters  were  found  on  the  person  of  Dr.  Smith,  one  of  his 
associates,  who,  having  escaped  from  the  town  of  Frederick,  waji  again 
a^i|ir^cnded  :  that,  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  December.  8tb,  1775, 

he  was  ordered  to  be  ^confined  in  prison  at  Philadelphia:''  that  being 

brought  to  that  city,  he  was  confined  in  the  new  gaol,  where  he  continue? 

tili  iSoot  the  month  of  November,  1776,  when  he  was  permitted,  on  account 
Wa  declining  state  of  health,  to  reside  on  his  parole  at  the  house  of  his 
brother-in-law  on  the  river  Susquehanna,  where  ne  continued  for  about  two 
Booths,  when,  on  information  being  given  to  the  council  of  safety  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  of  certain  suspicious  circumstances  relative  to  him, 
he  was  remanded  to  his  fonner  place  of  confinement,  in  which  he  continued 

till  aboet  spring,  1777,  when  he  was  again  permitted,  on  his  parole,  and  the 
secttrifrof  his  brother-in-law,  to  return  to  his  former  place  of  residence  on 
the  river  Sosquehanna* 

That  during  these  periods  of  his  confinement  in  the  new  gaol,  he^ad  for 
the  greatest  part  of  the  time  a  separate  apartment  to  himseU,  the  privilege 
of  indking  in  the  yard,  a  person  allowed  to  attend  him  in  his  apartment,  and 
^  own  servant  permittee  to  fetch  him  such  necessaries  as  he  chose  to  or-, 
der ;  and  that  during  the  short  period  when  he  had  not  a  separate  apartment, 
there  were  never  more  than  two  persons  in  the  same  room,  seldom  more  than 
one,  and  those  some  of  his  associates,  or  in  consequence  of  his  particu- 
lar request:  that  during' those  periods  of  time  he  made  two  attempts  to 
escape,  ia  which  he  was  detected ;  that  on  authentic  information  being 
given  to  Congress,  at  York-town,  that  the  said  lieutenant-col.  John  Connolly 
wasacting  io  a  manner  not  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  his  parole,  and  the 
frontiers  being  then  threatened  with  a  barbarous  war,  in  which  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  he  was  designed  as  an  instrument,  he  was  ordered  into 
confinement  in  the  gaol  t^t  Tork-town,  on  the  ISth  day  of  October,  1777; 
that  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1778,  the  said  John  Connolly,  with  several 
others,  confine^  in  the  said  goal,  made  a  representation  to  Coneresa,  setting 
fortk,  in  the  strongest  colouring,  the  hardsnips  and  cruelties  which  they  de- 
clired  thej  were  Aen  suffering: 

Hat  on  the  result  of  a  strict  enquiry,  and  after  the  gaol  had  been  visited 
fy  col.  Pickering,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  yrar,  it  appeared  that 
the  soasestions  contained  in  the  said  representation  were  scandalous  vid 
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groundlegg ;  aod  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  waaoo  the  9Sd  of  May*  ordered 
to  be  published ;  that  since  the  evacvation  of  Philadelphia,  the  said  iokn  Con- 
nolly was  remanded  to  the  new  gaol  in  that  city,  where^  excepting  the  space 
ofaboatl4day8,  when  two  persons  were  necessarily  obftigeii  to  sleep  in  the 
same  room,  he  has  had  a  separate  and  commodious  apartment  of  his  own  choice, 
the  privilege  of  his  own  servant  to  attend  him  constantly,  and  to  bring  him 
whatever  he  may  require,  and  the  unrestrained  use  of  a  spacious  yard  to  take 
the  a^r  in,  duringthe  day  ;  that,  in  his  letter  of  October  12th,  177B,  the  said 
John  Connolly  declares,  '<  that  the  common  rights  of  humanity  are  denied 
him,"  and  paints  his  situation  in  such  terms,  as  would  tend  to  induce  a  be- 
lief that  the  most  wanton  cruelties  and  restraints  are  imposed  upon  him  : 

That,  in  consequence  of  a  request  of  J.  Coiinolly  to  be  heani  in  person 
1[>y  a  committee  oi  Congress,  this  committee  has  complied  with  his  request, 
when  he  declared,  in  the  presence  of  your  committee,  ^  that  excepting  the 
restraint  of  his  person  uncler  the  limits  above  mentioned,  which,  however 
indulgent  they  might  appear,  he  conceived  unbvorable  to  his  state  of  health, 
he  experienced  every  other  relief  which  could  be  extended  to  a  person  '*n 
confinement:'*  that  Joshua  Loring,  esq.  British  commissary  of  prison er?,  in 
hia  letter  to  Mr.  Beatty  of  September  1st,  1778,  threatens  to  retaliate  on  an 
American  prisoner  of  war  of  an  equal  rank  with  lieut.  col.  Connolly,  for 
tiie  sufferings  which  it  ia  pretended  that  officer  endures :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  John  Connolly  cannr>t  of  right  claim 
io  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  that  he  was,  at  the 
time  he  was  apprehended,  and  still  is,  amenable  to  law-inartial  as  a  spy 
and  emissary  from  the  British  army  : 

That  die  repeated  representations  made  by  lieutenant-colonel  John  Con- 
nollr,  of  tlie  grievances  he  undergoes,  are  not  founded  on  facts  x 

^Ijiat  gen.  vVashington  be  directed  to  transmit  the  foregoing  resolutions 
and  state  of  facts  to  the  commander  in  chief  ol  his  Britannic  maiesty's  forces 
in  NeW'York,  and  to  inform  the  said  officer,  that  if,  under  the  pretext  of 
retaliating  for  the  pretended  suffering  of  a  person  who,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
haa  noririit  tp  be  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  any  American  officer,  en- 
titled to  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  shall  undergo  any 
extraordinary  restraints  or  sufferings,  Con|;ress  are  determined  to  retaliate 
on  the  person  of  an  officer  of  the  first  rank  m  their  possession,  for  every  spc- 
ciea  of  hardship  or  restraint  on  such  account  infficfed. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  have  leave  of  absence. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  finance,  and  some 
.  tiaie  being  spent  thereon, 

Adjoamea  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JVbt?em*er  13,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Telfair  have  leave  of  absence. 

.  (Mered,  That  Mr.  8.  Adams  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  sn- 
perintend  the  publication  relative  to  disputes,  petitions  and  negotiations  to 
and  with  the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  that  the  committee  be  empowered 
to  proceed  in  the  publication  as  they  judge  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  state  of /acts  and  that  resolutions  relative  to  J.  Con- 
noHv  be  published. 

llie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Dr.  Wit- 
liam  Shippen,  director-general,  for  75,000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
charge sundry  debts  doe  from  his  department  previous  to  the  Ist  of  March 
last ;  tlie  said  director-general  to  be  accountable. 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Norman,  for  40 
dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  rolling  press  for  five  weeks. 
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That  tfanee  membere  be  added  to  the  board  of  treasurj :   the 
mcmben  choaen,  Mr.  Hatson,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 

Ordend,  That  a  warrant  isiae  on  the  treaanrer  in  favor  of  the  cammittee 
of  comiaerce  for  9975  7-90  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  Gerard  WiUiam 
Bcekaaa  dt  Co.  2239  52-90  dollars,  for  freight,  Ccc.  of  the  ship  Marr,  char- 
tered by  the  said  committee,  and  to  paj  a  bill  drawn  on  them  by  Messrs. 
Jaaies  and  Adam  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  Mr.  A.  Strettle,  dated 
Oetflker  26tli,  1778,  far  7735  45-90  dollars ;  the  said  committee  to  be  Ac- 
oonataMe. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read :  Whereupon, 
Smtimd^  Tlntt  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department  be  em- 
wered,  if  he  shall  find  it  necessary,  to  appoint  a  deputy  judge  advocate 
or  the  troops  in  Geoi^a,  to  aet  so  long  as  occasion  requires,  and  to  be  en- 
iMed  to  the  oaaal  monthly  pay  and  allowance.* 

CoBgresa  reaamed  the  report  of  the  committee  on  financa,  and  after  some 
time  sipent  thereon, 

Adjionmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morro^. 

SATURDAY,  JVoremto-  14,1778. 

A  letter,  from  lieutenant  Donald  M'Leod,  a  prisoner  on  parole,  was  read, 
praying,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  eleven  others  in  similar  circumstances, 
that  two  of  them  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  New  York  to  nesotiate  an  ex- 
cVhange ;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  to  bring  a  supply  for  tiiem  all. 

Ordmd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  of  this  day  from  major-general  Arnold  was  rea^  enclosing  a  let- 
ter of  the  9th,  from  R.  Peters,  member  of  the  board  of  war ; 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read,  enclosing  a  memorial 
on  the  subject  of  currency,  and  establishing  a  marine  or  naval  force  for  the 
defeace  of  the  American  coasts  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  colonel  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  to  the  council  of 
PenosylTania,  and  one  of  the  same  date  to'^Uie  board  of  war,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress  and  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  board  df  war  be  sent  to  gen. 
Washington,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  take  such  measures  relative  to  the 
lalnect  matter  thereof,  as  he  may  iudge  necessary  : 

That  the  board  of  war  give  orders  to  tlie  proper  officers,  for  furnishing 
the  troops  in  the  posts  on  the  western  frontiers  under  the  command  of  col. 
Uartiey,  with  provisions  and  other  necessary  supplies. 

Tie  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major  Silas 
Tilbot,  broneht  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Congress  have  a  high  sedse  of  the  bravery  and  good  con- 
duct of  major  Silas  Talbot,  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  and  the  officers 
aad  men  nnderhis  command,  in  boarding  and  taking  the  armed  schooAer  Pigttt 
ef  eivht  12  poanders  and  45  men,  in  the  east  passage  between  Rhode-Island 
and  Uie  Main ;  and  that  he,  as  a  reward  of  his  merit  and  for  the  encourUge* 
ment  of  a  spirit  of  enterprize,  be  presented  with  the  commission  of  lieuten- 
aat-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Another  report  from  the  marine  committee  was  read  |  Whereupon, 

Rnolved,  lliat,  to  encourage  seamen  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales,  those  who  shall  engage  for  a  term  not  less  than  twelve  months, 
be  supplied  with  slops  in  such  quantities  and  with  such  abatements,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  per  cent,  on  the  cost  thereof^  as  the  marine  committee  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  judge  necessary. 

Resalvidt  That  pursers  be  appointed  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States 
for  all  vessels  not  under  16  guns,  and  that  their  pay  be  equal  to  that  of  sur- 
geons in  the  navy. 
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SEK 


Whereas  bj  the  act  of  Congress  orderiog  the  distribution  of  prize  oiooej 
amongst  the  petty  warrant  and  petty  officers  in  the  navy  .of  the  United 
States  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  carpenter's  and  gunner's  mates : 

Resolvedj  That  tlie  carpenter's  and  gunner's  mates  share  equally  in  prize 
money  with  the  other  petty  warrant  and  petty  officers  in  the  navy  of  theUni- 
ted  States. 

The  committee  on  the^  treasury  broueht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Gibson* 
esq.  for  4710  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  residue  of  a  warrant 
drawn  on  him  by  the  hon.  John  Hancock,  esq.  president  of  Congress,  in 
favor  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Uhode-Island,  for  10,000  dollars,  dated 
July  5th,  1777 ;  for  which  the  said  J.  Gibson  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marchant  have  leave  of  absence. 

Congress  resumed  the  cflisideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JVWmfter  16,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  be  discharged  from  attending  the  board  of 
treasury,  and  that  he  be^appointed  to  attend  the  board  of  war,  as  a  member 
of  this  house,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  letter  of  October  3 1st,  from  J.  Loring  to  col.  Beatty,  summoning  all  the 
officers  who  are  at  home  on  their  paroles  to  repair  immediately  to  New- York : 

Ordered,  That « the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
board  give  orders  to  suspend  the  publication  of  the  summons  until  they  re- 
port thereon. 

A  letter,  from  J.  Melchior,  barrack-master,  was  read,  with  sundry  papers 
enclosed  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  marquis  of  Brttigny,  was  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  when  a  motion  was  made, 

That  the  four  first  propositions  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house  : 

On  the  question  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Duer. 


Neuy-HamjMrt,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mana^sUa-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adama^ 

Gcny, 
Lovell, 
Holten^ 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Duer, 
Mr.  Scudder, 


BhodAJdand, 

CormeeHeut, 

Jfew-Ttrk, 

Pennaykania, 


no 
ay 
no 
ay 
no 
no 
no 
no 

no  yno 
no^ 


I 


din. 


no 


no 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 

,Ar,-CaroSna, 


S^aroUna, 


Gwr^ia, 


Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smithy 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett 
WilHams^ 
Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 


ayr 

ayi 
oyS 

no 

fly 


fly 


av 


Mr.  Langwortby  ay  )^if 


Mr.  Uoberdeau, 

James  Smith,  ay^ay 
Clingan,  ay^ 

So  it  was  resolTed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  |>e  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to  consider  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

The  chaplains  having  prepared  a  recommendation  to  the  several  states  for 
setting  apart  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  the  same  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Robert  Spen- 
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cer,  eeq.  for  6366  dollars,  in  discharge  of  a  bill  drawn  bj  W.  Palfrey,  esq. 
pay -master  general,  on  the  president  of  Congress,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of 
the  said  IL  Spencer,  dated  October  Slst,  1778,  expressed  to  be  for  the  forces 

of  the  United  States  of  America ;  tlie  said  pay-master  general  to  be  ac- 

cooatriile. 

Ail|oonied  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  JTovember  17,  1778. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Mons.  Bedaalx  were  read  : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  1st,  fromcapt.  Seth  Harding,  at  Norwich,  was  read : 
Ordertd,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  enclosing  a  letter  from 
Mr.  James  Deane,  at  Fort  Schuyler,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington, 
and  that  gen.  Schuyler's  letter,  with  the  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  board 
of  war. 

Wheieaa  Congress  have  received  intelligence  that  renders  it  necessary 
to  abridge  the  indulgence  heretofore  granted  to  J.  Connolly : 

Ordered,  That  he  be  confined  to  his  room,  and  that  no  person  be  admitted 
to  converse  with  him  till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  October  30th,  from  gov.  Greene,  of  Rhode«Island,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  September  9th,  from  major  Romand  de  Lisle,  and  one,  of  Sep- 
traiber  Sth,  from  col.  Elbert,  in  Georgia,  were  read  \ 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  September  9th,  from  J.  Clay,  pay-master  in  Georgia,  with  bis 
aecooMt  mclosed,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  resort  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

ResMoed,  That  the  troops  raised  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  are,  and 
ou^t  to  be  considered  as  being  in  the  same  situation,  and  subject  to  the 
saae  Rgolations,  with  the  other  forces  of  the  United  States,  except  in  cases 
viiere  contrary  stipulations  were  made  at  the  time  of  their  being  received 
mt&ihe  service  of  the  United  State%on  the  continental  establishment. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lowndes,  presi- 
dent of  South-Carolina,  and  the  letters  from  major-general  Howe,  brought 
in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

BewAved,  That  the  president  of  the  state  of  South-Carolina  be  informed, 
tbt  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  September  16th,  1776,  relative  to  appoint- 
nests,  extends  only  to  the  appointment  of  regimental  officers,  and  not  to 
dkera  on  the  general  staff'. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  adjutant-general  and  de- 
intyqaarter-master  general  for  the  troops  in  tlie  southern  department,  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken. 

Captain  Edmund  Hyrne  was  elected  deputy  adjutant-eeneral,  and  Ste- 
phen Drayton  was  elected  deputy  quarter-master  general  in  the  southern 
department,  they  having  been  previously  nominated  by  the  delegates  of 
Soath-Carolina. 

Coneress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  recommendation  to  the  states 
lor  setting  apart  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  which  being  amended,  is  as  follows : 

It  having  pleased  Almiehty  God,  throu^  the  course  of  the  present  year, 
to  bestow  many  great  and  manifold  mercies  on  the  people  of  these  United 
States ;  and  it*^ being  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  men  gratefully  to  aknow- 
Icdce  their  obligations  to  him  tor  benefits  received  : 

Sesohed,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  exe- 
cQtire  authority  of  each  of  the  said  states,  to  appoint  Wednesday,  the  30th 
of  December  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  and  praise. 
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that  all  people  may,  with  united  hearts,  on  that  day,  express  a  just  sense  of 
his  unmerited  favors ;  particularlj  in  that  it  hath  pleased  him,  bj  his  over- 
ruling providence,  to  support  us  in  a  just  and  necessary  war,  for  tne  defence 
of  our  rights  and  liberties,  by  affording  us  seasonable  supplies  for  our  annieSy 
by  disposing  the  heart  of  a  powerful  monarch  to  enter  into  alliance  with  us» 
and  aid  our  cause  by  defeating  the  councils  and  evil  designs  of  our  enemies* 
and  giving  us  victory  over  their  troops ;  and,  by  the  continuance  of  that  union 
among  these  states,  which,  by  his  blessing,  will  be  their  future  strength  and 
glory. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that,  together  with  devout  thanksgiving, 
may  be  joined  a  penitent  confession  of  our  sins,  and  humble  supplication  for 
pardon,  through  the  merits  of  our  Saviour ;  so  Uiat,  under  the  smiles  of  Hea- 
ven, our  public  councils  may  be  dii^ected,  our  arms  by  land  and  sea  prosper- 
ed, our  liberty  and  independence  secured,  our  schools  and  seinirharies  of 
learning  flounsh,  our  trade  be  revived,  our  husbandry  and  manufactures  en- 
treased,  and  the  hearts  of  all  impressed  with  undissembled  piety,  with  bene- 
volence and  zeal  for  the  public  good. 

And  it  is  also  recommended,  that  recreations  unsuitable  to  the  purpose  of 
such  a  solemnity  may  be  omitted  on  that  day. 

Done  in  Congress,  this  trtli  dav  of  November,  1778,  and  in  the  third  year 
of  the  independence  of  the  Cntted  States  of  America. 

According  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  consider  the  four  first  propositions  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance,  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F. 
L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  pro- 
positions referred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  progress,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclusion  desire  leave  to  sit  aeain  : 

Eesolvedf  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them : 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  J^ovember  18,  1778. 

Two  letters  from  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiarT  of  France 
were  read,  requesting  a  passage  on  board  one  of  tne  continental  frigates  for 
the  chevalier  de  Raymondis,  captain  of  the  Csesar ;  and  that  a  vessel,  on 
board  of  which  are  a  number  of  invalids,  may  be  taken, under  convoy  of  the 
fri^te,  until  she  is  safe  at  sea  : . 

Urdtred,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  the 
committee  be  directed  to  comply  with  the  request  therein  contained. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  one  of 
the  10th,  from  general  sir  Henry  Clinton,  relative  to  an  exchance  of  the 
convention  troops : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gov,  Henr^,  of  Virginia,  was  read. 

A  memorial  from  the  marquis  of  tintigny,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  the  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on  a 
former  memorial  from  the  marquis,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  M*  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Henry. 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  from  the  baron  de  Randerode  Thulier,  which 
was  read  and  referred  on  the  21  st  of  October  last,  be  also  referred  te  the 
foregoing  committee. 

An  intercepted  letter  from  Abraham  Chilborn,  of  Haverford  West,  di- 
rected to  Jas.  Seagrove,  merchant  in  Philadelphia,  was  laid  before  Congress: 

Orderedj  That  it  be  transmitted  to  the  execuUve  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  Maryland  being  laid 
before  Congress,  were  read,  and  are  as  follows : 
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*«  MARYLAND. 

Tnthe  Uotue  of  Delegates,  November  ISth,  1778. 

T>ic  gratlemen  appointed  to  e:camine  the  ballot  boxes  on  the  election  for 
Ae\egfttes  to  Congress,  returned  from  the  conference  room  and  reported,  that 
Geocje  Plater,  \Vil!iam  Paca,  William  Carmichael,  John  Henrj,  James 
Forks,  and  Daniet  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  esqrs.  had  a  majoritj  of  votes ; 
wiiereapon  it  is  declared  in  the  house  of  delegates,  that  the  hon.  George 
Pfafer,  William  Paca,  William  Carmichael,  John  Henrj,  James  Forbes,  and 
JDtaaiel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  esqrs.  are  duly  elected  delegates  to  Congress. 
True  copy  from  the  proceedings.  "By  order, 

J.  DUCKETT,  C.  H.  D. 
Asiiailar  copy  from  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  is  signed,  by  order, 

R.  RIDGELY,  CUrk  of  the  Senate.'' 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  11th  of  August,  from  the  hon.  A.  Lee^ 
CMi.  at  Paris,  directed  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  at  Conj^ress,  were 
read,  together  with  sundry  papers  enclosed  and  refer|*ed  to  therein : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  lodged  with  the  secretary,  for  the  perusal  of  the 
memberf. 

Ad  invoke  of  five  bales  of  merchandise,  shipped  on  board  the  schooner 
Tafaby»  captain  John  Hoadges,  Marblehead,  and  consigned  to  the  hon.  K. 
Gerrr*  esq.  for  account  of  the  hon.  Arthur  Lee,  by  Joseph  Gardoqui  &  Sons, 
vas  (aid  before  Congress : 

Onkveii,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 
AccordiBg  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  wl^ole* 
aid  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee 
reported,  (hat  the  committee  have  had  under  their  further  consideration  the 
propontions  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion^  de- 
sire leave  to  sit  again : 
Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
Htlee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  further  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 
A  Ijetttr,  of  the  12th,  from  Mons.  da  Plessis,  was  read : 
(hdend.  To  lie  on  the  table. 

to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


THURSDAY,  JWrmftcr  19,  1778. 

Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  Mr.  Henry,  tliree  of  tlie  delegates  of 
Marrland,  attended,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

Aletter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-general  Heath  was  read,  enclosing  one  of 
^  1st,  from  William  de  Passern,  major  of  the  regiment  of  Hesse  Hanau, 
aad  one  of  October  31st,  from  brig^er-general  James  Hamilton,  both 
directed  to  major-general  Heath. 

A  letter,  of  the  I2th,  from  gen.  Washington,  and  one  of  this  day  from 
Rawleish  Downman  and  George  Hancock,  of  the  Georgia  troops,  and  ame- 
BOfial  from  col.  Matthews,  of  the  9th  Virginia  regiment,  respecting  specie 
procured  for  his  officers  when  prisoners,  were  read : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  lSth«  from  Mr.  President  Rodney,  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
was  read. 

Tlie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Baily, 

for  1485  dollars,  in  payment  of  a  draught  of  major-general  R.  Howe,  dated 

Charleston,  Soath-Carolina,  August  24,  1778,  in  favor  of  and  endorsed  by 

captain  Rawleigh  Downman,  for  that  sum ;  it  being  agreeable  to  a  letter  of 

advice  of  the  same  date  from  maior-gen.  R.  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That,  upon  the  application  of  the  marine  committee,  a  warrant  issue  on 

the  treasurer  in  their  ^avor,  for  10,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  board 

m  the  middle  district ;  the  said  marine  committee  to  be  accountable. 
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The  coiutnittee  on  the  treasury  havins,  according  to  an  order  of  Congress, 
considered  a  petition,  of  William  Doad  and  others,  dated  November  9, 
irrS,  report. 

That  toe  allowance  made  by  Congress  to  the  petitioners  for  their  services, 
as  expresses,  agreeably  to  a  report  of  the  commissioners  of  claims,  appearing 
to  be  fully  sufficient,  the  prayer  of  tde  petition  for  an  augmentation  of  pay, 
ought  not  to  be  granted  : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  said  committee  having  also  considered  a  petition  of  lieutenant-col. 
Crenis,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  Tliat  a  warrant  issue  on  tne  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant-col. 
Crenis,  for  600  dollars,  in  full  for  his  services  whilst  employed  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

Thiit  there  is  due  to  Beniamin  Armitage,  for  superintending  the  making 
of  paper  for  loan-office  certificates,  from  September  22d,  to  November  12th, 
1778,  260  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Bates,  for  three  fire-hoods  for  the  treasury  and 
commissioners'  5ffice,  62  dollars  : 

That  there  is  due  to  Michael  Hay,  for  riding  express  to  Morris-town  in 
March,  1777,  20  dollars  :  * 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Mr.  Ouane,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  attended,  and  produced  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read  as  follows  : 

«  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

"  Jn  Jissembly^  Thursdayy  October  15,  1778. 

'*  A  message  from  the  honorable  the  senate,  by  Mr.  Park,  and  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

*'  State  of  New-York.    In  Senate,  October  15, 1778. 

"  Resolved,  That  if  the  hon.  house  of  assembly  concur  herein,  the  number 
of  delegates  from  this  state  in  general  Congress  be  five  :  that  three  of  them 
^at  least  statedly  attend,  and  tliat  any  two  of  the  three  attending,  be  autho- 
fized  to  represent  this  state. 

*'  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parks  carry  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
honorable  house  of  assembly.         , 

*^  A  true  copy  from  the  minutes : 

**  ROBERT  BENSON,  Clerk. 
"Resolved,  That  this  house  do  concur  with  the  hon.  senate  in  their  resolu- 
tion of  this  day,  on  the  subject  of  electing  delegates  to  the  general  Congress. 
**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vrooman  and  Mr.  J.  Clarke  carry  a  copy  of  the  above 
resolution  of  this  house  to  the  honorable  senate. 

"Ftiday^  nine  o^dock,  A.  M.  October  16,  1778. 

'•Resolved,  That  the  hon.  James  Duane,  Gouvemeur,  Morris,  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, William  Flo^d,  and  Francis  Lewis,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hei^eby  de- 
clared duly  nominated  and  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in 
the  general  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

«  By  order  of  the  house : 

^  WALTER  LIVINGSTON,  Speaker. 

"  A  similar  resolution  from  the  senate  was  read. 
*'  Signed  by  order  of  the  senate : 

**  PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT,  PresidenU^ 
Tlie  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  colonel  MelchiOr, 
barrack-master,  brought  in  a  report,  which  being  read  : 
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Onlerr J,  That  the  firet  part  be  re-committed. 

The  previous  question  being  moved  on  the  second,  was  carried  in  the  af- 
finna^Te,  that  the  question  thereon  be  not  now  put. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  wais  on  the  letter  of  the  14th  from  gen.  Wash- 
ington, tad  the  copj  of  sir  Henry  Clinton's  letter  of  the  lOth,  relative  to 
an  exchaose  of  the  convention  troops,  being  read  : 

HauhM,  That  gen.  Washington  be  empowered  and  directed  to  appoint 
cMBoissioners,  and  fix  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  to  confer  with 
the  ctfamlssioiiers  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  sir  Henry  Clinton,  or 
Qtker  the  commander  in  cliief  of  the  British  forces  in  America,  on  behalf  of 
^  Britannic  majesty,  on  the  exchange  proposed  by  sir  Henry  Clinton  in  his 
letter  to  gea.  Washington  of  the  lOtli  instant,  of  tne  officers  in  the  service  of 
these  states,  now  prisoners  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  enemy,  or  out  on 
parole,  for  the  officers  and  men  of  the  troops  of  the  convention,  according  to 
their  ranks  and  numbers,  officers  of  equal  rank  to  be  first  exchanged  :  after 
lahidb,  if  it  shall  be  necessary,  an  equivalent  of  inferior  for  superior  officers^ 
and>lf^eeable  to  such  equivalent,  all  the  ofiicers  of  the  army  shall  be  ex- 
changed, and  a  tialance  of  officers  remain  in  their  hands,  then  an  equivalent  of 
privates  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  such  officers,  shall  be  settled  according  to 
the  customary  proportion,  or  such  proportion  as  may  be  agreed  on.  The  com- 
missioners so  to  be  ap|K>inted,  by  virtue  hereof,  to  make  report  of  their  pro* 
ceedings  to  gen.  Washington,  wno  is  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empower- 
ed Anally  to  ratify  the  terms  of  the  said  exchange  on  behalf  of  these  United 
Staus. 

R&olcfi^  That  gen.  Washington  be  directed  to  call  for  gen.  Bursoyne 
and  other  officers  of  the  convention  troops  now  prisoners  to  these  United' 
States  on  parole,  whenever  the  interest  of  these  United  States  shall,  in  his 
cyiroioa,  render  it  necessary. 

Mr.  il'Kean  laid  before  Congress,  in  writing,  an  information  of  personal 
abase  he  last  night  received  from  brigadier  Thompson,  on  account  of  his  con- 
duct in  Congress,  and  of  abusive,  disrespectful,  and  contemptuous  expres- 
fions  uttered  b  v  the  said  brigadier  Thompson  against  Congress     Whereupon, 
Ordered^  Tfiat  brieadier  Thompson  attena   at  the  bar  df  this  house  to- 
iDorrov  morning  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  answer  the  charge  brought  against  him 
br  the  hon.  Thomas  M'Kean,  esq.  a  member  of  this  house ;  and  that  the  said 
brig.  gen.  Thompson  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  charge  against  him. 
A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  lo  the  committee  on  the  letters  from  the 
inrqiiis  de  la  Fayette. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  col.  R.  H.  Harrison,  was  read,  expressing  his 
obli^tions  to  Congress  for  the  honor  done  him  by  appointing  him  a  membef' 
o/die  board  of  war,  and  informing,  that  the  difficulties  which  operated 
^ftit  his  accepting  a  seat  in  the  board  of  war  still  prevail  in  his  mind, 
aad  compel  him  again  to  decline  the  appointment. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brougnt  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan -office  of  the 
United  States  be  respectively  directed  to  receive  for  loan-office  certificates, 
Mch  bills  of  credit  only  as  have  been  or  may  be  emitted  by  Congress ;  any 
I'esolotioo  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  JTovember  20,  1778. 

Jiesolvedt  That  Mr.  M«  Smith  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  marine  coqi* 
fflittee  for  the  dtate  of  Virginia. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  gen.  Washington  to  major  Washington,  of  col. 
Morlan's  dragoons*  ivas  laid  before  Congress,  and  read;  Whereupon, 

^  Voj-.ni.  17 
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Resolved,  That  major  Washington  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Iteotenant- 
colonel,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant-colonel  Bird«  of  col.  Baylor's  draeoons, 
resiraed ;  and  that  he  pfoceed  to  Bristol  and  take  the  command  m  col. 
BajTor^s  regiment. 

A  letter,  of  this  day.  from  H.  Be^kman  Livingston,  col.  of  the  4th  batta- 
lion of  New-York  forces,  was  read,  Requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

Oriered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  boaru  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  S.  Deane,  esq.  was  read,  enclosiitig  a  letter  of 
July  d2d,  to  him,  froYn  J.  Williams,  at  Passy,  near  Paris. 

According  to  order,  brigadier-general  Thompson  attemling,  was  tailed  in, 
and  t1)e  information  and  cnarge  exhibited  against  him  being  read,  and  brtga- 
dier  Thompson  beiH^  called  upon  to  answer,  denied  the  charge :  Whereupon, 
he  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  withdrew. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  meet  on  Monday  nelt.  at  6  o^cloek,  P.  M.toex> 
amine  witnesses  respectingthe  charge  against  brigadier  Thompson  : 

That  brigadier-general  Thompson  foe  directed  to  attend  at  that  time  with 
his  witnesses : 

^rhatthe  secretary  issue  a  summona  to  William  Augustus  Atlee^etitq.John 
fivans,  esq.  col.  Joseph  Deane,  capt.  John  Purviance,  Mr.  Thomas  Bradford 
and  Paul  Fooks,  esq.  respectively,  to  attend  this  house  on  Monday  next,  at 
6  o'^clock,  P.  M.  to  give  evidence  In  the  case  above-tnentioned. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  and  one  of  the  9th,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  at 
tVilliamsburgh,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  7th,  and  the  last  paragraph  of  the  letter 
of  the  i9th,be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

According  to  order,  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  commit- 
tee nave  had  under  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  hut  nut 
having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Resolved^  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resblired  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to 
them. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  weik 
read,  respecting  the  publication  of  the  treaties  of  commerce  and  alliance. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  JVwefii6«r  24^  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  colonel  Hartley,  at  Fort-Jenkitis,  on  the  north- 
eist  branch  of  Susquehantia,  and  one  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washington, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  hotter  of  th«  13th,  from  brigadier  nand,  respecting 
an  attack  dn  col.  Atden^s  regiment  in  Cherry-Valley ;  also  another  of  the 
I6th,  from  gen.  W^a8hington,'%nclosin^  a  memorial  from  brigadier  du  Portail, 
on  a  general  system  of  fortification  for  the  United  States ;  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  last  letter  from  gen.  Washington  be  referred  .to  the 
board  of  war,  and  that  the  memorial  therein  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
Inarine  Committee. 

R^dlved,  That  Mr.  Roberdeau  be  appointed  a  member^  of  the  mafme 
committee  for  the  state  of  PennsyHrania. 

According  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  repf^rted,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to  them,  and  have  made  some  progress,  but  nut  having  come  to  a  ccraclusioii) 
desire  leave  sit  again : 
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^  ,  That  on  Monday  neit,  at  one  o'clock,  Coogresii  be  resolved 

into  acoBunittee  of  the  wbole»  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred 
to  them. 

AdjoacBodto  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JVcn?em6er  23, 177B. 

A  BeBorial  from  brigadier  William  Thompson  was  read »  Whereupon,  9, 
HMCitv  was  UMde  as  follows : 

A  aemorial  from  brigadier  William  Thompson  having  been  read,  and  it 
appearifl^  that  the  said  memorial  contains  oporobriona  language  againatt  and 
KoadaloQa  reSectiona  upon,  the  character  ota  member  present  in  Congress* 

Jteefoetf,  that  the  said  brigadier  William  Thompson  has,  bv  offering  the 
said  memorial,  been  guilty  of  an  inault  to  tlie  honor  and  dignity  orthis 
house,  and  a,  breach  oi  privilege : 

On  which  the  previous  question  was  moved. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery, 


,>V-/fawprii  r,  Mr.  Whipple, 
JtfMWkrAilk  Hr*  &  Adaau^ 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Hohen, 
tk^Jp-Abrnd,    Mr.  Elleiy, 

Celling 


.Xn-Tvk, 


Dehufartf 

Virginia, 


S.'CaroUna, 


Mr.  Shenittn, 

Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 

CfingMi, 

So  H  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  queation  was  then  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Psca, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  P«C4^ 

Cannichael, 

Hemy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M  Smith, 
Mr.  Pcnq, 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Ifr.  lAurens, 

Dtwyton, 


S^ak'ldand, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geiry, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  KlleT>, 

CoUiiis, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

BUfVorth, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Clingan, 


ay") 
«vLay 

ay  >^y 
fly 

ay 


ly 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Firginia, 
N.'CareUna, 

S,' Carolina, 


Mr.  M*Kean, 
Mr.  Pact, 

Carroicbael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smitli, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Harnett, 

Williams, 
Mr.  Laurensb 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 


JM  it  waa  resolved  in  the  afllrmative. 


Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Betowed,  That  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars  be  advanced  to  lieutenant-col. 
Temple,  of  the  lat  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  to  discharge  the  arrears  of  pa^ 
dueto  tho  said  regiment,  and  to  re-inlist  such  of  the  men  whose  times  are 
about  expiring: 

Tliat  the  mon  to  re^inlisted  in  the  said  regiment,  on  being  furnished  with 
the  asual  state  bounty  by  the  government  of  Virginia,  shall  te  considered  aa 
s  fmrt  of  th«  qaotaoi  tmit  »tate» 

Hesolvfd,  That  gen.  Washiujrton  be  empowered  and  directed  to  take  sucji 
tteassna  with  r«apoct  to  the  omcers  of  the  conveption  of  Saratoe^,  who  are 
sd^cta  of  nutfor-jgen.  Heath's  letter  of  tho  2d  iust^  and  of  brigadier  Hamil- 
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ton's,  of  October  Slat,  enclosed  in  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the  12th  inst. 
as  to  him  shall  seem  proper. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  98  half  Johannes  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  to  col. 
George  Matthews,  of  the  9th  Virginia  reeiment ;  he  to  be  accountable ;  it 
being  moneys  advanced  by  him  to  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment,  wfaea 
prisoners  with  the  enemy :  1 

^  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  informed  hereof,  and  tiiat  he 
be  directed  to  certify  to  the  treasury  board  the  state  of  the  officers' accounts,    j 
and  deduct  so  much  from  the  said  sum  as  may  appear  to  be  due  to  them.         ,i 

According  to  order,  brigadier  William  Thompson,  and  the  witnesses  sum-  ^ 
inoned,  except  Mr.  Atlee,  attending,  were  called  in  and  examined ;  after  • 
which  brigadier  Thompson,  being  heard,  withdrew :  :) 

OrderM,  That  the  consideration  of  this  matter  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow.  ^i 

TUESDAY,  jybvember  24,  1778, 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  relative  to  the  in- 
spectorship under  baron  Steuben : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  £3d,  from  B.  P.  Smith,  Thomas  Eddison,  afnd  George  Bond, 
clerks  in  the  secretary's  office ;  also,  one  of  the  16th,  from  James  Stevenson, 
Samuel  Downe,  and  Moses  Emerson,  commissioners  of  accounts,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Orderedy  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  or  lieutenant* 
colonel  Behjamin  Temple,  for  377  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the 
balances  due  on  sundry  purchases,  and  for  making  up  clothing  in  pursuance 
of  gen.  Washington's  orders  of  December  30th,  1777;  the  said  lieutenant- 
colonel  Temple  to  be  accountable. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended. and  took 
his  seat  in  Confess. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  tlie  report  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ment ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  settlement  of  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  has  been 
attei^ded  with  much  difficulty  and  delay,  inasmuch  as  no  general  principles 
have  been  adopted  and  uniformly  pursued : 

Resolved  therefore.  That,  upon  any  dispute  of  rank,  tlie  following  rules 
shall  be  hereafter  observed  : 

1.  For  determining  rank  in  the  continental  line,  between  all  colonels  and 
inferior  officers  of  different  states,  between  like  officers  of  infantry,  and 
those  of  horse  and  artillery,  appointed  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  by 
virtue  of  a  resolution  of  September  16th,  1776,  or  by  virtue  of  any  subse- 
quent resolution  prior  to  January  1st,  1777,  all  such  officers  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  their  commissions  dated  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  and  their  rela- 
tive rank  with  respect  to  each  other,  in  the  continental  line  of  the  army, 
shall  be  determined  by  their  rank  prior  to  the  l6tir^ay  of  September,  1776 : 
this  rule  shall  not  be  considered  to  effect  the  rank  of  the  line  wittiin  any 
*8tate  or  within  the  corps  of  artillery,  horse,  or  among  the  16  additional  bat- 
talions, where  the  rank  hath  been  settled ;  but  shall  be  the  rule  to  determine 
the  relative  rank  within  the  particular  line  of  artillery,  so  far  as  the  rank 
remains  unsettled. 

2.  In  the  second  instance  preference  shall  be  given  to  commissions  in 
the  new  levies  and  flying-camp. 

">  3.^In  determining  rank  between  continental  officers,  in  other  respects  equa., 
proper  respect  shall  be  had  to  their  commissions  in  the  militia,  where  they 
have  served  in  the  continental  army  for  the  space  of  one  month. 
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4.  All  colonels  and  inferior  officers  appointed  to  vacancies  since  the  5th 
day  of  lannarjr  1777,  shall  take  rank  from  the  right  of  succession  to  sach 


5.  la  all  cases  where  the  rank  between  two  officers  of  different  states  is 

7ial,  or  between  an  officer  of  state  troops  and  one  of  cavalry,  artillery,  or 
die  idditioDal  battalions,  the  precedence  is  to  be  determined  by  lot. 

6L  AJi  officers  who  have  been  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  being  appointed  by 
thev  slate,  and  a^n  enter  into  the  service,  shall  do  it  agreeably  to  the  fol- 
Jsvngnile,  that  is  to  say :  All  of  the  rank  of  captains,  and  under,  shall  en* 
ttr  into  the  same  Tegiroent  to  which  they  formerly  belonged  ;  and  if  the 
ieginient  is  dissolved  or  otherwise  reduced,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
irst  vacancy  in  any  regiment  of  the  state  in  their  proper  rank,  after  the  * 
officers  belonging  to  such  regiment  have  been  provided. 

?•  The  roles  of  rank  above  laid  down  between  officers  of  different  states, 
are  to  govern  between  officers  of  the  same  state,  except  in  cases  where  the 
state Ittve  laid  down  a  different  rule  or  already  settlea  their  rank. 

8.  A  teaignation  shall  preclude  any  claim  or  benefit  from  former  rank 
nailer  a  new  appointment. 

Whereas  from  the  alteration  of  the  establishment  and  other  causes,  many 
vaJnaUe  officers  have  been  and  may  be  omitted  in  the  new  arrangement,  as 
being  sspemvonerary,  who,  from  their  conduct  and  services,  are  entitled  to 
IhelMOorable  notice  of  Congress,  and  to  a  saitable  provision  until  they  can 
Teknmtaeivil  life  with  advantage  : 

Bashtd  tkerefore^  That  Congress  gratefiilly  acknowledge  the  faithful 
services  af  such  officers,  and  that  all  supernumerary  officers  be  entitled  to 


yeaHii  miy  of  their  commissions  respectively,  to  be  computed  from  the 

time  sadb  officers  had  leave  of  absence  from  the  commander  in  chief  on  this 

account.    And  Congress  do  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  states  to 

which  sach  officers  k^long,  to  make  such  farther  provision  for  them  as  their 

respective  circumstances  and  merits  may  entitle  them  to. 

hmUeedf  That  ail  officers  who  have  been  in  the  service,  and,  having  beea 
priflODers  with  the  enemy,  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  exchanged  or  other- 
wise released,  shall,  if  appointed  by  the'  authority  of  the  state,  be  entitled, 
in  case  of  vacancy,  to  enter  into  the  service  of  their  respective  state  in  such 
rank  as  they  would  have  had  if  they  had  never  been  captured ;  provided 
always,  that  every  such  officer  do,  within  one  month  after  his  exchange  or 
release,  signify  to  the  authority  of  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  his  release 
nd  his  desire  to  enter  again  into  the  military  service : 

That  every  officer  so  released,  and  giving  notice  as  aforesaid,  shall,  until 
estrr  into  actual  service,  be  allowed  half-pay  of  the  commission  to  which  by 
the  Jtregoing  resolve  he  stands  entitled  ;  provided  always,  that,  in  case  of 
h»  receiving  any  civil  office  of  profit,  such  half-pay  shall  thenceforth  cease. 

Whereas  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  that  some  rule  for  promo- 
tioa  be  established :  therefore, 

Beaidved,  Tliat  it  be  recommended  to  the  severat  states  to  provide,  that 
in  all  fntnre  promotions  officers  rise  regimentally  to  the  rank  ofcaptain,  and 
thence  in  the  line  of  the  state  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  except  in  cases  where 
a  preference  may  be  given  on  account  of  distinguished  merit. 

BmobMd,  That  no  brevets  be  for  the  future  granted,  except  to  officers  in 
the  fine  or  in  case  of  very  eminent  services. 

Aulved,  That  a  brigadier,  out  of  brigadiers  of  the  infantry,  be  appointed 
bjmend  Washington  to  command  the  cavalry. 

Maohed,  That  pay-masters,  not  being  of  the  rank  of  captains,  quarter- 
flusfersand  adjutants,  be  entitled  to  receive  20  dollars  per  month  subsistencei 
money,  in  lieu  of  rations. 
Beidved,  That  all  officers  and  persons  employed  on  the  staff  shall  receive 
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fur  subsistence  monej»  OQe>Uiird  of  a  dollar  fof  eacb  extra  catioa  kenetofore 
allowed  them. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Stevens,  of  the  artillery,  now  holdiog      j 
that  rank  bj  brevet,  be  appointed  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  artiller/ ;  and  that 
bis  jcommission  bear  date  from  that  of  his  brevet ;  and  that  he  be  entitled  to 
take  command  on  the  first  vacancy  that  may  fall  in  the  artillery. 

Benolved,  That  adjutants,  pay-masters  and  quarter-masters,  taken  from 
the  line,  be  ag^ain  admitted  into  the  rank  they  would  have  been  entitled  « 
to»  had  they  continued  in  the  line :  and  such,  adjutants,  pay-masters,  and 
cfuarter-masters,  not  taken  from  the  line,  may  be  admissible  into  the  line,  ia 
snch  sutialtern  ranks  as,  by  a  signed  certificate  from  the  fiold  officers  of  their 
respective  corps,  they  shall  be  deemed  competent  to. 

jResotvedt  That  the  regiment  commanded  by  col.  Mqses  Hazen  be  con- 
tinued on  its  original  establishment ;  and  that  no  new  appointments  or  pro- 
motions of  officers  be  made  therein  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  arrangement  transmit  to  the  b<»rd  of  war 
lists  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  arranged  by  them  in  tke  several  regiments 
and  corps,  specifying  the  time  of  their  respective  appointments  or  promotions 
to  their  present  rank,  to  be  re^stefed  in  the  war  office ;  and  that  commissions 
be  issued  to  the  said  officers  accordingly :  and  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
war  is  hereby  ordered  to  transmit  copies  of  the  said  arrangement  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  finish  the  arrangemeBt 
of  the  army  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  that  the  committee 
of  arrangement  furnish  the  board  with  such  papers  and  documents  as  they 
are  possessed  of  respecting  the  same ;  and  that  all  disputes  about  rank  in  the 
army  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  to  be  determined  acconiiog  to 
the  rules  of  the  army. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  forthwith  lay  before  Congress  a  list  of  the 
continental  brieadiers  and  battalions,  together  with  the  states  to  which  they 
respectively  belong. 

Adjourned  to  tea  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  J^vember  25,  \77B.  i 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Ciingan,  and  Mr.  Searle,  three  delegates  for  Peon-  ' 
sylvania,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  ot  the  delegates  of  that  ' 
state,  which  were  read,  and  are  as  follows :  '^ 

*•  In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  Friday,  Mivember  20,  1778. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  and  read,  the  house  proceeded  by 
ballot  to  the  election  of  delegates  in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  when  the     i 
following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  Daniel  Roberdeau,  William  Cliogan, 
Edward  Biddle,  John  Armstrong,  William  Shippen  tlie  elder,  Samuel  Atlee,     '-^ 
and  James  Searle,  esqrs. 

Extract  from  tn(«  minutes,  3 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly:"^ 

Resolved,  That  Congress  meet  this  afternoon  at  six  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  William  Augustus  Atlee  be  summoned  to  attend  Congress  i 
at  that  hour,  to  give  evidence  on  the  charge  against  bricadier  William  Tkomp-  | 
son  ;  and  that  brigadier  William  Thompson  be  notified  to  attend.  I 

.  A  letter,  of  the  1  Sth,  from  Charles  Frederick  Bedaulx,  and  one  of  the  fid, 
from  major-general  Sullivan,  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  f8th,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  fiapeni  eaeloeed, 
relative  to  count  Holkauski,  and  a  letter  of  the  9th,  from  mijor-f  eaerai  haron 
de  Kalb,  respecting  major  Rogers,  were  read :  ' 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 


:'.i 
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A  Idtter,  tA^  the  522d,  from  C«  lli»dfi«y,  presideiit  of  the  state  of  DeUwarov 
and  one  «C  October  2Sd,  from  Thoinas  Ohittenden,  were  read. 

Mr.  Withersponn,  a  delegate  from  the  atate  of  New*Jeniej,  attended,  aod 
laii4\w€MeC»fijrrees  powers  to  the  delegates  of  that  state  to  ratify  the  con- 
fedentMO,  which  were  read,  as  follows  : 

*'  rL.S  ]  Bj  his  exeelleiicy  William  LHliigston,  esq.  gjnvcmor,  captain-genernl,  and  oommandef 
M  dM^  ia  aid  over  ite  Matetit'^i^v-JeDiey  and  tctiiowiea  tbei^evato  tMslongiiig,  ahimfirltor  Aud 


^To  aU  tD  whoM  these  {Nvsents  shall  coane,  i^reedng:  luiow  re,  thai 
aaapg  the  records  in  the  secretary's  effice,  ia  the  stalie  of  New-Jersey,  theno 
ka  certain  instrument  of  writing  pur^rtii)^  to  be  an  act  of  the  council  and 
geaenal  aaecwhlv  of  the  said  state,  whieh  said  act  is  contained  in  the  words 
aad  tenor  here  AiUowing^  to  wit : 

An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey 
in  Congress,  to  subscribe  and  ratify  tiie  artietes  of  confederation  and  per- 
petnai  anion  tetwteen  the  several  statea. 

Wheieas, articles  of  confederation  and  perpetoal  union,  between  the  statea 
of  NeW'ttanpahire,  Massachasetts-Hay,  Khode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, Connecticut,    New-York,   New-Jersey,   Fenn«vlvania,  Delaware^ 
Maryiaad,  Virginia*  North^Caruilina,  Moulih-CaroUna,  and  Georgia,  signed  in 
the  Congress  of  the  said  states,  by  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  tlieir  pre-' 
Bident,  we  been  laid  before  the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  be  ratified  by 
the  fame  if  approved :  and,  whereas,,  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  said 
iniclea  of  con  federation  and  perpetual  union  are  considered,  'as  in  divers 
Rspects,  oaeqaai  and  disadvantageous  to  this  atate^  and  the  objections  to 
aeveraJ  it  the  said  articles  lately  stated  and  sent  to  the  general  Congress 
afwesaid,  on  the  part  of.  this  state*  are  still  viewed  as  just  and  reasonable* 
aad  saadry  of  them  as  of  the  most  essential  moment  to  the  welfare  and  hap> 
]MKSS  flf  the  good  people  thereof;  yet,  under  the  full  conviction  of  the 
present  necessity  of  acceding  to  the  confederacy  proposed*  and  that  every 
Kpacate  and  detached  state  interest  ought  to  be  postponed  to  the  general 
gm  of  the  union ;  and  moreover,  in  firm  reliance  that  the  candor  and  justice 
of  tbe  several  states  will,  in  due  time,  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  in- 
e^Biffty  which  now  subsists : 

SeeL  IgL  Be  it  enacted  by  the  council  and  general  assembly  of  this  state, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  hon.  John 
Widierspoony  Abraham  Clark,  Nathaniel  Sk:udder,and  Elias  Boudinot,  esqrs. 
^legates,  representing  this  state  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or 
aaj  one  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized,  empowered,  and 
i&reded,  on  behalf  of  this  state,  to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  said  articles  of 
caaferferation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  states  aforesaid. 

8teL  2<f.  And  be  ft  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the 
said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  so  as  aforesaid  subscribed 
and  ratified,  shaH  thenceforth  become  conclusive  as  to  this  state,  and  obliga- 

taiy  thereon. 

Cottncil  Chamber,  November  19, 1778. 

This  bin,  having  been  three  times  read  in  council. 
Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 
By  order  of  the  house,  W.  LIVINGSTON,  President. 

House  of  Jissembljf,  JV'*oveni6er  20^^,  1778. 
This  bill,  having  been  three  times  read  in  the  house  of  assembly, 
Mesdced,  Tliat  the  same  do  pass. 
Br  Older  of  Ae  house,  CALEB  CAMP,  Speaker  pro  tern. 

All  which,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  I  have  caused  to  be  exemplified. 
in  testimony  whereof^  the  great  seal  of  the  said  state  of  New-Jersey  is  here-* 
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itnto  affixedi  at  Treoton,  the  20th  daj  of  November,  io  the  jear  of  ojiir  L»rd 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -ei^lit,  and  in  the  third  year  of  the 
independencv  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON. 
Bv  his  excellencv's  command, 

))OWLES  REED,  Secretary^' 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  P.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  c^mi- 
mittee  have  had  under  their  farther  consideration,  the  propositions  to  them 
referred,  and  made  some  farther  progress,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  coa- 
closion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again: 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
oommittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  diem. 

Six  o'clook,  P.  M. 

■ 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  admiral  Gambler,  was  read,  relative  to  an  officer 
of  the  king  his  master's  ship,  wrecked,  as  he  says,  in  carrying  a  flar : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  October 
SOth,  from  commissary  Beatty. 

Mr.  Frost,  a  delegate  from  New*Haropshire,  attended,  and  produced  a 
resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state  as  follows : 

«  STATE  OF  NEW.HAMPSHIRE  : 

^  In  the  Home  of  Representatives,  October  31,  1778. 

'  '^  Voted  and  resolved,  that  any  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  state  to  the 
honorable  Continental  Congress  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  represent  this  state  in  said  Congress,  at  all  times,  in  ihe  absence  of 
the  other  delegates  from  this  state,  until  the  articles  of  confederation  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  ratified  by  all  the  states. 
^  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

"  JOHN  LANGDON:  Speaker. 

*^  In  CouKciLy  tlie  same  day,  read  and  concurred, 

"E.  THOMSON,  Secretary. 
•'  A  true  copy,  examined  by  "  E.  THOMSON,  Secretary. ^^ 

The  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  being  en* 
gaged  on  the  bench  in  a  trial  in  a  capital  case,  could  not  attend  agreeable 
to  the  summons :  Whereupon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  JVorewfter  26,  1778. 

• 

In  Dursuance  of  the  powers  to  them  granted,  the  delegates  of  New-Jersej 
signea  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  alter  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  th^m. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovember  27,  1773. 

^  A  memorial  from  Abraham  Whipple,  and  others,  commanders  in  the  con- 
tinental navy ;  also  a  memorial  from  sundry  ofiicers  of  marines,  and  a  copy 
of  a  memorial  from  27  officers  in  the  navy.  Were  read. 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
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A  letter  from  the  hon.  J.  Adains>  esq.  was  read,  respectiDff  the  late  licut. 
Banm^familT: 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
K  letter,  of  the  aist,  from  gen.  Washington,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed  } 
a^Booneof  the  526th,  from  baron  Steuben,  were  read  : 
CMflrvd,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  28tli,  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New-Jersej,  and  one  of  the 
Mkf  fron  col.  Hartley,  at  Sunburj,  were  read  : 
Ordmd^  That  a  copy  of  col.  Hartley's  letter  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington. 

A  petition^  of  capt  John  Lightboum,  was  read,  setting  forth  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  and  praying  for  liberty  to  carry  thither 
bread,  foor^  and  Indian  corn : 

Eaoived^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  granted. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  with  a  paper  en- 
aeaed,  respecting  a  regiment  raised  under  the  command  of  colonel  Bedel  : 
^^herenpoo, 

Raehtd,  That  the  regiment  under  col.  Bedel,  be  disbanded. 

A  memorial  from  Eleazer  Wheelock,  was  read  : 

Ordend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter  and  memorial  from  Thomas  Oalbreath,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  respecting  col.  Seth  War- 
ner's rcgJBwnt,  report. 

Thai  It  appears  by  a  resolution  of  December  21st,  1776,  that  officers  were 
te  receive  psy  on  the  new  establishment  from  the  time  of  their  being  appoint- 
ed by  &e  stites ;  and  by  a  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  which  they  have  re- 
ceived frwk  Mr.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  and  which  accompanies  this 
re^pert,  it  appears  that  officers  were  paid  accordingly ;  the  committee  there- 
lore  are  of  opinion,  that  officers  appointed  by  Congress  to  raise  regiments,  to 
serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  previous  to  the  7th  day  of  October, 
177^«a|l|it  to  receive  additional  pay  from  that  time,  and  that  the  motion  to 
then  referred  is  proper,  being  as  follows : 

Whcreia  it  is  represented  that  the  officers  of  col.  Seth  Warner's  regiment, 
who  enpgtd  in  the  service  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  previous  to 
Ae7di  day  of  October,  1776,  have  not  been  allowed  Ae  additional  pay  made 
tD  the  wages  of  officers  bv  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  that  date,  for  the 
tine  between  that  day  and  the  1st  daj  of  January,  1777,  the  commanding 
oficer  of  the  northern  department  bemg  then  in  doubt  whether  they  were 
cftttled  to  it  by  the  said  resolution : 

hmhed,  TTiat  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  commandine  officer  in 
tbe  ■vtheni  department,  that  the  said  officers,  or  others  in  like  circum- 
stucei,  have  not  received  the  said  additional  pay,  he  order  the  same  to  be  paid. 

Megdvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

Besolted^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
ofMr.Penet :  the  members  chosen^  Mr.F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr  Searle. 

According  to  order,  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
lad  alter  some  time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  P.  L.  Lee  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  propositions 
referred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  further  progress,  but  not  having  come 
to  tonclosion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

^»ked.  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee  iff  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 
Ac^'oamed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  M'avember  28,  1778. 

4  letter  of  this  ^7»  ^™  ^^*  ^^  Francey,  was  read : 
Vol  Ul'  18 


isb 


roirttNAl-S  tWr  C0)^9^tSS,  ITlTi. 


^brdefedt  I'hat  it  be  referred 'to'a' committee  of  three  :  the  members  cho- 
sen,  Mr.M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Ad  appeal  from  'the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of 
^Fennsylvatiia,  on  k  libel  <' Thomas  Houston,  versus  sloop  Active/'  was 
lodgecf  with  the  secretai^y  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  memorial  from  U^U tenant 'Hele  was  read. 

The  eoniitilttee  to  whom  was'referred  the  letter  of  'the  tSth,  from  admiral 
Gambler,  respecting  an  officer,  commander  of  the  Hotham,  6cc.  reported  the 
'draught  of  a  letter  in  an8\Ver  thereto,  which  Was  taken  into  consideration 
Vind  agreed  to  as  follows : 

'    <<'SiR,  Your'letter  df  the  15th  inst  respecting  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Hotham  sloop  has  been  laid  before  Congress,  and  I  am  instructed  to  inform 
jou,  that  as  the  manifestoes  on  board  that  vessel  were  of  a  seditious  nature, 
an'd  intended  to  op^n  an  unwarrantable  correspondence,  their  being  covered 
bj  a'B^g  bf  truce  Is  by  no  means  an  eitenuation  of  the  olTence:  that  as  no 
respect  is  due  by  the  law  of  nations  to  a  flag  of  truce  when  employed  In 
illicit  practi6^8;'so,  When  detected,  all  the  rights  6f  a'flag  ure  forfeited; 
nor  does  the  accidental  wreck  of  the  vessel  in  question  make  any  distinc- 
tion in  favor  of  thofte  Who  nslyigated  her:  that  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
authorizing  the  'Miture  of  the  flag,  bein^  subsequent  to  the  fact  complained 
of  in  that  resolution,  requires  bo  justification ;  the  Tact  must  necessarily 
precede  the  complaint,  &i^d  the  measures  for  preventing  the  consequences 
of  the  fact:  that  addressing  the  manifesto  in  the  first  instance  to  Congress 
'Sd66s  not  prote  that  it  was  not  seditious,  since  it  was  at  the  same  time  ad- 
dressed to  the  deveM  assemblies  of  the  United  States,  to  the  cler]^,  to  the 
'iiftcers  ^f  the  American  army,  and  to'the  people  at  large;  which  mcontes- 
^tlbly^^Ws  it  to  be  seditious  and  unwarrantable:  that,  notwithstanding  the 
implied  threat,  that  had  there  been  greater  danger  in  it  than'there  is.  Con- 
*^to  would  nevertheless  have- adhered  to  such  measures  as  are  Justified  by 
*lreason'and  conducive  to  the  general  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c." 

Sundry  reports  from  the  board  of  treasury  were  laid  before  Congress ; 
"Whereupon^ 

^'Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of 
'thecdntinental  loan -office  in  the  6tate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  major- 

Sin'eM  Thomas  Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  for  50,000  dollars,'for 
etltfe  of  his  de^rtmfent;  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable : 
On  passing  this  OHler,  the'yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 'Laurent, 


Ifew-HampMre,  Mr,  Whipple, 

Ftost, 
'Mi»kti^9tU^9ajf,'Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geity, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
EUsworth, 
Mr.  Doane, 
Mr.  Scudder, 


Jihode-Itland, 
CtfnfiecHCfa, 


no 
ay 


no 


y 
J 

no  yno 


Penfuyhama, 
Virgimot 


Mr.  Roberdeau,  no 
Chngtui,  ay 
Seane,  ay 

Mr.'Camiidiael,  ^ 
Hemy, 

Mr.  F.  L.  liee, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 

Mr.  Laurena^ 

Uutson, 


So  itpfissed  in  the  affirmative. 

Orderedj  That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commisaioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  50,000  dollars,  in 
favor  ot  Isaac  Forster,  esq.  deputy  director-general  in  the  eastern  district, 
for  the  use  of  his  department ;  for  which  he  is  ti>  be  accountable : 

That  another  warrant  issue  on  the  treasarer  in  fiiYorof  Isaac  Fofster,  esq. 
deputy  director-general  in  th6  eastern  district,  for  25,000  dollars,  to  be  paid 


^ 


to  James  Davidson,  for  the  use  of  the  said  department ;  the  said,  deputy  di- 
rector-^neral  to  be  accountable  : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Natlianiel  Appleton,  esq.  commissioner  of  th/e 
condneatal  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massacliusetts-Bay,  for  300  dollars** 
in  faTorof  David  Mosel^,  it  being  advanced  him  on  account  of  copper-plate 
printi]^;  for  which  he  is  to.  be  accountable : 

Thai  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  captun  Isaiah  Johnstpiv 
for  5€S4  dollars,  to  answer  two  sets  of  exchange.  No,  36,  for  500  dollars^  and 
No.  5r,  for  4564  dollars^  drawn  by  the  late.  William  Kennon,  deceased,  i,^ 
firor  of  David  Flower,  dated  April  14th,  1777 ;  and  that  the  said  sum  91 
5084  dollars  be  charged  to  tlie  account  of  the  said  William  Kennon,  de- 
ceased : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jonathan  DaytoA^  esa. 
for  lOgOOO  dollars,  in  dischai^  of  a  bill  drawn  by  William  Palfrey,  esq^.  p^y- 
■>aster  general,  for  that  sum,  in  favor  of  the  said  Jonathan  Dayton,  d^ted 
October  ISth,  1778,  expressed  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  ibe  United 
States  (^America ;  the  said  pay-master  genera,!  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Bailey,  for  1000 
JoHars,  in  payment  of  a  draught  of  major-general  R.  Howe,  dated  Chai;les- 
too.  Sooth -Carolina,  August  l4th,  1778,  in  lavor  of  capt.  Rawleigh  Dowr- 
Bian,aod  endorsed  by  him  for  that  sum,  it  being  agreeable  to  a  letter  of  ad* 
nee,  of  the  same  date*  from  major-gen.  R.  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  col.  John  Cox.  assistaDit 
^wtK-master  geqeral,  for  3,500,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  department 
M  mi^or-geiL  Green,  quarter- master  general,  who  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  varrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  major-gen.  Lee,  for  lOOP 
iolltn  adfanced  him :  he  to  be  accountable : 

TkU  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  capt.  Richard^  Cali,  for 
900  dollars,  for  the  use  of  col.  Benjamin  Temple,  to  enable  him  to  pay  sun- 
dry balances  due  from  the  1st  battalion  of  light  dragoons,  in  consequence  of 
the  ordersof gen.  Washington,  pf the  30th  ofyecember  last  ;.the  said  poUviel 
Temple  to  t)e  accountable :  ,. 

Inat  tbere  be  advanced  to  col.  Benjamin  Flower,  commissary-general  of 
mlharj  stores,  100,000  dollars^  for  the  use  of  his  department ;  tor  which  he 
is  to  be  accountable. 

Resoltedj  That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  a  warrant  on  Thomas 
Smithy  in  favor  of  J.  Cox,  and  an  advance  to  Isaac  Melchior>  be  postponed. 

RaUved,  That  the  several  managers  of  the  United  States  lottery  be  al- 
Wwed,  for  their  services  whilst  acting  in  th^t  department,  four  dollars  a  duy^ 
fcnwas  to  the  5th  of  February  last ;  five  dollars  a  day  from  that  to  the  pre- 
:»eat6ne  ;  and  that  their  allowance  for  future  services  be  determined  at  th^ 
ci&ie  fif  the  drawing  of  the  second  class. 

Tht  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  part  of  the  memc^- 
rtil  of  Robert  Yaoncey,  cornet,  of  the  first  r^meot  of  light  dragoons,  relat- 
ion to  376  dollars,  lost  on  the  sudden  retreat  ofthe  troops  from  Bound -Brook, 
the  ISth  of  April,  and  which  was  part  of  a  sum  put  into  bis  hands  for  the 
fnrpose  of  paying  such  regiment,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

igvdved^  That  the  said  sum  of  376  dollars  be  allowed  to  Robert  Yauncey, 
on  the  settlement  of  his  account. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Greorge  Rice»  resp^ct- 
iop  a  1810  of  public  money  lost  at  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  report,  th^t  they 
bare  ti&en  tlie  same  into  consideratioq,  and,  having  ei^amihed  yiritnessef , 
\key  find  that  the  material  facts  therein  set  forth  are  true,  and  thereffire  are 

ofopioioo, 
Inat  a  warraBt  iflsue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said  captain  Q^oinfi 

Kce,  for  565  dollars*  in  full  for  his  loss  aforesiiid : 
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Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  aaid  report. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au^ 
ditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  dae  to  the  following  persons,  for  saperintending  the  money- 
press,  &c.  as  follows : 

To  John  Biddle,  from  July  30th  to  November  5tli,  177B,  594 dollars;  to 
Isaac  Snowden,  for  the  same  time,  594  dollars ;  to  Peter  Thomson,  for  the 
same  time,  594  dollars ;  to  Nathaniel  Falconer,  from  September  14th  to  No- 
vember 5th,  1778,  318  dollars ;  to  Isaac  Howell,  from  October  13th  to  No- 
▼ember  5th,  1778,  144  dollars ;  to  Isaac  Harrison  Freenock  &  Co.  for  sundry 
articles  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  printers.  &c.  204  30-90  dollars,  making, 
in  tiie  whole,  2,448  30-90  dollars,  for  which  a  warrant  should  issue  in  favor 
of  JohnBiddle: 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  memorial  from  the  magistrates  and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  was  read,  praying  for  a  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  house 
of  employment,  occupied  for  a  continental  hospital : 

Oroered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter,  from  Joseph  March,  of  New-Hampshire,  with  a  printed  paper 
enclosed,  was  read. 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  major-general  Heath's  letter,  of  July 
8th,  with  sundry  papers  relative  to  ensign  Brown,  brought  in  a  report : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponea  to  Tuesday  next 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Jonathan  F.  Morns,  lieutenant  in  col.  Froctoc's 
re^ment,  was  read,  m|uesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission  : 

Ji2eso2vei,  That  he  have  leave,  and  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 
'    Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  JV^emfter  SO,  1778. 

On  motion.  Resolved^  That  Congress  meet  on  Wednesday  evening,  at  six 
o'clock,  to  consider  the  proceedinn  of  the  courts  martial  on  the  trials  of  ma- 
jor-general iLee,  major-seneral  Schuyler,  and  major-general  St  Clair. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
and  memorial  from  major  Whitcombe,  together  with  sundry  other  papers  re- 
lative to  the  attack  on  Cherry- Valley  r 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  and  letter  from  major  Whitcombe  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  war. 

Two  affidavits,  relative  to  the  convention  troops,  were  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  Mr.  G»  Morris. 

A  letter,  of  the  S4th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  desiring  an  advance 
of  50,000  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referjed  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  R.  DifWnman  and 
G.  Hancock,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  me  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  respecting  the  quartering  officers 
of  the  convention  troops : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  board  be  empowered 
and  directed  to  give  such  orders  in  the  premises  as  they  in  their  judg- 
ment shall  think  most  for  the  public  interest  and  safety. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  waf,  was  read,  en- 
closing a  list  of  the  brigadiers  and  the  regiments  composing  the  several  bri- 
' gades : 

.    Ordered^  That  it  be  re-committed. 
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A  letter^  of  October  20th»  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclosing  a  let- 
teoCthe  11th  of  the  same  month,  from  een«  Washington,  and  a  letter  of 
October  8th,  from  Samuel  Nicholas,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  making  pro- 
YWOD  far  the  clothing  of  the  officers : 

Ordendf  That  the  letters  enclosed  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
clothier's  demrtmeat 

Anhed,  That  Mr.  Searle  be  added  to  the  said  committee. 

The  board  of  war  having  transmitted  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  agreement 
eatered  into  with  them  by  George  Rice,  for  a  tract  of  land,  and  erecting  bar- 
racks for  the  convention  troops  in  Virginia,  together  with  a  plan  of  the  said 
barracks: 

Ordend,  That  a  copy  of  the  agreement  and  plan  be  lodged  with  the  board 
of  treasury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  of  October  £6th,  from  major- 
gencfal  Sullivan,  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Rcsotofd,  That  in  all  cases  where  forage  is  wanted  for  the  troops,  and 
cannot  be  purchased  by  the  commissaries  at  reasonable  rates,  application  be 
made  to  the  executive  and  legislative  authority  of  the  state  wherein  the  fo- 
rage is  required,  or  to  some  person  or  persons  properly  authorized  by  them 
for  that  purpose,  for  their  interposition  and  assistance  in  procuring  the  ne- 
cessary supplies : 

That  it  oe  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  states,  wherein  the 
army  or  any  detachment  or  part  thereof  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  to  take 
vua  awasures,  in  aid  of  the  forage-masters,  who  shall  first  use  every  endea- 
vor to  poichase  the  same,  for  the  procuring  sufficient  quantities  of  forage,  at 
reisoDabie  rates,  as  shall,  in  their  opinion,  be  effectual,  and  most  likely  to 
fncBTt  a  speedy  supply. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  on  a  letter  of  October  30th, 
from  major-general  Schuyler,  on  the  subject  of  clothing  in  the  store  at  Fort- 
Schuyler,  directed  to  be  sold  to  the  friendly  nations  of  Indians  in  the  vicinity 
tiureof :  Whereupon, 

Asobed,  That  the  clothing  now  in  store  at  Fort-Schuyler,  purchased  for  ac- 

coQfltof  the  United  States,  be  either  sold  for  such  reasonable  prices  as  shall  be 

deemed  satisfactory  to  the  Indians,  or  distributed  gratis  among  such  of  them 

as  are  and  have  been  faithful  and  steady  in  their  attachment  to  these  states, 

in  such  proportion  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  thought  proper  by  the 

*  commianonere  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department : 

That  the  commissioners  be  directed  to  inform  the  Oneidas,our  friends  and 
allies,  that  Conmss,  ever  mindful  of  their  necessities,  have  ordered  from 
France,  a  considerable  time  ago,  and  are  in  expectation  of  the  speedy  ar- 
rival of»  a  large  assortment  of  Indian  goods,  suitable  for,  and  adequate  to 
the  supply  of  their  wants ;  and  that  due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  arrival  of 
these  goods,  and  proper  places  appointed  for  the  disposal  of  them  on  reason- 
able terms  to  our  brethren  of  the  friendly  nMions : 

That,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  expected  that  they  will  continue  to  bear 
with  na  with  their  accustomed  fortitude  and  patience,  the  evils  of  this  un- 
just war  cm  the  part  of  Britain,  as  they  will  enjoy  with  us  all  the  benefits  of 
that  peace  and  security  which  will  speedily  be  the  result  of  our  virtuous  and 
successful  endeavors. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  stindry  letters  and  papers  from  briga- 
dier M^ntosh,  vras  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  re-committed. 

A  letter,  of  October  7th,  from  col.  6.  Morgan,  was  re&d,  relative  to  da- 
maged provisions  in  the  magazine  at  Fort-Pitt : 

Ordered^  To  lie  on  the  table. 

(Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
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mittee  have  had  under  coQsideration  the  propositions  referred,  to  them,  bat 
not  having  come  to  a  coBclu^on,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

ffesolved.  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  ft 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

Acyourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow, 

TUESDAY,  December  1,  177B. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersej,  produced  a  Utter  dated  No- 
vember 6th,  directed  to  him  from  John  Hart,  cnairman  of  a.  meetiiMg;  of  the 
council  and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  held  for  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates,  informing  him,  that  he  the  said  Nathaniel  Scudder,  together 
with  the  hon.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  John  FellfJobnNeiUon,  and  Frederick 
Frelinghujsen,  esqrs.  were  on  that  day  elected  delegates  to  represent  Uu^t 
state  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  November  11th,  from  Elisha  Sheldon,  colonel,  Samuel  Black* 
den,  lieutenant-colonel,  Benjamin  Talmad,  major*  and  Josiah  Stoddard,  cap- 
tain, of  the  second  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  was  reaul,  representing,  that 
lieutenant  John  Simonet  de  Valcour  has  served  with  reputatiou  ip  uie  24 
regiment  of  cavalry  since  its  first  establishment;  that  the  rupture  between 
France  and  England  beginning  to  grow  serious  and  interesting,  lieuteaaiit 
Simonet  is  desirous  of  rejoining  the  army  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  an4 
therefore  requesting  that  Congress  would  promote  lieut.  Simqnet  to  a  cap« 
taincy  in  the  cavalry,  on  condition  of  his  leaving  his  present  service^  as  aa 
honorary  compensation  of  his  attachment  and  fidelity,  with  asavingtoaUhU 
present  senior  ofiicers  their  superiority  of  rank  and  command :  Whereapoix^ 

Resolved,  That  lieut.  John  Simonet  de  Valcour  be  promoted  to  the  rank  otf 
captdin  by  brevet,  on  the  condition  and  with  the  savine  ir^  the  above  letter* 

A  letter,  of  November  Zotin,  from  brigadier  count  rulaski,  was  reiid«  en- 
closing the  commission  of  count  Julius  de  Montfort,  major  in  brigadier  couut 
Pulaski's  corps  of  horse  and  foot,  called  the  legion,  and  informing;  that  he  has 
given  hiuvleave  to  quit  the  legion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  of  count  Montfort  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  November  25th,  from  gov.  Livingston,  respecting' clothing  fo.r 
the  New-Jersey  troops,  and  one  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  from  G.  Mor* 
gan,  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  respecting  lands  purchased  of  the  Indiana  o|i 
the  west  side  of  the  Ohio,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  £8th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  tp 
pay  an  immediate  and  particular  attention  to  the  matter  referred  tp  in  the 
letter,  that  the  same  may  be  carried  into  effect  without  delay. 

A  letter,  of  November  £9th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  df  the  said  letter  be  sent  to  gen«  Washington,  and 
that  he  be  desired  to  express  his  sentiments  diereon. 

A  letter,  of  November  28th,  from  col.  G.  Morgan,  was  read  f  Whereupon, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  Uie  board  of  war  of  the  i4th 
of  August  last,  wherein  the  board  sets  forth. 

That  col.  Geoi^e  Morgan,  purchasing  commissary  for  the  western  depart- 
ment, has  represented  to  the  board  the  necessity  of  preparing  immediately 
for  the  laying  up  such  magazines  of  provisions  as  shall  be  aumcient  for  the 
troops  maintained  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers :  that  for  the 
supplv  of  ISOO  men  for  ten  months,  6ir»500  U).  of  flour,  a  like  quantity  of 
fresh  beef,  or  494,000  lb.  of  pork,  will  be  necessary :  the  cost  of  which,  with 
1500  gallons  of  whiskey,  will  amount  to  £04,000  dollars :  tiiat  on  account  qf 
the  hostile  Indians  to  the  westward,  and  tlie  northern  tribes,  particularly 
the  Senecas,  the  number  of  men  above  stated  will  be  aeceasaryi  iacliMting 
150  for  garrisoning  Fort  Randolph ;  Whereupon, 
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Eemdved,  That  col.  George  Morgan,  commissary  of  provisions  for  the 
weitera  diatrict,  be  furnished  with  204,000  doklars,  to  enable  him  to  form 
magazines  of  provisions  lor  the  use  of  that  dejiartment  the  year  ensuing. 
A  litter,  ofNovember  SOth,  from  S.  Peane»  esq.  was  read;  Whereupon, 
Resohid,  That  after  to-morrow  Congress  will  meet  two  hours  at  least  each 
evening  bc^noine  at  six  o'clock*  Saturday  eveniqg  excepted,  until  the  pre- 
sent state  m  our  iSreign  affairs  shall  be  fully  considered. 

CMjgresa  web  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  preaideatTesuroed  the  chair,  and  Mr.'F.  la.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  consideration  ihe  propositions  merred  to  them,  but 
fiot  having  yet  com^  to  a  conclusion^  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Reaolvedl  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  'Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
comiaittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 
AdJioiimed  to  ^ten  o*olock  tO'^morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  iDf cornier  2,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  November  28th,  froni  J.  Bttjnton,  pay-master  to  the'troops  on 
the  western  frontiers,  was  read  : 

Orderedif  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  October  27th,  and  one  of  November  6th,  from  "M.  Weare,  prc- 

sideatof  the  council  of  New-Hampshire,  were  read,  the  latter  enclosing  the 

depositioDS  of  Samuel  Davis  and  Ephraim  "Whitney,  respecting  a  quantity  of 

con&eiital  money  eaid'to  be  burned.;  also  a  memorial  of  John  Hagerman 

andlAattiiew  Hollenbaoh,  respecting  sums  of  continental  money  said  to  be. 

lost  and  burned,  were  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the -letter  from.Mr.  President  Weare,  with  the  depositions 
CDcloied,  and  the  memorial  of  John  Hagerman  and  Mr.  HuUenbach,  be  re- 
ibred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  the  board  report  specially  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  du  Portail,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  ofNovember  26th,  from  gen.  Washington,  respecting  Mr.  John 
Bodge,  was  read : 
Qrdendj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  notification  from  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
reipecting  the  authentication  of  papers,  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  July  16th,  from  ttie  hon.  A.  Lee,  to  the  committee  of  foneign 
il&irs,  was  laid  before  Consress,  and  read. 

A  memorial  from  baron  Thulier  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memo- 
rial of  Inantoisde  Britigpy  and  baron  Thulier,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  itbe  re-committed. 

'  Ordered,  Thht  ihe  letter  of  the  25th,  from  count  Pulaski,  be  referred  to 
theboftrd  of  war. 

Cong;re8S  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  theehair,aod  Mr.  F.iL.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

ReMoived,  Tbat'to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Coogress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  tothem* 

Congress  took  faito  consideration  a  report  from  the  marine  committee 
respecting  captain  Barry,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed.  .  . 

Congress  took  intb  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  major-general  Heath,  and  the  papers  enclosed  relative  to  ensign  John 
Brown,  and  after  debate. 

Ordered,   That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
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Six  o^olook,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  and  a  motion  was  made^ 

That  the  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial  upon  major-general  Lee  be 
carried  into  execution : 

On  a  question  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  that  motion. 

The  jeas  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr.  Drajton, 


JVeW'Hampahiref  Mr.  Whipple, 
Moita^wtu-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Aduns, 

LovelU 


CoimecticiUf 


Mw^eney, 
Penmyhama, 


Holten, 
Mr.  CoUiiis, 
Mr.  Shemuifiy 

EUsworthy 
Mr.  Duane, 

G.  Monifii 

Lewifl^ 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  CUnean, 

Seane. 


Maryland, 


VtrginiOf 
^,'Carolinaf 


S»'CaroUna, 


Mr.  Pica, 

Carmichael, 
Henry, 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett 
Williams, 

Mr.  LAurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negatiTe. 

After  further  debate, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  3,  177B. 

A  letter,  of  Noyember  19th,  from  major-general  Heath,  enclosing  a  lilt 
of  the  co'nvention  troops,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  27th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

A  letter,  of  Noyember  20th,  and  a  memorial  from  brigadier  la  Neuyille, 
were  read  : 

A  letter  of  Noyember  2Sd,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter 
to  him  from  J.  Bowdoin,  at  Boston ;  one  of  November  29th,  from  goyernor 
Liyingston,  of  New-Jersey ;  one  of  November  3d,  from  the  council  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  and  one  of  November  I6th,  from  governor  Trumbull, 
of  Connecticut ;  alt  brought  by  and  respecting  John  Temple ;  were  read. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was  re-committedthe  returns  of  the  brigadiers 
and  regiments  composing  the  brigades  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
sent  in  another  return^  amended  and  explained. 

Six  o'olook,  P.  M* 

.  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  proceedinss  of  the  general  court- 
martial,  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Schuyler ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial  acquitting  major- 

general  Schuyler,  with  the  highest  honor,  of  the  charges  exhibited  against 
im,  be,  and  hereby  is,  confirmed. 

Ordered^  That  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court-martial  be  published. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in 
chief.  \ 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court- 
martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  St  Clair  be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  15ihy  from  admiral  Gambler,  with  the 
answer  thereto,  be  published. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  4, 17^8. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  major  Aug.  des  Bpiniers,  was  read,  requesting 
leave  of  absence  for  a  few  months,  on  account  of  private  business,  which 
requires  his  return  to  France ;  Whereupon, 
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Raolvedg  That  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  have  leave  of  absence  for  six 
no&tba. 

Coiimss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from  brigadier  de  la 
Neaviue;  Whereupon, 

OrdflnB^  That  a  certificate  be  given  bj  the  president  to  Mons*  de  la 
Neaviile  in  the  words  following  : 

Mr.  de  la  NeoTilie  having  served  with  fidelity  and  repntatidn  iatiiearmj 
of  dbe United  States,  in  testimony  of  bis  merit,  a  brevet  commission  of  bri<> 
gadier  has  beeD  fi^nted  to  him  by  Congress,  and,  on  his  request,  he  is  per- 
Bitted  to  leave  the  service  of  these  states  and  to  return  to  France. 

Coogress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  further  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to  them,  and  made  some  progress,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  de- 
Bxe  leave  to  sit  i^;ain« 

Utaahidj  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 

cemauttee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

Baolvedf  That  lieutenant  Henry  P.  Livingston  be  promoted  to  the  rank 

of  captain  in  the  corps  of  general  Washington's  guards,  in  the  room  of 

captam  Gibba,  lately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
conrt-mariial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Lee,  and  the  motion  made  there- 
on: ti^  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  determination  thereof  was 
put  off  bj  tke  state  of  Georgia  till  to-morrow. 
Adjoaroedtoten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  Dteemher  5,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Connolly,  was  laid  before  Congress : 
(Matd^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  captain  Cosmo  Medici,  was  read : 
Ordered,  ^Fhat  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the  board 
of  treasofT. 

A  ktttf,  of  November  2Sd,  from  brigadier  count  Ptalaski,  was  read,  to- 
gdberwitha  memorial  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Minisinks,  respecting 
the  dilicttlty  of  procuring  forage  for  the  horses  of  the  legion : 
(Mereii,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling,  was  read : 
A  letter,  of  the  2Sd,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read : 
Ordited,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  letter,  of  November  13th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  was 
lead,  respecting  the  eastern  Indians : 

Heaoived,  That  the  president  write  to  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Conorress  that  they  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  Indians  in  sending  them  a  pnest. 

Mr.  Fell,  a  delegate  from  New- Jersey^  attended,  and  produced  the  cre« 
dentials  of  the  del^ates  of  that  state,  which  were  read  as  follows : 

"New-Jersey,  JVbremftef,  1778. 

The  coaocil  and  assembly  met  at  Trenton,  and  in  joint  meeting  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  five  delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  Concress,  and 
the  fotes  beiog  taken,  the  hon.  John  Witherspoon,  Nathaniel  Scudder,  Fred* 
erick  Ffelioghaaaen,  John  Fell  and  John  Netlson,  esqrs.  were  duly  elected  t 

Hadeedi^herefor^  That  the  said  John  Witherspoon,  Nathaniel  Scuddei-» 
tnimck  FreiiDgha^tt^^  John  Fell  and  John  Neilson,  esqrs.  or  any  two  or 
Me  of  ^iem    be  empowered  to  represent  and  vote  in  behalf  of  this  state 

voi.  in-  ^^ 
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unto  affixedi  at  Trenton,  the  20th  daj  of  November,  in  the  year  of  ofir  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-ei^lit,  and  in  the  third  year  of  the 
independency  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON- 
By  his  excellency's  command, 

toOWLES  REED,  Secretary^' 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
anittee  have  had  under  their  farther  consideration,  the  propositions  to  them 
referred,  and  made  some  farther  progress,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  cod- 
elusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

Besolved,  That  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
oommittee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  theou 

Six  o'clook,  P.  M. 

A1etter,of  the  15th,  from  admiral  Gambier,  was  read,  relative  to  an  officer 
of  the  kine  his  master's  ship,  wrecked,  as  he  says,  in  carrying  a  flar : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  October 
SOth,  from  commissary  Beatty. 

Mr.  Frost,  a  delegate  from  New-Hampshire,  attended,  and  produced  a 
resolution  oi  the  general  assembly  of  that  state  as  follows : 

«  STATE  OF  NEW.HAMPSHIRE  : 

«<  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  October  31 ,  1778. 

'  *<  Voted  and  resolved,  that  any  one  of  the  delegates  from  this  state  to  the 
honorable  Continental  Congress  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empower- 
ed to  represent  this  state  in  said  Congress,  at  all  times,  in  ^e  absence  of 
the  other  delegates  from  this  state,  until  the  articles  of  confederation  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  ratified  by  all  the  states. 
^  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

*«  JOHN  LANGDON;  Bpealeer. 

*^  Ik  Council,  the  same  day,  read  and  concurred, 

"E.  THOMSON,  Secretary, 
"  A  true  copy,  examined  by  "  E.  THOMSON,  Secretary. ^^ 

The  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  being  en- 
gaged on  the  bench  in  a  trial  in  a  capital  case,  could  not  attend  agreeable 
to  the  summons :  Whereupon, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  Jrovember  26,  177S. 

m 

In  pursuance  of  the  powers  to  them  granted,  the  delegates  of  New-Jersey 
signea  the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  referred 
to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Eesolued,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  oMock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovember  27,  1773. 

A  memorial  from  Abraham  Whipple,  and  others,  commanders  in  the  con- 
tinental navy ;  also  a  memorial  from  sundry  ofiicers  of  marines,  and  a  copy 
of  a  memorial  from  27  officers  in  the  navy,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
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A  letter  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams,  esq.  wai  read,  respectiDg  the  late  lieut. 
Biron'a  familr : 
Ordered^  Tlhat  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 
A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  gen.  Washington,  vrith  sundry  papers  enclosed; 
also  one  of  the  26th,  from  baron  Steuben,  were  read  : 
Ordari,  That  thev  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  letter,  of  the  28tii,  from  gov.  Livingston,  of  New-Jersey,  and  one  of  Hm 
SOtby  from  col.  Hartley,  at  Sunbury,  were  read  : 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  col.  Hartley's  letter  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington. 
A  petition^  of  capt  John  Lightboam,  was  read,  setting  forth  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  and  praying  for  liberty  to  carry  thither 
bread,  flour,  and  Indian  corn : 
Miiolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  granted. 
A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  with  a  paper  en- 
closed, respecting  a  regiment  raised  under  the  command  of  colonel  Bedel : 
SVbereupony 
Resohed,  That  the  regiment  under  col., Bedel,  be  disbanded. 
A  memorial  from  Eleazer  Wheelock,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  letter  and  memorial  from  Thomas  Galbreath,  were  read  : 
Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  respecting  col.  Seth  War- 
ner's re^ment,  report, 

T\iai  it  appears  by  a  resolution  of  December  21st,  1776,  that  officers  were 
to  receive  pay  on  the  new  establishment  from  the  time  of  their  being  appoint- 
ed by  die  states ;  and  by  a  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  which  they  have  re- 
ceired  from  Mr.  Palfrey,  pay -master  general,  and  which  accompanies  this 
report,  it  appears  that  officers  were  paid  accordingly ;  the  committee  there- 
fore are  of  opinion,  that  officers  appointed  by  Congress  to  raise  regiments,  to 
fcrre  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  previous  to  the  7th  day  of  October, 
17T6,ooght  to  receive  additional  pay  from  that  time,  and  that  &e  motion  to 
them  referred  is  proper,  being  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  the  officers  of  col.  Seth  Warner's  regiment, 
who  engaged  in  the  service  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  previous  to 
theTth  day  of  October,  1776,  have  not  been  allowed  uie  additional  pay  made 
to  the  wages  of  officers  bv  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  that  date,  for  the 
time  between  that  day  and  the  1st  day  of  January,  1777,  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  northern  department  being  then  in  doubt  whether  they  were 
entitled  to  it  by  the  said  resolution : 

JResolved,  Tiiat  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  commanding  officer  in 
the  northern  department,  that  the  said  officers,  or  others  in  like  circum- 
stances, have  not  received  the  said  additional  pay,  he  order  the  same  to  be  paid. 
Heeolvedi  That  Congress  agree  to  the  saiu  report 
Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  Mr.  Penet :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr  Searle. 

Accordii^  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  alter  some  time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  P.  L.  Lee  re- 
ported, that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  propositions 
referred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  further  progress,  but  not  having  come 
to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again  : 

Resolved f  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  M\>vember  28,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  de  Francey,  was  read : 
Vol.  III.  18 
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'*  The  people  of  the  tute  of  New- York,  by  the^TAce  of  God  free  ud  mdrpendeiit,  to  alt  to  vhoia 

them  (ireKnUaliaU  ooroe, aeiid  greeting : 

''  Whereas  our  senate  and  assembly  of  our  said  state,  did,  by  their  concur- 
rent resolutions  of  the  £lHt  day  of  October  last,  declare,  that  a  special  occa- 
sion did  then  exist  in  which  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
noieht  be  elected  delegates  to  the  zeneral  Congress,  and  that  of  the  chancellor 
and  judges,  one  should  be  elected  a  delegate  on  such  special  occasion ;  and 
also  by  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  4th  day  of  this  instant^  month  of  Novem- 
ber, did  resolve  to  proceed  se?erally  to  nominate,  in  the  iftode  prescribed  in 
and  by  the  30th  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  of  the  chancellor  and 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  one  as  a  delegate  to  represent  this  our  state  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  such  special  occasion,  to 
continue  in  oflBce  until  the  1st  da^  of  March  next,  and  aid  thereupon  pro- 
ceed to  the  said  nomination,  and  did  nominate  and  appoint,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  article,  John  Jay,  esq.  our  chief  justice  of  our  supreme 
court  of  judicature,  a  delegate  to  represent  this  our  state  in  the  Congress  oi 
the  United  States  of  America  on  the  present  special  occasion :  now,  therefore, 
know  ye,  that  in  pursuance  of  such  nomination  and  appointment,  we  do,  by 
these  presents,  commissionate  the  said  John  Jay,  esq.  a  delegate  to  represent 
this  our  state  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America^  on  the  present 
special  occasion ;  and  do  hereby  authorize  him  to  hold  and  exercise  all  tiie 
powers  and  authorities  to  the  office  or  place  of  delegate  belonging,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  constitution  and  the  nomination  and  appointment  aforesaid  ;  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  said  office  or  place  of  delegate  upon  the  present  special 
occasion,  unto  the  said  John  Jay,  esq.  for  and  during  and  until  the  first  day 
ot  March  next,  and  no  longer.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  these 
our  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  great  seal  of  this  our  state  to  be  here-  . 
unto  affixed.  Witness,  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  George  Clinton^  esq.  | 
our  ffovernorofour  said  state  of  New- York,  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of  all  our  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same,  this  10th  day  of  No- 
vember»  in  the  third  year  of  our  indepenjlence,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Ijord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight 

Signed,  GEORGE  CLINTON, 

With  the  great  seal  appendant  and  endorsed. 

Passed  the  secretary's  office  by  the  special  command,  in  writing,  of  his  ex-    i 
cellency  the  governor,  tliis  15th  of  November,  1778.  i 

JOHN  MORIN  SCOTT rSecretary  of  the  State.^^ 

The  president  informed  Congress,  that,  on  Saturday  last,  he  received  two 
letters  from  the  hon.  R.  Izard  :  that,  like  the  former,  these  letters  contain  ' 
matters  of  public  and  private  nature ;  but,  as  the  house  have  determined  not 
to  receive  extracts  of  letters,  he  submitted  them  entire,  being  persuaded  that  it 
is  Mr.  Izard's  desire  that  all  public  matters  should  be  communicated  to  them  : 
Orderedj  That  the  letters  be  received. 

The  letters  were  accordingly  received  and  read,  viz.  one  of  Julv  25th» 
and  the  other  of  September  12th,  1778,  both  dated  at  Paris,  and  enclosing^ 
No.  ly  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  abbe  Nicoli  to  Mr.  Izard,  dated  July  28th, 
1778;  No.  2,  Mr.  Izard's  answer,  Paris,  September,  1778;  No.  3,  Mr. 
Izard's  letter  to  the  plenipotentiaries  at  the  court  of  France,  Paris,  August 
25th ;  No.  4«  the  plenipotentiaries'  answer,  August  25th  and  27th  ;  No.  5, 
copy  of  Mr.  Izard's  letter  to  count  de  Vergennes,  September  2d,  1778. 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

A  memorial  from  tlie  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was 
read,  desiring  to  know  the  opinion  of  Congress  ref^pecting  bis  oBering  a  pre- 
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'  " 

miam  to  owners  of  privateers  that  shall  intercept  masts  and  spars  belonging 
to  the  enemj,  coming  from  Halifax  to  New-York  or  Rhode-Island: 

Oriered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th  of  July  last,  from  R.  I^ard,  at  Paris ;  one  of  August 
20th,  from  John  Bonfield,  at  Bordeaux,  and  one  of  August  14th,  from  J. 
Adaas,  at  Pans ;  were  laid  before  Congress  by  the  committee  of  foreign 
aS^irSy  and  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleurj,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  November  ^d,  fnnn  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read 

Orieredj  That  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  gen.  Washington. 
A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
A  petition  of  Frederick  Vernor,  was  read : 

Ordered^  lliat  it  be  referred  to  the  t)oard  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  6th,  from  gov.  Clinton,  of  New-York ;  one  of  the 
4th  instant,  from  major-general  lord  Stirling ;  and  one  of  tlie  5th,  from  R. 
H.  Harrison,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  furnish  his  excellency  the  president  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  with  an  abstract  of  the  last  general  return  of  the  army, 
so  far  as  r^arJS  the  troops  of  that  state. 

On  motion.  Besolved^  That  the  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee,  be  summoned  to  attend 
in  Congress  at  half  after  six  o'clock  this  evening,  to  give  testimony  relative 
ts^tke  charge  against  brigadier  W.  Thompson. 

Orierfd,  That  brigadier  W.  Thompson  attend  Congress  on  Monday  the 
Sllst  instant. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  m  favor  of  capt.  Baldesqui, 
pay-oaster  to  brigadier  count  Pulaski's  legion,  for  10,000  dollars,  to  enable 
Kim  to  discharge  sundry  accounts  due  from  the  said  corps ;  brigadier  count 
Ptlaski  to  bt  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Sherman,  one  of  the 
delegates  of  Connecticut,  for  1000  dollars;  for  wbich  the  said  state  is  to  be 
acooBfltable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  E.  Laneworthy,  one 
of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  for  1500  dollars ;  for  wnich  the  said 
state  is  to  be  accountable : 

Th^t,  upon  the  application  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  a  warrant 
issse  on  the  treasurer  m  favor  of  Joshua  Messereau,  commissary  of  prisoners 
in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  for  4000  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  Elias 
Boadinot^  esq.  late  commissary -general  of  prisoners,  agreeably  to  his  letter 
of  the  £8di  of  November  last : 

That,  npon  application  from  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  another  war- 
rant issne  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said  Joshua  Messereau,  for  1697 
40-90  iloUar8»  to  be  charced  to  John  Beatty,  esq.  commissary-general  of  pri- 
soners, ai^reeably  to  his  letter  of  the  4th  instant. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

Tliat  there  is  .doe  to  Edward  Fox,  for  his  pay  aft  clerk  to  the  board  of  trea- 
sury, from  the  18th  of  May  to  the  17th  of  November,  1778,  inclusive,  and 
for  sundry  expenses  and  contingencies,  756  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  O.  Reiunold,  for  blank  books  for  the  use  of  Congress, 
44  45-90  dollars: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

An  appeal  from  the  jodmentof  a  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey,  on  the  libel  **  Griffin  against  the  sloop  George,"  was  lodged  with  the 
iec/etirjr  and  referred  to  tlie  committee  on  appeals. 
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Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Col.  Ghijson  was  nominated  by  Mr.  O.  Morris  as  one  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  in  the  room  of  col.  R.  H.  Harrison,  who 
has  declined  that  office. 

According  to  order,  the  hon.  W.  A.  Atlee  attended,  and  haying  gtyen  his 
evidence  respecting  the  charge  against  brigadier  W.  Thompson,  was  ordered 
to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  withdrew. 

Resolved^  That  Silas  Deane,  es<].  report  to  Congress,  in  writing,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  his  agency  of  their  affairs  in  Europe,  together  with  any  intelli- 
gence respecting  their  foreign  affairs  which  he  may  judge  proper : 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  if  he  hath  any  thing  to  communicate  to 
Congress  in  the  interim,  of  immediate  importance,  he  shall  be  heard  to-mor- 
row evening,  at  six  o'clock. 

Mr.  Deane,  attending,  was  called  in,  and  the  foregoing  resolutions  read 
to  him. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  8,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  tlie  members  cho^ 
sen,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Fell,  and  Mr.  Searle. 

A  letter,  of  November  28fh,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  from  col.  Armand,  marauts  de  Roaerie,  was  read,  enclosingsun- 
dry  letters  and  testimonials  in  his  tavor : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  b6  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  November  19th,  from  president  Weare,  of  New-Hampshire^ 
in  favor  of  John  Temple,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved^  That  col.  Grayson  be,  and  he  is  appointed  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  in  the  room  of  lieutenant-colonel 
R.  H.  Harrison. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence  being  recommended  by  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
sury to  be  a  manager  of  the  United  States'  lottery. 

Resolved,  That  he  be,  and  is  appointed  one  of  the  managers  of  the  United 
States'  lottery. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of  Pfailadel* 
phia,  respecting  goods  taken  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  for  the  public 
service,  immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  that  city  by  the  enemy,  and 
other  papers  relative  to  the  said  goods,  were  referred,  brought  in  a  report. 
which  was  read. 

An  account  of  Edward  M'Fedging,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  ^fhat  it  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the  treasury. 

Coneress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
4ime  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  P.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to 
them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  i^in. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  propositions  relerred  to  them. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  9, 1778. 

Congress  beine  met,  the  president  took  the  chair,  but  befpre  any  business 
was  entered  on  he  arose,  and  having  assigned  sundry  reasons  why  he  could 
not  continue  longer  to  execute  the  office  of  president,  he  resigned,  aod  im- 
mediately quitted  the  chair:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  %  presideat* 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow* 
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THURSDAY,  Jheember  10,  1778. 

Accordiiig  to  order,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  president, 
indl^ ballots  beine  taken,  the  hon.  John  Jay,  esq.  was  elected. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  brigadier  count  Palaski,  wad  read  : 

Ordfn^  That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
be  referred  to  the  auditors  of  accounts,  at  the  treasury ;  and  that  the  remain- 
der be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter  from  J.  Connollj  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Oriertd^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  Jacobus  IVynkoop,  commander  of  the  vessels  on 
the  lakes,  was  read  : 

Ordend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

OrdemI,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  for  50,000  dollars,  being  advanced  on  their  application 
to  Congress,  the  24th  ult.  for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine  committee, 
for  10,000  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  pay  a  bill  drawn  on  them  by  the  navy 
board  in  the  eastern  district,  in  favor  of  John  Lanedon,  esq.  dated  31  st  of 
October  last,  for  the  above  sum  ;  for  which  the  said  committee  is  to  be  ac- 
countable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental loan-office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  1225  dollars,  in  favor  of 
James  Stevenson,  esq.  commissioner  of  accounts  in  the  eastern  district,  be- 
ingfor  his  fay  to  the  4th  of  January  next : 

Thatavarrant  issue  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nefifaJioan<office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  1738  dollars,  in  favor  of 
Smaei  Downe,  esq.  commissioner  of  accounts  in  the  eastern  district,  being 
for  bii  pay  to  the  4tn  of  January  next : 

Thata  warrant  issue  on  the  said  John  Lawrence,  esq.  for  1670  dollars,  in 
favor  oC  Moses  Emmerson,  esq.  commissioner  of  accounts  in  the  eastern  dis- 
trict, bong  his  pay  to  the  4th  of  January  next : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant-col.  Fleury, 
lor  I08S  dollars,  in  full  of  his  pajr  before  he  joined  the  army,  and  of  all  other 
diarzes  made  in  the  account  exhibited  by  him  : 

t£u  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  R.  Sherman,  a  dele- 
gate of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  166  60-90  dollars;  for  which  the  said 
state  is  to  be  accountable. 

Ano/veii,  That  the  1£  months'  pay  allowed  to  supernumerary  officers 
of  the  army,  by  the  resolution  of  the  24th  of  November  last,  be  made  up  in 
the  pay-rolls  of  the  regimental  pay-masters,  and  drawn  from  them  by  the  said 
oficen  respectively. 

In  consequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  claims  at  the 
treasury,  the  auditor-general  reports. 

That  there  is  due  to  lieutenant  Ephraim  Pennington's  company  of  militia 
raised  at  York-town,  Pennsylvania,  for  guarding  the  public  offices  to  Phila- 
delphia, &c.  their  pay  for  part  of  June,  July,  and  August,  1778,  with  subsist- 
ence for  the  officers,  657  dollars: 

That  there  is  doe  to  Paul  Fooks,  his  pay  as  interpreter  of  laneuages, 
from  the  £d  of  June  to  the  1st  of  December,  1778,  inclusive,  600  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  John  Fulton,  for  31,250  sheets  of  paper,  for  loan-of- 
fice certificates,  3162  30-90  dollars  : 

That  there  is  doe  to  Peter  Shentz,  for  freight  of  provisions  and  necessa- 
ries from  Monmouth  county,  in  New-Jersey,  to  New-York,  for  the  use  of 
American  prisoners  there,  between  April,  1777,  and  July,  1778,  321  33-90 

dolhn : 
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That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Isaac  Craig,  for  his  subalsteace  when  attending 
the  laboratory  at  Carliale,  by  order  of  brigadier  Knox,  from  March  lit  to 
July  ISth,  irrs,  408  dollars : 

That  there  is  dae  to  captain  Francis  Proctor,  for  subsistence  oa  the  same 
commandf  from  March  Ist,  to  June  14th,  1778,  315  dollars: 

That  there  is  due  to  Benjamin  Town,  for  printing  3000  copies  of  an  ad- 
dress to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States^  dated  December  lOth,  1776, 
32  dollars : 

That  there  is  due  to  Edward  M'Fedging,  his  pay  as  a  private  in  col.  Ri- 
chardson's battalion  of  Maryland  flying-camp,  from  August  2d,  1776,  to 
May  19th,  1777,  a  great  part'of  which  time  he  was  prisoner  with  the  enemy, 
64  40-90  dollars : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  major  Nicholas  Rogiers,  who  came  from  France  with  Mr. 
du  Coudray,  has  served  as  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  de  Kalb,  and  has 
obtained  honorable  testimonies  of  his  conduct,  but  from  the  situation  of  his 
private  affairs,  is  obligeil  to  leave  the  army,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel by  brevet,  as  a  reward  for  liis  services. 

Resolved^  That  count  Kolkauski  have  the  rank  of  captain  in  general  Pq- 
laski's  legion,  with  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant,  in  which  latter  capacity  he  is 
willing  to  do  duty  in  the  corps. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Charles  Frederick  BedauU  be  appointed  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  legion  commanded  by  gen.  Pulaski,  agreeably  to  tlie  recom- 
mendation of  general  count  Pulaski. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  hon. 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tnat  the  president  be  directed  to  inform  the  minister  of  France, 
that  Coneress  highly  approve  his  wise  attention  to  the  depriving  the  common 
enemy  of  the  naval  stores  they  stand  in  need  of,  by  giving  a  premium  to  pri- 
vateers for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  his  memorial. 

Reaolvfd,  That  such  continental  vessels  of  war  as  shall  capture  any  of  the 
enemy's  vessels,  laden  with  masts  or  any  other  naval  stores,  bound  from  any 
part  of  Nova-Scotia  to  Rhode-Island  or  New-York,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
whole  of  the  capture. 

Six  o'clock,  p.  M. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  11,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  November  £7th,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  favor  of 
the  chevalier  de  Soutivieaux ;  another  of  the  same  date,  in  favor  of  Mons. 
des  Inars ;  and  a  third  of  the  same  date,  in  favor  of  the  chevalier  de  Treos- 
son,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  o»  war. 

Resolvedf  l*hat  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial 
from  lieut.  col.  Oswald:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  Smith. 

The  board  of  war  reported  a  new  form  of  a  commission  to  officers  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  c 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED : 

To 
We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  valor,  con- 
duct and  ndelitv,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be 
in  tiie  army  of  the  United  States ;  vou  are  tiierefore  carefull v 
and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duties  of  by  doing  and  performing  all 
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nttnner  of  things  thereunto  belonging.    And  we  do  strittl j  charge  and  re- 

qvirt  ill  officers  and  soldiers  under  your  command  to  be  obedient  to  ^our 

onieTS  as  and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  dires- 

tioas,  front  time  to  time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congress 

of  the  Usited  States,  or  a  committee  of  Con^ss  for  that  purpose  Appointed, 

or  t  cosnittee  of  the  states,  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  of  the 

snsf  of  the  United  States,  or  an^  other  jour  superior  officer,  according  to 

the  isies  and  discipline  of  war,  in  pursuance  or  the  trust  reposed  in  jott. 

Ite  cammtssion  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  C5on- 

gnss,  (he  committee  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  or  a  comnuttee  of  the 

sttfes. 

Dated  at  the  day  of  If  and  in 

Ae  year  of  our  independence. 

WltDess  Pretident  of  Congress. 

Entered  in  the  war-office. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  memorial  of  colonel  Swoope,  was 
read  ;  Whereopon, 

Sestdvtd^  That  the  memorial  of  col.  Swoope,  relative  to  his  demand  for 
payment  of  moneys  due  for  a  number  of  arms  taken  by  the  enemy  from  4ie 
men  of  bis  regiment  at  Fort- Washington,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
Congress  was  resolved*  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
Aie  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee Have  had  under  their  farther  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to 
them,  bat  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion^  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

Hfsoictd,  That  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock.  Congress  be  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  condsider  farther  the  propositions  referred  to  them. 
Jktfihei,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  a  profmr  al- 
Jitwsiiee  for  the  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  been  or  may  be  elected  presidents 
of  Congress,  to  defray  the  eipenses  incidental  to  the  office :  the  members 
diosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Drayton.  • 
Sandrj  reports  from  the  board  of  war  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Six  o'clook,  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  IS;  1778. 

A  letter,  of  November  1 1th,  from  W.  Bingham,  at  Martinique,  was  read» 
esdssing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  him  to  gov.  Burt,  and  the  governor's  an- 
swer, relative  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  the  members 
cheaen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  6.  Morris. 
A  letter,  of  September  11th,  from  J.  Adams,  at  Passy,  was  read : 
Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  thecommittee  of  foreign  affiurs. 
A  letter,  of  the  11th,  from  Christopher  Hele,  was  read;  Whereupon, 
Resoieed,  ThAt  lieutenant  Hele  be  released  from  his  confinement  in  the 
sew  gaol,  and  that  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  take  his  parole  in 
the  usual  form,  to  continue  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  ^n.  Washington,  was  read : 
A  peHtion  and  representation  from  Robert  Hardie ;  a  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Wright;  a  petition  oi  Mary  Werts;  and  a  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Adam 
Boyd ;  were  read : 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  memorial  of  Margaret  York,  and  a  memorial  of  captain  Cad.  Jones^ 

irefertad:  ^    ^ 

Ordered,  That  tbey  be  referred  to  the  board  pf  war. 

Vol.  hi.  20 
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A  petUioD  of  John  Gallard  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  proper  allowance  for  the  honorable 
ceotlemen  who  have  been  or  may  be  elected  presidents  of  Congress,  brou^t 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorials  of 
inarquis  de  Brit^y  and  baron  T huliers,  was  re-committed,  brought  in  a 
report : 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  the  same  into  consi- 
deration* 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  bad  under  consideration  the  propositions  referred  to  them,  and 
had  come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereon,  wnicn  he  was  ready  to  report ; 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  now  received. 

The  report  was  accordingly  received  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next,  at 
one  o'clock. 
/  Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  Z?ecm6er  14,  1778. 

Mr.  W.  Hill  and  Mr.  Burke,  two  delegates  from  North-Carolina,  attended 
and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  count  Pulaski,  and  one  of  November  29th,  from 
bri^ier  Varnum,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission,  were  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  Samuel  Curson,  was  read,  praying  for  a  settle- 
9ient  of  his  accounts  and  discharge  of  the  debt  due  to  bim  by  the  United 
States. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  rcjerred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  and  that  tbey 
setUe  Mr.  Curson's  accounts,  and  report  the  balance  due  thereon. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  enclos- 
ing a  declaration,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  the  declaration  be  translated  and  delivered  to  the  marine 
committee,  and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 

A  paper  of  information,  signed  Edward  Leger,  and  dated  December  14th, 
1778,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  his  excel- 
lency the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  take  proner  measures 
for  detecting  and  securing  persons  of  suspicious  characters  m  rhiladelphia : 
tiie  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Duane. 

Ordered,  That  the  paper  of  information  be  referred  to  the  s^id  committee. 

A  letter,  of  November  14th,  from  gov.  Johnson  of  Maryland,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  H.  Lee,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  of  No- 
vember l£th,  from  W.  Cabell,  with  sundry  depositions  relative  to  the  pur- 
chase of  tobacco  by  Mr.  Carter  Braxton  and  Mr.  Gabriel  Penn. 

Resolved,  That  a  new  committee  of  commerce  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
five  members : 

That  any  three  of  the  members  be  empowered  to  transact  business : 

That  the  said  committee  be  empowered  to  employ  clerks  and  book-keep- 
ers, and  that  they  take  charge  of  all  the  books  artd  papers  of  the  secret  com- 
mittee, and  the  late  committee  of  commerce ;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to 
call  to  account  the  said  committees,  and  all  other  persons  entrusted  with 
public  moneys  for  commercial  purposes  ;  and  in  eeneral  to  conduct  the  com- 
mercial affairs  of  the  United  States:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laureos, 
Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Searle,  and  Mr.  Fell. 
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(hdertd.  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  the  papers  actompan j- 
iBeit,  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Theoounittee  on  the  titastiry  breast  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ofdgni,  That  there  be  advanced  to  col.  Isaac  Melchior,  barrack- master 
genera),  50,000  dollars,  for  the  ase  of  his  department,  and  for  which  be  is  to 
beaonntiMe : 

Thit  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Jeremiah  Wadswortii, 
fwiimiwary general  of  purchases,  for  2,000,000  of  dollars  t 

Aasther  warrant  in  his  favor  on  Thomas  Harwood,  esq.  commisioirer  of  the 
cosdnental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  fiOO,000  dollars ;  and'an^' 
adier  warant  in  his  favor  on  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  oeiiti'* 
neatal  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Pennsjlvania,  for  200,000  dollars ;  all  which » 
HOIS,  amoaatingto  !29400,000  dollars,  are  for  the  use  of  the  said  oommista- 
rj-«»eral'8  department,  and  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable :       '^ 

utat  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Bajnton,  paj-ms!(ter 
in  ^  western  district,  for  50,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  his  department,  and: 
for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable :  .         .  > 

Bmhed.  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date^ 
as  the  eadsnon  directed  on  the  26th.  day  of  September,  and  be  numbered 
frsn  the  last  nauiber  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the 
{qUqwii^  denominations,  viz. 


45,455  bills  of    Sdolbneach,      363,640 
45,455    do.         7  318^185 

45,455    do.         5  227,275 


4S,455bilbor60doI]aneach,  2,727,300 

45,i5S    dou     50  2,2ri,750 

45,455   da     40  1,818^200 

4M55  do.      30  1,363,650 
iJ^4S5  do.      20  909,100  10,000,100 

fn  roosequence  of  an  adjustment  by  the  commissioners  of  cUums,  the  au- 
ditor-general reports, 

Thatthere  is  due  to  capt.  Henry  Antis,  and  capt.  Stephen  Chambers^  for 
iheu-  own  and  Mr.  Mofiet's  expenses  from  Northumberland  county,  Penn- 
sjlTsiua,  to  Philadelphia,  and  while  detained  in  this  city,  having  been  sent 
Qojmbik  service  to  the  board  of,  war,  153  30-90  dollars: 

ib^  diere  is  due  to  Andrew  Paul,  fpr  his  pay  as  corporal  in  capt.  James 
W^flfhig's  company  at  New-Orleans,  up  to  December  12th,  1778,  and  for  his 
expenses  from  New-Orleans  to  Philadelphia,  with  despatches  to  Congress^ 
426  7390  dollars :  ' 

That  there  is  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  his  pay  and  subsistence  as 
chsflaio  to  col.  James  Livingston's  regiment,  from  November  11th,  to  I)e- 
cuibtt  10th,  inclusive,  60  dollars : 

Meredp  That  the  said  accounts  be  paid. 

Aaiotion  being  made  for  clothes  for  tne  bi^ttalion  of  North-Carolina  forces, 
commanded  by  col.  Hogan ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  they  report  spe- 
cially thereon. 

Adjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  15, 1778. 

Mr.Dver  and  Mr.  Root,  two  delegates  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and 
prodacco  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state^  which  were  read  as 
follows: 

•  STATE  OF  CONNBCTICUT. 

At  afoKal  MKmUj  of  the  goremor  and  eompaoy  of  the  itate  of  Conlieodcat,  hoUcn  at  Hait- 
tatd  bj  adjaoniineiit,  on  the  Slat  of  October,  Anno  Domini,  1778« 

Besolf ed  by  this  assembly,  that  Roger  Sherman^  Titus  Hosmeri  Eliphde 
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^c 


Djer,  Samuel  Huotiiiji^oiif  Oliver  Ellsworth*  Andrew  Adams,  and  Jeaee 
Root,  esqrs.  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  delegprtes  t»  represeot  this 
state  in  tne  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  year  enauing 
the  1st  day  of  ^vember  next,  not  less  than  two  of  the  said  delegactea  to  re- 
present this  state  in  Congress^  and  not  more  than  four  to  attend  at  a  time^  on 
the  charge  of  this  state ;  and  the  said  delegates  are  hereby  infested  with  full 
poweri^iKl  authority  to  deliberate,  counsel  and  resoWe  upon  all  matters  that 
shall  come  before  Uongress,  agreeable  to  the  articles  of  confederatioiiy  or  ia 
tlie*maQner  hitherto  used,  until  the  same  shall  be  completeljr  settled,  and  to 
transmit  authentic  copies  of  their  resolutions,  from  time  to  time,  to  this  jtt- 
sembty  :j  and  the  dele^tea  appointed  last  October,  are  hereby  desired  and 
Qltopowehed  to  continue  to  represent  tliis  state  in  Congress,  nntil  two  or  more 
of  those  now  elected  shall  arrive  and  take  their  seats  there. 

A  true  copy  of  record,  GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary J^ 

A  letter,  of  November  30th,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  read,  sfg- 
miyinghis  acceptance  of  the  office  of  comptroller,  provided  his  atteadftnce 
can  be  dispensed  with  till  some  time  in  January : 

Ordered,  That  It  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  Samuel  Inglis,  and  a  memorial  of  capt.  Sutton,  were 
read: 

Orieted,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  J<>hn  Millar,  was  read,  enclosing  a  draught  of 
major-gen.  R.  Howe,  in  favor  of  Rawleigh  Downman,  for  1000 dollars: 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  b(mrd  of  treasury. 

An  affidavit  of  John  Kennon,  pay-master  to  the  6th  Virginia  regiment,  was 
read,  respecting  money  lost : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  memorial  of  lieutenant  Calhone^  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia,  directed  to  the  delegates 
of  that  state,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  board  of 
war  and  ordnance,  for  6300  dollars,  to  enable  them  to  advance  4000  dollars 
to^  col.  Hartley,  for  the  use  of  his  regiment,  and  2300  dollars  to  capt.  George 
Rice,  who  is  building  the  barracks  for  the  convention  troops;  the  said  board 
to  be  accountable. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  Hon. 
Henry  Laurens,  esq.  late  president,  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair,  and  in  the 
execution  of  public  business. 

Six  o*tJLocK,  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  Decemher  16,1778. 

A  memorial  from  the  honorable  the  miniiter  plenipotentiary  of  Frauce, 
was  read,  respecting  the  purchase  of  rice: 

Ordered,  That  it  ne  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  November  £6th,  from  captain  Stoddard,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Armand,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Laurens,  was  read,  returning  his  most  grate  - 
All  tlianis  tin  die  resolution  of  yesterday  in  his  favor  : 
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Ordered^  That  the  resolutim  for  returniog  thanks  to  the  hon.  H.  Laurens, 
esq.  late  president,  toother  with  his  letter  of  this  day,  be  published.  * 

Onkreif,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Wiliiaois,  and  Mr.  SSberman,  have  leave 
oCabtence. 

CoB^ss  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  a  proper  allowance  for  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  been  or  may- 
be eleoted  presidents  of  Congress,  to  defray  the  expenses  incidental  to  the 
ofice:  Whereupon, 

Rtiolctd^  That  the  representatives  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Randolph,  deceased, 
t&e  faoa.  Mr.  Mid)dleton,  the  hon.  Mr.  Hancock,  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens, 
formerij  presidents  of  Congress,  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  board  of 
treafiury  accounts  of  their  expenditures  in  support  of  their  households  while 
they  respectively  exercised  tlie  office  of  president,  in  order  to  their  being 
adjusted  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

Rndced,  That  a  convenient  furnished  dwelling-house  be  hired,  and  a  table, 
carriage  and  servants  provided,  at  the  public  expense,  for  the  president  of 
Congress  for  the  time  being : 

Teat  the  committee  on  the  treasury  appoint  and  agree  with  a  steward, 
who  shall  have  the  soperintendance  of  the  household  of  the  president,  and 
of  the  necessaty  expenditures,  and  be  accountable  for  such  monies  as  shaH, 
from  time  to  time,  be  advanced  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  C.  Harnett, 
me  of  ^delegates  of  North-Carolina,  for  2000  dollars,  advanced  upon  his 
apdikatiou ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.Williams,  one  of 
the  delates  of  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  for  1700  dollars,  advanced  on 
las  arohcatiop ;  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  sundry  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of 
Ailadelphia,  was  reaa  ;  Whereupon, 

Oriered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  ttie 
report  of  the  committee  respecting  goods  taken  for  the  public  service,  imme- 
diately iiier  the  evacuation  of  that  city. 

Coagress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole ; 
Wkreapon, 

Bisohedj  That  the  resolution  heretofore  passed,  relative  to  raising  10,000, 
OOD  of  dollars  by  taxes,  during  the  ensuing  year,  be  re -considered,  and  that 
tbstwm  be  augmented  to  the  sum  of  15,000,000  of  dollars. 

ietohedj  That  it  is  necessary  to  take  the  following  bills  out  of  circulation, 
viz.  the  whole  emissions  of  May  SOth,  177^,  and  April  11th,  1778 : 

Oh  the  question  to  agree  to  tnis  resdution. 

The  yeas  and  nays  k^ing  required  by  Mr.  Burkei 


Sao-Hampakiret  Mr.  Whipple, 

Prost, 

HatHfdU'Bay,   Ifr.Geny, 

Lovdl, 


Bh»dt'i^mui, 


A>»-r»rlb, 


HoKen, 
Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  BhcTRuun, 

l^cr, 

EDswortb, 

Boot, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Lewis, 


Pernisyhama, 

MatylttHii, 
Vtrginuif 

N.-CoPoUnOf 
Geor^a, 


Mr,  Witherspoon, 

Fen, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 

Searle, 
Mr.  M'Kcun, 
Mr.  Heiir^', 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Sinith, 
Mr.  HiD, 

Burke, 
"hir.  laurens, 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Langpvorthy, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  b3  postponed. 
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Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  of  the  hon.  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  Fi*ance;  and  thereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  president  be  desired  to  inform  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard, 
that  Congress  approve  his  proposal  of  substituting  6000  barrels  of  rice  in 
the  room  of  the  same  quantity  of  flour,  for  supplying  the  fleet  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty : 

That  they  are  well  satisfied  with  his  employing  such  persons  as  he  shall 
think  proper,  and  in  whom  he  can  confide  to  make  the  purchase;  and  that 
Congress  will  always  be  ready  to  give  him  every  assistance  in  their  power 
to  facilitate  the  purchase  and  exportation  of  supplies  for  his  most  Christian 
majesty's  fleet : 

That  the  president  be  desired  to  write  to  the  president  of  South -Carolina, 
and  inform  him  of  the  necessity  of  sending  tne  said  supply  of  rice  to  the 
fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  in  the  IVest-Indies,  and  request  him  to 
give  every  assistance  in  his  power  to  the  agent  whom  the  hon.  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France  shall  appoint  to  purchase  and  export  the  same  for 
the  purpose  above-mentioned. 

(frdered.  That  the  marine  committee  be  discharged  from  proceeding  on 
the  aforesaid  memorial. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedp  That  col.  Hartley's  regiment  and  the  four  independent  compa- 
nies raised  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  commanded  by  captains  Dojle, 
Wilkie,  Steel  and  Calkerwood,  and  also  the  remains  of  col.  Patton's  regi- 
ment, except  capt.  M'Lane's  company,  be  incorporated  into  one  regiment, 
and  added  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  as  an  eleventh  regiment,  and  that  capt. 
M'Lane's  company  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware  regiment. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court-mar- 
tial on  the  trial  of  major-general  St.  Clair;  Whereupon,  amotion  was  made. 

That  tiie  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  acquitting  major-^neral 
St.  Clair,  with  the  highest  honor,  of  the  charges  exhibited  against  kim,  be, 
and  is  hereby  confirmed : 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved  in  the  words  following: 

The  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial  acquitting  major-^neral  St. 
Clair,  with  the  highest  honor,  of  the  chai*ges  exhibited  against  him,  having 
been  transmitted  to  Congress  and  considered ;  resolved,  uat  he  be  accord- 
ingly discharged  from  his  present  arrest : 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Langworthy« 


N,-Hamp9hirtj    Mr.  Whipple, 
iVatfa*fflft-JBay,Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Geny, 


JRhMde-JtUmd, 
Connecticut^ 


Mew-Torkp 


LoTeU, 
Mr.  Collina, 
Mr.  Shennan» 

Dyer, 

Eilsworthy 

Roat, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane^ 

Lewis, 


Maryland^ 
Virvifda, 

S^'CaroHnOt 


] 


M 


Mr.  Witherkpooiv  cw?  ^v 
Fell,  ^** 

lir.  Roberdean, 

Searie, 
Mr.  Caimichael, 

Heniy, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.HiU, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Lauren^ 

Hutson, 
Mr.  LaiigWQfthy»  fit  ^ 


no 

no' 

noy 

mi 
n#5 


ft* 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  ne^tive* 

The  main  question  beins  put,  resolved  in  the  aflBrmative. 

Ordered,  That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chieC 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  17,  1778. 
A  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  raad^ 
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Oritred^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  :  the  members  chosent 
Mr.  Lanrens,  Mr*  M.  Smith*  Mr.  6.  Morris,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Another  letter,  of  the  13th,  from.  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  respecting 
Mr.¥\euT: 

Oritnit  That  it  be  referred  to  the  for«ttoin^  committee. 

Anolfaer  letter,  of  the  ISth,  from  gen.  Washmgton,  was  read : 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  lieutf^nt-colonel  Bedaulx,  and  a  memorial 
fifiNB  F.  Hopkinson,  were  read  : 

Mnrerf,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  I4th,  from  brigadier  W.  Thompson,  at  Carlisle,  was  read. 

A  petition  from  Clayer  Taylor,  of  Providence,  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island, 
fcc.  was  read: 

Ordend^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
sen, Mr.  Collins,  Mr.T  Adams,  and  Mr.  Dyer. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  9th  of  September,  and 
Si^stoC  October  last,  in  favor  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  toge^er  with  the 
letten  written  by  the  president  in  consequence  thereof,  ana  the  marquises 
answer,  be  published. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  horses 
for  remounting  col.  Baylor's  regiment ;  after  debate. 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Ceupesas  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  report  oi  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  after  debate, 

Boiobed,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

That  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business, 
Adjoained  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  December  18, 1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  J.  Reed,  president  of  Pennsylvania,  enclosing  a 
letter  of  November  29th,  from  Curson  and  Governeur,of  8t  Eustatia,  with  a 
hill  of  lading  ttierein,  for  six  boxes,  containing  3000  pair  of  woollen  stock- 
ii^  for  tcconnt  and  risque  of  the  United  States,  was  read : 

(kderedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce. 

A  petition  and  representation  of  Evan  Malbone,  sen.  and  Evan  Malbone, 
JOB.  was  read : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  v  on  the  petition  of  Claver 
Taylor. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  major-general  Lee,  was  read,  desiring  to  be 
iodvlged  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  Congress,  relative  to  his  trial. 

A  report  from  the  Doard  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came 
io  tile  following  order  and  resolution : 

Whereas  Dr.  Wheelock  has  incurred  eipense  in  supporting  a  number  of 
Indian  youths,  of  the  Caghnawaga  tribe,  at  his  school,  which  m  times  past 
has  been  the  means  of  conciliating  the  friendship  of  that  tribe : 

Ordered,  That  a  warant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nd  Wheelock,  for  925  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Dr.  Eleazer  Wheelock* 

Whereas  itis  represented  to  Congress,  that  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  ad- 
veatorers  in  tlie  lottery  of  the  United  States,  to  have  the  blanks  drawn  as  well 
as  the  prizes ;  and  that  the  public  will  therebv  have  an  opportunity,  during 
the  time  of  drawine,  to jpurchase  the  tickets  which  may  remain  unsold  at  the 
commencement:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  be  directed  to  draw  the  blanks^  as  well  as 
theorizes,  of  the  second  class  of  the  said  lottery. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the 
13th,  brought  in  a  report :  WhereUjiou, 
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Resolved^  That  gen.  WasbiDCton  be  directed  to  attend  Coir^ss  imme- 
diately after  he  shall  have  put  the  army  in  such  order  as  to  admit  of  his  ab- 
sence from  it  a  few  days. 

A  memorial  from  the  managers  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read :  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  drawing  of  the  second  class  of  the  said  lotte- 
ry be  deferred  to  the  first  day  of  April  next :  question  put,  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 

whole : 

The  second  proposition  being  read,  viz. 

That  they  be  brousbt  in  for  that  nurpose,  in  the  manner  hereafter  provid- 
ed, by  the  first  day  of  June  next,  ana  not  afterwards  redeemable. 

Sundry  amendments  were  moved  and  set  aside  by  the  previous  question ; 
after  which  a  division  was  called  for,  and  the  question  being  put  on  the  first 
clause,  as  far  as  the  word  *'  next"  inclusive,  the  ye|is  and  nays  were  requir- 
ed by  Mr.  M.  Smith. 


JJiav-Hampafure,  Mr.  Wlupple, 

Froet, 

Ma88a*stt9^ay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geriy, 


Mode-Tdand, 
Cannedieuig 


Loyell, 
Mr.  Eller>', 

Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Lewis, 


«y 
«y 

ay 

oy 
«y 

ay 
fly 


PenruyhamOf 

Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 

Virginia, 


BIr.  Witherspoon,  «^7^ 
FcU,  ayS"^ 

Mr.  I'oberdeau,*    ay 
Searle, 

Mr.  ll'Kean, 


-^S-^ 

<VW 


Mr.  CarmtchaeL    mtj^ 


Henry, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  HilU 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 


my 

noy 

oyj 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  M.  Smiui, 


NeuyHampAirt,  Mr:  Whipple,' 

Frost, 

Moiat^stU-Bayt  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 


] 


ay 


Hkode^Jtiandf 
JNewYork, 


Lovell, 
Mr.  KOeiy, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

EUsworthr 
Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis. 


fly 
«y>tfy 

ay^ 

«y 

ay 

«y 

nol 

no\ 


iaif 


ay}  no 


NeuyJenty^ 

Ptmuyhonuip 

Delaware, 
Maryhndf 


ay 


Vh 

a:- 


mo, 


114^ 


S,'Carolinap 


Vr.  Withenpoon,  ay  ^ 

Fell.  ay  5 

Ifr.  Roberdeau,     ay?-^ 

Scaiie,  flvs"* 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Cannichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.HiU, 

Burlce, 
Mr.Lfauren% 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 


noy 
noy 

iioS"* 

ay\ay 

«y3 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  third  proposition  was  then  read,  viz. 

That  they  be  received  for  debts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  treisufyf 
and  into  the  state  treasuries  for  continental  taxes,  until  the  first  day  of  Jane 
next : 

A  motion  was  made  to  strikeout  *'  for  continental  taxes:" 

And  on  the  question  that  they  stand  part  of  the  report,  the  yeas  and  oay^ 
being  required  oy  Mr.  Burke, 


\ 


ay 


N,'Hamp9hire,    Mr.  Whipple,  ay 

Frost,  ay 

Mu9a*9tU'JBayf  Bfr.  8.  Adams,  ay^ 

Geny,  ay  S-oy 

Lovelli  0^3 


lihode-Itland,     Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins^ 

Crnnecticvt,        Mr.  Dyer, 

Elbwortb, 
Boot, 
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l&l 


XfO'Tv*, 

Mt.Uy,               uo-). 

Maryland^ 

I.I. 
Mr  Oannichae], 

::?- 

Duane,            ay^no 

Hemy, 

Lewis,             «»j 

VirnrirdOf 

Mr.  M.  Smith, 

noy* 

N&cJtnK^ 

Mr.  WWieinioon,  ayT 
Fell,                ay  J  "^ 

K-CarvUm, 

Mr.HUI, 
Burke, 

j*nuuyvtKMf 

Mr.  Searie,            ay  W 

S^'CaroUnOf 

Mr.  Ijuiieiii, 

<w> 

Jkiaamit 

Mr.  M^Keaa.         a^  >a2/ 

Drayton, 
Hutsoiv 

So  it  was  reaoWetl  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  qaestlon  being  then  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Six  o'clock,  ?•  M. 

There  not  being  a  sofflcient  number  of  states  to  p^roceed  to  business^ 
Adioamed  to  ten  O'clock  to-morrow. 

SATURDAY,  December  19,  \77B. 

Beuboid,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  staff,  on  wajs  and  means  of 
retrenching  the  expenses  of  tne  army :  the  members  chosen^  Mr.  Duane« 
Mr.  Laurensj  Mr.  £llswortb»  Mr.  Gerrj,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

Congress  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committi^  of  the 
vliole,  when  the  fourth  proposition  was  read,  viz. 

TVttt  thev  be  received  into  tlie  continental  loan-offices,  either  for  loan- 
ofhce  certi&catea  or  in  order  to  be  exchange^  for  other  bills  of  like  tenor  to 
bepamded,at  the  election  of  the  owners,  until  the  first  day  of  June  next: 
To  which  an  amendment  was  moved ;  after  debate, 

iUjoomed  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  21,  1778. 

Congress  resoroed  the  conuderaiion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  when  the  following  amendment  was  moved,  in  lieu  of  the  fourth  pro- 
portion ; 

Hiat  such  bills  be  received  into  the  treasury  in  order  to  be  exchanged  for 
bifli  of  oqaid  value,  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  them  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next : 

Oq  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  amendment, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


XBmftkire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Fcoit, 

Jbm^tu-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Love'li, 
Hohen, 

JB^-Uand,    Mr.  EUeiy, 

CoUirii, 

Craectfcitf;      Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 
Root, 

.>Vr.rorlr,  Mr.  Jay, 

6.  Monia^ 
Lewi% 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


Ntw^tntVy       Mr.  Withenpoon, 

Fell, 
Pennitylvama,   Mr.  Searie, 

Mr.  Cannichae], 

Heniy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

I>rayton, 

HutMD, 

Mr.  Lingwortl^, 


Maryiatuif 

N.-CcaroUnot 
S.'CaroSnOf 


no 

no 
no 


?H0 

ay^ 
ay^ay 


Gturgia, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  office  ceKificates,"  and 
change  **  for"  into  *'  on ;"  question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  the  words  "  either  on  loan  or ;" 
And  on  the  question,  that  thejr  stand  part  of  the  report, 
Tht  yeas  and  naj9  being  required  by  Mr.  Ell  err, 
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New-Han^Mre,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

MuMfttU'Bayt  Mr.  Gcny, 

lioveli, 


C^mucHeutt 

NeuhTmK 


Holten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

EUBwoKh, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

G.  Monism 

LewiB, 


ay 


ay 


oy 


yh^eneyt 

Penruyhttfii^ 

Delaware^ 

Maryland, 

N.'CaroUruk 
S,' Carolina, 

Georgia, 


ayi 


Mr.  M^therspooiL  ay 

FeU, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M'Kc^ii, 
Mr.  Canrnchiiie], 

Henry, 
Ifr.  F.  L.  Lee,       no 

M.  Smith,       ay 
Mr.  Hill,  no 

Burice^  no 

"hir,  Laurens,         no 

I>fayton,         ay 

Hutflon,  ay 


ay>ay 


an 


no 


I 


^ 


Mr.  Langwoitliy,  no  ^ 

So  it  wu  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  amendment  being  made  bj  transposition,  and  the  question  put  on  tiie 
proposition  as  amended, 

Eesalved,  That  they  be  received  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  into  the 
continental  loan-offices,  either  on  loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at  the  election  of 
the  owners,  for  other  bills  of  the  like  tenor,  to  be  provided  tor  that  purpose. 

Beaolved,  That  the  bills  lodged  in  the  said  offices,  to  be  so  exchanged,  be 
there  registered,  and  indented  certificates  thereof  given  to  the  owners  by  the 
respective  commissioners  of  the  said  offices : 

On  the  auestion  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Jay, 


NeuhHaanpihire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Matm^otta-Ba^,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 


Mkode-Aland, 
OonnecHast, 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

EUsworthi 
Koot, 
Mr.  Jay, 
O.  Mocris, 
Lewis, 


oy 


no 


NeuhJeney, 

Pennayhama, 

Delaware, 

diarykmd, 

.Firgima, 

J\r»' Carina, 

S,'Carolina, 


Mr.  WitherBpoon,a^ 

FcU,  ay 

Mr.  Searie, 
Blr.  M«Kean, 
Mr.  Carmicliae], 

Heiuy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.Hin, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurensi 

Drayton 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langwoilby, 


no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TUESDAY,  Deumber  22,  177^. 

The  president  informed  the  house  that  brindier  W.  Thompson,  meeAW 
to  order,  attended  yesterday,  and  that  he  had  signified  a  wish  to  be  indulged 
till  AVedtiesday,  as  he  is  desirous  of  having  somV  witnesses  exaroioed  t 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  evening  be  assigned^for  proceeding  on  the  cbar^ 
i^inst  brigadier  W.  Thompson,  and  that  he  be  notified  to  attend  with  his 
witnesses  at  5  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  secreUVy  summon  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  jun.  and  notify 
Mr.  Searle  to  attend  Congress  at  5  o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening,  to  give 
evidence'on  the  charge  ajgunst  brigadier  W.  Thompson. 

On  motion,  Xesolwd,  That  the  secretary  furnish  major-sen.  Lee  with  soch 
extracts  from  the  journal  as  relate  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court- 
martial  on  his  trial,  and  to  the  confirmation  of  the  sentence. 

A  letter,  of  November  24th,  from  major-gen.  R.  Howe,  was  read,  enclosing 
one  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  from  col.  White,  in  Geoigia,  informing, 
that  tlie  enemy  have  invaded  that  state,  and  are  advancing  with  about  lA^ 


men. 
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A  letter,  of  the  SOth,  from  coi.  Armaod,  marquis  de  Rouerie,  was  read  : 

Orderai,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members  cho- 
aeii,  Mr.  Daane,  Mr.  EHerj,  and  Mr.  CarmichaeU 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read»  informing  Congress 
that  he  has  committed  to  writing  as  particular  an  account  of  his  ageucj  of 
their  affidis  in  Europe  as  his  situation  will  permit  him,  and  that  he  waits  the 
pletsare  of  Congress  to  laj  the  same  before  them : 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  that  Congress  will  meet  this  evening 
at  6  o'clock,  to  receive  his  information,  and  that  he  attend  at  that  time. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  report 
of  the  commissioners  by  him  appointed,  to  meet  commissioners  from  sir 
Henry  Clinton,  and  other  papers  respecting  the  meeting;  and  informing  that 
an  exchange  of  prisoners  has  not  taken  place:  Whereupon, 

ResUvei^  That  Congress  approve  the  proceedings  oi  the  commander  in 
chief  and  tlie  commissioners  appointed  by  him  in  the  negotiations  at  Amboy 
for  exchange  of  prisoners  : 

Orderta,  That  so  much  of  gen.  Washington's  letter  as  relates  to  the  said 
negotiations,  togedier  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  published* 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  Mr.  ae  Francey,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  to>morrow  be  assigned  for  considering  it. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury* 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  marquis  of  Britigny,  was  read  : 
Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  ii|to  consideration 
the  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  marquis  of  Briti^y. 

A  letter,  of  the  19th,  from  H.  Laurens,  late  president,  was  read : 
Ordared,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  fetter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Mifflin,  and  one  of  the  15th,  from  Ce&sar 
Rodney,  president  of  Delaware,  were  read. 

A  mefflorial  from  Elizabeth  Preston,  was  read : 

Ordoml,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war* 

Resobed,  That  a  member  be  appointed  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Shenaan :  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  J*  Root  was  elected. 

A  memorial  from  Thomas  Mumford  was  read. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on 
tbe  memorUl  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  deputy  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
with  direction  to  state  the  facts  specially,  report, 

T\mt  it  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  said  £.  Blaine  to  Congress,  dated  the 
2:di  of  March  last,  that  he  had  purchased  goods  from  Georae  Kennedy,  be- 
tween the  Sd  of  October,  1777,  and  the  9th  of  February  following,  to  the 
anooDt  of  6000  dollars,  for  which  he  had  engaged  him  to  take  payment  in 
loaa-ollice  certificates,  on  condition  that  such  certificates  should  be  procured 
for  him  before  the  1st  of  March,  1778 : 

That  Kennedy  applied  to  the  commissary-general  before  that  day,  but 
because  Blaine's  accounts  were  unsettled*  he  could  not  get  a  draught  on  the 
loan-office  for  these  certificates : 

Hiat  Kennedy  was  yet  willing  to  take  certificites  to  bear  date  as  above : 

That  there  were  other  claimants  under  like  circumstances,  who  had  not 

yet  applied : 

That  the  said  letter,  being  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  they 
gave  their  opinion  that  it  was  by  no  means  proper  to  antedate  loan-office 
certificates  tor  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  from  the  public,  and  circum- 
stanced as  the  case  mentioned  in  the  said  letter : 

That  Mr*  Blaine,  on  the  30th  day  of  May  following,  presented  a  memorial 
te  Congress,  setting  forth  that  he  contracted  with  George  Kennedy  and  oth- 
en,  for  articles  for  the  use  of  the  army,  in  the  months  ol  October^  l^orember. 
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December,  iind  January,  then  last,  to  the  amount  of  17,500  dollars,  for  wltich 
he  hkd  promised  them  loan -office  certificates  in  payment ;  he  therefore  prayed 
for  warrants  on  the  loan-office  for  certificates  to  that  amount,  to  be  dated  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  then  last,  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  his  contract : 

That  the  said  memorial  being  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  they  re- 
||orted  that  they  continued  of  the  opinion  tliey  had  before  given  on  Mr. 
Blaine's  letter,  that  it  was  by  no  means  proper  to  antedate  loan-office  certi- 
ficates for  the  payment  of  those  debts : 

That,  upon  the  said  report  being  read  in  Congress,  it  was  re-committed. 

That  they  have  therefore  a  third  time  taken  the  subject  of  the  letter  and 
memorial  into  consideration,  and,  after  mature  reflection,  retain  the  opinion 
that  they  have  repeatedly  given,  that  antedated  certificates  ought  not  to  be 
issued  to  satisfy  the  said  demand : 

The  report  being  read  and  considered, 

I^eBolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  same. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Sesolved^  That  William  GMdes,  esq.  commissioner  of  one  of  the  cham- 
bers of  accounts,  be  empowered  and  requested  to  act  as  one  of  the  commis* 
sioners  of  claims  until  the  chamber  of  accounts  can  proceed  to  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  respecting  the  memorial  of 
capt.  Johp  Sutton,  be  re-committed. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Orderedj  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  the  marine 
committee,  for  ^,000  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle  de- 
partment ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable ; 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  John  Millar,  for  1000  dol- 
lars, in  payment  of  a  draught  of  major-general  Howe,  dated  Charleston, 
South-Carolina,  August  24th,  1778,  in  favor  of  cant*  Rawleigb  Downman, 
and  endorsed  by  him  for  that  sum ;  it  being  agreeable  to  a  letter  of  advice  of 
the  same  date  from  major-general  Howe,  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  respecting  an  additional  al  - 
lowance  beyond  the  established  price,  to  be  made  to  officers  who  have  pur- 
chased horses  for  the  cavalry,  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  major-general 
Miffiin,  late  quarter-master  general,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read: 

Ordered^  Tnat  the  consideration  tliereof  be  postponed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  13th,  from  general 
Washinffton,  relative  to  lieutenant-col.  Fleury,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  report  of 
the  board  respecting  brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  engineers  who  accompa- 
nied him,  be  taken  up,  and  that  both  be  considered  together. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  proceeded  to 
read  his  written  information,  but,  not  having  time  to  finish. 

Ordered,  That  he  attend  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock,  and  proceed  in  bis  in- 
formation. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  23,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  22d,  from  col.  W.  Grayson,  was  read,  informing  that  lie 
has  been  duly  notified  of  his  appointment  to  the  board  of  war,  and  expressing 
a  desire  to  decline  the  same. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Gossinus  Erkelins,  was  read  ;  and  also  one  of 
November  SSjth,  from  col.  O.  Derick,  informing  Congress  of  his  intention^ 
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OQ  his  arrival  in  Holland,  to  correspond  with  tlie  hon.  Dr.  FraDklia,  at  Pa- 
ris, iftd-dMriag  tiiat  thepreaideirt  would  anention  hii^  name  to  Dr.  Franklin 
in  his  B«t  letter: 

Ordered,  That  bi» desire  be  complied  with. 

Accofding  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  proceeded 
in  his  informaUon,  and  having  gone  through  what  he  had  written,  he  pro- 
dMcd  aandrjr  letters  and  papers,  which  he  ^desired  might  be  read ;  upon  a 
letter  of  April  7th,  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  him,  being  read,  Mr.  Deane  desired 
lesft  to  smj  something  in  explanation  of  the  last  clause  of  the  said  letter, 
vtich  respects  a  nejgotiator,  *<  who,  as  the  letter  mentions,  is  gone  back  appa- 
rently much  chagrined  at  his  little  success,  and  in  which  Dr.  Franklin  says 
he  hw  promised  him  faithfully,  tliat  since  hie  propositions  could  not  be  ac- 
cepted, they  should  be  buried  in  oblivion ;    and  therefore  earnestly  de*- 
sires  that  Mr.  Deane  would  put  that  paper  immediately  in  the  fire,  on  the 
vecciptof  the  letter,  without  taking  or  suffering  to  be  taken  any  copy  of  it^ 
or  communicating  its  contents :" 

Ashe  was  pn>ceeding  to  explain  this  matter,  a  motion  was  made,  that  Mr. 
Deaae  withdraw : 
Mr.  Deane  accordingly  withdrew. 

A  notion  was  then  niad^  that  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed  that 
if  he  has  ainr  thing  further  to  report,  he  lay  it  before  Congress  in  writing : 
In  lieu  of  which  it  was  moved  as  an  amendment, 

ThiiMr.  Deane  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  his  verbal  explanation,  refer- 
red to,  sod  that  it  be  afterwards  reduced  to  writing,  if  Congress  shall 

The  aaendraents  being  received,  a  division  was  called  for,  and  on  the 
fseitioD  to  agree  to  the  first  clause. 
The  yeas  and  nays  tieing  required  by  Mr.  EUery, 


Mr.  Wlupple, 
Frost, 

^fan^iOi-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 
LoveU, 
Hoken, 
KUery, 
Collins, 
Dyer, 
EUswortii, 
Root, 

MP.  Jay, 
Duane, 


i^MMnmii,      Mr< 
Cbnoeewm;       Mr. 


X».r«r*r, 


SegJ^teg,         Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay 


Penntylvama, 
Iklawaref 


K-CaroHnOf 


S,'CaroSna, 


Georffiftf 


Mr.  Roberdeaii, 
Mr.  M*Kean, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penii, 

Williaois, 

Hill. 

Bui'ke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutaon, 


Mr.Langu'orthy,  ay 


I 

Fell,  ayS 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiye. 

On  ^e  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery « 


p,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Frost, 

J^tttm^9U9'Bts^9  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Hdten, 

JRhtde-iriami,     Mr.  KDety, 

Collins, 

Ctmectitui,        Mr.  Dver, 

Ellsworth, 
Root, 

AcuvKii^,  Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 


ay 


ay 


«y 


^^W'Jeneif 


iir.  >Vttherspoon,at/ 1  ^.. 
Fell,  ay\''^ 


Pemuyhatua, 

Delarvare, 


N^'CaroHfia, 


S.'CarolinOf 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Roberdeau,     ay 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  F  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

GrifTin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Williams, 

Hill, 

Burlte, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutlion, 
Mr»  Langworthy,  no  ym 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  the  secretarv  inform  Mr.  Deane  that  Coneress  will  give 
him  notice  of  the  time  when  oe  shall  attend  again^  which  wul  probablj  be 
this  evening. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  September  lOth,  from  Jonathan  Williams,  at  Nantes,  was  read» 
with  a  number  of  fUKpers  accompanving  it : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

According  to  order,  bri|;adier  W.  Thompson  attending,  was  called  in,  and 
the  witnesses  being  examined,  he  withdrew. 

Ordered^  That  brieidier  W.  Thompson  be  called  in  and  informed,  that  if 
he  has  any  thing  to  oner  in  his  defence,  the  house  is  read  j  to  hear  him,  but 
that  if  he  requires  time  to  make  his  defence,  it  will  be  allowed  him. 

Brigadier  Thompson  being  called  in  and  informed  of  the  order  of  the 
hous^  desired  that  the  paper  he  had  in  his  hand  might  be  read  : 

The  same  being  reaa,  and  he  having  nothing  further  to  oiler,  general 
Thompson  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accordingly  he  withdrew. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  24,  177B. 

Mr.  Samuel  Atlee,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

The  president  informed  Congress  that  gen.  Washington  was  arrived  in 
town,  pursuant  to  their  orders :  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  introduced  to  Congress,  and 
informed  from  the  chair,  that  Confess  have  directed  his  atttendance  in  order, 
among  other  things,  to  confer  with  him  on  the  operations  of  the  next  cam- 
paign,  and  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  present  the  commander  in  chief  with  the 
foregoing  resolution,  and  acquaint  him  that  Congress  are  now  ready  to  re< 
ceive  him^ 

In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  order,  the  commander  in  chief  attended, 
and  being  informed  by  the  president  of  the  end  for  which  Congress  has  de- 
sired his  attendance,  and  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed  agreeably  to 
the  foregoing  resolution,  he  withdrew. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee :  the*  members  chosen, 
are  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  6.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Laurens. 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  charge  against  brigadier  W.  Thomp- 
son ;  and  the  defence  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  apology  made  by  brigadier-genend  Thomp- 
son be  accepted  at  satisfactory : 

The  charge  and  depositions  were  then  called  for,  and  a  motion  was  made, 
that  the  examination  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  and  the  deposition  of  col.  Noarth, 
the  one  offered  to  support  the  charge  against  brigadier  gen.  Thompaon,  and 
the  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejected,  the  same  being  taken  ex^pmie: 
To  which  an  amenameot  was  moved,  by  way  of  substitute. 
That  the  examination  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  taken  before  Congress  on 
Monday  the  Tth  inst.  in  support  of  the  chf  ree  against  brigadier  Thompson, 
be  rejected,  and  that  the  aeposition  of  col.  Noarth,  produced  last  nigut  by 
brigadier  Thompson  in  his  own  eiculpation  from  diecnarge,  be  alsa  rejected: 
A  question  was  taken,  whether,  consistent  with  order,  the  latter  proposi* 
tion  can  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  former : 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

yew-ffampshire,  Mr.  Whinple,       oy  ^a^ 

Lovell,  ay  [^ 

Hoiten,  ayj 


Rhod&- Aland,      Mr.  EUery,  ojf}ay 

CormecHcut,        Mr.  liver,  oy^ 


Ellswofth,      ay  Vfly 
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Arv-Forft', 


Mr.  Jay.  no^ 

Duane,  no>no 

6.  MonWf       ay  3 
Mr.  Withtfspooiiy  09/  4  j». 
FeD,  ^«;5 

rauu^mMh     ^^'  Itoberdeau,    ay  >  ^, 

Atlee,  ay  5^ 

«y>oy 


Maryland^ 
S.-Car9Unat 


Mr.  Cannicbael, 

Henry, 
Ifr.  Penn, 

HilU 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutaon, 


«y> 


Mr.  M*Kean,  ay  ^ay      Getrgia,  Mr.  LAn^^orthy,  ay  >ay 

So  It  was  resolved  to  be  id  onler. 
Tbe  question  being  put  on  the  amendment,  passed  in  the  negative. 
Tlie  muD  question  was  then  divided,  and  on  the  question,  that  the  exam- 
iiutHPn  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee  be  rejected, 
The  yeas  sod  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Duane, 


•VrswrsHb, 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  8.Adun9» 
Geny, 
LoveO, 
Holten, 

Mr.  EUeiy, 

Mr.  Dver, 
Ellsworth, 
Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
G.  Mornai 
Lewia^ 


.Yr9>ler«f,        Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay 


Pennsyivanot 

Delawaret 
Mar$loHdf 

Fkginia, 
N.'CaroKna, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Roberdeau,     ay 
Atlee,  ay 

Mti  M'Kean,         oy  ^oy 


ay 


Mr.  Cannichae^  ay 

Heniy, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy,  ay  yay 


«y 


ay 


Fell.  avh^ 

Soiivas  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Tile  osestion  was  then  put,  that  the  deposition  of  col.  Noarth  be  rejected  t 
rsMfredioAe  affirmative. 

The  qiestion  was  put,  whether  the  words  *<  the  same  having  been  taken^ 
txjpmitP  shall  stand? 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 


SeafBampOire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MmJuaU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adamfl^ 

Gerry, 
Lorell, 
Ilblten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Kllsworth, 
Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
U.  MoRia, 
Lewifl, 


ay  ^ay 


S^T^ 


Mr.  Withenpoon,  ay  >  ^^ 
FeU,  ayS'^^ 


Pemuytoaniaf     Mr.  Roberdeau^ 

AUee, 

Delaware,  Mr.  M*Kean, 

3iarykmd,  Mr.  Carmichae], 

Henry, 

Virginia^  Ifr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Griffin, 

Nbrth-Carx^naf  Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

South-CaroKna,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Hutaon, 


Qtorjfia, 


Mr.  Langworthy,  a^  ^y 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  whole»^ 

Resolved,  That  the  eiamination  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  and  the  deposition 
of  col.  Noarth,  the  one  offered  to  support  the  char|:e  against  brigaaier  W. 
Thompson,  and  the  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejected,  the  same  having 
been  taken  ex  parte* 

The  proceedings  on  the  journal  relative  to  brigadier  Thompson,  the  charge 
tad  the  deposition  of  witnesses,  were  then  read :  Whereupon,  a  motion  was 
made,  that  brigadier-gjeneral  Thompson  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege : 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Sao-Bampdure,  Mr.  Whipple,        ay  ^ay      Rhode-Ialaud,      Mr.  EUeiy,  no  ^^lo 

MataifittB'Bay,   Mr.  S.  Adams,       tnn  Comifcticut,  -     Mr.  Ellsworth,       ^iau 

Gerry,  oy  [^  Root,  ayS^ 

Holten, 
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•Vcw-ForA', 


Fenmykofuot 

Bdawarty 
Marylati4f 


Mr.  Jay,  no 

Duane,  ay 

G.  Morria^        no 

Lewis,  ay, 

1^.  Witherspooa,  ay  >  .. 

FeD,  no  $  '^^' 

Mr.  Roberdeau,     ay  ) 

Atlee,  no  y 

Mr.  M*Kean,  excused 
Mr.  Cannichae],     no^ 

Henry,  no , 

So  it  was  then  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  general  ThompAoa's  apo1<^j  is  aatisfactoFjr : 

Oa  which  the  yeas  ami  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


div. 


no 


Virginia, 

Mr.  P.  L.  Lee, 

oy 

M.  Smith, 

fly 

Grifiiii, 

no 

N.'Caroiina, 

Mr,P«nn, 

no 

Hill, 

no 

S.'CaroSnOf 

-Mr.  Laurens, 

oy 

Drayton, 

no 

Ilutson, 

«y 

ay 


no 


ay 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Langwortfay,  ay  yay 


yefv-Hampakfre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Maua*dt8-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Loyell,  ' 


RJiodi'^and, 
CoimeeUeut, 

J>rew'Yoiip, 


J^am^eney, 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

G.  Morris, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Mitherspoon,  na7j^ 

Fell,  ay  5 


PennaybMinia, 

peknoare, 
Marykmd, 

Virginia, 


A".' Carolina, 
il.-CaroUna, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Foberdeau, 

Atlee, 
Mr.  M<Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 

Henty; 
Mr.  F*  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin, 
^fr,  P^nn, 

Ilill, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Draytoft, 

Ifutaon, 


Mr.  Lang^'orthy,  ay  "^y 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday.  . 

SATURDAY,  December  26,  \77$. 

A  letter,  of  the  2l8t,  from  Abraham  Clarke,  of  New-Jersey,  was  read,  en- 
closing affidavits  respecting  the  conduct  of  brigadier  Maxwell  in  resisting  a 
writ  of  Habe«fl  Corpus : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three ;  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Fell. 

A  memorial  from  Josiah  Smith,  sui^eon,  and  others,  late  of  the  Revenge 
cutter,  captain  Cunningham,  Has  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  subject  of  finance,  when  the  6th  proposition  was-read,  viz. 

6.  That  proper  bills  be  provided  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out  at  said 
offices,  to  complete  the  said  exchanges  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  due  no- 
tice be  given  to  all  parties  by  public  advertisements,  as  soon  as  the  same 
shall  be  ready: 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  "as  soon  as  possible,"  and 
what  follows  to  the  end,  and  to  insert  in  place  thereof  *'  by  the  first  day  o( 
June  next."  ^ 

Another  motion  was  made,  to  substitute  the  following  resolution : 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  make  returns  to  the  treasury 
board  immediately  after  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  of  the  amount  of  the  bills 
received  into  their  respective  offices,  to  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
proper  bills  to  exchange  the  same  be  furnished  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out 
at  tneir  said  offices  within  sixty  days  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June : 

To  which  it  was  moved  to  add  as  follows : 

And  that  the  proprietors  of  bills  brought  into  the  loan-offices  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  an  interest  on  the  sums  respectively  brougjit  in  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  sir  per  centum  per  aunbm,  from  the  1st  of  June 
aforesaid,  to  the  day  on  which  they  shall  be  exchanged: 
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Ob  tkeqaestion  to  a^ree  to  this  addition, 

T\ie  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laorene, 


N.'SaafAKre^    Ur.  Whipple, 

rrost,    , 
Mma"tiu-Jf^^  Mr.  Geny, 

LoreU, 
Hohen, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
BDsworth, 

B4X>t, 

Mr.Jtfy, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 


no 


RMe-hland^ 


Mn^Tmrk^ 


X4)aroUfia, 


Gewgia^ 


Mr.  Bobeideai],     no  > 

.  Atlee,  fMy 

Ifir.  Cannicluie],    aiy 

Hemy, 
Mr.  M.  Smithy 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Lauren^ 
Mr.  Lan^mthy,  no 


n0 


Mr.  Widierspoon^  • 
Fen,  % 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

T^e  amendment  beinj  adopted,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same. 

Hie  jeas  andnajs  being  required  by  Mr:  Burke, 


Ifac-BtrnfAire^  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
JfaMVtf^ifay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Ix>vell, 


ViAMmd, 


Ikm^Tmk, 


HoUep, 
Mr.  KUeiy, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

EUsworth, 

Rool^ 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  1  ^„ 
Fell.  ay  5  ^y 


PeMwyhaMOf 
Mairybmdt. 

N,'CaroHna, 


S,'CaroUna, 
Georgia^ 


Ifr.  Roberdeau, 

Atlee, 
Mr.  Cannichael, 

Hemy, 
Mr.  M.  Smitli, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn» 

Wilfiams, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
-  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


nol^ 
nos 


no 
no 
fio 
no 
no 


>no 


yno 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  7th  proposition  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

7.  Tkat  the  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  treasury  and 
iMs-flfioes,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  through  with  a  circular  punch 
ofBoe  inch  diameter,  to  De  afterwards  examined  and  burned,  as  Congress 
•Wi  direct. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  b^  notified  toatte&d  Congress  on  M<mdaj  dext» 
at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

A^oomed  to  ten  o'clock  on-  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  £8,  1778. 

Tkere  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business^ 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  29, 1778. 

Mr.  Scttdder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter,  of  tiiis  day,  from  J.  Moipm,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  from 
Br.  Morgan,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Harvie :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  M.  Smith* 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  G.  Clinton,  governor  of  New-York,  was  read : 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  colonel  Malcolm,  was  read,  enclosing  a  return 
of  the  milttarv  stores  and  garrison  of  forts  Clinton  and  Constitution : 

Ordered,  Ihat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Remdved^  That  two  brigadiers  be  appointed  for  the  troops  of  North- 
Carolina. 

Col.  Jethro  Sumner  and  col.  Thomas  Clarke  are  nominattd  /(If  brigsdieni 
by  the  delegates  of  North-Carolina. 
Vol.  III.  22 
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Resolved^  That  a  comniittee  4if  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
state  of  the  Pennsylvania  troopg,  and  report  whether  an  additional  briga- 
dier ia  wanting  for  the  troops  ot  that  state :  die  members  chosen,  Mr.  M*KeaD, 
Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Atlee. 

Resolved^  lliat  an  additional  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  troops  of 
South-Carolina. 

Colonel  Isaac  Huger  is  nominated  by  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  subject  of  finance,  and  a  s^t  of  reso- 
lutions relative  thereto  being  read, 

Orderedf  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  report  hath  circulated  in  divei^  parts  of  America,  that  Coo- 
gress  would  not  redeem  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by.  them  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  but  would  suffer  them  to  sink  in  the  hands  of  the  holder, 
whereby  the  value  of  the  said  bills  hath,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  ^jood 
people  of  these  states,  depreciated ;  and  lest  the  silence  of  Congress  might 
give  strength  to  the  said  report ; 

Besolvedf  That  the  said  report  is  false  and  derogatory  to  the  honor  of 
Congreas. 

A  motion  waa  made  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


Keuy-Ebn^pahirt^  Ifr.  Whipple, 

Frosty 

Ma99c^9tU'Btty,  ilr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 


Modt-Lknd^ 


Holtei^ 
Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
Ifr.  Dyer, 

EiUwordi, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

G.  )f  0111% 


ay 


Mvf^enqff        Mr.  Witberspoon,  ajf' 


Penmyhama, 

Delaware, 
Morytand, 

FirginiOf 

N^'CaroHnOf 

S.'CaroHna, 


Scudder, 

FeU, 
Mr.  Boberdeau, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 
Blr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichae], 

Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M  Smitli, 
Mr.Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


M 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ater  debate  the  previous  question  was  moved ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


JfitUhBanipMref  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

JMoMo'fllt-Jlay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 


ay 


ay 


Hohen,  a 

Mr.  EUery,  a, 

Collins^  a 

Mr.  Dyer,  o 

Ellsworth,  a 

.Boot,  a] 

Mr.  J>y>  n 

Duane,  n 

G.  Morris,       n 

,  So  flie  states  ^wefe  equally  divided. 
The  main  question  beine  then  put,^ 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  oeing  required  by^  Mr.  Drayton 


Bhod^hkmd^ 
Jiflfm-Tork, 


«y 


ay 


no 


PenmyhwdOf 


DdauHxte, 
Maryland, 
Firgima, 

N.'CaroUfia^ 


S.-Ca^Una, 


Air.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
Mr.  Bobeidesu, 

AUee, 

Searle, 
Mr.  M<Kean, 
Mr.  Canntcluielt 
Mr*  *•  L.  M-^c, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fenn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


fiO 


fio>  no 

no 

*^?«^ 
oyb  "^ 

no-y 
no  >ni 


\f 


J!kuhHampMre,  Mr.  Whipple* 

Frost, 

Muta'tttt'Oay,  Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Ocrry, 
:  . .    •:  ^  Uolteo, 


no 


ldi9. 

nof 
ay}  4^ 
as^^ 


Skade-Ulandt     Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins^ 

ConnecUcui,        Mr.  Dyer, 

EllBwoKb, 
Boot, 


nfi 


no 
no 

nvj 
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in 


Mr.  Jay, 

Daane, 

G.  Morri^ 
BIr.  Scudder, 

Fell. 
Ifr.  Koberdeao, 

Atke, 

8earle, 


ayVay 


S.'Caroiina, 


Mr.  M^Cean, 
Mr.P  L.Leer 

M.8iiiitl|» 
Mr.  PenDf 

HiU. 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


«y^# 
ii#5 

«y^ 
«yf  «y 


Se  it  was  reseWed  in  the  affirmative. 

Oo  the  auestioD  to  agree  to  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  naja  being  required 
br  Mr.  EUerf, 


ymyHumpthiTt^  Mr.  Frost, 
l£Kiaritt»-2fary,   Mr.  9.  Adami, 

Gerry, 


JVW-riHt; 


PemnayhaniM^ 


ytrginia. 


yir.  Scudder, 

Ffell, 
Mr.  HobeidAMi, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 

.Hill. 
Mr.  Urnytoa, 


<fy>^ 
«y3 

«y  Hf 


Holten, 
fi^ode-Un^      Mr.  EUery, 

CoQiiu^ 
Mr.  Dyer, 
EUsworth,* 
Boot, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
G.  MorriB, 

80  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ai^oamed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  SO,  1778. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  business, 
Adfofraed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  31,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  Mr.  Deane,  was  read,  informing,  that  he  waits  the 
ordeis  of  Congress,  and  that  he  has  received  letters  which  he  is  desirous  to 
commiaicate  personally,  which  relate  to  parts  of  his  narration ;  Whereupon, 
Ordmif  That  Mr.  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  immediateljr. 
A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Boston^^was  read,  en^ 
dosiag  a  letter  of  the  Ist  to  him  from  major-een.  Philips,  proving  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  with  him  for  a  release  of  we  troops  of  the  convention  of 
Saratoga: 

Orwredp  That  the  letter  from  major-sen.  Philips  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
tk  president  inform  major-gen.  Gates  that  Congress  approve  his  conduct. 

Aktler,  of  the  16th,  from  B.Hanison,  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Vir** 
gioij,  was  read,  enclosing  his  monthly  account : 
Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 
A  memiNial  from  R.  Patton,  messenger,  and  one  from  W.  Hurrie,  door- 
keeper, were  read :  Whereupon, 

Hfsolved,  That  the  sums  deducted  from  the  former  accounts  of  the  memo- 
mlists,  by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  be  paid  them  as  a  reward  for  extra- 
ordinary service ;  and  that  they  be  paid  what  is  now  due  to  them  at  the  rate 
of  three  dollars  a  day;  and  that  they  be  paid  for  the  future  at  the  rate  of 
foar  dollars  a  day. 

A  letter,  of  November  dOth,  from  major-gen.  Gates,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
menonal  from  brigadier  du  Portail,  respecting  the  fortifying  the  harbor  at 
Boiton : 
Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee, 
Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  gave  further  information  in  writ* 
ifig,  and  having  finished. 
Ordered^  That  he  withdraw  into  the  next  room.  ^ 
Accordingly  he  withdrew  i  whereupon,  a  motion  was  made. 
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That  a  day  be  now  assigned  for  Mr.  De%n%  to  attend  Congress,  that  such 
questions  tottj  be  asked  as  the  house  shall  think  proper,  to  elucidate  the  sub- 
ject of  his  narrative :  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed  that  he  has  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  that  Consress  will  notify  to  him  their  future  orders  : 

Mr.  Deane  being  ciJled  in,  was  informed  of  the  foregoing  order,  and 
withdrew. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  subject  of  finance ;  and  thereupon, 

7*  Heaohed,  That,  in  additipi^  to  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  paid  the 
year  ensuing,  the  states  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  quotas  of  6^000,000 
dollars*  annually,  for  18  years,  couroeocins  with  the  year  1780,  as  a  fund 
for  sinking  the  loans  and  emissions  of  these  United  States  to  the  Slst  day  of 
December,  1778,  inclusive : 

8.  That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any 
further  emissions  necessary  the  year  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sunk  in  the  man- 
ner and  within  the  period  aforesaid : 

9:  That  any  of  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  order  of  Conffress  prior  to  the 
year  1780,  and  no  others,  be  received  in  paj-ment  of  the  said  quotas : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Burke, 


IfeuhBitn^Mre,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

MasufsUt'Bajff  Mr.  S.  Adamsb 

Gexryp 


mode^JUmd, 
Ctmnecticuif 


Holten, 
Mr.  ]£Uery, 

Colliiis, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

£lI^WDr(|i, 
^  Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 


'^i't, 


Naw^eney,         Mr.  liVitherspoon,  ay 


Pennuybtani^ 

» 

Vtrgima, 
JSf'.'CaroUnth 


Scudder, 

Pell, 
Mr*  Uoberdeauy 

Atlee, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  lienrv, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Griffiii, 
Mr.UUl, 

lliu'ke, 
Mr.  Drayton 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

10.  That  thejbills  received  on  the  said  cfuotas  be  applied,  first,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  intdrest^  secondly,  of  the  principals  of  loans  made  b  v  these  United 
States  prior  to  the  year  1780 ;  and  that  the  residue  of  the  said' bills,  together 
with  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  rear  ensuing,  be  not  re-issued,  but 
burned  or  destroyed,  as  Congress  shall  direct : 

Orderedf  That  the  committee  of  the  treasury  select  from  the  joufnat  the 
resolutions  respecting  the  calling  in  certain  emissions,  and  providing  a  fund 
for  sinking  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  prepare  a  proper  preamble. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  1 ,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  Slst  of  Ilecember,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  res- 
pecting brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  engineers  of  his  corps : 

Whereupon,  a  report  from  the  board  of  war  on  the  same  suliject,  in  con- 
sfque^Qe  pf  the  geiieral's  tetter  of'  the  16th  of  November  last,  was  taken 
into  consideration,  and  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  gen.  Washington  has  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  merit  and  abil- 
ities of  brigadier-general dtt  Portail,  as  being  well  acquainted  with  tttt  brancii 
he  professest  and  a  gentleman  of  real  knowledge  in  military  science  in  general » 
ana  has  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  Messrs.  la  Radiere,  Loumoy,  and  de 
Gouvion,  who  have  served  with  reputation  as  engineers  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States ;  and  ha^  represented  that  in  his  judgment  they  will  be  neces- 
sary and  useful  in  future  operations : 

Rmolvid,  ThaC  br^kr  da  PorUil,  and  Messrs.  la  Badiere,  Loumoy,  and 
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de  6o«vion»  be  reUioed  in  the  tenrice  of  the  United  States  as  en^ineers/or 
another  canpaign,  if  agreeable  to  their  inclination,  and  permiasion  can  be 
QbttttttA  fTOOi  his  aost  Christian  m^est^orhis  minister  plenipoteDdarj. 

Rmfdwel^  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  confer  with  Mens.  Gerard 
on  the  SBh]ect,  and  in  case  brigadier  do  Portail,  and  the  other  engineers 
shall  csDclode  to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  that  the  board 
repsit  to  Congress  a  proper  arrangement  and  appointment  for  the  corps  of 
ei»Beers. 

nesfder  of  the  day  being  called  for,  a  motion  was  made  to  re-consider 
the  9lh  proposition  passed  jesterdaj  relative  to  finance :  after  debate  the 
determination  of  the  question  was  postponed  till  to-morrow,  by  the  state  of 
North-Carolina* 

ifcsofoed.  That  the  committee  of  tlie  treasnrj  be  directed  to  give  the  sev- 
eral stales,  the  necessary  information  respecting  the  new  emission  of  bills 
for  sack  as  have  been  counterfeited,  and  to  the  commissioners  of  the  loan- 
offices, mstmctions  relative  to  the  indented  certificates  to  be  given  for  bills 
to  be  exchanged,  and  to  the  mode  of  transmitting  sach  bills  to  the  treasurer 
of  loana: 

That  1-8  per  cent,  be  allowed  to  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  on 
the  amoant  of  bills  to  be  exohanjgedby  them  respectively,  in  lieu  of  all  other 
csseosea attending  the  said  business: 

That  it  he  recommended  to  the  several  states  forthwith  to  adopt  such 
maaimm  as  may  be  effectual  for  detectiojj^  persons  employed  in  making 
cttanlerint  Mts,  or  passing  the  same,  knowing  them  to  be  such. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  specially  on  the  case  of  col.  Hi^jan's 
nciaeDt,  the  same  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Mesoivii,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  supply,  on  the  application 
of  tht  deicgatesof  North-Carolina,  the  men  of  col.  H<^an's  regiment,  which 
ehieiy  eoosists  of  draughts  from  the  militia  of  that  state,  with  such  articles 
•f  clothing  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  may  be  spared  from  the  continen- 
ts! stock,  witiioot  detriment  to  the  service;  the  articles  received  by  the  regi- 
meat  bj  order  of  the  board  to  be  charged  to  the  said  state. 

SATURDAY,  January  2,  1779. 

Mr.  Floyd,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Cso|re8s. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Messrs.  Penet 
ttdCoulonx,  respecting  a  manufaptorv  of  fire  arms,  report, 

"  That  the  said  Messrs.  Penet  and  Couloox  propose  to  establish  a  manufac- 

t«j  for  making  fire-arms,  side-arms,  &c.of  all  kinds,  in  some  convenient 

pbicein  some  one  of  tlie  United  States,  if  they  can  have  proper  encourage- 

■eatfrom  Congress:  that  they  are  willing  to  contract  to  make  and  deliver 

100,000  moskets  with  bayonets  of  the  l>est  kind,  completely  finished,  at  the 

price  of  ^i  livres  apiece,  to  be  paid  in  specie  or  other  currency  equivalent: 

tkat  thcT  will  deliver  20,000  of  the  said  arms  bv  the  expiration  of  two  years 

aod  aB  half*  and  the  residue  within  the  term  of  six  or  seven  years  from  the 

tine  of  contracting:  or  if  the  whole  number  of  muskots  are  not  wanted, 

they  will  agree  to  make  any  other  kind  ^of  fire-arms  or  side-arms,  in  lieu 

thefeof,  they  to  find  all  materials  and  be  at  the  whole  expense  of  making  the 

arms:" 

The  committee  furtlier  report, 

'*  That  in  their  opinion  it  will  be  beneficial  to  these  states  to  have  such  a 
aanofactory  established,  and  that  the  terms  proposed  are  reasonable." 

Semdvtdt  That  the  board  of  war  bo.au thoriv^d  to  contract  with  Messrs. 
Penet  &  Cooloux  for  a  suitable  number  of  muskets,  with  bayonets  of  a  pro- 
per sizcv  and  other  arms*  to  be  manufactured  in  these  state,  agreeable  to  the 
foregoing  proposal* 
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The  delegates  of  Massachusetta^fiajr  produced  credendais  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read. 

llie  determination  of  the  question  for  re-considering  the  9th  proposition, 
which  was  yesterday  p6stpon%d  at  the  request  of  a  8tate»  was  called  for,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


N.'JBfampshire,    Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Mana^ttU'Bay^  Bir.  S.  Adims, 

GenyJ 
Lovelly 
Ilolten, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Ellsworthy 
Root; 
BIr.  Jay, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 


Mhode-hland, 
CmmecUcta^ 


MrufYorkf 


excused,  CdUv. 
noj 


NeuyJeraey^         Mr.  Witherspoon,  no' 


PetuuyhamOi 
Marglatid, 

Virginia^ 


S,' Carolina, 


iQtor^a^ 


Scttddei; 

FeU, 
Mr.  RobetdeaUf 
MrPaca, 

H€»ry, 
Mr.  P.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Bfr.  Penn, 

Burke» 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Ltngworthyy  ag  )^ 


^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  report  from  the  bowi  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Eesolved,  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  high  prices  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  the  salary  bf  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  encreased  to  3»500  dollars 
per  annum. 

The  board  of  treasury  having,  pursuant  to  orders,  selected  from  the  jour- 
nals the  resolutions  respecting  the  calling  in  certain  emissions,  and  provid- 
ing a  fund  for  sinking  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  prepared 
a  preamble  thereto,  reported  the  same,  and  sundry  verbal  amendments  be- 
ins  made  in  the  resolutions,  the  whole  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Whereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues,  and  not  hereto- 
fore in  a  condition  to  raise  them,  have,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  re- 
peatedly been  under  the  necessity  of  emitting  bills  of  credit,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  which  the  faith  of  these  United  States  has  been  solemnly  pledged, 
and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and  safety,  as  well  as  Justice,  is  highly 
concerned  to  support  and  establish ;  and,  whereas,  to  that  end,  it  is  essen* 
tially  necessary  to  ascertain  the  periods  of  theirTcdemption,  and  seasonably 
to  establish  funds  which,  in  due  time,  without  distressing  the  people,  shall 
make  adequate  provision  for  the  same :  and  whereas,  in  appointing  the  pay- 
ments for  the  said  fund,  it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  sum  be  called  for  the 
current  year,  both  on  account  of  the  present  ease  of  paying  it,  and  to  reduce 
the  surplus  in  circulation  ;  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  respectire 
quotas  of  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779,  and  or  6,000,000  of  dollars 
annually  for  18  years,  from  and  after  the  year  1779,  as  a  fond  for  sinking  the 
emissions  and  loans  of  tliese  United  States,  to  the  Slst  of  December,  1778, 
inclusive : 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any  ftir- 
ther  emissions  necessary  the  year  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sunk  in  the  maouer 
and  within  the  period  aforesaid :    « 

That  any  of  the  bills  emitted  by  order  of  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  ITSOi 
and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  quotas : 

That  the  bills  received  on  tne  said  q^uotas,  except  those  for  the  year  17/9, 
be  applied  first  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  secondly,  for  the  princi- 
pal ot  loans  made  by  these  United  States  prior  to  the  year  1780,  and  that  the 
residue^  together  with  those  received  on  the  quotas  of  the  year  1779,  be  not 
re-issued  but  burned  and  destroyed,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

Andv  whereas,  many  coonteifeits  have  appeared  in  circulation,  of  varioas 
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deiiomi]uitioDs»  of  the  eniiBsioas  of  Ma^y  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  and 
eoaalcrC^ts  of  tbo«e  emiasions  have  lately  been  issued  by  our  enemies  at 
Ne«-\a«k,  and  are  found  to  be  spreading  and  increasing  fast  in  various  parts 
oC  these  United  States,  whereby  individuuls  are  defraadedy  prices  enhanced* 
and  the  credit  of  the  paper  currency  greatly  injured ;  and  it  is  become  neces- 
sary for  the  aecurity  of  individuals  and  safety  of  the  public,  that  those  two 
maamwfi  should  cease  to  be  a  circulating  medium,  and  should  be  called  in 
and  exchanged,  or  otherwise  provided  for,  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  conveni^ 
eoceUthe  present  holders ;  therefore, 

Jietahed^  That  the  following  bills  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  namely,  the 
vhole  emiasioas  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  1 1,  1778 : 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose  in  the  manner  hereafter  provided, 
by  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable  : 

That  they  be  received  for  d^bts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  treasury, 
and  inte  the  state  treasuries  for  continental  taxes,  until  the  first  day  of  June 
next  1 

That  they  be  received,  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  into  the  continen* 
tal  loan-oflices,  either  on  loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at  the  election  of  the  own- 
ers, /or  other  bills  of  like  tenor,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose : 

Thftt  the  bilU  lodged  in  the  said  offices  to  be  so  exchanged,  be  there  r^s- 
teffed,and  indented  certificates  thereof  be  given  to  the  owners  by  the  respec- 
tive commissioners  of  the  said  offices : 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  make  returns  to  the  treasury- 
\KKsxd  Vaoiediately  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  of  the  amount  of  the  bills 
Teceiveiin  their  respective  offices  to  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid,  and  that  pro- 
per bills  to  exchange  the  same  be  furnished,  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out 
at  ck  Slid  offices,  within  sixty  days  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June. 
Thai  the  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  treasuries  and 
the  h>aa  offices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  throneh  with  a  circular 
poach,  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  examined  and  burned,  as  Con- 
gr»s  thail  direct. 

Ordtretf,  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  states, 
to  SGcoBtpany  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

MONDAY,  January  4,  1779. 

Mr.  W.  Shippen,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took  his  seat 
ID  Congress  s        • 

On  motion,  Mtsolved,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  a  member  from  each 
state,  he  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  taxes  called  for  and  to  be 
ptidhythe  several  states,  the  current  year,  for  redeeming  the  continental 
£flb  St  credit  emitted  by  order  of  Congress :  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Wtipple,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr. 
Sesne,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
Mr.  I^gworthy. 

Ordertd^  That  the  committee  sit  on  this  business  this  afternoon,  and  re- 
port to-morrow. 

I 

TUESDAY,  January  5,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  post- 
office  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Laurena. 
A  tetter  from  lieutenantifolouel  Fleury,  was  read :  Whereupon^ 
Baolveds  That  Mens.  Fleury  be  informed  that  Congress  do  not  think  it 

S roper  to  apjplv  to  the  minister  of  France  in  his  behalf  though  they  should 
e  pleased  with  his  continuance  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  if  he  can 
himself  obtain  leave  for  that  purpose. 

A  ssemorial  from  Mons.  Oneil  was  read,  making  a  tender  of  his  services, 
and  desiring  to  be  employed  in  count  Pulaski's  corps :  Whereupon,. 
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Beiolved,  That  Congress  have  a  grateful  sense  of  the  ofter  of  Mr.  Oneil's 
•errices,  bat  that  they  cannot  accept  of  the  said  offer. 

A  letter,  of  the  27tn  of  December,  from  miyor-general  Sehnjkr,  was  read, 
representing,  *'  that  the  attention  whick  the  duties  of  his  office  reoaired 
whilst  he  was  in  command,  left  him  no  leisure  to  pay  anj  to  his  private  affairs ; 
that  the  derangement  which  this  has  occasioned  was  great!  j  augmented  bj 
the  devastation  which  the  euem  j  committed  on  his  estate,  and  that  his  losses 
are  so  verj  capital,  that  it  is  a  duty  he  owes  to  his  family  to  devote  most 
of  his  future  time  to  attempt  a  re-establishment ;  tliat  to  accomplish  this 
would  be  impossible  if  he  continued  in  public  life,  that  he  therefore  wi^es 
to  retire^and  must  respectfully  entreats  Congress  to  accept  of  his  resignation .'' 

A  motion  wxs  made,  that  his  resignation  be  accepted ;  after  debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  president  confer  with  the  commander  in 
chief  on  the  expediency  of  accepting  major-general  Schuyler's  resignation, 
and  report  his  written  answer :  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Lovell, 

\  Pmnwyhfoma, 


NeW'ffampMfty  Mr.  Whipple^ 

JFwwt, 
M4mt^9tt9-Bayt  Bfr.  Geny, 


no 


Comteeticui, 


Holteii, 
Mr.  EUeiy, 

Colli  qs, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay. 

G.Monis^ 

Lewis, 


no 


no 


^OfPhJertfjl,        Mr!  Witiienpoon,  no 

Scudder, 
Fell, 


It* 


Firginfa, 


A'.'CarQlina, 


S.'Car^Una, 


Mr.  Shippen, 

Atlee,  ay  y,no 

Seaxle, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Csirniichael,    ay^  ay 

Henry, 
Mr.  P.  L.'Lcc, 

M.  Smithy   < 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill«  no'^no 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton,        no  "^no 

Hutaon,  _ 

^Ir.  tanguorthy,  o^  ^at^ 


New-Hampshire, 

500,000 

Masaachuaetts-Bay, 

2,000,000 

Rhode-labnd  and  Provividence 

Plantations,        ... 

300,000 

Connecticut,          -        -        - 

1,700.000 

New-York,             ... 

800,000 

New-Jersey,           -        -        . 

800,000 

Fennsylyania,        ... 

1,900,000 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virpnia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Georgia^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  which  the  several  states 
are  to  pay  of  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  recommended  to  be  raise^l  by  taxes  in 
the  year  1779,  bronsht  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Mtesolved^  That  the  several  states  raise  by  taxes  respectively  as  follows, 
for  their  quotas  of  die  15,000,000  of  dollars  tor  the  year  I7t9  : 

-  ^     -        -  15Q»000 

1,560,000 
2,400,000 

...        -  1,090,000 

-  .        -         1.800,000 

0^000,000 

£15,000,000 

Besolvedf  That  the  said  several  sums,  or  any  greater  sums  which  shall  be 
paid  by  any  of  the  states,  into  the  continental  treasury,  shall  be  placed  to 
their  respective  credits  on  interest,  on  the  same  terms  as  are  set  forth  in 
tlie  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  November  22d,  1777. 

A  memorial  from  the  minister  of  France,  was  read,  respecting  sundry 
passages  in  two  news-papers,  annexed,  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  fvstponed  till  to-morraw. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  6,  1779. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  laid  before  Congress  a  declaration  of  that  state 
relative  to  the  confederation,  and  a  resolution  relative  to  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  treaty  of  alliance  between  France  and  the  Unitod  States  of  Ame- 
rica: Whereupon,  a  mQtioii  was  made,  after  debate, 
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Ordered,  That  the  cons'uleratioa  thereof  be  postponed. 
\  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  Thomas  Paine,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 
T\kt  order  of  the  daj  on  the  memorial  of  the  minister  of  France  was 
called  for,  and  the  said  memorial  being  read  : 

OrdiT^  That  Mr.  John  Dunlap,  printer,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  attend 
immediately  at  the  bar  of  this  house. 

Mr.  John  Dunlap  attending,  was  called  in,  and  the  news -papers  of  the  2d 
and  5(h  of  January  instant,  entitled,  "  Pennsylvania  Packet  or  General  Ad- 
Tertiser,'' being  siiewn  to  him,  he  was  asked  whether  he  was  the  publisher; 
to  which  he  answered,  jes : 

He  was  then  asked  who  is  the  author  of  the  pieces  in  the  said  papersi  un- 
der the  title  '*  Common  Sense  to  the  public  on  Mr.  Deane's  affairs ;''  .to  which 
ke  answered y  Mr.  Thomas  Paine :  he  was  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Thoous  Paine  attending,  was  called  in,  and  being  asked  if  he  was  the 

author  of  the  pieces  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  or  General  Advertiser  of 

lu&aary  2d  and  3thy  I779y  under  the  title  '*  Common  Sense  to  the  public  on 

Mr.  Ikine's  affairs  ;^'  he  answered  that  he  was  the  author  of  those  pieces :  he 

was  then  ordered  to  withdraw. 

THURSDAY,  January  7,  1779. 

Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  a  delegate  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  statin 
Congress. 

Con|;ress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  which  was  under  de« 
\ale  yesterdaj.    And  the  following  set  of  resolutions  were  moved: 

Tbati&the  late  publications  in  the  General  Advertiser,  printed  by  Joha 

puplap,  rdative  to  American  foreign  affairs,  are  ill  judged,  premature  and 

ifldiicm^  and  that  as  they  must  in  general  be  founded  on  very  partial  do- 

camentif  and  consequently  depend  much  on  conjecture,  they  ought  not  by 

tOTjneaDsto  be  considered  as  justly  ^authenticated. 

That  Congress  never  has  given  occasion  for,  or  sanction  tOy  any  of  the  9aid 
pabUcationa : 

That  Congress  never  has  received  any  species  of  military  stores  as  a  pre- 
sent  from  the  court  of  France,  or  from  any  other  court  or  persons  in  Europe : 
ITiatMr.  Thomas  Paine  for  his  imprudfence  ought  immediately  to  be  aia- 
missed  from  his  office  of  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  and 
1^  said  committee  are  directed  to  dismiss  him  accordingly,  and  to  take  such 
farther  steps  relative  to  his  misapplication  of  public  papers  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary. 

In  amendment,  and  as  a  substitute  to  tlie  foregoing,  the  following  set  of 
resolutions  was  moved : 

Whereas,  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs, 
has  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author  of  a  piece  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Packet  of  January  2d,  1779,  under  the  title  of  Common  Sense  to  the  public 
on  Mr.  Deane's  affairs,  in  which  is  the  following  paragraph,  viz.  '*t{  Mr. 
Deaae  or  any  other  gentleman  will  procure  an  order  from  Congress  to  inspect 
ao  account  m  my  office,  or  any  oi  Mr.  Deane's  friends  in  Congress  will 
take  4h6  trouble  of  coming  themselves,  I  will  give  him  or  them  ny  atten- 
dance, and  shew  them  in  hand  writing  which  Mr.  Deane  is  well  acquainted 
with,  that  the  supplies  he  so  pompously  plumes  himself  upon  were  promised 
and  eogajged, and  that,  as  a  present,  before  he  even  arrived  in  France;  and 
the  part  that  fell  to  Mr.  Deane  was  only  to  see  it  done,  and  how  he  has  per- 
formed diat  service  the  public  are  now  acquainted  with."  The  last  paragraph 
in  the  account  is  <*  upon  Mr.  Oeane's  asrival  in  France  the  business  went 
into  his  hands,  and  &e  aids  were  at  length  embarked  in  the  Amphitrite, 
Mercary  and  Seine."  And,  whereas,  the  said  Thomas  Paine  hath  also  ac- 
knowledged himself  to  be  the  author  of  a  piece  in  tlie  succeeding  Packet  of 
ianaarj  5th,  1779,  under  the  same  title,  in  which  is  th^  following  paragraph, 
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to  wit,  '^and  ia  the  second  instance,  that  those  who  are  now  her  allies,  pre- 
faced that  alliance  by  an  early  and  generous  friendship,  yet  that  we  might 
not  attribute  too  much  to  human  or  auxiliary  aid,  so  unfortunate  were  these 
anpplies,  that  only  one  ship  out  of  the  three  arrived ;  the  Mercury  and  Seine 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy :"  '   ^ 

Resolved^  That  the  insinuation  contained  in  the  said  publications,  that  the 
supplies  sent  to  America  in  the  Ampfaitrite,  Seine  and  Mercury  were  a  pre- 
sent from  France,  is  untrue : 

That  the  publications  above  recited  tend  to  impose  upon,  mislead  and  de- 
ceive the  public : 

That  the  attempt  of  the  said -Thomas  Paine  to  authenticate  the  said  false 
insinuations,  by  referring  to  papers  in  the  office  of  the  committee  of  foreiga 
aflBiirs,  is  an  abuse  of  office : 

That  the  said  Thomas  Paine  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  dismissed  from  his  said 
ofBce. 

A  third  set  of  resolutions  was  moved  as  an  amendment  and  substitute  to 
the  two  foregoing  sets,  viz. 

That  Congress  are  deeply  concerned  at  the  imprudent  publication  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  aflTairs,  referred  to  bj 
the  minister  of  France  in  his  memoi^al  of  the  5th  instant,  and  are  ready  to 
adoptMiny  measure  consistent  with  good  policy  and  their  own  honor,  for  cor- 
recting any  assertions  or  insinuations  in  the  said  publications,  derogatory  td 
die  honor  of  the  court  of  France : 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  said  memorial  and  para- 
graphs referred  to,  that  they  confer  with  the  minister  of  France  on  the  sub* 
jecty  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

In  lieu  of  the  whole,  the  following  resolution  was  moved  as  a  substitute,  viz. 

Whereas,  exceptionable  passages  have  appeared  in  Mr.  Dnnlap's  Penn- 

glvania  Packet,  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant,  under  the  character  oi  Common 
inse;  and  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  aflTairs,  be- 
ing called  before  Congress,  avowed  his  being  the  author  of  those  publications: 

JResolved,  That  Thomas  Paine  be  summoned  to  appear  before  Congress  at 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  be  informed  what  those  exceptionable  pas- 
sages are,  and  called  upon  to  explain  and  to  shew  by  what  authority  he  miuie 
those  publications,  in  order  that  Congress  may  take  proper  measures  relative 
thereto. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  on  the  last  amendment ;  Whereupon, 
the  sense  of  the  house  was  taken,  whether  the  previous  question  is  in  order 
on  an  amendment : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  in  order. 

On  the  question  to  substitute  the  last  resolution  as  an  amendment  to  the 
whole,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Jfew^Hampshirtf^iSi,  Whipple, 
MtumfttU-Boy,  lAr.  Gerry, 

LoveU, 


OmnecHntt, 


^cayJersey, 


Holtea, 
Mr.  EUery, 

ColUns, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 
Ur^  Jay, 

Duane, 

G.  Momsi^ 

^wia, 
Iklr.  WilheTspoon,  no 

Scudder,         no 

Fell,  no 


by  ^ay    VPennaykania, 
no^no 

fly. 


no 


So  it  p&SBed  in  the  negative. 


_  Ddmoare, 

ay  }  ^^   iMatyland, 
noy 

Virginia^ 
K-CaroUnOf 


S.^CaroUnOf 


CkorgiOf. 


Mr.  Roberdeiu],  ay  ) 

Atlee,  no^ay 

Searle,  ay) 

Mr.  M<Kean,  ay  }oy 

Mr.  Paca,  not 

Carmichael,  iio>  no 

Henxy,  ay) 

Mr.  T.  Adiiin%  nol 

F.  L.  Lee,  ay>f» 

M.  Smith,  n»y 

Mr.Penn,  no) 

HiU,  no\m 

Burke,  no) 

Mr.  Laorenfl,  ayl 

'  Dreyton,  no>n» 

Hutson,  no  J 

Mr.  LangvoTthy,  no  yno 
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FRIDAY,  Jttwmry  8,  1779. 

A  letter^  of  this  day,  from  Thomas  Paine,  was  read,  by  which  he  resigns 
his  ofice  of  secretary  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  and  in  which  are 
the  following  words,  ^findins  by  the  journals  ofthis  house  of  yesterday  that 
1  am  not  to  be  heard,"  &c.  Whereupon, 

A  member  desired  to  be  informed  now  Mr.  Paine  hadacauired  that  know- 
ledge, and  the  secretary  was  desired  to  inform  the  house  whether  Mr.  Paine 
had  access  to  the  journal ;  the  secretary  answered,  **  that  Mr.  Paine  had  not 
seen  (he  journal  of  yesterday,  nor  had  any  other  person  had  access  to  it 
since  the  Last  adjournment,  as  he  had  taken  it  home  last  night,  and  broneht 
it  with  him  to  Congress  this  morning,  so  that  even  the  clerks  in  the  office 
had  mot  seen  the  minutes  of  yesterday,  and  that  since  the  last  adioumment 
he  had  not  seen  Mr.  Paine,  nor  communicated  the  proceedings  ot  Congress 
to  any  person  whatever. 

A  motion  wHs  then  made,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  to  th6  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs,  be  directed  immediately  to  attend  at  tlie  bar  of  this 
house,  to  answer  to  certain  questions  respecting  the  contents  of  his  letter  t6 
the  president  of  Congress  ofthis  day. 

After  debate,  a  substitute  was  moved  as  follows : 

That  the  members  of  Congress  be  separately  examined  by  the  president 
on  their  honour,  whether  they  have  communicated  the  resolutions  of  yester- 
day to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  and  if  So,  in  what  manner  they  have  made  such 
representation. 

After  debate,  when  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Laurens  arose 
and  declared  that  he  had  informed  Mr.  Paina  that  a  motion  had  been  made 
for  hearing  him  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock,  which  had  been  seconded,  that 
the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken  thereon,  and  passed  in  the  negative :  and 
that  he  referred  him  to  Mr.  Thomson  for  a  sight  of  the  journals,  which  would 
ioform  him  more  certainly,  and  he  was  persuaded  Mr.  Thomson  would  readily 
show  the  journaK 

SATURDAY,  January  9. 1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordmi  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  receive  the  bills  of  the  emissuw 
of  May  5»,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  in  payment  for  lotterv  tickets. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereumm; 

Batdned,  That  a  battalion  consisting  of  600  men*  properly  officered,  be 
forthwith  raised  on  continental  establishment  in  Virginia,  fur  the  spi^ce  of 
one  year  from  the  time  of  their  inlistment,  unless  sooner  discharged,  under 
the  direction  of  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state,  who  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  appoint  Ae  officers  of  the  said  battalion  out  of  those  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line,  who  have  been  left  out  of  the  late  arrangement  of  the  continental 
army,  as  far  as  their  numbers  will  reach:  the  regiment  to  consist  of  one 
lieotenant-colonel  commandant  and  captain,  one  mi^or  and  captain,  six 
captains,  one  captain-lieutenant,  seven  lieutenants,  nine  ensigns,  one  sur- 
geon, one  surgeon's-mate,  eig^t  companies  of  75  men  each,  including  cor- 
porals, three  sergeants,  one  drum  and  one  ife  to  each  company  s 

That  these  troops  be  stationed  at,  and  not  removed  (except  to  such  dis- 
tances as  the  duty  of  the  post  may  require)  from  the  barracks  in  Albemarle 
cottDty,  as  guards  over  tne  convention  troops ;  that  they  receive  the  usual 
pay  of  the  continental  army,  and  a  suit  of  clothes  as  a  bounty  to  each  non- 
commissioned officer  and  private : 

That  as  soon  as  the  said  regiment  shall  b^  so  far  completed  as  to  be  able 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  post,  the  militia  now  in  the  service  there  be  dischaived. 

A  memorial  from  colonel  Haosegger  was  read :  whereupon,  a  report  of  the 
board  of  war  of  September  18lh,  was  taken  into  consideration  ?  and»  thereupon. 


»• 
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Resolved,  That  the  commissary -genetal  of  piiaoners  be  furnisheil  with 
ttonejTy  from  time  to  time,  by  the  board  of  treasurjt  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
aiating  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  while  in  captivity  and  in 
the  actual  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  to  accommodate  them  with  sufficient 
sums,  on  account,  to  defray  their  travelling  expenses  to  tli^r  homes  or  re- 
g;ime&ts: 

'  That  the  accounts  ot  all  prisoners  who  shall  hereafter  be  released  from 
captivity,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  due  to  them  while  in  tlie  actual  pos- 
session of  the  enemy,  be  received  and  adjusted  by  the  said  commissary- 
general,  who,  after  charging  them  with  the  moneys  he  shall  have  supplied  to 
Ihem,  shall  certify  the  sums  due  thereon  to  the  pay -master  general,  the  deputy 
pay-master  general  of  any  military  department,  or  pay-master  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  as  sliall  be  most  convenient  for  the  prisoners  respec- 
tively, which  sums  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  pay-masters  upon  warrants  to  be 
given  for  the  same,  as  usual  for  other  payments  made  by  them : 

That  the  accounts  of  all  prisoners  heretofore  released  from  captivity  for 
tlieir  pay  and  subsistence^  while  ia  the  actual  possession  of  the  enemy,  and 
of  all  pnsoners  whatsoever,  for  all  matters  previous  and  subsequent  tliereto, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  be  settled  by  the  commissioners  of  ac- 
counts at  camp^  or  those  where  Congress  shall  sit,  according  to  the  coo- 
vevience  of  the  prisoners  respectively,  each  board  communicating  their  set- 
tlements to  the  other,  to  prevent  ma  1 -practices  or  mistakes : 

That  all  officers,  while  tjiey  continue  prisoners  on  parole,  shall  receive 
their  pay  and.  subsistence  of  the  pay-master  general  or  deputy  pay-master 

Sneral  of  the  department  in  or  nearest  to  whidi  they  reside,  by  warrant  from 
f  commander  in  chief  or  general  officer  commanding  in  the  department, 
or  of  the  pay-master  of  the  lx»ard  of  war  and  ordnance,  by  warrant  from  the 
board ;  these  subordinate  pay-masters  to  transmit  accounts  month!/  to  the 
pay-master  seneral  of  all  such  payments : 

That,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  officers  and  soldiers  released  from  cap- 
tivity, on  their  w-*  home,  or  to  join  their  regimentsi  the  said  commissary- 
general  of  prisoners,  and  commissioners  <if  accounts  respectively,  in  settling 
the  accounts  aforesaid,  make  an  allowance  of  one  day's  paj  and  rations  fur 
Ofvery  twenty  miles  such  officers  and  soldiers  had  or  have  to  travel  to  their 
homes,  in  case  of  the  expiration  of  their  time  of  service,  or  release  on  parole, 
or  if  otherwise,  to  join  their  regiments : 

That  the  pay-maater  generai  and  other  persona,  having  alreadr  paid  or 
advanced  moneys  to  prisoners,  send  accounts  thereof  immedtatelj  to  the 
Irfbre^iaid  commissioners  of  accounts : 

That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  allowed  a  clerk  to  enable 
kita  to  perform  the  extra  duty  above  assigned  to  him,  to  assist  in  the  usual 
business  of  his  department,  and  perform,  the  duties  aiid  receive  tlie  pay  and 
rations  of  a  deputy  commissary  of  prisoners. 

.Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  brigadiers,  when,  by  unanimous 
consent, 

Oolonel  Hogan  was  put  in  nomination  as  a  brigadier  for  the  North-Caroli- 
na troops ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  coL  Sumner,  col.  Hog^n,  and  col. 
Huger,  were  elected  brigadiers. 

Sesolved,  That  a  brigadier  be  elected  for  the  Maryland  troops : 

Colonel  M.  Gist  being  nominated  by  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, by  general  consent. 

Congress  proceeded  to  an  election  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  takeB»  col.  H. 
Gist  was  elected. 

The  bon.  Henry  lianrais,  esq.  with  the  leave  of  the  bouse,  rose  in  his  place 
to  remark  on  a  parm«|4i  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  of  this  day,  which  he 
'"      '-- ■  migjbit  aako  mniavorabl«  impressionai^ainathim,  and  ia  the  Gourse 


'^^ALB  or  OttNWtBtS,  1 


MtiSnw ,  January  II,  1779. 
-  **  loth  instant,  from  the  hon.  aienr  Gerard,  minister 

"!™^J|^J^'»j«t  under  dcbite  ou  ThumUj  hit  be  immedUtel; 

ftrAeyq<«miub»titute  the  thinl  set  ofresuluUoiu  in  lieuoftbetwo 

**      ^^^_j    ,^***«titute  the  second  set  of  resolations  in  (he  nMm  of 
tb,fart,«^y"hc  *ffirn«tive. 

'Pj'^lfrT  ^  the  «cond  set  was  then  rewl : 
B*****     ■  ■'^ft^derat  ion  of  tlie  subject  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
^' ^!1'l!imZ?  *'*duced  to  writing  the  relation  he  gave  to  Congress 
•  S**^"*"*^  the  same  in  his  place,  and  lud  it  on  the  ti^le  accord- 

Tuesday,  January  12,  1779. 
(,  "nut  t*fl  members  be  added  to  the  medical  committee :  the 
Af""'*'-.  Bgrke  and  Mr.  T.  Adams. 

**''  ^  happen,  that  a  part  of  the  monejs  paid  for  the  months  of 

a^^.Onmr,  and  November,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 

^l^lcfl.ta'Uarpaf  and  subMstence,  may  be  of  tlie  emissions  of  the  20th  of 

Jtar^'™  the  11th  of  April.  1778: 

A*^**!^^  in  inch  case  the  pay-master  general  and  pay-masters  of  the 

'     MiyyvTWuents  be  directed  to  exchange  such  moneys,  to  the  end  that 

4i^|''™ilud  soldiers  be  not  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  same. 

-         -  sS""**"'*''  *^  consideration  of  the  pnblications  in  the  Pennsylva- 

':       ■'Bne^lfthe  2d  and  5th  instant,  under  the  title  of  Common  Sense  to 

I       At/^  OD  Hf .  Deane's  affairs,  of  which  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  secreUry  to 

Ibauiittee  of  fareign  aBairs,  has  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author  ; 

J     Ji/nbo  (he memorials  ot  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Franco,  of  the  Jth 

1    afJOthiBStrespectinc  the  said  publications;  Whereupon, 

r       JbKbxd,  iaiaint»oiuti/.  That  in  answer  to  the  memorials  of  the  hon.  sieur 

ficm^  minister  ptenipotcntiary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  of  the  50t 

■■d  10^  iBBt  the  president  be  directed  to  assure  the  said  minister,  that 

CmptM  do  fully,  in  the  clearest  and  luost  explicit  manner,  disavow  the 

f^fc ilium  refetted  to  in  his  said  memorials ;  and  as  they  are  convinced 

vfiMliapw  table  evidence,  Utat  the  sapplies  shipped  in  the  A  inph  it  rite,  Seine, 

SM  Mercary  were  not  a  present,  and  (hat  his  most  Christian  majeatv,  the 

great  aad  generoas  ally  w  these  United  States,  did  not  preface  his  alliance 

vittaoj  swpplies  whatever  sent  toAmeiica,  so  they  have  notautliorized  the 

vriler  if  the  said  pnblications  to  make  any  such  sssertions  as  are  contained 

(herein,  bat  oi  the  contrary  do  highly  disappro«e  of  Che  same. 
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WEDNEDAY,  Jamuary  Id.  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th  of  December,  from  lieutenant  John  novghldrk,  was 
ttad,  desiring  leave  to  resign  : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  :  Wheneupo»» 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  treasury  be  authorized  to  contract  with 

E roper  persons  for  signing  bills  of  credit,  and  allow  such  as  shall  be  approved 
J  Congress  and  eneage  for  twelve  months,  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  dollars 
per  thousand  for  each  signer. 

The  board  of  war  report,  thatithe  following  French  gentlemen  having  serr- 
ed  aa  volunteers  in  col.  Armandf's  corps  with  much  reputation,  as  appears  by 
the  certificate  of  col.  Armand,  and  the  recommendations  of  the  marquis  die 
la  Fayette  and  others,  are  now  about  to  return  to  France,  and  therefore  re- 
commend that  brevets  be  granted  to  them  under  the  exception  in  the  reso- 
lution against  granting  brevets  except  to  odicers  in  the  line,  or  in  cases  of 
merit,  viz. 

To  Mons.  le  chevalier  de  Treuson,  the  brevet  of  captain  : 

To  Messrs.  Verdie,  AUain,  de  Majastram,  Briffault,  de  Laumo,  le  Tour- 
neau,  le  Fievre,  and^the  chevalier  de  Fontevieu,  the  brevets  of  lieotenants 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States : 

Resolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  400  dollars  be  paid  to  each  of  those  gentlemen^ 
tb  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  voyage  to  France. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  :  Whereupon, 
*  Resolvedj  That  Mons.  John  Barnard  de  Murnand  be  appointed  a  major 
in  the  corps  of  engineers,  to  take  rank  as  such  from  the  1st  aav  of  March  last» 
and  to  receive  pay  and  subsistence  from  the  1st  day  of  Febmary  last,  the 
latter  being  the  time  he  was  employed  by  brisadier  du  Portail,  and  the  for* 
mer  the  time  he  was  directed  by  the  commander  in  chief  to  act  as  major. 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  col.  Jlenry  B.  Livingston,  of  me  4th 
New-York  re^imeiil,  be  accepted : 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  col.  H.  B.  Livingston  that  Congress 
have  a  high  sense  of  tne  services  he  has  rendered  to  his  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  December,  respecting  colonel 
Hartley's  regiment,  be  re-considered,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  it  be  resolved 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  regiment  lately  commanded  by  col.  Patton,  (captain 
M'Lane,  his  subalterns  and  men  raided  in  the  Delaware  state  excepted,}  anii 
the  independent  companies  raised  in  Pennsylvania  and  afterwards  annexed 
to  col.  Malcolm's  regiment,  be  incorporatedf  with  col.  Hartley's  regiment ; 
the  whole  to  form  a  complete  battalion  upon  the  new  establishment,  and  be 
added  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  as  the  11th  regiment  of  that  state ;  tfiat  the 
several  officers  be  arran^d  by  the  board  of  war,  and  enjoy  their  rank  ac- 
cording to  their  commissions  or  appointments  respectively. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  circular  letter  to  the  states  reported 
by  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the  same  was  agreed  teas  follows : 

We  cannot  review  the  progress  of  the  revolution  which  has  given  free- 
dom to  America,  without  admiring  the  eoodness,  and  gratefully  acknow- 
ledging the  interposition  of  Divine  Providence. 

Oppressed  by  the  prince  who  ought  to  have  exerted  himself  for  our  protection, 
and  suddenly  called  upon  to  repel  his  unprovoked  invasion,  without  arms  or 
ammunition,  without  military  discipline  or  permanent  finances,  without  an  es- 
tablished government,  or  allies,  enfeebled  by  habitual  attachments  to  our  very 
enemies,  we  were  precipitated  into  all  the  expensive  operations  incident  to 
a  state  of  war  with  one  of  the  most  formidable  nations  on  eartii.  Thus  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  with  wan|S|  difficulties,  and  dangers ;  notwithstanding 
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<be  inlerDal  wealth  of  aur  couotrj,  inimediate  taxation  wad  impracticable. 
And  for  the  same  reaaoo,  and  a  share  of  ill  success  at  different  periods,  we 
«oa\d  not  hope  either  at  home  or  abroad  to  borrow  monej  to  supply  our  exi- 


Harahlj  relytDg  on  the  favor  of  Hearea  in  a  righteous  cause,  and  confiding 
in  the  jistice  and  intrepiditj  of  our  injured  fellow -citizens,  we  from  neces* 
fihr  esbraced  the  expedient  of  emitting  paper  money  on  the  faith  of  the  Uni- 
teo  States,  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  an  expedient  which  had  often  been 
MccesdulXj  practiaed  in  separate  states,  while  we  were  subjected  to  British 
dooiaation.    The  implacable  vengeance  with  which  we  have  been  pursued 
&1S  oompclled  us  to  the  most  strenuous  and  unremitted  efforts.    Large  is- 
sues of  money  were  of  consequence  indispensably  necessary,  and  the  paper 
currency  multiplied  beyond  what  was  competent  for  the  purposes  of  a  cir- 
calating  nedium.    This  alone  could  not  fail  to  discredit  it  in  some  degree  : 
the  irtsof  an  unprincipled  enemy  have  increased  the  mischief.    In  despair 
of  «ahdiiag  the  free  spirits  of  America  by  the  force  of  arms  or  intrisues  of 
ne^otianm,  as  their  last  effort  they  have  had  recourse  to  fraud*    Their  emi- 
saneshavebeen  eniployed  in  a  variety  of  artifices  to  debase  our  money,  and 
to  raise  tfce  price  of  commodities.    The  fe^s  and  apprehensions  of  the  peo- 
p/ebfebeeA  alarmed  by  misrepresentations,  while  our  enemies  of  the  high- 
est nak  have  not  hesitated  to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  credit  and  disperse 
tiiem  throQ^  the  United  States. 

S«ch  being  the  embarrassments  which  interrupt  a  free  circulation  of  our 
fa^  voney,  they  loudly  call  for  a  remedy,  and  Congress,  from  a  regard  to 
nod  fiuith,  to  private  justice,  and  to  public  safety,  are  bound  to  apply  it 
Happily,by  a  combination  of  auspicious  events,  every  obstacle  is  removed, 
MM  ike  means  placed  within  our  reach.  Those  hostile  armies  which  attempt- 
ed 6»easlave  us,  no  longer  formidable,  are  wasted  and  dispersed.    Our  in- 
depeadebce  is  established  on  a  firm  basis.    Our  respective  governments, 
irhich  compose  the  union,  are  settled  and  in  the  vigorous  exercise  of  uncon- 
tnnded  lathorily.    An  alliance  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  is  formed  with 
one  ^  die  greatest  nations  on  earth  ;  and  freed  in  a  nigh  degree  from  ex- 
tersal  tasaults,  we  have  leisure  to  direct  our  attention  to  economy  and  our 
restfffrces  to  support  the  public  credit 

To  raise  the  value  of  our  paper  money  and  to  redeem  it,  will  not,  we  are 
pemaded,  be  difficult,  nor  to  check  and  defeat  the  pernicious  currency  of 
csonterfeits  impracticable ;  both  require  a  far  less  share  of  public  virtue  and 
pablic  Tigilance  than  have  distinguished  this  arduous  conflict. 

>Vltfaoat  public  inconvenience  or  private  distress,  the  whole  of  the  debt 
icarrred  in  paper  emissions  to  this  day  may  be  cancelled  by  taxes ;  it  may 
iie  cancelled  in  a  period  so  limited  as  mustleave  the  possessor  of  the  bilfs 
ttdsfied  with  his  security,  and  if  bj  a  continuance  of  the  war,  the  public 
terrice  should  demand  further  emissions,  thev  too  may  be  cancelled  within 
the  same  period :  it  being  evident  that  our  ability  to  sustain  a  tax  must  in- 
crease in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation. 

The  danger  from  counterfeits  can  onlv  be  avoided  by  calling  in  and  ex- 
changing the  emissions,  which  have  chiefly  suffered  by  that  species  of  fraud. 
To  publish  the  marks  of  detection  and  still  to  leave  the  true  bills  current  will 
not  te  prudent,  as  it  must  afford  an  opportunity  of  correcting  defects  and 
cheating  more  securely.  • 

To  defend  the  emission  intended  for  the  exchange  from  counterfeit,  the 
^troneest  guards  will  be  devised,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  marks  of  au- 
thenticity will  be  so  obvious,  and  the  difficulty  of  successful  imitation  so 
great,  as  to  discourage  the  attempt  or  elude  its  effects. 

Upon  those  weighty  considerations  Congress  have  agreed  to  the  annexed 
resoluthmS)  and  recommend  them  to  the  ijnmediate  attention  of  the  respective 
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as 


The  del^ates  of  Massachusetts-fiaj  produced  credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read. 

l*he  determination  of  the  question  for  re-considering  the  9th  propositioii, 
which  was  yesterday  postponed  at  the  request  of  a  state,'  was  called  for^  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


N.'Hamjnhire^    Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Jliatia*ttU'Bay»  Mr.  S.  Adaiw, 

GenyJ 
Lovellf 
Ilolten, 
Mr.  EHery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Eliflwortfat 
Rooty 
Mr.  Jay, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 


AVw-rsrJb^ 


1 

'•r 


no 

no 

ruT 

no 

no 

no^ 

no  yno 

no'i 

«y3 


excused,  Cdir. 
no  J 


Neu^Jeney^ 


Pennoyham^ 
Mariflandf 

Virginia^ 
If,*Caroikuk 


S,-CaroSnCf 


iQtoi^o^ 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  no' 

Seuddec, 

FeU, 
Mr.  Robeidean» 
MrPaca* 

Heary, 
Mr.  F.  L>  Lee, 

M.  SmiOi, 
Mr.  PenOy 

HilU 

fiurke^ 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton,         ^yy^ 

Htttson, 
Mr.  Lsjigworthy,  ay  }^^ 


80  it  passed  in  the  native. 

A  report  from  the  bowl  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Bemved^  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  high  prices  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  the  salary  df  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  encreased  to  5»500  dollars 
per  annum. 

The  board  of  treasury  having,  pursuant  to  orders,  selected  from  the  jour- 
nals the  resolutions  respecting  the  calling  in  certain  emissions,  and  provid- 
ing a  fund  for  sinking  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  prepared 
a  preamble  thereto,  reported  the  same,  and  sundry  vertxil  amendments  be- 
ins  made  in  the  resolutions,  the  whole  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

whereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues,  and  not  hereto- 
fore in  a  condition  to  raise  them,  have,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  re- 
peatedly been  under  the  necessity  of  emitting  bills  of  credit,  for  tiie  redemp- 
tion of  which  the  faith  of  these  United  States  has  been  solemnly  pledged^ 
and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and  safety,  as  well  as  justice,  is  highlj 
concerned  to  support  and  establish;  and,  whereas,  to  that  end,  it  is  essen- 
tially necessary  to  ascertain  the  periods  of  theirTedem|>tion,  and  seasonably 
to  establish  funds  which,  in  due  time,  without  distressing  the  people,  shaJl 
make  adequate  provision  for  the  same :  and  whereas,  in  appointing  the  par- 
ments  for  the  said  fund,  it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  sum  be  called  for  the 
current  year,  both  on  account  of  the  present  ease  of  paying  it,  and  to  reduce 
the  surplus  in  circulation  ;  therefore, 

JResolvedf  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  respective 
quotas  of  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  vear  \779,VLnd  of  6,000,000  of  dollars 
annually  for  18  years,  from  and  after  the  year  1779,  as  a  fund  for  sinking  the 
emissions  and  loans  of  these  United  States,  to  the  31st  of  December,  ITTB, 
inclusive : 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any  fur- 
ther emissions  necessary  the  ^vear  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sunk  in  the  manner 
and  within  the  period  aforesaid :    « 

That  any  of  the  bills  emitted  by  order  of  Conjgress.  prior  to  the  year  1  rSO, 
and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  quotas : 

That  the  bills  received  on  tne  said  i^uotas,  except  those  for  the  year  1 7T9, 
be  applied  first  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  secondly,  for  the  princi- 
pal ot  loans  made  by  these  United  States  prior  to  the  vear  1780,  and  that  the 
residue^  together  with  those  received  on  the  quotas  ot  the  year  1779,  be  not 
re-issued  but  burned  and  destroyed,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

Andv  whereas,  many  counteneits  have  appeared  in  circulation,  of  various 
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desomuiatioos,  of  the  eniissioBa  uf  Mav  '20,  \777t  and  April  11»  1778,  and 
oQiiiiterfeiUi  of  thote  emissions  have  lately  been  issued  by  our  enemies  at 
Ne«-Tark»  and  are  found  to  be  spreading  and  increasing  fast  in  various  parts 
oC  the%e  United  States,  whereby  individuals  are  defrauded,  prices  enhanced* 
and  the  credit  of  the  paper  currency  greatly  injured ;  and  it  is  become  neces- 
sary kit  the  security  ot  individuals  and  safety  of  the  public,  that  those  two 
emiisioos  should  cease  to  be  a  circulating  medium,  and  should  be  called  iu 
and  eichanged.  or  otherwise  provided  for,  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  conveni* 
encetothe  present  holders ;  therefore, 

Hesobstd,  That  the  following  bills  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  namely,  the 
vboie  entasions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778 : 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose  in  the  manner  hereafter  provided, 
by  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable : 

That  thej  be  received  for  di^bts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  treasury, 
and  mts  the  state  treasuries  for  continental  taxes,  until  the  first  day  of  June 
Mil: 

Thatflie^  be  received,  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  into  the  continen* 
til  Iflsa-oiices,  either  on  loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at  the  election  of  the  own- 
en,  farsther  InIIs  of  like  tenor,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose : 

list  the  bills  lodged  in  the  said  offices  to  be  so  exchanged,  be  there  r^s- 
tered,and  indented  certificates  thereof  be  given  to  the  owners  by  the  respec- 
tive commissioners  of  the  said  offices : 

TW  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  make  returns  to  the  treasury- 
huxiiMiiediately  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  or  the  amount  of  the  bills 
reoHvel'm  their  respective  offices  to  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid,  and  that  pro- 
per faiib  to  exchange  the  same  be  furnished,  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out 
It  t&e  ttid  offices,  within  sixty  days  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June* 
I^atthe  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  treasuries  and 
tk  loan  offices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  throngh  with  a  circular 
puch,  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  examined  and  burned,  as  Con- 
gress Aall  direct. 

(Mtnd,  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  states, 
toiccsBpany  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

MONDAY,  January  4,  1779. 

Mr.  W.  Shippen,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress :   .    • 

On  motion,  JUsolved,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  a  member  from  each 
itate,  be  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  taxes  called  for  and  to  be 
p&id  by  the  several  states  the  current  year,  for  redeeming  the  continental 
l^IIs  of  credit  emitted  by  order  of  Congress :  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Whipple^  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr. 
Searie,  Mr.  M'lLean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
Mr.  Langworthy. 

Ordertdf  That  the  committee  sit  on  this  business  this  afternoon,  and  re- 
port to-morrow. 

-  TUESDAY,  January  5,  1779. 

Ordered^  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  post- 
office  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Laurens. 

A  letter  from  lieutenanti^folouel  Fleury,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Reaolveit  That  Mons.  Pleury  be  informed  that  Coneress  do  not  think  it 
proper  to  apply  to  the  minister  of  France  in  his  behalf  though  they  should 
DC  pleased  with  his  continuance  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  if  he  can 
himself  obtain  leave  for  that  purpose. 

A  memorial  from  Mons.  Oneil  was  read,  making  a  tender  of  his  services, 
and  desiring  to  be  employed  in  count  Pulaski's  corps :  Whereupon,. 
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The  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  produced  credentials  of  their  a^ 
pointment,  which  were  read.  ^   ' 

l*he  determination  of  the  question  for  re-considering  the  9th  proposltiot 
which  was  yesterday  pdstponid  at  the  request  of  a  state,'  was  called  for,  an 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


N.'Hampthire^    l^Ir.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Matta^tUt-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adaiw* 

GenyJ 
Lovellp 
Ilolten, 
Mr.  Enexy, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Eliflwortfat 
Rooty 
Mr.  Jay, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 


Mpde-Mand, 
Cmmectieutf 


Xcw-Ttrk, 


New^eraeyt        Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 


exetaed,  C(2»r. 
noj 


Maryland^ 
Virginia^ 

S,- Caroline, 


Scuddet, 

Fell, 
Mr.  Roberdeau, 
MrPaca, 

Heary, 
Mr.  P.  L.  Lee, 

M.  SimOi, 
Mr.  Peim, 

Hai, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutscm, 


Mr.  Ltngworthy,  ay  }^^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  native. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Bemved,  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  high  prices  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  the  salary  6f  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  encreased  to  S»500  dollars 
per  annum. 

The  board  of  treasury  having,  pursuant  to  orders,  selected  from  the  jonr^ 
nals  the  resolutions  respecting  the  calling  in  certain  emissions,  and  provide 
ing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  prepared 
a  preamble  thereto,  reported  the  same,  and  sundry  yerwil  amendments  be^ 
ins  made  in  the  resolutions,  the  whole  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues,  and  not  hereto^ 
fore  in  a  condition  to  raise  them,  have,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  re^ 
peatedly  been  under  the  necessity  of  emitting  bills  of  credit,  for  the  redempJ 
tion  of  which  the  faith  of  these  United  States  has  been  solemnly  pledged^ 
and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and  safety,  as  well  as  justice,  is  highly 
concerned  to  support  and  establish ;  and,  whereas,  to  that  end,  it  is  essen^ 
tially  necessary  to  ascertain  the  periods  of  theirTedemption,  and  seasonably 
to  establish  funds  which,  in  due  time,  without  distressing  the  people,  shafl 
make  adequate  provision  for  the  same :  and  whereas,  in  appointing  the  pay^ 
ments  for  the  said  fiind,  it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  sum  be  called  for  thd 
current  year,  both  on  account  of  the  present  ease  of  paying  it,  and  to  reduce 
the  surplus  in  circulation  ;  therefore, 

JResolvedf  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  respecti  vd 
quotas  of  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779,  and  of  6,000,000  of  dollars 
annually  for  18  years,  from  and  after  the  year  1779,  as  a  fund  for  sinking  the 
emissions  and  loans  of  tliese  United  States,  to  the  31st  of  December,  17TB, 
inclusive: 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any  fur- 
ther emissions  necessary  the  ^year  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sunk  in  the  manuer 
and  within  the  period  aforesaid :    « 

That  any  of  tne  bills  emitted  by  order  of  Conjgress,  prior  to  the  year  17B0, 
and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  quotas : 

That  the  bills  received  on  tne  said  <^uotas,  except  those  for  the  year  1779, 
be  applied  first  for  the  payment  of  the  ikiterest,  and  secondly,  for  the  princi- 
pal ot  loans  made  by  these  United  States  prior  to  the  year  1780,  and  that  the 
residue,  ti^ther  with  those  received  on  the  quotas  ot  the  year  1779,  be  not 
re-issued  but  burned  and  destroyed,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

Andv  whereas,  many  counterfeits  have  appeared  in  circulation,  of  varioas 
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dc«0Dii]iacioo3»  of  the  emissioDS  of  Mav  £0>  1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  and 
coonlerfeits  of  tho^  emiasions  have  lately  been  iasued  by  onr  enemies  at 
Ne«>Y«rk»  and  are  found  to  be  spreading  and  increasing  fast  in  various  parts 
oCtbe%e  United  States,  whereby  individuals  are  defrauded,  prices  enhancedc 
and  te  credit  of  the  paper  currency  greatly  injured  ;  and  it  is  become  neces- 
sary lor  the  secarity  ot  individuals  and  safety  of  the  public,  that  those  two 
aBimes  should  cease  to  be  a  circulating  medium,  and  should  be  called  in 
ami  esdbanged,  or  otherwise  provided  for,  as  soon  as  may  be,  with  conveni^ 
encetathe  present  holders ;  dierefore, 

Ma^htd^  That  the  following  bills  be  taken  out  of  circulation,  namely,  the 
whole  cntasions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11,  1778 : 

That  they  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose  in  the  inanner  hereafter  provided, 
DT  the  first  day  of  Jane  next,  and  not  afterwards  redeemable  : 
'  That  they  be  received  for  di^bts  and  taxes  into  the  continental  treasury, 
aadiafesthe  state  treasuries  for  continental  taxes,  until  the  first  day  of  June 
ant*. 

Thatl^  l>e  received,  until  the  first  day  of  June  next,  into  the  continen- 
tal laaa-wces,  either  on  loan  or  to  be  exchanged,  at  the  election  of  the  own« 
tt%kr€Aer  bills  of  like  tenor,  to  be  provided  for  that  pitrpose : 

HisI  the  bills  lodged  in  the  said  offices  to  be  so  exchanged,  be  there  regis- 
tererf.aad  indented  certificates  thereof  be  given  to  the  owners  by  the  respec- 
tive mnmissioners  of  the  said  offices : 

Tliat  &e  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  make  returns  to  the  treasury- 
Wtdiawied  lately  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  or  the  amount  of  the  bills 
lecavelia  their  respective  offices  to  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid,  and  that  pro- 
per Idb  ta  exchange  the  same  be  furnished,  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out 
at  tie  Slid  offices,  within  sixty  days  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June. 
Hifthe  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  treasuries  and 
Ik  loaa  offices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  through  with  a  circular 
{aodi,  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  examined  and  burned,  as  Con- 
gr«s  flhall  direct. 

Qrimd,  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the  states, 
tDiooQBpaoy  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

MONDAY,  January  4,  1779. 

Mr.  W.  Shippen,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress «  ^  *  -  . 

On  motioii,  lUsolved,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  a  member  from  each 
^ate,  be  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  taxes  called  for  and  to  be 
Mid  by  the  several  states,  the  current  year,  for  redeeming  the  continental 
aiils  of*  credit  emitted  by  order  of  Congress :  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Whipfrie,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr. 
Starie,  Mr.  M'lLean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  and 
Mr.  liingworthy. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  sit  on  this  business  this  afternoon,  and  re- 
port to-morrow. 

•  TUESDAY,  January  5,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  post- 
office  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Laurens. 
A  letter  from  lieutenanti^folouel  Fleury,  was  read  :  Whereupon^ 
Resolved,  That  Mons.  Pleury  be  informed  that  Coneress  do  not  think  it 
proper  to  apply  to  the  minister  of  France  in  his  behalf  though  they  should 
be  pleased  witn  his  continuance  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  if  he  can 
himself  obtain  leave  for  that  purpose. 

Amenmrial  from  Mons.  Oneil  was  read,  making  a  tender  of  his  services, 
and  desiring  to  be  employed  in  count  Pulaski's  coqM :  Whereupon,. 
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So  it  was  resoUed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  aecretarv  inform  Mr.  Deane  that  Conmss  will  give 
him  notice  of  the  time  when  ne  ahail  attend  again^  which  wul  probablj  be 
this  evening. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  letter,  of  September  10th,  from  Jonathan  Williams,  at  Nantes,  was  rend. 
with  a  number  of  fuipers  accompanying  it : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  members. 

According  to  order,  brisadier  W.  Thompson  attending,  was  called  in,  and 
the  witnesses  being  examined,  he  withdriew. 

Ordered^  That  brieiidier  W.  Thompson  be  called  in  and  informed,  that  if 
he  has  any  thing  to  oner  in  his  defence,  the  house  is  ready  to  hear  him,  but 
that  if  he  requires  time  to  make  his  defence,  it  will  be  allowed  him. 

Brigadier  Thompson  being  called  in  and  informed  of  the  order  of  the 
hous^  desired  that  the  paper  he  had  in  his  hand  might  be  read  :^ 

The  same  beine  reaa,  and  he  havtns  nothimg^  further  to  ofter,  general 
Thompson  was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  accorvungly  he  withdrew. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  S4,  1778. 

Mr.  Samuel  Atlee,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

The  president  informed  Congress  that  gen.  Washington  was  arrived  in 
town,  pursuant  to  their  orders:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  commander  in  chief  be  introduced  to  Congress,  and 
informed  from  the  chair,  that  Confess  have  directed  his  atttendance  in  order, 
among  other  things,  to  confer  with  him  on  the  operations  of  the  next  cam- 
paign, and  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  present  the  commander  in  chief  with  tiie 
foregoing  resolution,  and  acquaint  him  that  Congress  are  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive him/ 

In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  order,  the  commander  in  chief  attended, 
and  being  informed  by  the  president  of  the  end  for  which  Congress  has  de- 
sired his  attendance,  and  that  a  committee  will  be  appointed  agreeably  to 
the  foregoing  resolution,  he  withdrew. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee :  the*  members  chosen, 
are  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root.  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Laurens. 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  charge  against  brigadier  W.  Thomp- 
son ;  and  the  defence  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  apology  made  by  brigadier-general  Thomp- 
son be  accepted  at  satisfactory : 

The  charge  and  depositions  were  then  called  for,  and  a  motion  was  made, 
that  the  examination  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  and  the  deposition  of  col.  Noarth, 
the  one  offered  to  support  the  charge  ae&inst  brigadier  gen.  Thompson,  and 
the  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejected,  the  same  being  taken  eof  parte: 
To  which  an  amendment  was  moved,  by  way  of  substitute. 
That  the  examination  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  taken  before  Congress  on 
Monday  the  Tth  inst.  in  support  of  the  choree  against  brigadier  Thompson, 
be  rejected,  and  that  the  deposition  of  col.  Noarth,  produced  last  nignt  bj 
brigadier  Thompson  in  his  own  exculpation  from  the  charge,  be  also  rejected: 
A  question  was  taken,  whether,  consistent  with  order,  the  latter  proposi- 
tion can  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  former : 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Rkade-Mffand,      llfr.  EUery,  oy  ^ay 


Ntw-HampMhire,  Mr.  Whipple,  ay  ^y 

Ma9sa*9tt9'Jfcy,  Mr.  S.  Ad«ms^  a^ 

Lovell,  ay  [^ 

Holten,  €tyj 


Connecticut,        Mr.  liver,  ay 

Eusworth,      ay 
Boot,  af 
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ler 


^e9-T9titf 


JVciViMfSfJb 


'I 


Mr.  Jsy.  no 

Duane,  no^no 

G.  Morrisp  oyj 

Fell,  no  5 

lir.  ftoberdeiu,  av  >  ^. 

Atlee,  ayS*^ 


fAforyfond^ 
S^'Carolinot 


ChifTgiOf 


Mr.  Carmichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langwortby, 


Mr.  M^Kean, 
So  it  WIS  resoived  to  be  in  order. 
The  question  being  put  un  the  amendment,  passed  in  die  negatiye. 
The  main  question  was  then  diyided,  and  on  the  question,  that  the  exam- 
isation  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee  be  rejected, 
The  jeas  and  najs  were  required  bj  Mr.  Duane, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mmttttu-Ba^  Mr.  S.  Aduns, 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.  EHery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
£Usi 


fly  >«y 


JSUde-JWow^ 


^Ct^-T^rk^ 


worth. 
Boot, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Duane,  ay 

G.  Morris^       ay 
Lewis,  ay 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  ^ 
Fell,  y^ 

^itvas  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


PetmsyivanOt 
Mar^lamlf 

N.'CanUna, 
S.'C(ir9Hna, 


Mr.  Roberdeau, 

AUee, 
Mr.  M<Kean, 


ay 


fly 
«y 

oyyay 


Mr.  Carmichael,  oy?    j. 


Henry, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Hutson, 


«y> 

«^>«y 
flyj 


Mr.  Langworthy,  oy  yay 


The  qiestion  was  then  put,  that  the  deposition  of  col.  Noarth  be  rejected : 
nsdredm  die  affirmative. 

He  question  was  put,  whether  the  words  *<  the  same  having  been  taken> 
uraart^  shall  stand? 
On  which  tiie  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 


MuhBim^ftlare^Ur.  Whipple, 
Mme^teUM-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adami^ 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
tiblten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Ifr.  Dyer, 
Ellsworth, 
Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
G.  Moiris, 


ay}ay 


Bk^ie^idrnd. 


■^MP-xOTn^ 


PemuyhamOf     Mr.  Roberdeau» 

AUee, 

DeUxware,  Vts,  M'Rean, 

MBBryfandf  BIr.  Camiichae], 

Henry, 

Virginia^  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Griffin, 

North-CatdUnat  Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Saulh-CaT0&na9  Mr.  Laurens, 

Hutson, 


Qtotgkk 


Mr.  Langworthy,  ojf  ^y 


Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  \  „^ 
Fell,  aul'^ff 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  whole,^ 

Rnolvtd^  That  the  examination  of  Mr.  justice  Atlee,  and  the  deposition 
of  col.  Noarth,  the  one  offered  to  support  the  charge  against  brigaaier  W. 
Thompson,  and  the  other  in  his  exculpation,  be  rejected,  the  same  having 
been  taken  ex  parte. 

The  proceedmgs  on  the  journal  relative  to  brigadier  Thompson,  the  charge 
and  the  deposition  of  witnesses,  were  then  read :  Whereupon,  a  motion  was 
made,  that  brigadier-general  Thompson  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege : 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

I^o-Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple,        ay  yay      Rhode-IsUnulf      Mr.  Ellery,  no  yno 

ihtrnfottB-Bay,   Mr.  S.  Adams,       aif^  Connecticut,        Mr.  Ellsworth,       ^"lau 

Gerry,  «y  Lti  '       ^^**  fly 3^ 

Holtea^ 
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PenntyhsamOi 


Mr.  Jay» 
Duane, 
G.  Moirim 


li^.  WithenpooH,  ay  >  ^^-^ 
Fell,  no  3 


no 

«y- 


VirgifdQt 
S.'CuroHmit 


Jklawartf 
Maryland^ 


Ifp.  LMigpraitfagr»  ay  yay 


Mr.  Roberdeau,     cy  )  j- 

Atlee,  no  V 

Mr.  M*Kean,  excused  GeorjiVi, 

Mr.  CuiiilchMit     fio> 

Henty,  n«  5 

So  it  was  then  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moyed,  that  general  Thoinpsoa's  apology  is  satisfactory ; 

On.  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  PeniH 
HiU, 

>Bfr.  LMirens, 
Drayton, 
Hutaon, 


yew-Hampshire^  Mr.  Whipple, 
Jdoasa'stta-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell,  • 


Rltode-Mandt 
Canneetieutf 


^(S»Jeneyt 


Holten, 
Mr.  Ellcry, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

G.  Morris, 

Lewis, 


oy>oy 

ay 

«y 


Mr.  Witheispoon,  na>  j. 
Fell,  fly  5 


PenruykMuna, 

pehware, 
■Maaryland, 

FirginiOf 


A^.-CaroUnOt 
S.'CaroUna, 

Georgia^ 


Mr.  Fobeideau, 

Atlee, 
Mr.  M«Kean, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 

Heiuy; 
Mr.  F.  L.  X«ec, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin, 
l^lr,  Penii» 

Ilill, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Uraytoh, 

Ifutson, 


ey 

ay 

oyyay 

ayiay 


^y 


«y 


Mr.  Lang^'orthy,   ay  ^ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday.  . 


SATURDAY,  December  26,  U78. 

A  letter,  of  the  21  st,  from  Abraham  Clarke,  of  New-Jersev,  was  read,  en- 
closing affidavits  respecting  the  conduct  of  brigadier  Maxwell  in  resisting  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Fell. 

A  memorial  from  Josiah  Smith,  surgeon,  and  others,  late  of  the  Revenge 
cutter,  captain  Cunningham,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  subject  of  finance,  when  the  6th  proposition  was- read,  viz. 

6.  That  proper  bills  be  provided  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out  at  said 
offices,  to  complete  the  said  exchanges  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  due  no- 
tice be  given  to  all  parties  by  ^public  advertisements,  as  soon  as  tlie  same 
sliall  be  ready : 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  **  as  soon  as  possible,"  and 
what  follows  to  the  end,  and  to  insert  in  place  thereof  '*  by  the  first  day  of 
June  next."  ^ 

Another  motion  was  made,  to  substitute  the  following  resolution : 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  make  returns  to  the  treasury 
board  immediately  after  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  of  the  amount  of  the  bills 
received  into  their  respective  offices,  to  be  exchanged  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
proper  bills  to  exchange  the  same  be  furnished  and  ready  to  be  delivered  out 
at  their  said  offices  wimin  sixty  days  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  Juae : 

To  which  it  was  moved  to  add  as  follows : 

And  that  the  proprietors  of  bills  brought  into  the  loan-ofiices  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  an  interest  on  the  sums  respectively  brou^t  in  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  1st  of  June 
aforesaid,  to  the  day  on  which  they  shall  be  exchanged: 
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On  the'qaestion  to  a^ree  to  this  additioii» 

Tie  jow  ftiid  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Lanreoe, 


V^EsmpMre,    Mr.  Whipple, 

Firost,    , 

Mmiktat'S^,  Mr.  Geny, 

LoreU, 


JUttKiUofuf, 


^h^^9rk^ 


Hohen, 
Mr.  EUer>', 
Mr.  D^r, 

Elbworth, 

Booty 

Mr.  J«y, 

DuanCy 

Lewifl^ 
Mr.  Wldiertfpo(M%  nb 

no 


5 


no 


Penntyhania, 

Atanflandt 

Virginiat 


S.'CaroUnOf 


Mr.  Bobeideau,     no'> 

.  Atlee,  nay 

Mr.  Camdchael,    a^ 

Henry, 
Mr.  M.  Smithy 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Peiui, 

wmiaai, 

Hill. 

Burke, 
Mr.  Lauren^ 
Mr.  Lui^orthy, 


n0 


Fell, 

Bo  It  passed  in  the  negative. 

T^e  amendment  bein^  adopted,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


Iho-E/mpMre^  Mir.  Whipple, 

FhMl, 

ifaw'jtfpjfagr,  Ifr.Geny, 

LoveU, 


KKOt^Umd, 


Skm^Tt^ 


Stthkmy^ 


Holten, 
Mr.  Iffleiy, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

EUsworth, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

I^wifl, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay  1 

Fell,  fly  3^ 


Pcnnsykfiinuif 

Firgima, 
K'CaroKna, 


S^'CaroBnOt 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Koberdean, 

Atlee, 
Mr.  Garmichaelt 

Hemy, 
Mr.  M.  Smitli, 

GriiSti, 
Mr.  Pfenn, 

WilfianM, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
'  Mr.  Laiirena^ 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


a9l 
1107  ♦ 

noj 
no  S'no' 
no  yno 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  7th  proposition  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

7.  That  the  first  mentioned  bills,  as  they  are  brought  into  the  treasury  and 
loaD-oifices,  be  immediately  crossed  and  struck  through  with  a  circular  punch 
ef  one  inch  diameter,  to  be  afterwards  examined  and  burned,  as  Congress 
shall  direct. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  b^  notified  to  atte&d  Congress  on  Monday  next, 
at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Adjoamed  to  ten  oarlock  im-  Monday. 

MONDAY,  December  £8,  1778. 

There  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  basinea8» 
Adjonmed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  December  29, 1778. 

Mr«  Scodder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter,  of  diis  day,  from  J.  Moi|;an,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  from 
Dr.  Morgan,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Harvie :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  M.  Smith* 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  6.  Clinton,  governor  of  New-York,  was  read : 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  colonel  Malcolm,  was  read,  enclosing  a  return 
of  the  militarv  stores  and  garnson  of  forts  Clinton  and  Constitution : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

Reealvedf  That  two  brigadiers  be  appointed  for  the  troops  oS  North- 
Carolina. 

Col.  Jethro  Sumner  and  col.  Thomas  Clarke  are  nominsttd  f#f  br^adierp 
bv  the  del^ates  of  North-Carolina. 
Vol.  III.  22 
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Besolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
state  of  the  PenDsjkania  troopa,  and  report  whether  an  additional  briga- 
dier is  wanting  for  the  troops  oi  that  state :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Atlee. 

Beaolved,  That  ah  additional  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  troops  of 
South-Carolina. 

Colonel  Isaac  Huger  is  nominated  by  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  subject  offinance,  and  a  s^t  of  reso- 
Intions  relative  thereto  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  report  hath  circulated  in  divei-s  parts  of  America,  that  Con- 
gress would  not  redeem  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by,  them  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  but  would  suffer  them  to  sink  in  the  hands  of  the  holder, 
wherebj  the  yalue  of  the  said  bills  hath,  in  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  ^od 
people  of  these  states,  depreciated ;  and  lest  the  silence  of  Congress  might 
give  strength  to  the  said  report ; 

Besalvea,  That  the  said  report  is  false  and  derogatory  to  the  honor  of 
Congress. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


Ktw-HEmptlKirt^  Ifr.  Whipple, 

MoMtt^HU'Bayt  iSr.  S.  Adaim, 

Geny, 


Mode-Jahnd, 
NsuhTurk 


Holtent 
Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
Ifr.  Dyer, 

Ellswortby 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Dusne, 

G.  Moniiy 


ay 


ay 


J^ctthJerteyt        Mr.  Witherspoon,  o^' 


Penmyhtmia, 

Ddauxtte^ 
Maryland^ 

PtrginiOf 
S,'CaroKnag 


Scudder, 

Fell, 
Mr.  Boberdeftu, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Cannichael, 

Heury, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M  Smhl^ 
Mr.  Penn, 

HUl, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


n« 


►n^^ 


80  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ater  debate  the  previous  question  was  moved ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


J9itU}'Bampthire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Muuf^U-Sayt  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 
/  Holten, 

nhode-hland,     Mr.  EUeiy, 

Collins^ 
CmmecHaa,       Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 

■^    .;■*     t     >  Boot, 

Jii^pm-Torkt         Hr.  J>y, 

Duane, 


ay 


ay 


fly 


ay 


no 


New-Jemyt 

PetttuyhamOf 


Dehuforef 
Maryland, 
Vtrgitda, 

N,'€aroMna^ 


S^'CaroSna, 


G.  Moms,       VI 

So  the  states  ,were  equally  divided. 
ThQ  main  question  being  then  put,^ 
And  the  yeas  and  nays  heing  required  by^  Mr.  Drayton, 


Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
BIr.  Boberdeau, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Canmchael, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


I- 


no 

no 

«y 

tto 

no 

«y 

no 

"•1 

wt  >no 

ayj 
no  ynt 


JfynhEampMre,  Mr.  Whipple,  no 

Frost,  ay 

Mma*9it»'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adama^  no 

Geny,  ay 

:  .<  Molten,  ay 


dip. 


ay 


Ifhode-Itlandf     Mr.  EUery, 

Colling 

Connectieiaf        Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellswoith, 
Boot, 


n» 


no'} 

ay"} 

no^np 

noj 
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in 


XemyT^^ik, 


■    ■     'a 


JVeoUerwQj 


Mr.  J&y, 

G.  Morris 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell. 
ytr.  RoberdeaOy 

At]ee» 

Searle, 


\ 


«y 


S.'Carolinaf 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  F  JLIieCr 

Mr.  Penn, 
HUI, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


«yi 
«yi«y 

«y>^ 


S»  k  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmative. 

Od  th«  qQesticm  to  agree  to  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
hr  Mr.  Blierfy 


Mr.  Frost, 
Masaar^ii^Bay,   Mr.  S.  Adsona^ 

Geny, 


lAoit'hiand, 


Mr. 


PenruyhamOf 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Scudder, 

PteU, 
Mr.  Kobenkao, 

Atke, 

Searle, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 

.Hill, 
Mr.  0ra]rtoa» 


«y>fly 

no  yno 

«y' 
«y 


^7W 


Holtea, 

Klleiy, 

CoIhn% 
Mr.  Byer, 

£Uswortli,« 

Boot, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duiuie, 

G.  Moms, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ai^oomed  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  SO,  irrS. 

Tliere  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  states  to  proceed  to  buuness^ 
Ac^reed  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

THURSDAY,  December  31,  1778. 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth,  from  Mr.  Deane,  was  read,  informing,  that  he  waits  the 
orders  of  Congress,  and  that  he  has  received  letters  which  he  is  desirous  to 
commuDicate  personally,  which  relate  to  parts  of  his  narration ;  Whereupon, 

Orda^  That  Mr.  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  immediately. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  major-general  Gates,  at  Boston^was  read,  en^- 
c/osiAg  a  letter  of  the  1st  to  him  from  major-gen.  Philips,  proposing  to  enter 
into  a  negotiation  with  him  for  a  release  of  me  troops  of  the  coDventioa  of 


Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  major-ffen.  Philips  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
the  president  inform  major-gen.  Gates  that  Congress  approve  his  conduct. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th,  from  B.  Harrison,  deputy  pay -master  general  in  Vir-» 
ginia*  was  read,  enclosing  his  monthly  account : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  memorial  from  R.  Patton,  messenger,  and  one  from  W.  Hurrie,  door- 
keeper, were  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sums  deducted  from  the  former  accounts  of  the  memo- 
rialists, by  the  commissioners  of  claims,  be  paid  themi  as  a  reward  for  extra- 
ordinary service ;  and  that  they  be  paid  what  is  now  due  to  them  at  the  rate 
oC  three  dollars  a  day ;  and  that  they  be  paid  for  the  future  at  the  rate  of 
four  dollars  a  day. 

A  letter,  of  November  SOth,  from  major-gen.  Gates,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
memorial  from  brigadier  du  Portail,  respecting  the  fortifying  the  harbor  at 
Boston :  • 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committed. 

Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  gave  further  information  in  writ* 
lag,  and  having  finished. 

Ordered^  That  he  withdraw  into  the  next  room.  ^ 

Accordingly  he  withdrew :  whereopon^  amotion  was  made, 


irs 
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That  a  day  be  now  asgigned  for  Mr.  Deane  to  attend  Congress,  that  such 
questions  nmy  be  asked  as  the  house  shall  think  proper,  to  elucidate  the  sub- 
ject of  his  narrative :  question  put,  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered.Thtit  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed  that  he  has  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  that  Congress  will  notify  to  him  their  future  orders  : 

Mr.  Deane  being  culed  in,  was  informed  of  the  foregoing  order*  and 
withdrew. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  subject  of  finance;  and  thereupon, 

7.  R98ol^ed,  That>  in  addition  to  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  to  be  paid  the 
year  ensuing,  the  states  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  quotas  of  6,000,000 
dollm»  annually,  for  18  years,  couroencins  with  the  year  1780,  as  a  fund 
for  sinking  the  loans  and  emissions  of  these  United  States  to  the  Slst  day  of 
December,  1778,  inclusive : 

8.  That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any 
further  emissions  necessary  the  year  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sunk  in  the  man- 
ner and  within  the  period  aforesaid : 

9;  Thatany  of  the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  order  of  Consress  prior  to  the 
yeiur  1780,  and  no  others,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  quotas : 

On  tlie  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Burke, 


NathHaanptikkt^ 

,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frott, 
Mr.  9.  Aduna, 

JihntfstU-Bay, 

Geny,  , 

HoUen, 

BM^Mmd, 

Mr.  l&Ueiy, 

Collins, 

Cmntctieutf 

Mr.  Dyer, 

ElUwpr^ 

,  Root, 

JjtUf'YOfky 

Mr.  Jay, 

' 

Duane, 

• » •           ♦ 

■     Lewii, 

Mr.  Wilhcrspoon,  oy^ 


Maryland^ 
Virgima, 


Scudder, 

FcU, 
Mr*  Koberdeau, 

Atlee, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Griml^ 
Mr.  Hill, 

Hiirke, 
Mr.  Drayton 


no  yn» 

no  i 
no  ) 
no  yno 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

10.  That  the|bills  received  on  the  said  quotas  be  applied,  first,  to  the  |>ay- 
nent  of  the  intdrast,  secondly,  of  the  principals  of  loans  made  by  these  United 
States  prior  to  the  year  1780 ;  and  that  the  residue  of  the  said  bills,  together 
with  the  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  year  ensuing,  be  not  re-issued,  but 
burned  or  destroyed,  as  Congress  shall  direct : 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  the  treasury  select  from  the  journal  the 
resolutions  respecting  the  callins  In  certain  emissions,  and  providing  a  fund 
for  sinking  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  prepare  a  proper  preamble. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  1, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  $  1st  of  December,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  res- 
pecting brigadier  du  Portail,  and  the  engineers  of  his  corps : 

Whereupon,  a  report  from  the  board  of  war  on  the  same  subject,  in  con- 
sequence pf  thf  general's  letter  of-  the  16th  of  November  last,  was  taken 
into  consideration,  and  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  gen.  Washinston  has  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  merit  and  abil- 
ities of  brigadier-general  du  Portail,  as  being  well  acquainted  with  ^e  branch 
he  professes,  and  a  gentleman  of  real  knowledge  in  military  science  in  general, 
ana  has  a  verv  AvouraUe  opinion  of  Messrs.  la  Radiere,  Loumoy,  and  de 
Oouvion*  who  nave  served  with  reputation  as  engineers  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States ;  and  ha^  represented  that  in  his  judgment  they  will  be  neces- 
sary and  useful  in  future  operations : 

kmolvid^  That  hng^htt  da  Portail,  and  Messrs.  la  Radiere,  Louanoy,  and 
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FRIDAY.  January  15,  1779. 

Hie  kon.  Mr.  Lewis  having  reduced  to  writing  the  snbstancei  of  the  con<- 
▼en&tion  between  him  and  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  on  the  subject  laid  before 
the  house  in  writing  by  Mr.  Laurens  on  the  Uth  instant,  and  also  what  he 
knows  respecting  the  matter  which -was  the  subject  of  that  conversation)  laid 
the  same  on  the  table  according  to  order. 

At  the  renuest  of  Mr.  Jjaurens. 

Ordmd^  That  he  be  furnished  with  a  cop?  thereof. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smitli,  Mr.  EUerj,  and  Mr.  Drayton, 
iovfham  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  28  th  of  November  last  from  Mons.de 
Frsnccj,  kaving  brought  in  a  report,  the  same  was  taken  into  consideration; 
utd  thereopon. 

Resolved,  That  according  to  the  agreement  entered  into  with  Mr.  dft 
France  J,  agent  of  Mons.  de  Beaumarchais,  at  York,  on  the  7th  day  of  April, 
I77d,  remittance  should  be  made  with  all  convenient  despatch  to  tbo  said 
Mr.  4e  Beaumarchais. 

fioolved.  That  the  requisition  of  Mr.  de  Francej,  in  his  letter  of  the  d8^ 
of  November  last,  is  reasonable,  and  that  SOOO  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  on  ac- 
count of  these  United  States,  be  purchased,  to  be  laden  on  board  the  shipf 
mentioned  in  the  said  letter. 

Resnlced,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais: 
SuL,  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  sensible  of  your 
eiertsotts  in  their  favour,  present  you  with  their  thanks,  and  assure  you  of 
thm  te|;ud. 

They  lament  the  inconveniencies  you  have  suffered  by  the  great  advances 
made  u  Mpport  of  these  states.  Circumstances  have  prevented  a  com- 
piiance  vith  their  wishes,  but  they  will  take  the  most  effectual  measures  in 
thfir  power  to  discharge  the  debt  due  to  'you. 

The  liberal  sentiments  and  extensive  views  which  alone  could  dictate  a 
conductlike  yours,  are  conspicuous  in  your  actions  and  adorn  your  character 
While  with  great  talents  vou  served  your  prince,  you  have  gained  the  esteem 
oCthis  in&nt  republic  and  will  receive  the  merited  applause  of  a  new  worid. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

Prestdene. 

SATURDAY,  Jamary  16, 1779. 

The  board  of  treasury  haying  considered  a  letter  from  the  commissioness 
of  accounts  in  tlie  northern  department  of  the  12di  of  November,  and  ano- 
ther of  the  29th  of  December  last,  report. 

That  Eleazer  Wales  and  Edward  Chin,  esqrs.  two  of  the  commissioners 
of  accounts  in  the  northern  department,  continue  their  office  at  Albany  until 
the  let  of  April  next,  and  then  repair  with  their  books  and  papers  to  tiie 
board  of  treasury ;  and  that  John  Wells,  esq.  be  informed  that  his  immediate 
attendance  is  necessary  in  the  chamber  of  accounts : 

Resolvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Rewohed,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury  be  authorized  to  direct 
the  treaenrer  to  exchange,  for  any  officers  entrusted  with  public  money  by 
the  United  States,  such  part  thereof  not  having i>een  expenaed  by  him  as  he 
shall  declare  on  oath  to  be  in  his  possession  in  bills  of  the  emissions  of  May 
the  20th,  1777,  and  April  11th,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  who  were  directed  to  extract  from  the 
journals  the  several  resolutions  respecting  finance,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
printed,  reported  that  they  have  executed  that  business,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  the  circular  letter  and  the  resolutions  of  the  2d,  and  5th  inst.  be  printed 
on  one  sheet;  that  the  others  be  printed  iu  a  separate  sheet;  that  100 
copies  of  each  be  struck  off;  and  that  the  circular  letter  to  the  states  be 
Vol..  ill.  ^  524 
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The  del^ates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  produced  credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read. 

l*he  determination  of  the  question  for  re-considering  the  9th  propoottion. 
Which  was  yesterday  p^stpon^d  at  the  request  of  a  state,'  was  called  for^  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


N.'Hamptihirt^    Blr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Ma»9a*tUa-Ba}ft  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

GcnyJ 
LoveU, 
Iloltcn, 
Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Eliflwortfat 
Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 


Jihwie-Tttand, 
Cmtnecticvtt 


Xnt-TTkt 


NtuyJarstyt        Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 


txeusea,  C(&v. 


Penmhoani^ 
Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

N.-CaroiiniK 

S.' Carolina, 


Bcuddec, 

FeU, 
Mr.  Robeidean» 
MrPacjit 

Heory, 
str.  F.  L.  L«ee, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HUl, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laureiu, 

Drayton, 

Hataon, 


Mr.  Langworthy,  iigf  )^^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  native. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That,  during  the  continuance  of  the  high  prices  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  the  salary  6f  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  encreased  to  5^00  dollars 
per  annum. 

The  board  of  treasury  having,  pursuant  to  orders,  selected  from  the  jour- 
nals the  resolutions  respecting  the  calling  in  certain  emissions,  and  provid- 
ing a  fund  for  sinking  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  prepared 
a  preamble  thereto,  reported  the  same,  and  sundry  verl»l  amendments  be- 
ins  made  in  the  resolutions,  the  whole  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

whereas  these  United  States,  unprovided  with  revenues,  and  not  hereto- 
fore in  a  condition  to  raise  them,  have,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  re- 
peatedly been  under  the  necessity  of  emitting  bills  of  credit,  for  tiie  redemp- 
tion of  which  the  faith  of  these  United  States  has  been  solemnly  pledged, 
and  the  credit  of  which  their  honor  and  safety,  as  well  as  justice^  is  highljr 
concerned  to  support  and  establish ;  and,  whereas,  to  that  end,  it  is  essen  - 
tially  necessary  to  ascertain  the  periods  of  theirTedemption,  and  seasonably 
to  establish  funds  which,  in  due  time,  without  distressing  the  people,  shall 
make  adequate  provision  for  the  same  :  and  whereas,  in  appointing  the  pav- 
ments  for  the  said  fund,  it  is  expedient  that  an  extra  sum  be  called  for  the 
current  year,  both  on  account  of  the  present  ease  of  paying  it,  and  to  reduce 
the  surplus  in  circulation  ;  therefore, 

JResolved,  That  these  United  States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  respective 
quotas  of  15,000,000  of  dollars  for  the  vear  1779,  and  of  6,000,000  of  dollars 
annually  for  18  years,  from  and  after  the  year  1779,  as  a  fund  for  sinking  the 
emissions  and  loans  of  these  United  States,  to  the  Slst  of  December,  1778, 
inclusive: 

That  if  the  continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any  fur- 
ther emissions  necessary  the  jrear  ensuing,  they  shall  be  sank  in  the  manner 
and  within  the  period  aforesaid :    • 

That  any  of  the  bills  emitted  by  order  of  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  1780, 
and  no  others,  be  received  in  nayment  of  the  said  quotas : 

That  the  bills  received  on  tne  said  i^uotas,  except  those  for  the  year  ]  779, 
be  applied  first  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  secondly,  for  the  princi- 
pal ot  loans  made  by  these  United  States  prior  to  the  vear  1780,  and  that  the 
residue,  ti^ther  with  those  received  on  the  quotas  ot  the  year  1779,  be  not 
re-issued  but  burned  and  destroyed,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

Andv  whereas,  many  counterfeits  have  appeared  in  circulation,  of  various 
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Raolv^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  provisioa  de* 
partmeota :  the  member  chosen*  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee. 
A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read :  Whereupon, 
Mtmkeed,  That  col.  Rawliogs  and  snch  of  the  officers  of  his  corps  as  shall 
be  apfsiiit^  by  the  commander  in  chief,  forthwith  recruit  three  companies  of 
that  corps  to  the  full  complement : 

That  the  Tolttnteers  be  inlisted  for  the  war,  and  ordered  to  repair  to  Fort* 

Pitt: 

Tbateach  able  bodied  recmit  who  shall  pass  muster,  shaU  b6  allowed  such 

'  booflties  aa  are  or  shall  be  granted  by  Congress  for  recruiting  the  army  for 

the  eosniog  campaign ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  take  proper  measures  for 

carrjing  this  resolution  into  eftect. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  Philips,  was  read,  requesting  leave 
i»  go  into  New- York,  and  to  be  permitted  to  remain  tliere  six  weeks ; 
WHereapon, 

JZesoiiM,  That,  however  willing  Congress  may  be  to  •soften  the  rigors  of 
war  by  granting  every  indulgence  to  officers  who  are  prisoners,  yet  justice 
to  their  own  officers,  who  are  all  summoned  into  New-York,  forbids  their- 
granting  m^or-geueral  Philipa's  request. 

Ordered^  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  order  major-general 
Philips  immediately  to  repair  to  the  place  of  hta  destination  in  Virginm. 

Coogresa  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of 
llr.O.  Morris,  Mft  Reed,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  on  sundry  letters  from  major^ 
IBoeralMifflin)  late  <iuarter-master  general,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

"We,  your  committee,  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  irth  of  Au&rust  last, 
upon  simdry  letters  addressed  to  Congress  by  major-general  Mifflin,  late 
qsarter-master  general,  begteavrto  report, 

Tba^  apoD  pemsal  of  sundry  letters  wrote  hj  the  commander  in  chief 
daring  last  winter,  and  by  year  committee  then  sitting  in  camp,  it  appears 
that  the  troops  suffered  very  great  and  sore  distress  in  the  articles  of  provi* 
nons»  Car^,  and  camp  transportation ;  that  the  said  d  istress  is  therein  ascrib  - 
edta  the  neglect,  deficiencies,  or  other  mismanagement  of  the  said  department : 
That  Congress  on  the  1 1th  of  June  last,  passed  tlie  following  resolve,  viz. 
*^  That  gen.  Wasliington  be  directed  to  order  an  enquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  Gondoct  of  major-general  Mifflin,  late  quarter-master  general,  and  the 
other  officers  who  actd  under  him  in  that  department,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  extraordinary  deficiencies  thereof,  and  the  consequent  distresses  of 
the  anny,  were  chargeaMo  to  the  misconduct  of  die  said  quarter-master 
general,  or  any  of  the  said  officers,  that  a  court-martial  be  forniwith  held  on 
the  delitu|aents." 

That  it  does  not  appear  to  jFour  committee  that  any  proceedings  have 
been  since  had  thereupon.  Your  committee  also  beg  leave  to  add,  that  du- 
ring their  oonsideratkHi  of  this  matter,  information  was  given  to  them,  sup- 
ported by  sundry  affidavits,  from  which  it  appears  probable  that  during  the 
winter  1777^  and  the  sprini^  17r8|  when  the  army  was  in  the  suffering  state 
before  mentioBed,  sundry  brigades  of  wagons  in  the  public  service  were  sent 
to  New- Windsor,  N^wbnrg,  Hartford,  and  Boston,  with  flour  and  iron  on 
private  accounts,  and  brought  back  private  property;  that  it  also  appears 
probable  from  said  affidavits,  that  the  said  flour  and  iron  had  been  taken  as 
lor  public  use  at  the  regulated  prices  then  fixed  by  law ;  and  that  the  wagons 
daruf  such  tranaportmoo,  were  subsisted  at  the  different  posts  on  the  pub- 
lic forage ;  that  col.  Robert  Lettis  Hooper,  then  and  now  deputy  quarter- 
master-general,  appears  to  have  been  the  principal  director  of  the  said  wa- 
gons at  that  lime: 

Your  committee,  therefore,  under  all  these  circumstances  ofHhe  case,  re- 
port, that  if  the  said  resolution  of  the  11th  of  June  is  to  be  carried  into  eze- 
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FRIDAY.  Jannarjf  «2,  1779- 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  col.  Lambert  Cadwallader,  of  the  Pennsjivania 
forces^  to  the  board  of  war,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  requeating 
leave  to  resign  his  commission  : 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  M'r. 
G.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  19th  December 
last,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  letters  be  despatched  to  their  excellencies  the  goyemora 
of  Virsinia  and  North-Carolina,  earnestly  requesting  them  to  press  forward 
the  relief  formerly  recommended  bj  Congress  to  be  sent  from  those  states  to 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  such  further  assistance  as  may  be  rcquestetl 
bjr  the  commanding  oflScer  in  the  southern  department,  and  that  particular 
attention  be  paid  to  the  arming  them  in  the  best  manner  and  retaining  them 
as  Ions:  as  the  service  shall  render  it  necessary ;  and  that  the  governor  of 
Virginia  be  requested  to  send  forward  to  South-Carolina  such  part  of  the 
regiment  of  artillery  raised  by  the  state  of  Virginia  as  may  be  spiu*ed  on  that 
service.  *  ^  . 

In  debating  the  foregoing  resolution,  a  motion  was  made  to  amend  it  as  far 
as  it  respects  North-Carolina,  in  manner  following: 

<<That  the  president  write  to  the  governor  of  North -Carolina,  requesting 
him  to  lay  before  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  the  earnest  desire  of 
Congress  that  they  send  such  aid  of  militia  to  the  assistance  of  South -Caro- 
lina or  Georgia,  as  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department  shall 
request" 

An  amendment  on  the  amendment  was  moved  as  follows : 

*'  And  that  the  state  of  North-Carolina  be  requested  to  grant  such  farther 
assistance  as  may  be  requested  by  the  commanding  officer  in  tlie  southern 
department." 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


Uku^MDmij^Mrt,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Mosta'tetU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adkms^ 


RkMh-JMtBid, 

New-York, 


Fcnft$ff*vofuo, 


Mf.  Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Boot, 
Mr.  Jmy. 

l>uanc, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  RobeitieaUy 

S«trie, 


Ikhuvare,  Mr.  M'KeiiH 

Maryland,  Mr.  Paca, 

Henry, 
Virginia,  MT.  T.  Adaraa, 

M.  Sraithp 
North-Carolina,  Mr.  Pcnn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
8oidk4^€aroMna,  Mr.  Laurens, 

Dnyton, 
Hu&on, 


Mr.  I^mgworthjr,   no  )^m 


Clingao, 

Shippcn,         noj  Ototpa, 

So  it  passed  in  the  neg^tite. 

Question  put  on  the  amendment :  passed  in  the  negatife. 

CongreM  taok  into  conaidaration  the  report  of  the  committee,  conaistiog' 
of  Mr.  Duene,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  8.  Adams,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
tte  kon.  aieur  Gerard  to  the  marine  committee,  and  thereupon  pasMd  aia 
order,  that  the  committee  wait  on  the  sieur  Gerard  and  confer  with  him  oa 
the  sutqect  of  supplies  requested  by  hitti,  and  sife  him  a  candid  representa- 
tiob  of  thef  condition  of  our  resources  forflour^  bread,  &c.  from  the  best  infor- 
naiioa  we  hare  been  able  to  collect,  and  report  what  ought  and  may  be  done 
in  respect  to  the  supplies  asked. 

SATURDAT,  January  23,  1779. 
Mr.  Frelinghauseni  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended^ 
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fiarmms-general  and  other  officers  under  his  superintendeneet  to  attend  and 
penorm  such  duties  at  any  post  or  place,  as  a  change  of  the  position  of  the 
ariDTf  or  other  circumstancesy  may,  trom  time  to  time,  make  necessary,  and 
shall  be  Tec|uired  bj  the  commander  in  chief,  Dotwithstanding  sach  aeput^ 
director,  physician,  or  surgeon  is,  by  the  general  arrangement  of  the  hospi- 
tals, attached  to  a  particaUr  department ;  and  that  in  case  of  any  dispute 
concenibg  their  seniority  or  precedence,  the  director-general  shall  aetermine 
die  sane  In  the  first  instance,  the  party  supposing  himself  aggrieved  being 
at  iibcrty  to  appeal  for  redress  to  the  medical  committee. 

Maolwdj  That  the  director-general  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  supply, 
for  the  use  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  such  medicines  and  refreshments  as 
may  be  proper  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded  before  their  removal  to 
a  general  hoapital,  and  to  be  dispensed  under  the  care  and  at  the  discretion 
ofthe  phyaician  and  sur^on-s;eneral  of  the  army. 

Baohid,  That  an  additional  auditor  of  accounts  be  appointed  in  the  grand 
army. 

MONDAY,  January  25,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Wher^pon, 
Jiaoked,  ThftX  all  accounts  due  for  back  rations  pf  the  army  to  the  last 
day  of  December,  1776,  inclusive,  be  exhibited  to  the  auditors  of  the  army 
for  settlement,  before  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  or  not  afterwards  allowed. 

TUESDAY,  January  26,  1779. 

Hr.  M.  Smith  laid  before  Conjs^ress  sundry  papers,  which  he  informed  the 
house  contained  natters  of  public  information,  and  which  the  delegates  of 
ViigiBia  were  instructed  to  lay  before  Congress :  the  papers  beins  read,  are 

ist.  An  account,  headed  "  sums  advanced  for  the  state  of  Virgrnia,  by  the 
boo.  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  dated  the  3d  of  September  1778,"  and  undersigned 
"a  true  copy,  H.  Ford,  secretary ;"  on  which  is  endorsed  as  follows,  '<  the 
delegates  irom  the  state  of  Virginia  are  instructed  to  lay  this  paper  before 
Congress,  with  a  view  to  inform  them  that  Hezekiah  Ford,  who  signs  it  as 
secretaiy  to  the  hon.  Arthur  Lee,  hath  been  and  is  considered  by  the  ^vemor 
and  cooDcil  of  this  state  as  an  enemy  to  the  American  cause  of  mde^n- 
deuce,  and  by  no  means  a  fit  subject  to  be  near  the  person  of  an  Amencan 
commissioner  in  Europe,  or  entrusted  with  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  United 
^tes  or  of  their  allies.    January  the  25th,  1779." 

Ordered',  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  communicate  to  the  hon. 
Mr.  A.  Lee,  by  the  first  opportunity,  the  purport  of  the  above  endorsement, 
that  he  may  be  accquainted  with  the  character  of  Mr.  Ford. 

Second  paper.  A  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  dated 
December  the  18tli,  1778,'*  for  the  more  effectually  enabling  Congress  to 
comply  with  the  promise  of  a  bounty  in  lands  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army  on  continental  establii>hment" 

3d.  A  resolution  of  the  oeneral  assembly  of  Virginia,  directing  the  go- 
vernor tog^ve  Congress  iniormation  respecting  the  state  of  the  treasury  of 
that  state. 

Ordered,  That  this  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

W^EDNESDAY,  January  27, 1779. 

^etolved.  That  a  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  be  ^nted  to  the  marquis  de  Britigny,  and  that  he  be  recommended 
to  the  particular  notice  of  general  Washington. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  lettef 
from  capt.  Stpddard,  requesting  leave  of  awence  to  go  to  France  tor  the  re- 
n>very  of  his  health : 
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artm,  the  same  shoald  be  done  br  a  court  of  enouiry  and  court-martial  in 
tiie usual  manner;  and  thatcen.  Washington  be  airected  tojproceed  accord* 
iiiglY}  the  parties  concemdi  having  reasonable  notice.  Tour  committee 
allso'present  to  the  house  the  affidavits  thej  have  taken  and  the  minutes  of 
their  proceedinip,  to  be  disposed  of  as  Confess  think  proper  :*'  Whereupon, 

Eesolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  copj  thereof,  together  witn  the  affidavits,  &c.  therein 
mentioned,  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from  count  Mountfort,  major 
in  count  Pulaski's  legion,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  commission,  in  order 
to  return  home,  on  account  of  his  private  affairs :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  ne  be  allowed  his 
usual  rations  for  the  space  of  two  months,  provided  he  shall  not  embark  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  that  time. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens,  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
take  the  most  effectual  measures,  to  re-inlist  for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
all  such  of  the  continental  troops  as  are  not  expressly  engaged  for  that  period, 
as  well  as  for  raising  new  recruits  in  the  United  States,  to  complete  the 
btittalions  to  their  proper  complement ;  and  for  those  purposes,  besides  the 
bounties  of  clothinet  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  of  money  and  land 
heretofore  provideaby  Congress,  for  encouraging  the  recruiting  service,  to 
grant  to  each  able  bodied  soldier  now  in  the  service,  and  who  shall  volunta- 
rily re-inlist  during  the  war,  a  bounty  according  to  the  circumstances  of  his 
present  engagement,  but  not  to  exceed  in  any  case  SOO  dollars ;  and  to  each 
new  i-aised  recruit  who  shall  inlist  in  any  of  the  continental  battalions  da- 
ring the  war,  such  a  bounty  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  judge  |Mroper, 
but  not  to  exceed  200  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  officers  to  be  appointed  to  re-in- 
list during  the  war  such  of  the  soldiers  as  are  not  engaged  for  that  period, 
and  to  the  officers  to  be  appointed  to  recruit  the  new  levies  in  the  country 
respectively,  such  reward  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  thitik  fit,  in  the 
first  case  not  to  exceed  10  dollars,  nor  in  the  last  dO  dollars  for  each  able 
bodied  man  who  shall  pass  muster,  with  three  dollars  per  day  for  his  ex- 
penses whilst  in  the  recruiting  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  superintend  and 
direct  the  military  operations  in  all  the  departments  in  these  states,  snbject 
to  the  regulations  and  orders  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  which  are  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  by  him  to  the  departments  for 
which  they  shall  be  calculated,  except  in  cases  of  evident  necessity,  when 
they  may  be  sent  directly  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department,  ad- 
vising the  commander  in  chief  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissary  of  prisoners  reside  at  the  head-quarters  of 
die  army ;  that  he  shall  make  no  exchange  of  prisoners  but  such  as  shall  be 
directed  hy  Confess,  the  board  of  war,  or  commander  in  chief,  or  with  res- 
pect to  marine  prisoners,  by  the  marine  committee : 

That  all  future  instructions  respecting  his  department,  shall  be  transmit- 
ted to  him  through  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  whenever  the  commissary  shall  think  it  necessary  to  send  a  fia^  into 
the  enemy's  lines  with  provisions  for  the  prisoners  or  on  any  other  business, 
he  shall  make  application  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  will  judge  of  the 
cause  and  pr^riety  in  point  of  time  and  other  circumstances. 

Resolved,  That  the  director-general  of  the  medical  department  be  autho- 
rized and  instructed  to  enjoin  the  several  deputy  directors,  physicians,  and 
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Raelved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  te  require  of  sir  Henry 
CtintoD,  or  officer  commanding  the  British  troops,  the  same  de^e  of  jus- 
tice vitti  respect  to  the  British  officers,  prisoners  to  these  United  States, 
vhohave  broKen  their  parole,  which  this  Uongress  have  directed  to  be  done 
on  their  part  bj  the  preceding  resolution. 

SATURDAY,  January  80,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  with  an  extract  of 

a  fetter  firooo  gor.-Clinton  enclosed,  representing,  that  after  the  loss  of  the 

ferts  in  the  Highlands,  a  part  of  the  armj  was  detached  on  the  west  side  of 

tbe  rirer,  which,  joined  by  a  part  of  the  militia,  were  under  his  command ; 

that  the  river  beingthe  bounds  between  the  dilTerent  purchasing  commissaries, 

none  could  be  found  to  supply  the  troops ;  in  consequence  whereof  he  was 

reduced  to  the  necessity  of  taking  from  the  inhabitants  the  necessary  sup- 

^et  of  Sour  and  cattle,  which  were  delivered  to  the  issuing  commissaries, 

who  ^sMed  their  reqieipts  to  the  owners ;  that  similar  measures  were  taken 

by  the  qssrter-masters  to  obtain  forage ;  that  different  applications  have  been 

made  to  ha?e  these  accou  nts  settled  and  paid,  but  without  effect :  Whereupon, 

Xea^veij  That  the  quarter-master  and  commissary-^neral  be  authonzed 
and  directed  to  pay  such  of  the  said  accounts  as  are  certified  by  gov.  Clinton. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report 
of  the  2S2d,  brought  in  another  report ;  Whereupon, 

Asotced,  That  all  accounts  for  back  rations  of  the  army  to  the  last  day  of 
Beeeniber,  1776,  inclusive,  be  exhibited  to  the  auditors  of  the  army  for  set- 
tieneiit,  bj  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  or  not  afterwards  allowed : 

That  lach  accounts  due  to  any  officers  or  soldiers  in  the  regiments  or  corps 
now  ID  service,  be  collected  in  the  following  form : 

Aetmmt  9f  rtUumt  due  to  officert  and  aoldiert  of  the  regiment  or  corps  eommanded  ly 

to  wfan  I  FhMn  what  I  To  wUt  I  n.,.     I  Namber  of  |  Price  of  »•  I  r.«.i,i^    |     Whole 
doe.     I      time.      |     time.    \^^^'    \    mtion..     |       tkmi.       |  Ca-aalUes.  j   ^^^^^^^ 

and  ^t  in  the  column  of  casualties  the  names  of  all  absentees,  except  those 

on  coiDBand  or  furlouehf  be  inserted : 

That  the  accounts  formed  into  such  abstracts  be  attested  before  the  com- 
manding cAcer  of  tiie  brigade,  and  that  warrants  issue  for  the  amount  of 
them  in  fiivor  of  the  pay -masters  of  the  respective  regiments,  and  that  they 
pay  out  the  moneys  received  thereon.       ^ 

Etnlvedt  That  three  commissioners  be  appointed  to  examine  with  the 
treasurer  of  loans,  and  destroy  the  bills  of  credit  of  these  United  States  of 
the  emissions  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  11, 1773,  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  of  treasury. 

MONDAY,  February  1,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth  of  January,  frpm  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  respect'* 
ing  the  snppliea  of  the  troops  on  the  western  frontiers ;  Whereupon, 

Ruolvedt  That  the  commander  in  chief  give  such  directions  as  he  may 
think  proper  for  arranging  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's  depart- 
ments to  the  westwani,  any  resolutions  of  Congress  notwithstanding  $  and 
that  for  his  information  tiie  secretary  be  directed  to  lay  before  him  the  several 
letters  on  that  subject  from  col.  O.  Moi^gan  to  Congress ;  and  that  the  board 
of  war  communicate  to  him  all  necessary  intelligence  that  may  have  come  to 
them  reapectinft  the  same  subject. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  the  president  of  Pennsylvania  in  council,  with 
sundry  papers  edclosed,  was  read,  representing,  that  major  Ciarkson,  aid- 
de-camp  to  major-general  Arnold,  has  refused  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
iaid  president  and  Se  executive  council. of  Pennsylvaniat  to  attend  the  '^'^^ 
Vo;L,m-  25 
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Ordered,  That  a  furlough  be  granted  to  capt  Stoddard  for  the  purpose 
nentipned  in  his  letter. 

The  first  resolution  passed  the  23d,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief,  being  re-considered,  and  nmndrj 
amendments  moved  thereto : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution,  together  with  the  araendment8»  be  re- 
committed. 

Ordered,  That  the  president  furnish  themarqvis  de  Britigny  with  the 
commission  granted  to  him,  and  expedite  as  soon  as  nossible  the  despat«Aes 
to  count  d'£staing9  giving  the  marquis  such  letters  of  credence  and  inntruG- 
tioDS  as  the  president  shall  judge  proper,  consistent  with  the  views  of  Con- 
gress as  expressed  in  their  resolutions  of  the  9Std ; 

That  tlie  captain  of  the  vessel  in  which  the  marquis  may  embark,  receive 
such  orders  as  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  president  of  Congress,  and  chairman 
of  the  marine  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  council  employed  to  prosecute  Cornelius  Sweers,  be 
authorized  to  deliver  to  him  such  of  hts  private  napers  as  do  not  relate  to  the 
complaint  against  him,  and  copies  of  ail  such  otner  papers  ss  his  conneii  may 
judge  necessary  for  his  defence. 

THURSDAY,  January  2^,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Ellery,Mr.M.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Heni^y,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  baron  de  Thulier,  brought 
in  a  report ;  which,  together  with  a  report  fronuthe  board  of  war  respecting 
Mods.  M%uleon,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  president  be  desired  to  write  letteM  to  the  baron  de 
Thulier  and  Mons  de  Mauleon,  thanking  them  for  the  offer  of  their  services 
to  the  United  States,  and  informing  them  that  as  the  situation  of  affairs  do 
not  admit  of  their  being  employed  in  the  public  service  in  stations  suitable  to 
their  merit|  Congress  cannot  have  the  pleasure  of  accepting  the  offers  of  their 
service : 

And  as  these  gentlemen  have  been  Ions  in  attending  the  decision  of  Con- 
gress upon  their  applications,  and  have  Uiereby  sustained  a  heavy  expense, 
and  will  also  sustain  an  additional  expense  in  their  return  to  Eorcpe: 

Resolved,  That  1500  dollars  be  granted  to  each  of  them,  to  enable  them  to 
return  to  Europe. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  from  the 
tommissary  of  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came 
to  the  following  resolutbns : 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  in  behalf  of  ur  Henry  Clinton,  command- 
ing the  British  troops  in  Kew-York,  that  some  officers  of  the  army  of  these 
United  States  have  withdrawn  themselves  from  captivity  contrary  to  their 
paroles ;  and  such  a  breach  of  public  honor  and  private  faith  being  in  every 
view  reprehensible  and  injurious : 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  make  strict  enquiry 
into  the  truth  of  the  said  allegation,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  be  well  founded , 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  causing  every  officer  who  ^hall  have  es- 
caped from  captivity  in  violation  of  his  parole,  to  be  returned  within  the 
enemy's  lines,  or  to  order  the  commissary  of  prisoners  to  account  in  his 
cscbaiige  for  all  such  officers,  in  such  manner  as  is  agreeable  to  the  practice 
and  to  the  |M4nciples  which  have  heretofore  r^latea  exchanges  between  the 
two  arniies,  and  to  report  the  names  of  such  officers  to  the  board  of  war : 

And  it  being  farther  represented  to  Congress  by  the  commissary  of  pri- 
soners, that  divers  British  officers,  prisoners  to  these  states,  have  violated 
^ir  paroles: 
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Madved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  require  of  sir  Henry 
CUntoQ.  or  officer  commandine  the  British  troops,  the  same  decree  of  jus- 
tice wVAi  respect  to  the  British  officers,  prisoners  to  these  United  States, 
wbohcrebroKen  their  parole*  which  this  Uongress  have  directed  to  be  done 
on  tbdr  part  bj  the  preceding  resolution. 

SATURDAY,  January  SO,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  with  an  extract  of 

a  letter  from  gov.-Clinton  enclosed,  representing,  that  after  the  loss  of  the 

Arts  in  the  Highlands,  a  part  of  the  army  was  detached  on  the  west  side  of 

tfae  river,  which,  joined  by  a  part  of  the  militia,  were  under  his  command ; 

tbat  the  river  being  the  bounds  between  the  different  purchasing  commissaries, 

Bone  Gonld  li^  found  to  aupply  the  troops ;  in  consequence  whereof  he  was 

reduced  to  the  necessity  of  taking  from  the  inhabitants  the  necessary  sup- 

^es  eC  Soar  and  cattle,  which  were  delivered  to  the  issuing  commissaries, 

w^  pisied  their  re<;eipts  to  the  owners ;  that  similar  measures  were  taken 

by  IM  <{airter-masters  to  obtain  forage ;  that  different  applications  have  been 

lasde  to  have  these  accounts  settled  and  paid,  but  without  effect :  Whereupon, 

MaoMlj  That  the  quarter  ^master  and  commissary-^neral  be  authonzed 

Mod  directoi  to  pay  such  of  the  said  accounts  as  are  certified  by  gov.  Clinton. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report 

of  the  22d,  braugfat  in  another  report ;  Whereupon, 

Rmtndj  That  all  accounts  for  back  rations  of  the  army  to  the  last  day  of 
Becenher,  1776,  inclusive,  be  exhibited  to  the  auditors  of  the  army  for  set- 
tkneat,  ij  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  or  not  afterwards  allowed : 

That  sach  accounts  due  to  any  officers  or  soldiers  ii^  the  regiments  or  corps 
now  IB  Mrrice,  be  collected  in  the  following  form : 

Jeeumi  of  rationt  due  to  officers  and  aoldtert  of  the  regiment  or  corps  eommanded  ly 

and  diat  in  the  column  of  casualties  the  names  of  all  absentees,  except  those 

on  comnuid  or  furloueh,  be  inserted : 

TbMt  (be  accounts  formed  into  such  abstracts  be  attested  before  the  com- 
■MBcfing  officer  of  the  brigade,  and  that  warrants  issue  for  the  amount  of 
them  in  favor  of  the  pay -masters  of  the  respective  regiments,  and  that  they 
pay  oat  the  moneys  received  thereon.      ^ 

IKfiMliMd,  That  thi-ee  commissioners  be  appointed  to  examine  with  the 
treasorer  of  loans,  and  destroy  the  bills  of  credit  of  these  United  States  of 
the  eraissioDs  of  May  20, 1777,  and  April  11, 1773,  under  the  direction  of 
(he  boacd  of  treasury. 

MONDAY,  Ftbruary  1,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th  of  January,  frpm  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  respect'* 
iif  the  supplies  of  the  troops  on  the  western  frontiers ;  Whereupon, 

Beaoltm,  That  the  commander  in  chief  give  such  directions  as  he  may 
think  proper  for  arranging  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's  depart- 
ments to  the  westward,  any  resolutions  of  Congress  notwithstanding ;  and 
that  &r  his  information  the  secretary  be  directed  to  lay  before  him  the  several 
letters  on  that  subject  from  col.  O.  Morgan  to  Congress  $  and  that  the  board 
of  war  communicate  to  him  all  necessary  intelligence  that  may  have  come  to 
them  respecting  the  same  subject. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th,  from  the  president  of  Pennsylvania  in  council,  with 
nudiy  papers  edclosed,  was  read,  representing,  that  major  CUrkson,  aid- 
de-camp  to  major-general  Arnold,  has  refused  to  obey  the  summons  of  the 
«iid  president  and  uie  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  attend  the  said 
Vo;t,I».  s:5 
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coQQcil  on  a  complaint  against  him  for  granting  a  recoinmendatton  to  Miss 
Levy,  to  go  into  New-York,  contrary  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  Slst 
ef  Augaat,  177S,  and  representing  further,  that  the  said  refusd  was  copceived 
in  Terr  indecent  and  disrespectful  terms : 

On  motion  that  the  same  oe  committed  i  the  yeas  and  nays 
by  Mr.  Roberdeau, 

^N^'Hcumpshtrtj  ICr.  Whipple, 
JHdtt^attt-Bajf,  Mr.  Oerry, 

LoveU, 


Jthodc-liland, 
ConnecHciU, 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUeiy, 
«     Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jfty, 

Lewis 

FloYd, 
Mr.  t^etl. 


no  yno 

119  ym 

noj 


I 


no 


no 
no 
no' 

tiOJ 
no' 


Iklawaref 
Maryland, 


Virgtnuh 

J>r.'Caro!ina, 
S^'Car^UnOf 

GeorgiOf 


Mr.  M'Kean,  fio  yn» 

Mr.  Paca,  #m>  1 

Cannicbftel,    0jf  J  no 

Henry, 

Mr.,T.  Adam% 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  HiU, 

Burke, 
Mr,  Laurens 

Drayton, 

Ilutson, 


'no>n^ 

#lO>fll» 

fio3 


Mr.  Langworthy,  ♦lo  ^nO 


Xno 

Fre]]nghausen,n0  3 

PeimnfhwmAa^   Mr.  Roberaeau,  no^ 

Cfingaiiy  no  I 

Searfe,  no  >fio 

Atiee,  no  I 

Shippen,  noJ 

Ordered^  That  mijor  Clarkson*  aid-de*camp  to  major-general  Arnold^  do 
not  leave  the  city  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

TUESDAY,  February  2,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smithy  Mr. 
6.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Hutson,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
inander  in  chief  respecting  the  aid  necessary  tp  be  sent  to  South-Carolina 
and  Geoigia,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  count  Pulaski  be  ordered  to  march  with  his  le^on  to  South- 
Carolina,  and  put  himself  under  the  command  of  major-'gen.  Lincoln,  or  the 
xommanding  officer  of  the  southern  department : 

That  the  continental  troops  in  North-Carolina,  said  to  be  on  furlough,  be 
Immediately  called  in  and  ordered  to  march  into  South-Carolina,  and  follow 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  as  aforesaid  : 

That  the  governments  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina  be  requested  to 
afford  all  possible  aid  to  Sooth-Carolina  and  Georgia,  of  men,armS|and  other 
necessary  articles,' at  the  continental  expense : 

That  orders  be  immediately  issued  for  transporting  to  South-Carolina,  by 
the  most  safe  and  expeditious  carriage,  128  barrels  of  gun-powder,  and  1^ 
chests  of  arms  at  Edebton,  and  125  chests  of  arms  at  Baltimore;  all  the 
property  of  the  United  States : 

That  col.  de  Cambray  be  ordered  to  repair  4o  Baltimore  and  Eden  ton, 
Ind  to  expedite  the  transportation  $  that,  for  this  purpose,  he  be  furnished 
^  with  proper  letters  from  the  president  of  Congress  to  the  governors  of  Mary- 
*  land  and  North-Carolina: 

That  fixed  ammunition  of  4000  six  pound,  4000  four  pound,  and  4000 
|;rane  iron  shot,  80  barrels  of  musket  powder,  and  2000  weight  of  ball  or 
uao,  be  transported  from  Philadelphia  to  South-Carolina  by  sea : 

That  the  marine  committee  do  provide  and  despatch  a  proper  vessel,  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  on  this  service : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to.  order  one  or  more  engineers 
to  rejpair  immediately  to  South-Carolina,  for  the  service  of  the  southern  de* 
partmentf  if  he  shall  judge  it  necessary. 
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A  letter*  of  the  SOth'  of  Jannarj,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  repre* 
senting  that  the  firm  of  the  house  in  which  Mr.  Penet  is  engaged,  is  Messrs. 
Penel,  Windel  &  Co.  and  that  Mr.  Gouloux's  name  is  not  to  appear  in  the 
agreenent ;   Whereupon, 

JfflwfeedyThat,  instead  of  Messrs.  Penet  &Coaloux,  mentioned  in  the  re* 
solDdoB  of  the  del  of  Januarr,  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  contract  with 
r.F^aet,  for  himself,  Wiijdel  &(/q.  for  a  suitable  number  of  mialirtB,  with 
bajooets  of  a  proper  size,  and  other  arms,  to  be  manufactured  in  these 
states,  agreeably  to  the  proposals  recited,  previous  to  the  resolution  above 
nentioned. 

A  report  being  received  from  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Pica,  Mr.  D^er,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  appeals,  of  January  I9th,  1779: 

TW  sense  of  the  house  was  requireii,  whether  it  be  in  order  that  reports, 
'vVkeu  received,  be  read  :  on  the  question,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
l%e  report  was  then  read : 

Ordered  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Thursday  next, 
aad  that  Omigress  then  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider 
the  laoe. 

WEDNESDAY,  Fehrmry  3,  ]779l 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Boolwd,  That  5,000,160  dollars  in  bills  of  credit,  be  emitted  under  At 

4\ret^sf  the  board  of  treasury, and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States: 
That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 

•9  the  emasion  directed  on  the  14th  of  December  last,  and  be  numbered  from 

fieijjf  oiifflber  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  fol- 

ioirui^  denominations,  viz. 


^STZSbUbof  60aoU«neacb,  1,363,680 

22,728   do.      50  1,136*400 

'A728   do.      40  909,120 

^2^28  do.      SO  681,840 

22,738  do.      20  454,560 


22,738  bilk  of    8  doUan  eacb» 
22,r28    do.         7 
22,728    do.       ,  5 


181,824 
159,096 
113.640 


Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  a  report 
of  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  2Sd  of  January ;  and,  afler  some  time  spent 
thereon,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  ana  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that 
the  committee  had  come  to  a  resolution  thereon^  which  he  was  ready  to 
report: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  now  received. 

ITie  report  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  20,000,000  of  dollars  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  that  loan-office  certiB- 
cates  for  the  same,  of  such  denominations  as  the  board  of  treasury  shall 
think  proper,  be  forthwith  struck  and  sent  to  the  continental  loan-offices,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  report,  the  yeaS  and  nays  being  re- 
<\uired  by  Mr.  Burke, 


New-BampMre,  ^fr.  Whipple, 

Mm^ttU-Ba^n  Hr.  Geny» 

LoveH, 
HoHen, 

Vhde-IOmd^      Mr.  Elleiy, 

Colfinfl, 

CffOMCflfes^         Mr.  Dyer, 

EUnrortby 
Boot, 


A*<w-r«pAr»        Mr«  J«y» 

Duane, 


^ew^eney. 


l^wis, 
Floyd, 
Mr.FeU,  ay? 

Frelinghsusen,  atf  y  ^ 
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Pmnsyhxmia,     Mr.  Roberdeau,  ajTi 

Clingan,  ay  I 

Shippen,  ay  W 

Atlee,  ay  I 

Searle,  ajfj 

JklaufOfe^  Mr.  M«&eaD,  ay  ^ay 


y.'CaroHna, 
S.'Ci»roSnaf 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee» 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Draj^oDt 

Hutaon, 


So  it  was  reaoWed  in  the  affirmative. 

THURSDAY,  February  4,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  3i],  from  colonel  Armand,  was  read ;  whereupon,  the  reporl 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  was 
read :  and,  thereupon, 

Resolv^y  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  give  the  necessarj 
orders  for  recruiting  the  corps  commanded  by  general  count  Pulaski  and 
colonel  Armand  respectively,  to  their  full  complement  of  infantry,  to  be  in- 
listed  for  the  war,  and  to  receive  the  continental  bounties  granted  to  the 
rest  of  the  infantry. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  proceed  in  ftuc:h 
manner  as  he  shall  judge  expedient,  to  complete  the  arrangement  of  the 
army,  and  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of  officers  under  the  degree  of  briga- 
dier, agreeably  to  the  principles  established  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the 
fl4th  day  of  November,  1778  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  furnidi  him  with 
copies  01  the  proceedings  of  the  late  committee  of  arrangement. 

A  lettei^  of  the  22d  of  December,  1778,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
at  Boston,  in  favor  of  Mens,  de  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville,  and  also  a  peti- 
tion from  major  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville,  praying  to  be  favored  with  the 
brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel,  were  read  : 

On  the  the  question.  Resolved^  That  the  rank  prayed  for  by  major  Noir- 
mont be  not  granted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  Sd,  from  colonel  Armand, 
soliciting  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet : 

On  the  question  put.  Resolved^  That  the  rank  solicited  by  colonel  Ar- 
mand be  not jnanted. 

Ordered,  Tnat  Mr.  Laurens  have  leave  of  absence. 

FRIDAY,  February  5,  1779. 

A  letter,  from  colonel  Armand  was  read,  begging  leave  to  return  to 
France  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  uongress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  disinterested  zeal  and  ser- 
vices of  colonel  Armand,  marouis  de  Rouerie,  but  are  restrained  from  mani- 
festing their  good  opinion  of  him  by  further  promotion,  as  the  same  won  Id 
be  incompatible  witii  the  arrangement  of  the  American  army ;  and  that  on 
his  own  request  he  have  leave  to  return  to  France :  that  upon  his  departure 
the  president  grant  him  such  certificate,  as  the  recommendations  or  cerd- 
ficates  he  may  have  received  from  die  commander  in  chief  or  other  general 
officers  under  whom  he  hath  served,  may  entitle  him  to. 

A  letter,  of  Jainuary  Ist,  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  was  read,  re- 
commending Mr.  Houden,  a  French  officer,  second-lieutenant  in  colonel 
Biaelow's  regiment;  Whereupon, 

Mesolved,  That  Mr.  Houden  be  informed  that  he  will  receive  promotion 
according  to  the  rules  established  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

MONDAY,  February  8,  1779. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr. 
Dver,  Mr.  Floyd,  to  whom  was  referred  a  representation  of  the  delegates  of 
Rhode-Island,  brought  in  a  report  |  Whereupon*.  Congress  came  to  the  foU 
lowing  resolution : 
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Whereas  Ike  delc^tes  of  the  state  of  Rliode-lsland  and  Proviclenct 
FltntatioD8»  in  pursoance  of  an  express  vote  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
sa\d%tate,have  represented  to  Congi^ss  that  many  of  its  inhabitants,  espe- 
rally  tiiMe  who  have  come  off  from  the  island  of  Rhode-Ma  nd,  must  inevi- 
tably  perish  unless  they  are  speedily  sappKed  with  the  necessaries  of  life, 
andhave  in  the  strongest  terms  requested  us  to  recommend  to  the  states  of 
Csoaecticat  and  New-York,  to  repeal  their  acts  laying  aa  embargo  on  pro- 
TisMMStSo&ras  respects  supplying  the  said  inhabitants  with  provisions  by 
had: 

i7<fo(oMl,  That  the  president  write  to  the  governors  of  the  states  of  Con- 
necdcat  and  New- York,  requesting  them  to  afford  such  supplies  of  flour  an^ 
other  vrovinom  for  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Inland  and 
Provioeiice  Plantatioos  as  their  necessities  call  for,  so  far  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  and  under  such  regulations  as  may  best  answer  the  end  proposed. 

TUESDAY,  February  9, 1779. 

Hie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  'Whereupofi, 

Bttoi  ^  That  there  be  hereafter  five  auditors  for  the  army,  whilst  the 
drcamst  .^^es  of  the  war  shall  render  it  necessary  :  that  the  board  of  trea- 
saiy  ha#e  power  to  order  the  said  auditors  respectively  to  repair  to  and 
lettJe  accounts  in  the  main  army  or  any  detachment,  and  to  give  the  auditors 
proper  instructions  for  conducting  this  business,  agreeable  to  the  institution 
of  the  office  and  direction  of  the  board. 

Conpess  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  auditor ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
tiken,  Mr.  William  Bedlow  was  elected. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  Root,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  7th 
of /uiQary,from  Joan  Guarcia  IMiarti,  &c.  and,  thereupon, 

Bnolvedj  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  be 
anthorized  and  requested  to  pay  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  snow 
"  Our  Lady  of  Mount  Carmel  and  St.  Antonio"  and  her  cargo,  and  also  to 
deliver  what  unsold  effects  they  still  have  in  charge  belonging  to  the  same 
concern  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  snow  and  cargo,  his  or  their  or- 
der, or  certain  attorney. 

Asolved,  That  the  said  board  be  requested  to  inform  such  owner  or  attor- 
ney, that  remedy  may  be  had  at  law  against  the  captors  or  their  owners,  for 
any  special  damages  arising  from  the  capture  of  the  said  snow. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Ellerjr,  Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  T.  Adams,  to  whom  was  referred  the  information  given 
to  Congress  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  dated  the  11th  and  16th  of  January, 
1779,  and  that  received  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  January  15th,  17799 
respecting  the  conduct  of  Robert  Morris,  esq.  in  transaction  the  commercial 
business  of  these  United  States,  particularly  relating  to  the  ship  Farmer, 
captain  Dashiel,  loacfed  at  Baltimore,  and  captured  by  the  enemy,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  10,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Jonathan  Brewer,  captain-lieutenant  in  colonel 
Proctor's  regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  resign  his 
commission: 

Begolved,  That  captain-lieutenant  J.  Brewer  h^ve  leave  to  resign,  and 
tiiat  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  Moos.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville,  was  read  pray- 
ing to  have  leave  to  return  to  France,  and  that  the  certificate  of  brigadier 
Parsons  in  his  favor,  which  he  delivered  to  the  board  of  war  to  be  annexed  to' 
their  report,  nay  be  retuwed  to  him : 
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Resolved,  That  Mons.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville  hare  leave  to  return  to 
France,  and  that  the  certificate  of  brigadier  PanuHis,  mentioned  in  his  let- 
ter, be  returned  to  him. 

A  letter,  of  January  28t)i,  from  Robert  Morris,  was  read,  requesting,  as 
insinuations  have  been  thrown  out  against  him,  in  this  hoose,  respeeting  the 
books  of  the  secret  committee,  that  a  special  committee  maj  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  entries  and  settlements  made  by  him  in  those  books,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  expenditure  of  public  money  entrusted  to  him,  and  to  the  late 
house  of  Willing,  Morris  &  Co.  and  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their  and 
his  present  unsettled  dependencies  with  the  United  States ;  and  that  ^e 
said  committee  be  directed  to  report  to  the  house  specially  on  the  premises^ 
in  order  that  his  conduct  may  be  truly  understood  in  Congress,  and  from 
thence  be  made  known  to  the  public  by  the  best  authority. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  hit 
seat  in  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  Fehrtutry  It,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  January  I6th,  from  J.  Powel,  president  of  the  council  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, was  read,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed  :  Whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  the  said  letter,  and  papers  enclosed,  be  transmitted  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be  directe<l  to  give  orders  for  bringing  to 
courts -martial  the  several  persons  accused  of  misdemeanors  in  the  report 
therein  referred  to. 

Mr.  Laurens  having  yesterday,  after  reading  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee and  other  papers  referred  to,  informed  Congress  in  his  place,  that 
from  a  part  of  Mr.  Morris's  vindication,  he  recollected  a  circumstance  which 
had  come  to  his  knowledge  since  this  subject  had  been  in  agitation  in  Con- 
gress, which  might  more  fully  clear  up  Mr.  Morris's  conduct ;  and  that  as  his 
sole  view  had  been  to  do  justice,  it  would  give  him  the  highest  pleasure  to  be 
an  instrument  in  doing  justice  to  Mr.  Morris,  and  promised  to  explain  him- 
self this  morning ;  accordingly  he  produced  a  paper,  containing  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  secret  or  commercial  committee,  dated  October  ^th, 
1776,  containing  advice  to  Thomas  Morris,  commercial  agent  at  Nantz,  of 
their  having  chartered  a  new  ship  at  Baltimore,  which  Mr.  Laurens  s^d  fae 
was  persuaded  and  has  no  doubt,  was  the  ship  Farmer ;  that  his  recollection 
sprung  from  hearing  the  words,  new  ship,  read  in  Mr.  Morris's  vindication  ; 
that  it  afforded  him  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  produce 
an  evidence,  which,  in  his  opinion,  put  it  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  ship  Far- 
mer, captain  Dashiel,  had  been  loaded  on  pt^blic  account,  and  moved  the 
house  to  receive  the  said  extract,  and  to  aad  it  to  the  other  papers  which 
were  delivered  in  by  the  committee  and  read  yesterday :  the  saiu  extract  was 
accordingly  received  and  added  to  the  other  papers. 

The  report  was  then  resumed  and  read,  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  information  given  to  Congress 
by  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens,  dated  the  11th  and  I6th  of  January,  1779,  and 
that  received  from  the  hon.  Mr.  Lewis,  dated  the  15th  of  January,  1779, 
respecting  the  conduct  of  Robert  M6rris,  esq.  in  tranaactios  the  commer- 
cial business  of  these  United  States,  particularly  relating  to  ueship  Farmer, 
capt.  Dashiel,  loaded  at  Baltimore  and  captured  by  the  enemy,  report* 

"  That  your  committee  having  notified  their  appointment  to  the  said  Ro- 
bert Morris,  and  furnished  him  with  copies  of  the  aoove  written  informations, 
and  having  requested  his  attendance,  met  according  to  order,  and  received 
his  defence  in  writing,  dated  January  22d,  1779,  to  which  your  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer,  as  well  as  to  the  vouchers  referred  to  by  the  said  Robert 
Morris,  in  his  said  defence  : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  said  Robert  Morris,  was  a 
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member  of  the  secret  committee,  and  from  the  miButesof  the  said  committed 
oCthe  X5th  of  August  and  90th  of  September^  extracts  of  which  are  herewith 
delivered*  and  from  the  testimooj  or  J.  Brown,  then  clerk  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, it  appears  that  the  said  secret  committee,  from  the  confidence  in  the 
int^tj  Of  the  said  Rotert  Morris,  from  a  knowledge  of  his  commercial 
iMitiet^aDd  from  a  conviction  of  his  extensive  commercial  connexions  both 
tbroail  and  in  America,  would  enable  him  to  execute  with  facility  the  con- 
tinental ooaiinercial  affiiirs,  requested  the  said  Robert  Morrris,  and  autho- 
riied  him  to  purchase  up  produce  in  the  different  states  on  continental  ac- 
annU  and  to  export  the  sane*  and  entrusted  him  solelj  with  the  transac* 
tioBftofthia  basiness: 

That  it  appears  to  jour  committee,  from  the  testiroonj  of  the  said  J. 

Brown,  that  when  the  said  Robert  Morris  was  entrusted  and  authorized  as 

iforesidd,  it  was  known  and  nuderstood  by  the  said  secret  committee,  that 

Uifarduses,  aforesaid,  were  tobe^made  undercover  of  thefirm  of  Willing, 

Mwm  &.  Co.  and  exported  nnder  the  like  cover,  as  circumstances  should 

direct,  snd  that  this  mode  was  adopted  to  prevent  the  rising  of  the  price  of 

produce  and  hire  of  vessels,  which  generally  happens  when  it  is  known  that 

purchases  and  contracts  are  making  on  the  public  account : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  testimony  of  John  Brown, 

Peter  Whiteside,  and  Beiijainin  Hogeland,  (whose  depositions  are  herewith 

delivered)  that  the  ship  Farmer  was  chartered  on  the  continental  account, 

tboa^  under  the  firm  of  Willing,  Morris  &  Co.  and  that  her  load  of  iron 

and  tflbtccoy  except  50  hogsheads,  was  purchased  and  shipped  also  on  con- 

tineatnl  iccottnt;  and  that  the  said  ship  bein^thus  chartered,  and  the  said 

load  of  iron  and  tobacco  so  purchased,  and  shipped,  were  facts  well  known 

tothe  nid  John  Brown,  Peter  Whiteside,  and  Benjamin  Hc^land ;  the  said 

Jdm  Brovm  being  the  said  Robert  Morris's  agent  in  the  transaction,  and 

tiiesaid  Peter  Wmtesideand  Benjamin  Hogeland,  being  clerks  of  Willing, 

Morris  &  Co. 

That  it  appears  from  the  testimony  of  John  Brown,  then  clerk  of  the  said 
secret  committee,  that  the  chaKer-party  of  the  said  ship  Farmer,  was  lodged 
in  the  sfice  before  the  said  committee  removed  to  Baltimore,  and  therefore 
known  to  the  said  committee  before  the  loading  or  sailing  of  the  said  ship : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  chartering  of  the  said  snip 
under  the  firm  of  Willing,  Morris  &  Co.  the  fillinsup  the  bills  of  lading, 
fiormiog  the  special  -contract  as  endorsed  on  one  of  them,  and  drawing  the 
instrument  of  valuation  in  the  manner  and  terms  as  the  said  several  instru- 
ments of  writing  are  exprest,  were  merely  precautions  calculated  to  give  the 
whole  transaction  tlie  colour  of  a  private  commercial  concern,  correspondent 
Id  the  plan  adopted  by  the  said  Robert  Morris,  declared  and  made  known  to 
the  said  secret  eommittee,  and  founded  on  the  reasons  above  su^ested  : 

That  your  committee  are  farther  confirmed  in  this  idea,  from  observing 
tiiat  the  like  measures  were  taken  in  the  chartering  and  loading  the  ship 
Aurora,  and  from  its  beiitg  proved  to  your  committee,  by  the  testimony  of 
the  said  Benjamin  Hogeland,  the  said  Robert  Morris's  clerk,  that  the  said 
Williog,  Morris  &  Co.  did  not  charter  or  load  any  chartered  ship  for  their 
owa  account  and  risque  during  the  time  the  said  Robert  Morris  was  entrust- 
ed and  authorized  as  aforesaid : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  said  Robert  Morris's  defence 
in  writine  is  toll  and  explicit  on  every  fact,  circumstance  and  question  stated 
in  the  information  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Lewis,  and  is  suppor- 
ted by  clear  and  satisfactory  vouchers ;  and  your  committee  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  said  written  defence,  particularly  as  to  such  faSts,  circumstances 
or  questions  aforesaid,  as  your  committee  have  not  specially  reported. 
Upon  the  whole,  yeur  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  said  Robert  Mor- 
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rig  has  clearly  and  fullj  vindicated  himself;  and  joar  committee  are  further 
of  opinion,  that  the  said  Robert  Morris  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  com- 
mitted to  him  by  the  said  secret  committee*  so  far  as  his  conduct  has  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  your  committee*  has  acted  with  fidelity  and  integrity,  and 
an  honorable  zeal  for  the  happiness  of  his  country." 

Congress  taking  into  consiaeration  the  said  report,  and  the  papers  accom- 
panying and  referred  to  in  the  same : 
Resolved  unanimoudyt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report :    ' 
Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  January  the  29th,  from  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  foregoing  report. 
The  committee  on  tiie  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Wnereupon, 
Besolved^  That  the  accounts  of  the  regimental  pay-masters  be  settled  at 
least  once  a  quarter,  and  rendered  agreeably  to  sucn  forms  as  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved^  That  a  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  appointed,  with  the  salary 
of  2000  dollars  per  annum. 

SATURDAY,  Jfeftrtwry  13,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  inform  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his 
most  Christian  majesty,  that  Congress  will  take  the  subject  of  his  memorials 
of  the  9th  inst  into  immediate  consideration,  and  that  if  he  wishes  to  c<»n- 
municate  any  thing  farther  to  them.  Congress  will  receive  the  same  from  him 
in  a  private  audience. 

Resolved^  That  all  private  audiences  given  to  foreign  ministers,  be  held 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  col.  Hartley,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign 
his  commission ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  reasons  offered  by  col.  Hartley  for  resigning  his  com- 
mission are  satisfactory,  and  therefore  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  colonel  Hartley's  merit 
and  services. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  warrant  for  94,000  dollars  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  in  favor  of  the  pay-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, to  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  by  order  from  that  board,  to  col.  Aj- 
mand,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  bis  corps,  which  shall  not  exceed  the 
complement  oi  a  regiment,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  sums  he  shall  so 
receive : 

That  brigadier-general  Pulaski  be  authorized,  as  casualties  happen,  to  re- 
cruit men  to  keep  up  the  infantry  in  his  corps  to  its  original  establishment, 
and  that  a  warrant  for  50,000  dollars  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  pajr-mastar 
of  the  board  of  war,  to  be  paid  to  brigadier-general  Pulaski,  or  his  order, 
from  time  to  time,  fur  the  purpose  before  mentioned,  and  to  re-inlist  during 
the  war  the  men  of  his  corps,  whose  times  are  about*expiring,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  sums  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  men,  inhabitants  of  these  states,  who  shall  be  re- 
cruited in  the  corps  of  gen.  Pulaski,  and  colonel  Armand,  in  any  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  credit^  to  the  quota  of  the  state  in  which  they  shall  be  inlist- 
ted,  thev  not  being  inhabitants  of  any  other  of  the  United  State^. 

Resolved,  That  brigadier  general  Pulaski  and  col.  Armand,  make  returns 
to  the  board  of  war  of  the  recruits  thev  shall  inlist ;  and  in  such  returns 
the  places  of  nativity  and  settlement,  and  the  state  wherein  they  were  inlist- 
ed  shall  be  particularly  mentioned ;  and  the  board  are  hereby  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  respective  states,  the  names  and  numbers  of  such  persons^ 
inhabitants  thereof,  as  shall  be  so  inlisted. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  February  3d,  from 
Mobs.  Gerard  de  St.ElmS|  having  reported  specially  thereon.  Congress  toclt 
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into  Gonsidefmtioo  the  said  report;  and,  therettpon,  came  to  the  following 
nsolution  : 

TVttt  Mods.  Gerard  de  St.  Elms,  having  manifested  creat  zeal,  and  en* 
cofonttred  many  difficulties  to  distinsuish  himself  in  me  service  of  these 
ststes ;  baTiiif^  aiao  made  a  campaign  liere,  and  behaved  with  bravery,  and 
bong  now  aboat  to  return  to  France  : 

Retfhed,  That  he  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  maior  bj  brevet,  as  a  tes* 
tnoDjof  the  approbatioa  of  Congress  of  his  zeal  and  services. 

MONDAY,  February  15,  1779. 

Hie  president  acquainted  the  house  that,  pursuant  to  their  order,  he  had 
infomiM  the  minister  of  France,  that  Congress  will  take  his  memorials  of 
the  9tb  inta  immediate  consideration ;  and  iSat  if  he  wishes  to  communicate 
any  thing  farther  to  them,  Conaress  will  receive  the  same  in  a  private  an- 
ditnce.  That  the  minister  wished  to  make  farther  communication  to  dm* 
gress,  and  wonld  attend  the  house  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

The  ninister  plenipotentiary  of  France  attending  agreeably  to  his  ap- 
pointment, Coo^ss  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whofe ;  after  the 
minister  had  withdrawn,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee 
reported,  that  the  minister  has  had  a  private  audience  and  free  conference 
with  the  committee ;  that  the  committee  have  come  to  no  resolutions  thereon, 
and  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

TUESDAY,  February  16,  1779. 

Mr.M'Kean,  a  delegate  for  Delaware,  laid  before  Congress  the  following 
iostniinent,  empowering  the  delegates  of  that  state,  or  any  of  them,  to  ratify 
aod  fign  the  articles  of  confederation : 

"fia  eaeOenmi'  Caenr  Rodnej,  esq.  president,  oaptain-geDeral  and  ooromander  in  chief  of  the 
Delaware  state,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  oome,  greeting  : 

'^  Know  ye,  that  among  the  records  remaining  in  the  rolls-office  in  the 
Delaware  state,  there  is  a  certain  instrument  of  writing,  purporting  to  be 
an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  said  state,  which  said  act  is  contained 
in  the  wonls  and  tenor  here  following,  to  wit, 

Jnn»  miUemmh  iepttngenteaimo  mptwigeaimo  nono. 

An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  tlu  delegates  of  the  Delaware  ttate  io  sabicribe  and 
ratify  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  umon  between  the  seveial  states. 

Whereas  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  statea 
New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence  Plan* 
titions,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania^  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  ana  Georgia,  signed  in 
the  general  Congress  of  the  said  states  by  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  esq. 
their  then  president,  have  been  liud  before  the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  fa« 
ratified  by  the  same  if  approved:  and,  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  terms 
of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  are  considered  as  in  di-* 
vers  respects  unequal  and  disadvantageous  to  this  state,  and  the  objectioni 
stated  on  the  part  of  this  state  are  viewed  as  just  add  reasonable,  and  of 
great  moment  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  s;ood  people  thereof,  yet^ 
under  the  full  conviction  of  the  present  necMsity  of  acceding  to  the  confed- 
eracy proposed,  and  that  the  interest  of  parti<;ular  states  ought  to  be  post- 
poned to  the  general  good  of  the  union ;  and  moreover,  in  firm  reliance  that 
the  candor  and  justice  of  the  several  statea  will,  in  due  time,  remove,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  objectionable  parts  thereof : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Delaware,  and  it  is  hereby  enact- 
cd  by  the  aothonty  of  the  same,  that  the  hon.  John  Dickinson,  Nicholas 
Vandyke,'  and  Thomas  M'Kean,  esqrs.  delegates  appointed  to  represent  this 
state  in  Congress,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  ere  aju- 

vouiii.  26  ,; 
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,thorized,  empowered,  and  directed,  on  behalf  of  this  afate,  to  aabacribe  and 
ratify  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the 
•ae? era!  states  aforesaid* 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  bj  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  articles 
of /confederation  and  perpetual  union,  so  as  aforesaid  aubscribed  and  ratified, 
shall  thenceforth  become  obligatory  on  this  state. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  house  of  assembly, 

NICHOLAS  VANDYKE,  Speaker. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  council,      THOMAS  COLLtNS,  Speaker. 

Passed  at  Dover,  February  1st,  1779. 

All  which,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  I  have  caused  to  be  exemplified, 
in  testimony  whereof,  the  great  seal  of  the  Delaware  state  is  hereunto  afiix- 
ed,  at  Dover,  the  sixth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand iSeven  luindred  and  seventy^nine,  and  in  the  third  year  of  the  indepen* 
dfiice  of  die  United  States  of  America*  CiBSAR  ROD}»Y. 

By  his  excellency'^  command,  JAMES  BOOTH,  Secratary.^ 

Reaolved^  That  flie  letter  of  the  8th  and  12th,  from  major-general  Arnold, 
with  fhe  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
ired  the  letter  from  his  excellency  Joseph  Reed,  president  of  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  the  conduct  of  major-gen.  Arnold  ; 
and  that  the  committee  inquire  into  fte  ground  of  the  charges  against  ma- 
jor-general Arnold,  and  report  the  result  of  their  enquiry  with  all  conve- 
nient despatch. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  major-^nerad  Arnold  be  suspended  from  all 
command  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  during  the  time  in 
which  enquiry  sliall  be  made  into  his  public  conduct,  and  until  a  proper  de- 
cision shiul  bt  made  thereon;  after  debate,  a  motion  was  made,  niat  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  l^lr. 
Roberdeatt, 


Gcny, 
Holten, 
■Mrfi^  Mwft    IfeEUety, 

CQiCii% 


CoimMtfcw^ 


Ikw^YcOs, 


ffcvhJeney^ 


Mr.  Dyer, 

Ellsworth, 

Root, 
Ifr.  Jmy, 

Floyd, 

Lewin^  ^^ 

Mr.  Withenpoon,  oy^ 

Frelingliau0en,ito  Ca^ 

FcD,  ay^ 


Pemuyhania^ 
Mar^Umd, 

K-CanUaa, 

S.'CaroUnti, 


Mr.  Boberdeau, 
Clingan, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 

Mr.  Plater, 


Cannicbael, 

Heiuy, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Sndth, 

GiiiBD, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

Hutaon, 
Mr.liSiigwotthy,  ay  ya^ 


Gmrgiat 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmstiTe. 

THUASD A»  Fehmmni  IB,  1779. 

Mr.  T.  Nelson,  a  delesat^rom  Yirginia,  attended,  and  produced  his  ere- 
dentialsi  which  were  read. '' 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  reports  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mipointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief;  and,  thereupon,  agreed  to 
m%  followineplan  for  die  department  of  inspector-general : 
'  Remlvedp  That  there  be  an  inspector^eeneral  to  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  rank  of  major-general,  who,  in  all  future  appointments,  shall 
tie  taken  from  the  line  of  major-generals : 
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That  the  datj  of  the  inspector-generftl  ahull  priDcipaUy  consiat  in  formiiig 
a  sjatem  of  rqpilations.  for  the  exerciae  of  the  troopa,  in  the  mannsl  evotu- 
tiona  and  manoeaviea,  for  the  Borrice  of  gnardo  and  detachmentay  and  for  camp 
and  prria^n  doty : 

Thit  the  iBaneclor-ganeral,  and  hia  aaaiataata,  ahall  review  the  troopa  at 

aach  tiaiea  and  placea,  and  receive  auch  retarna  for  that  porpoae,  aa  the 

conuaaoder  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  in  adetachment,  ahall  direct ;  at 

which  reviewa,  he  or  they  ahall  inspect  the  namber  and  conditbn  of  the  men, 

i^a^  diacipliiie  and  exerciae,  the  state  of  their  anna,  accoutrementa,  and 

dodkea  ;  observing  what  of  these  articles  have  been  loat  or  spoiled  aince  the 

last  review,  and,  as  nearly  as  possible,  by  what  means;  reporthg  the  saan«, 

with  the  deficiencies  and  negfecta,  to  tlie  comaumder  in  chief,  or  tbe  com* 

Banding  officer  of  a  detachm^t^  and  to  the  board  of  war. 

Tbat  all  new  manmuvres  shall  be  introdnced  bjr  the  inapector-generalr  attd 
all  Q4d  enea-  performed  according  to  the  eatabhahed  pnnciplea,  nnder  hk 
safcciatendeBC^':  bat  he  shaU  not  introduce  or  practice  any  reenlatbns  re- 
lative to  the  obfects  of  hia  department,  save  such  aa  are  made  and  eg^iahed 
in  manner  following:  all  regulations  whataoever  to  be  finally  approved  and 
establiahed  by  Con^ssn  Bat  the  exigence  of  die  aerviee  reqnmng  it,  tem"- 
powy  onea  may,  irom  time  to  time,  m  introduced  bv  the  inspector-general 
with  the  approbation  of  the  oommander  in  chief.  Theae  regulaliona  to  b6 
commnnicated  to  the  armjr  through  the  ad|utant-generaJ,  and  to  be  transmit'^ 
ted  is  the  board  of  war  with  all  convenient  despatch,  thait,  beinn  examin«i 
and  reported  by  them  to  Conmas»  they  may  be  rejected,  altereiC  tmmted, 
ar  cmrmed,  aa  Congress  shiul  deem  proper : 

That  there   be  as  many  sub-inspectors  aa  the  commander  in  chief,  of 

eonnaading  ofiicer  in  a  detachment,  shall,  on  consideration  of  the  strength 

and  sitnation  of  the  army,  from  tioie  to  time,  deem  neeeaaary,  jto  be  taken 

from  the  line  of  lieutenlmt-colonelsy  and  to  receive  their  inatmctions  relative 

to  the  d^sartment  from  the  inspector-general : 

That  mere  be  one  brigade-inspector  to  each  brigiide,  who  eJiaU  be  one  of 
the  mites  in  the  Mgade;  and  tnat  the  oflke  of  brieade-inapector  shall  vk 
fatere  be  min^xed  to  that  of  major  of  brigade.  He  anall  aecordinriy  keep  t 
roster  of  the  battaliona  of  hia  brigade,  regelate  the  details  and  tike  care  of 
the  formation  and  march  of  all  gaarda,  detachments,  &c  from  the  briga^ 
He  la  to  receive  the  general  orderSf  and  communicate  the*i  to  the  command* 
iij  afiiceca  of  the  brigade  and  regiments,  and  throiu^  the  adintants,  to  all  die 
mcera  of  the  brigade.  He  is  so  far  as  concerns  ms  brigade,  to  inspect  th^ 
palice  of  the  camp,  the  discipline  and  order  of  the  aerviae.  In  time  of  aetieU 
he  is  teasaist  in  executing  the  necessary  manmovroa  of  the  brigade,  accoiiding 
to  the  orders  of  the  brig^ier  or  officer  comflnnding.  He  ia  lo  do  ifo  duty 
ia  the  line : 

That  all  the  officers  of  the  inspectorship  having  appointssenta  in  the  liao^ 
shall  retain  their  rights  of  command,  attccession,ud  promotion,  id  the  same 
Banner  aa  if  they  had  not  assumed  the  office.  B«t  aa  the  datiea  af  this  de* 
partment  are  sufficient  to  Employ  their  whole  time^  they  are  to  auspend  the 
exercise  of  their  respective  commands,  except  on  particular  occasions,  when 
the  oommander  in  enief^  or  eominanding  officer  in  a  detadiment,  may  deem 
It  neeeaaary  to  inveat  them  with  command.  They  a^  to  be  exempted  from 
all  common  camp  and  garriaon  duty,  that  they  nmy  attend  tlie  more  carefully 
to  thoae  of  the  inapection ;  and  in  time  of  action  they  are  to  be  eiiployed  in 
assisting  in  the  execution  of  the  field  manmavres. 

That  the  inapector-general*  ao  far  aa  relates  to  the  inapector  of  the  army» 
be  subject  to  tne  orders  of  Congress,  the  board  of  war,  and  the  commander 
ia  chief  only:  but  the  sub-inspectora  shall  also  t|e  aeb)ect  to  theoAcert 
commanding  the  divisions  and  brigades  to  which  they  are  attachttd^  On  tlM 
principlea  herein  established : 
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That  there  be  allowed  to  the  iDspector-generaly  in  cotiftideratioo  of  the  ex* 
traordinarj  expenses  which  attend  the  execution  of  his  office,  84  dollars  per 
iQoathy  in  additioa  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  major-general,  heretofore  pro* 
vided. 

Congress  proceeded  to  cowider  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  tne  commander  in  chief;  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following 
arrangement  of  the  department  of  onlnance : 

Eesolved,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  artillerj  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  time  being,  shall,  nnder  the  general  orders,  and  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  arranj;e  and  direct  all  business  of  the  ordnance 
department  necessary  to  be  done  m  the  field.  The  ordnance,  arms,  and  mi- 
litarj  stores  in  the  tixed  magazines  to  be  drawn  out  onij  by  the  orders  of  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance  ;  unless,  in  the  course  of  the  service,  circum* 
stances  should  occur,  in  which  the  procuring  such  orders  from  the 'board 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  commanding  officer  of 
artillery,  occasion  improper  delays ;  and,  in  such  cases,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  artillery  shall  nave  the  power  to  draw  from  the  nearest  magazines  the 
supplies  wanted  for  the  army :  and  the  different  commissaries  and  directors 
of  the  magazines  and  laboratories  shall,  in  such'  cases,  immediately  obey  tiie 
crders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  informing  the  board  ot  war  and 
ordnance  of  the  same*  And,  that  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding 
officer  of  artillery  may  know,  in  such  cases,  where  to  send  for  necessary  sup- 
plies, the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  shall  cause  monthly  returns  of  all  ord- 
nance, arms,  and  military  stores  at  the  magazines  and  arsenals  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  made  to  the  commander  in  diief,  who  will  communicate  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  artillery  the  whole  or  any  part  of  them,  as  he  shall 
judge  the  good  of  the  service  requires.  And  as  it  may  frequently  happen, 
that  parts  of  the  army  may  be  detached  to  such  distances  as  to  render  tneir 
obtaining  supplies,  in  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  by  the  immediate 
orders  oTthe  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  incon* 
venient ;  in  such  cases,  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of  ar- 
tillery shall  give  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  detachment,  and  of  the  ar- 
tillery annexed  to  it,  proper  directions  for  furnishing  the  detachment  with  the 
necessary  supplies  of  ordnance,  arms,  and  military  stores ;  and  die  orders  of 
the  said  commandingofficersof  the  detachment,  and  of  the  artillery  annexed  to 
it,  given  pursuant  to  the  said  directions,  shall  beobejred  by  the  commissaries 
and.  directors  at  the  mag^ines  and  laboratories,  as  if  given  immediately  by 
the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of  artillery  of  the  United 
States.  Each  commanding  officer  of  artillery  making  these  extraordinary 
draughts,  shall  immediately  sive  information  thereof,  and  of  the  occasion  of 
them,  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance. 

2.  That  there  shall  be  afield  commissary  of  military  stores,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  who  snail  receive  and  issue  all  onlnance, 
arms,  and  military  stores,  in  the  field,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of  artillery ;  all  orders  for  this  par- 
pose  from  the  commander  in  chief,  to  be  directed  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  artillery.  The  field  commissary  shall  have  so  many  deputies,  conductors 
and  clerks,  to  be  likewise  appointed  by  the  board  of  war  ami  ordnance,  as,  in 
theopioion  of  the  board,  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  of 
artilleiy,  the  service  shall,  from  time  to  time,  require. 

3.  Tne  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  with  ttie  concurrence  of  the  com- 
mander  in  chief,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  lay  before  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance proper  estimates,  (which  are  by  the  board  to  be  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress) of  all  ordnance,  arms,  and  military  stores,  necessary  to  be  made  and 

K vided  for  the  use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  that  the  necessary  or- 
s  may  be  given  concerning  tnem. 
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4.  That  whenerer  the  said  coromanding  officer  of  artillery  shall  judge  any 
par6c«Iar  directions  necessary  for,,  or  alterations  and  improvements  to  be 
made  in,  the  construction  or  preparation  of  ordnance,  arms,  and  military 
stores,  of  any  kind,  he  shall  communicate  the  same  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance  for  their  consideration  ;  who  shall  thereupon  give  such  orders  for  the 
artifioen  and  laboratory  men,  as  they  shall  judge  the  good  of  the  service  re- 
quires. 

5.  That  Ae  field  commissary  of  military  stores,  his  deputies,  conductors, 
and  clerks,  shall  be  independent  of  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores ; 
MMid  the  said  field  commissary  shall  make  monthly  returns  of  all  ordnance, 
arms,  and  military  stores,  received,  issued,  and  remaining  on  hand,  to  the 
board  of  war  and  ordnance,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  commanding 
officer  of  artillery.  His  deputies  and  conductors  also  having  the  chief  care 
of  the  military  stores,  with  any  detached  parts  of  the  army,  shall  make  thft 
like  returns  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  the  respective  officers  com« 
man^ttg  those  detachments,  their  commanding  officers  of  artillery,. and  the 
field  comaussary ;  and  the  latter  shall  draw  the  whole  into  one  eeneral  return 
monthly,  one  copy  whereof  he  shall  transmit  to  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
nance, ime  to  the  commander  in  chief,  one  to  the  commanding  offieer  of  ar- 
tillefj,  and  a  fourth  to  the  commissary  general  of  military  stores. 

6.  'ITiat  all  moneys  necessary  for  the  department  of  the  field  commissary 
of  military  stores,  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  militanr  chests  by  warrants  from 
the  oonmander  in  chief,  and  officers  commanding  detached  parts  of  the  army 
lesMcthreW  ;  and  the  accounts  of  expenditures  adjusted  and  settled  by  the 
aumtoTS  ofaccoonts,  once  in  every  three  months,  and  finally  transmitted  to 
the  treasury  board. 

7.  Tha^  when  it  shall  be  thought  necessary,  the  commanding  officer  of  ar- 
tiUerj  shall  send  officers  of  artillery  to  visit  the  laboratories,  founderies  and 
manufactories,  to  the  intent  that  they  may  thereby  gain  an  insight  into  the 
Biechanical  branches  of  their  profession.  And  such  number  of  artillery  offi- 
cers, as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  commander  in  chief,  can  be  spared  from  their  duty  in  the  field, 
shall,  at  every  convenient  season,  be  stationed  at  all  or  any  of  the  principal 
labontories,  to  be  instructed  in  the  laboratory  art,  that  aknowled^  thereof 
may  be  disseminated  through  the  corpts. 

8.  That  the  deputy  field  commissaries  and  conductors  shall  apply  for  and 
receive  all  ordnance,  arms,  and  stores  issued  from  the  fixed  arsenals  and 
magazines.  And  to  prevent  any  that  are  insufficient  being  carried  into  the 
field,  thasaid  commissaries  and  conductors  shall  receive  none  apparently  un- 
fit  for  4rvice.  And  whenever  any  articles  in  the  ordnance  aepartment  in 
the  field  shall  be  so  damaged  that  they  cannot  be  there  repaired,  and  are,  by 
order  of  the  commandine  officer  of  artillery,  with  the  army,  or  with  any  de- 
tachment of  it,  sent  to  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  or  any  of 
his  deputies,  he  and  they  shall  receive  the  same,  at  such  place  as  shall  be  most 
convenient ;  and  either  immediately  cause  them  to  be  repaired,  or  replace 
them  with  others  fit  for  service,  as  sliall  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  in- 
terest. ^ 

9.  That  the  appointments  of  the  said  field-commissary  and  his  subordi- 
nate ofieers,  be  as  follows,  viz.- 

Pay  per  month.  Subsist  per  month.  Rations  per  day. 
Of  the  field.«onniUMaiy,     -           -75  doUan.              40  doUan.  1 

Deputy  fiekUommiMaiy    -  -    60  30  1 

Conductor  ...    40  10  1 

CJcrk         ...  -    40  10  1 

10.  That  there  shall  be  one  surveyor  ofordnance,  to  be  appointed  annually 
/rom  the  colonels,  the  appointment  to  be  made  by  the  board  of  war  and  ord- 
aaace,  until  Congress  snail  direct  otherwise.    l*he  officer  thus  appointed. 
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shall  retain  his  rank  in  the  artillery;  and  all  the  benefits  arising  from  it ;  bat 
during  the  time  of  his  suryejorship*  he  shall  not,  except  in  extraordinarj 
cases,  or  when  called  for  bj  the  commander  in  chief,  pertonn  any  datj  in  the 
line*  His  dutj  as  sarreyor  shall  be  to  examine  into  the  construction,  quali- 
ties, and  condition  of  all  cannon,  carriages,  arms,  and  the  materials  for,  and 
preparation  of,  every  species  of  warlike  stores,  and  to  visit  all  the  different 
arsenals,  foundenes,  laboratories,  and  workshops,  belonging  to  the  ordnance 
department  of  the  United  States,  carefully  noting  every  error  and  defect  he 
shall  discover ;  which,  together  with  a  general  state  of  the  department,  he 
shall  report  immediately  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  as  well  as  tlie 
commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  with  his  ideas  of  any  alterations  and  im* 
provements  proper  to  be  made  thereon.  He  shall  also  examine  all  ordnance 
and  military  stores  in  the  field,  and  report  the  state  of  them  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  artillery,  and  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance ;  and  for  the  nur- 
poses  aforesaid,  the  commissaries  of  military  stores,  as  well  in  the  fiela  as 
elsewhere,  shall  make  returns  to  the  said  surveyor,  and  shall  expose  to  his 
view  all  the  ordnance,  arms,  and  stores,  and  ail  materials  for  the  ordnance 
department  in  their  custody.  And  the  surveyor  shall  examine  the  said  stores, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  quality,  quantity,  and  numbers  agree  with  the  return, 
and  make  report  to  the  board  only.  He  shall  likewise  examine  into  the 
number  of  workmen  employed  in  each  branch  of  the  ordnance  department; 
and  die  principal  in  each  branch  shall  make  monthly  returns  of  all  work  done 
within  tne  month,  one  to  the  said  surveyor  of  ordnance,  and  one  to  the  com- 
missarv-general  of  military  stores ;  and  each  of  the  latter  shall  transmitcopies 
thereof  monthly  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance* 

II.  For  executing  the  duties  before  mentioned,  and  any  others  relating  to 
the  ordnance  department,  which  the  good  of  the  service  may,  from  time  to 
time,  require,  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  sliall  give  to  the  said  surveyor 
such  instructions  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

1£.  For  defrajine  the  expenses  of  the  said  surveyor  in  the  exercise  of  his 
office,  he  shall  be  allowed  70  dollars  per  month,  besides  his  appointments  as 
a  field  officer  of  artillery. 

IS.  That  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery  of  the  United  States,  for  the 

Erformance  of  his  duties  therein  before  prescribed,  shall  be  allonifed  75  d^- 
rs  per  month ;  and  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery  with  any  detached 
ifart  cf  th^  army,  shall  have  a  like  allowance,  in  proportion  to  his  pay  in  the 
line. 

FRIDAY,  February  19, 1779. 

A  petition  from  major  Des  Isnard  and  capt.  de  Truisson,  w|tf  resQ,  pray- 
ing, as  they  cannot  find  an  immediate  pasMge  to  France,  to  be  admitted  to 
serve  the  ensuing  camnaign  in  count  Pulaski's  corps,  the  former  with  the 
pay  of  captain  and  the  latter  of  lieutenant : 

Besolvid,  That  tliey  bje  informed  that  the  present  arrangement  and  state 
of  the  army  do  not  admit  the  ^ntine  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

A  letter  from  }>  Reed,  president  of  the  council  of  Pennsvlvania,  was  read, 
requesting  thi^Cbngress  would  favor  tlie  council  of  Pennsylvania,  with  comes 
of  their  proceeoings  against  capt.  Nicholson,  on  the  complaint  of  oov.  Jokn- 
son  of  Maryland ;  upon  a  like  complaint  made  by  gov*  Henry^  oi  Viimiiia^ 
aeainst  an  officer  of  the  United  States;  and  lately  on  a  complaint  mrae  by 
New-Jersey,  or  the  governor  thereof,  against  general  Maxwell : 

JUsolvea,  That  the  president  be  furnished  with  the  copies  desired. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  president  be  informed,  that  the  several  states 
have  a  rieht  to  copies  of  public  resohitions  of  Congress,  upon  applications 
being  made  to  the  secretary  therefor  bf  their  deleeates* 

On  this  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  ttie  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired thereon  by  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
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mode^Mnd, 


fre,  Mr.  Whipple,       o^  yay 
Mr.  8.  Adjuns, 

Geny, 

Lovdl, 

Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Root* 
Mr.  Jay, 

I.ewisy 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay . 

Fell,  ay  5*^ 

Mr.Clmgsn,         cy?^, 

AUcc,  ayS^ 


Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Caimichael, 

Henry, 

Virginia^ 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  l^e, 

M.  Smith, 

Giiifin, 

Nelson, 

^,-Car9&na» 

Mr.  Penn, 

HiU, 

Burke, 

S.-CaroKna, 

Mr.  Drayton 

Hutaon, 

QevrgiOf 

Mr.  X^angwofth j 

aif 


ay 


So  it  jpMsed  in  the  afBnnatiTe,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 
Tlie  oominktee  on  the  treasury  broaght  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
JMtciI,  That  5,000,160  dollars  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States, 
be  eantted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of 
the  Unilcd  States : 

That  the  bills,  excq>ting^  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and,date  as 
the  eiBttaon  directed  on  the  3d  of  February  inst.  and  be  numbered  from  the 
lagt  aunber  in  each  denomination  pri^ressively,  and  consist  of  the  following 
denoninatioDS,  viz. 


2272s  bOb  of  GO  dofltfs  each. 
23J%da       50        do. 
32^  do.       40        do. 


32,728  bills  of  7  ddlats  each 
22,738  do.       5       do. 


22,728  bills  of  30  doUars  each. 
22,728  do.      20        do. 
22728  do.        8        do. 

Whoeas  bv  the  depositions  of  Samuel  Inglis,  it  appears  to  the  committee 
of  the  treasnrV*  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  his  petition  to  Congress  of  the  9th 
of  DeiDettber  last,  are  truly  stated ;  and  that  about  the  9th  of  October  last, 
having  in  his  possession  five  sets  of  bills  of  exchange,  dated  the  2l8t  of  Sep^ 
tember  last,  and  issued  by  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  conti- 
nental laan-office  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  in  Paris,  in  favor  of  Robert  Bridges,  to  the  amount  of 
51S0  livres  toumois,  for  payment  of  interest  due  on  loan-office  certifi- 
cates, he  the  said  Samuel  Inglis,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  pos- 
sessioD  of  the  said  bills,  did  destroy  thekn,and  that  they  consisted  of  the  foU 
loning  denominations,  viz. 

Ko.   53  1  Mt,  for  600  doUars.|No.  216  1  set,  for  60  dolhffs.  INo.  679  1  set,  for  30  doUars. 
112  1  do.  fior  300    do.    I       646  1  do.  for  36    do.      | 

One  thousand  twenty-six  dollars  at  five  livres  toumois  per  dollar,  is  5130 
livres  toomois :  • 

Besolvedt  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  directed  to  sign  and  deliver  to 
the  said  Thomas  Smith,  esq.  to  be  by  him  issued  to  the  said  Robert  Bridges, 
five  sets  of  exchange,  amounting  to  5130  livres  toumois,  of  the  tenor  and 
date  aforesaid,  excepting  that  each  set  is  to  consist  of  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  and 
8th  bills,  and  to  specify  in  the  body  of  each  bill  that  one  only  of  the  eight  is 
to  be  paid :  provided  that  the  said  Samuel  Inglis  shiHI,  previous  to  the  is- 
suing of  the  said  bills,  give  to  the  said  treasurer  of  loans  a  bond  in  the  pe- 
nalty of  20,000  dollars,  with  sufficient  sureties,  payable  to  the  president  of 
CoDgres,or  his  successor  in  office,  for  the  benefit  or  the  United  States,  for  in- 
deomifying  the  public  or  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  interested  there- 
in, from  the  payment  of  any  of  the  original  bills  of  exchange  aforesaid : 

Baolved,  That  tiie  treasurer  of  h>ans  furnish  the  said  Robert  Brii^s, 
with  nuadraplicate  letters  of  advice,  each  containing  an  attested  copy  ofthe 
preceaing  resolution,  to  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ellsworth  have  leave  of  absence. 
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Ordered^  That  the  marine  committee  give  directions  to  have  one  of  the  con- 
tinental frigates  prepared  for  sea  with  all  expedition. 

SATURDAY.  February  20,  1779. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  hia  seat  in 
Congress. 

Whereas  brigadier  M'Intosh,  commanding  a  detachment  of  the  army  at 
Fort-Pitt,  hath  requested  leave  to  retire  from  that  command : 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  appoint  a  proper 
officer  to  succeed  to  the  said  command ;  and  that  brigadier-general  M'lntosb, 
on  being  relieved,  repair  to  the  main  army  or  to  such  post  as  shall  be  as- 
signed to  him  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Eesolved,  That  the  portmanteaus  and  valeses  furnished  to  the  officers  of  tlie 
army  by  the  quarter-master  general,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  comman- 
der m  chief,  be  charged  to  the  United  States,  and  the  officers  permitted  to 
retain  them  for  their  own  use :  provided  that  no  officer  shall  be  more  than 
once  furnished  at  the  public  expense,  with  the  articles  aforesaid,  unless  un- 
avoidably lost,  or  taken  by  the  enemy  in  time  of  action  - 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  losses  of  capt.  Lewis  Celeron,  1000 
dollars  bemnted  to  him  to  enable  him  to  equip  himself  for  further  service. 

Resolved,  That  no  brevet  commission  be  granted  to  any  officer  except 
with  the  consent  of  nine  states. 

The  committee  consisting  of  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred letters  of  gov.  Henry,  and  William  Finnic,  deputy  quarter-roaster 
general,  respecting  the  convention  troops  stationed  near  Charlotteville,  in 
Virginia,  report. 

That  having  conferred  with  the  board  of  war,  Aey  are  informed  that 
orders  were  fjpven  in  due  time  to  the  commissary  and  quarter-master  gen- 
eral, for  providing  every  thing  necessary  in  their  respective  departments  for 
the  use  of  the  said  convention  troops ;  that  no  complaints  have  been  re- 
ceived respecting  a  deficiency  of  provisions ;  that  the'  barracks  vrere  not 
completed  for  the  reception  of  the  troops  at  the  time  of  their  arrival,  bat 
that  thev  would  soon  be  in  good  order  after  that  time ;  that  many  British 
officers  had  been  permitted  to  eo  to  the  neighboring  towns  for  quarters,  until 
they  could  be  better  accommodated  at  or  near  tlie  barracks;  that  as  no  pre- 
paration hath  been  made  at  any  other  place  for  the  accommodation  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  said  troops,  it  will  be  inconvenient  at  present  to  remove 
them ;  that  as  some  complaints  have  been  received  respectine  the  negli- 
gence of  the  quarter-master  in  that  department,  the  disordars  wnich  are  ap- 
Sirehended  and  at  present  subwst,  may  probably  be  prevented  and  remedied 
y  the  personal  attendance  of  the  said  quarter-master  at  the  barracks : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  orders  issue  from  the  board  of  war  to  the  quarter-master 
in  the  said  department,  directing  him  to  reside  at  or  near  the  said  barracks, 
and  that  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  superintend  the  conduct  of  those  who  shall  have  the  direc- 
tion of  the  said  troops:  and,  if  they  shall  think  it  proper,  to  take  such  order 
for  the  accommodation  and  distribution  of  the  said  troops  within  the  said  state 
as  the  necessity  of  the  case  mav  require. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  auditors  in  the  army ;  and,  the 
ballots  being  taken,  Felix  Varley  and  Alexander  Fowler  were  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  transmit  to 
{he  executive  powers  of  tlie  several  sUtes,  blank  commissions  for  officers 
10  the  line  to  be  appointed  by  them,  and  that  they  be  requested  regularly  to 
send  the  names  or  such  officers  to  the  board  of  war. 
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MONDAY,  February  22,  1779. 

Aletter,  of  tbe  19th,  from  ^n.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  unsealed 
letters  from  New-York  to  major-general  Lee : 

Orderti^  That  the  president  forward  to  major-general  Lee  the  letters  di- 
rected to  him,  and  inform  him  that  Congress  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  explain 
th  e  transaction  therein  mentioned. 

Id  parsaance  of  the  powers  vested  in  him,  Mr.  M^Kean,  a  delegate  of 
the  sttte  of  Delaware,  signed  and  ratified  the  articles  of  confederation  in 
be&a/fof  that  state. 

TUESDAY,  February  23,  1779. 

The  delegate  of  Delaware  laid  before  Congress  sundry  resolutions  passed 
hj  the  council  of  that  state,  January  the  23d,.  1779,  respecting  the  articles 
oif  coufederation  and  perpetual  union,  and  concurred  in  dj  the  house  of  as* 
semhlvt  January  the  28tn,  1779,  previous  to  their  passine  a  law  to  empower 
their  dele^tes  to  sign  and  ratify  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
petual union. 

On  which  it  was  moved,  that  the  same  be  filed :  to  which  it  was  moved  as 
an  amendment  to  add  "  provided  that  it  shall  never  be  considered  as  admit- 
ting anv  claim  by  the  same  set  up  or  intended  to  be  set  up." 

On  tnis  amendfment  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


Nem-HampMre,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Hat^mt^Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adainia, 

LoveU, 


Ne»Jkniy, 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 

CoUina, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Morrifl, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherapooni  no"} 

FrelingfajiiJsen,fto  5   ^ 


PennsylvamOf 


Deiaware, 
Marylandt 


Mr.  Clingain, 
Atlee, 
Shippen, 
Searle, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Henry, 

Mr.  T.Adams, 
F.  L.Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
It  II.  Lee, 
Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


ns 


ayyay 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question.  Resolved,  That  the  paper  laid  before  Congress  by  the 
delate  from  Delaware  and  read,  befilea;  provided  that  it  shall  never  be 
considered  as  admitting  any  claim  by  the  same  set  up  or  intended  to  be 
Get  Qp. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report:  Whereupon, 

Retolved^  That  the  following  persons,  nominated  by  the  board  of  treasu- 

7,  be  appointed  signers  of  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States,  namely,  Na- 

thaoiel  Uonell,  Robert  Roberts,  son  of  John  Roberts,  surveyor,  Jedediah 

Snpwden,  Samuel  Lyon,  Joseph  Carleton,  Joshua  Colt,  John  Nicholson, 

Cornelius  Comegys,  Moses  Young,  Belcher  P.  Smith,  George  Bond,  Thomas 

Eddtson,  William  Gamble,  Joseph  Watkins,  Isaac  Gray,  Lodowick  Spro^lt 

Robert  Mullen,  John  Lawrence,  John  Leacock,  Samuel  Wetherill,  jun. 

Joseph  Kerr,  Luson  Simmons,  William  Stretch,  Thomas  Nevil,  Paul  Cox, 

James  Dundas  and  Robert  Gather. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of 
January  2i2d ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Vernie  be  appointed  major  in  brigadier^general 
Pulaski's  legion. 
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the  potvers  of  the  delegates  of  Connecticut;  and,  on  thecjaestion,  whether 
a  less  number  than  two  can  represent  the  state  of  Connecticut,  agreeable  to 
tl)e  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  said  state  ? 
The  yeas  and  najrs  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


N^-HamptMrt^    Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

MaaiaUut'Say,  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Geny, 


Jlhode'UUmdt 
Connecticut^ 


^cuhJtrteyi 


HoHcn,  % 

Mr.  EUeiy,  n 

Collins,  fi 

'  Mr.  Dyer,  a 

Root,  «i 

Mr.  Jay,  fi 

Thianc,  .   ti 

Morris,  ffs 

Floyd,  fi 

Lewis,  fi 
Bfr.  FrelinghAuaen,iio 

Fell,  no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


PennMjfhamOf 


Maryland^ 


firgitdOf 


N^Carokna, 


S*'  CtffrohtiOp 


no 


Mr.  Clingui, 

Shippen, 

Atlec, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
BIr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Dra>ton, 

Hutson,  _ 

Mr.  Lang^'orthy,  no  ^o 


Georgia, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  T.  Mifflin,  was  read,  informing,  that  he  has 
not  heard  what  resolution  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  make,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  resignation  of  his  commission  of  major-general  in  the  service  of 
tne  United  States  in  August  last,  and  requesting  Congress  to  accept  Kis  re- 
signation; Whereupon, 

Metolved^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  committee,  consisttnff  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root^  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G. 
Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,* and  Mr.  Hutson,  to  whom  were  referred  instmctions 
from  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  their  delegates, 
and  other  papers  respecting  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers,  report. 

That  they  nave,  according  to  order,  met  and  conferred  with  a  committee  of 
the  said  general  assembly,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  instructions,  and  received 
from  them  a  representation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  western  frontiers  ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  (he  representation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  western. 
frontiers,  communitated  by  a  committee  of  the  eeneral  assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  also  copies  of  the  memorials  and  of  the  letters  from  the  governors 
of  Connecticut  and  New- York,  respecting  the  depredations  on  the  said  fron- 
tiers, be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  is  directed  to  take  ef- 
fectual measures  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants,  and  chastisement  of 
the  savages. 

Sesolvedj  That  five  companies  of  rangers  be  immediately  raised  on  the 
aaid  western  frontiers,  to  protect  the  same  and  annoy  the  enemy ;  each  com- 
piBy  to  consist  of  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals,  a 
drummer,  a  fifer,and  sixty  privates,  and  that  one  pay-master  and  one  deputy 
commissary  of  musters  be  appointed  for  the  whole  of  the  said  corps : 

That  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint  the  said  officers,  and  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  rais- 
ing and  keeping  up  the  said  companies  to  their  full  complement;  and  that 
they  be  requested,  if  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  apply  to  the  legislature  for 
a  law  to' enable  them  to  make  draughts  from  the  mditia  for  these  purposes : 

That  the  companies  shall  be  raised  and  inlisted  for  nine  months,  unless 
the  service  shall  sooner  admit  of  their  discharge :     . 

That  every  volunteer,  on  passing  muster,  shall  receive  a  bounty  of  100 
dollars,  and  be  entitled  to  continental  pay  and  rations,  providing  hfroself,  at 
his  own  expense,  with  arms  and  clothing. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  177-9. 


21S 


FRIDAY,  Fehruaryi  26,  1779. 

Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  a  delegate  from  PeoDsjlvaDia,  attended  and  took  hia 
teat  in  Coneress. 

A  letter,  from  miyor-eeneral  Lee,  was  read,  explaining  the  transaction  re** 
femd  to  in  the  unsealea  letters  from  New- York,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
fonrarded  to  him  : 

Badeed,  That  his  explanation  is  satisfactory  to  Congress. 

A  notioD  was  made  that  f^en.  Lee  be  informed,  that  Congress  disapprove 
oTibis  neeptiating  his  bills  in  New-York : 

On  which  the  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  jeas  and  najs  being 
reqotred  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


Jf^ 


Mr.  Whipple, 
TVost, 

Mam^mu-Ba^t  Mr.  Lovell, 

Hohen, 


rift 


^em^rm*. 


-y]ay 


no 


Hr.  Dyer, 
Boot, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 

Mr.  Frelingfaausen,  no  } 
Fell,  no  \ 

Mr.  CHngan,  ay 

J.  ArmBtroiig^  no 
Atlee,  no 

Searle,  no 


no 


910 


no 


Maryland, 


FirgimOf 


N.'CatoSna, 


S.'Car9Hnat 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Paca, 

Cannichae], 

Henn', 
Mr.  T.  Adanu, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Grifliii, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hin, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Lauren% 

Drayton, 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


So  h  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  oaestion  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
qoired  by  Mr.  Drayton, 


iC. 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Frost, 

^Monttuu Bt^ff^Mt.  LoveB, 

Holten, 
Bli0de-hkmd,    Mr.  EUery, 

Collinfl^ 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 
Mr  Jay, 
Duane, 


Xtm^Tmrk, 


no  5 
no) 


ay 


fly 


Maryfand, 
Vu'gimat 


^.'Carolina, 


S,- Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Paca, 

Cannichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

R.  M.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Draytoi^ 

Hutson, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


Mr.  Frelinf  hausen,  ay  >  ^. 

Fell.  4S'^ 

Mr.  Clingsin,  no' 

J.  Anrntrong*,   ay 

Atke,  ay 

Searle,  ay^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  a  report  from  the  committee  on  the  treasury : 

Whereas  it  is  reqoired  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  January, 
last*'  that  bills  of  theemissions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and  April  the  11th,  1778, 
be  crossed  and  struck  through  with  a  circular  punch  of  one  inch  diameter;" 
and  vhereas,  much  time  is  required  in  executing  this  business,  and  delays 
may  from  thence  ensue  injurious  to  the  public  : 

haolved.  That  that  psrt  of  the  resolution  which  respects  crossing  the 
ssid  bills  be  dispensed  with. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Laurens^  Mr. 
Bjer  and  Mr.  Floyd,  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  from  the  state  of 
Musadiusetts-Bay,  &c.  respecting  a  supply  of  provisions,  brought  in  a 
report ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 
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Whereas  it  U  represented  to  Cunsresn,  that  the  iuhabitaDts  uf  the  states 
of  Massachusetta-Baj,  Rhode-Lland  and  ProvideDce  Plantations,  are  liis* 
tressed  for  want  of  bread,  and  cannot  obtain  supplies  except  from  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North -Carolina  and  South -Carolina :  and,  whereas*  a  private  trade 
for  grain  and  flour  between  the  said  states  might  be  injurious  and  Ineffectual : 

Msolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  Marjland, 
A'^irginia,  North-Carolina  and  SoUth-Carolina.  at  their  discretion,  to  permit 
the  executive  powers  of  Maissachusetts-Baj,  Rhode- Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  to  purchase  and  export,  under  proper  regulations,  such  quanti- 
ties of  grain  or  flour  as  thej  may  judge  expedient,  and  maybe  able  to  spare 
respectively. 

A  motion  having  been  made  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  North  Carotina  i^  and 
on  tlie  question  that  it  sund  part  of  the  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  bein^  re* 
quired  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Mttiytand^ 


^.'Hampahirtt  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

MoMtt/itt-Baif,  Mr.  Lovcll, 

Holten, 

Mhode^aland,    Mr.  Ellery, 

CoIHn% 


«yy 


Connecticut, 
Mew-Tork, 


ay} 

«y) 


09 


Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Ml*.  FrctinghauBcn,  ay 


"*}^ 


Firgima, 


N,'C4m>UiUh 


S.-CaroUna, 


Mr.  Carmichael, 
Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
X  *  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
CirifHn, 
Nelaon, 

Mr.  Pcnn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 


ay 


ir 

«yj 
«y? 

nosno 
fly>«Jr 

«yj 

Mr.  Lan^orttqr,    oy  }^^ 


Fell, 
Pamtylwmia,  Mr.  CHngan, 

Shippen,  ^ 

Armstrong,       ay  f^^      Georgia^ 

AUee, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  eovernor  of  the  state  of  Mary- 
land  to  permit  the  schooner  Hanna,  Joseph  Malcolm,  master,  to  load  10  said 
state  with  flour  and  bar-iron,  it  appearing  to  Congress  that  the  said  vessel 
was  fitted  out  by  the  board  of  war  of  Massachusetts-Bay  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  public  magazines  in  tlie  said  state. 

SATURDAY,  February  27.  1779. 

Whereas  the  state  of  Maryland  have  granted  to  the  officers  of  their  troops 
a  gratuity  to  enable  them  to  equip  themselves  for  the  field  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign ;  and  whereas  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  money  so  granted  is  of 
tlie  emissions  of  May  the  20th,  1777»  and  April  the  llth,  1778 : 

JResolved,  That  the  boai^  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  exchange  a  sum 
not  exceed injc  40,000  dollars  of  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  brisadier- 
general  SmaUwood,  advanced  by  the  state  of  Maryland  (0  their  commissiun- 
ed  officers. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Washinston,  was  read,  enclosing,  a  letter 
irom  bri^dier Glover,  and  one  from  col.  Wigglesworth,  praying  leave  tore- 
sign  their  respective  commissions : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  col.  Wiggles  worth  be  referred  to  the  dele* 
gates  of  Massachusetts- Bay. 

Resolved,  That  Congress,  sensible  of  brigadier-general  Glover's  past  me* 
rit,  and  in  expectation  of  his  future  services,  direcf  the  commander  in  chief 
to  indulge  him  with  a  furlough  for  such  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  settle 
his  private  affairs. 

MONDAY,  March  1,  1779. 

Mr.  Jay,  president,  laid  before  Congress  a  continuation  of  his  powers  as 
delegate  forilie  state  of  New-York,  which  was  read. 
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Rnolved^  Tliat  the  cominittMy  to  whom  wereroferred  the  letters  and  pa- 
pec«  from  Mr.  President  Beed,  respecting;  public  wagims  employed  bj  ma-* 
)or-iBHieral  Arnold*  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers*  and  fo 
csaisuke  ^itoesses  on  oath. 

Congress  resanied  tiie  consideration  of  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  oft* 
Febraarj  6lb,  and  ihereopon, 

Bmmi^  That  Mons.  Oneil  be  appointed  captain  of  infantry  in  brigadier- 
gieseral  count  PnUski's  lei^ion  : 

That  Mods.  Verdiu,  Mons.  Beaulieu,  Mons.  Rerlevan,and  Mens,  la  Cl08e> 
ke  appointed  lieatenants  in  tlie  said  legion. 


TUESDAY,  March,  2,  1779. 

The  Imard  of  war  havinj;  represented  that  application  has  been  made  to 
the  board  for  arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  two  regiments  for  the  year  1777, 
aad  that  other  regiments  in  the  service  have  similar  demands,  whith  oueht 
tit  be  td|Qsted  and  paid  witli  all  the  despatch  compatible  with  the  prevention 
of  fiaads  to  the  United  States : 

lUmttvtdf  That  a  proper  person  be  forthwith  appointed  and  coramissiofl* 
ed  to  settle  and  pay  ail  accounts  of  arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  the  tro^ips 
of  these  stales  for  the  jear  1 777 : 

That  this  commissioner  be  authorised  to  call  on  the  clothier-general 
and  his  depatics^  for  immediate  and  exact  retnrns  of  all  clothing  by  them 
isfeoed  for  tbe  ^ear  1777,  shewing  at  what  times,  to  whom,  and  for  whose  use 
the  same  was  issued ;  which  returns  the  clothier-general  and  his  deputies 
are  directed  to  make  acconlingly.    The  clothiers  in  the  seterat  states  are 
also  dcMTsd  to  make  to  the  said  commissioner  similar  returns  of  all  the 
cJothiilgby  them  issued  for  that  year,  on  account  of  the  United  States^  and 
the  govemmeBts  of  the  states  respectively  are  requested  to  give  the  orders 
and  assistance  necessary  for  this  end.    And  all  offcers  of  the  army  who 
have  received  clothing  for  the  troops,  either  of  any  continental  or  state  clo- 
thier, or  by  pwrchase  or  impressment,  are  directed  to  render  to  the  commis- 
SMmer  aforesaid,  a  return  of  the  same,  and  acconnt  with  him  for  their  due 
applicatioa: 

TkMi  the  commander  in  chief,  and  officers  commanding  at  any  separate 
posts,  do  forthwith  cause  the  captains  and  officers  commanding  companies, 
m  the  troops  ander  their  immedtate  commands,  to  make  out  the  accounts  of 
their  respective  companies,  specifying  the  names  of  the  claimants  still  ia  the 
service^  where  they  are,  what  they  nave  received,  anil  what  is  still  due ; 
these  points,  in  cases  of  doobt,  to  be  ascertained  by  a  particular  enquirv  of 
the  officers,  noa-coiamissioiied  officers  and  privates  of  each  company.  Th& 
accounts  thus  formed  and  ascertained,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  regimental 
pay^masters,  who  shall  draw  them  into  a  general  one,  and  settle  the  same 
with  the  commissioner  aforesaid,  and  the  eummtssioner  shall  certify  the  sums 
doe  on  such  accounts,  and  to  whom;  whereupon  warrants  shall  be  issoed 
forpayment,  in  like  manner  as  for  the  monthly  pay  of  the  troops : 

That  the  said  regimental  pay-masters  pay  the  arrearages  aforesaid  to  the 
nan-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  themselves,  or  therr  representatives, 
to  wham  they  are  dae ;  and  account  with  the  commissioner  aforesaid  for  the 
inoeeya  they  received  for  that  ose.  producing  the  receipts  of  the  non-com- 
miasiosed  oncers  and  soldiers,  or  their  representatives,  as  vouchers.  And 
if  npoB  such  accounting,  there  shail  appear  to  be  moneys  in  any  pay-master's 
hands,  received  for  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  afterwards 
died  or  deserted,  the  said  commissioner  sboH  certify  the  same  to  the  pay- 
master general,  or  his  deputv,  at  the  post  where  the  regiment  of  such  pay- 
master is  stationed,  to  whom  he  shall  pay  over  all  such  moneys  remaining  la 
his  hands: 
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Whereas  it  U  represented  to  ConffretMi,  tluit  the  iuhabitants  of  the  states 
of  Massachu setts -Baj,  Rhode-Llaud  and  Providence  Plantations,  are  dis* 
tressed  for  want  of  bread,  and  cannot  obtain  sappltes  except  from  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North -Carolina  and  South-Carolina :  and,  whereas,  a  private  trade 
for  grain  and  flour  between  the  said  states  might  be  injurious  and  ineffectual : 

Rtsolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  Marjiand, 
A'irginia,  North -Carolina  and  Soiith-Carolina,  at  their  discretion,  to  permit 
the  executive  powers  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  to  purchase  and  export,  under  proper  regulations,  such  quanti- 
ties of  grain  or  flour  as  they  may  judge  expedient^and  may  be  able  to  spare 
respectively. 

A  motion  having  been  made  to  strike  out  the  word  "  North  Carolina ;"  and 
on  tiie  question  that  it  sund  part  of  the  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re* 
quired  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Maryland^ 


Jir.-HmMuhiFe^  Mr.  WhippI 

Frost, 

Mattt/ttt-Batf,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Holten, 

SkiKte^aland^    Mr.  Ellery, 

CoUina, 


Connecticut^ 

Mew-Tork, 

NewJmetff 


ay 

«y 


«y^ 


Mr.  Dyer, 

Root,  ay 

Mr.  Jay,  ay 

Duune,  ay 

Mr.FrelinghauBcn,  ay 

Fell,  ay 

Permtyhania^  Mr.  Clingpui,  ay 

Shippen,  ay 

Amistroug*  ay 

Atlee,  ay. 


\^y 

V 

\oy 


oy 


ay 
\ay 

J 


Firgima, 


N.-Carothia^ 


S'-CaroHna, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Carmichael, 
•  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee» 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.Lee, 
CirifHn, 
Nelson, 

Mr.  Pcnn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Hutson, 


^y 


«yj 

ayS 

«y1 

ay 

«y? 

oy) 

ay^ajf 

«y3 


Mr.  Langwoit^y,    ay  )^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Besolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Marj- 
land  to  permit  the  schooner  Hanna,  Joseph  Malcolm,  master,  to  load  in  said 
state  with  flour  and  bar-iron,  it  appearing  to  Congress  that  the  said  vessel 
was  fitted  out  by  the  board  of  war  of  Massachusetts-Bay  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  public  magazines  in  tlie  said  state. 

SATURDAY,  February  27,  1779. 

Whereas  the  state  of  Maryland  have  granted  to  the  officers  of  their  troops 
a  fatuity  to  enable  them  to  equip  themselves  for  the  field  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign ;  and  whereas  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  money  so  granted  is  of 
tlie  emissions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  the  lltli,  I77b  i 

JResolved,  That  the  boai^  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  exchange  a  sum 
not  exceedinx  40,000  dollars  of  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  bricadier- 
geueral  Small  wood,  advanced  by  the  state  of  Maryland  to  tlieir  cominissiun- 
ed  officers. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th,  from  gen.  Washinston,  was  read,  enclosing,  a  letter 
irom  bri^dier Glover,  and  one  from  coL  Wigglesworth»  praying  leave  tore- 
sign  their  respective  commissions : 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  col.  Wigglesworth  be  referred  to  the  dele- 
gates of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

^  Besolved,  That  Congress,  sensible  of  brigadier-general  Gloiver's  past  me- 
rit, and  in  expectation  of  his  future  services*  direcf  the  commander  in  chief 
to  indulge  him  with  a  furlough  for  such  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  settle 
his  private  affairs. 

MONDAY,  .Miirc*  1,  1779. 

Mr.  Ja^,  president,  laid  before  Congress  a  continuation  of  bis  powers  as 
delegate  for  ilie  state  of  New-York,  which  was  read. 
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Satdvedt  ThtLt  the  commiUeev  to  whom  were  rtferred  the  letters  and  pa- 
pen  from  Mr*  President  Beed,  respecting  public  wagimn  employed  by  ma-* 
jor-teeBeml  Arnold,  be  empowered  to  aead  for  persons  and  papem,  and  to 
eitnuie  witnesses  on  oath. 

CMipese  remamed  tiie  consideration  of  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of 
Fcbrsiry  Mb,  and  ihereopon, 

AWtfsft  That  Mons.  Oneil  be  appointed  captain  of  infantry  in  brigadier-' 
general  coant  Pulaski's  lefi^ion  : 

liatMcms.  Verdiu,  Mons.  Beauliea,  Mons.  Rerlevan,and  Mons.  la  Close> 
k  appointed  lieateaants  in  tlie  said  legion. 

TUESDAY.  Jibrcfc  2,1779. 

The  btMird  of  war  having  represented  that  application  has  been  made  to 
the  board  for  arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  two  regiments  for  the  jear  1777, 
SMil  that  other  resiments  in  the  service  have  simitar  demands,  which  ought 
ttbeMljasted  and  paid  with  all  the  despatch  compatible  with  the  prevention 
of  fna^i  to  the  United  States : 

lUtdefd^  That  a  proper  person  be  forthwith  appointed  and  coramissiofl* 
ed  (o  fettle  and  pay  all  accounts  of  arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  the  tro^ips 
of  these  states  for  the  jear  1 777 : 

ITiat  this  commissioner  be  authorized  to  call  on  the  clothier-general 
aad  his  deputies*  for  immediate  and  exact  returns  of  all  clothing  bjr  them 
ihfeaed  for  the  j^ear  1777,  shewing  at  what  times*  to  whom,  and  for  wlmse  use 
the  same  was  issued ;  which  returns  the  clothier-^neral  and  his  deputies 
are  directed  to  make  acconlinglj.  The  clothiers  in  the  seteral  stated  are 
alse  desired  to  make  to  the  said  commissioner  similar  returns  of  all  the 
clothiof  by  them  issued  for  that  year,  on  account  of  the  United  States^  and 
tlie  goferumeBts  of  the  states  respectively  are  requested  to  give  the  orders 
and  assistance  necessary  for  this  end.  And  all  offcers  of  the  army  who 
have  received  clothing  for  the  troops,  either  of  any  continental  or  state  do- 
thler,  or  by  purchase  or  impressment,  are  directed  to  render  to  the  com mis- 
•Moer  aforeMiti,  a  return  of  the  same,  and  account  with  him  for  their  due 
apj^icatiea : 

That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  officers  commanding  at  any  separate 
posts,  do  forthwith  cause  the  captains  and  officere  commanding  companies, 
10  the  troops  nnder  their  immediate  commands,  to  make  out  the  accounts  of 
their  respectiTe  companies,  specifying  the  names  of  the  claimants  still  in  the 
service,  where  they  are,  what  they  nave  received,  anrl  what  is  still  due ; 
these  points,  in  cases  of  doobt,  to  be  ascertained  by  a  particular  enquirv  of 
the  oincers,  non-coiamissioned  officers  and  privates  of  each  compsny.  The 
accottuts  thus  formed  and  ascertained,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  resimental 
pay-masters,  who  shall  draw  them  into  a  general  one,  and  gettle  U\e  same 
with  the  commissioner  aforesaid,  and  the  commissioner  shall  certify  the  sums 
doe  on  such  accounts,  and  to  whom;  whereupon  warrants  shall  be  issoed 
forpayment,  in  like  manner  as  for  the  monthly  pay  of  the  troops : 

That  the  said  regimental  pay-masters  pay  the  arrearages  aforesaid  to  the 
noo-commissioned  officers  and  S4ildiers  themselves,  or  thetr  representatives, 
to  whom  they  are  due;  and  account  with  the  commissioner  aforesaid  for  the 
numeya  they  received  for  that  ose,  producing  the  receipts  of  the  non-com- 
missioBed  oncers  and  soldiers,  or  their  representatives,  as  vouchers.  And 
if  upoB  such  accounting,  there  shall  appear  to  be  moneys  in  any  pay-master's 
hands,  received  for  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  afterwards 
died  or  deserted,  the  said  commissioner  shoH  certify  the  same  to  the  pay- 
master general,  or  his  deputv,  at  the  post  where  the  regiment  of  such  pay- 
masteris  stationed,  to  whom  he  shall  pay  over  all  such  moneys  remaintog  in 
hishaads: 
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That  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  entitled  to  the  contineDtal 
boantj  of  clothing,  who  served  in  the  year  1777 f  but  are  not  now  in  the  ser- 
Tice,  and  their  representatives  in  case  of  death,  shall  also  receive  the  arrear- 
ages due  for  such  clothing :  provided  thej  produce,  or  transmit  to  the  com- 
missioner aforesaid,  accounts  thereof,  properly  authenticated  bv  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  officers  under  whom  they  immediately  served,  or  other  snfficieot 
evidence.  And  the  said  commissioner  being  satisfied  therewith,  sliall  certify 
the  sums  due  on  those  accounts ;  whereupon  warrants  shall  issue  as  afore- 
said for  payment ; 

That  as  in  the  course  of  this  enquiry  it  may  appear,  that  the  clothing 
issued  to  divers  non-commissioned  officers  and  solJiers  for  the  year  177Tf 
exceeds  the  bounty  allowed  by  Congress,  the  regimental  pay-maatm  shalJ 
enter  the  names  of  sUch  in  two  separate  rolls,  for  the  inspection  of  the  com- 
missioner aforesaid,  who  shall  transmit  one  of  them  to  the  pay -master  gen- 
eral, or  his  deputy  at  the  post  where  the  regiments  may  happen  to  be,  and 
the  other  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  to  which  such  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers  belong,  who  shall  thereupon  be  put  onder 
stoppages  by  order  of  such  commanding  officers,  to  the  amount  of  the  sur- 
plusages of  the  allowed  bounty ;  for  which  the  regimental  pay -masters  shall 
account  with  the  pay- master  general  or  his  deputy  aforesaid,  upon  every 
application  for  the  regiment's  monthly  pay : 

That  the  said  commissioner  be  permitted  to  employ  one  or  more  clerk  or 
clerks,  to  assist  him  in  executing  tne  commission  aforesaid,  as  the  business 
shall  reauire : 

That  the  said  commissioner  be  allowed,  while  in  actual  service,  the  same 
pay  and  subsistence  as  an  auditor  of  the  army ;  and  that  he  be  appointed  by, 
and  accountable  to,  the  board  of  war,  and  continue  in  office  so  Ions;  only  as 
they  shall  think  proper ;  and  that  his  clerk,  if  the  board  of  war  shall  deem  it 
to  be  necessary  he  should  be  allowed  one,  have  the  same  pay  and  subsistence 
as  is  granted  to  a  clerk  of  an  auditor  of  accounts  in  the  armjr. 

Whereas  tlie  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations  is  invaded, 
and  hath  represented  to  Congress,  that  by  reason  thereof  it  is  unable  to  levy 
the  proportion  of  the  continental  tax  assigned  them  for  the  present  year : 

Resolved^  That  50,000  dollars  be  taken  from  the  apportionment  of  the  tax 
for  the  present  year  to  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations ; 
and  that  the  same,  by  the  consent  of  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  South-Caro- 
lina, be  added  to  the  apportionment  of  that  state. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mr.  D'Uaglaa, 
represent,  that  gen.  Pulaski  has  expressed  his  wish  that  Mr.D'Ugglaa  sEmild 
be  appointed  adjutant  to  his  corps;  and  therefore  be^  leave  to  report. 

That  George  Gustuve  D'Uffglaa,  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  legicm 
commanded  by  general  count  Pulaski : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  report,  the  states  were  equally  divided, 
and  the  question  lost. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  3, 1779. 

Mr..  Muhlenberg,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  produced 
credentials,  by  which  it  appears  that  Frederick  Muhlenberg,  Henry  Wyn- 
koop,  and  James  M^Clene,  esqrs.  were,  on  the  second  of  this  month,  elected 
delegates  to  represent  the  state  in  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Edward  Biddle, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  and  William  Ciingan,  esqrs. 

c 

THURSDAY*  JUorcfa  4,  1779. 

Mr.  J.  M<Clene,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress. 
A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  desiring  to  know  the 
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sense  of  Congress,  whether  the  sapemQinerarjr  officers  are  entitled  to  one 
year's  sufaBaslence  aa  well  as  pay,  by  virtae  of  the  resolution  of  the  24th  of 
r^o^eiaber  last;  Whereupon, 

Raohxi^  That  the  supernumerary  officers,  under  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, of  tke  524th  of  November  last,  are  not  entitled  to  subsistence  from 


A  nemorial  from  Robert  Jewell,  was  read ;  whereupon.  Congress  took  into 
coQsidermtioQ  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  a  former  memoiial  of  R.  Jewell ; 
aaci,  thereapon, 

Jieaolved,  That  eight  dollars  a  da^  be  allowed  to  Robert  Jewell,  keeper 
of  the  new  gaol  in  Philadelphia,  for  himself,  his  door  keeper,  and  joccasional 
clerk: 

That  hts  two  assistants  be  allowed  four  dollars  each  per  day : 
That  the  par  of  these  allowances  commence  the  20tn  day  of  June,  1778, 
%rVkca  the  said  R.  Jewell  and  his  assistants  resumed  the  charge  of  the  said  gaol. 

FRIDAY,  Mirch  5,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  96^  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read :  Whereupon, 
Mesoivedt  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
proride  such  supplies  and  articles  of  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as  the 
board  of  war  shall,  from  time  to  time,  desire  them  to  procure. 

A  letter,  of  February  25  th,  was  read,  from  H.  Pawling,  major  of  col.  Mal- 
colmi's  regiment,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  commission  : 
RaoUtdj  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter  of  February  the  12th,  from  brigadier  Varnum,  was  read,  desiring 
a  disaiflBion  from  the  army : 
JIhsalved,  That  the  resignation  of  brigadier  Varnum  be  accepted. 
A  letter,  of  February  the  9th,  from  the  l>oard  of  war,  was  read :  Whereupon, 
Beaoloedt  That  the  quarter-roaster  general,  commissary  of  purchases,  and 
clotbier-general,  and  such  of  their  deputies  as  they  shall  appoint  for  that 
pivrpose,  be,  and  thej^  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  pay  all  certifi- 
cates (df  the  authenticity  whereof  they  are  or  shall  be  satisfied)  for  provi- 
sioss,  /brage,  clothing,  or  other  articles  within  the  line  of  their  respective 
deportments,  furnished  by  the  inhabitants  to  the  troops  on  detachments,  or 
in  cases  of  necessity,  where  supplies  could  not  be  obtained  in  a  regular 
cuorae ;  for  which  sums  so  to  be  paid,  they  shall  be  allowed  for  their  trouble 
one  half  per  cent*  and  no  more.    The  evidence  of  such  supplies  being  fur- 
nished shall,  so  £ur  as  regards  the  party  of  whom  received,  be  the  cectificates . 
of  the  officers  receiving  uiem.    But  the  officers  in  the  said  departments,  the 
clothiers  excepted,  paying  the  same,  shall  notify  the  officers  who  gave  such 
certificates  to  render  an  account  of  the  application  of  the  articles  so  received, 
and' the  said  officers  are  hereby  directed  to  render  such  account  accordingly: 
and  the  said  quarter-master  and  commissary -general,  and  their  deputies,  so 
payii^  the  said  certificates,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  ex- 
ainine  and  settle  the  said  accounts.    And  whensoever  any  misconduct  shaU 
appear  in  any  officer  signing  a  certificate,  the  same  shall  be  reported  to  the 
coiainander  tn  chief,  if  the  said  officer  be  with  the  main  army,  and  if  not,  to 
the  commanding  general  or  officer  of  the  detachment  of  the  army  wherein  such 
officer  sluiU  serve,  that  i^  trial  and  examination  be  had  by  a  court-martial. 
And  if  there  shall  be  any  injustice  done  to  the  public,  or  the  articles  received 
by  the  officers  were  unnecessary,  or  did  not  come  to  the  use  of  the  troops, 
the  officer  found  delinquent  shall  be  obli^  to  refund  to  the  United  States 
the  whole  of  the  moneys  paid  on  the  certifioate  in  pursuance  hereof,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  shall  be  adjudged  reasonable,  and  be  cashiered,  or  otherwise 
dealt  witb  as  a  court-martial  shall  determine. 

The  clothier-general,  or  his  deputies,  shall  transmit  to  the  commissioner 
Vol.111.  28 
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appointed  for  settling  the  accounts  of  tlie  arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  the 
soldiers  in  the  army,  copies  of  such  certificates  as  shall  be  paid  bj  him,  that 
the  officers  signing  the  certificates  may  be  called  on  by  the  said  commissioner 
to  render  an  account  of  the  distribution  of  the  articles^  which  shall  be  duly 
charged  to  the  men  who  have  received  them.  In  case  of  misconduct  of  any 
officer  signing  a  certificate,  the  like  proceedings  shall  be  had,  on  the  applica- 
tion and  report  of  the  commissioner  of  clothing,  as  are  herein  before  directed. 
No  certincate  given  before  this  date  shall  be  paid,  unl6ss  the  same  be  pre- 
sented for  payment  within  six  months  from  this  day ;  and  no  certificate 
hereafter  given  shall  be  paid,  unless  presented  to  the  proper  officer  withta 
three  months  after  the  date  thereof. 

And  whereas  it  will  be  necessary  that  in  future  certificates  bemoreformallir 
authenticated,  to  prevent  many  inconveniencies  which  may  arise  stmilar  to 
those  already  experienced: 

Resolved,  That  certificates  hereafter  given  by  commissioned  officers,  for 
articles  received  for  the  use  of  the  army,  be  signed  with  their  names  at  fall 
length,  and  the  rank  they  hold  ;  and  if  under  a  general  officer,  that  the  regi- 
ment to  which  they  belong  be  added : 

That  the  particular  articles  received  be  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  cer- 
tificate, their  value,  the  time  when,  and  place  where  recei%'ed,  in  letters  and 
not  in  figures ; 

That  Uie  certificates  be  directed  to  the  principal  of  the  department,  nvhose 
dutj^  it  is  to  provide  the  articles  so  received,  or  nis  nearest  aeputy  ;  separate 
certificates  to  be  given  whensoever  the  articles  appertain  to  tne  several  de- 
partments : 

That  officers  keep  exact  copies  of  the  certificates  they  give,  and  transmit 
other  copies  to  the  nearest  deputy  or  agent  in  the  department,  giving  him  the 
necessary  information  respecting  the  business : 

That  the  deputies  transmit  copies  of  all  the  certificates  they  pay  to  their 
principals,  that  enquiry  may  be  made  whether  the  giving  the  certificates  was 
necessary  for  the  public  service,  and  whether  the  things'  received  hare  been 
properly  applied : 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  M.  Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  brigacUer  Thompson 
and  other  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  now  prisoners  of  war 
on  Lon^-Island ;  and  also  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  council  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  with  sundrjr  papers  enclosed  respecting  pri- 
soners of  war  on  the  said  island,  brought  in  a  report;  whereupon.  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas,  Congress  have  on  M  occasions  manifested  an  earnest  desire  to 
alleviate  the  calamities  of  war,  and  more  especially  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  those  brave  and  virtuous  men,  who  with  inflexible  fortitude  have  sustained 
the  rigours  of  a  long  captivity;  but  all  overtures  have  from  a  variety  of  ob- 
stacles hitherto  proved  ineffectual : 

Besohed,  therefore,  That  general  Washington,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  Statef^,  be,  abd  he  hereby  is  fully  authorized  and  em- 
powered, at  his  discretion,  to  negotiate  and  establish  with  the  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Bntannic  majesty's  forces,  a  cartel  or  agreement  for  a  general 
exchange  of  prisoners,  comprehending  the  convention  troops,  or  a  more  par- 
tial agreement  for  any  particular  or  cwfinite  number  of  prisoners;  and  to  fix 
and  conclude  upon  the  terms  of  the  said  exchange,  ascertaining  and  allowing 
an  equivalent  of  inferior  for  superior  oflScers,  and  an  equivalent  of  privates 
for  officers,  according  to  such  proportion  as  has  been  customary  or  shall  ap- 
f€Bx  to  him  to  be  just  and  equitable ;  and  to  appoint  commissioners  and  tho 
time  and  place  of  their  meeUng,  to  treat  and  confer  with  the  commissioners 
to  be  authorized  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  forces,  on  tlje  funu 
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&nd  nuiDner  of  such  exchange;  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  acts  and 
stipjuVatioQS  of  the  aaid  commissioners,  being  notified  and  confirmed  by  the 
respec^fe  commanders  in  chief  aforesaid,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

SATURDAY,  March  6,  1779. 

A  BOBorial  from  the  chevalier  de  la  Colombe,  was  read,  desiring  to  obtain 
the  coamiasion  of  major  in  tiie  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  serve  as 
aapemonierary  aid-de-camp  to  major-general  baron  de  Kalb«  who  has  express- 
ed a  desire  to  have  him  as  such  for  the  en&uing  eampaign ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved^  Thdt  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  not  complied  with. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Burke,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on  appeals  of  January  19th, 
1779,  having,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  to  them  eiven,  examined  into 
the  causes  of  the  refusal  of  the  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state 
oC  Peansylvania,  to  carry  into  execution  the  decree  of  the  court  or  commit- 
tee oC  i|ipeal9,  report, 

"That  on  a  libel  in  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  esse  of  the  sloop  Active,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  in  the  following 
words,  viz.  **  one-fourth  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sloop  Active  and  her  car- 
go to  ^e  first  claimants,  three-fourths  of  the  net  proceeds  uf  the  said  sloop 
and  her  cargo  to  the  libellant  and  the  second  claimant,  as  per  agreement  be- 
tween them ;''  which  verdict  was  confirmed  by  the  judge  of  the  court,  and 
sentence  passed  thereon.    From  this  sentence  or  judgment  and  verdict,  an 
ap|pesi«as  lodged  with  the  secretary  of  Congress,  ana  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  Congress  <^  to  hear  and  determine  finally  upon  all  appeals 
knn^iio  Caneress"  from  the  courts  of  admiralty  of  the  several  states: 

Tut  the  said  committee,  after  solemn  argument  and  full  hearing  of  the 
parties  by  their  advocates,  and  taking  time  to  consider  thereof,  proceeded  to 
tbe  publication  of  their  definitive  sentence  or  decree,  thereby  reversing  the 
s«nteikce  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  making  a  new  decree,  and  ordering  pro- 
cess to  issue  out  of  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
carry  this  their  decree  into  execution : 

That  the  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty  refused  to  carry  into  execution 
the  decree  of  the  said  committee  on  appeaU,  and  has  assigned  as  the  reason 
of  his  refusal,  that  an  act  of  the  lerislature  of  the  saM  state  has  declared  that 
the  finding  of  a  jury  shall  establish  the  facts  in  all  trials  in  the  courts  of  ad- 
miralty, without  re-examination  or  appeal,  and  that  an  appeal  is  permitted 
onlv  from  the  decree  of  the  judee : 

lliat  bavins  examined  the  said  act,  which  is  entitled,  <<  an  act  for  establish- 
ing a  court  of  admiralty,"  passed  at  a  session  which  commenced  on  the  4th 
of  August,  1778,  the  committee  find  the  following  words,  viz.  *'the  findine 
of  the  jury  shall  establish  the  facts,  without  re-examination  or  appeal,"  and 
in  the  seventh  section  of  the  same  act  the  following  words,  viz.  "  in  all  cases 
of  captuses  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the  judge  of  admiralty  of  this  state, 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Continental  Congress  or  such  person  or  persons  as 
thej  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint,  for  hearing  and  trying  appeals." 

That  although  Congress,  by  their  resolution  of  November  £5th,  1775,  re- 
commended it  to  the  several  legislatures  to  erect  courts  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  concerning  captures,  and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  such  cases 
be  had  by  a  jury,  yet  it  is  provided  that  in  all  cases  an  appeal  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  Congress  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  for  the 
trial  of  appeals;"  Whereupon, 

Jie$olvea»  That  Congress,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they  appoint  to  hear 
snd  determine  appeals  from  the  courts  of  admiralty,  have  necessarily  the' 
power  to  examines  as  well  into  decisions  en  facts  as  decisions  on  the  law,  and 
10  decree  finally  thereon,  and  that  no  finding  of  a  jury  in  any  court  of  ad- 
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miralty,  or  coart  for  determining  the  legality  of  captures  on  the  hiah  aeaa  can 
or  ought  to  destroy  the  right  of  appeal  and  the  re-examination  of  the  facts 
reserved  to  Congress : 

That  no  act  or  anj  one  state  can  or  naght  to  destroy  the  right  of  appeals 
to  Congress  in  the  sense  above  declared : 

That  Congress  is  by  these  United  States  invested  with  the  sopreme  sot- 
erei^n  power  of  war  and  peace : 

That  the  power  of  execating  the  law  of  nations  is  essential  to  the  so^- 
ereisn  supreme  poWer  of  war  and  peace : 

That  tne  le^tity  of  all  captures  on  the  high-seas  mast  be  determined  bj 
the  law  of  nations : 

That  the  authority  untimately  and  finally  to  decide  on  all  matters  and 
questions  touching  the  law  of  nations,  does  reside  and  is  vested  in  the  sov- 
erejsn  supreme  power  of  war  and  peace :  ' 

'fhat  a  controul  by  appeal  is  necessary^  in  onler  to  compel  a  just  and  uni- 
form execution  of  the  law  of  nations : 

That  the  said  controul  must  extend  as  well  over  the  decisions  of  janes 
as  judses  in  courts  for  determining  the  lesality  of  captures  on  the  sea ; 
otherwise  the  juries  would  be  possessed  of  9ie  ultimate  supreme  power  oi 
executing  the  law  of  nations  in  all  cases  of  captures^  and  might  at  any  time 
exercise  the  same  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  being  con- 
trouled  ;  a  construction  which  involves  many  inconveniencies  and  alraurdl* 
ties,  destroys  an  essential  part  of  the  power  of  war  and  peace  entrusted  to 
Coneress,  and  would  disable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  ^vinr 
satisfaction  to  foreign  nations  complaining  of  a  violation,  of  neutralities,  <? 
treaties  or  other  breaches  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  would  enable  a  jury  in 
any  one  state  to  involve  the  United  States  in  hostilities ;  a  contruction  which 
for  these  and  many  other  reasons  is  inadmissible : 

That  this  power  of  controulin^  by  appeal  the  several  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tions of  the  states,  has  hitherto  been  exercised  by  Congress  by  the  medium 
of  a  committee  of  their  own  members  : 

Rtsolvedf  That  the  committee  before  whom  vras  determined  the  appeal 
from  the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  case  ot  the 
sloop  Active,  was  duly  constituted  and  authorized  to  determine  the  same : 

On  passing  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.Searle, 


NeuhHampahire,  Mr.  Fnwt, 
Muaa^tctU-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

LoveU, 


CanneeUeutf 

Sew-Yark. 

J^riaif4mr$eyt 
PenmyhamOf 


Holten, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 

Mr.  Jajr, 
Floyd, 

Mr.  WitherspooiiffM  y* 

Mr.  Annstrong,     no' 
Shippen,         no 
Atlee,  no  >no 

Searle,  no 


Maryland^ 


Mr.  Plater,  ay^ 

Carraichae],    ay  >€iy 

«y3 


Henry, 
Firgima,  Mr.  T.  Adams, 

M.  Smitli, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
yoHh-CanHnOf  Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
South-CanUnOt  Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


«y 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Laogworthy,  ay  ^ 


M^Clene,        fio. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  had  competent  iurisdiction  to  make 
thereon  a  final  decree,  and  therefore  their  decree  ought  to  be  carried  into 
execiltion. 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Searle, 


Ikw-Bampihiref  Mr.  Frost,  ay  )4nf 

^tduo^MUo-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Aduns^  ay^ 

Lovell,  ay\  ay 

Hdten,  ay) 


Rhode-Itlandf 
Connecticut, 


Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 


oyS 


<^ 
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JVrB-NJerarif, 
Pcxmylemzii, 


Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Witherapoon, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Shippen, 

Seane, 

M^Clene, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 


N.'CaroUnOy 
Creorgia, 


Mr.  T.  AdaiDS, 
M.  Smith, 
U.  H.  Lee, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 

Mr.  Langwortby, 


So  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmative. 

Besolved,  That  the  general  assemblj  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Congress  on 
the  satiject  ot  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  sloop  Active,  and  the  objec- 
tioDiS  nade  to  the  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  committee  on  appeals,  to 
the  end,  that  proper  measures  may  be  adopted  for  removing  the  said  obsta- 
cles; and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  hold  the  said  conference 
with  a  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  R.  ti.  Lee.  ^ 

The  marine  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  gratification  to  be  allowed 
to  captain  Peter  Landais,  for  his  services  in  transporting  military  stores  to 
America,  report* 

**TViat  in  consideration  of  the  danger  captain  Landais  was  exposed  to 
wtilsthe  was  engaged  in  that  service,  and  the  propriety  with  which  he  exe- 
cvtedit,he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  12,000  livres,  and  that  a  bill  be  drawn  on 
France  for  that  sum :" 
Sesalvedj  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr  Burke,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Robert  Temple,  report,  that  thev  have 
examined  the  several  charges  in  the  account  exhibited  in  his  memorial,  and 
are  of  opinion » 

"That  the  locust  trees,  locust  nursery,  elm,  walnut,  and  oak  trees,  apple 
treei,  posts  and  rails  and  stones,  framed  fences,  sheep  house,  oak  plank,  and 
the  building  on  his  wharf,  being  taken  by  the  orders  of  the  officers  of  the 
continental  army,  and  applied  to  the  public  use,  the  said  Robert  Temple 
ought  to  be  paid  for  the  same  as  follows,  viz. 


Framed  fence,      -  200  a£  lawful 

Sheep-houses,  -  200 
Plank,  .  .  62 
A  building  on  the 

^hai-ft         -       -  200* 

6702  £  hLwM  money. 


Far  locust  trees,  -  -    4800  £  lawful. 

Apple  trees^         -  -      140 

Kunery,  -  -      500 

EJm  and  walnut  trees,  &g.      100 
400  rods  pcMt  and  rul  fence 

and  stone  wall  400 

For  another  400  rods  post 

and  Tail  fence,    -  -    100 

That  the  destruction  of  the  voung  fruit  trees,  and  the  injuries  done  to  his 
bams  and  dwelling  house,  stables,  dairy,  and  offices,  ought  to  be  considered 
as  damages  occasioned  by  the  war;  and  that  the  said  Robert  Temple,  in  re- 
spect to  the  said  damages,  ought  to  be  in  the  same  situation  as  all  other  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  who  have  suffered  in  the  common  calamity  : 

That  the  sum  of  £  2500,  lawful  money,  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
had)  been  paid  to  the  said  Robert  Temple,  which,  deducted  from  £  6702  like 
money,  to  which  the  articles  for  which  he  ought  to  be  paid  amount,  leave  a 
balance  of  jS  4202  like  money,  equal  to  14,006  2-3  dollars  :"  Whereupon, 

Raolved,  That  the  late  quarter-master  general  pay  to  the  said  Robert 
Temple,  the  said  balance  of  £  4202,  lawful  money,  equal  to  14,006  2-3  dol- 
lars ',  and  that  on  the  settlement  of  his  public  accounts  he  be  allowed  the 
same^  as  well  as  the  J62500  before  paid  to  the  said  Robert  Temple. 
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MONDAY,  March  8,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  all  military  commissioDs  be  filled  up  at  the  war  office,  and 
attested  bj  their  secretary,  and  then  presented  for  signing  to  the  president 
of  Congress,  who  shall  sign  the  same :  after  signature  bj  the  president,  tber 
shall  be  sent  back  to  the  war  office,  and  there  registered  verbatim  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose :  after  having  been  examined  by  the  board,  the 
seal  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  which  the  said  board  are  herebj  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  provide,  shall  be  affixed  to  the  certificates  or  attes* 
tatiunsofthe  entries  of  all  such  commissions. 

Jiesolved,  That  all  appointments  of  officers  in  tlie  continental  service  br 
the  respective  states,  be,  in  the  first  instance,  bj  warrant,  certified  in  such 
manner  as  thev  shall  severally  direct,  to  the  board  of  war,  whereupon  proper 
commissions  shall  be  made  out  in  the  manner  abovementioned. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  were  refeired  the  memorials  of  Messrs.  James 
Elliot  and  Thomas  M^Intire,  report, 

'<  That  it  appears  Mr.  Elliot  received  a  commission  or  appointment  in 
February  last,  from  captain  James  Willing  and  Mr.  Oliver  roUock,  conti- 
nental agent  at  New-Orleans,  to  act  as  lieutenant  of  ennneers ;  and  that  Mr. 
M'lutire,  being  an  ensign  returned  from  captivity,  but  naving  novacaocjr  in 
his  regiment  in  which  to  serve,  went  from  York-town  with  captain  Willing  in 
the  character  of  his  lieutenant,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  with  much  repu- 
tation, and  acquired  considerable  property  for  the  United  States  by  captures 
from  the  enemy :  that  it  appears  Mr.  Elliot  behaved  irreproachably,  and 
raised  a  number  of  men  fur  the  service  ;  that  whatever  might  be  the  authority 
of  captain  Willing  or  Mr.  Pollock  to  make  these  appointments,  the  gentlemen 
acted  under  presumption  that  their  appointments  were  valid  :"  Wnereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Elliot,  late  of  New -Orleans,  be  appointed  a 
captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States : 

That  he  receive  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  from  the  27th  day  of  February^ 
1778,  to  the  time  of  his  present  appointment; 

That  Mr.  Thomas  M'lntire,  in  consideration  of  bis  merit  and  services,  be 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States : 

That  he  receive  the  pay  of  lieutenant  from  the  SOth  day  of  December,  ITTT, 
to  the  time  of  his  present  appointment : 

That  capt.  Elliut  and  capt.  M'Intire  be  ordered  to  the  western  department, 
to  be  employed  there  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department  snail  think 
proper. 

■ 

TUESDAY,  March  9,  1779. 

The  board  of  treasury  report. 

That  conbidering  the  services  and  suffisrings  of  such  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  anil  soldiers  of  the  3d  Pennsylvania  regiment,  as  were  taken 
prisoners  at  New- York  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1776,  there  be  no  other  stop- 
pages than  such  as  are  already  made  for  clothing  supplied  previous  and  sub- 
sequent to  their  captivity : 

jResolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Eleazer  Oswald  and  capt.  John  Brown,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  27  other  persons,  praying  a  compensation  for  the  capture  of  two 
vessels  on  Lake  Champlain  in  May,  1775,  with  brass  cannon,  ammunition, 
stores,  furovisions,  &c.  report. 

That  in  their  opinion  trie  memorialists  have  no  claim  of  justice  to  the  com- 
pensation referred  to,  but  that  considering  the  utility  of  the  enterprize,  and 
the  spirit  with  which  it  was  conducted,  a  gratuity  ought  to  be  made  to  them  ; 
Whereupon* 
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gtaoltd^Tkii  warrant  Usue  oo  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  lieutenant-col 

^ItwK^^^iollars,  to  be  by  him  distributed  to  the  oflRcers  and  sol- 

tfiiw4  m  the  said  enterprise,  agreeably  to  the  proportions  esta- 

liie  catt  of  captures  of  vessels  made  by  lieutenant-colonel  Brown 

-^ifcratid;  and  that  lieutenant-colonel  Oswald  be  charged  with 

v,iBd  (Irodace  receipts  from  the  persons  concerned  for  payment 

fnportiooiofthe  said  allowance. 

■snal  from  Samuel  Ensign,  a  soldier  in  capt.  Spaulding's  indepen- 
JUafii^M^f  was  read,  prayingfon  account  of  his  peculiar  circumstances, 
gMk^^Bni^l^  from  the  service  : 
"■     iimi  ^' 


the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 

iKno/EiM,  That  John  Brown,  of  Massachusetts -Bay,  who  is  un- 

ofdeath,  by  judgment  of  a  court-martial,  and  who  is  recom- 

Bgress  for  mercy,  be  pardoned. 

fw  the  board  ot  war  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

',nat  col.  Francis  de  Malmedy  have  leave  to  join  the  southern 

Ilk  employed  agreeably  to  his  rank,  either  in  the  command  of 

if%bt  infantry,  if  light  corps  are  formed  out  of  the  battalions, 

terwajaa  major-general  Lincoln  shall  deem  most  conducive  to 

:i(     JmMpA  "^^  t^o  members  be  elected  for  the  standing  committee  for 
^mlHB  sal  itolly  determining  on  appeals  brought  to  Congress,  to  be 
^SUfftkltpi^/kjton,  Mr.  Etlery,and  Mr.  Henry,  the  present  members  of 
'  '~k:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Root,  and  Mr.  Paca. 

Bito  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
commander  in  chief:  Whereupon, 
llttthe  infantry  of  these  United  States  for  the  next  campaigu 
ife^hty  battalions,  viz. 
SflfliBir-Hampshire  ;  15  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  2  of  Rhode-Island  and 
Anitaoe  Plantations ;  8  of  Connecticut ;  5  of  New-York ;  3  of  New- 
JnHf ;  II  tf  Pennsylvania ;  1  of  Delaware;  8  of  Maryland;  11  of  Virgi- 
A(9#fbrth-Carolina;  6  of  South-Carolina ;  1  of  Georgia. 

IMcidof  the  said  battalions  consist  of  the  number  of  commissioned 
iMM-conmissioned  officers  and  privates  established  by  an  act  of  Cou« 
pMcd  on  the  27th  day  of  May  last. 

s  Congress  by  an  act  of  January  2dd  last,  did,  amons  other  things^ 
the  commander  iu  chief  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  to 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war  new  recruits  in  the  United  States^ 
plete  the  battalions  to  their  proper  complement ;  and  for  this  pur- 
ple to  grant  to  each  new  recruit  who  should  inlist  in  any  of  the  conti- 
a  battalions  during  the  war,  such  a  bounty  as  the  commander  in  chief 
diink  fit,  but  not  to  exceed  200  dollars ;  and  it  being  apprehended 
!  ^hUhesaid  provision  will  not  answer  the  good  purposes  thereby  intended  : 
^  Mmh  i  if.  That  the  above  recited  clause  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  be  re« 
pitt ;  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make 
ttaad  complete  their  respective  battalions  to  their  full  complement  by 
mi||^tB,or  in  any  other  manner  they  shall  think  proper;  and  that  they 
iMAar  quotas  of  deficiencies  ready  to  take  the  fiela,  and  to  march  to  such 
fmm  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  without  delay : 
'4ita  bounty  of  200  dollars,  out  of  the  continental  treasury,  shall  be 
Itnted  to  each  recruit,  who,  after  the  2Sdday  of  January  last,  hath  inlisted^ 
i^riall  inlist  during  the  war ;  or  in  case  the  state  shall  have  granted  as  great, 
ilTtteater  bounty,  the  said  200  dollars,  for  every  such  recruit,  shall  be  pas- 
Wtothe  credit  of  the  state  respectively  for  whose  quota  he  shall  be  raised. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  report, 
Tliat  thc^  have  considered  a  petition  of  Joseph  Pbllbuck,  of  the  24t!i  of 
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July,  1777 ;  a  letter  from  the  hon.  Mesheck  Weare,  president  of  the  state 
of  New-Haropshire,  dated  NoYember  6th,  1778,  enclosing  affidaTits  of  Sam- 
uel Davis  and  Ephraim  Whitney;  a  memorial  of  John  Ha^rman  and  Mat- 
thew Hollenback,  of  the  10th  of  November  last;  a  petition  of  William 
Gettes,  of  January  ^th ;  and  another  from  Thomas  Newark,  of  22d  of 
February  last,  relative  to  their  respective  losses  of  continental  money  by 
fire  and  water ;  and  are  of  opinion. 

That  the  facts  set  fortli  in  several  of  the  petitions  are  not  well  supported ; 
that  it  appears  to  the  committee  unnecessary  to  state  the  evidence  adduced 
in  support  thereof,  since  admitting  the  facts  respecting  the  destruction  of  the 
bills,  there  is  not  evidence  to  prove  them  not  to  have  been  counterfeit ;  that 
if  this  be  not  required,  the  public  must  be  exposed  to  the  greatest  impositions 
and  frauds,  particularly  from  persons  employed  in  making  and  passing  coun  • 
terfeit  bills,  and  that  U>r  these,  and  many  other  reasons,  the  committee  are 
clearly  of  qpiniou  the  prayers  of  the  said  memorials,  and  petitions,  and  letter, 
be  not  granted : 

Resolved^  Tliat  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  10,  1779. 

The  committee  consisting  of  the  delegates  of  Massachvsetts,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  letters  from  col.  Edward  W^iggles worth,  to  the  command- 
er in  chief,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  col.  Wieglesworth's  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  gen. 
Washington  give  him  sucn  certificate  of  nis  past  services  as  he  shall  have 
merited. 

THURSDAY,  .Varc^  11,  1779. 

A  letter  from  lieutenant  William  Ritter,  of  col.  Proctor's  regiment,  was 
read,  desirins  leave  to  resign  his  commission  : 

Fesolvedj  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war  brou^t  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  engineers  in  toe  service  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
formed  into  a  corps,  and  stvled  the  *<  corps  of  engineers;"  and  shall  take  rank 
and  enjoy  the  same  rights,  lionors,  and  privileges,  with  the  other  troops  on  the 
continental  establishment : 

That  a  commandant  of  the  corps  of  engineers  shall  be  appointed  by  Con- 

Sress,  to  whom  their  orders,  or  those  of  the  commander  in  chief,  shall  be  ad- 
ressed  ;  and  such  commandant  shall  render  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
to  the  board  of  war,  an  account  of  every  matter  relative  to  his  department : 

That  the  engineers  shall  rank  in  their  own  corps,  according  to  the  dates 
of  their  respective  commissions : 

That  every  year,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  the  command- 
ant of  the  corps  shall  propose  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  to  the  board  of 
war,  such  a  disposition  otthe  engineers  as  he  shall  judge  most  advantageous, 
according  to  the  knowledge  whidi  he  is  supposed  to  have  of  their  talents  and 
capacity. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of-war  be  empowered  and  directed  to  form  sucK 
regulations  for  the  corps  of  engineers  ana  companies  of  sappers  and  miners, 
as  they  ittdge  most  conaucive  to  the  public  service;  and  that  the  board  report 
such  allowances  as  they  judge  adequate  and  reasonable  to  be  made  to  the 
officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers  for  travelling  charges,  and  when  on  com- 
mand at  a  distance  from  camp,  or  in  places  where  they  cannot  draw  rations. 

* 

FRIDAY,  March  12,  1779. 

The  marine  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  as  there  are  private  persons  who  claim  an  interest  in  tlie 
armed  cutter  Revenge,  the  said  vessel  be  sold  at  public  auction ;  and  that  the 
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mariiie  committee  be  directed  to  make  such  s^le,  and  to  bi4  M  lAUch  for  6er 
as  9be  has  been  appraised  at. 

The  conimttee,  comsisting  of  Mr.  Hjarvej,  Mr.  Holten,  Mr.  Drayton,  and 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundrj  merchants 
of  Phtladelphia,  respecting  ^oods  taken  from  them  for  the  public  serrice,  im- 
mediatelj  after  the  evacuation  of  the  oitj  bj  the  enemj,  and  other  jiapers  r«- 
latifetothe  said  goods,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereqpoh» 

Enolred,  That  the  clothier-general  be,  and  hereby  is,  ordered,  if  there  be 
aoj  of  the  goods  on  hand,  bj  him  taken  from  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
at  me  tiiiie  of  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  enemy,  and  not  fit  for  the  use 
of  tbe  arjny,  to  return  soch  gooils  to  the  persons  from  whom  they  were  taken 
vithoiit  delay ;'  that  for  all  such  good^  as  be  has  sold  to  private  persons,  he 
piv  to  the  persons  from  whom  they  were  taken  (hp  sums  for  which  they  were 
sufd:  ' 

With  regard  to  the  residue,  a  rootiou  was  made  that  the  Qiemorialists  re« 
cmefrom  the  quarter-master  and  clothier -seneral  1200  per  cent*  upon  the 
i»terVmg  cost  of  the  goods  seized  by  them  for  the  use  oi  the  army  of  these 
statea;  to  which  an  amendment  and  substitute  was  moved  as.  follows : 

That  the  clothier«geoeral  and  quarter-master  general  pay  to  the  memori- 
alists from  whom  K^ods  were  taken  for  public  use,  the  current  price  of  the 
!iame  at  the  time  when  the  said  ^oods  ^rere  taken. 
On  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


Mw-York, 


^iv-Jenciff 


Mar$landt 


Virgimot 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Phch, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  l^  I^e, 

M.Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Giifiin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Fenn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laur^nflb 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


N^BampMr^  Mr.  Whipple, 
MautCatti-Basif  Ur.  S.  Adams, 

Gcny, 

Lo^eli, 

Holten, 
^^«^Mrk4    Mr.  Klleiy, 
Ctmaeoaeut,      Mr.  Dyer, 

Roo^ 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Floyd, 

Mr.  Witlierspoon,    ay 
Frelinghausen,  ay  ^ay 
Fell,  noj 

PaaujfhoriOw    Mr.  J.  Armstrong,   ayl 

Searle,  f^y>oy 

M<Clene,  ay^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

SATURDAY,  March  13,  177% 

ReMohedt  That  the  clothier-general  and  quarter-master  ffeneral  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  Congress,  without  delay,  a  full  account  of  the  sales  and  ^^^^ 
tributioQ  of  the  goods  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelpbia«  when  thai 
city  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy, 

A  representation  tu  the  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, respecting  the  five  compauies  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the 
western  frontiers,  was  read ;  Whereupon,  on  motion, 

BuoUfed,  That  the  resolution  of  the  s25th  of  Februur  last,  for  raising  ^ve 
cumpanies  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers,  be ie -considered.^ 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  resolution,  with  tj^e  representi^tion*  1^ 
referred  to  a  committee :  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  question  of  order  was  tlien  taken,  woether  a  determination  to  re*coo- 
iiderf  resolution  involves  a  repeal  of  the  said  resolution. 

On  wbich  the  yei^s  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 
VouUI.  2d 


SSl$ 
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Mai9^9ttt-Bay,  Ur.Gtrry, 

Lovell, 
Hohen, 

Mode-LUmd,    Mr.CoUirii, 
Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 


Cormeeticui, 


Mr.  Jay, 

Doane, 

Morrii, 

Floyd, 

•Vew-J'ertry,       Mr.  Witherspooi^  no  )^* 
Permtyhiiua,   Mr.  Armstrong',       no'^ 

Shippen,  no^no 

M'Clene,  no 


Maryland^ 


Mr.  Pkter, 
Paca, 


•V.-CoiviStfUis 


S.'CarofinOf 


Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
Smith, 
Griffin, 
NeboD, 
Mr.  Penn, 
HUU 
Burke, 
BIr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  repeal  the  resolution  for  raising  the  five  ranging 
companies ;  whereupon,  a  question  of  order  was  taken. 

Whether,  if  the  question  on  the  motion  for  repealing  pass  in  the  negative* 
the  resolution  under  re-consideration  will  then  be  open  to  amendment 

On  which  the  jeas  and  najrs  being  required  by  Mr.  6.  Morris, 


New-Bampahire^  Mr.  Whipple, 
MatmifstU'Bayt  Mr;Gei77, 

'  Lovell, 


/fly  >'oy 


Bhode-lAmd, 
Pennijfbania, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Collins, 

EUery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane^ 

G.  Morris^ 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

M<Clene, 


Maryland^ 


Firguda, 


^.'CamUna, 


S,'CaroUna^ 


Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmiehael 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.Lee, 

M.  South, 

Nelsoi^ 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Drayton 


.  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  question  put  for  repealing:  passed  in  the  negative* 

MONDAY,  Mardi  15,  1779. 

Besolvedf  That  whenever  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  Congress,  the  names  of  the  persons  moving  and  seconding 
the  same  shall  also  be  entered  thereon. 

The  board  of  war  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideratioii ; 
Whereupon,  «^ 

Besolved,  That  all  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  now 
belonging  to  the  corps  of  light-dragoons,  and  artillery  and  infantiy,  and  the 
corps  of  artillery  artificers,  commissioned  and  inlisted  since  the  loth  of  Sep^ 
tember,  1776,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be 
so  commissioned  and  inlisted,  not  being  part  of  the  88  battalions  ortginaJJy 
apportioned  on  the  states,  be  considered  as  parts  of  the  quotas  of  the  seve* 
ral  states  to  which  thev  did  or  shall  respectively  belons  when  so  commis- 
sioned or  inlisted.  And  that  where  it  has  nappened  or  shall  happen,  that  any 
non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers  of  those  corps  shall  not  have  gained  a 
settlement  in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  they  shall  be  considered  as  be- 
Idnaing  to  the  state  in  which  they  were  or  shall  be  inlisted,  and  credited  ac- 
cordingly as  part  of  the  quota  of  such  state. 

That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  states  to  which  the  officers  and 
soldiers  now  in  the  corps  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  belong,  the  commaa*- 
der  in  chief  be  directea  to  cause  returns  to  be  made  to  him  without  delay,  of 
the  names  of  all  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  in  the 
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corps,  and  the  states,  counties  and  towns  to  which  they  belonged,  orib 

which  tbej*were  inlisted  as  aforesaid ;  which  returns  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  board  of  war,  who  shall  send  to  the  respective  states  lists  of  the  names 

and  ranks  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  to  be  credited  to  them  as  aforesaid. 

The  like  returns  to  be  made  afterwards,  oqce  every  three  months,  of  all 

oiScers.  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  have  entered  into 

these  corps  after  making  the  first  of  said  returns. 

TUESDAY,  March  16,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief,  brought 
to  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  thereupon.  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  discontent,  loss  of  discipline,  and  diminution  of  the  strength  of 
the  line*  have  arisen  bj  employing  the  continental  troops  ^s  wagoners ;  and 
it  will  be  of  public  advantage  to  iulist  proper  persons  for  that  service  during 
the  war: 

BaoLvei^  thertforet  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized. and  di- 
ncted  to  take  proper  measures  for  causina  to  be  inlisted  such  a  number  of 
wagoners  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  service,  to  continue  therein  to 
the  end  of  the  war ;  that  each  wagoner  voluntarily  engagins  for  that  period* 
shall  be  entitled,  in  addition  to  the  present  monthly  pay,  clothing  and  sub- 
sistence, allowed  to  wagoners,  to  the  same  bounties,  in  all  respects,  as  are 
granted  to  volunteers  who  shall  inlist  in  the  continentarbattalions  for  the 
term  of  the  war :  that  the  quarter-master  general  shall  establish  such  regu- 
la^ona  for  the  conduct  of  the  said  corps  of  wagoners  an  shall  be  judged  ex- 
pedicat,  and  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief;  in  which  care  snail  be 
taken  (hat  regular  returns  be  made  to  the  board  of  war  of  the  number  of 
wagoners  ordered  to  be  raised,  as  well  as  of  those  who  shall  actually  enaag^ 
in  the  service  :  that  the  same  form,  as  near  as  may  be,  shall  be  pursued  iii 
mastering  and  payina  the  said  corps  of  wagoners  as  is  practised  with  respect 
to  the  troops  of  the  Tine :  that  the  quarter-master  general  be  authorized  to 
a:ppoint  a  pay- master  and  muster-master  for  the  said  corps  of  wagoners,  and 
transmit  their  names,  and  the  regulations  hereby  authorized  to  be  made  to 
the  board  of  war,  to  be  respectively  registered. 

Mtesolved,  I1\at  all  warrant  officers  on  the  civil  staflTof  the  army,  be  put  on 
the  same  footing  with  commissioned  officers,  in  respect  to  arrests,  trials,  and. 
punishments. 

Whereas  the  issuing  commissaries  of  provisions  are  by  their  appointments 
attached  to  particular  departments,  which,  from  a  change  of  circumstances^ 
and  the  position  of  the  army,  is  become  inconvenient : 

Bestdved,  therefare^  That  all  issuing  commissaries  shall,  for  the  future, 
attend  and  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  at  such  places  and  with  such 
detachments  of  the  army  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  commander  in  chief  or 
commissary-general  of  issues. 

WEDNESDAY,  afarcfc  IT,  1779. 

On  aiotion  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Bnolved,  That  a  bill  be  drawn  in  favor  of  capt.  Landais,  on  the  minister 
f  kaipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  tlie  court  of  France,  and 
that  the  bUl  be  drawn  at  90  days  sight. 

THURSDAY,  Jlfarc^  18.  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  desiring  a 
compliance  with  his  request  for  leave  to  resign,  and  also  giving  information 
that  a  part  of  the  Onondagas  have  separated  from  the  enemy,  and  joined  the 
Onei4as,&G. 


na 
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A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Gerry»  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  that  Ui^ 
>e3^natioQ  of  gen.  Schuyler  be  accepted. 

To  which  an  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gerry, 

That  the  president  be  directed  to  Inrorm  gen.  Schuyler,  thatCbngress  afe 
Very  desirous  of  retaining  hiku  in  the  service,  especially  in  the  present  sitna* 
tton  of  affairs ;  but,  if  the  state  of  his  health  is  such  as  that  he  Jndges  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  retire.  Congress,  though  reluctantly,  will  acquiesce  and 
admit  his  resignation. 

On  thb  (question,  that  this  be  received  kh  a  substitute,  the  yeas  and  tiays 
Wng  reqtiired  by  Mr.  LoVelt, 


N.'Haa^ptkire^Us.    Whipple, 

Frost, 

MdMi^MtU'BaytlST,  Geny, 

Lorell, 
Holten, 

iUM9-i»/afi4    Mh  EUeit, 

Collins, 


Penntj/hamOf  Mr.  Annstrong, 

Searle, 


no 


»• 


Connuiieui, 


no 


it.  Dyer, 

Root,  no 

Mr.  Jay,  no 

Duftne,  IM 

Floyd,  m 

I^wis,  no 

tar.  Witherspoon,  ay 
Frelitighausen,  fio^no 


PlrginiOf 

N.'CaroUnth 

S,'Carolina, 


lt<Clene, 
Mr.  Plater 

Carmicbael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adaius, 

M.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lcc,  ^ 

Nelson, 
Ifr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Draytoh, 
Mr.  Langwofth^', 


!•• 


no^ 

So  it'imssM  in  th^  'negative. 

Another  amendment  Was  moved  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Lang- 
i^rorthy. 

That  the  pfefcident  be  directed  to  acquaint  major-general  Schuyler,  that 
^e  situation  of  the  army  renders  it  inconvenient  to  accept  his  resignation, 
attd  (He^efore  Congress  cannot  comply  with  his  request 

On  the  question,  that  this  be  received  as  a  substitute,  the  yeas  and  nays  be* 
ifig  required  by  M)-.  Lovdl, 

N.'Han^Mrtf   Mr.  Whipple,  ^^\  ^^     P^nnaylivamat  Mr.  AtmMrong, 

Frost, 
Mmtt^ttU-Bajfi  Mr.  Geny, 

Lovell, 

HoHeh, 
JRUdo-Aland,    Mr.  Ellefy, 

Colfina^ 


vSIMCCCfcttly 

JtbthTbrk, 


McDyer, 

Root, 
Mr  Jay, 

Duane, 

Floyd, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  WithorspooD,    no 
Freiinghauseq^  ay^ay 
Fell, 


Marylanil, 
VtrgtrdOf 

N.'Ccarolinfff 
Georgia, 


Searie, 

M<€lenei 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 

Hciuy, 
Mr.  T.  Adfuns, 

Smith, 

R.  n.  X^ee, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hin, 

Burke, 
Mr.  lAurens, 

DraytoQ, 
Mr.  Lai%^ortliy, 


no) 


lis 


ay 


oy 

ayj 
noj 

oy>oy 


80  \i  waa  ^(^(ief^ted. 

Vp&a  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  as  a  resiolution,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dyer,- 
NBUhHampMrtf  Mr.  Whipple,        us  1 


Frost, 
Mma*Mit$*Aty^  Mr.  Geny, 

Holten, 

LoTell, 
Motk'Itlandi      Mr.  EDeiy, 

CoUinib 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


no 


I 


no 


Comioetieuif 

Nem^York, 


Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Floyd, 
Levis, 
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"Mr,  WitherspooQ,  no^ 
Frefingluiuseiv^  C  ay 

Pell,  1^3 

Ur.  Annstrong',     ayk 

M'Clenc, 
ttr.  Plater, 
Carmicluid 


■  i  J  fc 


ii   «^?<»y 


Sp  it  WIS  resolTed  ia  the  affirmative* 


Vhrgima^  Mr.  T.  Adams, 

M.  atnith, 
R.  il.  Ue, 

N.'Caroiina^       Mr.  Penn, 

nill, 
Burke, 

A-CorafiyM^        Mr.  Lauretti^ 


Uimytoiv         ^^  , 
Ckargia,  Hr.  LangworUiy,  ay  ^'i^ 


FRIDAY,  March -{9,  1779. 

Wlicreas  capt.  Green  was  made  prisoner  at  the  Cedars  in  Canada,  in  1776, 
and  remained  a  hostage  for  tlie  capitalatiun  entered  into  bj  general  Arooldy 
and  Was  afterwards  permitted  to  return  to  these  states  on  parole  : 

Eiaivtd^  Tliat  the  commander  ill  chief  be  directed  to  take  snch  measures 
as  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  proper  for  the  exchange  or  release  of  the  said 
capf.  Gieen,  in  the  cartel  wtiich  he  is  authorized  to  settle  with  the  cnmmandei* 
in  cbief  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  paragraph 
of  gen.  Schuyler's  letter  of  January  12th^  respecting  capt.  Green,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  cQfimander  in  chief. 

SATURDAY.  March  20,  1779. 

A  petition  from  Rufus  Lawrence,  a  soldier  in  capt.  Spaulding's  indepen- 
dent company,  was  read,  praying,  for  sundry  reasons  therein  set  forth,  to  be 
discharged  i 

Ordendf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Jiescivedf  That  the  clerks  of  the  treasury,  marine  committee,  board  of 
iMf^aml  secretary's  office,  be  allowed  each  six  dollars  per  day. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Paca* 
mpipoaited  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  several  states  to  set  apart  a 
dlay  of  fiistinff  and  prayer,  brought  in  a  drai/^ht,  which  was  taken  into  consi- 
deradoo,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas,  in  just  punishment  of  our  manifold  transgressions,  it  hath  pleased 
the  Sopreme  Disposet'  of  all  events  to  ?is?t  thete  United  States  with  a  cala- 
mitDoa  wary  through  which  His  divine  Providence  hath,  hitherto,  in  a  won- 
derfnl  manner,  conducted  us,  so  that  we  might  acknowledge  that  die  race  is 
not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong :  and  whereas,  notwithstanding 
the  chastisements  received  and  benefits  bestowed,  too  few  have  been  suffi- 
cie&tly  awakened  *to  a  sense  of  their  guilt,  or  warmed  with  gratitude,  or 
taaght  to  amend  their  lives  and  turn  from  their  sins,  that  so  he  might  tum 
finmi  his  wrath ;  and  whereas,  from  a  consciousness  of  what  we  have  merited 
at  his^  hands,  and  an  apprehension  that  the  malevolence  of  our  disappointed 
enemies,  like  the  incredulity  of  Pharaoh,  may  be  used  as  the  scourge  of  Om-. 
nipotence  to  vindicate  his  slighted  Majestv.' there  is  reason  to  fear  that  He 
may  permit  much  of  our  land  to  become  tne  prey  of  the  spoiler,  our  borders 
to  be  ravaeed,  and  our  habitations  destroyed  : 

Bimdva^  That  it  bei-ecommended  to  the  several  states  to  appoint  the  firrt 
Thursday  in  May  next,  to  be  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer  to 
Almigjlity  God,  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  avert  those  impending  siaUmities 
which  we  have  Irat  too  well  deserved :  that  he  will  grant  us  his  grace  to  re- 
pent of  our  sins,  and  amend  our  lives,  according  to  his  hoi  v  word :  that  he 
•'ill  continue  that  wonderful  protection  which  hath  led  us  tnrough  the  paths 
of  danger  and  distress :  that  he  will  be  a  husband  to  the  widow  and  a  fa- 
tbv  to  the  fatherless  children,  who  weep  over  the  barbarities  of  a  savage 
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enemy :  that  he  will  grant  us  patienpe  in  suffering,  and  fortitude  in  adver- 
titj:  that  he  will  inspire  as  with  humility,  moderation,  and  gratitude  in 
prosperous  circumstances :  that  he  will  give  wisdom  to  our  councils*  firm- 
ness to  our  resolutions,  and  rictory  to  our  arms :  that  he  will  bless  the  Ja« 
bours  of  the  husbandman,  and  pour  forth  abundance,  so  that  we  may  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  in  due  season :  that  he  will  cause  union,  harmony, 
and  mutual  confidence  to  prevail  throughout  these  states :  that  he  will  be- 
stow on  our  great  ally  all  those  blessings  which  may  enable  him  to  be  glo* 
riously  instrumental  in  protecting  the  rients  of  mankind,  and  promoting  the 
happiness  of  his  subjects :  that  he  wilT  bountifttlly  continue  hia  paternal 
care  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  :  that  he  will  grant  the  blessings  of  peace  to  all  contending  nations, 
freedom  to  those  who  are  in  bondage,  and  comfort  to  the  afflicted :  that  he 
will  diffuse  useful  knowledge,  extend  the  influence  of  true  religion,  and  give 
us  that  peace  of  mind,  which  the  world  cannot  give:  that  he  will  be  our 
shield  in  the  day  of  battle,  our  comforter  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  our  kind 
parent  and  merciful  jud^  through  time  and  through  eternity. 

Done  in  Congress,  this  20th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  in  the  third  year  of  our 
independence.  JOHN  JAY,  P^esiaen^ 

Attest,        CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Plater,  Mir.  Dyer  and  BCr. 
Nelson,  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  from  the  general  assembly  of 
Pennsylvania : 

Eesolvedf  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  2,000,000  of  dollars  be  granted  on 
loan  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  agreeable  to 
the  request  of  the  said  state :  and  that  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  and 
report  a  proper  resolution  on  the  subject. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  and  pay-master  to  the 
navy  board  in  the  middle  district;  and^^the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Joseph 
Pennel  was  elected. 

MONDAY,  March  22,  1779. 

Sesolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  claims  be  directed  to  adjust  the  ac- 
counts of  capt  William  Peerj,  and  make  him  a  reasonable  allowance  for  his 
expenses  in  applying,  from  time  to  time,  to  Congress,  for  money  to  pay  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  his  independent  company. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Jes^e 
Brown,  respecting  hi«  account  as  passed  by  the  commissioners,  report,  that 
the  balance  of  4740  dollars,  reported  by  the  commissioners  to  be  due  to  Jesse 
Brown,  for  riding  express  between  November  16th,  1777,  and  March  the  Sd, 
1779,  inclusive,  be  paid. 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Root,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  to 
strike  out  the  sum  of  4740,  amd  insert  5 171. 

Oil  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


ir^Ean^hire,    Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Masta^tttt'JBayf  Mr.  Holten, 
JRhode-Itiand,     Mr.  Collins, 


fW 

no 
no 


div. 


Cmmecticulf 
Mw-Torkp 


Mr.  Dyer, 
Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Morri% 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  FrcUi^^hMueiMiy  >  ^ 

Fell,  no  S  ^' 

Mr.  Armstrong,     no 

Muhlcnbeig',   no^no 

M<Clene,        no 


yno 


no 
no 
no 
no 


Maryland^ 


Virginia, 


N.-CanHnOf 


S^'CaroHnOt 
Georgia^ 


Mr.  PUter, 

Paca, 

Carmicbsel, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adama^ 

F.  L.  liee, 

Smith, 

R,H.Lce, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HiU. 

Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


no% 
not 


n* 


wo\no 

no  I 

noj 

«i 

no\fU 

«•) 

no  >fM 


Mr.  Langvoilliy*  ajf  yay 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question,  OrStred,  That  the  sum  of  4740  dollars,  reported  by  the 
commissioners  to  be  due  to  Jesse  Brown  for  riding  express  between  Novem- 
ber  iGdi,  1777.  and  March  Sd,  1779,  inclusive,  be  paid. 

TUESDAY,  JUan:^,  23,  1779. 

Mr.  N.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended,  and 
took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
cooler  wifli  the  commander  in  chief;  and  thereupon,  passed  the  tuliowing 

Oidiuuiee  for  legolating  the  clothing  department  for  the  annies  of  the  United  States. 

'  There  shall  be  a  clothier^neral,  a  sub  or  state-clothier  for  each  statei 
aad  a  immentai-clothier. 

Tbe  cl^thier-^enend  is  to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war 
and  GOttoiaoder  in  chief,  lie  is  to  furnish  estimates  of  the  supplies  wanted 
for  Oie  army ;  to  apply  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  board  of  war  for  as- 
Mslaace  tfierein ;  to  make  returns  of  such  estimates  to  them  respectively ; 
to  receive  all  supplies  imported  from  abroad,  and  purchased  in  the  country 
by  continental  agents;  to  superintend  the  distribution  thereof  to  the  state- 
clothiers  ;  to  settle  accounts  with  them  at  least  every  six  months ;  to  keep 
r^lar  accounts  of  all  the  clothins  he  shall  receive,  as  well  as  of  the  distn- 
batioB  thereof  among  the  state-clothiers  ;  and  to  transmit  his  accounts  twice 
in  every  year  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  settle  them  in  the  chambers  of 
accounts  when  required ;  and  generally  to  take  care,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
iusdceis  done  to  the  public  on  the  other,  that  the  army  receive  whatever  shall 
be  allowed  to  them  in  a  regular,  direct,  and  seasonable  manner ;  %nd  at  the 
saifeie  time,  so  to  act  between  the  continent  and  each  particular  state,  that 
equal  and  impartial  justice  may  be  done  on  all  sides. 

Tk^auhor  staU-clothier. 

A  sab  or  state-clothier  is  to  be  appointed  by  each  state  respectively,  to 
reside  widi  or  near  the  army,  or  such  detachment  thereof  in  which  the  troops 
of  the  sttd  state  may  be,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  the  better 
to  know  and  supply  their  wants.    The  state  appointing  him  is  to  be  answer- 
able for  his  conduct.  In  case  of  neglect  or  misbehaviour,  he  is  to  be  displaced 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  and  his  successor  to  be  appointed  by  the  state  to 
which  be  belonged.  He  is  to  receive  from  the  clothier-general  the  proportion 
of  clothing  assigned  for  the  troops  of  his  state,  out  of  the  public  clothing  im- 
ported or  purchased  by  continental  agents ;  and  from  the  state  for  which  he 
u  appointed,  all  the  clothing  which  may,  at  continental  expense,  be  purchased 
iasttch  state;  of  the  latter,  their  quality  and  price,  he  shall  transmit  exact 
accounts  to  the  clothier-seneral,  and,  when  required,  submit  the  several  arti- 
cles to  the  inspection  of  the  clothier -general,  or  any  person  for  that  purpose 
deputed  by  him ;  he  is  to  issue  all  clothing  supplied  as  aforesaid  to  tne  regi- 
mental-clothiers, on  returns  signed  by  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments. 
He  is  to  keep  exact  returns  with  each  regiment,  inspect  those  of  the,  resi- 
meoul-dothiers,  see  that  the  articles  delivered  them  are  duly  issued  to  the 
troops;  and  that  all  the  clothing  procured  at  continental  expense,  above  the 
allowance  made  by  Congress,  drawn  by  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, is  charged  to  them,  and  credited  to  the  pay-roll ;  and  that  the  commis- 
Roned  officers  receive  what  is  credited  to  them  and  no  more.    He  is  to  keep 
exact  accounts  with  the  cbthier-general  in  behalf  of  the  public,  charnngthe 
United  States  only  with  what  is  allowed  to  the  officers  and  men.  Whenever 
the  troops  of  any  state  shall  have  received  their  proportion  of  clothing  from 
tbe  continental  stores,  the  supplies  purchased  at  continental  expense  by  the 
$Ute  to  which  they  belong,  or  from  both,  and  there  shall  remain  a  surplus 
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which  maj  be  wanted  for  other  troops  not  fully  aupplied,  the  sub-clotkier 
possessed  thereof  is  to  deliver  over  the  surplus  to  such  other  state-clothier 
as  the  clothier-general  shall  direct;  taking  duplicate  invoices  and  receipts 
from  the  state -clothier  to  whom  thej  shall  m  transferred,  one  set  of  whi(»h  he 
is  to  deposit  with  the  clothier-general,  and  the  other  to  retain  as  his  owb 
voucher :  the  clothier-general  dn  his  part  making  proper  entries  in  his  ac- 
counts, to  do  justice  to  all  concerned. 

When  from  a  deficiency  in  the  public  stores,  the  troops  of  any  state  shall 
not  have  received  their  allowance  of  clothing,  the  state-clothier  is  without 
cfelay  to  represent  their  wants,  particularly  enumerated  in  a  return  for  thai 
purpose,  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  request* 
ing  a  speedy  and  adequate  supply. 

And  in  case  a  state»  at  its  own  expense,  shall  g^ve  and  deposit  with  Jbim 
any  clothing,  for  the  more  comfortable  subsistence  of  its  quota  of  trsops,  ia 
addition  to  the  allowance  made  by  Congress,  he  is  strictly  to  'psrsve  the 
directions  of  sucK  state,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  distribution,  as  the  vooch- 
ers  for  the  delivery,  and  the  manner  and  time  of  settling  his  accounts :  trans* 
mitting  once  in  every  six  months  a  copy  of  such  accounts  to  the  clothier-gen^ 
ral,  and  as  often,  and  whenever  required,  to  the  state  to  which  he  belongs. 

The  regimental  clothier. 

The  office  of  regimental -clothier  shall  always  be  executed  by  the  re|imental 
pay -master.  He  is  to  be  furnished  by  captains  or  officers  commanding  com- 
panies with  returns,  specifying  tlie  men's  naines^and  the  particular  wants  of 
each ;  these  he  is  to  digest  into  a  regimental  return ;  which,  oein^  signed  by  the 
officer  command] 
receipt  upon 

the  state- clothier,  ana  oecome  to  mm  a  voucner  tor  tne  delivery  ir 
ment  with  the  clothier- general.  He  is  to  keep  an  account  with""  each  officer 
and  soldier  for  every  article  delivered,  taking  a  receipt  from  them,  as  his 
voucher  for  the  delivery:  he  is  to  credit  them  for  the  continental  allowance, 
and  to  charge  them  for  every  thing  they  receive,  making  stopnaj^  ia  the 
monthly  pay-rolls  for  whatever  they  may  fall  in  debt  to  the  puolic  bewnd 
the  allowance.  And  to  prevent  in  future  unequal  distribution  of  cloUiiBg, 
either  to  the  officers  or  soldiers,  and  the  confusion  and  complaints  which 
have  heretofore  been  occasioned  by  irregular  applications  from  commanding 
officers  of  regiments  to  public  agents  in  different  posts,  it  is  hereby  strietlj 
enjoined  on  those  agents,  the  ciotnier-general,  and  the  sub  or  state-clothiers^ 
to  issue  no  clothing  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  but  in  the  manner  before 
prescribed :  nor  shall  any  iirticle  be  credited  to  either  of  them  on  settlement 
of  their  accounts,  which  is  not  to  be  issued  and  vouched. 

And  whereas  discretionajj  changes  of  the  uniforms  of  renments  have 

CDved  inconvenient  and  expensive :  the  commander  in  chief  is  therelbre 
reby  authorized  and  directed,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  supplies 
of  clothing,  to  fiix  and  prescribe  the  uniform,  as  well  with  reaard  to  the  color 
and  facings,  as  the  cut  or  fashion  of  the  clothes  to  be  worn  by  the  troc^  of 
the  respective  states  and  regiments,  which  shall,  as  fsr  as  possible,  be  com- 
filied  with  by  all  purchasing  agents  employed  by  Congress,  as  well  as  par- 
ticular states,  bv  the  clothier-general,  sub  or  state-clotniers  and  regimental- 
clothiers,  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
And  where  materials  can  be  purchased  instead  of  ready  made  clothes,  it 
shall  always  be  preferred,  in  order  that  they  may  be  made  up  by  the  taylors  of 
the  several  regiments,  to  save  expense  and  prevent  the  duuuivanges  which 
the  soldiers  frequently  sufter  from  their  unfitness ;  and  instead  of  oreedies, 
woollen  overalls  for  the  winter,  and  linen  fertile  summer,  are  totie  substitiited. 
That  the  board  of  war  prepare  and  transi^iit  instructions  and  forms,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  several  clothiers  are  to  conduct  the  business  sad  settle 
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tHieir  acceaiits  ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  report  to  Congress  the  proper  sa* 
lanes  or  allowaiicea  to  be  made  to  the  several  clothiers  for  their  services.  • 

WHter,  of  the  9Sd,  from  M.  Ciarkson»  was  read,  representing,  that  as 
gen.  Arnold  has  resided  his  command  in  this  citj,  his  service  is  no  longer 
required  is  one  of  his  aids ;  and  as  he  is  desiroas  of  serving  his  country  in 
the  armv  to  the  southward,  which  he  proposes  joining  as  a  volanteer,  there* 
fore  sobcldng  Cono:re8s  that  thej  won!d  free  him  from  the  injniictions  lud 
on  hiB  bj  their  order  of  the  1st  of  February  last :  IVherenpon, 

A  oMtion  was  made  by  Mr.  Searle,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Langworthy, 
ihMt  the  request  of  maior  Clarkson  in  the  said  letter  be  complied  witii. 

After  some  debate  thereon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Laurens,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  motion 
be  poatfKKied ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Jf^Ilampihire,  Mr.'Whipple, 
Mu^mt^Bag,  Mr.  8.  Adann, 

Gcny, 

Holten, 
JiAade^Mmd,   Mr.  EUeiy, 

Mr.  I>>'cr, 
Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
G.  MoiTi% 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Muhlenberg, 
M'Clene, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 


Xem^rwr*^ 


no  yno 


Maryland^ 


FtrgirdOt 


N,'Canli$uk» 


S.-CatoUfM, 
GeorgiOf 


Bfir.  Plater, 
Paca, 

CannSchael, 
Hcmy, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smitii, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Grifliii, 
Nelaoiv 
Mr.  Penn, 
Hill, 
Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Mr.  Langwortby, 


•no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  that 
n»or  ClarkiOB  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  house  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock ; 
ud  lint  he  be  reprimanded  from  the  chair,  for  the  indecent  hinguage  con** 
tained  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  to  the  president  and  council 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Oo  wbich  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


AVJ^w^dUn^  Mr.'Whipphs 
Mtm^dU-Ba^^  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Ocny, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
JOadt-Mmd,    Mr.EUery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 


«y>«y 


Delaware, 
MaryUmd, 


XewTwrh^ 


no  \no 


^yjay 


Ro»t, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane^ 
G.  Mofn% 
LewM^ 

Frelinghaaaen,ay) 
FeU,  ay^y 

PouMyfeanu^  Mr.  Armstrong,      ay  » 

Sluppen,  «y(  fl« 

Muhlenberg,    ayi^ 
M<Clene,  ay) 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Virginia, 


^.'CaroUnOf 


^^CaroUna, 


Creotgia, 


Mr.  Vandyke^ 
Mr.  Plater, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 
F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
B.  H.Lee, 
Griffin,  no 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill,  no^no 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 
Mr.  Langwoithy,  no')mo 


WEDNESDAY,  Mkreh  24,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  5th,  from  major- 
geoeral  Schuyler,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whei*eupon, 
Rtulvid,  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affiiirs  in  the  northern  de- 
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partment,  be  empowered  to  order  supplies  of  pro^iaions  to  our  faithfal  friendfr 
the  Oneidas  and  other  friendly  InduiDa,  aa  their  neceaaitiea  shall*  in  the 
'opinion  of  tlie  said  commissioners,  from  time  to  time,  require ;  and  the  com- 
missaries of  provisions  in  that  department,  are  hereby  required  to  obey  the 
orders  of  4he  said  commissioners  tor.that  purpose. 

Major  M.  Clarkson  attending,  was  called  in,  and»  according  to  order»  being 
reprimanded  from  the  chair,  withdrew. 
On  motion  bv  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
jRe$olved,  That  major  Clarkson  be  permitted  to  join  the  southern  army, 
agreeably  to  his  request. 

FRIDAY,  March  26, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  signed  Joseph  Reed,  president,  in  behalf  of  couociJ* 
John  Harris,  chairman  of  committee  of  assembly,  was  read  ;  enclosing  ex- 
tracts from  the  minutes  of  the  general  assembly  and  council  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, desiring  "  a  free  conference  with  a  committee  of  Congress  upon  divers 
transactions  of  that  honorable  body,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  interrupt 
the  harmony  and  confidence  so  necessary  for  the  common  interest  of  this 
and  the  United  States ;"  and  appointing  committees  of  their  respective  bo- 
dies'to  hold  such  conference. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Searle, 


N.'Bampskiret  Mr.  Whipple, 

Froet, 

Mtmaa'ttiS'Bmff  Mr.  S.  Adams 

Loyell, 
Holten, 

Mtde-Ifland,    Mr.  Ellery, 

CoUins, 


no 


no 


^'cw-Tm^p 


HewJenet/, 


Delaware^ 
MaryUmdt 


r^9  •         • 

irgtnM^ 


N.'CaroSnaf 


o.-CorBMiii, 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmkrha^el, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Smith, 

R.  H.Lee, 

GriiBn, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HUl, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Lauran^ 

Ihaytoi), 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


no  ywto 


«ir 


«y| 


Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewifl^ 
Mr.  Fell,  oy  y 

Penmyhamot   Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  nir\ 

Shippen,  no  I 

Searle,  no  >na 

Muhlenberg,     no  [ 

M*Glene,  fioj 

So  the  states  were  equally  divided. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris«  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  in  the 
following  words : 

"  Whereas,  it  appears  from  an  extract  of  the  minutes  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosed  in  the  letter  read  this 
morning,  that 

*'  The  honorable  the  speaker,  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  the  house  last 
evening,  made  the  following  report  of  the  conference  with  the  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council :  that  the  president,  on  the  part  of  the  council,  had  repre- 
sented that  the  harmony  and  confidence  so  necessary  for  the  common  interest 
of  this  and  the  United  States,  was  in  great  danser  of  being  interrupted  by 
some  late  transactions  of  the  honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  respecting 
the  executive  authority  of  the  state :  that  several  instances  were  enumerated, 
shewing  that  reasonable  complaints  made  to  Congress  on  former  and  late 
occasions  had  been  either  wholly  neglected,  or  so  treated  that  it  would  have 
boen  more  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  atat«,  to  have  submitted  s^i- 
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leiitlj  to  the  injaries  coiD|iiained  of,  while  other  states  on  complaints  of  a 
hiraUar  nature,  have  received  speedy  and  ample  satisfaction :  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  the  true  interests  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  its  importance 
and  services  in  the  common  caose,  should  be  better  known  and  understood 
by  that  honorable  body  than  they  hitherto  seem  to  have  been :  as  a  happy 
means  of  removing  afl  discontents,  and  promoting  a  perfect  restoration  of 
^at  anion  and  hiu'mony  so  essential  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of  all, 
that  it  was  proposed  as  an  advance  to  those  desirable  objects,  to  request  the 
honorable  the  Congress  to  appoint  a  committee  to  meet  a  joint  committee  of 
the  cooncil  and  this  house,  in  a  free  conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
said  representation." 

And  whereas,  it  appears  by  the  said  extract,  that  **  the  house  takine  the 
Slid  report  into  consideration,  resolved,  that  the  house  do  approve  of  the 
Mid  proposal  contained  in  the  above  report,  as  highly  necessary  and  proper 
to  elect  the  desirable  purposes  abovementioned,  at  least  to  demonstrate  their 
most  earnest  wishes  to  avoid  every  (ground  of  controversy." 

JZesoIved,  That  althoujB;h  Congress  by  no  means  admit  the  justness  of  the 
representation  made  'against  them  by  the  said  president,  yet  from  an  earnest 
desire  to  remove  from  the  minds  of  the  said  assembly  all  ground  of  discon- 
tent, a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  joint  committees  of  the  said 
assembly  and  cooncil ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  report 
tbe  matters  and  things  which  may  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  said  repre* 
seutation. 

K  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Penn,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  with  the  joint  committees  of  the  said  assembly  and  council ;" 
and  insert  the  words  *<  with  the  committee  of  the  said  asssembly." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


Si'&oftkat^  Kr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 

Mou^taa-Bajf^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

LoreU 
Hohen^ 

iOaie^UUmd,    Mr.  EUery, 

CoUinfl^ 


ff 


Mr. 


no 


A< 


\ 


•*  fVh\Jevttjff 


Deknvare^ 
Mat-yland^ 


Virgirth, 


S,'Car9Unat 
GtorgiiH 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Ueniy, 
Mr.  T.  Adun% 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Smith, 

R«  H>  JLiCe, 

Griffin, 

Nelaon, 
Mr.Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laureni^ 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Langworthy, 


>ay 


Dyer, 

Root, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewii^ 
Mr.  Fen, 
Pitauifhania^  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Munlenberg, 

Searle, 

M<Clene, 

80  the  states  were  equally  divided. 

SATURDAY,  JUdrdi  27,  1779. 

Mr.  Joseph  Spencer,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M.  Smith^and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  the 
following  words : 

^  Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Congress  should  be  well 
nrormed  of  the  situation  of  the  several  courts  of  Europe,  and  particularly  of 
the  views  and  designs  of  the  British  ministry ;  and  wnere^s  the  servants  of 
the  United  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  their  public  letters  given  satis- 
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factory  informatiMi  on  that  subject,  and  have  written  private  letters  to  id- 
dmdaalSf  members  of  this  house,  which  have  lately  arrived :  therefore. 

Xesolved,  That  the  members  of  Congress  be  called  on  from  the  chair,  to 
declare  upon  their  honor  whether  they  nave  received  any,  and  what  inteUi- 
gence  relative  to  the  views  and  designs  of  any  of  the  European  courts,  and 
particularly  of  the  court  of  Great-Bntain." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  \mng  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 

Ifew-Bampsfdref  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mmi^9&t9'Ba^,  Mr,  S.  Adiima, 

LovcU, 


Jthode-Lbmdf 
QmneeUeut,* 

New-York, 

Pemuyhwda, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Collins, 

EUery, 
Mr.  Dyer," 

Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Moiris, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong', 

Searie, 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichael, 
HeniT, 

rirginia,  Mr.  T.  Adams, 

R.  H.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 

NorthrCaroUnot  Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

SouihrCaroUtia,  Mr.  Laurens, 

]>rayion, 


Qtargui^ 


Mr.  Lai^  ortfay,  ajf  >fl^ 


Shjppen, 
Munlenberg,  ay  I 
M'Clene,         ayj 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holten,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  R.  H.  liee,  to 
atrike  out  the  words  in  the  preamble,  '^  and  whereas  the  servants  of  tlie  UDit- 
ed  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  their  public  letters  given  satisfactory 
information  on  that  subject,  and  have  written  private  letters  to  individuals, 
members  ofdiis  house,  which  have  lately  arrived:**  the  words  moved  to  be 
struck  out  containing  two  parts,  the  same  were  divided,  and  on  the  question, 
that  the  first  part,  as  far  as  the  words  **  on  that  subject,"  inclusive,  stand  part 
of  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


NeiO'Bccmpahin,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MoMaa'tttt-JBag,  Mr.  LoreU, 

Adama^ 


Conngeticutf 
FenutyhatUof 


Holten, 
Mr.  Collins, 

EUery, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Morn% 
Mr.  Fen, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Searie, 

Muhlenbeig, 

M<Clene, 


no 


MJtUU0OK€f 


Maryland^ 


Firginia, 


Mr.  Van  Dyke,  no  ^no 

Mr.  Plater,  fly"j 

Paca,*  no  [^ 

Carmicbael,  ay  j 


r. 


N^'CortjUna^ 


Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.L  Lee, 

Smith, 

P.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Kelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  I.aurens, 

Drayton, 


noj 
ayS 


ay 
no 


t 


<£r. 


Mr.  Langworthy,  a^  }my 


So  it  passed  in  the  native. 

Leave  was  then  requested  to  withdraw  the  latter  part,  which  being  ob- 
jected to,  a  question  was  then  put,  tliat  the  latter  part,  viz.  '•  and  have  writ- 
ten  private  letters,"  &c.  stand  part  of  the  preamble ;  on  which  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery,  passed  in  the  negative,  every  member  an- 
sweriuK  no. 

On  lEe  question  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of  the  preamble :  resolved  in  die 
affirmative. 

The  committee  for  publishing  the  journals  desired  the  sense  of  the  house 
on  the  question,  shall  the  yeas  and'nays  be  printed  in  the  journals  now  pub- 
lishing r 
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Aad  OB  the  questioa,  tbe  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  I.aaren8, 


Wmde-hbrnJ, 


X'OimpBkin^  Mr.  Wfaipplep 
Man^ttt9^Ha9,  Mr.  8.  Adin^ 

HolteOy 

Mr.  Eflery, 
CoUiiUy 

Mr.  1>yer, 
Boot, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Morris, 

Mr.  Fell, 
FemuyhfomOf    Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Searfe, 
Muhlenberg, 
M<Clene, 


Jfa^Jirk, 


IkUware, 


VirgimtLf 


no 


tnt 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 
l^lr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Smith, 

R.H.J>e, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laurenfl^ 

Drayton, 


an 


So  U  was  resolved  in  the  afifirmative. 


MONDAY,  afflrch  29,  1779. 

A  lefter,  of  the  16th,  from  Martin  Eichelberger,  a  lieutenant  in  the  regi- 
meat  lately  commanded  bj  col.  Hartley,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign  : 

Bemdvedf  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  baron  Steuben,  was  read,  accompanied  with  a 
mtein  of  regulations  for  the  infantry  of  tbe  United  States ;  also,  a  letter 
from  the  board  of  war,  representing*  that  baron  Steuben,  inspector-general, 
hai  fanned  a  system  ofeiercise  and  discipline  for  the  infantry  of  the  United 
States ;  that  the  same  has  been  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  commander 
io  diief,  and  his  remarks  thereon  and  amendments  incorporated  in  the  work : 
that  it  has  been  examined  with  attention  by  the  board,  and  is  highly  approv- 
ed, as  being  calcolateil  to  produce  important  advantages  to  the  states ;  and 
therefore  praying  *'  that  it  may  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  be  com- 
mitted to  the  press :"  Whereupon, 

Congress  passed  tho  foll6wing  order,  to  be  prefixed  to  tlie  said  regulations 
for  the  order  and  dicipline  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States : 

Congress  judging  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  prescribe  some  invaria- 
ble rales  for  the  order  and  discipline  ot  the  troops,  especially  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  an  uniformity  in  their  formation  ana  manoeuvres,  and  in 
the  service  of  the  camp :  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  followioff  regulations  be  observed  by  all  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  aU  general  and  other  officers  cause  the  same  to 
be  executed  with  all  possible  exactness. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  cause  as  many  copies  thereof  to  be  printed 
as  they  shall  deem  requisite  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr. 
Armstrong,  Mr  Nelson  and  Mr.  Oyer,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  circumstances  of  the  southern  states,  and  the  ways  and  means  for  their 
safety  and  defence : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  uf  Virginia  and  North* 
Carolina  respectively,  to  raise  as  many  battalions  of  regular  troops,  for  the 
particular  defence  of  the  southern  statesi^as  their  respective  circumstances 
will  admit;  such  troops  to  be  engaged  only  for  one  year,  not  to  be  compel- 
led to  serve  on  any  enterprbe,  or  on  the  defence  of  any  part  to  the  nordi- 
ward  of  Virginia;  to  be  entitled  to  continental  pay.  clothing  and  sub- 
sistence, and  a  bounty  not'exceeding  200  dollars  for  every  non-commission- 
ed officer  and  soldier. 

Whereas  the  Bahama- Islands  are  now  (garrisoned  by  and  under  the 
military  government  of  the  king  of  Grcat-BiTlain,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
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said  Islands  have  of  late  fitted  out  many  privateers  and  armed  veasela  for 
cniizing  on  the  coasts  of  these  United  States ;  and  such  privateers  and 
armed  vessels  have  actaallj  captured  divers  vessels*  the  property  of  theciti* 
zens  of  the^e  states,  on  the  coast  of  South -Carolina : 

Resolved^  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  July,  1776,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  said  Bahama-Islands,  be  repealed,  and  from  and  after 
the  date  of  this  resolution  held  void. 

Whereas  John  Laurens,  esq.  who  has  heretofore  acted  as  aid-de-camp  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  is  desirous  of  repairing  to  South-Carolina,  with  a 
design  to  assist  in  defence  of  the  southern  states : 

Besolved,  That  a  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  granted  to  the  said 

John  Laurens,  esq. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  under  debate  on  Fri- 
day last,  and  doubts  arising  as  to  the  effect  of  the  equal  division  of  thehouae 
on* the  amendment  proposed  : 

Besolvedt  That  the  motion  remains  open  to  amendments^  as  if  no  question 

had  been  taken. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke. 

Besohed,  lliat  whenever  an  amendment  is  moved  to  any  matter  or  thing 
before  the  house,  and  any  words  are  proposed  to  be  strack  out,  the  question 
shall  -first  be  put,  shall  tne  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand? 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  strike  out 
tiie  words  ''joint"  and  "  council ;"  and  on  the  question,  shall  they  stand  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Searle, 

IkuhHan^re^  Mr.  Whipple,        ay  7  Ikktware, 

Frost,  ayS  ^     Maryland^ 

Musc^atS'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 


Bhode^Jklandt 
Conneciieuif 


KmhYitrk, 


New-Jeneyy 
PemhtykaniOf 


7 


Holten, 
Mr.CoUiiifl, 
Mr.  Dyer, 

Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 

LewuH 
Mr.'Fell, 
Mr.  Annbtrong, 

Shippen, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg,  ay  I 

M<Clene,         ayj 


ay-) 
no  ^no 

fly"! 

ayi 


Pirginia, 


|vV.-Carv£iifl, 


S,'Can>lina, 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Cannichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adaau, 

F.  L.t«e, 

M.Smith, 

ic.  11.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

NelBoOf 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Bfr.  Laurens, 

Drayton 


So  it  was  "resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  the  motion  :  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 
JZesoivea,  That  the  committee  consist  of  five  :  the  members  chosen^   Mr. 
Paca,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  B«  H.  Lee. 

TUESDAY,  J^areh  SO,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  ol  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
appointed  to  superintend  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master's  departments, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Mather,  brought  in  a  report ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  memorial  of  James  Mather  be  transmit- 
ted to  William  Buchannan,  late  commissarv -general  of  purchases,  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  cause  justice  to  be  done  in  tlie  premises. 

On  information,  and  at  the  request  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  6th 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
subject  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  sloop  Active : 
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Ratdvedt  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged,  and  that  the  subject  be 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  confer  with  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  general  assembly  and  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

WEDNED AY,  :M[aTck  31,  1 779. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Oraytony  seconded  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Congress  came 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  and  security  of  erery  free  state,  that 
tile  conduct  of  the  public  servants  should  be  known  to  their  constituents  : 

Raolvedt  That,  from  the  first  of  January  last,  the  journals  of  this  house, 
except  such  parts  as  have  been  or  shall  be  ordered  to  be  kept  secret,  be  print- 
ed iminediately ;  and  that,  for  the  future,  the  journal,  except  as  above, 
be  printed  weekly  and  sent  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  several  states,  to* 
be  by  them  laid  before  their  respective  legislatures ;  and  that  a  printer  be  en- 
W^  to  print  for  Coneress  ;  and  also  a  printer  or  printers  be  employed  to 
hnag  an  the  journals  from  the  time  of  their  present  publication  to  the  said 
first  of  January. 

Bnohoei,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
supenBtead  the  publication  of  the  journals :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hill, 
2lr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

A  letter,  of  the  30th,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  was  read,  respecting 
this  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  his  brother,  Joseph  Trumbull,  late  com- 
nissary -general : 

Whereupon,  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  R.  H.Lee,  Mr.Bartlett,  Mr. 
£\Uworth,and  Mr.  A,  Adams,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  on  the 
letter  of  gov.  Trumbull,  of  the  Sth  of  October,  and  the  memorial  of  William 
Hoskins,  reported. 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  late  commissary -general  Jo- 
seph TnimboH,  comino;  into  office  in  the  earliest  stage  of  the  American  con- 
test, found  himself  witnout  a  system  by  which  to  trace  the  plan  of  his  duty; 
that,  with  great  care,  industry,  labor,  and  attention,  he  insituted  a  plan  by 
which  the  army,  during  his  continusince  in  office,  was  amply  supplied,  with 
much  economy,  and  to  general  satisfaction  :  that,  during  his  commissariate, 
lie  was  obliged  to  act  not  only  in  capacity  of  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
but  to  direct  all  the  issues  of  provisions,  and,  for  near  two  campaigns,  had 
the  additional  doty  of  purveyor  of  the  hospitals  and  quarter-master  general* 
the  three  last  of  wnich  employments  greatly  increased  his  care  and  trouble* 
but  not  so  much  his  expenditure  of  moneys  :  it  appears  also  to  your  commit- 
tee, that  the  said  commissary -general  made  great  savings  to  the  public  by  his 
large  and  seasonable  purchases  and  contracts,  outrunning  and  anticipating^ 
in  many  instances,  the  orders  of  Congress,  by  which  means  he  kept  op  large 
Bomlies,  therebj^  moderating  the  demands  of  the  seller^  interceptine  mono- 
polies, and  keeping  down  prices,  which  are  now  greatly  augmented  :  that 
yoiir  committee  have  been  shewn  a  state  of  the  commissary-general's  cash 
accounts  for  moneys  received  and  issued  by  him,  from  whicn  it  appeaiy  that 
little,  if  any  public  moneys  have  been  taken  to  his  private  use ;  and  that  a 
compensation  for  services  done  by  the  said  commissary-general  still  remains 
to  be  made,  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  value  of  our  currency  is  greatly  altered 
from  what  it  was  when  the  services  were  performed ;  whereupon,  your  com- 
mittee report  the  following  resolutions : 

That  for  the  services  of  the  late  commissary-general  Trumbull,  executed 
with  great  fidelity,  prudence,  care,  and  economy,  the  following  allowances  be 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased,  viz.  a  com- 
mission of  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  gross  sum  of  all  moneys  received  and 
issued  by  him  for  public  service  ;  also  a  commission  of  two  and  an  half  per 
cent,  on  such  sums  as  appear  to  have  been  laid  out  in  purchases  made  by 
himself;  and  al^  a  further  commission  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  gross 
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sum  received,  as  a  compensation  for  his  extra  Bervices  in  issuing,  pa rrejingt 
auarter^master's  dnties,  and  various  contingencies  of  office,  extra  expenses, 

&C.  &c 

That  the  amount  arising  from  such  allowances  be  immediatelj  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  administrator  on  the  deceased's  estate,  upon  settlement  of 
Ibe  cash  account  for  moneys  received  and  issued  by  the  late  commissary- 
general  Trumbull : 

That  the  administrator  be  directed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  exhibit  for  final 
settlement  before  the  treasury,  the  cash  accounts  above  mentioned  ;  and  that 
said  accounts  being  closed,  tne  administrator  be  thereupon  exonerated  from 
further  burthens  o?  settlements,  holding  himself  accountable,  however,  for 
any  balance  which,  upon  settlement  made  with  the  several  purchasers  era- 
ployed  by  commissary  Trumbull,  may  hereafter  appear  to  be  justly  due  to 
thej>oblic  from  the  said  commissary-general  Trumbull's  estate : 

That  William  Hoskins  be  appointed  and  empowered  to  call  to  account 
and  make  settlements  with  all  persons  who  have  been  employed  under  the 
late  commissary  Trumbull,  as  purchasers  of  stores  and  prorisions,  whose  ac- 
counts are  still  unclosed,  and  prepare,  as  soon  as  possible,  all  the  accoants 
of  the  said  commissary-general  remaining  unsettled,  and  lay  them  before  the 
treasury  for  final  settlement,  the  said  Mrilliam  Hoskins  being  authorized  to 
receive*  and  pay  balances  which  appear  to  be  due,  and  to  account : 

That  for  hts  services  he  be  allowed 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  said  report,  and,  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  first  commission  of  one  half  per  cent,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


J^ew-Hampihire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Manti^ttU'Bay^  Mr.  S.  Aduiu^ 

Lovell, 


Shode-Llandf 
Conneetieutf 


New^eney, 
^tfinsylcainiOf 


'^i'lf 


Delaware^ 


Virginia^ 


Mr.  Vftiidyke,  ay  yay 

Mr.  Plater,  nol 

Paca,  fio>  no 

Uenrr,  fi»\ 

Mr.  T.  Aduns,  c 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Morris^ 

Floyd. 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  AimStrong, 

Searle, 

Mujileilbcig, 

M<Clene, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  commission  of  two  and  an  half  per  cent. 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


N.'Carolmttt 
CkorgtOy 


Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 
Mr.Xaurens, 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Lsx^oathy,  ay'^ay 


yi'Ihtmpakire,   Mr.  Whipple, 
Maut^9U9'Basf,Mr»  8.  Adami^ 

Level], 
Holten, 
Jthode-Itkmd,    Mr.  Ellery, 

Colfina, 
Mr.  Hoot, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Moiria, 
Floj;d, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  AniifltroD|[^ 
Searie, 
Muhlenbcie, 
MH;lene, 


CrMUKcnctil, 
JVewhTtrkf 


NtwJ&Hy^ 
Penntyfvaniaf 


«y 


Dtwwoftf 

Mr.  Vandyke^ 

Maryland^ 

Mr.PUter, 

Paca, 

Henry, 

Fi^ma, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

. 

M.  Snuth, 

R.  U.Lee. 

Orifiiii, 

Kelson, 

K'CaroHna, 

Mr.  Penn, 

HiU, 

Burke, 

S.-Car^Sna, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Lang-worthy, 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatire.  - 

Qd  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  last  commission  of  half  per  cent,  the  jeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Borke, 


N.'Ba^Jiire^  Mr.  Whipple, 
jJ^EMO^Hte-Bay,  Ifr.  Adamai 

LoTelly 
HoUen, 
BkakhlwKi,    Mr.  £Uery, 

CoUiofy 
Cwrrtifirf,      Mr.  Rooty 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Manias 
Floyd. 
Lewi^ 
Jfem-Jeney,       Mr.  Fell, 
PtiuMyfaoBid,  Mr.  Armstrong', 

Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
M<Cleiie, 


*^^«y 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 


Firgima, 


S,- Carolina, 
Qawguh 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater 

Fact, 

HeniT, 
Mr.T.  AdMB^ 

F.  F.  Lee, 

Smith, 

R.H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nel«)h, 
Mr.Penn. 

Burke, 
Mr,  Laurens^ 

Draytoi^ 
Mr.  Langwintby, 


*n§ 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided  and  the  question  lost. 

On  the  second  resolution  proposed,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burkc^ 
seconded  by  Mr.  Penn,  to  stnke  out  the  word  **  cash ;"  and  on  the  qaestioii 
shall  the  word  *^  cash"  stand  ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


K-BampMre,    Mr.  Whipple, 
Cm^-Bag,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Lovell, 


RhodfVaad, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  <»y  ^  j^ 

Fell,  no  5 

Mr.  Armstrong,      no^ 

Searle,  oy>^ 

M<Clene,         oyj 


MAryktndy 


Virginia, 


Mr.  Plater, 


N.'CaroUna, 


S.'Carolina, 


CarmicbaeV 
Mr.  T.  Adana, 

F.  L.  Lee, 

Smith, 

R.  H.Lee, 

Griffin^ 

Nelson^ 
Mr.  Ptfnn, 

HiII, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laorena, 

Drayton, 


no 


Mr.  Vandyke,        ay  yay 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  reported  by  die  committee 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke. 


N^Hampthirt,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Matt^ma-Bay,  Mr.  8.  Adiona, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 
BhoA-hland,    Mr.BUeiy, 
CanauUcui,      Mr.  Root, 

Spencer, 
Xem-Tork,         Mr.  Jay,  ' 

Floyd, 
^cm  Jerwey,       Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Fell, 
PMwgjfcanui.   Mr.  Armstrong. 

Searle, 

M<Clene, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 


ay 


Maryland, 


firginia. 


^.'Carolina, 


S^  Carolina, 


Mr.  Pbter, 

Paca. 

Carmicbaelf 

Henry, 
Bfr.  T.  Adams^ 

F.  L.  Lee, 

M.  Smith, 

R«  H.  J^c. 

Griffin, 

Nelson. 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke. 
Mt.  Laureni^ 

Drayton. 


no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


THURSDAY,  Jpril  1,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th  of  March,  from  the  legislature  of  New- York  to  their 
delates,  was  laid  before  Congress  and  read  j  Whereupon,  Congress  catne  to 
the  rollowinj^  resolution :» 


Vol.  m. 
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Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-York  have  represented  toCon- 
g;re8S,  that  the  legislature  of  that  state  taking  into  consideration  the  ravages 
coihmitted  bj  the  Indians  last  fall,  and  the  distresses  occasioned  thereby  to 
a  great  number  of  families  as  well  as  the  state  at  lafge ;«  and  that  the  said 
legislature  considering  the  eitreme  difficulty  and  expense  of  covering  an  ex- 
tensive frontier  by  posts  against  future  incursions,  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  a  western  expedition  against  the  Senecas,  Ike,  as  the  cheapest  and 
more  eligible  mode  of  securing  the  frontiers,  and  that  thej  have  empowered 
their  governor  to  raise  1000  men  by  drafts  from  the  militia  for  the  defence 
oftheTrontiers: 

Beaolved,  That  Congress  do  approve  of  the  spirited  exertions  of  the  said 
legislature,  and  the  measures  by  them  adopted  to  facilitate  such  enterprise; 
that  the  militia  so  to  be  raised  shall  be  allowed  continental  pay  and  rations 
during  their  continuance  in  the  said  service ;  and  that  the  commander  in 
chief  be  immediately  informed  of  the  said  levy,  and  be  directed  to  give  or- 
ders for  their  pay  and  subsistence  accordingly. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was. referred  the  letter  fr6m  lieut.  col.  W.  Brad- 
ford, &c.  broueht  in  a  report :  W  hereupon, 

Xesolved,  liiat  the  resignation  of  lieut.  col.  W.  Bradford,  deputy  commis- 
sary-general of  musters,  b^  accepted : 

,  That  the  resignation  of  lieut.  col.  Noarth,  deputy  commissary  of  n^usters^ 
be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war  recommended  Henry  Rutgers,  jun.  esq.  to  be  elected 
deputy  commissary -general  of  musters,  in  the  room  of  lieut.  col*  Bradford ; 
and  Azariah  Horton,  esq.  to  be  elected  in  the  room  of  lieut.  col.  Noarth. 

The^board  of  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  gov.  Trumbull  re- 
specting the  Salisbury  furnace,  reported  specially  the  state  of  that  furnace, 
being  the  result  of  a  conference  with  Mr.  AiVhiting :  Whereupon, 

JResolved,  That  gov.  Trumbull  be  informed  that  Congress  do  not  judge  it 
proper  to  put  the  Slisbury  furnace  in  blast  at  the  continental  expense. 

The  Wrd  of  war  report,  that  major  la  Neuville  is  a  major  by  brevet,  and 
that  no  pay  or  subsistence  is  allowed  to  officers  in  his  situation ;  that  the 
major  is  content  to  serve  in  his  present  rank  in  the  southern  army  and  to 
make  the  journey  at  his  own  expense ;  and  that  the  board  are  of  opinion. 

That  Mons.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the  southern 
army,  to  serve  under  the  orders  of  major-general  Lincoln,  or  the  officer  com- 
mandiing  there,  in  his  present  rank  ot  major ;  and  that  he  receive  the  pay  and 
gubsistence  of  a  major  during  the  ensuing  campaign. 
Besolvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
Besolved,  That  5,000,160  dollars  in  bills  ot  credit  of  the  United  States  be 
emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  on  the  faith  of  the 
United  States : 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emission  directed  on  the  19th  of  February  Ia8t,,and  be  nuuibered  from 
the  last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  uf  the  fol- 
lowing denominations : 


23,728  bills  of  60  dollars,  1,363,680 

22,728    do.      50  1,136^400 

22,728    do.      40  909,120 

22,728    do.      SO  681,840 

22,728    do.      20  454,560 


22,728  bills  of     8  dollars,  181,824 

22,728    do.         7  159,096 

22,728    do.         5  113,640 


5,000,160 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Nelson, 

Jiesolved^ThRt  the  boanl  of  treasury  allow  Mr.  Whitinghis  reasonable  ex- 
penses on  his  journey  to  Congress,  to  know  their  pleasure  with  respect  to 
their  improTing  the  Salisbury  furnace  for  the  purpose  of  casting  cannon. 
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Mr.  Pttca,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  join^ 
committee  of  the  general  assemblj  and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  related  ver- 
bally, the  substance  of  a  gpeech  made  yesterday  by  the  president  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  committee  of  conference,  and  desired  farther  instructions. 

SATURDAY.  Jipril  3,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  major- 
general  Schuyler  to  Mr.  Duane,  respecting  commissions  for  the  chiefs  of  the 
Uoeidas  and  Tnscaroras,  brought  in  a  report  wiiich  was  taken  into  conside- 
r^d'ofl:  Whereupon, 

jResoived^  That  IS  blank  commissions  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners 
of  Indian  affairs  for  the  nortliern  department ;  and  that  they,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  empowered  to  fill  them  up  with  the  names  of  faithful  chiefs  of  the 
Ooeidas  and  Tuscaroras,  giving  them  such  ranks  as  the  said  commissionera 
«ha\l  judge  they  merit ;  the  names  and  ranks  to  be  by  the  commissioners  re- 
ported to  the  board  of  war. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  the  committee  appointed  at  York -town  to 
confer  with  baron  Steuben,  having  promised  to  report  that  Mons.  I'Enfant 
should  have  the  commission  of  captain  of  engineers,  and  no  report  having 
been  made  on  that  subject,  the  board  are  of  opinion. 

That  Mons.  P£nfant  be  appointed  a  captain  in  the  corps  of  engineers  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  have  rank  from  the  18th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 
The  committee  appomted  to  confer  with  the  joint  committee  of  the  general 
assembly  and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  reported,  that  they  have  had  afurther 
cpnfereoce,  and  that  they,  with  the  said  joint  committee,  have  agreed  to  two 
sets  of  resolutions,  the  one  to  be  reported  to  Congress,  and  the  other  to  the 
general  assembly  and  council  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  committees  of  those 
several  bodies  respectively : 
The  resolutions  laid  before  Congress  for  consideration  are  as  follow : 
Bnoiyed,  That  unanimity  and  harmonv  between  the  representatives  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  and  each  state  individually,  has 
been,  under  God,  the  happy  means  of  our  past  success,  and  the  only  sure 
^jundadon  whereon  to  rest  our  future  hopes  of  terminating  the  contest  with 
Great-Britain  with  honor  and  advantage, 

Mesolved,  That  Congress  is  highly  sensible  of  the  importance  and  services 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  present  contest,  and  regard  with  sincere 
concern  and  regret  every  event  which  may  tend  to  lessen  the  mutual  confi- 
dence and  affection  which  has  hitherto  subsisted. 

Ifexolved,  That  it  is  the  full  intention  of  Congress  on  all  occasions,  to 
manifest  the  same  just  and  equal  attention  to  the  said  state  and  authority  of 
Pennsylvania  as  to  any  other  state  in  the  union. 

^lUsolced,  That  any  disrespectful  and  indecent  behaviour  of  any  officers  of 
any  rank,  under  the  appointment  of  Congress,  to  the  civil  authoritv  of  any 
&tate  in  the  union,  will  be  discountenanced  and  discouraged  ;  and  that  a 
u>otrary  behaviour  will  be  considered  as  one  of  the  surest  means  to  recom- 
mend any  offii^er  to  the  favor  and  notice  of  Congress. 

^aohced.  That  the  complaints  against  gen.  Arnold  be  transmitted  to  his 
^xcellencj  the  commander  in  cliief,  in  order  for  trial ;  and  that  the  same  be 
<|uly  notified  to  the  executive  council ;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  furnish 
t'^e  commander  in  chief  with  the  evidence  thereupon  in  their  possession  ;  and 
t^At  all  farther  proceedinsg  elsewhere  cease,  save  the  collecting  and  transmit- 
ting any  further  evidence  thereupon  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
Congress  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  submitted  to  them  : 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  resolution,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  resolution,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  third  resolution,  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative. 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  the  fourth  resolution,  resoWed  in  the  aflirnuitive* 

The  fifui  resolution  Deinff  read, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Penn,  and  seconded  bj  Mr.  Burke, 

That  the  consideration  of  the  fifth  resolution  be  postponed  till  Congress 
consider  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  letter  of  tne  25th  of  January, 
Irom  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  letters  of  the  8th  and  12th  of  February  from  major-general  Arnold. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  yeas  being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 


no 


.no 


IDelawaref 
Manftandt 


Virginia 


y.-CanHnOf 
Georgia^ 


no 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Heniy, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

F.  L.  Le^ 

Smith,' 

K.  II.  Lee^ 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HUl, 

.    Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 
Mr.  Liingworthy, 


no  ^no 


no 


yi'Han^fMre,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Matta^stU'JBi^^Mi.  S.  Adams 

LoTell, 

Holten, 
Jthade-Iskmd,    Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
Ctmiecticuit     Bir.  Dyer, 

Boot,  ni 

Spencer,  in 

JihohTorkf       Mr.  Jay,  sr 

Duane,  nil 

Floyd,  n( 

I^ewis,  n 

fikwJenei/t       Mr.  Witherspoon,  n< 

Fell,  n 

PemuffhyamOt  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  m 

Shippen,  ni 

Miuhlenbeig,    m 

M<Clene,  n( 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Paca,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Ad  ams,  in 
lieu,  of  the  first  part  as  far  as  <<  possession,''  inclusive,  to  substitute  as  folloirs  : 

**  Resolved^  That  his  excellency  Joseph  Reed's  letter  to  Congress  of  th^ 
S5th  of  January,  1779,  and  gen.  Arnold's  letter  of  the  8th  and  12th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  resolves  therein  contained  of  the  executive  council  c^Penn- 
svlvania,  be,  with  the  evidence  which  hath  been  collected  and  reported  by 
the  committee  on  those  letters,  transmitted  to  tiie  commander  in  chief;  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  appoint  a  court-martial  on  the  1st,  2d,  5d,  and  5th 
articles  contained  in  the  said  resolves  of  the  said  executive  council,  the  said 
articles  only  being  cognizable  by  a  court-martial ;  and  that  tlie  reference  be 
notified  to  tne  supreme  executive  council,  and  they  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  evidence  to  the  court-martial." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  amend 
the  substitute  proposed  so  as  to  read,  "  to  appoint  a  court-martial  on  SQch 
articles  contained  in  the  said  resolves  of  the  said  executive  council,  as  Con* 
gross  shall  judge  to  be  cognizable  by  a  court-martial." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Rllery, 

N^'Empthutt  Mr.  Whipple, 

Frost, 
Maina*8tU-'Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gcny, 

Lovell, 

Hoken, 
Mod^hland,    Bfr.EUery, 

Colons,    - 


Cofmedieutf 


MvhT^rk, 


i^/Vw-JSfrwy, 


M^.  Dyer, 

Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Withenpoon, 

FcH, 


no 


Ddawaret 
Maryland^ 


Pamtykania,   Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Mtuilenberg, 
M«Clene, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmicliae^ 
Henry, 

Virginia^  Mr.  T.  Aciams, 

F.  L.  Lee, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Ndson, 


no 
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JVVCVira&Mi^        Mr.  Penny  ay 7        {ii^CaroHna,        Mr.  Laureni^         "^'{.Vv 

ffiU,  no  Cay  Drayton,         vy] 

Bvke,  ay  J         \tSeorgia,  Mr.  Lsngwartby,  ay  >*y 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  substitate,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  ttien  made  to  strike  oat  the  words,  '^  and  that  all  proceed- 
ings," kc.  to  the  end ;  and  the  question,  shall  these  words  stand  ?  passed  in 
the  negative* 

On  die  question  to  agree  to  the  resolntion  as  amended :  resolved  in  the  af' 
firmttive. 

MONDAY,  JlprU  5,  1779- 

On  motion  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Dyer, 

lUmlvtd,  That  baron  8teabeo,  inspector-general,  be  informed  bj  the  pre- 
ndent,  that  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  his  merit,  displayed  in  a  va- 
riety of  instances,  but  especially  in  the  system  of  militaiy  order  and  disci- 
pline formed  and  presented  by  him  to  Congress. 

Congress  resuined  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  on 
the  salaries  of  officers  in  the  clothing  department;  Whereupon, 

Besohedt  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress  the  clethier-general 
have  a  salary  of  5000  dollars  per  annum. 

Whereas^  the  duties  of  the  sub  or  state  clothiers  who  are  to  be  appointed 
according  to  the  late  regulatioBS  of  the  clotiiier's  department,  will  be  very 
snequal,  the  ^vota  of  battalions  of  the  several  states  differing : 

EaUwedj  That  each  state  determine  and  pay  the  salary  proper  for  its  clo- 
thier, and  tkat  each  state-clothier  shall  be  allowed  two  rations  and  forage  for 
one  horse  per  day  durine  the  time  he  is  in  actual  service  with  the  army»  and 
going  to  and  returning  irom  the  same : 

That  the  recimental  clothiers  have  an  allowance  of  SO  dollars  per  month 
in  addition  to  their  present  appointment : 

That  tilie  clothier-general  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk,  who  shall  re*? 
cttve  the  same  allowance  as  the  clerks  of  the  auditors  of  ^e  army,     o 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  th6  committee*  on  the 
letter  of  tiie  8th  of  October,  from  governor  Trumbull  and  the  memorial  of 
WaUiain  Hoskins ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Trumbull,  late 
commissary-general,  be  directed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  exnibit  for  final  set-    ' 
tiement  before  the  treasury  the  cash  accounts  of  the  said  commissary -general* 

TUESDAY,  Jlpril  6, 1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  deputy  commissartes-getieral  of 
musters  in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Bradford  and  Noarth,  resigned;  and,  the 
ballots  l>eing  taken,  Mr.  Uenry  Rutgers,  jun.  and  Mr.  Azaiiah  Horton  were 
dected* 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  lieutenant  W. 
Macpherson,  report, 

"That  being  apfnrehensive  the  bringing  Mr.  Macpherson  into  the  line  . 
would  cause  much  disquietude  among  the  officers,  and  be  detrimental  to  the. 
service,  they  consulted  the  commander  in  chief,  who  coincided  with  them  in 
sentiment  as  to  the  impropriety  of  it ;  but  as  by  the  captivity  of  col.  Ward, 
the  oommissary-ffeneral  of  musters,  his  dutv  will  devolve  on  col.  Varick, 
the  next  senior  officer  in  the  department,  and  consequentlv  a  post  of  deputy 
•ommissary-geiieral  of  nuisters  will  be  vacant  till  the  release  of  the  com- 
missary-general of  musters;  and  as  the  commander  in  chief  has  expressed 
his  opinion  that  no  bad  consequences  will  arise  from  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
W.  Macpherson  to  that  post :  they  therefore  nominate  the  said  William 
Macpherson  to  be  elected  a  deputy  commissarv*general  of  musters  in  the 
lervice  of  the  United  States." 
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Ordered^  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
Mr.  Henry  Wjnkoop,  a  delegate  from  Pennsjlvania,  attended,  and  took 
bis  seat  in  Congress. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jpril  7,  irrO. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  G.  Pierce,  repre- 
senting, that  on  the  first  of  March,  1778,  he  lent  to  Mr.  Matthew  Bojd« 
commissioner  of  clothing  for  Chester  county,  £  1000  without  interest,  to  as- 
sist him  in  his  department,  which  remained  in  his  bands  till  within  three 
weeks  of  the  time  when  the  emission  of  April  11,  1778,  was  called  oat  of 
circulation :  that  at  that  time  he  was  re-paid  in  bills  of  that  emission :  that 
he  is  in  want  of  money  by  reason  of  losses  occasioned  by  the  enemy ;  and 
praying  that  the  said  money  may  be  exchanged  for  good  l>ills  in  circulation  l 

Hesolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

A  memorial  from  the  undertakers  of  the  continental  manufactory  of  arms 
was  read,  representing  that  the  success  of  their  undertakin*^  depends  on  the 
presence,  care  and  superintendence  of  Mr.  WindeU  one  of  the  copartners ; 
and  that  Mr.  Windel  having  long  been  a  captain  of  artillery,  and  for  fifteen 
years  past  first  director  of  the  royal  manufactory  of  Charleviile,  and  being 
much  esteemed  in  his  own  country  and  a  man  of  fortune,  declines  to  leave 
his  country  and  come  to  this  unless  he  is  ini^ited  by  the  honorable  Congress, 
and  have  a  promise  of  a  rank  superior  to  what  he  now  enjoys,  but  without 
any  pretensions  to  service  or  pay ;  and  therefore  praying  such  invitation  and 
promise  may  be  given  agreeably  to  what  they  were  encpuraaed  to  expect  when 
they  entered  into  the  contract  with  the  board  of  war ;  whereupon, 

Jxesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  be  granted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  cant.  Samner, 
report,  '^that  it  appears  that  the  service  of  the  armed  vessels  on  lake  Cham* 
plain,  in  1776,  was  disagreeable,  and  that  officers  reluctantly  quitted  the  line 
to  take  command  of  them :  that  as  an  inducement  to  officers  possessing  the 
requiute  talents  to  engage  in  that  service,  general  Schuyler  offered  to  lieute- 
nants the  commission  of  captains,  and  gave  them  hopes  of  permanent  pro- 
vision in  the  navy ;  that  influenced  by  these  motives  and  a  regard  to  the  pah- 
lie  good,  capt.  Sumner,  among  others,  quitted  his  station  in  the  line  and  took 
the  command  of  one  of  the  armed  vessels  abovemeutioned :  that  it  further 
appears  that  by  virtue  of  gen.  Schuyler's  orders,  gen.  Arnold,  on  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1776,  appointed  Mr.  Sumner  captain  to  the  said  command,  in  which 
capacity  he  in  several  actions  behaved  with  great  spirit  and  ^ood  conduct ; 
and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  capt  Sumner's  resignation  of  his  lieu* 
tenancy  in  the  line  to  take  the  above  command,  should  not  prejudice  his  claim 
to  rank  on  account  of  prior  services ;"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  capt.  Job  Sumner,  of  col.  Qreaton's  regiment,  have  a  cotn« 
mission  of  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  rank  as  such  from 
the  1st  day  or  July,  1776. 

THURSDAY,  Jpril  8,  1779. 

*   A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  authorized  to  appoint 
persons  to  purchase  necessarips  for  the  army,  until  the  further  oroers  of 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  of  Congress  be  elected  to  attend  at  the  board 
of  war  in  the  room  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  and  Mr.  Root :  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Spencer  and  Mr.  Atlee. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  February  from  major-general 
Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report : 

Resolved,  That  until  a  cartel  for  a  general  exchange  is  established  between 
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the  cominanders  in  chief  of  the  forces  of  the  Uoited  States  edcI  Great- 

Brittin,  in  order  to  relieve  as  much  as  possible  the  difticulties  pressing  upon 

the  prisoners  taken  during  the  operations  of  the  forces  under  the  command 

of  general  Lincoln,  and  the  British  forces  who  have  invaded  Georgia ;  the 

commanding  officer  of  the  southern  army  for  the  time  being,  be  authorized 

tb  exchange  the  same  to  the  extent  of  tneir  relative  numbers,  on  the  terms 

proposed  bj  major  Pinckney  to  lieutenant-colonel  Provost  on  the  first  daj  of 

February  last^  as  far  as  the  same  will  apply  to  the  said  prisoners: 

That  the  said  commanding  officer  for  the  time  being,  be  authorized  to  dis- 
peose  with  the  ^id  terms  where  he  shall  judge  that  humanity  or  very  pressing 
exoediency  may  require  it,  and  it  shall  nut  contravene  general  utility  : 

That  eftectual  provision  be  made  by  a  commissary  of  prisoners  for  supply- 
iogsuch  of  our  people  as  remain  unexchanged  : 

That  a  deputy  commissary  of  prisoners  be  appointed  for  the  southern  army 
b;  the  commanding  officer  thereof. 

FRIDAY,  JlpHl  9.  \779. 

The  board  of  war  having  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  ap- 
pointed 2d  lieutenants  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  commanded  by  colonel 
Harrison,  Robert  Burton,  commission  to  be  dated  October  18th,  1778,  Robert 
Jooit.  do.  January  1st,  1779,  Henry  Vowles,  do.  do.  John  Mosely,  do.  do. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  gentlemen  be  appointed,  and  commissions  granted 
to  them  establishing  their  ranks  from  the  times  above  specified. 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  Mons.  de  Bois  having  had  the  brevet  rank 
of  major  in  the  American  army  since  the  5th  of  November,  1776,  and  received 
|iay  and  rations  agreeably  thereto,  without  having  been  enabled  to  render 
any  service  to  the  states,  is  now  desirous  of  returning  to  Europe  if  he  can 
obtain  a  "opply  of  money  to  prosecute  his  voyage ;  \\  hereupon, 

HesolveiThiit  12  months'  pay  as  major  be  advanced  to  Mons.  de  Bois,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  his  voyage  to  France ;  and  that  be  be  no  longer  con- 
sidered as  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committcd  their  report 
of  the  19th  of  December  on  the  memorial  of  capt  John  Sutton,  having  re« 
considered  the  said  memorial,  and  been  attended  by  captain  Sutton  with  his 
proofs,  report. 

That  the  committee  are  fulljr  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  said  memorial, 
and  that  the  money  mentioned  in  the  said  memorial,  viz.  956  75-90  dollars, 
doe  to  the  commissarv's  department,  being  a  balance  in  his  hands  for  the 
tine  he  acted  in  that  department  for  the  1st  Virginia  regiment ;  and  3844 
11-90  dollars  in  his  hands  as  pay-master  to  the  said  regiment,  was  stolen 
from  his  tent  without  any  negligence  or  default  on  his  part :  that  on  the 
contrary  it  appears  that  he  used  all  the  precaution  in  his  power  for  its  safe 
custody  :  that  he  took  pains  and  ofiered  to  settle  his  accounts  :  that  he  ap- 
plied for  a  guard  to  watch  his  tent,  which  was  not  granted  :  that  he  removed 
the  money  with  him  when  he  went  abroad  in  the  day  into  the  tents  of 
officers  of  the  army  who  were  his  freinds :  that  he  entreated  the  deputy  pay- 
master general  to  suflfer  it  to  be  lodged  in  the  military-chest,  whicn  was  re- 
fused»  because  tliere  was  no  room  Tor  it;  and,  lastly,  that  the  proof  of  the 
theft  is  cl($ar  and  satisfactory^ ;  Whereupon, 

Baolved,  That  two  certain  sums  of  956  75-90  dollars,  and  3844  11-90 
dollars,  stolen  from  capt.  John  Sutton,  pay-master  of  the  ist  Virginia  regi- 
ment, be  allowed  and  passed  to  his  credit  on  the  settlement  of  his  public 
ucounts. 

On  motion  by  the  committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication  of 
tiie  journals : 

Resolved^  That  David  C.  Claypoole,  be  appointed  to  print  for  Congresa. . 
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SATURDAY,  ^pril  10,  1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read :  ^iVherettpoD, 
Besolved,  That  the  proceedingb  of  tlie  court-martial  held  at  Fort-Pitt,  on 
coL  Steel,  deputy  quarter-master  general,  be  returned  to  the  commander  in 
chief;  and  that  be  be  informed  that  the  intention  of  Congress,  by  their  or- 
der of  the  20th  of  Febniarj  last,  referring  the  said^proceedmgs  to  him,  wav 
that  he  should  finally  determine  thereon,  or  direct  such  farther  proceedtzigs 
as  he  ahottld  think  necessary. 

MONDAY,  JlpHl  12,  1779. 

Confess  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  committee  on  the  trea- 
sury ot  the  5th;  and,  thereupon, 

Hesolved^  That  the  three  commissioners  for  destroying  bills  of  credit  (o 
be  taken  out  of  circulation  by  order  of  Congress,  be  allowed  on  every  100 
dollars  so  destroyed  £-90  parts  of  a  dollar,  to  be  equally  divided  betwetea 

them. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  nominated  as  proper  persons  to  be  appoint- 
ed commiftsionerb  for  destroying  the  bills  to  be  taken  out  of  circulatiun,  viz. 
Andrew  Doz,  by  Mr.  Paca  ;  John  Shee,  by  Mr.  Atlee ;  Hugh  Montgomery, 
by  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

Congress,  by  general  consent,  proceeded  to  an  election  ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken,  Andrew  Doz,  John  Snee,  and  Hugh  Montgomery,  were  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon,  ^ 

Mesolvedt  That  the  loan-office  certificates  which  may  issue  for  prizes  of 
the  Sd  class  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  any* resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Resolved^  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  be  allowed  three  quarters  of  1  -90 
of  a  dollar  for  every  100  dollars  which  he  maj  receive  to  be  destroyed,  in  full 
compensation  of  ail  charges  for  a  clerk,  obce  rent,  fire-wood,  stationary, 
and  other  contingent  expenses. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith,  i 

Delaware^  Mr.  Vandyke,         ay  ^-ay 

Maryland^  Ifr.  Carmichae],     ay  > 

Henry,  ay  5  *' 


^euyHampshire,Mr.  Whipple, 
Musta'setU'Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

Ixivclj, 

Holteii, 
Rhode-Islandf      Mr.  Collins, 
Cmwedieui,        Mr.  Spencer, 
JSew-York,  Mr.  Juy, 

Floyd, 
PermaykantOf     Mr.  Armstrong', 

Atlee, 

Muhlenberg,  ayj 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Virginia,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  no 

R  H.  Le^  ay 

Griiiin,  ay 

North-CanMm,  Mr.  HUU  no> 

Burke,  no  5*^ 

Soutk-Caro&nOf  Mr.  Drayton,  ay  }>  ay 


}^ 


TUESDAY,  •flpra,  13,  1779. 


(gen. 

into  the  disagreeable  altemattYe  ot  either  silently  sitting  down  under  a 
charge  which  may  make  an  impression  on  the  mindis  of  the  people  nirfiT^ra- 
ble  to  his  conduct  and  capacity,  or  of  justifying  himself  by  a  publication 
which  at  this  juncture  maybe'  inexpedient;  that  if  Congress  will  conde- 
stend  to  appoint  a  committee  to  hear  what  he  Hm  to  say  on  that  subject,  he 
has  no  doubt  of  making  his  conduct  appear  satisfactory;  but  if  that  mea- 
sure should  be  tht^ug^t  improper,  then  requesting  that  they  wiH  order  the 
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letter  of  thanks,  with  which  thej  honored  him  on  the  occasion*  to  be  re-pub^ 
lished:  Whereupon, 

RtMohed^  That  the  yote  of  thank g  to  major-general  Lee,  on  account  of 
Ikis  condnct  on  the  38th  of  June,  1776,  be  republished  ;  and  that  Congress 
have  no  reason  to  alter  their  opinion  of  his  conduct  on  that  occaaion. 

On  netioo  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  bjr  Mr.  Laurens, 

Besolved^  That  the  marine  committee  take  such  order,  respecting  retaining, 
the  coDtinental  ship-jrards  and  workmen  now  in  their  employ,  as  thej  shaU 
think  most  conducive  to  the  public  good. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Paca,and  Mr.  Morris,*  appointed  to  consider  what  farther  measures  are 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina  and  Geor^a,  report, 

*^  That  the  suUects  of  the  most  Christian  king  residing  in  South -Carolina, 
bve  offered  to  form  a  coi-ps  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  said  state,  ta 
be  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  nation ;  that  the  said  oQer  is  ap- 
proved by  the  minister  of  France,  and  that  the  marquis  of  Britigny  requests 
to  be  anpmnted  to  the  command :"  Whereupon, 

Resoictd^  That  Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  offer  made  by  the  sub- 
jects of  his  most  Christian  majesty  residing  in  South -Carolina,  to  incorpo- 
rate themselves  for  the  defence  of  the  said  state,  and  that  the  same  be 
accepted. 

Resfdred^  Tliat  the  marquis  of  Britigny,  who,  from  his  generous  sacrifices, 
from  his  rreat  sufferings,  and  from  bis  military  abilities,  is  entitled  to  the 
xt^iiL  ^the  United  States,  appears  from  his  military  talents,  rank,  and 
sbiUties,  to  be  a  proper  person  to  command  the  said  corps,  and  that  he  be 
accordioglv  recommended  to  the  governor  of  South-Carolina* 

JRnoltm,  That  the  said  corps,  while  embodied  in  actual  service,  be  upon 
coodnental  establishment  of  pay  and  rations. 

Eesolviit  That  tlie  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  lend  to  the  United 
States  1000  stand  of  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the  forces  destined  for 
the  defence  of  South-Carolina  and  ueorgia ;  and  that  the  board  of  ^ar  be  or- 
dered to  replace  the  same  without  delay. 

WEDNESDAY,  SprH  14, 1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  joint  committee  of  the  legis- 
lature and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  reported,  that  the 
fiollowing  resolution  was  offered  by  the  said  joint  committee,  in  order  that 
the  sense  of  Congress  might  be  taken  thereon,  viz. 

Revived,  That  the  power  granted  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  states 
in  the  union  by  the  resolve  c?  the  2lst  of  Auguat,  1778,  was  an  exclusive 
uithority  ;  and  that  the  official  or  authoritative  exercise  thereof  by  any  offiv 
cfr  of  tine  United  States,  or  other  person,  is  derogatory  and  dangerous  to  the 
interests  of  the  states : 

The  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  a  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr. 
G.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  as  follows: 

Whereas  Congress,  on  the  21st  day  of  August  last,  did  resolve,  that  when 
an  J  persons  are  desirous  of  going  within  the  enemy's  lines,  they  shall  apply 
to  the  executive  powers  of  the  state  to  which  they  belong,  and  if  the  said  exe- 
cutive powers  ap|jrove  the  motives  and  characters  of  the  persons  applying, 
and  shall  be  of  opinion,  especially  at  so  critical  conjunctures  as  the  present 
that  no  danger  will  ensue  by  j;ranting  such  permission,  that  they  recommend 
them  to  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  next  to  the  enemy,  who,  upon  such 
recommendation,  may»  at  his  discretion,  permit  the  persons  to  go  in. 

For  the  better  execution  of  the  said  resolution, 

Retolvid^  That  any  officer  who  shall  permit  a  person  to  go  within  the  ene- 
my's lines,  without  such  recommendation,  or  the  orders  of  toe  commander  in 
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cliiefi  or  the  commander  of  a  separate  department,  and  shall  thereof  be  doly 
convicted  before  a  court-martial,  shall  thereby  forfeit  his  commission. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  as  a  substitute,  the  jeas  and  nays  being 
required  bV  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative,  every  member  answering  av. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  after 
**  or  the  orders,''  to  insert  the  words  *^  or  authority :'' 

On  which  tiie  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


NeW'Hianpdiiftf  Mr.  Whipple^ 

Fra«t, 

Mamf  mi-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 


Bhode^&bmd, 

Cormectieutf 
Ifew-York, 


Neuf-Jemyt 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUeiy, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Fell, 


PowiMywortt/Of 


Dehtwarc, 
Maryland^ 

Vtrgada, 


S^CaroUna^ 


Mr.  Annstnmg,  ay' 
Shippen,  no 
Atlee,  no 

Searie,  no 

Muhlenberg,  no 
Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Hcniy, 

Mr.  T.  Adama^ 
F.  L.  Lee, 
R.  H.Lee, 
Griifin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 


►no 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


: 


Vno 
(no 


no 


no  yno 


S<r  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  substitute  as  a  resolution :  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
to  him  from  major  Harnage^in  tiehalf  of  himself  and  captain  Hawker,  both  of 
the  62d  British  regiment,  requesting  permission  for  himself  and  his  family, 
with  capt.  Hawker,  to  so  by  wayt  of  Rhode-Island  to  New- York,  and  from 
thence  by  water  to  Fredericksburgh,  or  any  town  nearest  to  Charlotteville,  to 
join  the  troops  of  the  convention :  also  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the  court- 
martial  held  by  order  of  Confess,  upon  the  officers  of  the  elaboratory,  and 
deputy  quarter- master  at  Springfield  ;  Whereupon, 

jHeMolved^  That  gen.  Wasnington  be  informed  that  Congress  cannot  agree 
to  major  Harnaee  and  capt  Hawker's  goin^  to  Yii^nia  in  the  way  proposed 
and  requested,  but  have  no  objection  to  their  remaining  where  they  are. 

Ordered^^  That  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  be  returned  to  tiie 
commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  take  such  order  thereon  as  he  shall  judge 
proper. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  the  general  assembly  of  tlie  state  of 
Massachusetts- Bay,  have  authorized  and  directed  the  board  of  war  of  the 
said  state,  to  purchase  ftour  and  grain  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
who  are  gre&tly  distressed  by  the  want  of  bread  : 

Besolved,  Tliat  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommenfled  to  the  execattve  powers 
of  the  states  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  New-Jersey, 
and  New* York,  to  permit  the  exportation  of  such  flour  and  grain  as  has  been 
or  may  be  purchased  within  the  said  sti^tes  respectively,  under  the  direction 
of  the  said  Doard  of  war,  if  authorized  as  aforesaid. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  the 
words  following: 

Whereas  the  subsistence  money  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  2d  day  of  June  last,  hath  become  insufficient  for  their 
support,  by  the  rapid  inorease  of  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life ;  there- 
fore, 

'<  Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  to  make 
provision  for  supplying  the  officers  of  their  states  respectively  with  the  arti- 
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des  at  the  rates  foltowiDg,  tiz.  West-India  rom  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per 
g^UoQ,  Muscorado  sogar  at  half  a  dollar  per  poniid,  coffee  at  half  a  dollar 
|ier  poaad,  tea  at  one  dollar  and  two-thirds  per  pound,  and  chocolate  at  half 
a  dw\ar  per  pound ;  and  that  an  agent  be  appointed  to  supply  the  officers  not 
helon^^  to  any  particalar  state  at  and  after  the  same  rates,  at  the  expenie 
of  die  United  States,  accordina  to  such  roles  and  regulations  as  the  com* 
Bander  in  chief  shall  frame  and  direct" 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Eller^,  seconded  by  Mr.  8.  Adams,  that  the  considera* 
tioo  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  yeas  ano  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Jfefw'tfri-Bfly^  Mr.  S.  Adjuii% 

LoveU 
Gcny, 
HoHen, 
mktdt'JUmd,    Mr.  EUery, 

CoUinfl, 


^Vn^TtHb, 


no  )4io 

•y 

•J 

ay 

no  I 
no  >no 
no  I 
noj 


Deiawattf 


VtrgimOf 


Ni-Cankna, 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichael, 

HeniT, 
Mr.  T.  Adanifl, 

F.  Rj»  Juee, 

Smitli, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Laureni^ 

Drayton, 


►no 


no 


Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Motrin 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
PemtushomOf   Mr.  Armstrongs 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 

Searle,  ^ 

Muhlenberg,    ay  I 

Wynkoop,        noJ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Af^er  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holten,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

JResolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  witii  ihe 
commander  in  chief. 

Re9olv^^  That  Dr.  Joseph  Gardner  be  appointed  a  signer  of  (be  continental 
bills  of  credit 

THURSDAY,  ^prU  15,  1779. 

Mr.  Witliam  Sharpe,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Conaress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  oonsistina  of 
Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery>  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  f%ll, 
Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Barke,  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Langworthy,  being  a'  member  from  each  state,  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  foreign  affairs  of  these  United  States,  and  also  the  conduct 
of  the  late  and  present  commissioners  of  these  states,  wherein  the  committee 
report, 

'*  1st.  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Dr.  Franklin  is  plenipotentiary  for 
these  states  at  the  court  of  France,  Dr.  A.  Lee,  commissioner  for  the  court 
of  Spain,  Mr.  William  Lee,  commissioner  for  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ber- 
/is,  Mr.  R.  Izard,  commissioner  for  the  court  of  Tuscany :  that  Mr.  J.  Adams 
was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Deane,  who  had  been  appointed  a  joint  commissioner  with  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, and  Dr.  A.  Lee,  but  that  tne  said  commission  of  Mr.  Adams  is  super- 
seded by  the  plenipotentiary  commission  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

2d.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  ministers  plenipotentiary 
for  these  states  are  only  necessary,  for  the  present,  at  the  courts  of  Versailles 
and  Madrid. 

3d.  That  in  the  course  of  their  examination  and  enquiry,  they  find  many 
complaints  against  the  said  commissioners,  and  the  political  and  cossmer- 
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oial  agency  of  Mr.  Dease ;  which  coiiiptaiiit8»  with  the  evideoce  in  siDport 
thereof,  are  herewith  deiiTered,  and  to  which  the  committee  htg  leave 
to^  refer. 

4th.  That  suspicions  and  animoiities  have  arisen  atnone  the  said  commls* 
sioners  which  maj  foe  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interesta  of  these 
United  States* 

5th.  That  the  appointments  of  the  said  commtssionera  be  vacated,  nnd  tiiat 
new  appointments  be  made. 

6th.  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commisaioiier  ibr 
these  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

rih.  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United 
Stetos,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  other  public  office. 

(8th.  That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiarv  minister  or  commission- 
er for  these  United  Stetes,  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,  and  who  has  not  a 
fixed  And  permanent  interest  therein* 

9th.  That  fit  and  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  Mr. 
Deaae's  public  accofunts,  and  the  public  accoonto  of  all  other  persons  who 
have  transacted  the  commercial  affairs  of  these  stetes  in  France. 

10th.  That  each  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  ministers,  and  commisaioners, 
who  now  is,  or  has  been,  or  may  be  appointed,  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
per  annum." 

The  house  having,  on  former  days,  when  the  report  was  under  d^ate, 
agreed  to  the  first  and  second  articles  thereof ;  and  having  also  read  the 
third  article  and  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  a  motion  was  this  day  made 
by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

<<  That  the  members  of  this  house  who  may  have  any  papers  or  evidence 
in  their  possession  relative  to  the  said  report,  do  lay  the  same  on  the  teble." 

On  the  qaeation  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

.  Congress  proceeoed  to  consider  the  fourth  article  in  the  report,  when  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Cannicl^el*  to  strike 
q^t  the  words  **  which  may  be." 

FRIDAY,  ^pril  16,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  post-office  having  conferreti  with  the  post-master, 
md  other  principai  officers  of  that  department,  report, 

That  it  will  be  proper  to  supply  the  post-master  general  immediately  with 
0967  1-3  dollars,  to  pay  the  cfebts  dae  from  the  post-office  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  Stk  of  this  month : 

That  it  win  be  proper  to  adirance  to  the  post-master,  on  account,  the  fur- 
tiuer  Mim  of  5000  doUars,  Ibr  the  accruing  expenses  of  his  departnenf, 
to.  the  end  that,  dttalinft  with  ready  money,  he  may  be  enabled  to  make  the 
beat  batgaina  tor  the  public: 

That  the  present  rate  of  postege  be  doubled : 

That  the  anpnal  salavy  or  the  post-master  generd  for4he  future  be  3000 
dollars  per  annum : 

That  the  snrreyor's  pay  be  bcreaaed  from  six  doltars  to  12  dolhrs  per  day 
each: 

That  the  comptroller's  salary  be  increased  from  340  dollars  to  680  dol- 
lan  per  annum : 

jRfa^lvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  aaid  report. 

SATURDAY,  JprU  17,  1779. 

The  delegatea  of  South-Carolina,  to  whom  was  refemd  the  letter  of  the 
7tfi  of  March,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  report,  which  wa^i 
ti|ken  into  consideration,  and  thereupon  Congress  came  to  the  following  re- 
solutton: 
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Whereas  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  major  Meaa,  aid -de-camp  to  major-gen.  Lincoln,  commanding  officer 
in  the  southern  department,  that  he  is  in. such  an  ill  state  of  health  as  tliat 
his  euUinuing  longer  in  that  warm  climate  may  endanger  bis  life : 

Rtsohed,  That  the  said  major-gen  Lincoln  be  permitted  to  retire  from  the 
comniod  of  the  southern  army,  and  join  the  army  under  gen.  Washington, 
that  the  pablic  may  avail  itself  of  his  services  in  a  climate  more  suitable  to 
his  constitation  when  his  health  will  admit  of  it. 

Bemhed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  promotion  of 
brjpdhvs  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

lae  board  of  war  to  whom  was  re*committed  their  report  of  the  12th, 
brought  in  a  farther  report:  Whereupon, 

Ritolvedt  That  the  commander  in  ctiief  be  authorized  and  directed  to  take 
such  measures  far  iulistinga  competent  number  of  wagoners,  to  continue  in 
service  for  niife  months  or  dilring  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  shall  by  him  be 
deemed  most  efficacious  and  proper : 

That  the  wagoners  so  in  listed  shall  receive  a  sum  not  exceeding  40  dol« 
lareper  month,  and  a  suit  of  clothes  as  a  bounty  : 

That  such  regulations  shall  he  established  by  the  quarter-master  general 
for  the  conduct,  mustering,  and  paying  of  the  said  corps  of  wagoners  as  shall 
be  judged  expedient  and  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  all  regulations  made  in  virtue  hereof,  and  the  number  of  wagoners 
udistod,  be,  from  time  to  time,  returned  and  reported  by  the  quarter-master 
general  to  the  board  of  war. 

Rtsehed,  That  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  16th  of  March,  on  the  subject 
of  iniistisg  wagoners,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed* 

The  fsUowiag  notion  was  made  by  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Rhode* 
Islaiid: 

"  Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations have^  Hk  pursuance  of  a  direction  from  said  state,  represented  to  Con- 
gress that  the  legislature  thereof  have  found  it  absolutely  necessarv  to  endea^ 
iror  to  ruse  a  brigade  of  1500  raen^  officers  included,  for  one  year,  for  the  com- 
mon defence  oi  that  and  the  United  States,  and  have  accordingly  offered  a 
boaoty  ot£  45,  the  same  dothtn^  allowed  continental  troops,  and  an  addition 
of  six  pounds  per  month  to  their  wages,  for  tlieir  better  subsistence :  and 
have  requested  that  the  same  should  be  furnished  and  defrayed  by  the 
continent. 

Jte8olved,  That  Congress  approve  the  raising  of  a  bngade  of  1500  men  by 
(be  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence*  Plan tatioas,  for  the  common  de- 
fence of  that  and  the  United  States,  for  the  space  of  one  year,  upon  the  con- 
ditions set  fordi  in  the  said  representation ;  and  diat  tlie  bounty,  pay,  cloth- 
ing and  subsistence  of  said  brigade,  shall  be  supplied  and  furnished  at  conti- 
nental  expense."  ^ 

A  aMti<Ni  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry,  that  the  same 
be  coaamitted. 

Qaestion  piit»  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry,  that 
the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

After  debate,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 
to  add  to  the  motion  for  postponing,  the  following  words,  •'  until  the  sense  of 
the  commander  in  chief  cao  be  hA  thereon :" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery, 

«V.-Aii^MAtf«;  Ifr.  Whipple, 
Msua^Mf'Bt^t  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

LoveH, 

Uolten, 
**»<fe-/ffaail,    Mr.  EUery, 

Collins; 


CaamBetfctOf      Mr.  Spencer,  no  ^ 

JVewYork,         Mr.  Jay,  ay  ^ 

Moitia,  ay^^" 

Mw-Jersei/f        Mr.Witherspoon,  no^^ 


Fcl!,  av 


£54 
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no 


MoBryUmdf 


no 
no 
no  }no 

5 


no 
no 


no 


y.-Carokaa,      Mr.  Penn, 

Biffke> 
Sfaarpe, 

S.'CaroUna,      Mr.  LauKli% 


BoS-iiO 
no  3 

no> 


'AO 


Pemuylvama,  Mr.  Shippen,   • 

Munlenbeig, 
Delaware^         Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Cannichaely 
Mr.  M.Smid), 
R.  n.  M-AtCf 
Griffin, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 

Bllery^ 


N,-HampMrt^  Bfr.  Whipple^ 
Mattel ttU-Bayt  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 
Mhode-Tsland,    Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 
CotmecUctOf      Mr.  Spencer, 
J^ewTork,        Mr.  Jay, 

Morris, 
IkwJiBney,      Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Fell, 
Pemujflvania,  Mr.  Shippen, 

Muhlenbeig, 


DdatDore, 
Manfland, 


Pirgima, 


Ni'CaroMna, 


S^CaroSnOf 


Mr.  Van^rke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

CarmichaeL 

Heniy, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

RH.JLee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson* 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpen 
Mr.  Laurens* 

Drayton*' 


no  yao 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  8.  Adams,  to 
^rike  out  the  words,  "  upon  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  said  representa- 
tion, and  that  the  bounty,  pay,  clothing  and  subsistence  of  the  said  br^de 
shall  be  supplied  and  furnished  at  continental  expense;"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert,  ^  to  be  entitled  to  continental  pay,  clothing  and  subsistmce,  and  a 
bounty  not  exceeding  200  dollars  for  every  non-commissioned  officer  and 
soldier. 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  shall  the  words  movei  to  be 
struck  out  stand  ? 

The  determination  thereof  was  postponed  by  the  state  of  New-York. 

MONDAY,  Jtpnl  19>  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  capt  Stoddard,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  r^ 
mgn  his  commission : 

jResolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  mcmhriai  from  the  chevalier  Sureau  du  Vivier,  was  read,  representilf 
that  he  had  been  nominated  by  the  general  assembly  of  North-Carolina*  m^ 
jor  of  a  French  re^ment  proposed  to  be  raised  in  tnat  state  and  commandqft 
by  col.  Chariot :  that  the  impossibility  of  procuring  men  to  inlist  indncet 
the  said  assembly  to  dissolve  tne  regiment :  that  the  governor,  well  satisiei* 
with  his  conduct,  gave  him  a  recommendation  to  the  honorable  Congress  ts 
be  employed  as  major  in  the  continental  army :  that  having  expended  las 
money  he  returned  to  Guadaloupe  For  a  fresh  supply,  and  is  now  returned^ 
and  praying  that  he  be  continued  a  major  in  the  continentaT  army,  or  hvrt 
an  allowance  for  his  expenses,  and  H  brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,    ,        * 

Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  Sureau  du  Yhrier  be  informed  that  Congress 
cannot  agree  to  his  request. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  major-general  Schuyler,  was  read,  renewii^  his 
reauest  for  leave  to  resign : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Whitherspoon* 

Resolved^  Tnat  his  request  be  complied  with. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Wliereupon* 

Jlesotved,  That  whensoever  a  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
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ihall  comroand  a  brigade  of  the  troops  of  these  states  in  the  absence  of  a 
brigadier,  he  shall  be  permitted  to  draw  six  rations  in  addition  to  the  one  he 
draws  as  colonel,  in  consideration  of  the  extra  expense  he  is  subjected  to 
bj  sQch  command. 

The  determination  of  the  question  which  was  on  Saturday  postponed  in 
Tight  of  a  state,  was  called  for : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  6.  Morris,  seconded  bj  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

RimMl^  That  when  a  question  is  postponed  in  right  of  a  state,  it  shall 
be  fwt  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  house  immediately  after  eoing  through  the 
pab/ic  despatches,  without  debate,  provided  such  meeting  snail  not  be  on  the 
sane  dav. 

The  question  being  put,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  ? 
passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted,  bj 
striking  out  the  words  *«  200." 

Question  put,  shall  these  words  stand  P  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Whipple,  to  insert "  150 
dollars ;''  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Morris, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mttta'stii-Bt^f  Mr.  S.  Adama^ 

Gcny, 
Lovell, 
Holteii, 

Mr.miery, 
Collins, 

Ifr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duime, 
G.Moirifl^ 


ay  ^ay    IPeniuyloama^ 


NewYmk, 


I 


no 


Maryland^ 
Virginia^ 


Mr*  Armstrong, 
Atiee, 
Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 
Mr.  T.  AdaiiM, 

M.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Nekon, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  LAuren% 


Lewifl^ 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay7  j. 
Fell,  no5™^' 

Bo  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  tiie  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  as  amended :  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  notion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  amend 
the  main  question  farther,  by  striking  out  the  words,  *<  that  Congress  approve 
the  raising  of  a  brigade  of  1500  men  by  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations ;"  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert,  "  that  the  men  who  mar 
be  raised  by  die  state  of  Rhode-Island,  in  addition  to  their  quota  of  conti- 
Dental  troops,  to  serve." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  stand  ?  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Morris, 


N.-Ban^ttkire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Maua'ttts-BayfUr,  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 

Bkade-IOiaid,   Mr.  Elleiy, 

Collins, 

CtimeeHeutt      Mr.  Spencer, 


ay  ^ay 


:i»York, 


Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morrui, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Wltherspoon, 

FeU, 


no 


PennsyhamOi   Bfr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenbeig, 

Mar^iand,         Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 

Virginia^  Mr.  T.  Adamfi^ 

Smith, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Mr.  Lauren^ 


N.'CaroUna^ 
S^Cara&na, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  6.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Qoane,  to  add  to  the  main  question  as  amended^  the  following  words : 
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**  Upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other  wages  be  allowed  to  the  aaid 
men  by  the  said  atate  than  what  ia  paid  toother  continental  troops." 

TUESDAY,  JSpril  20,  1779. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Morris, 

That  the  house  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  13  upon  foreign  affairs : 

And  apon  the  question,  nie  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton : 
resolved  in  the  affirmative :  thereupon. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  moved  the  4th 
article  of  the  report ;  and  on  the  question,  shall  the  words  '^  which  may  be," 
stand  part  of  the  report  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Kew-Hanytshire,  Mr.  Whipple,        no  ^oo     AHayland, 
MaM9e^9tt9-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Gejry, 


M9de'lBlandy 
Cannectieut, 


LoveU, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris^ 

Floyd, 

Lewifl^ 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippei^ 

Atlee, 

Searie, 

Muhlenberg-, 

Wynkoop, 


;|no 


no  ^00 

no' 

no 

no 

noj 

no"^ 
no  1 
no  >no 
no  I 
noJ 
no>^» 
tio'^ 
no  J 


rirgtma. 


no 

no 
no^ 


.no 


X'CarQSnOf 


S,'  CflTWlflll, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Cannichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
,  Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

liill, 

Burke, 

S)harpe, 

Mr.  Laurensb 
Draytoi^ 


no 


MIO 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 

A  division  was  then  called  for  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  that  the  first  qveitiiMi 
be  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of  the  4th  artitle,  viz.  **  that  snspicioBS  and  ani- 
nostties  have  arisen  among  the  said  commissioners." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to an^id 
the  clause  by  striking  out  the  word  ^  aaid ;"  and  in  lien  therein  insertisg 
*<  late  and  present." 

On  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mnhlenbeig,  before 
the  words  **  late  and  present,"  to  insert  **  spme  of." 

On  the  question  put,  the  states  were  eqtially  ditided,  and  the  amendment 
was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ellery,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  4th  article  be  postponed  untU  the  5&  article  is  consi- 
dered and  determined  on :  *  *  *  ' 

Question  put,  the  states  were  equally  divided. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane, 'seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  to  add  the 
names  of  the  commissioners,  taking  the  sense  of  the  house  on  each  name  to 
be  added : 

On  the  question,  shall  the  names  be  added?  resolved  in  {he  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  shall  Dr.  B.  Franklin's  name  be  inserted?  resolved  u 
the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Silas  Deaoe's  name  be  added  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  fay  Mk,  Smithy 
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If,-atmptkire.  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mamfttta-Bajf^Ur,  S.  AdaiiM^ 

Getry, 
LovelL 
Holten, 
Mr.  EUery, 
CoUiiUy 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Moms, 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 
Fomsybama,  Mr.  Annitiong', 

Sfaippen, 
Atlee, 
Seaile, 


ay>*y 


(JWKUBCfU, 


MaaryUmd^        Mr.  Pkter, 


V&sfnSa, 


K'CaroHna^ 


S,'Car$linaf 


Cannichflel, 
Ur,T.  Adama^ 

Smith, 

R.  u.  L^e, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 
.    Buike, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurent 

Dnyton, 


Muhlenberg,     a 
Wynkoop,        a 

So  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  tiie  question,  shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee*s  name  be  added  ? 

The  jeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Smithy 

ay^ay     Maryland,         Bir.  Plater, 

Paca, 
Carmichae], 

Virginia,  Mr.  T.  Adama, 

Smith, 
R.  n.  XiCe, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 

J^^CaroUna,     Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

S.'CaroUfUh      BIr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


KEufikire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
3&8ti^iti9'B^,lSr,  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Rhait.htmi,    Ifr.  EUery, 

CoUina^ 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 


Coimediaa, 
New-York, 


Morris^ 
Floyd, 
Fenntifkama,  Wb.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searie,     • 
Muhlenbefg, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmatiTe. 
^  On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Ralph  Izard's  name  be  added  P 
'  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


•y 


»y 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


S^Hamptkirt,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mane^ttti-Bay,  Mr.  8.  Adam^ 

Geny, 

Lovell, 

Holten,         ' 
nktde^htand,   Mr.  EUery, 

Coffins^ 
CSMtfelictd;      Mr.  Spencer, 
A>».r«H^,       Mr.  Jay, 

Duane^ 

Moms^ 

Fkiyd, 
Pomn^oamm,   Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 

Searie, 

Muhlenberi^ 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 
On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  William  Lee's  name  be  added  r 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smit|i| 
Vou  III.  ^ 


NMnS/na, 


S^'CaroHna, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R  H.Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Drayton, 


'5MS 
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N'lUmfMhire,   Mr.  Whipple, 

VmHi^mt^Bt^,  Mr.  8.  Adauu, 

Gcny, 
LoveU* 
Holten, 

HktdeJAmd,    Mr.BUcty, 

CoUins  . 

Coimeeticuit      Mir.  Spence, 

New-York^        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Mornsy 
Floyd, 

PcfuuykiQnUif  Mr*  Anostfong', 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Miihlenbeig, 
Wynkoop, 


Maryland^ 


Virginia^ 


ay 


N.'CwroUnOt 


S^'CmroUnOf 


Mr.  Fitter, 
PacA, 

Carmichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R.  H.  L^e, 

Griffin, 

Nelton, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HiU, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolyed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  John  Adams's  name  be  added  ? 

The  jeas  and  nays  beiog  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


»no 


Maryksnd^ 


FirgfrnOf 


N^'CtaroUna^ 


S^'CaroHnOf 


Mr.  Plater, 

Cannicliaelt 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R.H.Lee, 

Griffin* 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

HiU, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

DrsytoD, 


no 


no 


K-Bampthbre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Maaa^stt9-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

LoveU, 

Holten, 
Eh^de-iOan^    Mr.  BUery, 

Collins^ 
C^finedicut^      Mr  Spencer, 
NeW'Ytrky        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Monis, 

Floyd, 
Pemmykania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg',     n 

Wvnkoop,        n 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  nrst  clause  being  amended  so  as  to  read. 

That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the  late  and  present 
commissioners,  namely.  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Izard,  and  Mr.  'William  Lee ;  and  the'qoestion  being 
ready  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  8.  Adams,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Lpvell, 

That  toe  question  be  not  now  put ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Marykmd^ 


N.'Ban^pMrt^  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mum'sUa-Batf,  Mr.  8.  Aduos^ 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Mr.EUery, 
CoUhu^ 
Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris^ 
Floyd, 
Penmykfaniat  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenbeig^ 
Wnykoop, 


Shodt-idandf 
Connedicuif 


»no 


Vtrginia, 


^r.-CaroSna» 


if^aroUnOf 


Sir.  Plater, 
Paca,     , 
Camiichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams^ 
^    Smith, 

K.  H.  JLfie, 

Griffin, 

Nolaon, 
Mr.  Peim, 

Hill, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Lauren^ 

Drayton, 
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So  it  paned  ia  tkc  negative. 

The  question  being  then  pat  to  agree  to  the  irst  elaase  as  aaiended,  aad 
ihe  yeu  and  nays  being  roqotred  by  Mr.  Drajton, 


no  ^no    iManflandt 


Virgkdot 


V.'EtmpAa^  Mr.  Whipple^ 
Muim»-Ba!f,  Mr.  9.  Adanifl^ 

Geny, 

HohcB, 
iUUfewJUoitf,  Mr.  EUeiy, 

Collina^ 
C^mteeHcut^      Mr.  Spencer, 
ASw-ftr^        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morrisy 

Floyd, 
Pfmn/tuomof  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenbeig*, 

Wynkoop, 

8d  \i  WIS  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Theaaestioa  was  then  put,  to  agree  to  the  second  cUnse,  on  which  th^ 
yeas  tad  Days  being  required  by  Mr.  Orayton, 


i^-Goroltnab 


S.'CaroUnOf 


Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Canniehae], 
Mr.  T.  Adm^ 

Smith, 

R.  H.  L«e» 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Sbarpe, 
Mr.  LAiiren8» 
Drayton» 


no  )-no     Jlilarykuui 


VvrgmOf 


Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Camichael, 
Mr.  T.  Adain% 


Ni-Car9Una, 


8.'CaroUnat 


Mr.  Penn, 
HU1» 
Burite, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.Lamena, 
Drayton, 


N..Bampthin,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MoMtmtU-Bttjf,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Geny, 

Lovel^ 

Holten, 
JOtA-Mmd,    Mr.  EUeiy, 

Collins, 
liew-YtHk,       Mr.  Jay, 

Buane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 
JfiiifJbaftf,  Mr.  AnnstitMig, 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the 
late  and  present  commissioners,  namely,  Dr.  B«  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Deane« 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Izard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee»  highly  pr(^udiG]al 
to  the  honor  and  interest  of  these  United  States. 

WEDNESDAY,  .tf/irif  21,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  5th  article  of  the  report  of  13,  on  fo- 
rei|n  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eliery,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry, 

Remdvedp  That  the  names  of  the  ministers  therein  referred  to  be  repeated, 
a&d  the  question  taken  on  each  individually. 

THURSDAY,  JpHl  2«,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treaaury  reported,  that,  according  to  the  order  of  tha 
hoQse,  they  have  had  the  reports  of  the  board  relative  to  finance  printed  for 
theaie  of  the  members ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  public  bu- 
siness cannot  be  conducted  under  the  present  arrangement  of  the  treasury, 
asd  that  it  is  necessary  the  reports  now  submitted  m  taken  into  considera- 
te^ IS  soon  as  possible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,   . 
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Besolvedf  That  Congress  pfroceed  in  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  thirteen  upon  foreign  affaire. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  5th  article  in  the  report  of  diir- 
teen  on  foreign  affairs,  and  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  first  qiiea- 
tiou  debated  was,  shall  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Prance,  be  recalled  ?  When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put*  tiie 
previous  <|uestion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


no  ^o 


no 


i>no 


MkryUmdj 


Ftrgifda, 


no  ^o 


N.'BampMre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mai9a?9tt»-Bayt  Mr.  S.  Aoanifl, 

Gerry, 

Loveil, 

Holten, 
Shode-Mmi    Mr.  EUeiy, 

Collins, 
CannecHeutf     Mr.  Spencer^ 
New-Ywh,        Mr.  Jay 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewis^ 
JVtpw^erteiff      Mr.  Fell, 

JPentughfuiiih  Mr*  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenfaeig, 
Wynkoop, 

So  the  previous  question  being  lost,  the  main  question  was  put ;  on  which 
the  yeas  and  iiays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smithy 

DelauHtre, 


N,'CaroUfUh 


S,'CaroUruh 


Mr.  M«Kean, 
Mr.  Plater 
Paca, 

Camiichael 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laarens^ 

Drayton, 


no 


no 


^no 


Mttrtfland, 


Ftrginia^ 


JV^-  ConSfMf 


S^'CaroHnOf 


ySi.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Carmichae^ 

Hemy, 
Mr.T.  Adam% 

Smith, 

R.  H*  L^e, 

Griffin, 

Nelson, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke^ 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


no  )4io 


N-'Hampskart^  Mr.  Whipple, 
Man^mt-Bay^  Mr.  8.  Aduns, 

Gerry, 

Holten, 
Mhod&'JkUffid,    Mr.  Ellery, 

.    Collins 
CormeGticutf      Mr.  Spencer, 
A^v-lViby        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Monis, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mw  Jeney,      Mr.  Fell, 
P^nmsfkHmid,   Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

FWDAY,  JlprU  23.  1779. 

Mr.  Dickinson,  a  delegate  for  Delaware,  attended,  and  took  his  scat^  in 
Congress. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Fell,  and  Mr.  Lanrens,  to 
whom  a  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Bermudas  was  referred,  report 
as  follows: 

"  That  they  have  examined  the  said  memorial,  and  conversed  with  captain 
Albouy.  the  bearer  thereof : 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bermuda  are  in 
deep  distress  for  want  of  provisions :  that  the  Virginia  and  Oalatea  ships  oC 
war  are  stationed  at  Bermuda :  that  it  is  garrisoned  by  British  soldiers ;  and 
-that  it  is  not  altogether  cerlain  that  any  provisions  capt.  Albouy  may  be  per- 
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mitted  to  export  will  go  to  the  relief  of  the  Bermudiaos ;  therefore  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  ^ 

"Att  8o  leng  w  Bermndfl  shall  continue  tod|||«arded  hj  British  ships  and 
ptnaoned  by  British  soldiers,  how  powerfullyloever  humanity  may  plead 
in  tbw  bdudf,  and  the  disposition  of  Congress  incline  them  to  reliere  the 
dntresses  of  Bermuda,  yet  sound  policy  and  the  duty  ihey  owe  to  their  con- 
stituents, will  ^constrain  them  to  refuse  a  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
memorialists." 

Ob  the  (question  to  asree  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  yeas  and  nays 
bein^  required  by  Mr.  Jay,  • 


1 


N.'OmpOdre^  Mr.  Whipple, 
MaaemU-Brnf^  Mr.  S.  Aduna, 

Gcpiy, 


»y  W 


Sthodi^uiBtnd^ 


LoveD, 
Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
Ifr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Dtume, 

G.  Monu, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mf^  AHnstrong*, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Uulilenberg-, 


Maryland^ 


S,'Car^Unay 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Pact, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adaina^ 

M.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laiirens, 

Drayton, 


Wynkoop» 
So  the  states  were  equally  divided. 
Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  memorial,  be  re-committed. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr,  Arm- 
stroog,  appointed  to  superintend  tlie  commissary's  and  quarter-master's  de- 
ptrtmente,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  letter  of  the  2^d,  from  general  Greene, 
quarter-master  general,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

B^solved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
employ,  lo  many  wagoners  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
upon  tile  best  terms  on  which  they  can  be  obtained,  provided  such  terms  are 
approved  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  moved  by  the  dele- 
gates of  Rhode-Island,  and  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Morris 
uid  Mr.  Duane,  viz.  *«upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other  wages  be  al- 
lowed to  the  said  men  by  the  said  state,  than  what  is  paid  to  other  the  con- 
biental  troops:" 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Whipple,  in 
we  following  words; 

"Provided,  that  the  said  state  shall  not  augment  the  pay  of  the  officers 
ind  soldiers  of  the  said  brigade,  beyond  the  pay  allowed  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  the  continental  army." 

On  the  question  to  adopt  the  substitute  in  lieu  of  the  amendment,  the  yeas 
4ttd  nayb  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris,  , 


Jf'Bimptkire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Hun^M»-B4^^Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Hohen, 
Mtdt-h^and,    Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
OtmeeHeuif      Mr.  Spencer, 
NtUhVork,         Mr.  Jay, 

Monis, 
Ptmiitfloaniof    Kr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Mohlenberg; 

Wynkoop 


ay  )*y 


Delaware^ 
Marykmdf 


Vtrginia^ 

N,-Caroknih 
S.'CaroHnai 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith,*  ' 

R.  9.  Leek 
Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


2tt 
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80  it  paMed  id  the  ncgsttoe. 

A  motion  was  made  by  JV^Morris,  geconded by  Mr.  Smith,  to  anepd  the 
aaneodmeDt,  by  insertiBf  aij^hitate/'  theae  worda,  '*  whether  by  the  name 
of  pajr,  waeea  or  aubaiateaee^^er  in  any  other  maoDer." 
•  Oa  which  the  yeas  and  naja  being  required  bj  Mr.  Morria, 


Delaware, 


If.'HBMipBkire,  Mr«  Whipple/ 

Lovelly 

Holteiiy 
Mhode-hland,    Mr.  EUety, 

CoUins, 
CotmectiaUf      Mr.  Spencer, 
J^ew'Tvrtf        Mr.  Jay* 

Morns, 
Penjuyhwua,  Mr.  Amutrong, 

Adee, 

Muhlenbeig, 

Wynkoop, 

80  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeaa  and  naya  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Morris, 


FirgirUa, 


Mr.  Dicldmon, 
Mr.  Platar, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

M.  Smith, 

ItlLLee, 
Ifr.  BurlEe^ 

Sharps 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton* 


no^ay 

no^ 

1103 
>no 

>  no 


no 
no 

no 
no 


Ddaujomj 
Maryland^ 

Firgima, 

N.'Caro^na, 
S.'CaroUnOf 


^,'Hainp8hire^  BAr.  Whipple, 
J^ftut'httU'JSay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 
JRhade^hland^    Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 
ConnecHatt^      Mr.  Spencer, 
^ev-York,         Mr.  Jay, 

Morris, 
Fenmybxoua,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

•  Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to  add 
**  and  provided  that  the  continental  battalions  of  the  said  state  be  firat< 
pleted." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


>lr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R.  H.  L«ec, 
l^fr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


^kW'Hfimpshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MaucfUti-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 


Holten, 

Mr.  £llery, 
Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Morris, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Munlcnbei^,  no 
Wynkoop,      no 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


EhodC'Idandt 

Connecticut^ 
NeuhYorky 

PamsyhamOf 


no  ^no 
no^ 
noCno 
no  3 

nof«^ 
no  )►♦ 

ay 
no  I 


no 


DehBUJon, 
Murylandf 


Ftrginiaf 


J\r,*CaroHfUh 


S,'Caniina, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Henr}-, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

South, 

S.  H.  Lee^ 
Bfr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laoreijs, 

Drayton, 


no  ^no 
no  v&j 

*y3 

no« 
ay>  no 
no) 

•o^no 

no  3 
no^ 

*y 


div. 


MONDAY,  April  26,  1779. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended,  and  took  his  seaL 
On  motion  of  Mr.  6.  Morria,  seconded  by  Mr.  Searle, 
Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  purchase  the  Yessei 
called  the  Jason,  lately  captured  and  carried  into  Boston. 

TUESDAY,  April  2r.  1779. 
Mr.  Sherman,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut^  attended,  and  delivered  a  re- 
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aolsttoB  of  the  eetieral  assemblj  of  that  sUte,  respecting  the  powers  of  their 
delegates,  wliidi  was  read  as  follows : 

«*  A.ta  mierfl  assemUjof  the  gofernor  and  compaaj  of  the  stale  of  Con- 
necticit*  Mtldeii  at  Hartford,  by  special  order  of  his  excelleiicj  the  governor, 
on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1779  :*  Keaolyed  bj  this  assembljr,  that  any  one  of 
the  delegates  of  this  state  in  Congress  be,  and  is  hereby  folly  authorized,  in 
the  absence  of  the  others,  to  represent  this  state,  until  the  articles  of  coi^ 
Metation  are  fully  ratified,  so  as  to  be  made  the  rule  of  proceeding  in  Con- 


A  trae  copy  of  record,  exaaained  by 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  ^Secretory."  . 

Mr.  Jenifer,  a  delegate  of  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

Tbe  board  of  treasury  having  reported,  that  an  additional  auditor  should 
be^appointed  for  the  army,  and  recommended  ciipt.  Joseph  Howell  to  that 


\  and  that  the  pay  of  the  several  auditors  of  the  army  be  increased  to 
csg^t  dollars  a  day : 

On  the  <|aestion,  Jlcsob^d,  That  an  additional  auditor  be  appointed  for 
the  army; 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  :  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  captain 
Joseph  Howell  was  elected. 

On  the  question  to  aeree,  that  the  pay  of  the  several  auditors  of  the  army 
be  increased  to  eight «dotlars  a  day,  the  yeas  and  nays  beings  required  by 
Mr.  Siaidi, 


NaD-BamfMre^  Mr.  Whipple, 
Maua*au-Bagt  Mr.  Geny, 

LoreU, 


Hhtdt-L^and^ 


M't^Tmk^ 


^^ntuykxidih 


HflOtei^ 
Mr.  CUery, 
Mr.  Shemutn, 
'  Spencer, 
Mr.  Jaf, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewu, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Amutrong, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 


ay  >ay 

ay^ 

ayV.ay 

noj 
no  ^-no 

*y|div. 
no> 

ay  >ay 
ay'^ 

»y 


ay  Vay 
Tg,  ay 


Maryland^ 


Firginuif 


N.-CwrcHna^ 


S.'CaroHnOt 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 
Camuchael, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  T.  Adams, 

Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

hharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


Muhlenberg, 
-  Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereas  many  accounts  of  expenditures  for  the  public  service  in  the  state 
of  New- York  remain  unsettled  : 

Bndved,  That  John  Welles,  Edward  Chinn,  and  Eleazer  Wales,  esqrs. 
the  coirfniissioners  of  accounts  for  the  northern  department,  be  continued  in 
their  present  office  so  long  as  the  board  of  treasury  shall  think  it  expedient, 
notwithstanding  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Welles  as  a  commissioner  of  the 
chamber  of  accounts ;  and  that  all  such  accounts  as  have  arisen  or  shall  arise 
widiin  the  said  department,  be  adjusted  by  thesaid  commissioners  of  accounts. 

On^ motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  se9onded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Raolved,  That  when  a  motion  is  madfe  to  bring  on  or  postpone  any  parti- 
cular business,  no  member  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  once. 

Resolvedt  That  4000  loan-office  certificates  of  1000  dollars  each,  of  the 
same  tenor  and  date  as  the  last  emission  of  such  certificates,  be  struck  and 
sent  to  ^e  several  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-office,  under  the 
direction  of  the  iKmrd  of  treasury ;  and  that  as  many  certificates  of  the  lower 
denominations  already  struck,  as  amount  to  4,000,000  of  dollars,  be  retained 
ia  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  loans  until  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  F.  Lewis  hare  leave  of  absence. 
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Remdved^  That  capt.  JoKd  Helm  be  appointed  one  of  the  signers  of  the  con- 
tinental bills  of  credit. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  report,  '<  that  information  has  been  given  to 
the  board  of  treasury,  that  Alexander  M'Kallister,  the  deputy-commissary  of 
the  hospital  at  the  Yellow-Springs^  has  made  a  practice  of  exchanging  the 
hospital  stores,  such  as  sugar»  molasses,  &c.  for  butter^  poultry,  and  em, 
&c.  for  his  own  and  the  doctor's  table ;  that  he  keeps  a  blooded  horse  in  l£e 
guard  house,  and  a  mare  and  colt ;  and  a  hostler  at  his  quarters  and  anotiier 
at  the  hospital;  that  he  entertains  all  people  who  come  to  the  hospital  with 
wine  and  toddy,  alleging  that  he  is  allowed  to  do  so  b;^  Congress  or  Dr. 
Shippen,  the  informant  is  not  certain  which;  that  those  circumstances  have 
gtyen  occasion  to  great  clamors  among  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighborhood  ; 
that  it  is  a  convalescent  hospital ;  that  they  have  repaired  the  farmers' honses 
in  die  neighborhood  for  their  own  conyenience  at  the  public  expense ;" 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  infornmtion  from  the  committee  on  the  treasury  rda* 
tiye  to  Alexander  M^Kallister,  be  referred  to  the  medical  committee ;  and 
that  they  take  such  measures  for  ascertaining  the  facts^  and  if  properly  sup- 
ported, for  bringing  him  to  a  trial,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient. 

WEDNESDAY,  JiprU  28,  1779. 

Mr.  William  Fleming,  a  delegate  from  Vifginia,  attended  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  J.  Reed,  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  read ;  Whereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

That  the  president  make  application  to  the  president  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylyania,  to  desire  that  he  will  specify  those  **  transactions  respecting  gen. 
Arnold,  which  are  likely  again  to  become  the  subject  of  discussions  between 
Congress  and  the  authority  of  the  state,"  alluded  to  in  his  letter  of  the  27th, 
as  information  receiyed  through  the  delates  of  that  state  ;  Congress  not 
beinj;  acquainted  with  any  sucn  transactions  on  their  part,  and  to  assnre  the 
president  that  Congress,  being  disposed  to  preserye  ttie  most  perfect  har- 
mony with  the  state  of  Pennsylyania,  wish  to  ayoid  eyery  transaction  likely 
to  become  the  subject  of  discuseion  with  the  state. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paca,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  that  the 
letter  from  Mr.  President  Reed  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  from  major-general  Arnold. 

On  the  motion  for  commitment, , the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Drayton, 

Petmsybxmia, 


HfoD-BampMre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Ma88a*atia'Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adjuna^ 

Gerry, 


ay^ay 


Bkodc-Mmd, 
Conneetieut, 


Neuh/eney, 


LoveU, 

Holten, 
Mr.  KUeiy, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 
.    Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay 

Scttdder, 

Fell, 


no 


Abylandt 


rtfgUUQt 


Mr.  Armstrongs     ay^ 
Atlee,  ay  I 

Searle,  ay  Vaty 

Muhlenbeig,   ay  [ 
Wynkoop,       ayj 

Mr.  Plater,  ay"^ 

Paca,  ay  I 

Cannichael,     ay  Vcy 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.T.Adams^ 
Smith, 
K.  H.  Lee, 
GriiBn, 


N.-QwoUna, 


\&^CaroBna, ' 


Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Dn^FtQDy 


•y  I 

ay  I 

»yj 

noi 

nov  no 

noi 


■r5 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bj  Mr,  Drayton^  seconded  by  Mr.  Griffin* 

TViat  the  committee  be  instructed  to  make  application  to  :the  president  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  desire  that  he  will  specify  those  "  transactions 
respectiag  gen*  Arnold,"  which  *'  are  likely  a|;ain  to  become  the  subject  of 
discassioos  between  Congress  and  the  authority  of  the  state,''  alluded  to  in 
the  president's  letter  of  the  27th,  as  information  received  through  the  dele- 
gates of  this  state.  Congress  not  being  acquainted  with  any  such  transaction^ 
on  Cbeir  part,  and  to  assure  the  president  that  Congress,  being  disposed  to 
preserve  the  most  perfect  harmonv  with  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  wish  to 
armd  erery  transaction  likely  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion  witli  the 
state.        *  ^ 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was  moved 
by  Mr.  IL  H.Ijee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman  ;  and  on  the  previous  question, 
de  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, . 


jy..J3wipiMre,  Ifr.  Whipple, 
Mautf&ttM-Ba^  Mr.  S.  Adorns 

Gerry, 

LoveU, 

Bohen, 
M^de^Mm^  Mr.  EUeiy, 

CoUint, 
Camuftieutf      Mr.  Shemiaii, 

Spenoer, 
Ntto-YaHt,        Mr.  Jay, 

DuMie, 

Morns, 

Lewis, 

J>rr9Jer$ey,     Mr.  Witherspooii,   ay 

.    Scudder, 

Fell, 


ay>ay 


Mar^landf 


IV. 


Pemujfhmnia,   Mr.  Armstrong', 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenbeig^i 
Wyiikopp, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichae], 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 
Mr.  T.  Adun% 
Smith, 

R.  H.  XiOQ^ 
«Qnffii|, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Qurke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  LaurenH^ 


firffimOf 


Diayton, 
8eit  wss  resolved  in  the  aCBrmative,  and  the  motion  set  aside. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Fesolvfd^  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  instruct  the 
continental  agent  at  Boston  to  obtain  a  division  of  the  prize  soods  lately  ta- 
ken by  the  snips  Warren,  Queen  of  France  &Qd  Ranger,  ana  to  retail  such 
put  as  belongs  to  the  United  States  for  the  disposition  of  the  said  committee. 

'    FRIDAY,  AprU  30, 1779. 

Tie  order  of  the  da^  being  read  for  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  afiairs ;  and  the  question  under  de- 
bate being  stated,  shall  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  United  States 
at  the  court  of  Madrid,  be  recalled  ? 

Mr.  Paca  arose,  and  informed  the  house,  that  he  had  important  information 
<m  the  subject  of  the  said  report,  which  he  would  communicate  agreeable  to 
the  order  of  the  house :  he.  then  proceeded  to  lay  on  the  table  a  paper  sign- 
ed by  himftelf  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Drayton^  containing  intelligence  respecting 
Arthur  Lee^  esq.  which  was  read. 

SATURDAt,  May  1,  \779. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Be$olvedf  That  the  reasonable  expenses  of  major-general  Heath's  table, 
dnrioe  his  separate  command  at  Boston,  be  discharged  by  the  public ;  and 
that  me  board  of  treasury  take  measures  for  liquidating  and  settling  those 
accounts. 
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MONDAY  May  S\*^779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs ;  and  the  question  under  debate  being  stated,  viz.  shall  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee  be  recalled : 

Mr.  Carmichael  arose*  and  informed  the  house,  <*  that  as  the  committee 
appointed  bj  Congress  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their  foreign  affairs,  have 
tnought  proper  to  refer  to  him  for  information  on  the  charges  reported  bj 
them  against  some  of  the  public  servants  abroad,  and  as  some  gentlemen 
have  expressed  a  desire  he  should  reduce  to  writing  the  information  he  gave 
the  house  in  his  place  when  those  charges  were  read,  he  was  induced  to  in- 
dulge their  wishes,  as  well  to  shew  more  explicitly  the  reasons  which  deter- 
mine his  voice  on  the  decision  of  a  question  on  which  he  thinks  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  Unhed  States  highly  depend ;"  he  then  proceeded  to  laj 
on  the  table  a  paper  signed  bj  him,  which,  with  sundry  papers  therein  refer- 
red to,  was  read. 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  be  recalled  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  SmiUi, 

^'^HampMrtt  Mr.  Whipple, 
Muatfttta^Bay,  Ur.  8.  Adams, 

Geny, 

LoveU 

Holten, 
Mode^Miand,    Mr.  EUeiy, 

CoUina, 


no 


no 


no 


Dekuoare, 
Maryland^ 


Vtrgrinia, 


N^'CanUnOf 


S^'CaroSnaf 


Bfr.  Dickinson, 

Vandyke, 
Mr.  Paca, 

CanDichacl, 

Heiuy, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Sniith,  %^ 

R.  H.  Lee,  excus. 

Grifllin,  a] 

Fleming',  u,y 

Mr.  Pena, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
l^fr.  Laurens^ 

Drayton, 


no 


OantwcUcm,      Mr.  Sherman 

Spencer, 
Mw'Tork,        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Motns^ 

Floyd, 
JV<rw-/«rMy,       Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Scudder, 

FeU, 
T^wyfaowMi,  M^.  Annstrong, 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 

Searie, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 

So  th#  states  were  equally  divided. 

TUESDAY,  May  4,  1779- 

A  letter  from  his  most  Christain  majesty,  undersigned  de  Vergennes,  was 
read,  informimr  Congress  of  the  birth  of  a  princess ;  Whereupon, 

Be$olvedf  That  the  president,  with  a  committee  consisting  of  a  member 
from  each  state,  wait  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  and  congra- 
tulate him  on  this  event.  , 

.  Con^^s  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  marine  committee  on  a 
memorial  of  captain  J.  Wynkoop  ;  and  thereupon, 

Kesolved,  That  the  memorialist  be  paid  60  dollars  per  month  during  the  time 
he  was  in  actual  gervice. 

Raolvedt  That  a  committee  for  Indian  affairs  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
five:  the  members  chosen, Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Burke, Mr. 
Laurens  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  moved  by  the  dele-  , 

fates  of  Rhode-Island,  respecting  the  raising  a  brigade  by  the  state  of  Rhode-  ^ 
sland,  and  the  amendment  as  amended  being  read,  viz.  ^'  that  Coneress  ap-  * 
prove  the  raisins  of  a  brigade  of  1500  men  by  the  state   of  Rhooe-Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  for  the  common  defence  of  that  and  the  United 
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States,  for  the  space  of  one  year,  to  be  entitled  to  continental  pay,  clothing 
and  subsistence,  and  a  bounty  not  exceeding  150  dollars  for  every  nonr-com- 
missioned  officer  and  toldier;  upon  condition  that  no  farther  or  other  wages 
be  aUowed  to  the  said  men  by  the  said  state  than  what  is  paid  to  other  con- 
tinental troops." 

Amotion  was  mad^  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Collins,  to  re-consi- 
der die  latter  part  of  the  amendment,  yiz.  '<  upon  condition,''  &c. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


:VViKpi9HUr«,  Mr.  Whipple, 
,^Uuf'9ita-Ba^  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Lovell, 
Holten, 
Biotk^&lani,    Mr.  EUeiy, 

Collins 


*y  W 


iDeiawaref 
Maryland^ 


Ur.  Sherman, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 

Mr.  WiUienpoon, 
Scudder, 
Pe/msyfvamOy   Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 


no 


A'.-Coro&'fin, 


S*»C4sroUna9 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Vandyke, 
Mr.  Pkter, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Grifiin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sliarpe, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Dra>'to]i, 


no 


no 


>no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  so  as  that  it  pa9S  into  a  reso- 
lution; the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


N.'HaMmpAirt^   Mr.  Whipple, 
ifiuM'sttr-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 


BhakMmd^ 


rV<r9.r«H^, 


Holten, 
Mr.  EUcry, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Snerman, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane^ 

Morris, 

Floyd. 
Mr.  Withenpoon,   ay 

Scudder, 

Fell, 
Pmm^fmnur,  Mr.  Aimstrong, 
♦  *  Atlee, 

Searie, 

Wynkoop, 


■WRHWTSCy, 


ay? 

ayS-ay 
ay  3 

no"J 
ayj 


ay^ 
ay  J.  ay 

no  J 


no") 
no  I 
no  r 
ayJ 


no 


Martfland^ 
^,'CaroHna, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

-  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Pkter, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpen 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Draytoo^ 


i} 


no 

no 

no 

no^ 

no^ 

novno 

noj 

no^ 

ay  Cay 

ay3 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affinnatiye. 

WEDNESDAY  May  5, 1779. 

Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Vandyke,  two  of  the  delegates  of  the^  state  of 
Delaware,  pursuant  to  the  powers  and  instructions  to  them  given,  signed  the 
articles  of  confederation  in  behalf  of  the  said  state. 
The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  IVhereupon, 
Resolved,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States^ 
be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  on  the  faith  of 
the  United  States:  that  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the 
same  tenor  and  date  as  the  emission  directed  on  the  first  of  April  last, 
and  be  numbered  from  the  last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively, 
and  consist  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 
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4SAS5  bilk  of  60  doUan  each,  2,727;300 

45yi55  do.       50             .  2,272,750 

45,455  do.       40             -  1,818,200 

45,455  do.       30             -  1,363,650 

45,455  do.       20             -  909,100 


45,455  bills  of  8  doUan  each, 
45,455  do.      7 
45,455  do.       5 


363,640 
318,185 
227,275 


Sio,ooo,ioo 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from 
Jonathan  Trumbull^  jon.  administrator  of  the  late  commiasary -general  Joseph 
Trumbull,  respecting  the  manner  of  settling  the  said  accounts,  report, 

^That  during  the  lifetime  of  the  said  commissar j^general  Trumbnll,  the 
commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  middle  department  of  accounts  had  or* 
ders  from  the  board  of  treasury  to  settle  all  the  accounts  of  the  said  late 
commissary : 

That  it  was  represented  by  the  commissioners  that  the  said  accounts  were 
not  collected  and  ready  for  settlement : 

That  the  commissary -general's  death  put  an  end  to  the  prospect  of  such  set* 
tlement,  and  the  said  commissioners  of  accounts  have  been  directed  to  re- 
pair to  the  board  of  treasury : 

That  there  has  been  no  want  of  care  or  attention  in  the  board  of  treasury 
to  get  the  said  accounts  settled,  as  appears  by  an  oflBcial  report  of  the  com- 
missioners of  accounts  for  the  middle  department  of  accounts,  a  copj  of 
which  is  annexed : 

That  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  under  the  present  circamstances 
it  will'be  advisable  to  grant  full  power  to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  to  settle 
and  adjqst,  at  the  public  expense,  all  the  accounts'of  the  severaldeputy  com- 
missaries and  purchasers  employed  by  or  under  the  late  commissary  Trum- 
bull :"  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  accounts  of  the  deputy  purchasing  and  issuing  commissaries, 
under  the  late  commissary -general  Joseph  Trumbull,  deceased,  were  unset- 
tled at  the  time  of  hrs  death,  and  still  remain  to  be  adjusts,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary diat  those  accounts  should  be  closed  without  delay : 

Me9olved,T\\VLt  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  settle  and  adjust  the  said  accounts,  under  the 
direction  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Jay, 


N.'HampAin^  Mr.  Wlupple, 
i£Maa'atf»-Aiy,Mr.  S.  Aaam% 

LoYcll, 

Hoken, 
Ehodt-KUmd^  ytt.  Collins, 
CcrmeeHcuti      Ht,  Shertnan, 

Spencer, 
Ifew-Tork,        Iff.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Flovd, 
^tkufJeney^      Mr.  Withenpoon,    ay  7 

Scudder,  ay  >  ^ 

Fentuybwiia,  Mr.  Annstrong,       no  i 

Muhlenbeig;     ay  v  ay 

Wynkoop,        ay ) 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Jonathan  Trumbull  be  allowed  a  clerk  to  assist 
him,  and  be  paid  his  expenses  and  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  time 
and  trouble,  to  be  adjusted  when  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  services  can 
be  ascertained.  * 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  beins  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


MaryUrndf 

« 

N.'CaroUmi, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Vandyke, 
Mr.  Water, 

Carmichael, 

Hcny, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee,' 

Fleming*, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


4   • 


tf.'Han^hire,  Mr.  Whipple* 
MoM^ttU-Bay^  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Love]], 

Holten, 

Bhodb-IOand^    Mr.  Collins, 


Cannedteuif      Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 

NeuhTtrk,        lifr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Floyd, 
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Hk^Jme^t       Bir.  Withenpoon,  ^7^- 

Scudder,  ay5  ^ 

PotfuyteniVH  Mr.  Armstrong',  noi 

Muhlenbergy  ay>  ay 

Wynkoop,  ay) 

Mr.  Dickiiiion,  ay  >  .  ^ 

Vandyke,  ay  S  ' 

Mr.  Plater,  a 

Carmicliael,  a 


iUiv9<aii4 


nygM4» 


Mr.  M.  Smith, 
R.H.Lee, 
Fleming*, 

^Ir.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


ayUy 
"*^]no 


np 


*y?div. 
no  5 


Henry, 
Jenifer, 

So  it  was  resolyed  in  the  affirmatiTe*. 

Baalved,  That  the  said  Jonathan  Trumbull  sha)!  take  an  oath  for  the  faith- 
fiil  execution  of  this  duty,  to  be  administered  bj  the  board  of  treasury : 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  whom  it 
may  concern,  to  enact  proper  laws  for  facilitatinfl;  the  settlement  of  the  said 
accottBts,  and  compellin|s  accountants  and  defaulters  within  their  respective 
jfuisdiction  \p  settle  their  accounts  and  do  justice  to  the  public. 

FRIDAY,  May  7, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th  of  April,  from  W.  Green,  governor  of  Rhode-Island, 
was  read ;  Whereupon, 

JiesoMl,  I1iat  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  that  he  take  such  order  thereon  as  the  necessities  of  the  state  of 
Rhode-Island  may  reouire  and  the  good  of  the  service  admit 

Uuolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the' 
states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bav  and  Connecticut,  to  furnish 
and  keep  up  constantly  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta* 
tions,  their  several  quotas  of  troops  as  atijusted  by  the  resolution  of  a  com- 
mittee from  the  said  states  and  the  state  of  New- York,  which  met  at  Spring-^ 
field,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  the  SOth  day  of  Julj,  1777. 

A  letter  from  William  Adams,  surgeon  of  the  Pennsylvania  artillery,  was 
read,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of 
health: 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Laurens,  to  whom  the  memorial  of  divers  in- 
habitants of  the  islands  of  Bermudas,  dated  the  28th  of  March,  1779,  was 
re-committed ;  wherein  they  represent,  **  that  from  a  re-consideration  of  the 
deplorable  circumstances  of  those  unhappy  persons,  who  are  deprived,  as  it 
hath  been  represented  to  your  committee,  of  the  means  of  supplying  them- 
selves with  bread,  which  are  allowed  to  other  inhabitants  who  openly  profess 
their  attachment  to  the  enemies  of  these  states,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  states  of  rennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Vii^nia  and  North-Carolina,  respectively  to  permit 
1000  bttshels  of  Indian  com  to  be  exported  fram  each  of  the  said  states  for 
the  relief  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  those  islands :'' 

To  which  a  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
in  the  following  words ; 

That  the  memorialists  be  informed,  that  Congress  deem  it  highly  inexpe- 
dient to  grant  die  prayer  of  their  memorial. 

On  tiie  question  for  adopting  the  substitute,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Jay, 


X-Om^mfmre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mumfttu-Bt^f  Hr.  S.  Adams, 

Lovell, 
Hoken, 
Mhod^Idand,    Mr.Elkiy, 

^olfin.% 


ay>«y 


CoimtcUeui,      Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 

NeuhYprk,        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
G.  Morris, 
*  Vlovd, 


ncr\ 
ayj 


^0 
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Delaware, 
MaryUmtk 


Firgutia, 


N^'CanMna^ 
8.'CaroUi\af 


Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming', 
Mr.  Burke, 

Shaipe, 
Mr.  LMireiu, 

Drayton, 


»yi 


JVfewJferwy,      Mr.  Withcrspoon,    ay?^:- 

Fell,  noS"*^- 

PAnuy^iMMMiy  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Searle, 

Muhlenbei^g, 

Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater 

Carmichael 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 

So  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

On  the  question  to  aKcee  to  the  substitute  so  as  that  it  pass  into  a  resolu- 
tion; resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedt  That  the  claims  of  coi.  Johnson,  for  purchasing  arms  and  cloth- 
ing, ought  to  be  settled  agreeable,  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  4tb  of 
Septeml>er  last,  and  if  no  allowance  has  been  made  in  the  adjustment  of  his 
account  with  the  auditors  of  the  main  army  foi  expenses  on  business  not  in- 
cidental to  his  office,  that  they  be  directed  to  ascertain  the  time  in  which  he 
was  so  employed,  and  make  him  an  allowance  accordingly :  that  no  charges 
for  expenses  and  services  in  recruiting  his  regiment  other  than  what  are  au- 
thorized by  resolutions  of  Congress,  nor  the  difference  in  value  between  gold 
advanced  in  the  year  1776  and  bills  of  credit  received  for  the  same  in  the 
year  1778,  as  set  forth  in  his  petition  to  the  honorable  the  council  of  Penn- 
sylvania, can  be  admitted  or  allowed. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  speedy  supply  of  the  money  for  exchanging  the 
emissions  of  May  20,  1777 j  and  Apnl  11,  1778,  bills  of  70  and  80  d<3lars 
be  struck  in  lieu  of  the  denominations  of  7  and  8  dollars,  ordered  by  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  January  1779 :  that  for  this  purpose,  instead 
of  116,£80  buls  of  the  denominations  of  20,  8, 7,  5,4, 3, 2, 1,  respectively, 
there  shall  be  emitted,  31,427  bills,  each  of  tiie  denominations  of  80,  70, 20. 
5»  4>  3f  2,  1,  which  will  reduce  the  sum  ordered  to  be  struck  by  the  resolu- 
tion aforesaid  five  dollars : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Jay, 

Delaware, 


Ikw-Bampthiref  Mr.  Whipple^ 
Maue^fttt-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holten^ 


Bh^de-Aland, 
CmmecUeut, 

^ew-York, 


PmnM^kama, 


Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Shennan, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Floyd, 


ay  >ay 
ay  >*y 


no 
no 


no^ 
ay  Cay 
ay3 

Mr.Witherspoon,  ay> 
FeU,  ay  5  ^ 

rong,     ayS 

-n.  ay  Ly 
nberg,  ay  r^ 
oop,       ayj 


Maryland^ 


Vtrg^nM^ 


N»' Carolina, 
S.' Carolina^ 


Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael, 

Heniy, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Burke, 

hharpe, 
M^.  Laurens, 

Dimytoi^ 


Mr.  Amstrong,     ay~ 
Shippen, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  commissioners  report. 

That  they  have  examined  the  account  of  major-general  Howe,  for  his  tra- 
velling expenses,  with  that  of  his  suite,  from  Charleston,  South-Carolina, 
to  Philadelphia,  and  find  it  amounts  to  6063  60-90  dollars,  and  that  he  has 
received  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  deputy  pay-master  general  in  Virginia,  1000 
dollars,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  506S  60-90  dollars,  due  to  the  said  major-  , 
general  Howe. 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Burke  and 
Mr.  liaartns,  io  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  lieutenant-goTerDor  of 
SoQth'-Caroliiia  t 

Beaeivedj  That  the  recruits  lately  raised  and  raising  in  Virginia,  to  com- 
plete the  said  state's  quota  of  troops  for  the  continental  armj,  be  ordered 
with  all  possible  expedition  to  join  the  southern  army  in  Sooth-Carolina : 

That  colonel  Bland's  regiment  of  lieht  dragoons  be  ordered  to  join  the 
southern  arm j  as  expeditiously  as  possible : 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  col.  Baylor's  regiment  of  lieht  dragoons^ 
be  directed  to  order  as  many  of  the  dismounted  men  of  the  said  regiment  a» 
col.  Bland  has  spare  horses  for,  to  join  col.  Bland  without  delay : 

That  the  oaia  compaandin^  officer  be  directed  to  detach  all  the  mounted 
and  equipped  men  of  the  said  reeiment,  under  officers  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  men,  to  join  col.  Bland's  raiment,  and  proceed  therewith  to  re- 
inforce the  southern  army : 

That  the  president  wnte  a  letter  to  the  (joTemor  of  Virginia,  requesting, 
in  the  name  of  Congress,  that  the  new  levies  in  Virginia  may  be  furnished 
with  the  clothes  promised  them  by  law,  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  if  this 
cannot  be  immeoiately  done,  that  the  state  use  its  influence  to  induce  the 
men  to  proceed,  with  satisfactory  assurances  that  the  clothing  shall  follow 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Resohea,  That  the  state  of  North-Carolina  be  earnestly  requested  to 
comolete  its  quota  of  troops  in  the  most  expeditious  mode ;  and  that  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  continental  regiments  raised  in  that  state,  be  em« 
ployed  in  the  southern  army. 

MONDAY,  May  10,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  een.  Washington^  was  read,  enclosing  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  gen.  Scnuyler,  with  an  account  of  col.  Van  Schaick's 
expedition  against  Onondaea ;  iilso  a  report  by  colonels  Davies  and  Harrison 
of  their  conferences  with  &e  British  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  a  car- 
tel for  the  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners : 

Jfesolvedt  That  the  thanks  or  Congress  be  presented  to  col.  Van  Schaick, 
and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  activity  and  good 
coodoct  in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Onondagas. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  approve  of  the  conduct  of  colonels  Davies  and 
Harrison,  in  the  course  of  their  conferences  with  the  British  commissioners 
on  the  subject  of  a  cartel  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  colonels  Davies  and  Harrison  to  the  com- 
Bumder  in  chief,  of  their  conferences  aforesaid,  be  published. 

Beaolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  report  be  transmitted  to  the  American 
prisoners  with  the  enemy ;  and  that  it  be,  and  hereby  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  them  to  persevere  in  enduring  their  captivity  with  the  magnani- 
mity and  patience  by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  distinguished,  and  that 
they  be  assured  of  the  constant  endeavors  of  Congress  to  render  their  situa- 
tion as  convenient  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  W.  Livingston,  eovernor  of  New-Jersey,  was 
read,  enclosing  a  representation  of  the  legislative  council  and  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  New- Jersey : 

Remved,  That  the  president  inform  the  governor  of  New-Jerse]r»  that  as 
soon  as  Congress  shall  have  concluded  their  deliberations  on  certain  affairs 
of  great  moment  now  before  them,  the  circumstances  of  the  army  shall  be 
duly  considered,  and  due  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  subject  matter  of 
his  letter  and  the  paper  therein  enclosed. 

Ordered^  That  the  representation  of  the  legislative  council  and  general 
assembly  of  the  state  of  New- Jersey  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 
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Ordered,  That  a  copj  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted  to  the  commaDder 
in  chiefj  and  that  he  consider  himself  at  liberty  so  to  direct  the  military  ope- 
rations of  these  states  as  shall  appear  to  him  most  expedient. 

TUESDAY,  May  U,  1779. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  du  Portail,  was  read :  Whereapon, 
Congress  taking  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war^  rela- 
tive to  the  corps  of  sappers  and  miners, 

jResolved,  That  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  engineers  and  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  companies  of  sappers  and  miners,  shall  be  the  same 
vvith  those  of  officers  of  the  like  ranks  and  of  the  men  in  the  artillery  of  these 
states  : 

That  brigadier-general  da  Portail  be  appointed  commandant  of  the  corps 
of  engineers  and  companies  of  sappers  ana  miners. 

Congress  taking  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  relatiye  to 
the  deputy  commissaries  of  issues,  and  a  report  relative  to  the  officers  in  the 
department  of  the  quarter-master  general : 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  200  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  to  the  deputy 
eomroissary -general  of  issues,  to  commence  from  the  1st  day  of  January  last  x 
That  the  assistant  commissaries  of  issues  at  every  masazine,  post,  or  bri- 
gade of  the  army,  be  allowed  90  dollars  per  month,  and  the  clerks  of  the 
commissary -general,  and  deputy  commissary-general  of  issues^  the  sum  of 
30  dollars  per  month : 

That  the  clerks  of  the  brigade  commissaries,  and  those  at  posts  and  ma* 
g«7/ines,  be  allowed  ^0  dollars  per  month ;  but  no  such  clerk  to  be  em^oy- 
ed  where  the  daily  issues  do  not  equal  400  rations : 

Tliat  a  clerk  of  the  scales  be  allowed  55  dollars  per  month : 
That  every  deputy  commissary-general  of  issues  be  entitled  to  forsge  for 
two  horses : 

That  every  brigade  commissary  be  entitled  to  forage  for  one  horse ;  and 
whensoever  tne  duty  of  the  department  requires  the  commissaries  at  posts 
and  magazines  to  travel,  the  quarter-master  at  the  post  shall  furnish  a  horse 
for  the  occasion : 

When  the  deputy  of  an  assistant  commissair  absolutely  requires  that  he 
should  travel,  he  shall  be  allowed  three  dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  so  ne* 
cessarily  travel,  for  and  towards  his  expenses  on  thejoumey : 
^  That  the  deputy  commissaries-general  of  issues  shall  once  in  six  moothe 
Tisit  all  the  magazines,  posts  and  issuing  stores  in  their  respective  districts^ 
to  examine  the  state  of  the  provisions  and  stores,  and  see  that  their  assist- 
ants ai*e  punctual  in  the  dischi^ree  of  their  duty;  and  they  shall  be  laU 
lowed  three  dollars  per  day  for  tnw  travelling  expenses  in  making  sech 
circuits : 

That  an  accurate  list  of  all  the  commissaries  of  issues  be  made  out  once  ia 
every  three  months  and  lodged  with  the  board  of  war ;  .and  every  audi  com- 
missary who  shall  have  been  in  the  department  for  one  year,  previous  to 
this  date,  and  now  continues  therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  out  of  the  clo- 
thier-general's store  one  suit  of  clothes  for  himself  and  one  suit  for  his 
clerk,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  that  officers  in  the  line  are  charf^  for 
the  same :  and  that  they  continue  annually  to  do  the  same  until  Coogreas 
shall  order  otherwise. 

-  Resolved,  That  all  deputy  quarter-masters  general  who  transact  business 
tf  pon  commissions,  shall  not  be  entitled  either  to  pay  or  rations ;  but  where 
they  act  without  receiving  such  commissions,  whether  stationed  at  a  post 
pr  with  the  army,  they  sh^l  be  allowed  200  dollars  per  month,  two  rations 
per  day,  and  40  dollars  per  month  subsistence : 

That  the  pay  of  an  assistant  quarter-master  be  140  dollars  per  month,  and 
the  usual  rations  and  subsistence : 
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TbAl  the  fNiy  of  a  deputy  wagpnfiDaaler  geoenil  be  100  doiUrs  per  monilif 
tod  one  ration  per  daj,  and  20  dollatfi  per  month  subsistence ;  and  that  a 
wttoe-ameter  be  allowed  80  dollars  per  month»  ooe  ration  per  day,  and  10 
doUars  per  month  subsistence : 

That  a  depu^  commissarj-general  of  forage  attending  the  naia  army,  or 
attached  to  an  army  in  a  separate  department^  be  allowed  the  same  pay  and 
rations  as  a  deputy  quarter-master  general  acting  without  commissions  r 

That  the  i^asistant  commissaries  of  forage  either  attending  the  army  le 
eolkct  forage  on  a  march,  or  those  employed  in  purchasing  under  the  prin- 
ci|tti  purchaeera  in  districts,  shall  have  the  same  allowance  as  tbe  asantant 
deputy  quarter-Biasters-general :  and  tbe  forage-masters  who  attend  th(^ 
receipt  and  issues  of  forage  at  posts  or  magazines,  and  one  with  each  brigade 
of  the  army,  be  allowed  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  wagon-masters: 

That  all  ataflT-officers  who  serve  with  tbe  army  Aa\[  be  allowed  clothing 
on  the  same  conditions  as  ofilcers  in  the  line,  provided  they  engage  for  a 
year  or  longer. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Pace,  and  Mr,  Henry,  ap- 
pointed te  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  and  to  report 
whether  an  additional  brigadier  is  wantina  for  the  troops  of  that  state,  and 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mr.  President  Reed  to  the  delegates  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  laid  before  Consress  the  dGth  of  Janv* 
ary  last,  brought  in  a  report,  and  the  same  being  read : 

RewUved,  That  an  additional  brigadier  be  appointed  for  the  Pennsylva* 
nia  troops,  and  that  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  tne  i^ppointment 

Colonel  W.  Irwine  was  nominated  by  the  committee. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jtfay  12,  irfO. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Rttudvtdj  That  the  resignation  of  lieuteaaiit  yallance  and  ensign  Brash, 
of  coloner  Warner's  regiment,  be  accepted. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  brigadier  for  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  tbe  ballots  being  taken,  Colonel  William  Irwine  was  elected. 

THURSDAY,  May  13, 1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  September  the  22d,  1778,  from 
Messrs.  Franklin,  Lee  and  Adams,  late  commissioners  of  the  United  States* 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  memorial  from  Jonathan  Loring  Austin,  be 
transmitted  to  the  honourable  council  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  who 
are  requested  to  make  a  proper  allowance  to  Mr.  Austin,  for  his  time  and 
expettbes  in  carrying  ia.  France  tbe  account  of  the  surrender  of  ^neral  Bur« 
guoyne's  army  at  Saratoga,  and  to  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  with  information  of  the  mode  in  which  they  desire  a  reimburse- 
ment of  the  said  allowance. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  Mens,  Compty* 
report, 

**  That  Mens.  Coropty's  authority  from  the  marquis  de  Britigny,  is  to  in- 

list  for  such  a  space  of  time  as  the  French  volunteers  shall  be  kept  up  and  no 

longer,  any  number  of  effective  Frenchmen :  that  it  appears  the  coqis  to  be 

commanded  by  the  marquis  is  merely  temporary :  that  the  expense  of  inlist- 

ing,  equipping,  and  supporting  the  small  number  of  Frenchmen  that  can  be 

obtained  here,  and  y4m  must  be  sent  to  a  considerable  distance,  will  be 

great:  that  if  the  n^n  should  be  inlisted  for  a  length  of  time.  Congress  ipay 

be  embarrassed  afl^r  the  dissolution  of  the  temporary  corps,  which  may  hap* 

pen  on  or  before  th^  arrival  of  the  inlisted  men  at  Carolinai  either  with 
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plications  for  increMing  the  small  Duoibor  of  inlistad  men  to  a  regiment^  or 
in  what  manner  to  dispose  of  them :  Whereupon, 

Betoived,  That  considering  the  circnmstances  and  distant  sttnatioii  of  the 
corps*  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply  with  Mons.  Compty's  request* 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  captain  John  Bap- 
tist Allen,  report, 

<<  That  they  have  carefitlly  examined  the  same,  together  with  die  papers 
therein  referred  to,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  the  petition  of  John  ftaptist 
Allen,  who  being  a  captain  in  col.  J.  Livingston's  regiment,  was  casluerel 
by  sentence  of  a  general  conrt-martial,  and  now  prays  to  be  reinstated  in  his 

£»st,  be  dismissed,  as  there  are  no  sufficient  reasons  for  the  interference  of 
ongress  in  the  case: 

Besohed,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  reports 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
.    Besolvfdf  That  Hampton  Round  and  Cornelius  Comyges  be  appmnted 
signers  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States. 

The  board  of  war  report, 

"  That  they  have  taken  into  consideration  the  reference  from  Congress 
relative  to  a  promotion  of  brigadier  Moultrie,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
wonld  be  inexpedient  to  promote  brigadier  Moultrie,  unless  a  more  general 
promotion  took  place,  as  some  other  states  think  themselves  entttira  to  a 
promotion  of  their  general  officers ;  but  as  it  may  excite  uneasiness  and  diffi- 
^cnlties  unless  a  continental  officer  commands  the  army  in  the  southern  dis- 
trict, it  will  be  best  to  make  a  special  appointment  of  brigadier  Monltrie,  to 
be  commandant  of  the  southern  army ;''  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  brigadier-general  Moultrie  be  commander,  in  the  absence 
of  major-general  Lincoln,  ofthe  southern  army,  during  its  continuance  to  the 
southward  of  North-Carolina*  with  the  allowance  of  major-general  <«  a 
separate  command,  until  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  Jd^ay  14, 1779. 

After  reading  the  journal,  Mr.  M.  Smith  arose,  and  in  his  place  informed 
the  house,  that  he  saw  printed  in  a  newspaper,  entitled  Royal  Gazette,  pub- 
lished in  New-York  by  James  Rivingston,  a  letter  written  by  Henry  Lau- 
rens, and  directed  to  gov.  Houston,  of  Georgia,  which  contained  matter 
derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Congress,  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  United 
States,  and  tending  to  destroy  that  confioence  which  die  states  should  repose 
in  this  body  ;  and  therefore  he  moved  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  that  the  said 
letter  be  read,  and  that  Mr.  Laurens  be  called  on  to  declare  whether  he 
wrote  that  letter: 

Objections  were  made  to  the  said  motion,  as  out  of  order,  being  contrary 
to  the  order  of  yesterday,  **  that  after  readins  the  ioomal  this  morning,  the 
report  on  finance  should  be  considered ;"  but  Mr.  Smith  insisting  on  his 
motion  as  a  matter  of  privilege,  the  debate  was  proceeding  on  the  question  of 
order,  when  intelligence  was  communicated  to  the  house  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

"  Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  excellency  Thomas  Johnson,  esq.  dated  Annapolu^  12th  of 

May,  1779,  to  colonel  Henry  Hollingswortli. 

**  Sir  :  Last  night  capt.  Hanson,  with  whom  capt.  Plunket  was  going  as  a 
supercargo,  put  back  to  this  place ;  they  inform  they  saw  a  frigate,  a  brig  of 
about  14  or  16  suns,  a  small  armed  vessel  or  two,  and  two  prizes  in  the  My. 
Hanson  narrowly  escaped  being  taken :  capt  Jack  Nicholson  was  drove  on 
shore  on  or  near  Gwin's  Islanci.  Yesterday  near  the  mouth  of  Patuzent  they 
met  with  one  Mr.  Robinson  in  a  boat  from  Choptank  bound  down  the  bay. 
Robinson  told  them  that  on  Monday  morning  ne  spoke  a  schooner  in  the 
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movth  of  Pnankatank  boiiDd  to  sea,  and  chased  in  bjr  a  fleet  of  between  20 
and  SO  sail,  among  them  several  large  ships :  that  she  made  this  fleet  off  the 
Hene-skioe  on  Satarday  mornings  but  it  being  hazj»  they  could  not  make  out 
the  exact  number :  that  there  were  soTeral  sloops  and  schooners  amongst 
them:  we  bave  ret  heard  nothing  farther.    1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J0HN80N.» 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  that  the  consideration  of  tiie  question  of  order  be  postponed^  until 
order  be  taken  on  the  intelligence  aforesaid. 

On  this  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smithy 


ay>ay 


fiMe-^tand; 


NeuhJeney^ 


Morylondf 


VitfpnkL, 


M'CaroUnOf 


^-Corobfiq, 


Hr.  Plater, 

Paca, 

Camqichse], 

Hemy, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

S.H.Lee, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurena^ 


ay 


N^Bampthire^  Mr.  Whipple, 
AfaMo'jcfe-Bay,  Mr.  8.  Adams, 

Geciy, 

Love]], 

Holten, 
Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Shennan, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
fjfbamOf   Mr.  Annstrong, 

Shippen, 

Atlee^ 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aCBrmative. 

The  intelligence  being  again  read, 

JUsolved,  That  the  said  intelligence  be  committed  to  the  board  of  war, 
and  ^at  they  be  directed  to  take  measures  to  prevent  any  stores  from  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  should  the  fleet  in  the  said  intelligence 
mentioned,  attempt  a  descent  any  where  in  the  bay  of  Chesapeake  or  the 
rivers  that  empty  therein :  and  that  c6pies  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  the  president  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  governor 
of  Delaware. 

^  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question  under  debate,  and  a 
division  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Duane, 

On  the  question,  is  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  for  reading  the  letter  referred 
to  in  his  information,  in  order  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


N^Otmipaltire,   Mr.  Whipple, 
Magte^ttu-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adami, 

Geriy, 
.  LoveJl. 
Holten, 
Rhtde-Idimd,    Mr.  Elleiy, 
Cumedicuif      Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Quane^ 
Floyd, 
JfeuhJknt^,       Mr.  Scudder, 

FeU,  n 

Pepna/yhamOf  Ifr.  Annstrong,      n 

Shippen,  n 

Atlee,  a 

Searle,  n 

MiiMenbeig,    n 
Wynkoop,        a 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


no 


DO 


MaryUondf 


VirgMUk 


N^-CcgnUnOf 


S.'CaroUna, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Cannichacl» 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Lee, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laureni, 

Drayton, 
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On  the  question,  is  that  part  of  Mr.  Smith's  motion,  '*ibat  Mr.  Laurens 
be  called  on  to  declare  whether  he  wrote  that  letter»"  in  order  ? 

The  -yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurent:  it  pasaed  in  the  ne- 
gatives every  menber  present  answering  no. 

SATURDAY,  May  15,  1779. 

After  reading  the  journal,  Mr.  Laurens  arose,  and  with  the  leave  of  the 
houpe  read  in  his  place  a  paper  which  he  delivered  in,  and  which  being  read 
at  the  table,  was  ordered  to  be  entereil  on  the  Journal,  and  is  as  follows : 

**  Mr.  President,  the  motion  which  was  made  yesterday  by  one  of  the  ho- 
norable delegates  from  Virginia,  for  reading  a  presumed  copy  of  a  letter  said 
to  have  been  written  by  me,  and  printed  in  the  garrison  of  the  enern^  an 
New- York  island,  and  U)r  calling  upon  me  to  declare  whether  I  had  wntten 
such  a  letter,  appeared  to  me  to  be  irregular,  unprecedented,  and  full  of  dan* 
gerotts  consecjuences,  deroeatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and 
alarming  to  the  free  and  inuependent  citizens  of  these  United  States :  thence 
arose  those  cautions  and  admonitions  which  a  sensq  of  duty  prompted  me  to 
offer  to  the  house  while  the  subject  was  under  debate,  and  l  rejoice  in  that 
wisdom  which  was  dinpliayed  by  the  house  in  overruling  the  attempt. 

Sir,  had  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion  called  on  me,  ana  m  proper 
terms  enquired  whether  the  printed  letter  was  a  copy  of  an  original  address 
frma  me  to  governor  Houston,  I  would  have  given  him  all  the  satisfaction 
that  could  have  been  desired  by  any  man  of  true  honor. 

And  now,  sir,  as,  if  I  have  been  guilty  of  aught  criminal,  or  have  inad- 
vertently expressed  any  thing  amiss  in  my  correspondence  as  a  private  ci- 
tizen with  Mr.  Houston,  I  would  rather  receive  a  censure  or  a  reproof  from 
Congress  than  be  charged  with  a  want  of  candour,  or  commit  my  conduct  to 
the  whispers  of  malice.  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  Congress  that  I  did, 
on  the  S7th  of  Ausust  last,  write  a  private  letter  togovei^nor  Houston. 

If  the  house  shaU  judge  it  proper  to  determine  by  a  vote  that  they  may  of 
right  demand  a  copy  of  that  private  letter,  and  shall  in  conseijuence  of  such 
vote  call  on  me,  or  if  Congress  shall  be  pleased  by  a  vote  to  direct  their  pre- 
sident in  writing  to  request  me  to  lay  before  them  a  copy  of  that  letter,  i 
willy  in  either  case,  produce  a  genuine  and  true  copy,  reserving  to  myself  in 
the  mean  time  the  privilege  of  voting,  as  I  certainly  should  vote  if  I  were  not 
a  party  concerned. 

I  confide  in  the  candor  of  the  house  to  order  this  address  to  be  entered  on 
the  journal,  and  if  the  house  shall  be  pleased  to  call  for,  or  request  a  copy  of 
my  letter,  I  shall  expect  that  will  also  be  entered  on  the  journal.    May  loth, 

1779/* 

On  the  q|uestion  for  entering  the  above  on  the  journal,  the  yeas  and  nays 
beinff  required  by  Mr.  Laurens,  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflkmative ;  every 
member  present  answering  ay. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peiin, 

That  the  sense  of  the  house  be  expressed,  whether  the  motion  he  made 
yesterday  was  an  attempt  irregular,  unprecedented,  and  full  of  dangerous 
consequences,  deri^atory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and  alarm- 
ing to  the  free  and  independent  citizens  of  these  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Griffin,  as  a  substi- 
tute to  the  forqj;oing,  in  the  words  following: 

''That,  by  the  vote  for  entering  oa  the  journal  Ae  paper  delivered  in  by 
Mr.  Laurens,  Congress  did  not  mean  to  nve  any  opinion  oa  the  snggcstion 
therein  contained,  that  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Srfiith  was  unprecedented 
and  full  of  dangerous  consequences,  der<^atory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
Congress,  and  alarming  to  the  free  and  independent  citizens  of  these  Untte<l 
States. 

On  the  question,  shall  this  be  received  as  a  SMbstitnte  i 
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The  yeas  and  Bays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Laurens, 


l!f.'Bm9fthin,  Mr.  Whi 
MoM^tftU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Ai 

Lovell, 
HoHen, 
Ifr.Elleiy, 
Mr,  SUenmn^ 
Spencer^ 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Floyd, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Stuppeiiy 
Atlee, 
Searle, 


Jih^TKTk, 


Maryland, 


Virgifuaf 


N.»CaroSna^ 


S,'Cdrolimi, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Cartnichael, 

Henry", 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R.  H.Lee, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Lauren% 

Drayton, 


div. 


Iftihlenberg*, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afBnnative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  substitute  as  a  resolution,  r^olved  in  the 
affirmatiTe. 

MONDAY,  May  17,  1779. 

Besolvedt  That  on  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  immediately 
after  the  reading  of  the  journal  and  despatches,  the  reports  on  finance  be  con- 
sidered until  a  decision  is  obtained  thereon,  and  that  no  other  business  shall 
on  any  of  those  days  be  taken  up,  unless  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  members. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report :  Wliereupou, 

BisoLoed.  That  the  auditors  of  the  main  army  be  authorized  to  establish  a 
general  rule  for  making  allowances  to  recruiting  officers  for  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  drums,  fifes,  and  cockades,  reporting  the  same  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  having  reported, 

*'  That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress  they  have  referred  the  ac- 
counts of  general  count  Pulaski's  leg^ion  to  the  auditors  of  accounts  for  the 
main  army :  that  for  want  of  regularity  in  keeping  those  accounts  and  of  proper 
vouchers,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  Congress  and  the  board  of  treasury,  au- 
ditor Johnston  has  reported  to  them  that  it  is  impracticable  to  settle  the  said 
accounts,  as  appears  from  his  report  and  remarks  accompanying  their  report:" 

Besolvtdt  Tnat  the  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment  of  the  army 
serving  in  South -Carolina  and  Geor^a,  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  pay-master 
for  the  said  legion ;  and  that  captain  Baldesqui,  the  present  pay-master,  be 
detained  until  he  shall  have  produced  competent  vouchers,  and  settled  the 
accounts  of  the  said  legion. 

llie  board  of  war  having  reiiorted  on  sundry  matters  referred  to  them : 

Racived,  'Riat  the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  de- 
sartment  be  directed  to  consult  gen.  Washington  upon  all  treaties  with  the 
Indians,  and  to  govern  themselves  by  such  instructions  as  he  shall  give  them 
relative  to  any  partial  or  general  treaty  of  peace  to  be  concluded  with  themi 

Resolved^  That  the  adjutant-general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  be 
allowed  the  same  rations  as  a  brigadier-general : 

That  he  be  permitted  to  engage  two  assistants  and  one  clerk,  tlie  assist- 
ants to  be  taken  from  the  line,  and  both  they  and  the  clerk  to  be  approved  of 
by  the  commander  m  chief: 

That  each  assistant  be  allowed  »ttch  an  addition  to  his  appointments  as  an 
officer  in  the  line,  as  shall  make  the  same  equal  to  those  of  a  lieutonant-colonel : 

That  the  clerk  be  taken  from  the  subalterns  or  volunteers  in  the  army,  and 
allowed  pay  and  (Subsistence  equal  in  the  whole  to  those  of  a  captain. 

TUESDAY,  ^oy  18,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  1 1th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  informing  that  bri- 
gadier M'Intosh  is  desirous  of  serving  in  the  southern  army,  as  the  war  is 
now  in  the  state  to  which  he  belongs ;  and  therefore  recommending  him  as  a 
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fentleman  whose  knowledge  of  service  and  of  the  countiy  promises  to  render 
iiD  oseful ;  Whereupon* 

Besolved,  That  brif^ier-general  M'lntosh  be  permitted  to  repair  to  the 
sottdiern  army,  and  there  act  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  in 
that  department,  until  the  farther  orders  of  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Laurens,  and  Mr.  Paca, 
to  whom  were  referred  sandnr  letters  from  Leonard  Albouy  and  others,  report, 

*'  That  being  convinced,  m>m  a  vuiety  of  concurrent  testimonj  and  cir- 
cumstances, the  distresses  of  the  Bermudians-are  not  exagsei^ted,  and  that 
any  provisions  which  may  arrive  at  their  islands,  will  be  faithfully  and  en- 
tirely applied  to  their  use ;  having  also  collected  a  number  of  important 
vouchers  in  proof  of  their  warm  attachment  to  these  states,  and  being  more« 
over  assured  by  the  minister  of  France,  that  his  court  will  cordially  acqui- 
esce with  any  measures  which  the  policy  of  Congress  may  adopt  in  behalf  of 
those  suffering  islanders,  they  are  of  opinion  that,  notwithstanding  the  resolu- 
tion of  inexpediency  of  the  7th  inst.  some  mode  of  immediate  relief  to  that 
distressed  people  ought  to  be  adopted,and  therefore  do  earnestly  recommend 
the  followina  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  states  of 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North-Carolina,  respec- 
tively, to  permit  1000  bushels  of  Indian  com,  to  be  exported  from  eacn  of 
tlie  said  states,  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  those  idands  ; 
and  that  it  be  required  of  the  captains  of  any  vessels  on  board  which  the  said 
corn  shall  be  laden,  to  return  to  the  respective  executive  powers  aforesaid, 
certificates  of  the  delivery  and  faithful  appropriation  of  the  said  provision, 
under  the  signature  of  at  least  two  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  said 
islands :" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Penn^  to  strike  out  the 
words,  '*  and  North-Carolina ;"  and  on  the  question,  shall  those  words  stand  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 


Mass'tetU'Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveU, 
Holten, 

Rhode-JUandf    Mr.  Collins, 

C^wnecHeutf     Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 

jyew-Torkf        Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 

jNew-JerHVf      Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Pemigykama,  Mr.  Shippen, 

Atlee, 
Scarlet 


Miarykuid, 


Firginiat 


N.-CaroBnth 


S.'CaroUna, 


Mr.  Plater, 

Cannichae], 

Heniy, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R  H.  Lee, 

Griffin, 
M^.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


no 


Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Penn, 

MoMttUt-Bay^  Mr.  Geny, 

LoveU, 

Holten, 
Rhode^IiUmd,  Mr.  Collins, 
Ctmmectiaa,      Mr.  Sherman, 

Spencer, 
JVew-Forib,        Mr.  Jay, 

Floyd, 
MuhJerwey^      Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
Penntyhama,  Mr.  Shippen, 

Atlee,  * 

Searie, 

Wynkobp^ 


Maryland, 

Mr.  Plater, 

ay 

Canmchael, 

no 

Henry, 

no 

Jenifer, 

no 

VirginUh 

Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 

no 

N.'CaroUna, 

Mr.  Penn, 

no 

Burke, 

no 

Sharpe, 

no 

S^'CaroUnOt 

Mr.  Laurens, 

»y 

Drayton, 

»y 

»no 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith  then  arose,  and  with  the  leave  of  the  house,  read  in  his  place  a 
paper  in  answer  to  the  p^per  delivered  in  bj  Mr.  Laurens,  in  which  he  re-> 
peatB  his  request,  **  that  Congress  will  explicitly  declare  whether  it  be  their 
opinuA  that  the  motion  which  he  made  on  Friday  was  full  of  dangerous  con-> 
sequencesy  derogatory  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and  alarminff  to 
the  free  and  independent  citizens  of  these  United  States  ;  and  hopes  that 
Congress,  having  indulged  Mr.  Laurens  with  entering  his  address  upon  the 
joanial,  will  do  him  equal  justice,  and  allow  him  the  same  indulgence  by  en- 
tering his  address  upon  the  journal  of  Congress : 

The  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Penn, 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Smith's  address  be  entered  on  the  journal  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Stw-Bm^pfMre^ytt.  Whipple, 
MmtfuiB-Bay,  Hr.  Gerry, 

LoveO, 


MtA-Mmit 


d^Bffvkndp 


Vtrgima, 


N,-CanHnat 


8,'CmMia, 


Mr.  PUter, 

Canmchsel, 

Heny, 

Jenifer, 
llr.  Smith, 

R.H.Lee, 

GriiBn, 

Flemings 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke. 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laureni^ 

Drayton, 


Hohen, 
Mr.KUeiy, 

CoUina^ 
Mr»  Shennan, 

Spencer, 
Ur.  Jay, 

Morri% 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen 

Aaee, 

Searle, 

Wynkoop, 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  19,  1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  thst  part  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  relative  to  the  rais- 
ing supplies  and  supporting  the  credit  of  the  continental  currency. 

On  considering  the  resolution, 

**  That  the^e  United  States  be  called  upon,  in  addition  to  the  sum  requi-, 
red  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  January,  for  their  respective 
quotas  of  million  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  continental  treasu- 

ry before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  in  the  proportion  following." 

Amotion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  that  the 
blank  be  filled  with  the  word  **  sixty." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  beiug  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Rkoie-Mmd, 


fftm-Bampddre^  Mr.  Whipple, 
MataafdU-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 

LoveU, 

Holten, 
Mr.  EQexy, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Shennan, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 
Neuhkneiff        Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 

Scudder,        no 

Fell,  no 


no  ^no 
no" 

DO 

no 


JS€u>-York, 


DO  I 

no  r 
ayj 

>  no 


Pamssfbiua, 


Dekttuarf^ 
Maryland^ 


Virginia^ 


J^.'CaroUna, 


S.'Carolina^ 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Slilppen, 

Atlee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg,  ay 

Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichae], 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R.  H.Lee, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


no"^ 
no  I 


no^ 

ay>ay 

no"^ 

nof^"^ 
noj 
no^ 
no>no 
no  3 
no*^ 
ay  vno 
nu3 

»y5 


fiSO 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negattve. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Penn,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Amatpoiigy  that 
{he  blank  be  filled  with  the  words  "  forty-five.^' 
-   On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


Ifl'Han^ukire,  Ifr.  Whipple, 
Ma$ia*Mtt§'Bajft  Mr.  S.  .Ajdanu^ 

Gcny, 

Lovell» 

Holten^ 
HJiode-hlandy    Mr.  Ellep', 

Collins,  no 

Cnmecdcutf      9ir.  Sherman 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Wltherspoon,   ay 

Scudder, 

Fell, 


no 


^^hohTorkt 


Neuh/erteyt 


PenruyhardOf  Mr.  Ainutrong, 

Shippeiiy 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wjrnkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinaon, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Carmichae^ 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
R.H.Lee^ 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Lauiena^ 
I>rajtQi^ 


Ddaware, 
Maryland^ 


Fu'gitda^ 


N,'C(m^ino, 


IS.-'CanSndt 


^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflBnnative. 


THURSDAY,  May  20,  1779. 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  laid  before  Congress  certain  powers  and  instnic- 
tions  to  them  given  by  the  general  assembly  of  their  states  which  w,ere  read, 
and  are  as  folRiws : 

<<  In  General  Assembly,  Saturday  the  I9th  of  DeeembeTt  ITTS. 

^  Resolved,  nemine  contradicente.  That  our  delegates  in  Congress  be  in- 
structed to  propose  to  Congress  that  they  recommend  to  each  of  the  states 
named  as  parties  in  the  articles  of  confederation,  heretofore  laid  before  and 
ratified  by  this  assembly,  that  they  authorize  their  delegates  in  Congress  to 
ratify  the  said  articles,  together  with  the  delegates  of  so  many  other  of  the 
said  states  as  shall  be  willing,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  forever  binding  on  the 
states  so  ratifpng,  notwithstanding  that  a  part  of  those  named  shall  decline 
to  ratify  the  same,  allowing,  nevertheless,  to  the  said  stated  so  declining, 
either  a  given  or  indefinite  time,  as  to  Congress  shall  seem  best,  for  acceding 
to  the  said  confederation,  and  making  themselves  thereby  members  of  the 
union. 

Resolved,  nemine  eontradicentej  That  our  said  delegates  now  in  office,  or 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  be  authorized  and  required,  and  are  hereby  autho- 
rized  and  required,  to  ratify  the  said  articles  of  confederation  on  the  part 
of  this  commonwealth,  with  so  many  of  the  other  states  named  in  them  as 
parties,  as  shall  on  their  part  ratify  the  same. 

B.  HARRISON,  S.H.O. 
Test:  A.  CARV,  S.  S.»» 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  powers  and  instructions,  the  said  delegates  mo- 
ved in  the  words  following : 

«*  Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  safety,  honor  and  interest 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  confederation  be  closed  as  soon  as  may  bc^  and 
rendered  forever  binding  on  the  states  acceding  thereto : 

Resolved^  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  each  of  the  states  named 
as  parties  to  the  confederation,  that  they  authorize  their  delegates  in  Congress 
io  ratify  the  same  on  or  before  the        day  of  next,  in  conjanctioi& 

with  the  delegates  of  so  man  v  other  of  the  said  states  as  shall  be  willing ;  to 
the  end,  that  the  same  may  be  thenceforward  forever  binding  on  the  states 
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w  ratifyingp  notwithstanding  that  a  part  of  those  named  shall  decline  to  ra- 
tifythe  same." 

The  delegates  of  Virginia  then  delivered  in  a  paper  signed  by  them  in  ikt 
irords  following: 

■*  In  coneeqnence  of  the  foregoii^  instmctions  and  powers  to  us  giTen« 
we  do  hereby  declare,  that  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  ratify  the  confedera- 
tion widi  any  one  or  more  states  named  thermni  so  diat  tlie  same  shall  be 
forerer  binding  upon  the  state  of  Virginia/ 

S^nedy  Mbrewbthsr  Smith,  Riorabb  HnirmT  Lbb, 

Cteus  Gbivtim.  Wiluam  Flbmino. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
df  thirteen  on  foreign  affiiirs  : 

After  debate,  it  was  agreed  by  the  house*  that&e  question  shall  be  stated, 
diall  Mr.  R.  Ixard  be  recalled  ? 

FRIDAY,  May  21, 1779. 

Mr. Huntington,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his  seat 
inCoi^gress. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  informed  Congress,  that  they  ha^e  received 
iostractioos  respecting  the  articles  of  confederation,  which  they  are  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  Congress,  and  to  have  entered  on  their  journals ;  the  in- 
ttmctionB  being  read  are  as  follows : 

faHtnictioDftQl'  tbe  general  asKmbljof  MiryUuid,  to  Geom  Plater,  WRliam  PaoA,  William 
^ '~^^~\^  jfjH^  Hearj,  James- Forbes  and  Daniel  of  Sl  ThomaB  Jenifer,  eaqis  i 


GavTLBicsjf,  Having  conferred  upon  you  a  trust  of  the  highest  nature,  it 
is  evident  we  place  great  confidence  in  your  integrity,  abUities  and  zeal  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the  particular  interest 
of  this  .state,  where  the  latter  is  not  incompatible  wilh  tne  former;  but  to 
add  freBter  weight  to  your  proceedings  in  Congress,  and  to  take  away  all 
mspicien  that  the  opinions  you  there  deliver,  and  the  votes  you  give,  may  be 
^e  mere  opinions  oi  individuals,  and  not  resulting  from  your  knowledge  of 
the  sense  and  deliberate  judgment  of  the  state  you  represent,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  instruct  you  as  foUoweth  on  the  suUect  of  the  confederation,  a  sub- 
ject in  which,  uofortunatelv,  a  supposed  difference  of  interest  has  produced 
an  almost  equal  division  of  sentiments  among[  the  several  states  composing 
the  onion :  We  say  a  supposed  difference  of  interests;  for,  if  local  attach- 
nentsand  prejudices,  ana  the  avarice' and  ambition  of  individuals,  would 
^ve  way  to  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy,  founded  on  the  principles  of  jus-* 
tice,  (and  no  other  policy  but  what  is  founded  on  those  immutable  principles 
deserves  to  be  called  sound,)  we  flatter  ourselves  this  apparent  diversity  of 
interests  would  soon  vanish ;  and  all  the  states  would  confederate  on  terms 
mntually  advantageous  to  all ;  for  they  would  then  perceive  that  no  other 
eenlederation  than  one  so  formed  can  be  lasting.  Although  the  pressure  of 
immediate  calamities,  the  dread  of  their  continuance  from  the  appearance 
of  disuDiott,  and  some  other  peculiar  circumstances,  may  have  induced  some 
states  to  accede  to  the  present  confederation,  contrary  to  their  own  inter* 
csts  and  judgments,  it  requires  no  great  share  of  foresight  to  predict,  that 
when  those  causes  cease  to  operate,  the  states  which  have  thus  acceded  to  the 
sonfederation  will  consider  it  as  no  longer  binding,  and  will  eagerly  embrace 
tbe  first  occasion  of  asserting  their  just  rights  and  securing  their  indepen- 
dence. Is  it  possible  that  those  states,  who  are  ambitiously  grasping  at  ter- 
ritories, to  which  in  our  judgment  they  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  exclu- 
sive rttht,  will  use  with  greater  moderation  the  increase  of  wealth  and  power 
derivel  from  those  territories,  when  acquired,  than  what  they  have  displayed 
in  their  endeavours  to  acquire  them  ?  we  think  not ;  we  are  convinced  the 
same  spirit  which  hath  prompted  them  to  inlist  on  a  claim  so  extravagant,  so 
Vol.111.  36 
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r«piigiH«t  to  tverj  principlt  of  jostice,  «o  inconpatible  with  the  g»nerd 
welfare  of  all  the  states,  will  urge  tbeni  on  to  add  oppression  to  injosnce.  If 
Hmy  %kmM  not  te  incited  br  a  superiority  of  wealth  and  strength  to  oppress 
bj  open  force  their  less  wealthy  and  less  powerful  neighbours,  yet  the  clepo* 
puation,  aad  consequently  the  impoverishment  of  those  states,  will  secea* 
sarily  follow/  which  by  an  unfair  construction  of  the  eonfederatioA  ttiay  be 
ftripped  of  «  common  interest  in,  and  the  coiAmon  benefits  derivable  from, 
the  western  country.  Suppose,  for  instance,  Virginia  indisputably  fiossessctl 
of  theeitensive  and  fertile  country  to  which  she  haa  set  op  a  claim,  what 
would  be  the  probable  consequences  to  Maryland  of  such  an  undisturbed 
and  nodiaputea  pooaesaion  ?  they  cannot  escape  the  least  diseemiag* 

Virginia,  by  selling  on  the  most  moderate  terras  a  small  proportion  of  the 
Itnds  in  ^nestiont  would  draw  into  her  treasury  vast  sums  oi  money,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  sums  arising  from  such  sales,  woold  be  enabled  to  iesaea. 
her  taxes :  lands  comparatively  cheap  and  taxes  comparatively  low,  with  the 
lands  and  taxes  of  an  adfacent  state,  would  quickly  drain  the  state  than 
disadvantageottsly  circumstanced  of  its  most  useful  inhabitants,  its  wealth ; 
and  its  consequence  in  the  scale  of  the  confederated  states  woald  sink  of 
foorse.  ^  claim  so  ii\iariott8  to  more  than  one  half^  if  not  to  the  whole  of  the 
United  States,  ought  to  be  supported  by  tlie  clearest  cTidence  of  the  c%ht» 
Yet  what  evidences  of  that  ri§^t  have  been  produced  ?  what  arnments  al- 
lied in  support  either  of  the  evidence  or  the  right;  none  ttat  we  have 
heard  of  deserving  a  serious  refutation. 

It  has  been  saul  that  some  of  the  delegates  of  a  neighbonring  state  hav« 
declared  their  opinion  of  the  impracticability  of  governing  the  extenaive 
dominion  claimed  by  that  state :  hence  also  tlie  necessity  was  admitted  of 
dividing  its  territory  and  erecting  a  new  state,  under  the  auspices  anddtrec* 
tionof  the  elder,  from  whom  no  doubt  it  would  receive  its  lorm  of  govern- 
ment, to  whom  it  would  be  bound  by  some  alliance  or  confederacy,  and  by 
whose  councils  it  would  be  influenced  i  such  a  measure,  if  ever  attempted, 
would  certainly  be  opposed  by  the  other  states,  as  inconsistent  vritb  the  fetter 
and  spirit  of  the  proposed  confederation.  Should  it  take  place,  bv  establish- 
ing a  sub-confederacy,  imperiufn  in  imperio^  the  state  possessed  of  this  ex* 
tensive  dominion  must  then  either  submit  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  an 
overgrown  and  unwieldy  government,  or  suffer  the  authority  of  Congress  to 
interpose  at  a  future  time,  and  to  tojp  off"  a  part  of  its  territory  to  be  erected 
into  a  new  and  free  state,  and  admitted  into  the  confederation  on  such  coo- 
ditions  as  shall  be  settled  by  nine  states.  If  it  is  necessary  for  the  happiness 
and  tranquillity  of  a  state  thus  oveigrown,  that  Congress  should  hereafter 
i|iterfere  and  divide  its  territory ;  whv  is  the  claim  to  that  territory  nwr 
made  and  so  pertinaciously  insisted  on  r  we  can  suggest  to  ourselves  but  two 
motives;  either  the  declaration  of  relinquishing  at  some  future  period  a 
pprtion  of  the  country  now  contended  for,  was  made  to  lull  suspicion  asleep, 
and  to  cover  the  designs  of  a  secret  ambition,  or  if  the  thought  was  seriomrly 
entertained,  the  lands  are  now  claimed  to  reap  an  immediate  profit  from  the 
sale.  We  are  convinced  policv  and  justice  require  that  a  country  unset- 
tled at  the  commencement  of  this  war,  claimed  by  the  British  crown,  and 
ceded  to  it  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  if  wrested  from  the  common  enemy  by  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  thirteen  states,  should  be  considered  as  a  com- 
mon property,  subject  to  be  parcelled  out  by  Congress  into  free,  convenient 
apd  independent  governments,  in  such  manner  aitd  at  such  times  as  the  wis- 
dom of  that  assembly  shall  hereafter  direct.  Thus  convinced,  we  should 
betray  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  our  constituents,  were  we  to  authori^  you 
to  ratify  on  their  behalf  the  confederation,  unless  it  be  fiurther  explained  :*  we 
have  coolly  and  dispassionately  considered  the  subject ;  we  have  weighed 
probable  inconveniences  and  hardships  against  the  sacrifice  oif  just  and  ea- 


J0DBNAL8  or  00ire]IB9a»  1770.  8M 


lentki  righls;  and  doMwimet  Ton  not  toagrte  to  the  coufederatioii,  anleis 
an  article  or.  articles  be  added  thereto  in  ceaformity  with  oar  declacatum; 
akMMid  «re  ancceed  io  obtaimng  such  article  orarticfee,  then  you  are  berebj 
falW  empowered  to  accede  to  ue  confederation. 

That  these  our.  aentimenta  reapecting  the  confederation  may  be  more 
pahlidy  knpiraand  mere  ezpUcitiy  and  concisely  declared,  we  have  drawn 
vp  the  annexed  declaration,  which  we  instmct  you  to  lay  before  Ceagreia« 
to  hare  it  printed,  and  to  deliver  to  each  of  the  delegates  of  the  other  states 
IB  Congress  assembled,  eopiea  thereof,  signed  by  yourselves  or  by .  such  of 
yoa  as  may  be  present  at  the  time  of  the  delivery;  to  die  intent  and  par- 
pose  that  the  copies  aforesaid  may  be  communicated  to  our.  brethren  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  contents  of  the  said  declaration  taken  into  their  se- 
rious and  candid  consideration. 

Alao  we  desire  and  instruct  you  to  move  at  a  proper  time,  that  these  in- 
structions be  read  to  Congress  by  their  secretory,  and  entered  on  the  journals 
oCCoamss. 

We  have  apoken  with  freedom,  as  becomes  freemen,  and  we  sincerely  wish 
that  these  our  repreaentotions  may  make  such  an  impression  on  thatassem- 
Jbly  as  to  induce  tnem  to  make  sucn  addition  to  the  articles  of  confederation 
as  may  bring  about  a  permaar ot  union. 

A  true  copy  from  the  proceedings  of  December  15,  irr8. 

Tekt,  T.  DUCKETT,  C.  H.  D- 

The  dele^tes  for  the  state  of  Connecticut  laid  before  Congress  farther 
powers  relative  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  which  were  read,  and  are  as 
follows: 

"STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT, «: 

Ac  •  eeoenil  naemblj  of  the  governor  and  eompftny  of  the  itate  oTConneeticQl,  in  Ammietp 
nolilen  at  Uartfonl,  by  special  order  of  the  governor  of  the  aaid  tUtc,  on  Wedneaday, 
(U  S.)    the  7di  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  1779. 

It  apaearing  to  this  assembly  to  be  essentiallv  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion, saiety,  independence,  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  Stotes  of  Americl^ 
that  thearticies  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  be  acceded  to,  ratified 
and  confirmed:  and  whereas  all  of  the  said  sUtos,  except  Maryland,  have 
d^reed  to  and  confirmed  said  articles  of  confederation,  and  Maryland  hath 
not  acceded  to  said  articles  as  drawn  up,  for  reasons  heretofore  published ; 
and  whereas  the  confederation  of  thirteen  states  may  not  be  considered  as 
obligatory  on  twelve  stotes  only : 

BeMolvedj  That  the  delegates  of  this  stote  in  Confess  be  directed  and  em- 
powered, and  full  power  and  authority  is  hereby  given  and  granted  to  the 
laid  delegates,  in  the  name  and  behalt  of  this  stote,  to  entor  iiito,  ratify  and 
confirm  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  with  tlie  stotes  of 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  and  Provi<lence  Plan- 
tationsy  New-York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  sYirginia,  North- 
Candina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  the  most  full  and  ample  manner; 
always  provided  that  the  stoto  of  Maryland  be  not  thereby  excluded  from  ac« 
ceding  to  said  confederation  at  any  time  hereafter.  A  true  copy  of  record  t 
Examined  by 

GEORGB  WYLLYS,  Seerdary.'* 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reoort  of  the  board  of  treasury 
00  finance*  and  in  considering  the  resolution  under  debate  on  Wednesday, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  to  strike 
oat  *'  January,"  in  the  last  line ;  and  in  the  room  thereof  insert  "  April  &'' 
and,  on  the  question^  shall  the  word  '*  January"  stand  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
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JVt-AmpdUre,  Mr.  Whipple, 
MBM^m^Bagt  Mr.  S.  AdainB» 

Gcny, 

Lovell, 
Holten, 

ShMk'l9land9    Mr.  EUery, 

CoUms, 

XwrneeHdOy      Mir.  Sfaerman, 

Spencer, 
Huntington, 

Afew-ForAr,        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Monis, 
Floyd, 

NtuyJatey^      Mr.  Scudder, 


Maryland^ 


Ftrgtmot 


N.'CaroUna^ 


S.^CofSnOf 


Mr.  AmMtrann', 

Sbippeii, 

Atlee» 

Searie, 

Muhlenberg, 

wynuiup, 
Mr.  Keldnioii, 
Mr.PliKtar, 

Cannichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Ifr.  Smith, 

GDffin, 

Flemi^gy 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Ifr.  Draytoi^ 


•y>»y 


-    So  it  was  reseWed  in  the  tffirmatiTe. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended, 
Besolvei,  That  dieae  United  States  be  called  upon,  in  additi«Ni  to  ike 
required  bj  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  dd  of  January  last,  for  their  re- 
spectiTe  quotas  of  45,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  continettta]  trea- 
sury before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  in  the  proportion  following ; 


Kew-Hampshire, 

MaflMchusetts-Bay, 

Rhode-Island,    , 

Connecticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jersey, 

Pennsylrania, 


1,500,000 

6^000,000 

750,000 

5,ioo;ooo 

2;400,000 
2,400,000 
5,700,000 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virgiiua, 
North-C^oofina,  - 
8oath-Cardina» - 


450,000 
4v6S0/)00 
7^300,000 
3,27€g000 

245,000,000 


Oeorsia  being  invaded.  Is  hereafter  to  raise  her  proportion. 

JRBsofved^  That  the  said  several  sums,  or  an  v  greater  sums,  which  shali  be 
jiaid  by  any  of  the  states  into  the  continental  treasury,  shall  be  passed  to 
their  respective  credits  on  interest,  on  the  same  terms  as  are  prescribed  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  2£d  of  November,  1777. 

SATURDAY,  May  22,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,'trom  W.  Rogers,  chaplain  of  the  brigade  late  con- 
manded  by  brigadier  Cotiway,  was  read,  reauesting  that  the  stile  of  the  bri- 
gade may  be  cnan^  to  that  of  *^  the  thira  Pennsylvania  brigade,"  being 
the  stile  by  which  it  is  known  in  the  army : 

JYesobeo,  That  his  request  be  granted,  and  that  a  new  certificate  be 
granted  to  him,  referring  to  his  appointment  of  the  11th  of  Jane,  1778. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  nead ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  TTiatupon  application  from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  awifraot 
issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  their  delegates,  for  150,000  dollars,  the  said 
state  to  be  accountable,  and  to  repay  a  like  sum  to  the  commissioiier  of  the 
continental  loan-office  thereof  in  the  month  of  August  next,  with  interest  at 
six  per  cent  per  annum,  transmitting  duplicate  receipts  to  the  bostrd  of 
treasury : 

That  upon  application  firoro  the  state  of  Massachusetta*Bay,  a  warrant 
issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Mr.  John'  Lovell,  for  800,000  dollars,  the 
said  state  to  be  accountable,  and  to  repay  500,000  dollars  thereof  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  continental  loan-office  of  the  said  state  in  the  montii  of  Au- 
gust next,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  transmitting  duplicate 
receipts  to  the  board  of  treasury : 
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Thftt  upon  application  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  a  warrant  isane  on  the 

tituarer  in  favor  of  John  Moaa,  esq.  for^dOO»000  dollars,  the  aaid  state  to  be 

atcoamtabie,  and  to  pay  a  like  sum  to  the  commissioner  of  the  continental 

loaa-diice  thereof  in  the  month  of  August  next,  with  interest  at  six  percent. 

per  amram,  transmitting  duplicate  receipts  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

Bestfoni,  That  Ae  auditors  of  the  army  be  authorized  to  increase  the  pay 
of  sachaftheir  clerks  as  may  merit  the  same,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  120 
doHin  per  month,  according  to  their  respective  abilities. 

Muobfed,  That  all  continental  officers  who  are  or  may  be  exchanged,  and 
aotcentiniied  in  the  service,  be,  after  such  exchange,  considered  as  supernu- 
■MfSfy  oficera,  and  entitled  to  the  pay  provided  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of 
the  24tii  of  November  last. 

Whereas  the  troops  formerly  serving  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  are 
umtcd  in  one  body,  under  the  same  commanding  officer,  and  disorder  may 
ansa  from  having  two  military  chests  and  pay-masters  in  the  san^e  detach- 
neat  af  the  army  ;  and  Joseph  Clay,  esq.  deputy  pay-master  for  Georgia, 
having  represented  that  the  money  remaining  m  his  hands  will  be  soon  ex* 
peniira,  and  a  supply  h^viog  been  lately  forwarded  to  John  Lewis  Gervais, 
di)Mty payHnaater  for  South-Carolina : 

Mimvedt  That  the  general  commanding  in  South -Carolina  be  authorized 
and  directnl  to  draw  out  of  the  hands  of  the  said  John  Lewis  Jervais,  the 
balance  which  may  be  due  from  him  to  the  public,  and  transfer  it  to  the  care 
of  theaaid  Joseph  Clay,  who  shall  be  considered  as  the  sole  deputy  pay-master 
for  the  troops  serving  in  South -Carolina  and  Georgia,  until  tne  further  order 
of  Congress ;  and  that  Mr.  Gervais  adjust  and  transmit  his  accounts  to  the 
board  of  treasury  for  settlement : 

Id  consequence  of  a  recommendation  from  the  board  of  treasury, 

Mesohedj  That  John  Reed,  William  Coats,  John  Williams,  Ckorge  Bright, 
and  Levy  Budd,  be  appointed  ^li^nersof  the  continental  bills  of  credit. 

The  del^;ates  of  New- York,  m  behalf  of  their  state,  moved  that  Congress 
come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

**  Whereas  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  of  country,  over  a 
particular  part  of  which  the  state  of  New-York,  and  over  the  residue  of  which 
die  state  ot  New-Hampshire,  at  the  time  when  these  United  States  were  co- 
lonies of  and  sulgect  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  did  exercise  jurisdiction^, 
have,  under  various  pretences,  refused  allegiance  thereto,  and  attempted  to 
oonstitate  themselves  into  a  separate  state,  under  the  assumed  name  of  the 
state  of  Vermont : 

Resolved,  That  the  states  of  New-Hampsliire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jersey. 
Peanaylvania,  Delaware,  M&n^l&i^<l*  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  are  severally  entitled  to  and  ought  to  hold  and  be  main- 
tuned  in  the  possession  of  all  the  lands  and  territories,  which  appertained 
of  right  to  each  of  them  respectively,  while  they  were  colonies  of  and  subject 
to  the  king  of  Great-Britain. 

/bseloeS,  That  none  of  the  said  states  ought  to  be,  or  shall  be,  divested  of 
any  land  or  territories  over  which  they  respectively  exercised  jurisdiction  at 
the  time  aforesaid,  unless  by  judgment  of  Congress  in  favor  of  certain  other 
of  the  aaid  states  claiming  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  and  prosecuting  that 
claim  in  the  way  prescribed  by  the  articles  of  confederation. 

Memdvedt  That  no  part  or  district  of  one  or  more  of  the  said  states  shall  be 
permitted  to  separate  therefrom,  and  become  independent  thereon,  without 
tlie  ezpreaa  consent  and  approbation  of  such  state  or  states  respectively. 

Jlemftvedg  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  pretended 
•tate  of  Vermont,  to  retsm  peaceably  to  their  former  jurisdictions,  that  is  to 
say,  those  who  have  separated  from  the  state  of  New- York,  to  the  state  of 
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.  New- York ;  and  those  who  ha^e  separated  from  the  state  of  New-Hampditre» 
tp  the  state  of  New-Hampshire.   . 

Mesolvedt  That  Congress  will  readily  bear,  examine,  and  iaterpoae,  to  ob- 
tain  a  redress  of  anj  mevances  of  which  the  said  inhabitants  may  Imve  canae 
to  complain  Mtainst  £eir  said  respectiTe  states. 

Besolved,  That  nothing  in  the  preceding  resolutions  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  confirm  or  prejudice  tlie  title  of  the  states  of  New-Hamfishlre, 
or  New-York,  to  the  jurisdictions  aforesaid,  or  to  exclude  or  haraay  oiaima 
which  other  states  may  ha^e  thereto,  or  to  any  part  thereof." 

A  motion  was  thereupon  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Monwi 

That,  on  Saturday  next.  Congress  be  reaolved  u»to  «  comauttee  of  the 
whole  to  consider  the  foregoing  resolutions. 
.    On  which  the.  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  lay,  . 


N.'BampMrt^  Hr.  Whipple, 
JUac%s'«M«-j3ciy,Mr.  S.  Adami, 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Wmde.ihnd,    Mr.  CoUins, 


ay 


ConneeUtui^ 


New-Yarky 


Xftw-JerBey, 


Mr,  Sherman, 
Spencer, 
Huntington, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morri% 
Floyd, 

Mr.  Fell, 


no  ^no 
ay 

»/ 

ay 

ay>ay 
ay^ 
ayWy 
ayj 

ay^ 

ayj 
ay).* 


3hrjfimif 


Pemuybfoniih   Mr.  Axmstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 

Muhlenberg^ 
Wynko^n, 
Mr.  Plater, 
■Camnchae], 
Jenifer, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith, 

R.  H.  Lee, 
Flendng, 

N.-CaroUnot      Mr.  Peon, 

Burke, 
Sharpen 

S,'CanHruh      Mr-  Laurent, 

Drayton, 


*y 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Duane  and  Mrt  Lovell^  to 
whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  minilter  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
with  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  Mirailles,  dated  May  18th,  irr9,brottg|htUi 
a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  Thaf  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  paased  on  the  6th  day  of 
March  last,  relative  to  the  controul  of  Confess  by  appeal  in  the  last  resort 
over  all'jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  captures  on  the  high  seas, 
be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  several  states ;  and  that  they  be  respec* 
tively  requested  to  take  effectual  measures  for  conforming  therewith. 
^  Resolvedj  That  die  following  letter  be  written  to  the  minister  plenipatea- 
tiary  of  France,  and  signed  by  the  president : 

Sia,  Congress  having  taken  into  consideraUon  your  letter  of  the  19th  of 
this  monpi,  I  am  directed  to  assure  you,  that  as  soon  as  the  matter  shall  in 
due  course  come  before  them,  they  wnl  attend  very  particularly  to  the  cases 
of  the  vessels  stated  in  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  Mirailles  to  have  been 
sailing  under  the  flag  of  his  Catholic  majesty;^  and  captured  by  armed  vessels 
under  the  flag  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  they  will  cause  the  law  of 
nations  to  be  most  strictly  observed :  that  if  it  shall  be  found,  after  due  trial. 
that  the  owners  of  the  captured  vessels  have  suffered  damage  from  the  mis* 
apprehension  or  violation  of  the  riehts  of  war  and  neutrality.  Congress  will 
cause  reparation  to  be  made  in  such  manner  as  to  do  ample  justice  and  Tin* 
dicate  the  honor  of  the  Spanish  flae. 

That  Congress  have  every  jpossible  disposition  to  cultivate  the  most  per- 
idot harmony  with  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  to  encourage  the  moat  liberal 
and  friendly  intercourse  between  his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  tbesc 
United  States;  but  they  cannot,  consistently  with  the  powers  entniated  to 
them  and  the  rights  of  the  states  and  of  individuals,  in  any  casor  suspend  or 
interrupt  the  orainary  course  of  justice. 
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On  notion  of  Mr.  Duaae,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  CoQgrese  came  to  the 
bllowiiig  resolatioB : 

Whereas,  a  propositioQ  has  been  made  for  exchaBging  a  number  of  the 
gjMd  dttsuma  oi  these  states,  who  are  in  captivitjr  at  Niagara  and  its  viciiri- 
tj,  for  disaffected  citizens  who  are  desirous  to  join  the  enemy : 

iltehwrf.  That  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  northern  de« 
partmcaty  or  an/  two  of  them,  be  authorized  and  directed,  with  the  concur* 
reaceof  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  governor  or  executive  authority  of 
the  sevenl  atate«i  whose  citizens,  respectively,  shall  be  the  subject  of 'the 
proposed  exchange,  to  negotiate  and  settle  such  exchange  in  the  manner  and 
OB  the  tenna  thej  shall  judge  reasonable  and  expedient. 

MONDAY,  May  24,  1779. 

Besolved,  That  the  journals  of  a  preceding  day  be  open  to  correction  dur- ' 
ine^e  whole  of  the  next  day, 

The  delegates  from  Mary  (and  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  SOth. 
from  T.Johnson,  ^vernor  of  that  state: 

Ordeni,  That  it  be  referred  to  tlie  board  of  war.  and  that  the  board  be 
directed  to  furnish,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to  the  state  of  Maryland, 
600  stand  of  arms,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  in  the 
words  following : 

<*  Whereas  Congress  on  the  15th  of  May  last,  did  unanimously  resolve, 
that  all  militarjr  omcers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  then  were  or  there- 
after miritt  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  should  continue 
therein  during  the  war,  and  not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  these  states 
or  any  of  them,  should,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive annually  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they  should  live  Bo  long,  one 
halt  of  the  present  pay  of  such  officers,  with  certain  provisoes  and  nmita- 
tions;  and,  whereas,  the  great  sofieringB.  exemplary  fortitude,  and  unshaken 
perseverance  of  the  said  officers,  justlv  entitle  them  to  the  favorabfe  notice 
of  a  grateful  country,  whose  liberties  they  have  bravely  defended,  supported 
and  established :  this  Compass,  therefore,  mindful  ot  their  present  suffer- 
ing and  willing  to  make  future  provision  for  the  age  of  tiiose  whose  youth, 
ind  healtii  and  ease,  have  been  generously  expended  in  the  service  of  the 
public,  do  resolve  and  promise,  that  all  military  officers  commissioned  by 
Congress,  who  are  or  shall  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
continue  therein  during  the  war,  shall,  after  the  conclusion  thereof,  receive 
annually  during  their  natural  lives  one  half  of  their  present  pay." 

An  objection  being  made  against  taking  this  into  consideration,  as  being 
out  of  order;  on  the  question,  is  the  above  motion  in  order P  the  yeas  and 
lays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carmichael. 


N^HaMnpahxre^  )fr.  Whipple. 

AUuti'stU'Bay^  Mr.  8.  Aoainsy 

Gerry, 
Lovefl, 
HoHen. 

^Hode^LUmd^    Mr.EUoy. 

Mr.  Sherman. 


"^em-Ttrkf 


Huntington. 
Spencer, 

air.  Jay. 
Duuie^ 
Mo!m% 

Mr.  9cudder. 
Pell, 
PgjiiMyfwm'fl,   Mr.  Aimstrong, 

Shippen, 
Mublenbei^, 
Wynkoop, 
At|ee, 


no 


no 


no 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Firginiaf 


^.'CarolinOf 


S»'CaroUfUh 


Mr.  Dickinson. 
Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichael. 

Henry, 

Jenifer. 
Mr.  Smith. 

Oriiiin. 

Fleming. 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke^ 

Sharpe. 
Mr»  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


no 


5M8 
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So  itMMed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Smith  having  previously  obtained  the  general  content  of  the  koase, 
moved  thefollowii^  reaolutions : 

*«  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  Congress,  that  the  enemy,  at  tiie 
time  of,  and  since  their  landing  in  Virginia,  have  perpetrated  the  moat  anne* 
cessarj,  wanton,  and  outraeeous  barbarities  on  divers  of  the  citizens  of  that 
state,  as  well  as  on  several  ofthesnfajects  of  his  most  Christian  maiesty  resid- 
ing therein ;  deliberately,  patting  many  of  them  to  death  in  cool  blood,  after 
they  had  surrendered,  abusing  women,  and  desolating  the  country  with  fire : 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Vii^nia  be  requested  to  cause  diligeDt  en- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  above  representations,  and  to  traiiMiit 
to  Consress  the  evidence  he  may  collect  on  the  sofagect 

JRemved,  That  Confess  wifl  retaliate  for  cruelties  and  violations  of 'the 
laws  of  nations,  coibmitted  in  these  states  against  the  subjects  of  his  moat 
Christian  majesty,  in  like  manner  and  measure  as  if  committed  acainst  citi- 
zens of  the  said  states ;  and  that  the  protection  of  Congress  shall  be,  on  all 
occasions^  equally  extended  to  both." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  that  the 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed ;  and,  on  the  question  for  postponing,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


If'HampMret  Mr.  Whipple, 

McMo^dU-BaVt  Mr.  Geny, 

LoyeU 
Holten, 

Jihode^bland,    Mr.  Elleiy, 

Cormecticuif 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Mt^Tork, 


MuhJeney, 


no 


N.'CasnXma, 


S»'  Carolina, 


Mr.  IKckiiisoQ, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Curaichae^ 

Heniy, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

R>  H.  lxc, 

Grifiiii, 

Hemii^, 
Mr.Penn, 

Burke^ 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  LMireiM^ 

Dnyton, 


no  ^ao 


Mr.  Shennan 
Huntingtoii, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane^ 
Morrifl^ 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 
Pemuyhama,  Mr.  Aniutrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 

Miihlenbeti;', 
Wvnkoop, 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  first  resolution,  and  on  the  question, 
resolved  in  tne  affirmative.    . 

After  considering  the  second  resolution,  when  the  question  thereon  was 
about  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Laurens. 

And  on  the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Jay»      * 


N.'Hamp8hire,   Mr.  Whipple, 
Maua^m-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Aduna, 

Geny, 
Loveil, 
Holten, 
nhode-IAmd,    Mr.  EUery, 

Collins, 


ay>ay 


Connedieut, 


JVhp-Forib, 


^ewJer$ey, 


Mr.  Sherman, 
fluntingtoA, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Moiria, 
Floyd, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
FeU, 


PemuykfOttia^  Mr.  Armslxong, 

.Atlee, 
Muhlenbeig, 
Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Pkter, 
Carmichael, 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
R.H.Leep 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

Mr.Pemi, 
Burke, 
•   Sharpen 

llr.  Laumu^ 
I>i»)txni, 


Mdrylan/d, 


rfFgWtU^ 


A'.«Caf«£w4 


&-Caroitiiaf 
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So  it  passed  id  the  negatiTe. 

Oq  the  auestioo  to  agree  to  the  main  qtte8tion«  the  jeas  and  najs  being  re- 
quired bj  Mr.  Geny, 


N.-fhm^tkki,  Ifr.  Whipple, 
Mmtdm^Ma^  Mr.  S.  Adam% 

Geny, 

Lovell, 

Hoften, 

lir.  EUecy, 
CoUiii8» 

Ifr.  Shenmi, 
Uuotingtoi^ 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morrii, 
Floyd» 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


no  ^no 
aj 

ay 

»y 
ay- 


xWM^lOl^ 


XenJtTwtiff 


PttutBjfttfOuiOf   Mr.  Amutroi^y 

AUee, 

Muhlenbeig, 
Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Cannichael, 
Heniy, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smithy 

Griffin, 
Flenmy, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Shaipe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Maryland, 


Virgima^ 


if^oroftfio^ 


{S.'dsnUnOf 


So  it  WIS  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  26,  1779. 

The  board  of  treasurj  report,  that  they  have  considered  a  letter  from  the 
board  of  war  of  the  21  st  of  May,  tojgether  with  a  fresh  application  from  col. 
Melchior,  barrack-master  general,  for  200,000  dollars,  in  addition  to  a  like 
sum  granted  the  22d,  and  are  of  opinion. 

That  col.  Melchior  be  directed  to  dismiss  all  his  deputies  not  at  this  post 
and  Charlotteville,  and  make  report  of  the  names  and  stations  of  the  deputy 
barrack-masters  so  to  be  dismissed,  to  the  board  of  war,  who  shall  issue  or- 
ders to  the  quarter-master  general  to  put  the  barracks  under  the  charge  of 
his  deputies : 

Rtaiolv^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report. 

The  house  bein^  informed  that  his  excellency  the  president  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, accompanied  by  several  gentlemen,  was  at  the  door,  with  a  petition 
signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  of  cfther 
states,  which  be  desired  midit  be  introduced  and  laid  before  Congress  in  the 
manner  most  agreeable  to  uiem. 

Ordered^  That  his  excellency  the  president  and  the  gentlemen  accompa- 
nying him  be  introduced,  in  oraer  that  he  may  present  tne  petition. 

Accordingly,  being  introduced,  the  president  addressed  the  house  in  a 
short  speech,'  presented  the  petition,  and  withdrew : 

The  petition  was  then  read ; 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration,  with  the  report  of  the 
board  of  treasury  on  finanee. 

His  excellency  the  president  of  the  state  having  suggested  that  some  gen- 
tlemen had  signined  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  presenting  the  said  petition  i 

Besohed,  unanimously.  That  Congress  will  at  all  times,  cheerfully  receive 
the  sentiments  of  their  constituents  upon  every  important  matter  which  may 
become  a  subject  of  their  deliberations. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Duane» 
appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  several  states  on  the  present  situation 
or  allUrs,  brought  in  a  new  draught,  which  was  read,  amended,  and  unani- 
moQsly  agreed  to  as  follows : 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  QF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 
PUBKPS  aVD  COUNTRTMBN, 

The  present  situation  of  public  aflfairs  demands  your  roost  serious  atten- 
VoL.  III.  37 
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lion,  and  particularly  the  great  and  increasing  depreciation  of  joar  currency 
requires  the  immediate^  strenuous  and  united  efforts  of  all  true  friends  to 
their  country,  for  preventing  an  extension  of  the  mischieft  that  baive  already 
flowed  from'  that  source. 

America^  without  arms,  ammunition,  discipline,  rerenue,  government  or 
ally,  almost  totally  stript  of  commerce,  and  in  the  weakness  of  youth,  as  it 
were,  with  a  '*  staff  and  a  sling"  only,  dared,  **  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,"  to  engage  a  gigantic  adversary,  prejMu*ed  at  all  points,  bMftting  of 
his  strensth,  ana  of  whom  even  mighty  warriors  *' were  greatly  afraid." 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  unc<nnmon  war,  your  representatives 
in  Congress  were  obliged  to  emit  paper  money ;  an  expedient  that  you  knew 
to  have  been  before  generally  and  suctessfulty  practised  on  this  conliiient. 

They  were  very  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  wijth  whicli  too  frequent 
emissions  would  be  attended,  and  endeavoured  to  avoid  them.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  established  loan -offices  so  early  as  in  October^  1776,  and  have 
from  that  time  to  this,  repeatedly  and  earnestly  solicited  you  to  lend  them  mo- 
ney on  the  faith  of  the  United  States.  The  sums  received  on  loan  have  ne- 
vertheless proved  inadequate  to  the  puUic  exigencies.  Our  enemies  prose- 
cuting the  war  by  sea  and  land  with  implacable  fury  and  with  some  success, 
taxation  at  home  and  borrowing  abroad,  in  the  midst  of  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers, were  alike  iropracticabTe.  Hence  the  continued  necessity  of  new 
emissions. 

But  to  this  cause  alone  we  do  not  impute  the  evil  before  mentioned.  We 
have  too  much  reason  to  believe  it  has  been  in  part  owine  to  the  artifices  of 
men  who  have  hastened  to  enrich  themselves  by  monopouzing  the  necessa- 
ries of  life«  and  to  the  misconduct  of  inferior  omcers  employed  in  the  public 
service.  , 

The  variety  and  importance  of  the  business  entrusted  to  your  delegates, 
and  their  constant  attendance  in  Congress,  necessarily  diaaoles  them  from 
investigating;  disorders  of  this  kind.  Justly  apprehensive  of  them,  they,  by 
their  several  resolutions  of  the  £2d  of  Nov.  and  20th  of  Deo,  1777)  and  of 
the  Sd  and  9th  of  Feb.  177B,  recommended  to  the  legislative  and  executive 
powers  of  these  states  a  due  attention  to  these  interesting;  affairs.  How  far 
those  recommendations  have  been  complied  with,  we  will  not  undertake  to 
determine :  but  we  hold  ourselves  bound  in  duty  to  you  to  declare,  that  we 
are  not  convinced  there  has  been  as  much  diligence  used  in  detecting  and 
reforming  abuses  as  there  has  been  in  committing  or  complaining  of  them. 

With  re^rd  to  monopolizers,  it  is  our  opinion,  that  taxes  judiciomsly  laid 
on  such  arlicles  as  become  the  objects  of  engrossers,  apd  those  frequently 
collected,  would  operate  against  the  pernicious  tendency  of  such  practices. 

As  to  inferior  officers  employed  in  the  public  service,  we  anxiously  desire 
to  call  your  most  vigilant  attention  to  tneir  conduct  with  respect  to  every 

Scies  of  misbehaviour,  whether  proceeding  from  ignorance,  negligence,  or 
id,  and  to  the  making  of  laws  for  inflicting  exemplary  punishments  on 
all  ofienders  of  this  kind. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  some  persons  are  so  slightly  informed  9f  tlieir 
own  interests  as  to  suppose  that  it  is  advantageous  to  them  to  sell  the  pro- 
duce of  their  farms  at  enormous  prices,  when  a  little  reflection  might  con- 
vince them  that  it  is  injurious  to  tnose  interests  and  the  general  welfare.  It 
they  expect  thereby  to  purchase  imported  goods  cheaper,  they  will  be  egre- 
giously  disappointed ;  for  the  merchants,  who  know  they  cannot  obtain  re- 
turns in  Kol<^  silver,  or  bills  of  exchange,  but  that  their  vessels,  if  loaded 
here  at  aU,  must  be  loaded  with  produce,  will  raise  the  price  of  what  the\ 
have  to  sell>  in  proportion  to  the  price  of  what  they  have  to  buy ;  and,  con- 
sequently, the  land-holder  can  purchase  no  more  foreign  goods  ftfr  the  same 
quantity  of  his  produce  than  he  could  before. 
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The  evil,  kowever,  does  not  stop  at  this  point.  The  land -hold  er,bj  acting 
en  this  pietaken  (calculation,  is  onlj  labouring  to  accumulate  an  immense 
debt  bj  increastng  the  public  expenses,  for  the  payment  of  which  his  estate 
is  eii|sged,  aod  to  embarrass  every  measure  adopted  for  vindicating  his 
liberty  and  securing  bis  prosperity. 

Ai  the  harvests  of  this  year,  which,  by  the  divine  goodhess,  promise  to  be 
pleotifiily  will  soon  be  gathered,  and  some  new  measures  relating  to  your  fo- 
rttCB  concerns,  with  some  arrangements  relating  to  your  domestic,  are  now 
voder  consideration,  from  which  beneficial  effects  are  expected,  we  enter- 
taja  hopes  that  your  affairs  will  acquire  a  much  greater  degree  of  regularity 
and  energy  than  they  have  hitherto  had. 

But  we  ahould  be  highlv  criminal  if  we  did  not  plainly  tellyou  that  those 
hopes  are  not  fooiuled  wnolly  upon  our  own  proceedings.    These  must  be 
sopperted  bv  yoor  virtue,  your  wisdom  and  your  diligence.    From  the  ad- 
vantage of  those  seats  in  the  national  council  with  which  you  have  honoured 
u»,  we  have  a  pleasing  prospect  of  many  blessings  approacliing  this  our  na- 
tive land.    It  18  your  paJtriotism  must  introduce  and  fix  them  here. 

In  vain  will  it  be  fur  vour  delegates  to  form  plans  of  economy,  to  strive 
to  stop  a  continuation  ot  emissions  by  taxation  or  loan,  if  you  do  not  zealous^ 
)v  cooperate  with  them  in  promoting  their  designs,  and  ufse  year  utmost  in- 
au$trf  to  prevent  the  waste  of  money  in  the  expenditure,  which  your  respec- 
tive sitaation»  in  the  several  places  where  it  is  expended,  may  enable  ^ou 
to  do.  A  discharge  of  this  cluty  and  a  compliance  with  recommendations 
for  svpplyiag  money,  might  enable  Congress  to  give  speedy  assurances  to 
the  poblic  that  no  more  emissions  shall  take  place,  ana  thereby  close  that 
soaroe  of  depreciation* 

Voor  gpvernments  bfing  now  established,  and  your  ability  to  contend  with 
yoar  invaders  ascertained,  we  have,  on  the  most  mature  deliberation,  judged 
It  indispensably  necessary  to  call  upon  you  for  45,000,000  of  dollars,  in  ad- 
dltioD  to  the  li,O0O,00p  required  by  a  resolution  of  Con^rdss  of  the  2d  of 
Jan.  last,  to  be  paid  into  the  continental  treasury  before  Uie  1st  day  of  Jan. 
next,  in  the  same  proportion,  as,  to  the  quotas  of  the  several  states,  with  that 
fur  the  said  15,000,000. 

It  appeared  proper  to  us  to  fix  the  1st  day  of  next  Jan.  for  the  payment 
of  the  wlu4e ;  but  as  it  is  probable  that  some  states,  if  not  all,  will  raise 
part  of  the  sums  by  instalments  or  otherwise  before  that  time,  we  recom- 
mend* in  the  strongest  manner,  the  paying  as  much  as  can  be  collected  as 
soon  as  possible  into  the  continental  treasurj^. 

Though  it  is  manifest  that  moderate  taxation  in  times  of  peace  will  reco- 
ver the  credit  of  your  currency,  yet  the  eucoura^ment  which  your  enemies 
derive  from  its  depreciation,  ana  the  present  exigencies,  demand  great  and 
speedy  exertions. 

We  are  persuaded  you  will  use  all  possible  care  to  make  the  promotion  of 
the  general  welfare  interfere  as  little  as  may  be  with  the  ease  and  comfort 
of  individuals:  but  though  the  raising  these  sums  should  press  heavily  on 
some  of  our  constituents,  yet  the  oblisations  we  feel  to  your  venerable  cler- 
l(y,  the  truly  helpless  widows  and  orphans,  vour  most  gallant,  generous,  me- 
ritorious officers  and  soldiers,  the  public  fiuth  and  the  common  weal,  so  irre- 
sistibly urge  us  to  attempt  the  appreciation  of  yoor  currency,  that  we  cannot 
withhold  iwedience  to  those  autnoritative  sensations. 

On  this  sufcgect  we  will  oulv  add,  that  as  the  rules  of  justice  are  most 
pleasing  to  our  infinitely  eooo  and  gracious  Creator,  and  an  adherence  to 
them  most  likely  to  obtain  kis  favor,  so  they  will  ever  be  found  to  be  the  best 
and  safest  maxims  of  human  policv. 

To  our  constituents  we  submit  tne  propriety  and  purity  of  our  intentions, 
well  knowing  they  will  not  forget,  that  we  lay  no  burthens  upon  them,  but 
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those  in  which  we  participate  with  them  ;  a  happy  Bjmpathj,  that  pervades 
societies  formed  on  the  basis  of  equal  liberty.  Many  cares,  many  labors, 
and  may  we  not  add,  reproaches,  are  peculiar  to  us.  These  are  the  emola> 
ments  of  our  unsolicited  stations ;  and  with  these  we  are  content,  if  you 
approve  our  conduct.  If  you  do  not,  we  shall  return  to  our  private  condiwn 
with  no  other  regret,  than  that  which  will  arise  from  our  not  having  served 
you  as  acceptably  and  essentially  as  we  wished  and  strove  to  do,  though  as 
cheerfully  and  faithfully  as  we  could. 

Think  not  we  despair  of  the  commonwealth,  or  endeavor  to  shrink  from 
opposing  difficulties.  No.  Your  cause  is  too  good,  your  objects  too  sacred 
to  be  relinquished.  We  tell  you  truths,  because  you  are  freemen  who  can 
bear  to  hear  them  and  may  pront  by  them ;  and  when  they  reach  your  enemies, 
we  fear  not  the  consequences,  because  we  are  not  ignorant  of  their  resources 
or  own  own.  Let  your  good  sense  decide  upon  the  comparison.  Let  evea 
their  prejudiced  understandings  decide  upon  it»  and  you  need  not  be  appre* 
hensive  of  the  determination. 

Whatever  supposed  advantages  from  ptans  of  rapine,  projects  of  blood, 
or  dreams  of  domination,  may  nerstofore  have  amused  their  inflamed  fan- 
cies, the  conduct  of  one  monarch,  the  friend  and  protector  of  die  ri^ts  of 
mankind,  has  turned  the  scale  so  much  against  them,  that  tlieir  visionary 
schemes  vanish  as  the  unwholesome  vapours  of  night  before  the  healthfiil  in- 
fluences of  the  sun. 

An  alliance  has  been  formed  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the»e 
atates,  on  the  basis  of  the  most  perfect  equality,  for  the  direct  end  of  maia- 
tainin^  effectually  their  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence,  absolute  and 
unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  ]|;overnment  as  of  commerce.  The  conduct 
of  our  good  and  sreat  ally  towards  us,  in  this  instance  and  others,  has  so 
fully  manifested  his  sincerity  and  kindness,  as  to  excite,  on  our  part,  corres- 
pondent sentiments  of  confidence  and  aftectiou. 

Observing  the  interest  of  his  ki^igdom,  to  which  duty  and  inclioatioa 
prompted  his  attention,  to  be  connected  with  those  of  America,  and  the 
combination  of  both  clearly  to  coincide  with  the  beneficent  designs  of  the 
Author  of  Nature,  who  unquestionably  intended  men  to  partake  of  certain 
rights  and  portions  qf  happiness,  his  majesty  perceived  the  attaiiunent  of 
these  views  to  be  founded  on  the  single  proposition  of  a  separation  between 
America  and  Great-Britain. 

The  resentment  and  confusion  of  your  enemies  will  point  out  to  yon  the 
jdeas  you  should  entertain  of  the  magnanimity  and  consummate  wisdom  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty  on  this  occasion. 

^  They  perceive,  that  selecting  this  grand  and  just  idea  from  all  those  spe- 
cious ones  that  might  have  confused  or  misled  inferior  judgment  or  virtue, 
and  satisfied  with  tne  advantages  which  must  result  from  that  event  alone, 
he  has  cemented  the  harmony  between  himself  and  these  states,  not  only  by 
establishing  a  reciprocity  of  benefits,  but  bv  eradicating  every  cauAO  of  jea- 
lousy and  suspicion.  They  also  perceive  with  similar  emotions,  that  the  mo- 
deration of  our  ally,  in  not  desiring  an  acquisition  of  dominion  on  this 
continent,  or  an  exclusion  of  other  nations  from  a  share  of  its  commerDial 
advantages,  so  useful  to  them,  has  given  no  alarm  to  those* nations,  but  in 
fact  has  interested  them  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  generous  undertaking, 
to  dissolve  the  monopoly  thereof  by  Great- Britain,  which  has  already  con- 
tributed to  elevate  her  present  power  and  haughtiness,  and  threatened  if  con- 
tinued to  raise  both  to  a  height  insupportable  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 

In  short,  their  own  best  informed  statesmen  and  writers  confess  that  yonr 
cause  is  exceedingly  favored  by  courts  and  people  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world,  while  that  of  your  adversaries  is  equally  reprobated ;  and  from  thence 
draw  ominous  and  well  grounded  conclusions,  that  the  final  event  must  prove 
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nnfertsnate  to  tiie  latter*  Indeed,  we  have  the  best  reason  to  believe  that 
we  shall  toon  form  other  alliances,  and  en  principles  honorable  fnd  bene> 
ficiil  to  these  states. 

Infatnated  as  your  enemies  have  been  from  the  beginning  of  this  contest, 
do  700  imagine  thej  can  now  flatter  theniselves  with  a  hope  of  conquering 
jov>  aalesa  you  are  false  to  yourselves  ? 

When  unprepared,  undisciplined,  and  unsupported,  you  opposed  their 
fleets  and  anmea  in  full  conjomed  force,  then,  if  at  any  time,  was  conquest 
to  bp  apprehended.  Yet  what  progress  towards  it  have  their  violent  and  in- 
cessant effinrts  made?  Judee  from  their  own  conduct.  Having  devoted  you 
to  bondage,  and  after  vainly  wasting  their  blood  and  treasure  in  the  disho- 
norable enterprise,  they  deigned  at  length  to  offer  terms  of  accommodation, 
with  respectful  addresses,  to  that  once  despised  body,  the  Congress,  whose 
humble  supplications  only  for  peace,  liberty  and  safety,  they  had  contempt- 
uously rejected,  under  pretence  of  its  being  an  unconstitutional  assembly. 
Nay, more;  desirous  of  seducing  you  into  a  deviation  from  the  paths  of  rec- 
titve,  from  which  they  had  so  far  and  so  rashly  wandered,  they  made  most 
apectousolfers  to  tempt  you  into  a  violatiou  of  your  faith  given  to  your  illus- 
trious allv-  Their  arts  were  as  unavailios  as  their  arms.  Foiled  again,  and 
stung  wim  rage,  embittered  by  envy,  they  had  lio  alternative,  but  to  renounce 
the  inglorious  and  ruinous  controversy,  or  to  resume  their  former  modes  of 
prosecuting  it.  They  choose  the  latter.  Again  the  savages  are  stimulated 
to  horrid  massacres  of  women  and  children,  and  domestics  to  the  murder  of 
their  masters.  Again  our  brave  and  unhappy  brethren  are  doomed  to  misera- 
ble deaths  in  jails  and  prison  ships.  To  complete  the  sanguinary  systeroi  all 
the  *<  extrensities  of  war"  are  by  authority  denounced  a^inst  you. 

Piously  endeavor  to  derive  this  consolation  from  their  remorseless  fury» 
that  the  ^  Father  of  Mercies"  looks  down  with  disapprobation  on  such  au- 
dacious defiances  of  his  holy  laws ;  and  be  further  comtorted  with  recollect- 
ing, that  the  arms  assumed  by  you  in  jrour  righteous  cause,  have  not  been 
sullied  by  any  unjustifiable  seventies. 

Your  enemies,  despairing,  however,  as  it  seems,  of  the  success  of  their 
united  fiirces  against  our  main  army,  have  divided  them,  as  if  their  design 
was  to  Imrasa  you  by  predatory,  desultory  operations.  If  you  are  assiduous 
in  improving  opportunities,  Saratoga  may  not  be  the  only  spot  on  this  conti- 
nent to  give  a  new  denomination  to  the  baffled  troops  of  a  nation  impiously 
priding  herself  in  notions  of  her  omnipotence. 

Rouse  yourselves,  therefore,  that  tnis  campaign  may  finish  the  great  work 
jou  have  so  nobly  carried  on  for  several  years  past.  What  nation  ever  en- 
gaged in  such  a  contest  under  such  a  complication  of  disadvantages,  so  soon 
surmounted  many  of  them,  and  in  so  short  a  period  of  timd  had  so  certain  a 
praapeet  of  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion.  We  will  venture  to  pronounce 
that  ao  remarkable  an  instance  exists  not  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  We 
well  remember  what  you  said  at  the  commencement  of  this  war.  You  saw 
the  immense  difference  between  your  circumstances  and  those  of  your  ene- 
mies, and  you  knew  the  ouarrel  must  decide  on  no  less  than  your  lives,  li- 
berties, and  estates.  All  tliese  you  greatly  put  to  every  hazard,  resolving 
rather  to  die  freemen  than  to  live  slaves ;  and  justice  will  oblige  the  impar- 
tial world  to  confess  you  have  uniformly  acted  on  the  same  generous  princi- 
ple. Consider  how  much  you  have  done,  and  how  comparatively  little  re- 
mains to  be  done  to  crown  you  with  success.  Persevere,  and  you  ensure 
peace,  freedom,  safety,  glory,  sovereignty,'and  felicity,  to  yourselves,  your 
children*  and  your  children's  children. 

Encouraged  by  favors  already  received  from  infinite  goodness,  gratefully 
acknowledging  them,  earnestly  imploring  their  continuance,  constantly  en- 
deavoring to  draw  them  down  on  your  heads  by  an  amendment  of  your  lives. 
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and  a  conformitj  to  the  divine  will,  hnmbljconfidinflr  in  the  |irotiectioii  ao  of  tea 
and  wonderfully  experienced,  vigoronsly  empioj  uie  BMaiia  placed  bj  Pfa- 
Tidence  in  your  hands,  for  completing  your  labors. 

Fill  up  your  battalions :  be  prepared  in  every  part  to  repel  the  incvraions 
of  your  enemies ;  place  your  several  quotas  in  the  cantiiieiKtal  traaaurj  $  lend 
money  for  public  uses  ;  sink  the  emissions  of  vonr  reapectivestatea ;  provide 
effectually  for  expediting  tiie  conveyance  of  suppliea  for  ymir  armies  and 
Beets,  and  for  your  allies  ;  prevent  the  produce  of  the  covntry  frooi  being 
monopolized :  eflfectnally  superintend  the  behavioor  of  poblie  ofieeri ; 
diligently  promote  piety,  virtue,  brotherly  love,  leamtB|b  fragality,  and  no* 
deration  ;  and  may  you  be  approved  before  Almig^y  God  wormy  of  those 
blessings  we  devoutly  wish  you  to  enjoy. 

Done  in  Congress,  by  unanimous  consent,  this  f26th  day  of  Majy  oee  tiiee- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

JOHN  JAY,  Prnidmt. 
Attest,  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Skerektrg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fleming,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Seiolvedi  That  it  be  referred  \o  the  board  of  war  to  consider  whether  it 
be  expedient  that  so  many  horses  be  forthwith  purchased  as  will  be  neces- 
aary  to  remount  such  of  colonel  Baylor's  reeiment  as  are  without  horses,  and 
to  make  such  order  therein  as  they  may  judge  will  best  promote  the  aervice 
of  the  United  States. 

FRIDAY,  May  28|  1779* 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  coneideio- 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  treasury  board  on  finance ;  and  theree|Mm  came  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  it  is  indispensably  necessary  that  the  greatest  econoany  ahoiiid  be 
introduced  into  the  public  expenditures : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  Ihree  be  appointed  to  make  strict  enquiry 
into  the  establishments  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  respective  bosr^s  and 
departments,  and  to  consider  and  report  the  retrenchments  and  reibma^ons 
vthich  shall  appear  to  be  practicable  and  expedient ;  and  diat  thev  have  power 
to  call  tor  returns  from  the  offices,  and  for  information  fnm  tne  oficers  of 
any  department,  and  to  confer  thereon  with  the  commander  io  chief:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr. 8cvdder. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  tniard  of  treasury  to  consider  of,  and, 
if  they  jud^e  it  expedient,  report  a  plan  for  antieipating^  the  taxes  reooBuneod- 
ed  to  be  raised  in  the  several  states  by  the  mbscripttona  of  pablic  8|»rited 
individuals,  to  be  repaid  when  the  tax  shall  be  collected. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported  ^  that,  in  their  cniinion,  it  will  be 
impracticable  to  carry  on  the  war  oy  paper  emissions  at  the  prseent  enor- 
mous expenses  of  the  commissary-general's,  quarter-master  ceneraPa,  and 
medical  departments :  that  it  appears  to  them  that  a  general  opinion  pre* 
vails,  that  one  cause  of  the  alarming  expenses  in  these  departoMOta  ariaee 
from  allowing  commissions  to  the  numerous  persons  emploved  in  parchastng 
for  the  army,  and  that  a  very  general  dissatisfaction  has  taken  place  on  that 
account  among  the  citizens  of  these  United  States ;  and  that,  in  their  opinioo. 
it  is  necessary  to  put  the  said  departments  on  a  different  footing  with  reapect 
to  the  expenditure  of  public  money  :" 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  feferred  to  a  committee  of  three,  and  that  they 
be  directed  to  report  a  plan  for  the  purpose  :  the  members  choaea,  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mesofved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  eeaaider  the 
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tdviMble  mode  of  Mf;ottating  a  foreigB  loan,  to  what  amount,  and  in  what 
MBaer  die  aaiee  maj  be  most  advantageoasi j  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
sUtea:  the  naombera  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Laurens,  and  Mr.  Smith. 

SATURDAY,  May  29,  1779. 
Gongresa  taki^  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  trea*- 

Madvidt  Thftt  the  paj-master  general  shall  keep  his  office  in  the  place 
where  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  hold  their  sessions : 

list  he  be  allowed  to  employ  aa  many  clerks  aa  shall  be  judged 
secessary  by  the  board  of  treasury. 

tliat  he  be  authorized  to  superintend  the  several  deputy  pay-masters 
geoeral,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  monthly  returns  to  him  and  reason- 
ible  applications  for  money  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  to  follow  his  directions 
intibe  mode  of  keeping  tlieir  accounts»and  all  other  mattera  relative  to  their 
office: 

Thai  all  accounts  of  advances  made  by  any  of  the  states,  or  any  officer 
or  person  whatsoever,  for  the  pay  of  the  continental  army  or  for  the  recruit- 
ing service,  shall  he  delivereo  to  the  deputy  pay-master  general  of  the  dis- 
trict where  such  advances  may  be  made ;  and  the  said  deputies  are  hereby 
directed  to  keep  a  copy  of  such  accounts  in  a  book  to  be  provided  l^  them 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  transmit  the  originals  immediately  to  the  pay-mas- 
termieral: 

That  the  pay-master  general  shall  keep  regular  books,  and  charge  therein 
all  monies  that  have  been,  or  may  be  advance  to  the  deputies  in  the  several 
department!! :  and  when  he  receives  their  monthly  returns  shall  rive  them 
cre«Rt  for  the  same,  chaiigiog  the  several  regiments  or  persons  to  whom  such 
advances  have  been  made,  and  transmitting  their  accounts  to  the  auditors  of 
the  army  respectively : 

Tlmt  the  auditors  of  the  army  in  the  several  districts  make  monthly 
retarva  tsdie  paymaster-general  of  the  accounts  settled  in  their  office,  par- 
ticulaiiymecityinK  the  manner  in  which  such  accounts  were  balanced,  and 
thMe  date  et  tiie  settlement : 

That  a  deputy  pav-master-general  be  appointed  for  the  army,  under  the 
tmaieifiate  command  of  bis  excellency  general  Washington. 

Jie$olvedf  I1iat  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury  to  consider 
and  report  the  allowaaces  of  pay  to  be  made  to  the  deputy  pay-master 
geoeratatthemain  army,  as  well  as  to  the  deputy  pay-roasters  general  in  the 
other  districts,  and  to  the  clerks  of  the  several  deputy  pay-masters  general. 

Jtoolved,  That  the  assistant  auditor-eeneral  and  tne  secretary  of  the 
board  of  treasury  be  respectively  allowed  the  same  salary  as  is  granted  to  a 
cooamiaaioner  of  the  chamber  of  accounts. 

Id  coosei|ttettce  of  a  nomination  by  the  board  of  treasuiy,  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  an  assistant  auditor-general,  and  a  secretary  to  the 
board  of  treasury;  and»  the  ballots  being  taken,  Josepli  Nourie  was  elected 
aaaifttaiii  auditor-general;  Robert  Troup  secretary  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

In  coaseooeace  of  a  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  the  treasury, 

Remdrtdj  Fhat  William  Colladay,  Matthew  Strong,  James  Johnson,  Samuel 
Nicholas,  William  Gray,  John  Graff,  jr.  Jacob  Masoner,  John  Uazzlewood 
and  Daniel  Wister,  are  appointed  signers  of  the  continental  hills  of  credit 

A  letter,  of  the  18tb,  from  G.  Clinton,  governor  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
was  read,  enclosing  copies  of  sundry  papers,  viz.  No.  1.  A  petition  of  the 
committees  of  Cumberland  county;  3.  A  letter  of  colonel  Patterson  of  Cum- 
berland county  to  governor  Clinton,  May  dth,  1779;  3.  Governor  Clinton's 
letter  of  May  14th,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  committees  of  Cumber- 
land county ;  4.  A  printed  pamphlet,  entitled,  A  public  defence  of  tb^  right 
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of  the  New-Hampshipe  firants.  &c.  and  sundry  other,  papers  relative  to  the 
dispute  between  the>it£te  of  Ne^- York  and  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  dis- 
trict stilinc;  themselves  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Vermont. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole. 

A  motion  was  made  by'Mr.  Morris,  and  seconded  bj  Mr.  DraytoOv. 

*'  That  whenever  the  house  shall  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole»  the 
chairman  be  chosen  by  the  committee  bj  ballot." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Morris, 

M»Jeneg9       Mr.  Scudder, 


N-Hampthire,   Ifr.  Whipple, 

Ma8ia*ttth-JBay,  Mr.  S  .Adams, 

Gcny, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 

Shode-bland,    Mr.  Elleiy, 

Coltins 

ConnecUcuit      Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 

NehO'Torkf        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Morris, 
Floyd, 


PefmaykHuiiOf  Mr.  Annstrong, 

Shippen, 
Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Plater, 


Ddmoare, 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


iK-Caro&na, 
\S.'CanUna, 


Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Drayton^ 


no).* 
ayWy 

ayj 
»y^  • 

ayV» 

»y  >»y 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MONDAY,  May  31, 1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  treasury  relative  to  finance*  and  particularly  that  part  wherein  they 
recommend. 

That  million  of  dollars,  or  such  a  part  thereof  as  shall  be  bitmgKt 

into  the  continental  loan-offices,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  next,  be 

borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  An^rica,  &e. 

On  the  Question, 

Resolved,  That  the  first  blank  be  filled  with  the  word  **  twenty/'  and  the 
second  with  the  word  ^'  Octolier." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  to 
strike  out  the  word  ''offices,"  in  order  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"office  where  Congress  shall  sit;"  and,  on  the  question,  shall  the  word 
offices  stand  ?  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


N.'Hampsihirey  Mr.  Whipple, 
MaMstt^-Baytytt,  S.  Adam% 

Gerry, 
LoveU, 
Holten, 
Bhode-Mand,    Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 


Connecticut, 
Nev-York, 


MvD^eney, 


Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 
Mr.  Jay, 

*    Duane, 

Morris, 

Flovd, 
Mr.  Witherspoon, 


no>^ 


Penn»ykaMU»i  Mr.  Anoftrong, 

Shippen, 
A'tl^e, 

Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
M<Clene, 

Maryland,        Mr.  Plater, 

Carmichae], 

Heniy, 

Jenifer, 

Virginia,  Mr.  Snuth, 

Griffin, 
Fleming, 

N.-CatoUna,      Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
"Sharpe, 

S,'Car9Una,       Mr.  Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

TUESDAY,  June  1 ,  1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and,  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair;  and 
Mr.  Plater  reported,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  have  taken  into  consi* 


JOVBNALS  OP  C0M6RB88, 1779- 


297 


deration  the  letter  of  the  18th  of  May,  from  his  excellency  governor  Clin- 
tm,  the  petition  of  the  comniitteea  of  Caoiberland  coanty,  the  letter  of  colo* 
nel  Patterson  to  governor  Clinton,  governor  Clinton's  answer,  &c.and  have 
come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereon,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report : 

The  report  being  read,  Congress  thereupon  came  to  the  following  teso- 
latioM: 

Whereas  divers  applications  have  been  made  to  Congress  on  the  part  of 
the  slate  of  New- York  and  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshsre,  relative  to  dis- 
toriisnces  and  animosities  amon^  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  known  by 
the  name  of  ^*  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,"  praying  their  interference  for 
the  qnieting  thereof;  Congress  having  taken  the  same  into  consideration, 

Refolvid,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  inhabitants  of 
I  certain  district  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Giants,  and 
mqaire  into  the  reasons  why  thejr  refuse  to  continue  citizens  of  the  respec- 
live  states  which  heretofore  exercised  jurisdiction  over  tiie  said  district;  for 
that  as  Congress  are  in  duty  bound  on  the  one  hand  to  preserve  inviolate 
the  rig^s  of  the  several  states,  so  on  the  other  they  will  always  be  careful 
to  provide  that  the  justice  due  to  the  states  does  not  interfere  with  the  jus- 
tice which  may  be  due  to  individuals : 

That  the  said  committee  confer  with  the  said  inhabitants,  and  that  thejr 
take  every  prudent  measure  to  promote  an  amicable  settlement  of  all  dii- 
ferenc68»  and  prevent  divisions  and  animosities  so  prejudicial  to  the  United 
States. 

Reaolvedf  That  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject  be  postponed  un- 
til tiie  said  oommittee  shall  have  made  report* 

Ordered,  That  they  report  specially  and  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Previous  to  passinc  the  first  resolution, 

A  motion  was  maoe  by  Mr.  Henry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Camiichael,  to  strike 
snt  the  w<»id  "several,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  <^  United;"  and,  on  the 
question,  shall  the  word  several  stand  ?  The  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Henry» 


M-fin^prttrv^  Mr.  Whipple, 
i^iasa'ttU-BBv,  Mr.  GeiTy, 

LoTell, 
Holten, 
RkodB'Jiignd,    Mr.  EUeiy, 


C( 


^^ho-Jene^ 


Mr.  ShemuLTi, 

Hunthigti]^, 

Spencer, 
Mr.Jaj^ 

Duane, 

Morrifl, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Withenpoon,    ay 

Sctidder, 

Fell, 


•y>7 


no  ^no 


Penntifhiania, 


Maryland^ 


FirgifAh 


N.'CarvUna9 


S,'CaroUnaf 


Mr.  PUter, 

Cumichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Flemini;', 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


ay>ey 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bestdtftdt  That  to-morrow  be  assi^ed  for  electing  the  committee. 

Baolved^  unanimously^  That  Ae  president  inform  the  governor  of  the 
&tate  of  New-Tork,  that  a  more  early  attention  would  have  been  paid  to  the 
brening  applications  of  that  state,  relating  to  the  disturbances  mentioned  in 
his  several  letters,  had  it  not  been  prevented  by  matters  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance ;  and  that  Congress  will  continue  to  pay  equal  attention  to  tho 
rights  of  that  state  with  those  of  other  states  in  the  union. 

Ordared,  ThU  Mr.  Plater  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  2, 1779. 

Raolved,  That  the  committee  to  repair  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  New- 
VoL.m.  S8 
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Hampshire  Grants,  consist  of  five,  anj  three  of  whom  to  be  empowered  to 
^ct:  the  members  chosen,  Mi%  Ellsworth^.  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Wtthecspooo, 
Mr.  Atlee,  and  Mr.  Root. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered  to  engage  such  per- 
sons, and  on  such  terms  as  thej  may  think  proper,  to  sign  tne  continental 
bills  of  credit,  reporting,  from  time  to  time,  tneir  names  to  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Langworthy :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Wynkoop. 

On  motion  of  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  marine  committee,  one  an  the 
room  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut,  and  the  other  in  the  room  of  Mr^ 
R.  H.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  who  are  absent :  the  membera  chosen,  Mr.  Hunting- 
top,  for  Connecticut ;  Mr,  Fleming  for  Virginia. 

THURSDAY,  Jum  3,  1779. 

Mr.  Lewis,  a  delegate  from  New-York,  attended,  and  took  bis  seat  in 
Corferess. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Scudder,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  m>m  brigadier-general  Thompson  and  col.  Webb^ 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  sundry  others,  representing,  <<that  i^n.  CliDfon 
had  consented  to  their  retiring  into  the  country  on  parole,  untd  such  time 
as  they  shall  be  called  for ;  and  that  he  required  in  return  that  they  should 
obtain  permission  for  generals  Philips  and  Reidesel,  with  their  aids-ae-caa»p, 
and  capt.  Watterson  of  the  Slst  regiment,  to  go  into  New- York  on  the  same 
condition ;  and  prajing  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  comply  with  the 
said  proposal  for  their  parole  exchange,"  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
•  Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorizea  to  make  such  and 
so  many  parole  exchanges  as  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  judge  beneficial  or 
expedient 

FRIDAY,  Jum  4,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  report, 

''  That  the  board  having  considered  a  letter  from  Ebenezer  Hancock,  de- 
puty pay-master  general  in  the  eastern  department,  dated  May  20th,  reqnest- 
ing  that  a  sum  of  money  be  remitted  for  the  use  of  the  military  chest  at  Bos- 
ton :  that  1,200,000  dollars  having  been  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  for  the 
use  of  the  detachment  of  the  army  to  the  eastward,  and  ordered  into  the 
hands  of  Benjamin  Stelle,  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Hancock,  in  addition  to  100,000 
dollars  which  he  is  to  receive  of  Nathaniel  Appleton,  esq.  commissioner  of 
the  continental  loan-office  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  they  are  of 
opinion  it  is  unnecessary  to  keep  two  distinct  military  chests  for  the  service 
of  one  detachment ;"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  E.  Hancock  repair  to  the  detachment  of  the  army  at  Pro- 
vidence, and  take  the  charge  of  the  military  chest  there,  and  that  the  suma 
requisite  for  the  service  of  Boston  be  supplied  out  of  the  said  chest. 

Resolved,  That  10,000,100  dollars,  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States, 
be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  o{  treasury  and  on  the  faith  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emissions  directed  on  the  5th  of  May  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the 
last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  follow- 
ing denominations,  viz. 


45,455  bins  of  60  dollars  each,  2,737,300 

45,455  do.       50              -  2,272,750 

45,455  do.       40         '    -  1,818,200 

45,455  do.       30             -  1,363,650 

45,455  do.       20              .  909,100 


45,455  bills  of  8  doUan  each,  363,640 

45,455  do.       7  -  318,185 

45,455  do.       5  -  227^86 

glO,000.1C-v 
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SATURDAY,  June  5,  1779. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  was  read  ; 
"Whereupon, 

Bnolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  treasury  of  March  17th, 
1779,  be  re^considered. 

The  said  report  being  read.  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

"Whereas,  by  a  receipt  of  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  dated  the 
1st  of  July,  1777,  and  other  eTidence^  it  appears  that  Elias  Boudinot  supplied 
him  with  2000  dollars  in  bills  of  credit  intended  to  have  been  placed  in  the 
continental  funds ;  that  in  consequence  of  a  refusal  of  John  Borden,  esq. 
commissioner  of  the  continental  loan*office  in  New-Jersey,  to  issue  certifi* 
cates  inpart  of  a  warrant  drawn  on  him  by  the  president  of  Congress  in  fa- 
vor of  William  Palfrey,  esq.  the  matter  has  been  suspended : 

Resolved^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  said  Joseph  Borden,  esq.  in  favour 
of  the  said  Ellas  Boudinot,  for  2000  dollars,  in  loan-office  certificates,  bear- 
ing date  the  1st  of  July,  1777,  in  full  for  a  like  sum  delivered  by  him  to  Wil- 
liam Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general;  who  is  to  be  accountable. 

According  to  die  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  M. 
Smith.  Mr.  Carmichael,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Searle,  on  thememorial  of 
Mr.  de  Francey,  which  is  as  follows : 

**  The  committee  to  whom  Mr.  de  Francey's  memorial  was  committed, 
report. 

That  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  Congress,  they  have  conferred  with 
Mr.  de,Francey : 

That  he  has  delivered  to  the  committee  divers  invoices  of  cargoes  shipped 
in  France  by  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  viz.  cargo  by  the  Amphitrite,  and  inte- 
rest toSlst  March,  1779, 782,827  livres  ;  Seine,  687,515  ;  Mercure,  700,594  ; 
Amelie,  230,174;  Therese,  985,817;  Mere  Bobie,  66,750;  Marie  Catharine, 
148,075;  Flamand,  545,416. — Also,  a  general  account. of  disbursements  by 
Mons.  Carabasse,  at  Cape  Francois,  forpurchasingBermudian  boats  to  take 
the  cargoes  of  the  Amelie  send  Therese,  115,000;  demurrage  paid  Mr. 
Mootbxen,  on  the  Therese,  Flamand,  and  Amphitrite,  agreeable  to  contract 
with  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  141,400,  and  of  sums  advanced  to  Silas  Deane,  esq. 
and  paid  by  his  order,  together  with  interest,  144,524,  making  4,547,593 
livres :  equal  to  iSl  98,957  sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  on  which  no  commission 
is  yet  charged,  nor  premium  of  insurance,  if  insurance  was  made.  Thear- 
tides  of  commission  and  insurance,  as  well  as  Mr.  Beaumarchais's  account 
in  general,  is  committed  for  adjustment  to  the  commissioners  of  these  states 
to  me  court  of  Versaifles. 

In  abatement  of  the  abovementioned  sum,  Mr.  de  Francey  admits  about 
SOO,000  livres,  orj&ld,125  sterling,  and  1 15|  hogsheads  of  toWco,  exported 
YD  the  Fier  Roderique,  the  net  proceeds  of  which  remain  unsettled.  Mr. 
Francey  also  supposes  there  are  uirther  charges  to  be  brought  to  the  debit  of 
the  ^neral  account,  and  intimates  that  there  may  be  some  few  errors  in  the 
invoices,  but  reouests  that  the  commercial  committee  may  be  directed  to  en- 
ter on  their  books  the  amount  of  the  invoices  as  they  now  stand,  remarking 
that  errors  may  be  hereafter  redressed.  Mr.  Francey,  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
mittee, of  the  24th  of  May,  1779,  writes— 

"Mr.  Beauroarchais's  claims  a^nst  Congress  i^nount  to  about  |g200,000 
sterling,  not  including  the  commission  and  other  charges,  as  these  are  to  be 
determined  between  the  American  commissioners  and  Mr.  Beaumarchais, 
in  France.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  fix  at  this  moment  the  exact  amount  of 
the  debt,  but  I  am  very  certain  it  will  exceed  £900fiOO :  in  order  to  discharge 
a  part  of  it  directly,  I  would  propose  to  have  bills  drawn  by  Congress  upon 
the  plenipotentiary  minister  of  tne  United  States  at  Paris,  to  the  order  of 
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M  r.  Beaamarchais,  payable  at  the  end  of  three  yean^  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent*  annually  for  the  amount  of  jg  100,000  sterling,  in  50  bills  of 
-gSOOO  each.  lu  the*^mean  while  I  should  wish  that  produce  of  this  country 
should  be  purchased  to  load  without  delay  some  vessels  which  I  expect  daiU, 
and  by  which  I  will  receive  all  the  papers  that  may  be  necessary  to  settle 
finally  this  transaction." 

From  the  several  accounts  abovementioned,  all  which  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  Congress,  it  appears  that  Mr  Beaumarchaia  has  a  just 
claim  on  these  states  for  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  it  is  not  in  their  power, 
with  any  degree  of  exactness,  to  ascertain  the  amount. 

They  begTeave  to  recommend  to  Congress, 

Ist.  To  give  the  necessary  directions  for  discovering  what  articles  of  mer- 
chandise, warlike  stores,  and  other  articles,  hAve  been  received  in  these 
states  from  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  and  Mr.  Carabasse,  and  in  whM  manner  the 
Bermudian  boats,  said  to  have  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Carabasse,  have  beea 
disposed  of: 

Also  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  direct  tiie  committee  for  for^pi  af- 
fairs to  write  immediately  to  uie  commissioners  at  the  Court  of  France,  and 
desire  them  to  transmit  an  account  of  their  proceedings  in  Mr.  Beanmar- 
chais's  account,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  I3th  day  of  April, 

irrs: 

That  in  the  meanwhile  the  committee  on  the  treasury  be  directed  to  pre- 

Sare  proper  bills  of  exchange  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
'ranee,  payable  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais's  order  at  the  end  of  three  years  from 
the  date,  with  interest  to  be  paid  annually  at  six  per  cent.  That*bills  to  be 
for  different  sums,  from  dBlOOO  to  4000  sterling,  or  the  value  thereof  in  livres, 
and  six  bills  to  each  set,  and  to  amount  in  the  whole  to  100,000  louis  d'or  or 
6,400,000  livres  of  France : 

That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  de  Francey 
all  the  nierchantable  tobacco  belonging  to  these  states,  and  now  in  store  in 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  North-Carolina,  and  to  consign  the  ship  Chase  and 
her  cam>  of  tobacco  to  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais." 

On  tiie  question  to  agree  to  these  several  recommendations  and  direc- 
tions, reported  by  the  committee,  resolved  in  tiie  affirmative. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Xeiolved^  That  one  more  blank  commission  be  sent  to  the  commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  department,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  name  of 
such  faithful  chief  as  they  shall  deem  worthy  of  that  honor. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  extracts 
from  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  general-officers  on  the  claim  of  major 
Powell,  or  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  sundry  papers  relative  to  colonel 
Dubois's  claim  of  rank ;  Whereupon, 

J^esol/cedj  That  colonel  Dubois  rank  in  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  after  colonel  Van  Cortiandt  and  colonel  Gansevoort. 

Beiolved,  That  the  commission  of  major,  granted  to  captain  Powell  in  the 
12th  Pennsylvania  reeiment,  be  vacated,  and  that  the  rank  of  the  efficers 
continue  the  same  as  &ey  were  at  the  time  of  passing  the  resolution  for  in- 
corporating Patton's  and  Hartley's  regiments  and  the  independent  compa- 
nies, and  nse  according  to  the  principle  or  rule  established  in  the  army. 

MONDAY,  June  7,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th,  from  Amos  Wilkinson,  captain  of  artillery,  was  read, 
requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

ReaohSif  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  J.  Wadsworth,  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases, was  read;  Whereupon, 
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Baolved  muunnumslif.  That  Congress  hatre  full  confidence  in  the  integri- 
ty sad  abilitiefl  of  the  qoarter-master  general  and  commissarj-^eneral ;  and 
udiQi^  there  ia  reason  to  believe  that  abases  have  been  committed  by  infe- 
rior oficerB  IB  their  respective  departments,  yet  Congress  are  p4rsnaded  that 
BNUiyof  tiiem  deserve  well  of  their  country ;  and  that  measures  will  speedi- 
ly be  taken  to  distinguish  such  of  them  as  have  been  faithful  from  such  as 
liave  been  otherwise*  and  thereby  cause  justice  to  be  done  to  all :    . 

That  cokmel  Wadsworth  be  informed  that  at  so  critical  a  season  as  the 
opemng  ^f  a  campa^,  sudden  changes  in  the  appointment  of  principal  offi- 
cers  in  his  department  would  be  inexpedient  ana  daneerous,  and  therefore 
that  ihtj  cannot  accept  his  resignation ;  and  farther,  Uiat  Congress  expect 
bis  deputies  and  agents  will  pot  expose  themselves  to  the  resentment  of 
their  coontry.  or  embarrass  the  service,  by  c|uitting  it  at  so  critical  a  period, 
but,  by  exertins  their  utmost  efforts  in  their  several  places,  manifest  tlieir 
ability  and  public  spirit. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  having  nominated  John  Peirce  to  the  ofRce 
of  deputy  nay-master  general  to  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of 
general  Washington,  Congress  proceeded  to  an  election;  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken,  Mr.  John  Peirce  was  chosen. 

Tnie  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  council 
of  Jhiassachasetts-Bay,  dated  the  23d  of  February,  1779,  respecting  the 
powers  of  foreign  consuls,  report, 

^  That  as  by  the  31  st  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  it  is  provided,  that 
the  two  contracting  parties  grant  mutually  the  liberty  of  having  each  in  the 
ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  agents  and  eommis&aries,  whose 
lunctions  shall  be  related  by  a  particular  agreement,  it  seems  necessary 
tbatperMNis  be  anpomted  by  Congress  to  adjust  and  settle  with  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  ot  France  the  powers  and  privileges  of  consuls  in  the  ports 
ofeimer  nation;''  Whereupon, 

Absolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  afore- 
!^d:  tkememt>ers  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  Dickinson. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

JSesahedf  That  every  despatch  received  by  the  house,  and  on  which  no 
other  order  shall  be  made,  shall  be  of  course  considered  as  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  farther  consideration : 

That  on  every  day  upon  which  it  has  been  resolved  to  proceed  on  the  or- 
tler  of  the  day  after  reading  the  journals  and  despatches,  the  house  will  pro- 
ceed accordingly ;  and  no  other  order  than  is  aim ve  mentioned  shall  be  made 
on  any  despatch,  unless  it  be  by  unanimous  consent:  that  this  rule  continue 
in  force  until  Congress  shall  have  gone  throush  the  reports  of  the  bijard  of 
treasury  relative  to  finance,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on 
foreign  affairs,  and  of  that  on  the  communications  from  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  France,  and  no  longer. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported, 

That  they  have  considered  the  memorial  of  major  James  Quarles^  of  the 
^  Viigiuia  state  regiment,  dated  at  Philadelpliia,  June  the  4th,  1779,  refer- 
red to  them,  and  finding  the  three  dollars  per  day  allowed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  4th  of  September  last  to  officers  ordered  on  business  not  incidental  to 
their  office,  were  not  intended  as  an  allowance  for  their  whole  expenses,  but 
ss  an  addition  to  their  pay  and  subsistence  whilst  on  such  business,  and  that 
all  the  accounts  of  the  army  since  the  date  of  that  resolution  have  been  set- 
tled agreeably  thereto,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  tlie  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tion cannot  be  granted : 

On  the  question,  Bemivedy  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

J<e8ohed,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  authorized,  from 
time  to  time,  to  pay  to  tfie  order  of  officers  and  soldiers  in  captivity,  any 
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sums  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  their  pay  and  subsistence,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  assist  their  families ;  and  tnat  he  make  monthly  returns  to 
tiie  pay-master  general  of  their  accounts  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be  hereaf- 
ter dlowed  the  same  salary  as  is  granted  to  a  commissioner  of  the  chamber 
of  accounts. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  havinff  nominated  Thomas  Reed  to  the 
office  of  deputy  pay -master  general  at  Albany,  Congress  proceeded  to  the 
election ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Thomas  Reed  was  chosen. 

TUESDAY,  June  8, 1779. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  aflbirs,  and  on  the 
question,  shall  Mr.  R.  Izard  be  recalled  ? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


New-Ibmipahirt,  Mr.  Whipple, 
Manc^atU'Bay%  Mr.  S.  Adams^ 

Geny, 
LoveU, 
Uolten, 
Mr.  Eilery, 

Mr.  Shennaiv 
Hunting^toii, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris^ 
Floyd, 
Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


>no 


CaimieeUcuU 


^ew'Twhi 


NeuyJeney^ 


no  ^no 

no*^ 

ay 

no 

no_ 

ay>ay 

V> 

no  vay 

ay  W 

ay 

ayj 


nop 
ay5 


div. 


PenMifhania, 


no 


Ddaware, 
Maryktnd^ 


Ftrgima, 


N^-CaraHna, 


S.'Car6Hna9 


Mr.  Annttrong,  no' 
Shippen,  no 
Searle,  no 

Mnhtenbeig,  ay 
M'Clene,  .  do 
W^'nkcx^,      ay, 

Mr.  Dickinson,      ay  ^«y 

Mr.Tlater,  ay"^ 

Paca,  ayl 

Carmichielv    ay  >«y 
Hennr, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Btirke, 
Ssharpe, 

Mr.  Laurensj, 
Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong, 

*'  That  Mr«  lamrd  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense  ofCongress  that  he  need 

not  repair  to  America  until  it  suits  his  convenience.'' 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 
Hesftlvedp  That  the  words  '<  until  it  suits  his  convenience,"  be  struck  out 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays 

being  required  by  Mr.  Paca, 


N^'Han^Mre^  Mr.  Whipple, 
Mat9(^9tt9-Bay,  Mr.  S.  Aoains, 

Geny, 
Lovell, 
Hohen, 
JRhode-hlondt    Mr.  Eilery, 

Collins, 


Omnecticutf 


New-Ymh, 


Alew-Jertey, 


Mr.  Sherman, 

Hunting^n, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 


ay 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Penntylvama,  Mr.  Annstrong, 

Shippen, 
Seme, 
Muhlenbeig', 
M*Clene, 
Wynkoq), 

Mr.  Dickenon, 

Mr.  Plater 
Paca, 

Cannichael 
Heniy, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Sntttli, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Shaipe, 

ftlr.  Laurens, 
Dnyton, 


Virgima, 


N^CmreMn/^ 


S.'Caro&na, 


no 


no 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflBrmative. 

On  the  question,  shall  Mr.  W.  Lee  be  recalled,  the  jeas  and  nays  being 
required  bj  Mr.  Smith, 


JgUdpUmd,   Mr. 


N^HamfMre,   Mr.  Whipple, 
Mm^MU'Si^,  Mr.  S.  Adam% 

Geny, 

Holteiv 

EUeiy, 

CoUins, 

Mr.  Shemian 
Huntingdon, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duiine, 
Moiris, 
Floyd, 
Lewifl, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
FeU, 


no  ^no 


DeUiware, 
MaryUmdt 


Afap-ronl^ 


Pettntyhtama,  Mr.  Annstrong, 

Shippen, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
M*Clene, 
Wynkoop, 

^Ir.  Dickinson, 

Bfr.  Pkter, 
Paca, 

Cannichael, 
Henry, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Peniv 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


>no 


Firgimat 


N.-Cardma^ 


S^'ComSnttf 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Sherman,  ^*  that 
Mr.  W.  Lee  be  informecl  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Congress  that  he  need  not  im- 
pair to  America." 

On  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Smithy 


If.-Hampthirej  Mr.  Whipple, 
J6»Hi'«^iZay,Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gciry, 
Lovell, 
Hohen, 
BhtA^Mmd^    Mr.  Ellery, 

Collins, 


ay  }.ay 


Comtc^aUj 


Sew-Tork, 


yiewJentjff 


Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 

Floyd, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 


ay 


PettruyhaniOf   Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
M*Clene, 
Wynkoop, 

Mr.  l)ickinaon, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Heny, 

Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drajrtoo, 


Delaware^ 
Marylaiulf 


Virginia, 


M'CaroSna, 


S.'CanUnmf 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Aefofoed,  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner 
for  these  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

The  7th  proposition  in  the  report ^eing  read,  viz.  <'  that  no  plenipotentiary 
mioister  or  commissioner  for  these  United  States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall 
exercise  any  other  public  office :"  after  debate,  the  previous  question  was 
noved  by  Mr.  Moms,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  and  being  passed  in 
the  affirmative,  the  main  question  was  set  aside 

The  Sth  proposition  being  read,  "that  no  person  be  appointed  plenipoten- 
tiary minister  or  commissioner  of  these  United  States,  who  is  not  a  citizen 
thereof,  and  who  has  not  a  fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein." 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  S«  Adams,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris. 

A  division  of  the  mun  question  was  required ;  and  on  the  previous  ques- 
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lion  on  the  first,  viz.  **  that  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiarj  miniater 
or  commissioner  for  these  United  States,  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof." 
The  jeas  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Penn, 


y.'Hampthirey 

Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  S.  Adams 

ay; 

>^y  1 

Delawaref 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

JIJan'ttt^Batf, 

ay  i 

Maryland^ 

Mir.Paca, 

Gerry, 

*yWv 

Henry, 

Lovell, 

ay^y 

Jenifer, 

Holten, 

ay) 

Virginia^ 

Mr.  Smith, 

Moik-Island, 

BIr.  EUery, 

•'b 

Griffin, 

Collins, 

Fleming, 

Cmnecticut, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

»y  W 

N,'CaroSna, 

Mr.  Penn, 

.Vew-Yorh, 

Mr.  Jay, 

no") 

Burke, 

Duane, 

no>no 

Sharpe, 

Floyd, 

*y5 

S.' Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 

Penntyhmmoy 

Mr.  Armstrong', 
Shippen, 
Sesjie, 

»yl 
»y 

ay  L.. 

Drayton, 

Muhlenberg, 

ay 

**j 

M*Clene, 

*y 

Wynkoop, 

ayj 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatitre,  and  that  part  of  the  main  question 
set  aside. 

The  previous  question  being  put  on  the  latter  part,  passed  in  tb«  affinna- 
tive,  and  tiiat  part  was  lilso  set  aside. 

^'EDNESDAY,  June  9,  1779. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Floyd  and  Mr.  S.  Adams  have  leave  of  absence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 
Besolved^  That  die  management  of  all  business  relating  to  the  marine  of 
these  United  States,  be  vested  in  commissioners. 

THURSDAY,  June  10,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain  Loizeau, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  major-general  Gates  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  case 
of  Auguatin  Loizeau,  a  Canadian,  late  a  captain  in  col.  James  Livingston's 
regiment,  and  dismissed  from  the  service  pui*suant  to  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  held  in  January  last  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  and  report  to  Con* 
gress  the  result  of  such  enquiry,  and  his  opinion  whether,  from  a  conBidera- 
tion  of  all^  circumstances,  capt.  Loizeau  merits  forgiveness  and  to  be  re- 
stored to  his  rank  in  said  regiment  or  not. 

The  board  of  war  having  further  reported. 

That  Mons.  Garanger  and  his  brother  were  engaeed  under  the  contract 
with  Mons.  du  Coudray,  in  October,  1776,  in  the  ranks,  the  memorialist  of  a 
captain,  and  his  brother  of  a  lieutenant  of  bombardiers :  that  both  the  me- 
morialist and  his  bother  were  made  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  and  detained 
at  New- York  for  twelve  months,  until  they  were  exchanged,  a  few  months 
ago,  as  French  prisoners :  that  it  appears  both  these  gentlemen  are  entitled  to 
par  under  the  contract,  and  as  Mons.  Garanger  princes  ample  certificates 
of  his  knowledge  in  his  profession,  and  of  his  good  character,  it  seems  to  the 
board  proper. 

That  he  proceed  to  the  grand  army,  there  to  exhibit  such  proofs  of  his 
talents  and  merit  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  enable  the  commander  iu 
chief  to  certify  to  Congress  the  propriety  or  inexpediency  of  retaining  him 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  what  rank,  if  he  shall  entitle  him- 
self to  a  favorable  certificate  from  gen.  Washington  : 

Resolved,  That  Coneress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

^  That  Silas  Deane,  esq.  be  ordered  not  to  depart  the  United  States  with- 
out the  special  permission  of  Congress ;  and  that  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  be  direct- 
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ed  forthwith  to  repair  to  America,  in  order  the  better  to  enable  Congress  to 
eDOttire  into  the  truth  of  the  several  allegations  and  suggestions  made  by  the 
said  Arthur  Lee»  in  his  correspondence  with  Congress,  against  the  said  Silas 
Detue: 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was  moved 
bj  Mr.  Gerry,  and  seconded  bj  Mr.  S.  Adams ;  and  a  division  of  the  main 
question  being  called  for. 

And  on  the  question  to  acree  to  the  previous  question  for  ordering  Mr. 
Deane  not  to  depart  the  United  States  without  the  special  permission  of 
Congress,  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

'^y  /^7    {Penruifbania,     Mr.  Annstrong,     ay' 


Bhoie^Mmd, 


Mr.  Whipple^ 
Mm^Mttd^Bay,  Mr.  S.  Aduna, 

Geny, 
Lovel^ 
Holten, 

Mr.  EUety, 
Collins, 

Mr.  Shemian, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 

Hb.  Scudder, 
FeU, 


New-Tori, 


ay") 

ayj 

ayS 
ayj.ay 

•yi 

(no 


no 
no 


\3£nyiandf 


VurgifUa, 
^.'CaroSna, 


S^CatoUna, 


Shippen,  ay 

Searle,  ay 

Muhlenbei^,  no 
M<Clene,  ay 
Wynkoop,       ay 

Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
(;riffin, 
Fleniing,  . 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurem^ 


no 


Drayton, 

So  tiie  states  were  equally  divided,  and  the  question  lost. 
On  the  Question  to  agree  to  the  main  question  for  ordering  Mr.  Deane  not 
to  depart,  «cc.  ^*ie  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Holten, 


N^Oxmptkire^   Mr.  Whipple, 
i&Mta'jd»-jBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Gerry, 
Loveil, 
Holten, 

Mr.  Elleiy, 
Collins, 

Ifr.  Sherman, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 

Ifr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


CumetHcui, 
ifaoJeraey, 


no  )-no    jPotfuyibama,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Searie, 
Muhlent>eig, 
M'Clene    . 
Wynkoop, 
3£tryland,        Mr.  Paca, 

Caimichaiel, 

Hennr, 

Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming 
Griiiin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 


Fif^imaf 


yi'CaroUna^ 


S^CaroUna, 


*y 


»y 


*y 


Drayton,  a; 

So  the  states  were  equally  divided  and  the  question  was  lost. 
On  the  question  to  t^ree  to  the  previous  question  on  the  second  part,  for 
directing  Mr.  A.  Lee  to  repur  forthwith  to  America,  &c. 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  that  the  main  questipn  be  not  now  put. 

FRIDAY,  June  11. 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  J.  Read,  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvaniiy 
to  the  delegates  of  the  said  state^  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan 
fer  regulating  the  departmenta  of  the  quarter-master  and  commissary-gen- 
^ ;  and  that  the  committee  confer  with  the  supreme  executi?e  council  of 
^enQsyWaniA  thereon,  and  report  on  Monday  next. 
Vol.  in.  39 
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The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Laurens,  Mr  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Smith,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  plans 
relative  to  finance,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration; 
and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  20,000,000  of  dollars,  or  such  part  thereof  as  shall  be 
brought  into  the  continental  loan -offices  on  or  before  the  first  daj  of  October 
next,  to  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  of  Amenca,  at  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

For  facilitating  the  said  loan, 

Besolvedf  lat.  That  the  loan -offices  in  every  state  do  immediately  open 
sttbscriptioiis  for  the  said  loan  : 

2d.  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  several  states  be  requested  im- 
mediately to  appoint  persons  of  character  and  influence  in  every  county 
town  or  district,  to  receive  subscriptions  and  transmit  the  same  to  the 
loan-officer  or  officers  iu  the  states  respectively : 

3d.  That  no  subscription  be  received  for  less  than  500  dollars : 

4th.  That  all  subscriptions  under  10,000  dollars  shall  be  paid  into  the 
loan-office  where  the  same  shall  be  subscribed,  or  into  the  hands  of  the  per- 
son obtaining  the  subscription,  within  14  days  after  the  subscription  snail 
be  made: 

5th.  That  any  person  subscribing  10,000  dollars,  or  upwards,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to -pay  the  same  at  two  periods,  to  wit,  one  half  within  14  days  after 
the  svlMcription,  the  residue  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next :  the 
whole  to  bear  interest  from  the  time  of  the  first  payment,  provided  the  other 
payment  shall  be  punctually  made : 

6th.  That  each  lender  shall  have  his  election  either  to  receive  the  principal 
at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  or  to  continue  it  in 
the  funds  on  interest  until  the  whole  amount  of  continental  bills  circolating 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  in  circulation  at  the  time  of  the  loan. 

7th.  That  interest  on  all  sums  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  Uan-office  be- 
fore the  said  first  day  of  October,  or  which  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid  agree- 
ably to  tiie  terms  of  the  5th  resolution  aforesaid,  shall  be  payable  annually  at 
the  continental  loan-office  of  the  state  in  which  the  money  was  originally  sub- 
scribed: 

^.  That  die  loan  officers  shall  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasary  monthly 
returns  of  all  sums  subscribed  and  received  in  their  respective  omces : 

9th.  That  as  Congress  are  bound  by  every  motive  of  policy,  and  of  public 
and  private  justice,  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  paper  money  emitted  bj 
their  authority,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States ;  so  it  is  their  intention  not 
only  to  avoid  furth^  emissions,  but  to  diminish  the  quantity  in  circulation^ 
provided  that  the  respective  states,  by  correspondent  and  vigorous  exertions, 
shall  pa]|it  in  their  power  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  sixth  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  besog 
required  by  Mr.  Smitii, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
J^£at9^9tt9'3ay9  Mr.  Gerry, 

S.  Adams, 
Holten, 
likode^Jblandf  Mr.  Eileiy, 

Collins, 
C9nmclieutf     Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 


ayj^ay 


Mw-Tork, 


JVhoJb'aev,      Mr.  Scudder, 

FeU, 
Pentughania,  Mr.  Aitnatrong, 

Shippen, 
Searle, 
M'Clene, 
Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickiimm, 
M'Kean, 

Mr.  Camadiae]* 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming, 
Griffin, 


Hetauxorf, 
Virginia^ 
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N.rCaF9ima,      Ifr.  Peniv  ay^         Sn-CaroUnOf      Mr.  Laureiu,  ay  ^ay 

Burke,  ^y>'^y 

Shatpe,  ay  3 

So  it  was  resolTed  in  the  affirmative. 

SATURDAY,  June  12,  1779. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  a  form  of  a  commission  for  officers  of 
the  staff*;  the  same  was  read,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

'*  The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled ,  to 
greeting :  We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  vour  patriotism^ 
prudence  and  fidelity,  do  bj  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you  to 
be  You  are  therefore  faithfully  and  diligently  to  discharge 

the  dutj  of  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things  there- 

unto belonging.  And  jou  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  direc- 
tiona,  froin  time  to  time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  or  committee  of  Congress  for  that  purpose  appointed,  a 
committee  of  the  states,  or  commander  in  chief  for  tne  time  being  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer,  according  to 
the  rules  and  discipline  of  war,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you. 
This  commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Con- 
gress, the  committee  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  or  a  committee  of  the 
states. 

Witness  president  of  the  Congress 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 

day  of  and  ip  tlie  year  of  our  independence. 

Entered  in  the  war-office,  and  examined  by  the  board, 

secretary  of  the  board  of  war." 

Congress  took  into  Consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Dr.  John  Morgan,  late  director-general  and  physician  in  chief 
in  the  general  hospitals  of  the  United  States,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
t'ollowiBg  resolutions : 

Whereas  by  the /eport  of  the  medical  committee,  confirmed  by  Congress  on 
the  9ih  of  August,  1 777,  it  appears  that  Dr.  John  Morgan,  late  director-general 
and  chief  physician  of  the  general  hospitals  of  the  United  States,  had  been 
removed  from  office  on  the  9th  of  January,  1777,  by  reason  of  the  general 
complaint  of  persons  of  all  ranks  in  the  army,  and  the  critical  state  of  affiiirs 
at  that  time  ;  and  that  the  said  Dr.  John  Morgan  requesting  an  inquiry  into 
his  conduct,  it  was  thought  proper  that  a  committee  of  Confess  snould  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose :  ana,  whereas,  on  the  18th  day  of  September  last* 
such  a  committee  was  appointed,  before  whom  the  said  Dr.  John  Moigan 
hath  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  vindicated  his  conduct  in  every  respect 
as  director -eenpral  and  physician  in  chief,  upon  the  testimony  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  general-officers,  officers  in  the  general  hospital  department^ 
and  other  officers  in  the  army,  shewing  that  the  said  director-general  did 
conduct  himself  ably  and  faithfully  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  bis 
office:  therefore, 

Heaolved,  That  Congress  are  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Dr.  John  Mor- 
gan while  acting  as  director-gencaral  and  physician  in  chief  in  the  general 
hospitals  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  resolution  be  published. 

MONDAY,  June  14,  1779. 

Mr.  Marchant,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  attended,  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  that  state,  which  were  read. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr. 
Burke,  appointed  ^'  to  report  a  plan  for  putting  tiie  quarter-master  general 
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and  commissary -general's  departments  on  a  different  footing  with  respect 
to  the  expenditure  of  public  money,"  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  empowered  to  allow  and 
pay  for  a  wagon,  driver  and  four  horses,  131  dollars,  one  ration  and  forage 
per  day ;  shoeing  the  horses,  if  done  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  dfeducted  ^om  the  wages. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  these  states  to  exempt  all  drivers 
of  wagons  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from  militia  duties, 
and  from  all  nnes  on  that  account,  while  they  are  engaged  in  the  service ; 
and  that  such  service  shall  be  considered  and  allowed  as  their  tour  of  duty 
in  (he  militia  for  such  time  as  tliey  are  thus  engaged. 

lUESDAY,  June  15,  1779^ 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  was  readt  charging  Dr.WilUam 
Shippen,  jun.  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  mal-practices  and 
misconduct  in  office,  and  declaring  his  readiness  to  give  before  the  proper 
court  having  iurisdiction,  the  necessary  evidence  in  the  premises  against  the 
said  Dr.  WiUiam  Shippen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Eesolvedj  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  be  transmitted  to  the  command- 
er in  chief,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  cause  such  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon,  as  that  the  charges  alluded  to  in  it  be  speedily  enquired  into,  and 
justice  done. 

Ordeaed^  That  an  extract  of  the  letter^  with  the  above  resolution^be  trans- 
mitted to  Dr.  Shippen. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  16, 1779. 

The  committee,  consistingof  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Armstrong, and  Mr.  Sharpe, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  7th  of  June,  from  governor  Clinton, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Reived  unanimousltf.  That  the  officers  acting  under  the  state  of  New- 
York,  who  were  lately  restrained  of  their  liberty  by  certain  persons  of  a  dis- 
trict called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  ought  to  be  immediatelj^  liberated. 

Resolved  unanimouslUf  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  in- 
habitants of  a  certain  district  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire 
€hrant8,  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  matters  and  things  contained  in  the 
letters  of  eov.  Clinton,  of  the  27th  of  May,  and  of  the  7th  inst.  and  that  copies 
of  the  said  letters  be  transmitted  to  the  said  committee,  and  that  they  be  di- 
rected to  report  specially  to  Congress. 

Resolved  unanimously t  That  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress,  bj  their 
resolution  of  the  1st  inst.  nor  ought  the  same,  or  any  other  part  thereof,  to 
be  construed  to  hold  up  principles  subversive  of,  or  unfavorable  to,  the  in- 
ternal policy  of  any  or  either  of  the  United  States : 

That  as  Congress  expect  very  salutary  effects  from  the  appointment  of  the 
said  committee,  therefore  all  further  proceedings  on  governor  Clinton's  let- 
ter be  postponed  until  they  report 

FRIDAY,  June  18,  1779. 

A  letter  of  the  6th,  from  major-general  W.  Philips,  was  read,  recommend- 
ing capt.  Featherstone,  of  the  convention  troops,  who  comes  to  Philadelphia 
by  permission  of  ^vemor  Henry  and  col.  Bland,  to  be  exchanged,  and  inti- 
mating that  captain  Featherstone  should  be  exchanged  as  lieutenant,  his  pro- 
motion to  a  captain-lieutenancy  having  happened  since  the  convention  ; 
Whereupon, 
*  Resolved,  That  captain  Featherstone  repair  immediately  to  the  town  of 
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Moant-Hollj,  and  remain  there  until  the  treaty  for  his  exchange -between 
the  commanders  in  chief  of  both  armies  shall  be  terminated  ;  and  that  the 
president  write  to  the  general  upon  that  subject,  and  inform  him  that  Con- 

S ess  have  no  otjection  to  the  captain's  exchange  as  a  lieutenant,  provided 
e  princiDle  on  which  the  same  shall  be  made  be  fuUj  established,  and  that 
he  giveoraers  respecting  captain  Featherstone's  route  to  New- York,  in  case 
the  exchange  take  place. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  report. 

That  thejr  have,  according  to  order,  prepared  bills  of  exchange  on  the  mi- 
Ulster  pleniDotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Caron  ae  Beaumarchais,  consisting  of  fifty  8et;s,  six  \A\h  to  each  set,  as 
specified  in  a  schedule  annexed,  all  dated  the  15th  day  of  this  inst.  June, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  2,400,000  livres  tournois,  and  payable  the  15th 
day  of  June*  1782;  and  also  six  sets,  six  bills  to  each  set,  all  dated  the  same 
day,  drawn  on  the  said  minister,  in  favor  of  the  said  Mr.  C.  de  Beaumar- 
chais, for  the  yearlv  interest  of  the  said  principal  sum^  at  six  percent,  being 
144,000  livres  yearljr,  in  the  whole  432,000  livres ;  the  principal  and  interest 
so  drawn  for  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  2,832,000  livres,  which  last  men- 
tioned bills  for  the  interest  are  particularly  specified  in  the  said  schedule ; 
and  that  they  have  also  prepared  letters  of  advice  of  the  said  bills  of  ex- 
change to  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  araugnts  be  signed  by  the  president  of  Congress, 
and  entered  in  the  auditor's  office  as  warrants  are  usually  passed,  and  then 
delivered  to  Mr.  Francey,  agent  for  the  said  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  on  his 
giving  the  auditor -general  a  receipt  for  the  same;  and  that  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 
chais be  charged  with  the  amount  of  the  said  principal  sum  in  the  books  of 
the  treasun** 

Resolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  make  ^ood 
any  contractor  engagement  which  shall  be  entered  into  by  the  said  minister 
plenipotentiary,  or  any  future  minister  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
VersaiUeSy  for  obtaining  money  or  credit  to  enable  him  to, honor  the  said 
drafts  and'provide  for  their  punctual  discharge. 

Congress  proceeded,  in  the  order  of  the  day,  to  the  subject  of  finance  ; 
Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

*'  That  when  the  interest  on  moneys  which  have  been  or  may  be  placed  in 
the  several  loan -offices  on  or  after  the  1st  day  of  March,  177H,  shall  become 
due,  and  be  paid,  the  same  shall  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
^e  snm  of  continental  paper  money  which  may  be  in  circulation  after  the 
dates  of  such  loans  respectively." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  strike  out 
the  words  <^  have  been  or,"  and  the  words  '^  on  or  after  the  1st  day  of  March, 
1778»"  and  also  the  words  "  and  be  paid,"  in  order  after  loan  office  to  insert, 
"  on  the  loan  of  20,000,000,  voted  to  be  borrowed  by  the  resolution  of." 

On  the  question,  shall  th^  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  ?  The  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Penntyhjania^ 


N^Hampthirt,   Mc  Whipple, 
Mmt^stU-£ay,  Hr.  Geny, 

Lovell, 


Holten, 
Hktdt^Mmd,      Mr.  Marcbant, 

Collins, 
CoimeeiMttr,         Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 
Spencer, 
yft^-Ytfrk,  Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 
Morria, 


ay  ^y 
ayi 

ay>  ay 
ay) 

ayi 

ay>ay 

ayi 


ay, 

no  I 

ay 


ay 


Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell. 
Mr,  Armstrong, 

Shippen 

Searle, 


no 
ay 
ay 

ay 
ay 

Muhlenberg,  ay 


Delaware, 
Maryland^ 


M'Clene, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Henry, 

Jenifer^ 


ay 

ay) 
ay  J 


no 
no 
no 


i 


ay 


no 
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VtrgimOf  Mr.  Smith,  no"^ 

Griffin,  ay  >no 

Fleming,         noj 


Burke,  no 

Sn-CaroUnOt        Mr.  Laurens,  no  7 

Drayton,  no  5 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


N.'(karolina9       Mr.  Peui,  ^'^i^ 


MONDAY,  June  21, 1779- 

The  board  of  war  report,  that  as  the  plan  of  raising  a  corps  of  German 
deserters  is  laid  aside,  were  is  no  prospect  of  employiog  lieutenant-colonel 
Klein  with  advantage  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  men  of  that  corps 
are  now  reduced  to  a  seijeant  and  four  privates ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Klein  be  informed,  that  althoogh  Con- 
gress have  a  hish  sense  of  his  zeal,  yet  as  he  cannot  be  usefullT  etaployed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he  has  permission  to  retire  tnerefrom. 

Besolved,  That  lieutenant- colonel  Klein  receive  one  year's  pay  and  sub- 
sistence, to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe. 

Besolvedf  That  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  intended 
corps  of  German  volunteers  be  transferred  to  the  corps  commanded  by  colo- 
nel Armand. 

TUESDAY,  June  22,  1779- 

Mr.  Peabody,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  attended,  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  J.  Reed,  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  read,  informing,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  York,  in  this 
state,  having  complained  to  the  council  of  John  M'Kallister,  a  deputj  com- 
missary of  issues,  and  forwarded  sundry  affidavits  taken  in  his  presence* 
from  which  he  appears  to  have  been  guilty  of  peculation  and  erob^zlemeat 
of  the  public  stores  and  provisions,  the  council  have,  agreeable  to  the  re- 
solves 01  Congress,  suspended  him  from  pay  and  employment  until  Cong;re8S 
shall  take  farther  order  respecting  him ;  Whereupon, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
Besolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  the  president  and 
executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  their  vigilance  and  atten- 
tion, and  that  they  be  reauested  to  cause  a  prosecution  to  be  commenced 
against  the  said  John  M'Kallister,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  board  of  war  ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  major-eeneral  W.  Heath  was  elected,  baring 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Ellery. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war  otthe  17th;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  majors,  in  consideration  of  their  extra  duty,  acting  as  bri- 
gade inspectors,  and  majors  of  brigade,  receive  44  dollars  per  month,  in 
addition  to  their  regimental  pay. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  grateful  sense  of  the  virtue  and  ser- 
vices of  those  faithful  and  zealous  soldiers  who,  at  an  early  period,  engaged 
in  the  armies  of  these  states  during  the  war ;  and  to  encourage  a  continnaoce 
of  their  exertions,  and  as  far  as  circumstances  admit,  to  put  them  on  a  foot- 
ing in  pecuniary  matters  with  other  soldiers,  gen.  Washington  be  empow- 
ered to  order  a  gratuity  of  100  dollars  each,  to  be  paid  to  the  men  so  inheted 
during  the  war ;  this  gratuity  to  be  paid  only  to  such  soldiers  as  inlisted  before 
the  23d  day  of  January,  1779. 

Besiolved,  Tliat  the  adjutant-general  for  the  time  being,  be  also  assistant 
inspector-general. 

^  The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Ilan- 
tington,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  May  20th,  from  general  Parsons, 
brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 


'  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1779. 


$11 


Be$olvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative  and  executive  powers 
in  tiie  several  states,  more  especially  those  that  are  adjacent  to  Long-Island 
and  other  places  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  to  take  the  most  effectual  mea* 
soret  to  prevent  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  such  places,  and  all  officers 
of  the  army  are  directed  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  prevent  such 
practices. 

A  memorial  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read,  ac- 
companied with  a  commission  by  nim  given  to  the  sieur  de  St.  Hilaire,  of 
▼ice  consul  for  the  port  of  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  desiring  that  the  same 
may  be  made  known : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  take 
order  thereon. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  2d,  1779. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
was  read,  respecting  the  powers  of  consuls  and  vice-consuls : 

Qrdereil,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  settie 
thepowers  and  privileges  of  consuls. 

Ciongress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  finance,  and  an 
amendment  having  been  adopted,  by  insertiiM;  after  the  word  '*  same,"  the 
words  ^  until  some  more  accurate  standard  ot  value  can  be  devised," 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane,  to  re-consider 
the  motion  for  inserting  those  words ;  and  on  the  question  for  re-consider- 
ing, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

N.'Bamfiin,  llr.  Whipple, 

Peabodjr, 


no 


LoveU, 
Holten, 
BJUdt-Mmd,    Ifr.BUery. 

Marchuit, 


CmjiCcIuW, 


XTtw-Ymk, 


•%KlKM9nify, 


CollinB, 
Ifr.  Shennan, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay» 

Duane, 

Lewis, 
Ifr.  Scudder, 

FeD, 


no 
no 
ay^ 

no^no 
no3 

»yl 

no  >no 
noj 
no"^ 
novno 

noj 
no'^ 

ay  >no 
noJ 


Penrujflvaniaf   Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippcn, 
Muhtt 


Delaware^ 

Maryland^ 

VirgjMih 


ffnberg, 
M*Clene, 

Mir.  Dickinson, 
M^Kewi, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griifiii, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  LauKiia^ 

DnytoQ, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negatiTO. 

On  the  question  to  asree  to  the  proposition  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smitti. 


If'HamptUre^  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 
MlumetU^Bajft  Mr.  Geny, 

liOTOfl 

HoHeo, 
MhtdcMdtmd,    Mr.  EUenr, 

Marcbant, 


Cmnecdeutf 


no 
ao 


\ 


no 


JiTaiHTm^ 


•  »fl^wfWqf, 


Mr.  Shennaii 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Duane^ 
Morria, 
Lewi% 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


no>  ay 

ayi 

no  J 

*y3 


Delaware^ 

Maryhrndt 


ayUy 
iu>3 

IIA  F 


no 


no^ 

»y5 


diy. 


Pemuyivaidaf  Mr.  Armatfong^ 

Shippen, 
Munlenbi 


Virgifua, 


S.'CaroHna, 


bctg, 

M<Clene, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 

M<Kean,  ' 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichme], 

Heniy, 

Jeaifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
^fr.  Lauren% 

Drayton, 


no  < 

no"S 

noJ 
no"^ 
no  Vno 
noJ 


So  it  was  rnolred  iu  the  ftffirmatire. 


A 


S12 


JOURNALS  OF  CON0KESS.  1779. 


That  when  the  interest  on  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be  placed 
in  the  several  loan-offices  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1 77S,  shall 
become  due  and  be  paid  the  same,  until  some' more  accurate  standard  of 
value  can  be  devised,  shall  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
aum  of  continental  paper  money  which  may  be  in  circulation  after  the  dates 
of  such  loans  respectively. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  to  recon- 
sider the  sixth  resolution  passed  on  the  llth,  viz. 

'*  That  each  lender  shall  have  his  election  either  to  receive  the  principal 
at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  or  to  continue  it 
in  the  funds  on  interest  until  the  whole  amount  of  continental  bills  circu- 
lating at  the  time  of  the  loan  shall  be  diminished  one-eighth  part  at  the  least. 
Question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  shall  be  diminished  one-eighth  part  at  the  least ;"  and 
after  the  word  '^  circulating,"  insert  the  words  <*  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  in 
circulation." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  ?  The 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


^.'Hampshire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 

Mcut^sttt-Bay,  Mr.  Geny, 

Lovell, 
Holten 

^hode-Island,    Mr.  BUeir, 

Mixchiint, 


Ctnneeticuty 


Mv'Tork, 


NeuyJerseif, 


Collins, 
BIr.  Shemun, 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 


no 


no 


no 

no 

no^ 

no, 

no 

noT 

no  >no 

noj 

nol 
noVno 

noj 
no*^ 

ay  >no 
noJ 

div. 


no{ 


Penmykania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Muhlenbeig, 
M*Clene, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Carmiehael, 

Uemy, 

Jenifer, 

BIr.  Smith, 
Fleming; 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Mr.  LAurens, 
Drayton, 


Maryland^ 

Furgifda, 

£f»'CofoitnOf 

S,-Car9Unat 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  struck  out: 

Question  put  for  inserting  the  words  moved  to  be  inserted :   resolved  in 

the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 

nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


j^.'Bian^Mkire9  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 

Massa^stta'Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 


ConneeUcui^ 

J^ew-York, 

Keunkney, 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane^ 

Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 


UCUWOtCf 


Maryland, 


Pamaybamot  Mr.  Armstrong,       ay 

Shippen, 
Muhlenberg] 


av 


rifgtMOf 


^,-CttroKnaf 
ArCmvUnot 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


M<Clene, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 

M<Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Cannichael, 

Heniy, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Bfr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Luirens, 
'  Drayton, 


THURSDAY,  June  24,  1779. 

Mr.  Penn,  a  delegate  of  North-Carolina,  laid  before  Congress  the  creden- 
tials of  his  re-appointment  which  were  read. 
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SIS 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Drajton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Revived,  That  Supdaj  the  4th  day  of  Jnly,  beiiie  the  anniversary  of  the 
declaration  of  the  independence  of  these  United  States,  die  chaplains  of 
Congress  be  requested  to  prepare  sermons  suitable  to  the  occasion :  a  far- 
ther motion  was  made, 

IW  the  Prrsident  cause  an  entertainment  to  be  prepared  on  the  5th  of 
July,  in  celebration  of  the  independence  of  these  United  States;  on  which 
the  jeas  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr.  Marchant, 


K'Baaftkirt,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 
OMTutB^Sayt  llr.  LoveU, 

Holten, 

£liod>JBlan^    Mr.EUeiy. 

Maichant, 
Collins 

Comuaieutf      Ifr.  Sherman, 

Uuntingtoi^ 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Morris, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


no 


J^Tem^Twrk, 


no 


Penruykafuot   Mr.  Armstrongs 

Shippcn, 
Searle, 
Muhlenbeig*, 
M<CIene, 

Mr.  M«Kean, 

Mr.Paca, 
Hennr, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Drayton, 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 

VirgMa, 
^,'CaroHnat 

&-CaroHnaf 


no*J 
no] 

»yj 

ay>ay 

»yi 

ayjay 

»yi 

»y5 
»y> 

ayj.ay 

no3 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Raolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  assist  the  President 
in  reenlatinz  the  said  entertainment :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sear!e,  Mr. 
LoveIl,and  Mr.  Paca. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  ft 
clothier-general ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Peter  Wikoff  was  elect- 
ed^ having  been  previously  nominated  bj  Mr.  Armstrong. 

FRIDAY,  June  25,  1779. 

« 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  sulnect  of  finance,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  hj  Mr.  Gerry,  to  re-considec 
the  8th  resolution  passed  the  11th  inst.  viz. 

**  That  the  securities  to  be  given  for  all  sums  so  borrowed  shall  be  made 
payable  to  the  lender  or  to  his  special  attorney,  executor  or  administrator;" 

On  the  question  for  re-considering,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Jay, 


M-AmpiAtr^  Mr.  Whipple, 

Pcabody, 

Hat^toU-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveO, 
Holten, 

lUiade^Mmd,    Mr.EUeiy, 

Marchan^ 
CoQina, 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


Acio-FarlE, 


NiopJenegt 


Penntybama,  Mr.  Armstrong. 

Searie, 
Muhlenbei^^, 
M<Clene, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.Paca, 

CannichaeV 

Henry, 

Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Flenung, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
DtaytofH 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


VtrffmOf 

K'Carcluui, 

SL'CaroHna, 


no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crerry, 
UtBoltn^,  That  the  said  resolution  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  loan-office  certificates  for  borrowing  20,000,000  of  dollars, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  11th  inst.  be  prepared  and  sent  to  the  se- 
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veral  loan -offices,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  consist 
of  such  denominations  as  thej  shall  judge  expedient. 

SATURDAY,  June  26, 1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
M'Murdie,  complaining  of  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers' ta  be 
chaplain  of  the  Sd  Pennsylvania  brigade  as  an  injury  done  to  hini,  report, 
<'  that  they  have  conferred  with  Mr.  M*Murdie  on  the  subject  of  his  memo- 
rial ;  and  that  Mr.  M'Murdie  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  assigned  no 
sufficient  reason  to  induce  them  to  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Rogers ;"  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  Mr.  M'Murdie  be  informed,  that  as  there  is  no  vacancy 
for  a  chaplain  in  the  Pennsylvania  brigades,  no  appointment  as  such  cao  be 

given  to  him. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  having  taken  into  consideration  a  letter 
and  order  of  the  honourable  council  of  the  state  of  Massachiisetts-Bay  of 
the  8th  of  June,  inst.  containing  their  opinion  in  consequence  of  the  request 
of  Congress,  on  a  proper  allowance  to  be  made  to  Jonathan  Lorin^  Austin, 
for  his  services  and  expenses  in  carrying  despatches  and  transacting  busi- 
ness in  France,  and  on  the  mode  of  payment,  report. 

That  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the  said  boar€l,  the  commissioners  of  these 
United  States  at  Paris,  be  directed  to  discharge  the  account  of  Mr.  Austin 
with  the  late  house  of  Messrs.  Pleame,  Pennet,  &  Co.  in  Nantz,  to  the 
amount  of  6400  livres,  and  to  charge  the  same  to  these  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  further  sum  of  130  louis  d'ors,  advanced  him  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, as  set  forth,  in  his  memorial  to  Congress,  in  full  compensation  for 
his  tim^  and  services  aforesaid. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

MONDAY,  June  28,  1779. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  signed  Holker, 
and  transmitted  to  Con^jress  by  the  minister  of  France  on  the  Slst,  respect- 
ing Francis  Fleury,  carried  by  force  on  board  the  armed  ship  General  Green, 
brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  ttie  said  paper  be  transmitted  to  his  excellency 
the  President  and  the  honourable  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  that  justice  may  be  done  in  the  premises. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  sir.  Sherman,  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Scudder, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  remonstrance  and  petition  of  the  lefi;islative  council 
and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  brought  in  a  report ; 
Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  when  vacancies  of  commissioned  officers  happen  in  any  of 
the  regiments  raised  by  the  respective  states  for  the  continental  army/no- 
tice  thereof  shall  be  given  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  to  vihich 
the  regiment  belongs,  by  the  commandine-offieer  of  such  re^ment,  to  the 
end  that  proper  persons  may  be  appointed  to  fill  such  vacancies,  agreeable 
to  the  resolution  of  the  8th  of  March  last,  having  due  regard  to  the  rules  of 
promotion  recommended  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1778. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  governor  Liv- 
ingston, and  that  he  be  informed,  that  it  was  judged  expedient  in  the  late 
arrangement  of  the  army,  to  authorize  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  concurrence  with  the  commander  in  chief,  not  only  to  dismiss  super- 
numerary and  unqualified  officers,  but  to  fill  vacancies  by  promotion  of  g<H>d 
officers  who  had  been  apbointed  by  the  respective  states,  and  stood  fair  for 
promotion  in  the  proper  line  of  succession;  but  if  there  has  been  any  infringe- 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  irW-  315 

_   ■—     ^  ^»  ■■  ■■.  --.■■■^■—      ■  »—       ■  ■■        ■■■  ■■■—     I  II  »     ■  ■        ■■         — -        ■  I^M.^— » 

ment  of  the  right  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  or  any  other  state,  by  exclud- 
ing good  officers  not  supernamerary,  or  filling  vacancies  by  new  creations. 
Congress  will  be  ever  ready  to  redress  any  grievances  of  that  kind  when 
particnlarl J  pointed  out. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  Paca,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Messrs.  John  Cox  and  Charles  Petit, 
assistant  quarter-masters  general,  report  that  they  have  come  to  the  following 
resolatioos  thereupon,  viz. 

That  Congress  cannot  in  any  manner  controul  the  legislature  of  New- 
Jersey  in  the  internal  police  of  said  state  : 

That  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  citizen  will  be  unjustly  or  oppress- 
ively taxed  in  any  state,  without  remedy  by  appeal  or  otherwise  within  the 
same : 

Itesolved,  That  Consress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  delegates  of  Massachu setts -Ba^  laid  before  Congress  an  act  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  respecting  their  powers,  which  was  read  as  follows  : 

«  STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

In  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives,  June  10,  1779. 

Whereas  inconveniences  may  arise  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  the 
genenU  court  of  the  15th  of  October  last,  which  requires  that  three  of  the 
members  chosen  to  represent  this  state  in  Congress  should  be  present,  in  or- 
der to  exercise  the  powers  with  which  by  that  resolve  they  are  vested  ; 
therefore. 

Resolved^  That  any  two  of  the  gentlemen  chosen  to  represent  this  statej 
or  when  more  are  present  in  Congress,  a  major  part  of  the  same  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  exercise  all  the 
fowen  which  in  the  said  resolve  of  the  15  th  of  October  are  particularly  men** 
tioned  ;  although  it  is  still  expected  that  four  of  the  said  gentlemen  con- 
stantly attend  upon  the  business  of  their  delegation. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence,  J.  HANCOCK,  Speaker. 

In  council,  June  15, 1779,  read  and  concurred, 

JOHN  AVERY,  Deputy  Secretary. 

Consented  to  by  die  major  part  of  the  council. 

True  copy.    Attest.    JOHN  AVERY,  Dq^y  Secretary J^^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Jenifer  have  leave  of  absence. 

TUESDAY,  June  29,  1779. 

A  letter  from  major  Burkhart  of  the  German  battalion,  was  read,  request- 
ing leave  to  resign  ; 

Qrd^redj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon,  Congress 
passed  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  allowance  of  2-90th  parts  of  a  dollar^upon  every  100  dollars, 
made  to  the  commissioners  for  destroying  bills  of  credit  taken  out  of  cir- 
culation by  order  of  Congress,  is,  in  consequence  of  the  time  which  they  have 
Decessarily  spent  in  conducting  this  business,  inadeauate  to  their  services  : 

Resolvedj  That  in  lieu  of  such  allowance,  the  saia  commissioners  be  en- 
titled tor  receive  5 -90th  parts  of  a  dollar  for  everj  100  dollars  so  destroyed ; 
and  that  the  allowance  lor  future  service  be  divided  amongst  them  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  dollars  which  shall  be  counted  by  them  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  commissioner  be  appointed  for  aestroying 
bills  as  aforesaid 

The  board  having  nominated  Samuel  Downe,  esq.  to  be  appointed  com- 
missioner for  desti'oying  bills  called  out  of  circulation  : 

C>ongress  proceeded  to  the  election  :  abd,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr. 
Samuel  Downe  was  chosen. 
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The  committee  on  the  treaaurj  having  arranged  the  several  resfilntioni 
for  borrowing  20,000,000  dollars,  reported  the  same  for  publication  as  follows: 

As  Congress  are  bound  by  everj  motive  of  policy,  ana  of  public  and  private 
justice,  to  maintain  the  credit  ot  the  paper  money  emitted  by  their  authority 
on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  so  it  is  tlietr  intention,  not  only  to  avoid  fur- 
ther emissions,  but  to  diminish  the  quantity  in  circulation*  provided  that 
the  respective  states,  by  correspondent  and  vigorous  exertions,  shall  put  it 
.  in  their  power  to  raise  the  necessary  supplies. 

Resolved,  therefarej  That  20,000,000  of  dollars,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
shall  be  brought  into  the  continental  loan-ofiSces  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  be  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  at  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

For  facilitating  the  said  loan. 

Resolved,  1st.  That  the  loan-officers  in  every  state  do.immediately  opett 
subscriptions  for  the  said  loan : 

2d.  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  several  states  be  requested  im- 
mediately to  appoint  persons  of  character  and  influence  in  every  county, 
town  or  district,  to  receive  subscriptions  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  loan- 
officer  or  officers  in  the  states  respectively. 

Sd.  That  no  subscription  be  received  for  less  than  500  dollars : 

4th.  That  all  subscriptions  under  10,000  dollars  shall  be  paid  into,  the 
loan-office  where  the  same  shall  be  subscribed,  or  into  the  iiands  of  the 
person  obtaining  the  subscription,  within  14  days  after  the  sabacriptiott  shall 
be  made  : 

5th.  Thatjany  person  subscribing  10,000  dollars,  or  upwards,  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  pay  the  same  at  two  periods,  to  ¥rit,  one  half  within  14  days  after 
the  subscription,  the  residue  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  October  next :  the 
whole  to  bear  interest  from  the  time  of  the  first  payment,  provided  the  other 
payment  shall  be  punctually  made. 

6th.  That  each  lender  shall  have  his  election  either  to  re^eivo  the  princi- 
pal at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  loan,  or  to  continue 
It  in  the  funds  on  interest  until  the  whole  amount  of  continental  bills  in 
circulation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  in  circulation  at  the  time  of  the  loan. 

7th.  That  interest  on  all  sums  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  loan-office 
before  the  said  first  day  of  October,  or  which  shall  be  subscribed  and  paid 
asreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  5th  resolution  aforesaid,  shall  be  payable  annu- 
allv  at  the  continental  loan-office  of  the  state  in  which  the  money  was  origi- 
nally subscribedk 

8th.  That  when  the  interest  on  monies  which  have  been  or  may  be  placed 
in  the  several  loan-offices  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1778,  shall 
become  due  and  be  paid,  the  same,  until  some  more  accurate  standard  of 
value  can  be  devised,  shall  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
gum  of  continental  paper  money  which  may  be  in  circulation  after  the  date  of 
such  loans  respectively. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  loan-officers  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury  monthly 
returns  of  all  sums  subscribed  and  received  in  their  respective  offices. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  SO,  1779. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  that  major -general  Gates,  ^d  colonel 
Sheppard,  now  commanding  brigadier  Glover's  tingade,  have  warmlv  recom- 
mentfed  the  reverend  Mr.  Van  Home  for  an  appointment  of  brigade 
ehaplain ; 

Resolved,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Wm.  Van  Home  be  appointed  chap- 
lain to  the  brigade  now,  or  lately  under  the  command  of  bngadier-general 
Glover,  and  that  he  be  considered  and  respected  as  such. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr,  T.  Adams,  Mr.  HoUen,  and  Mr.  Fre- 


JOURNALS  OF  C0N0RB8S.  1779.  317 

lio^ttaeiiy  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Joseph  Palmer,  report  as  their 
opinion. 

That  as  Congress,  on  the  29th  day  of  December,  1775,  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  several  assemblies  or  conventions,  immediately  to  promote, 
by  sufficient  public  encouragements,  the  making  salt  in  their  respective  co- 
lonies, the  letter  from  Joseph  Palmer,  esq.  together  with  his  plan  for  mak- 
ing bay  salt,  be  referred  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay : 

Metolved^  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

FRIDAY.  July  2,  1779. 

A  memorial  from  Major  Burkhart  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Baolvei^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  of  tiie  1st,  from  Ethan  Allen  and  Jonas  Fay,  was  read,  enclosing 
a  paper  endorsed  Col.  Allen  and  Dr.  Fay's  appointment  and  instructions, 
and  accompanied  with  a  book,  entitled  **  Acts  and  laws  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont in  America." 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Thecommittee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  of 
the  25th  of  June,  for  allowina  farther  time  to  bring  in  the  emissions  called 
oat  of  circulation,  reported  tiie  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  have  represented, 
Qiat  from  the  difficulties  of  communicating  intelli|;ence  in  that  state,  and  the 
remote  situation  of  many  of  its  inhabitants,  it  was  impossible  that  they  should 
recrive  seasonable  notice  to  carry  the  money  of  the  emissions  of  May  20th, 
177r,  and  April  the  11th,  1778,  to  the  proper  officer  by  tiie  time  limited  by 
Coneress,  and  have  therefore  requested  Congress  to  grant  such  further  time 
for  raat  purpose,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  state  may  not  be  injui*ed ; 
and  whereas  it  is  also  represented  to  Congress,  that  many  persons  in  the 
dilerent  states  have  been  prevented  by  unforeseen  causes  from  complying 
with  tbe  said  resolution :  and  whereas  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress 
thatindtvidttala  possessed  of  the  said  bills  should  sustain  any  further  incon- 
venience than  such  as  arose  from  the  necessary  cautions  against  counter- 
feits : 

Hesohoed  therefore^  That  all  bills  of  the  said  emissions  which  shall  be 
brougiit  into  the  continental  loan-offices,  before  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
ihall,  at  the  election  of  the  owners,  be  received  either  on  loan  or  to  be 
eKchanged  for  other  bills ;  and  that  the  same  rules  and  precautions  as  are 
proTided  for  reg;istering,  certifying  and  defacing  the  bills  of  the  said  emis- 
lions  received  by  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  before  the 
first  day  of  June  last,  be  observed  in  respect  to  all  bills  of  the  said  emissions 
which  aoair  be  broueht  in  by  virtue  of  this  resolution.  Provided  that  each 
holder  of  such  bills  shall  previously  takie  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
canse  to  be  delivered  to  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  continental 
loan-offices  a  certificate  thereof,  signed  by  the  magistrate  administering  the 
same: 

*«  I  do  swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that  dollars^  of 

the  emisBions  of  &lay  20th,  1777,  and  April  llth,  1778,  of  the  following 
numbers  and  denommations,  viz.  were  my  property  or  in  my 

possession  on  the  first  of  June,  1779,  or  at  the  time  of  my  being  informed  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  January,  1779,  for  taking  the  said 
emissions  out  of  circulation,  and  were  not  obtained  directly  or  indirectly  at 
a  discount." 

Tliat  tbe  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-offites  be  authorized  to 

pay  off  the  indented  certificates  which  they  shall  have  issued  for  exchanging 

.  mils  of  the  emissions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and  April  llth,  1778,  to  any  persons 
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to  whom  such  certificates  may  be  endorsed,  provided  that  each  endorse- 
ment shall  be  witnessed  by  a  mafristrate : 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  several  continental  loan-offices  make 
returns  to  the  board  of  treasury  immediately  after  the  1st  day  of  January 
next,  of  the  amount  of  the  bills  received  in  their  respective  offices  after  the  said 
first  day  of  June  to  be  exchan^d  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  for  this  purpose 

E roper  bills  be  lodged  at  the  said  offices  within  60  days  from  and  after  the 
rst  day  of  January  aforesaid. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Grerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  strike  out 
the  words,  *'  2d  of  January  for  taking  the  said  emissions  out  of  cirtfnlation,*' 
and  in  lieu  thereof  insert,  "  2d  of  July  for  granting  further  time  to  bring  in 
the  said  emissions." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  ?  the  yeas 
end  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

PenntyhanUif  Mr.  ArmBtrong,  a 

Searle,  a 

Muhlenberg,  a 

M*Clene,  a 


N.'Hampshire^  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 

Maaaa^gtia-Bay^  Mr.  Geirv, 

Loveil, 
Holten, 

Bhode'Rland,    Mr.  Marcbant, 

Cottnecticutt      Mr.  Sbemum, 


New^Yorh, 
J^ftw-Jardeyt 


Huntington, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Leuia, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


ayv.ay 

ay  >ay 

ay^ 

ayj.ay 

ay>* 


Delawaref 
Maryland^ 

Virgdua, 


N.'CaroUna, 


S^'CaroknOf 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Heniy, 

Carmichaelt 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


no 


•J 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  hj  Mr.  Flemine,  to  strike 
out  the  words,  ''  and  were  not  obtained  directly  or  indirectly  at  disoounti'' 

On  the  question,  shall  those  words  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  bdng  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 

N.'BampMre^  Mr.  Whipple,  *y^av      Peimtyhania,  Mr.  ArmrtPemg,  ■ 

Peabody, 
MoBM^atU-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Loveil, 

Holten, 
Mhode-Itland,    Mr.  Marchant, 
Connecticut, 


Ntuo^Yorhj 
J^cuhJerteyf 


Mr.  Sherman, 
Hunting^n, 
Spencer, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 


ay^ 
ay^ay 

ayj 
ay  >ay 

ayj.ay 


DeJatoare, 
Mar^landf 

Virginia^ 


N.-CardUna, 
S.'CaroSfia, 


Searle, 
Muhlenbeig^ 
M<Clene, 
Mr.  M<Kean, 

BIr.  Carmichael, 
Henry, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Flemings 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens^ 
Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  to  strike 
out  the  whole  proviso,  including  the  oath. 

And,  on  the  question,  shall  it  stand  ?  The  yeaa  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

N'Hdmpthure,   Mr.  Whipple,  »y?»„     J^ethJeney,  Mr.  Scudder,  »y?.„ 

Peabody,  ayS'^  Fell,  aLjS^ 

Maaat^att^BaytVi.  Gerry^  ay"\  PenntylMtnui,  Mr.  Armationg,  ay-^ 

Loveil,  ay  >ay  Shippen,  ay  j 

Holteit,  ayJ         |  ^  Searle,  ay  Vay 

Mhod^hlandj    Mr.  Marchant,  ay  ^y  Muhlenberg,  ay  I 

Connectieui,      Mr.  Sherman,  »y?av  M«Clene,  ayJ 

Spencer,  «y>^      Ddttware^  Mr.  M*Kean,  ay>«y 

Ntw-Yorh,        Mr.  Lewis,  ay  y*       Maryland^  Mr.  Carmichael,  ay  y* 
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rtrgimth 

Mr.  Smithy 

noj    ♦ 
no  5 

N.-CaroUnOf 

Mr.Penn, 

no; 

} 

Fleming:, 

Burke, 

no  J 

►no 

Sharp  e. 

no^ 

i 

S.' Carolina, 

ICr.  Drayton, 

no"^ 

^no 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Question  put  to  agree  to  the  report :  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  M*Rean, 

'Whereas  it  will  require  time  to  provide  loan-office  certificates  for  bor- 
rowing £0^0,000  of  dollars,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  29th  of  June  last: 

Jlesolvedj  That  loan-office  certificates,  of  any  denomination,  already 
struck  by  order  of  Congress,  be  issued  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  loan  ;  any 
thing  contained  in  the  said  certificates  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : 

That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  order  the  treasurer  of  loans 
to  traniimit  to  the  several  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan -offices,  such 
of  the  said  certificates  as  are  in  his  possession ;  and  that  the  certificates  or- 
dered to  be  struck  the  25th  of  June  last,  be  not  issued  until  the  further  or- 
der of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ellery  have  leave  of  absence. 

SATURDAY,  July  3,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  from  J.  Pro  well,  was  read ;  Whereupon,  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  their  resolution  of  the  5th  of  June 
last,  vacating  the  commission  of  major,  granted  to  captain  Provvoll,  in  the 
11th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  has  been  misunderstood : 

JRtsolved,  That  the  sole  reason  for  vacating  the  said  commission  was  the 
claims  of  elder  captains  in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  over  whom  it  appeared 
that  he  had  been  promoted  by  mistake,  and  not  any  fault  or  want  of  merit 
in  captain  Prowell,  of  whose  character,  as  an  useful  officer,  Congress  enter- 
tain a  favourable  opinion. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Henry  Shrupp,  ensign  in  the  German  battalion, 
was  read,  desirine  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

Xesolvtd  That  nis  resisnation  be  accepted. 

Tlie  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  25th  of  June  from 
A.  Henderson,  report. 

That  the  resignation  of  captain  Alexander  Henderson,  deputy -commissa- 
ly  of  military-stores,  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report: 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  22d  day  of  May  last, 
upon  application  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  a  warrant  issued  on  the  trea- 
sary  in  favour  of  their  delegates,  for  150,000  dollars,  the  said  state  to  be  ac- 
countable, and  to  repay  the  same  to  the  commissioner  of  the  continental 
loan-office,  in  the  month  of  August  next,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent.  And 
whereas  his  excellency  Jonathan  Trumbull,  esq.  governor  of  the  said  state, 
has  represented  to  Congress,  that  before  the  arrival  of  the  said  money, 
other  provision  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  application,  but  as  or- 
ders for  recruiting  their  quota  of  the  deficiency  of  the  continental  army  are 
issued,  and  no  money  transmitted  for  that  purpose,  the  general  assembly  of 
the  said  state  request  that  Congress  will  charge  the  said  state  with  the  said 
loan,  not  as  a  loan  according  to  the  first  intention,  but  on  account  of  recruit- 
ii^  and  clothing  their  quota  of  the  deficiency  of  the  continental  troops  afore- 
said, without  any  charge  of  interest: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  request  be  complied  with,  and  the  money  so  re- 
ceived be  charged  to  the  said  state  as  so  much  advanced  for  recruiting  and 
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clothing  their  quota  of  the  deficiency  of  continental  troops,  and  for  which 
the  saia  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellencj  the  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut 
be  reouested,  if  they  shall  judge  it  expedient,  to  make  a  further  allowance 
in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  made  by  Congress,  to  Jesse  Brown, 
whilst  ridine;  express  in  Uie  service  of  the  United  States,  charging  such  al- 
lowance to  &e  states  aforesaid. 

TUESDAY,  Jaiy  6,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  3d,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Maqptret  Corbin,  who  was  wounded  and  disabled  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Washington,  whilst  she  heroically  filled  the  post  of  her 
husband  who  was  killed  by  her  side  serving  a  piece  of  artillery,  do  receive, 
during  her  natural  life,  or  the  continuance  of  the  said  disability,  the  one-half 
of  the  monthly  pay  drawn  by  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  these  states ;  and 
that  she  now  receive  out  of  the  public  stores,  one  complete  suit  of  clothes,  or 
the  value  thereof  in  money. 

Besolvedt  That  in  consideration  of  their  extra  duties  and^  service,  the 
officers  in  the  army  of  these  states,  serving  as  sub  and  brigade  inspectors,  be 
allowed,  the  former  three  rations  a  day  and  forage  for  tiiree  horses,  and  the 
latter  two  rations  a  day  and  forap  for  two  horses,  in  lieu  of  all  former  ra- 
tions and  forage,  both  as  officers  in  the  line  and  as  inspectors ;  their  subsis- 
tence money  as  officers  in  the  line  to  remain  as  heretotore. 

A  memorial  firom  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Ma- 
ryland to  permit  the  ship  Defence,  which  is  loaded  with  provisions  for  the 
fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  to  depart  and  carry  her  cargo  to  tht 
place  of  her  destination;  and  that  care  be  taken  that  she  carry  no  other  pro- 
irision  than  the  above,  and  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  7,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  desiring  to  be 
informed  what  the  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  are,  and 
whether,  in  case  of  his  acceptance  of  the  office,  he  will  retain  his  rank  in 
the  army : 

Ordered^  That  major-fl;eneral  Heath  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions establishine  the  board  of  war  and  defining  its  powers,  and  that  he 
be  informed  he  wiQ  retain  his  rank,  but  be  paid  only  as  a  commissioner  of 
the  board. 

THURSDAY,  July  8,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Resolved^  That  a  standing  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  correspond 
with  the  commanding-officer  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  report, 
from  time  to  time,  the  necessary  measures  for  defending  the  said  states  :  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  Holten. 

Whereas  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  esq.  has  represented  to  the  board 
of  treasury,  that  the  trust  reposed  in  him  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
deputies  and  agents  of  the  late  commissary-general,  Joseph  Trumbull,  de- 
ceased, cannot  be  discharged  without  more  assistance  than  is  allowed  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  May  last : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  employ  so  many  ad- 
ditioaal  accountants  or  clerks  to  assbt  in  tlie  execution  of  the  said  trust  as 
tliey  shall  judge  necessary. 

FRIDAY,  July  9,  1779. 
Mr.  Houston,  a  delegate  for  New- Jersey,  attended,  and  produced  the 
credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 
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Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  committee^ 
consistiag  ot  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr*  Huntington  and  Mr.  Burke,  appointed  on 
the  StBth  of  May  to  make  strict  enquiry  into  the  alarming  expenses  in  th^ 
commissary-general's,  qnarter-master-general  and  medical  departmentSt 
and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  9d,  from  J.  Cox  and  Charles  Petit, 
assistant  otiarftr-masters  general ;  and,  thereupon, 

JUaolvm^  That  the  executive  powers  of  each  state  he  earnestly  requested 
instantly  to  make  the  strictest  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  every  person 
within  sflch  state  respectively  empiojeci,  either  in  the  quarter-master  gene- 
oeraf  or  parehasing  or  issuing  commissary-general's  departments,  and  in  cane 
of  any  kind  of  misbehaviour  or  strong  suspicion  thereof  in  any  such  person 
not  betn^  an  officer  immediately  appointed  by  Congress,  to  remove  or  susr 
pend  every  sack  person,  ordering  him  at  their  discretion  to  be  prosecuted  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  place,  if  ne- 
cessary, and  so,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  be,  giving  notice  to  the 
board  of  war,  and  also  to  the  quarter-master  ^neral  or  commissary -general 
in  whose  department  such  removal  or  suspension  shall  be,  of  the  change ;  the 
persen  so  appointed  to  have  the  same  autnority  and  pay  which  the  person  re- 
moved had  oeen  vested  with  and  entitled  to,  or  snch  paji  as  Uie  said  execuo 
ttve  powers  respectively  shall  asree  for,  to  be  in  like  manner  Subject  to  the 
head  «f  the  department  to  which  he  belongs,  and  to  observe  all  the  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  deputy  quarter-masters  and  deputy  commissa- 
ries respcctiveiy;  and  that  the  executive  powers  of  each  state  be  in  like 
manner  requested  to  enquire  into  the  nnmber  of  persons  employed  in  the 
qnarter-master  general's  and  commissary's  departments,  and  immediately 
to  discharge  such  as  shall  be  judged  unnecessary. 

On  whidi  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


K'Hamp^dre^  Mr.  Whipple, 

MoM^fUM-Bay^  Xr.  Gerry, 

Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 
Collins, 

Mr.  Shennan, 
Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Dtiane, 
Lewi% 

Mr.  Sciidder, 
Fell, 
Houston, 


SeuhYvrk^ 


Pewvtylconiaf   Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
M'Clene, 

Mr.  M^Kean, 

Mr.  CarmichseJ^ 
Hemy, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Flemiiig, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Drajitoi^ 


Delaware^ 
Maryland^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

SATURDAY,  July  10,  1779, 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  P.  Wikoff,  was  read,  declining  to  accept  the 
office  of  clothier-general. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  maj.  gen.  Gates^ 
in  recommendation  of  captain  Bancke,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Bancke  be  informed  that  although  Congress  have 
a  high  sense  of  his  merit  and  are  obliged  by  his  offers  to  serve  in  the  army 
of  these  United  States,  yet  they  find  it  impracticable  to  employ  him  suitably 
to  his  wishes. 

That  in  consideration  of  the  jpeculiar  circumstances  of  capt  Bancke's 
case,  the  expenses  he  has  incurred,  and  the  losses  by  him  sustained,  the  sum 
of  3000  dollars  be  paid  to  him,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe ;  and  that 
until  a  convenient  passage  can  be  procured  by  capt.  Bancke,  ne  proceed  to 
the  army  under  the  command  of  major-general  Gates,  who  is  autnorized  to 
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employ  him,  during  his  necessarj  stay  in  America*  in  such  waj  as  the  ge« 
neral  shall  think  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  service  and  agreeable  to 
captain  Bancke. 

MONDAY,  July  12,  1779. 

Mr.  Forbes,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended,  and  tooV  his  seat. 

Hesolved,  That  on  Thursday  next,  immediately  after  reading  the  journal* 
Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  clothier-seneraK 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Nelson. 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Morris,  to  whom  was  referred  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  North-Garolina«  to  the  del^ates 
of  the  said  state,  reauesting  that  the  troops  of  that  state  in  the  continental 
line,  may  be  orderea  to  march  to  the  southward  for  the  defence  of  South- 
Carolina, 

Hesolved,  That  the  season  of  year  renders  it  dangerous  to  the  Uvea  of 
the  men,  and  that  it  will  in  other  respects  be  inexpedient  to  ma^h  the  troops 
of  North-Carolina  in  the  continental  line,  from  tne  main  army  to  the  aontn- 
em  states,  but  that  as  soon  as  it  can  consistently  be  done.  Congress  will 
cheerfully  comply  •with  die  request  of  the  said  state.  In  the  mean  time» 
Congress  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  afibrd 
the  army  in  South -Carolina  the  reinforcements  of  which  they  stand  in  need, 
agreeably  to  their  former  recommendation. 

TUESDAY,  July  13, 1779. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war, 

Jfesolvea,  That  capt.  M'Lane's  company,  now  attached  to  the  Delaware 
regiment,  and  the  dismounted  dragoons  belongins  to  major  Lee's  partizan 
corps,  be  formed  into  a  fourth  troop  and  added  to  tne  corps :  this  troop  to  be 
commanded  by  capt.  M'Lane,  ana  to  serve  on  foot :  the  numbers  of  which 
it  is  to  consist,  to  be  ascertained,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  thereof  to  be 
appointed  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Atlee,  two  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  go  to  the  New-Hampshire  grants,  laid  before  Congress  an  ac* 
count  of  their  proceedings,  which  was  read. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  14, 1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  Harman  Baron  Zed- 
witz,  broueht  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Besolvea,  That  Harman  Baron  Zedwitz,  formerly  a  lieutenant-colonel  in 
the  service  of  these  states,  and  who,  for  certain  traiterous  practices,  was 
sentenced  by  a  court-martial  to  be  confined  durine  the  war,  be  nevertheless, 
in  consideration  of  his  own  unhappy  condition,  after  a  confinement  of  near 
three  years,  and  the  consequent  distress  of  his  wife  and  children,  permitted 
to  depart  these  states,  together  with  his  family,  on  giving  his  parole  not  ta 
bear  arms  against  the  United  States  or  their  allies  during  the  war  ;  and 
that  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  provide  a  passage  for  them  in  a  , 
t^entinental  vessel  to  the  West-Indies,  and  furnish  necessaries  for  the  vov-  | 
age  thither,  from  whence  they  may  return  to  their  friends  in  Europe. 

THURSDAY,  July  15,  1779. 

Mr.  Perzifor  Frazer  was  nominated  by  Mr.  M^Kean  for  the  office  of  | 
clothier-general :  , 

Coneress  proceeded  to  the  election  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Per- 
zifor Vnztr  was  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Clene,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Resolvedj  That  the  marine  committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed   i 
forthwith  to  cause  the  crews  of  vessels  captured  from  the  enemy,  to  be  con*  , 
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fined  on  board  prison-ships*  and  supplied  and  treated  in  all  respects  in  the 
same  oianner  as  the  crews  of  vessels  belonging  to  these  United  States  and 
captured  bj  the  enemj,  are  supplied  and  treated. 

FRIDAY,  July  16, 1779. 

The  beard  of  war  report. 

That  thej  have  attended  to  the  letter  of  colonel  John  Brown,  relative  to 
colonel  James  Easton,  referred  to  them,  and  upon  examinina  into  the  case  of 
colonel  Easton,  the.j  find  that  a  charge  had  b«en  exhibited^against  him  and 
colonel  Brown,  then  ,majorBrown,«bj  general  Arnold,  for  plundering  the  ef- 
fects of  prisoners  taken  at  Sorel :  that  on  the  26th  of  April,  1776,  Congress 
resolved  that  the  commissioners  from  Congress  in  Canada,  should  be  instruct- 
ed to  caose  enquiry  to  be  made  by  a  court-martial,  or  otherwise,  into  the  said 
chai^e^ao  far  as  it  respected  colonel  Easton :  that  on  the  1st  of  August,  1776, 
Congress  resolved  that  colonel  John  Brown  should  be  allowed  the  rank  and 
naj  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  continental  armj  from  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1775,  to  that  time  : 

That  James  Easton  was  entitled  to  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  continental 
armj  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1775,  and  to  the  pay  of  a  colonel  from  that 
day  until  he  should  be  dischai^d,  which  it  was  declared  ought  to  be  done  as 
soon  as  a  court  of  enquiry  should  report  in  his  favor,  or  a  court-martial 
should  determine  upon  his  conduct,  and  their  sentence  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion :  that  it  seems  no  such  enquiry  or  court-martial  has  ever  been,  and  at 
this  late  period,  probably  never  wul  be  held :  that  it  was  tha  duty  of  col. 
Easton  long  since  to  have  procured  such  court  to  sit,  or  if  that  had  been  found 
impracticable,  to  have  informed  Congress  thereof:  that  it  does  not  appear 
he  has  done  or  attempted  to  do  either,  but  has  contentedly  drawn  his  pay  to 
this  time ;"  Whereupon, 

Besolved^  That  colonel  James  Easton  be  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  the  board  of  war,  waavead,  enclosing  a  letter  of 
the  &6th  of  June  from  Samuel  Safford,  lieutenant-colonel,  informing,  that 
William  German,  pay-master  of  colonel  Warner's  regiment,  had  offered  to 
resJCT,  which,  as  he  has  not  settled  the  accounts  of  the  regiment  since  raised, 
and  has  in  his  hands  a  considerable  sum  ot  money  which  is  its  due,  the  said  lieu- 
tenaot-colonel  thinks  ought  not  to  be  admitted  until  his  accounts  are  settled. 

SATURDAY,  July  17,  1779,    • 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  Ann  Conyngham,  and  a  petition  from  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  were  read,  representing  that  captain 
Gostavus  Conyngham,  now  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  is  closely  confined 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  England,  and  praying  that  measures  may  be 
taken  for  the  security  of  his  person  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  from  Mr.  S.  de  Luce- 
na,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  de  Lucena  has  no  just  claim  upon  the  United  States 
for  ,a  reimbursement  of  his  expenses  incurred  in  searching  for  sulphur 
mines,  as  Set  forth  in  his  petition. 

On'!k  recommendation  and  report  of  the  board  of  war, 

JResolvtdj  That  William  Wallace  be  appointed  second  lieutenant  in  col- 
onel Harrison's  regiment  of  artillery,  his  commission  to  bear  date  May  Ist, 
1779  :  that  John  Carson  be  appointed  second  lieutenant  in  ditto,  his  com- 
mission to  bear  date  May  2d,  1 779 :  that  Benjamin  Mosely,  jun.  be  appointed 
Second  lieutenant  in  the  said  regiment,  his  commission  to  bear  date  May 
Sd,  1779 :  that  Alexander  Thompson  be  appointed  second  lieutenant  in  col- 
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onel  I^amp's  regiment  of  artiUerj,  his  commission  to  bear  date  Maj  31st, 
1779  I  that  Henrj  Savage  and  Moses  Porter  be  appointed  second  lieutenants 
in  colonel  Crane's  regiment  of  artiUery,  their  commissions  to  bear  date 
April  21st,  1779. 
The  committee  on  the  treasory  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Besolved,  That  5,000,180  dollars  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  in  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing denominations,  viz. 


27,028  bilU  of  80  doUan  each,  2,162,240 

27,028    do.      70  1,891,960 

27,028    do.      30  540,560 

27,028    do.        5  135,140 

37,028    da       4  108,112 


27,028  bills  of    Sdollaneach,       81,084 
27,028    do.         2  54,056 

27,028    do.        1  27,028 


Sfi00,l80 


That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  those  emitted  the  7th  day  of  May  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the  last  num- 
ber in  each  respective  denomination  progressively. 

Revived.  That  the  further  sum  of  10,000,100  dollars.  In  bills  of  credit  of 
the  United  States,  be  emitted  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasnry, 
and  onHhe  faith  of  the  United  States; 

That  the  bills  shall,  excepting*  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emissions  directed  on  the  4th  of  June  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the 
last  number  in  each  denomination  progressively,  and  consist  of  the  following 
denominations,  viz : 

363,640 

318,185 
227,285 

^IQ^OOO^lOO 


45,455  bUk  of  8  doUttt  esfib, 
45,455  do.      7 
45,455  do.       5 


45y455  bills  of  60  doUan  each,  2,727,300 

45,455  do.      50             -  2,272,750 

45,455  do.      40             -  1,818,200 

45,455  do.      30             •  1,363,650 

45,455  do.      20             -  909,100 

On  application  of  the  committee  of  commerce. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  for  a  private  vessel  of  war  be  granted  to  the 
said  committee  of  commerce,  to  be  by  them  granted  to  such  person  am  they 
judee  proper,  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  like  commissionaare  granted 
by  tne  respective  states* 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  letter  respecting 
Gustavus  Conyngham,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  lliat  the  following  letter  from  the  secretary  of  Congress  be  writ- 
ten to  the  admiral  or  other  commanding  officer  of  the  fleets  or  ships  of  his 
Britannic  majesty,  lying  in  the  harbor  of  New-York : 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  in- 
form you  that  they  have  received  evidence  that  Gustavus  Conyngham,  a  citi- 
zen of  America,  late  commander  of  an  anned  vessel  in  the  service  of  the 
said  states,  and  taken  on  board  a  private  armed  cutter,  liath  been  treated  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  the  practice  of  Christian 
civilized  nations.  I  am  ordered  in  the  name  of  Congress  to  demand  that 
good  and  aufficient  reasons  be  given  for  this  conduct,  or  that  the  said  Gusta- 
vus  Conyngham  be  immediately  released  from  his  present  rieorous  and  igno- 
minious confinement.  With  all  due  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

Retolvedf  That  unlesa  a  satisfactory  answer  be  received  to  the  aforegoing 
letter  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next»  the  marine  committee  do 
immediately  cause  to  be  confined,  in  close  and  safe  custody,  such  and  so  ma- 
ny persons  as  they  may  think  proper,  in  order  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  said 
Gustavus  Conyngnam. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  be  immediately  transmitted  to  New-Tork 
by  the  board  of  war,  and  that  copies  of  the  said  letter  and  resolution  be  de- 
livered to  the  wife  of  capt.  Conyngham  and  to  the  petitioners. 
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MONDAY.  Ju(y  19,  1779. 

A  memorial  from  Perzifor  Frazer  was  read,  declining,  on  account  of  the 
tfalaty.to  accept  the  office  of  clother-general ;  Whereupon^ 
Ordered,  That  Congress  proceed  to  a  new  choice. 

WEDNESDAY.  July  21,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hantington.  Mr.  Lovell,  and  Mr.  Mor* 
risy  oil  a  memorial  of  John  Gartia  Duarti.  and  the  reports  thereon,  brought  in 
a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Baolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  at  Boston  forthwith  deliver  to  the  said  J. 
G.  Duarti,  if  he  shall  require  it,  or  to  his  order,  all  the  coin  now  in  their 
hands,  and  all  the  goods  jet  unsold,  being  parts  of  the  cai^  of  the  snow 
■*  Noatrm  Sennora  ml  Carmcl  et  Saint  Antonio." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
I^aorena, 


»y  >*y 


PennMyhmua,  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

M'Clene, 
Mr.  M'Kean. 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 

Hemy. 

Forbes. 
Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 
]^Ir.  Laurens^ 

Dra3rtoi^ 


Afaryland, 


S.'CaroSna, 


If^nmptkire,  Mr.  Peabody. 
•UiBw'sat-Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell. 

Holten, 
^h^dt^hiamdt    Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer. 
Mr.  Jay. 

Duane, 

Morris, 
^^etsOsftey,      Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 

So  it  was  resolTed  in  the  affirmative. 

Aso/ecrf,  That  authenticated  copies  of  the  meroorial  and  representation  of 
the  said  J.  G.  Duarti,  and  all  the  other  papers  relative  to  the  said  snow,  her 
cargo,  ud  proceedings  had  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  his  excellency  the  go* 
▼erBor  of  tne  state  of  Virginia,  and  like  copies  transmitted  to  his  excellency 
the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  honorable  the  council  of 
Maiaachii8ett8*Bay ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  powers  respec- 
^r^jto  cause  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  be  taken,  that  full 
reparation  and  satisfaction  be  made  and  given  to  the  said  J.  G.  Duarti,  and 
the  owners  of  the  said  snow  and  carro,  for  the  injury  sustained  in  the  capture 
and  detention  of  the  said  snow  by  Joseph  Cunningham,  late  commander  of 
the  private  armed  schooner  Phcsnix,  as  appears  from  the  papers  and  exhibits 
afore  Mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  said  j>owers,  that  the 
moat  eflfectual  measures  be  taken,  within  their  .respective  jurisdictions,  for 
apprehending  and  bringing  to  condign  punishment  tne  said  Joseph  Cunning- 
ham, Carter  Braxton,  and  any  other  person  or  persons  that  may  be  justly 
deeflsed  gnil^  of  the  seizing  and  capture  of  the  said  J.  G.  Duarti,  with  the 
sud  snow,  her  crew  and  cargo,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations ;  to  the 
end»  that  the  good  faith  and  honour  of  these  United  States,  the  rights  of 
neutrality  and  laws  of  nations,  may  be  inviolably  maintained  and  supported : 

On  the  qoestion  for  inserting  '*  Carter  Braxton,"  which  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Gerry  aoud  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.Griffin» 


Ikm-BmifMtt,  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mmna^Mn^Bajh  BIr.Gerfy, 

liOFeU, 
Hohen, 
Hhode-Mand,      Mr.  Marchant, 
Connecticuty        Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 


iPenmykamOf 
IDdauxfftf 


Mr.  Jay. 

Morris. 
Mr.  Fell. 

Houston, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  ay  } 

'  M*Clene,        ay  J   ' 
Mr.  M'Kcan.  ay  >.ay 
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Marytand, 


N.' 


S^  Carolina, 


Mr.  CannichAe]»  ay 

Heniy»  ay 

Forbefl^  ay 

Firgifda,  Ifr.  Griffin,  no 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution^  the 
quired  by  Mr.  Laurens* 

1^,'HamjMre,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody» 
MaucfttU-Bayt'^,  Geny, 

Holten, 

LoveU, 
JRhode-liUmd,    Mr.  l^farchant* 
Conneetieutf      Mr.  Huntington, 

^Spencer, 
Mr.^Jay, 

Duane, 

MORfS^ 

Mr.  Fell, 
Houston, 


Mr.  Burke, 
Ssharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Draytoi^ 


^div. 


no 


Jfew-Torkf 


Nai^Jeney, 


Pamtyhania, 

Delaware^ 
3hrykuut, 

Firgmia^ 
M'CaroUna, 

S.' Carolina, 


yeas  and  najs  being  re- 


Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

M<Clene, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Camucbael, 

Heniy, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  BuriEe, 

Sharpe, 
Mr«  Laurens, 

Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

THURSDAY,  July  22,  1779. 

Mr.  J.  Hewes,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  took  hit 
seat  in  Congress. 

Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  a  dele^te  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended, 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Aner  readinc  the  journal  of  yesteraaj,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Peno, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Fleming,  to  reconsider  the  report  of  yesterday  respecting 
the  capture  of  the  snow  *■  Nostra  Sennora  del  Carmel  et  Saint  Antonio.'' 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


N.'Hampikntf  Mr.  IVlupple, 

Peal^Hody, 

Maua'atirBay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Holten, 

Mhofle-Aland,    Mr.  Marehant, 

Collins, 


Cmmecticuit 

AVw-Forib, 


iVhusftywy, 


Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Diiane, 
Morris, 
Lewia^ 
Mr.  Fen, 
Houston, 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


Permtjfhania,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Muhlenberg', 
MOlene, 

Delaware,         Mr.  Dickinsoi^ 

M'Kean, 

ihryland,        Mr.  Henry, 

Forbes^ 

VvrgtmOg  Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming, 
Griffin, 

N.'CaroUna,      Mr.  Penn, 


S,'Carolinaf 


Hewe%  excused    ^div. 
Sharpe,  noj 

Mr.  Laurens,  ay  > 

Drayton,  ay  J  "^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  captain  Barry,  and  one  from  captain  John  Tonng, 
to  their  owners,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  Delaware  and  Mary- 
land, and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 

A  representation  of  lieutenant-colonel  David  Brearly,  jun.  was  read,  set- 
ting forth,  •<  that  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  to  which  he  belongs,  has  lately 
appointed  him  chief-justice  of  that  state,  an  office  important  and  bononra- 
ble,  but  not  lucrative,  and  have  requested  him  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
retire  from  the  army  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  that  office :  that  he  is  de- 
termined to  compljr  with  their  request ;  but  is  very  desirous  of  holding  his 
rank  in  the  army  without  pay." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Resolved,  That  the  desire  of  lieutenant-colonel  David  Brearly,  jun.  to 
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liold  his  rank  in  the  arinj,  after  he  shall  have  accepted  the  office  of  chief- 
jvstiee  of  the  state  of  New-Jeraey,  cannot  be  complied  with. 

Whereas  great  numbers  of  the  privates  of  the  convention  troops  have 
deserted,  and  are  daily  deserting,  and  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  thej 
are  encouraged  thereto  by  their  officers: 

Rtaohed,  That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  at  their  discretion,  to  take 
effectual  measares  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  the  said  troops. 

FRIDAY,  Julji  23,  1779. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war, 

IkmdvMt  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  Andrew  Caldwell,  of  captain 
Coren'a  companj  of  laboratory  artillery-men,  be  accepted. 

Whereas  in  the  unsettled  state  of  public  aiairs,  during  the  contest  with 
Great-Britain,  the  necessities  of  the  United  Colonies  or  States  induced  their 
officers  in  snndty  places,  to  take  possession  of  divers  lots  or  pieces  of  ground 
in  many  ^f  the  United  Colonies  now  States^and  barracks,  hospitals,  stables, 
store-wmses  and  other  buildings  have  been  erected  thereon,  sometimes  with- 
oot  the  express  consent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  many  of  whom  now 
either  claim  exorbitant  rents,  or  attempt  to  seize  upon  and  hold  or  remove 
the  bnildiags  which  were  so  built  witnout  the  express  consent  of  the  said 
proprietors,  or  where  terms  have  been  agreed  on  and  the  times  for  which  the 
grounds  were  taken  are  expired, 

Rtaolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective 
states,  to  make  effectual  provision  by  laws  for  the  jpreservation  of  the  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  United  States  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and 
for  the  poaishment  of  those  who  shall*  seize  upon  or  injure  the  same.:  and 
that  in  cases  where  there  are  considerable  builuibp  which  cannot  be  remov- 
ed with  convenience  to  the  public,  th^  proprietors  of  the  ground  be  obliged 
to  suffer  the  buildings  to  remain  thereon,  at  least  during  the  war,  receiving 
therefor  sach  compensation  as  shall  be  allowed  by  indifferent  and  proper 
persons  duly  appointed  and  authorized  to  appraise  and  value  tlie  same :  tnat 
all  grounds  or  places  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  although  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals,  shall  remain  during  the  war  appropriated  (ifnot  before 
that  time  abandoned  by  orders  of  the  proper  authority,)  for  the  military  pur- 
poses intended  by  their  being  possessed  by  the  troops :  and  that  no  en- 
croachments shall  be  made  on  tne  said  grounds  or  places ;  but  the  officer 
commanding  at  the  post  shall  remove  all  such  encroachments  on  the  depen- 
dencies of  the  garrison,  the  forts  or  any  out-works  thereof,  so  that  such  ex- 
tent of  gronnd  shall  remain  unoccupied  for  any  private  purpose  round  the 
forts  or  garrisons,  as  the  defence  of  the  same  posts  may  require ;  and  that 
compensation  be  made  to  the  proprietors  of  such  grounds  in  the  manner 
herein  before  mentioned  :  that  where  permanent  buildings  are  erected  with 
the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  ground,  and  no  price  is  agreed  on  or  trans- 
fer made  thereof,  if  voluntary  ajsr^elnents  cannot  be  made,  the  appraisers  so 
to  be  appointed  as  herein  before  mentioned,  shall  value  and  appraise  the 
gronnd  on  which  such  building  is  erected,  according  to  circumstances,  and 
on  receipt  or  tender  of  the  amount  of  such  appraisement,  the  said  ground  be 
vested  in  and  considered  as  the  property  ot  the  United  States,  in  fee  sim- 
ple or  otherwise,  according  to  the  estate  held  therein  by  the  proprietor  or 
former  occupant  thereof. 

And  whereas  divers  persons  become  possessed  of  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  either  expressly  delivered  to  their  caroon  public  roads  from 
an  impossibility  to  transport  the  same  to  the  place  or  places  of  destination  by 
badness  of  roads,  breaking  down  of  teams  or  other  causes,  or  by  finding  or 
taking  the  same :  • 

Reaolvedt  That  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  said  legislatures  to  make 
provision  by  law,  to  di>lige  persons  possessed  of  horses,  cattle,  stores,  or 
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other  propertj  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to  deliver  the  samo  on  de- 
mand to  the  proper  officer,  or  in  case  no  demand  is  made,  to  give  notice 
thereof  in  a  limited  time  to  the  executive  power  of  the  state  wherein  they 
reside,  or  to  the  nearest  quarter-roaster,  commissary  or  public  a^nt,  anil 
imposing  heavy  fines  on  such  who  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do ;  and  io  cases 
of  felonies  committed  on  the  property  of  the  United  States,  that  persons 
guilty  thereof  be  brought  to  immediate  and  exemplary  puntshroent. 

The  board  of  war  having  reported  a  plan  fur  regulating  the  hide  depart- 
ment, Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  whensoever  the  business  of  tlie  hide  department  shall  re* 
quire  it  in  any  state,  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint 
a  proper  person  to  be  commissary  of  hides  therein,  reraovatile  by  the  said 
board  for  mismanagement,  or  when  by  the  alteration  of  circa  mstaoces  in 
the  particular  state  no  such  officer  is  farther  necessary :  provided,  that  when 
the  business  of  the  department  will  admit  of  it,  two  or  more  states  may,  by 
the  said  board,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  one  commissary: 

That  the  board  of  war  draw  up  instructions,  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
direction  and  government  of  the  commissaries  of  hides  in  the  respective 
states,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  to  regulate  their  conduct  by  such  ia- 
structions : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  respectiTe  states, 
in  which  commissaries  of  hides  are  thousht  necessary  to  be  appointed,  to 
superintend  their  conduct,  and  in  case  oi  deiinqaency  to  sospend  the  per- 
son acting  in  that  office,  informing  Congress,  or  the  board  of  war  thereof,  and 
of  the  reason  on  which  such  suspension  is  founded : 

That  the  clothier-general  have  tlie  superintendence  of  the  conimiasa* 
ties  of  hides,  and  that  he  be  allowed  a  clerk  extraordinary  to  enable  him  to 
transact  tiie  business  with  the  said  commissaries,  who  shall  make  retoms 
at  least  quarterly  to  the  clothier-eeneral,  and  he  shall  draw  the  whole  of  the 
returns  received  from  the  several  commissaries  into  a  general  return,  and 
transmit  the  same  quarterly  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  the  clothier-general  supply  monies,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  con^- 
nissaries  in  the  respective  stotes,  to  enable  them  to  perform  their  contracts 
and  pay  their  assistants  and  clerks ;  and  that  he  be  furnished  with  mooey 
accordingly  by  the  board  of  treasury,  on  estimates  signed  by  the  board 
of  war: 

That  the  respective  commissaries  of  hides  have  so  many  assistants  mud 
clerks,  aa  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  war  the  circumstances^  of  their  busi- 
ness shall,  from  time  to  time,  require :  . 

That  the  pay  of  a  commissary  of  hides  be  a  sum  not  exceeding  300  dollars 
per  month,  one  ration  a  day,  and  the  value  of  three  rations  more,  as  it  qow 
IS,  or  hereafter  shall  be  settled  for  officers  in  the  line,  and  forage  f«»r  one 
horse: 

That  the  pay  of  an  assistant  commissary  be  a  sum  not  exceeding  140 
dollars  per  month,  one  ration  a  day,  the  value  of  one  ration  more  as  above- 
mentioned,  and  forage  for  an  horse. 

Resolveit  That  the  pay  of  a  clerk  be  a  sum  not  exceeding  100  dollars 
per  month,  one  ration  a  day,  and  the  value  of  one  ration  more  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  for  regulating  and  retrenching  die  expenses  of 
tiie  departments,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read* 
*  Ordered,  That  60  copies  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  mmrd  of  treasury  be  authorised  to  employ  and  agree 
with  a  copperplate-printer,  on  snch  terms  as  they  shall  judgs  reasonable. 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  they  have  appointed  Francis  Swaioe, 
Henry  Epple,  Michael  Kinunell,  Jacob  Uraff,  jr.  Christopher  Baker,  David 
Shaffer,  ir.Michael  Shubart,  Henry  Kammerer,  James  Wilson,  Jacob  Bchrei- 
tier,  and  Charles  Cist,  signers  of  bills  of  credit 
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SATURDAY,  JtUy  24.  1779. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Feabodj,  secooded  by  Mr.  LaureQB. 
Et$olved,  'fhftt  so  nuck  of  the  reaolotioB  fnwtd  jesterdaj,  respectinff  tfie 
preaenration  of  the  public  buildings  &c.  as  relates  to  the  purchase  of  the 

8 round  trhereon  permanent  buildings  are  erected,  be  re-considered,  and  ^ftt 
^e  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clothier-general ;  and,  the  ballott 
bein^  taken«  Mr.  James  Wilkinson  was  elected,  having  been  previoaslj 
nominated  by  Mr.  Henry. 

MONDAY,  July  26,  1779. 

Mr.  C.  Harnett,  a  delegate  of  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  tool  his  seat 
io  Congress. 

A  letter  of  die  2t8t»  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  his 
orders  of  the  10th  to  general  Wayne,  for  the  attack  of  Stoney-Point,  orders 
issued  by  general  Wayne  July  the  15th,  and  general  Wayne's  letter  of  the 
17tfa  to  general  Washington,  giving  an  account  of  his  success,  and  enclosing 
a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  and  of  the  stores  taken : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  tlie  committee  of  intelligence. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Jieeoived,  WMimmouriy,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  his  excel- 
lency ceneral  Washington,  for  the  vigilance,  wisdom  and  magnanimity,  with 
which  he  hath  conducted  the  military  operations  of  these  states,  and  which 
are  among  many  other  signal  instances  manifested  in  his  orders  for  the  late 
glorious  enterprize  and  successful  attack  on  the  enemy's  fortress  on  the 
banks  of  Hudson's  river. 

Rettdvidf  nnimimotts/y.  That  tlie  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  brin- 
dier-general  Wayne,  for  his  brave,  prudent  aud  soldiery  conduct  in  tne 
spirited  and  well  conducted  attack  of  Stoney-Point. 

Resaived,  unatdmoudy.  That  Congress  entertain  a  proper  sense  of  the  good 
conduct  of  the  oflkers  and  soldiers  under  the  command  of  brigadier-general 
Wayne,  in  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  works  at  Stoney-Point,  and  high^  com- 
mend tile  coolness,  discipline  and  nrm  intrepidity  exhibited  on  that  occasion. 

Xemdved,  unanimoudyt  That  lieutenant-col.  Fleury,  and  major  Stewart^ 
who,  by  their  situation  m  leading  the  two  attacks,  had  a  more  immediate  op- 
portunity of  distinguishing  themselves,  have,  by  their  personal  achievements^ 
exhibited  a  bright  example  to  their  brother  solclier8,4ind  merit  in  a  partieulac 
manner  the  approbation  and  acknowledgment  of  the  United  States. 

Metalvedt  unammoudy.  That  Congress  warmly  approve  and  applaud  the 
cool,  determined  spirit  with  which  lieut  Gibbons  and  lieut.  Knox  led  on  tiie 
forlorn  hope,  braving  danger  and  death  in  the  cause  of  their  country. 

Raolvedt  tmanisioiisly,  That  a  medal,  emblematical  of  this  actipn,  be  strudL: 

That  one  of  gold  be  presented  to  brigadier-general  Wayne,  and  a  silver 
one  to  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  and  major  Stewart  respectively. 

Removed,  unatdnumdyf  That  brevets  of  captain  be  given  to  HeutenanI  Gib- 
bons and  lieutenant  Knox : 

That  the  brevet  of  captain  be  ffiven  to  Mr.  Archer,  the  bearer  of  the  gen* 
eral's  letter,  and  volunteer  aid  to  origadier-general  Wayne : 

That  Coneress  approve  the  promises  of  reward  made  by  brigadier-general 
Wayne,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  to  the  troops  under 
his  command : 

That  the  value  of  thennilitary  stores  taken  at  Stoney-Point  be  ascertained 
and  dlvid«l  aveng  the  gallant  troops  by  whom  it  was  reduced,  in  such  man^ 
ner  and  proportion  as  the  commanaer  in  chief  shall  prescribe* 

TUESDAY,  July  27,  1779. 

Mr.  Matthews,  one  of  the  delegates  from  South^Csfolina,  attended)  and 
produced  his  credentials. 
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Mr.  Drayton  laid  before  Congress  farther  credentials,  which  were  read. 

The  committee,  consisting;  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr.  Hun- 
tington, to  whom  was  referred  an  address  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  brooght 
in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Remved,  That  the  sense  expressed  of  the  endeavors  of  Congress  for  the 
general  good  in  the  address  of  the  merchants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  is  verj 
acceptaUe,  and  they  may  rest  assured  that  Congress  will  at  all  times  par 
a  proper  attention  to  the  mercantile,  in  common  with  the  other  interest  <^ 
the  citizens  of  these  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  the  above  acknowledgment  and  assurance  on  the 
part  of  Congress  to  the  merchants  of  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  treasury  cause  the  medals,  in  honor  of  the 
commander  in  chief  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  to  be  struck 
without  delay,  agreeably  to  the  several  resolutions  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved^  That  brigadier-general  Scott  be  ordered  to  use  every  means  ia 
his  power  to  forward  the  troops  under  his  command  to  Charleston,  in  Soq&- 
Carolina,  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

A  letter,  of  tne  19th,  from  major-general  Heath,  was  read,  desiring  to  be 
excused  from  acting  as  commissioner  of  the  board  of  war. 

THURSDAY,  July  29,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  28th,  from  capt.  Baidesqui,  pay-master  of  brigadier  count 
Pulaski's  legion,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  cause  the  accounts 
of  the  said  legion,  for  the  reason  set  forth  in  the  said  letter,  to  be  settled  on 
such  proofs  as  in  the  discretion  of  the  auditors  or  commissioners  of  accounts 
shall  be  judged  satisfactory. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  commissioners  of  claims,  and, 
the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  John  Dyer  Mercier  and  Mr.  Eleazer  M'Comb 
were  elected. 

On  motion  by  the  committee  on  appeals, 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  elected  for  the  said  committee,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  are  absent:  the  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Marchant  and  Mr.  I^ndolph. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant  Adamsun  Tannehill,  of  Rawline's  regiment,  be 
appointed  a  captain  in  that  regiment,  his  commission  to  be  dated  the  1st  of 
April,  1778. 

FRIDAY,  July  SO,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  the  minister  of  France,  was  read,  enclosing  an 
appointment  of  sieur  de'Annemours  to  be  vice-consul  in  the  state  of  Vii^inia: 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee ;  and  that 
{hey  cause  the  commission  of  Mr.  d'Annemours  to  be  recorded  in  the  book 
by  them  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  his  appointment  made  known  to  all  con- 
cerned. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports  of  the  board  of 
treasury  relative  to  finance ;  and  thereupon  agreed  to  the  following 

Ordioanee  for  eatabliihiiig  a  board  of  treaniy,  and  the  proper  officen  for  mailing  die  finHiw* 

of  theae  United  States. 

The  principal  officers  of  the  board  shall  consist  of  three  commissioners, 
not  members  of  Congress,  and  two  members  of  Congress,  any  three  of  whom 
to  form  a  board  for  the  despatch  of  business.    The  commissioners  shall  be 
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aannallj  appoioted  bj  Congress,  and  continue  in  office  until  a  new  election* 
No  member  of  Congress  shall  continue  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  said  board 
longer  than  six  months  bj  virtue  of  one  appointment,  nor  shall  there  be 
more  than  one  member  of  the  said  board  at  anj  time  belonging  to  the  same 
state.  The  board  to  have  a  seal  of  office,  a  secretary,  a  clerk  and  messen- 
ger ;  the  secretary  to  be  annually  appointed  by  Congress,  the  clerk  and  mes- 
senger  by  the  board. 

Tliat  Oiere  be  the  following  offices :  the  auditor-general's,  the  treasurer's, 
two  chambers  of  accounts,  and  six  auditors  for  settling  claims  and  accounts 
arising  in  the  army. 

That  in  the  auditor's  office  there  be  an  auditor-general,  and  assistant  an- 
snally  afipointed  by  Congress,  and  two  clerks  appointed  by  the  auditor-ged. 

That  in  tlie  treasurer's  office  there  be  one  treasurer  annually  appointed 
by  Congress,  and  one  clerk  appointed  by  the  treasurer. 
'  That  each  chamber  of  accounts  shall  consist  of  three  commissioners  and 
two  clerks. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  discharge  the  auditors  of  the 
arm^  or  asy  of  them  whenever  they  shall  find  it  expedient. 

Ihat  the  commissioners  and  clerks  of  the  chamber  of  accounts,  and  au- 
ditors for  the  army,  be  annually  elected  by  Congress ;  and  that  the  auditor- 
general,  treasurer  and  auditors  for  the  army,  be  respectively  accountable  for 
die  conduct  of  their  clerks. 

That  apartments  be  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the  several  offices 
sf  the  treasury,  in  the  city  or  place  where  Coneress  shall  hold  their  sessions. 

That  the  duties  of  the  several  offices  be  as  Allows : 

T^  commissioners  or  board  of  treasury  to  have  the  general  superinten- 
dence of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  officers  entrusted  with 
the  receipt  and  expenditure  or  application  of  the  public  money,  bills  of  ex- 
change or  loan-office  certificates :  to  inspect  the  treasury :  to  lay  before 
Congreia  estimates  of  the  public  expenses,  and  necessary  supplies :  and  to 
call  on  public  officers  for  information :  to  carry  into  effect  all  acts  and  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  for  emitting  Bills  of  credit  and  of  exchange,  loan- office 
certificates  or  other  securities,  and  establishing  lotteries :  to  deposit  in  the  pro- 
per offices,  such  bills,  certificates  and  securities  when  emitted ;  and  all  mo- 
nies ansineYrom  loans,  taxes  and  lotteries:  to  see  that  the  public  accounts 
are  r^lany  stated  in  the  auditor's  office,  and  all  public  debtors  brought  to 
account,  frauds  detected,  and  defaulters  punished :  to  sue  and  prosecute  for 
&U  debts,  wrongs  and  injuries  touching  the  finances  or  property  vested  in 
Congress :  to  instruct  in  their  duty  all  officers  concerneci  in  the  finances  or 
accounts,  and  to  suspend  any  of  them  for  negligence  or  misdemeanor,  till 
the  pleasure  of  Congress  can  be  known :  to  register  and  preserve  all  con- 
tracts and  securities  appertaining  to  the  United  States :  to  grant  under  their 
seal  of  office  "  a  quietus"  to  accountants  on  a  final  settlement:  where  objec- 
tions are  discovered  against  the  report  of  the  commissioners  or  auditors,  to 
rectify  their  respective  errors  and  instruct  them  where  they  are  in  doubt:  to 
determine  on  appeals  by  an  accountant  from  the  decision  of  any  of  the  audi- 
tors or  commissioners  on  any  charge  or  voucher  which  they  may  respectively 
t'eject:  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  all  requisitions  for  the  advance  of  mo- 
ney for  public  services,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress  :  to  grant  warrants 
under  their  seal  on  the  treasurer  for  balances  of  accounts  «nd  partial  pay- 
ments. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  clause,  as  far  as  "  payments,"  the  yeas  and 

^ays  being  require  by  Mr.  Gerry,  who  objected  to  the  words  '<  for  balances 

^f  accounts  and  partial  payments," 

^,'HampMre,  Mr.  Peabody,  sy  ^sy    xntfde-UUmdf  Mr.  Collina,  ay  Vay 

MQu»tt9-May^  Mr.  Geiiy,  no*^        \Conmctiaa^     Mr.  Spencer,  ay  )«y 

LoreU, 

Uohen, 
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M^ph-Ttrk^        Mr.  Jay, 

Duane» 
Lewis, 
JVhiK^Tfey,      Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 
Penmyhaniat  Mr.  M'Clene, 
Oeimmtrt^         Mr.  Vandyke, 
Maryland^        Mr.  Canxiichael, 

Forbe% 


ayUy 

»y3 

no  )4io 


VtrgmiOt 
N-CanUna, 

S-CanKnOf 


Mr.  Smith, 
GrifRn, 

Mr.  Haroelt, 
Burke, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


*y5 
*yl 

ayj.ay 

*y>«y 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  for  such  advances  as  Congress  shall  direct  to  be  made  for  the  poblie 
service :  which  being  entered  in  the  auditors  office,  and  certified  to  be  passed 
by  him,  shall  be  paid.  And  generally  to  perform  all  such  duties  as  shall  be 
assigned  them  by  Congress. 

The  auditor-general.  All  accounts  and  claims  against  the  United  States 
(except  such  as  are  proper  to  be  adjusted  in  the  field  by  the  auditors  pf  the 
armyj  shall  be  exhibited  to  him,  and  the  nature  or  title  and  the  amount  of 
the  cuum  or  account  being  registered,  the  same  shall  be  referred  by  him  to^ne 
of  the  chambers  of  accounts  for  settlement ;  and  being  accoruingiy  there 
adjusted,  shall  be  reported  to  him  :  he  is  then  with  his  assistant  to  examine 
the  nature  of  the  char|;es  and  vouchers,  and  to  reject  such  as  appear  to  him 
to  be  improper,  allowing  an  appeal  from  his  determination  to  tne  board  of 
treasury,  when  demanded  by  the  accountant.  After  examination  and  pre- 
vious to  their  being  entered  in  the  books  of  the  treasury,  he  is  to  present 
the  accounts  to  the  board  of  treasury  for  their  final  determination  ;  he  shall 
direct  the  method,  not  onlj  of  stating  the  public  books  of  accounts  of  the 
treasury  (which  are  to  exhibit  a  comprehensive  view  of  tlie  finances  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  United  States)  but  of  all  other  books  of  accounts  of  pub- 
lic offices  connected  with  the  treasury,  and  the  manner  of  their  nspective 
returns  and  reports  :  and  through  him  all  orders  and  instructions  to  the 
chambers  of  accounts  and  auditors  of  the  army  are  to  be  communicated.  All 
warrants  on  the  treasury  or  loan-offices  for  issuing  public  monev,  are  to  be 
entered  io  the  auditor's  office,  and  certified  to  be  passed  by  him  before  they 
shall  be  paid^  and  he  is  forthwith  to  charge  the  amount  of  such  warrants  to 
the  department  or  person  who  is  accountable.  In  case  of  his  abaooce  by 
sickness  or  with  leave  of  the  treasury-board,  all  the  duties  hereby  aaaignea 
to  him  shall  be  executed  by  the  assistant  auditor-general,  who  shall  also  be  the 
principal  accountant  in  keeping  and  stating  the  public  books  at  the  treasury. 

The  treasurer  is  to  receive  and  keep  the  monies  of  the  United  States,  and 
issue  them  on  bills  drawn  by  the  president  of  Congress  or  board  of  treasury. 
On  receiving  money*  he  shall  gjive  a  receipt,  and  on  every  payment  take 
one  to  serve  as  his  voucher :  he  is  to  render  his  accounts  quarterly  to  the  au- 
ditor-general, for  examination  by  one  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  and  be- 
ing reported  to  and  approved  by  the  auditor,  and  presented  by  him  io  the 
board  of  treasury,  anif  no  objections  appearing  to  them,  a  copy  shall  be 
transmitted  to  Congress.  All  loan-officers  shall  make  monthlv  returns  to 
him  as  well  as  to  the  board  of  treasury,  of  the  monies  in  their  nands  arising 
from  loans,  taxes  or  other  means ;  on  which  returns  he  shall  charge  such  offi- 
cers in  his  books :  when  a^  warrant  is  drawn  on  him  and  he  finds  it  conve* 
liientthat  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  money  in  any  loan-office*  he  shall  en- 
dorse on  the  warrant  an  order  to  the  loan-officer,  requiring  him  to  discharge 
it  accordingly ;  but  before  it  is  transmitted  he  shall  produce  the  endorsements 
to  the  auditor-general,  who  shall  register  and  certify  it  to  have  been  passed 
by  him,  and^t^e  loan-officer  is  authorised  and  directed  to  pay  it ;  and  both  the 
auditor-general  and  the  treasurer  are  to  credit  the  loan-oticer  with  the  sum 
which  he  is  required  to  pay  by  such  warrant  and  order. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  clause,  beginning  at ''all  loan-officers,' 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerryi 
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Ifr.  Whipple. 
"Peahody^ 
Muta^attw-JSay,  Ifr.  Qenf, 

Lovcfi, 
Holteii, 
iRgAMwrf,    Mr.  Uaiehant, 
/Vbo-Ffrfc,        Mr.  Jay, 

Lewi% 
•Vn»Jbw|^      Mr.  Fell. 

Houston, 


ayVay 
ay\ 


Pemujfhiama,  Mr.  Shlppen, 

Searie, 

Muhlenberg", 
DaanHBtf         Mr.  Vandyke^  ay  )«y 

Maryland,        Mr.  Camiichae],       ay  > 

Forbes,  ay  )  ^'^ 

Fifginiap  Mr.  Smitli,  ^y  i 

Fleming*,  f^yft^y 

Randolph,         ayi 
1^,'CaroKfUh     Mr.  Burice 

Harnett, 
^l-CorvJOTO,     '  Mr.  Matthew!^ 

Drayton, 


So  it  WIS  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  chmnbers  of  accotinta,  on  the  reference  of  die  auditor-general,  shall 
carefnllj  examine  claims  and  accounts  against  the  United  States ;  compare 
the  dharEes  with  the  allowance  bj  Congress,  aad  the  vouchers  to  support 
them;TMttce  such  articles  as  are  overcharged,  and  reject  such  as  are  ground* 
less  ormiqust,  as  well  as  the  vouchers  which  shall  appear  to  them  incompe- 
tent ;  they  shall  have  power  to  examine  witnesses,  being  first  sworn  or  affirm* 
•d  bj  them,  or  one  of  them,  and  to  call  for  any  books  or  papers  in  the  public 
offices^  or  in  the  custody  of  any  public  officer ;  wken  they  reduce  or  reject  a 
chai^ge,  or  set  aside  a  voucher,  they  shall  allow  the  accountant  or  claimant 
an  appeal  to  the  auditor-general  if  demanded. 

The  auditors  of  the  army  shall  respectively  reside  in  the  main  army  or  de- 
tacVimeut  of  the  army,  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed  by  the  board  of 
treasury,  and  not  be  absent  without  leave  of  the  commander  in  chief  or  com- 
inandinff  officer.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  call  to  account  all  regimental  officers 
ittdebtea  to  the  public :  to  receive  the  pay-roils  and  abstracts  of  the  army- 
from  the  pay-master  general  or  his  deputies,  who  shall  previously  examine 
and  certi^  the  sum  due ;  to  settle  all  other  accovnts  of  the  armj,  excepting 
those  in  die  departments  of  the  quarter-master,  pay-master,  directors,  clo- 
thier, barrack-master,  or  commissaries  of  provisions,  prisoners,  or  military 
stores ;  bat  when  any  articles  in  any  of  those  departments  are  mixed  with 
chai]ges  within  the  immediate  duty  of  the  auditor,  he  shall  isettle  the  whole 
account  notwithstanding.  He  shall  also  adjust  all  other  accounts  which  he 
shall  be  instructed  by  the  board  of  treasury  to  do.  He  shall  present  the  ac- 
counts settled  by  him,  and  the  abstracts,  with  certificates  of  what  is  due,  to 
the  commander  in  chief  or  commander  of  a  detathment,  having  a  military 
chest,  who  shall  thereupon,  unless  he  have  reasons  to  the  contrary,  issue 
warrants  on  the  pay-master,  or  deputy  pay-master  general,  in  discharse 
thereof.  He  shall  make  report  of  all  his  settlements  and  transactions  to  the 
auditor-general,  at  such  times  and  in  such  forms  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
auditor-general.  In  all  other  respects  he  shall  execute  his  duty  as  pre- 
scribed by  act  of  Congress,  dated  the  6th  da^  of  Febraary,  1778,  and  such 
instructions  as  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the  board  of  treasury. 

MONDAY,  Jugust  £,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Huntington^  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  M'Kean,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  of  the  26th  of  July,  with  sundry  papers 
relating;  tnereto,  with  authority  to  confer  with  the  president  and  supreme 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  minister  and  consul  of  France, 
and  who  were  directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  state  of  facts,  together  with 
their  opinion  of  the  measures  proper  for  Congress  to  adopt  thereupon,  brought 
ia  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

ibiolecvi.  That  the  minister  of  France  be  assured  that  Congress  will,  at  all 
times,  aiTord  every  countenance  and  protection  to  the  consuls  and  other  ser- 
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▼ants  of  his  most  Christian  majesty*  within  the  powers  and  authorities  to 
them  delegated  bj  their  constituents : 

That  the  several  appointments  of  consuls  made,  and  which  may  hereafter 
be  made  and  approved  by  Coneress,  be  duly  reeistered  in  the  secretary's 
office,  and  properly  notified  by  tiie  president  to  the  executive  authorilies  ik 
the  respective  states,  in  whose  port  such  consuls  may  reside : 

That  the  measures  taken  by  Mr.  Holker  to  procure  flour  for  the  fleet  of  hi$ 
most  Christian  majesty  in  the  way  of  commerce, '  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  made  known  unto,  and  been  fully  approved  by  Congress :  that  the  seve- 
ral proceedings  and  publications  complained  of  by  the  minister  on  that  sub- 
ject, are  very  injurious  to  the  servants  of  his  said  majesty,  and  that  Congress 
do  highly  disapprove  the  same : 

That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  be  in- 
formed that  any  prosecutions  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  direct,  for  such 
matters  and  things  in  the  said  publications  or  transactions  as  may  be  against 
the  laws  of  nations,  shall  be  carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  president  and  supreme 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  have  taken  proper  measures  to  restore 
Xhe  flour  taken  from  the  agents  of  Mr.  Holker. 

TUESDAY,  Jtugud  3,  ^779. 

^   Whereas  Thomas  White,  of  Kent  county,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  veo- 
man,  was  arrested  by  bris.gen.  Small  wood,  in  pursuanceof  an  order  of  Con- 
gress of  the  S6th  day  of  March,  1778,  and  afterwards  on  the  27th  day  of  May, 
m  the  same  year,  was  permitted  to  remain  at  his  own  house  on  parole : 
On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Delaware, 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  White  be  discharged  from  his  parole. 

WEDNESDAY,  .Au^rtis^  4,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Lewis, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France, 
relative  to  the  ship  Mary  and  £li74ibeth's  cargo,  brought  in  a  report,  which 
was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  do  not  entertain  any  suspicion  tliat  Mr.  Holker, 
agent  of  the  marine  ofhis  most  Christian  majesty,  had  any  participation  in, 
or  knowledge  of  the  shipping  of  provisions  on  private  account  on  board  ves- 
sels despatched  in  the  name  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 

Resolved,  That  frauds  by  masters  and  shippers  are  off*ences  against  the 
municipal  laws,  and  are  to  be  investigated  by  the  magistrates  of  the  states 
respectively. ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  have  leave  of  absence. 

THURSDAY,  August  5,  1779. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  of  Ne^  -Jersey,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

FRIDAY,  August  6,  1779. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  prepared  a  table  for  the  payment  of  inte- 
rest, agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  June  the  29th»  1779,  submitted 
the  same  to  Congress  for  approbation. 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  they  have  appointed  John  Levmus 
Clarkson,  William  Ramsay,  and  Patrick  Ferril,  signers  of  bills  of  credit. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  respectiDg 
an  allowance  for  the  commissioners  in  Europe,  brought  in  a  report;  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  an  allowance  of  11,428  livres  toumois  per  annnm,  be 
made  to  the  several  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  for  their 
services,  besides  their  reasonable  expenses  respectively : 
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That  the  salary,  as  well  as  the  expenses,  be  computed  from  the  time  of 
their  leavior  their  places  of  abode  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  offices,  to 
be  contiaueo  three  mouths  after  notice  of  their  recat,  to  enable  them  to  re« 
torn  to  their  families  respectively : 

That  the  seyeral  commissioners,  commercial  agents  and  others  in  Europe 
entrusted  with  the  public  monej,  be  directed  to  transmit,  without  delay,* 
their  accounts  and  Youchers,  and  also  triplicate  copies  of  the  same  to  the 
board  of  treasury  of  these  United  States  in  order  for  settlement. 

Mesolvedt  That  a  suitable  person  l>e  appointed  by  Congress  to  examine 
the  said  accounts  in  Europe,  and  certify  nis  opinion  thereon  previous  to 
ibtir  being  transmitted : 

That  the  txNird  of  treasury  be  directed  to  report  for  Mr.  Deane  a  rea- 
sonable allowance,  for  his  time  and  expenses  from  the  expiration  of  three 
months  after  the  notice  of  his  recal  to  the  present  time. 

A  nuvtion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 

That  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  esq.  late  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  and  political  and  commercial  agent,  be  excused  from  any  fur- 
ther attendance  on  Congress,  in  order  that  he  may  settle  his  accounts  with- 
out delay,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  M^Kean,  to 
amend  the  motion  by  striking  out  the  words  <*  in  order,'^  &c.  to  the  end : 

Question,  shall  those  words  stand?  Passed  in  the  nei^tive. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten,  to  amend  far- 
ther by  striking  out  **  excused,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  "  discharged :" 

Question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


N.'&npJiny  Sb*.  Whipple, 

Peftbody, 
JfiiaM'flttf- Aiy,  Ifr.  Geny, 

LoveU 
Holten, 
JOrndtt-Mmd^    Mr.  Marchant^ 
Mr.  Huntmgton, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Duane, 
Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 
Fell, 
Houston, 


.Yeo-Ttri, 


^cttf-Jcncfff 


ay/ 

ayVay 

ay  >ay 

>  no 

»y> 

no>ay 

*y3 


no 
no 
no 


PemuffhamOf  Mr.  Annstrong*, 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searie, 
M<Clene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Vandyke, 
M'Kean, 

Mr.  Cannichael^ 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming*, 

Mr.Penn, 
Harnett^ 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  DrajTton, 


Dekaotwe, 

Maryland^ 
Virginia^ 


m) 


S^'CaroSnOf 


*  For  inserting  the  woids  "without  delay,"  which  were  moved  by  Mr.  Marchant,  ind 
seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurem^ 


If.'Hamp$hiref    Mr.  Peabody, 
MamttttU-Bay^  Mr.  Gemr, 

Lovell 


Gotmeeridrf; 
NewJenefff 


Holten, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Jay. 

Lewis^ 
Mr.  Scudder, 

FeU, 

Houston, 
^MtuyAMMO^     Mr,  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Searlc, 

Mublenbexg^,  no 

M<Clene,        ay^ 
8«  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmtthrc. 


Delaware^ 

Mhryland^ 
Virginia^ 

N.'CaroSnaf 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Vandyke, 
M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichae^ 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Flenung, 
Randol]^ 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnet^ 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  tAurens, 
Drayton, 


ay 
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So  it  was  resolved,  that  the  hon.  Silas  Deane,  esq.  late  one  of  the  coamb- 
sioners  at  the  court  of  Versailles  and  political  and  commercial  agentibe  dii- 
charged  from  an  j  farther  attendance  on  Congress* 

SATUBBAT,  August  7,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  Rev.  Henrj  Miller,  chaplain  to  the  Ciennaoi 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign: 

Xesolvedt  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  captain  Colombe, 
reqnesttngthe  rank  of  major,  having  reported  specially  thereon : 

Coneress  took  their  report  into  consiaeration :  and,  thereapon, 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  captain  Colombe  be  not  granted. 

TUESDAY*  JIugust  10,  177% 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  continued  to  the  2dd  July  last,  from  W.  Bin^m, 
was  read. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Resolved,  That  the  president  write  to  governor  Caswell,  to  request  that 
he  would  give  the  necessary  orders  for  rorwardiog  the  troops  of  that  state 
directed  to  go  to  Sooth-Carolina,  with  all  possible  despatch :  and  that  major- 
general  Lincoln  be  requested  to  continue  his  command  in  South-Caralioa,  if 
the  state  of  his  health  will  permit,  until  he  shall  receive  farther  directioiis 
from  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  coprof  the  intelligence  contained  in  Mr.  Bingham's  let- 
ter, be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickinson, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  drcular 
letter  to  the  several  states,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report  specially 
what  part  of  the  late  communications  of  the  minister  of  France  and  of  the 
intelligence  contained  in  Mr.  Bingham's  letter,  they  shall  judge  proper  to 
be  communicated  to  the  several  states. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  11 ,  1 779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

Resolved,  That  these  United  States  will  reimburse  to  the  state  of  Sooth- 
Carolina,  such  sums  of  money  as  that  state  may  advance  for  importing  such 
military  stores  as  shall  be  deemed  immediately  necessary  by  the  cooimAnd* 
ing  officer  of  the  continental  troops  in  the  southern  department,  for  the  de* 
fence  of  the  said  department 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sntith,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurent  and  Mr.  Drayton,  to 
whom  wafr  referred  a  memorial  from  the  officers  of  the  Ught  dragoons,  and 
who  were  ioatnicted  to  report  on  a  farther  provision  for  the  i^cersof  tbe 
arm^,  and  a  part  of  the  report  having  been  struck  out,  va« 

**  That  all  military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  are  or  shall  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  continue  therein  during  the 
war,  shall,  after  the  conclusion  thereof,,  receive  annually  during  their  aatsnl 
lives  half  of  their  pay.^' 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 

To  amend  tbe  report  by  inserting  in  the  room  of  the  words  struck  out,  as 
follows : 

<'  That  the  half  pay  provided  by  the  resolution  of  the  15th  of  May,  1773, 
be  extended  to  continue  for  life ;  and  that  the  holding  of  a  civil  office  asder 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  no  bar  to  prevent  any  officer  from 
receiving  the  same." 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  a  division  was  calM  for;  and,  on 
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the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  firfit  clause  of  the  amendment^  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Carmicbaely 
K'HampaUrtj  Mr.  Peabody,         no  ^o 


MmA^M^Bay^  Mr.  Genr, 

velL 


Ithodt-iJkni^ 


no 


no 


Lovell, 

Holten, 
Mr.  Marcbant, 

Collins, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Duane, 

Lewii^ 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative. 


Xem-nrk, 


no 

no^no 

no 

no' 

no 

no 

no 

ay 

ay  ^  ay 


ayVay 
no> 


PemuyfconMt,  Mr.  Armstrongs 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop, 

Mr.  M<Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming, 
Kandolpb, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewes, 


Maryland, 


firginia, 
^.'CaroUnOf 


Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Mattbewa, 


ayi 

ay  ' 

ayl 
ayWy 

*y3 

ayUy 

»yi 

ay  )^y 


THURSDAY,  Jugua  12,  1779. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis  che- 
valier de  la  Nos,  Jttles  Anne  le  Moine,  chevalier  de  Neufielle,  &c.  report-, 
that  they  have  examined  into  the  matter  complained  of  in  ^e  said  memorial, 
and  find  the  facts  therein  set  forth  to  be  trolj  stated  :"  Whereupon  Congress 
came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  Francis  chevalier  de  la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  le  Moine,  chevalier  de 
Neufieile,  Julien  Bouchand,  and  Joseph  Jacob  du  Tetre,  subjects  of  his 
most  Christian  majesty,  have  by  due  course  of  law  recovered  judgment 
astinst  John  Douglass,  late  commander  of  the  privateer,  schooner  called  the 
nanter,  by  commission  under  Cimeress,  for  the  sum  of  £  9780  for  injuries 
the V  had  sustained  from  the  said  John  Douglass,  while  acting  under  pretext 
of  his  said  commission,  and  seizing  and  taking  the  said  Francis  chevalier  de 
la  Nos,  Jules  Anne  ie  Moine,  chevalier  de  Neufielle,  Julien  Bouchand,  and 
Joseph  Jacob  du  Tetre,  their  vessel  and  cargo ;  and  that  since  the  said  judg- 
ment was  obtained,  the  said  John  Douglass  hath  absconded  out  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  and  eluded  the  said  Judgment,  and  prevented  redress  for  the 
said  injanes  committed  ;  therefore, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  bond  given  at  the  time  the  said  John  Doujglass  ob- 
tained his  said  commission  be  put  in  suit,  and  that  his  said  commission  be  va- 
cated and  made  void  ;  and  also  that  the  said  John  Douglass  be  not  admitted 
to  hold  any  commission  under  the  United  States,  on  board  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  war,  until  such  time  as  he  shall  surrender  himself  and  abide  the  said 
judgment  against  him,  or  procure  the  same  to  be  reversed  or  set  aside  by 
due  course  of  law. 

Mr.  Root,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  a 
farther  allowance  for  the  officers  of  the  army;  and  farther  amendments  be- 
ing moved  : 

Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  amendments,  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  five :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  SmiUi,  Mr 
Root,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

SATURDAY,  August  14,  1779. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant, 

RfMlved,  That  a  member  be  appointed  for  the  committee  of  appeals,  in  the 
room  of  Mr  Henry,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.Rloot. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Gerry,  ap- 
IMtnted  te  prepare  a  letter  to  the  several  states,  brought  in  a  draught,  which 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

You  UL  43 
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Sir,  Congress  have  deemed  it  highly  necessary  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  have  exerted  themselves  to  send  out  a  very  considerable  reinforcement 
to  their  army-  now  in  America.  Seven  thousand  were  destined  hither  from 
Europe  and  3000  from  the  West- Indies.  The  operations  in  the  pUce  last 
mentioned  may  perhaps  prevent  the  arrival  of  those  troops  ;  but  there  is  no 
solid  reason  to  expect  that  the  European  reinforcement  will  not  arrive.  It 
is  proper  you  should  be  informed  that  our  allies  were  much  concerned  to  find 
that  preparations  were  not  earlier  made  for  a  vigorous  campaign.  The  exer- 
tions of  America  are  necessary  to  obtain  the  great  dbjects  of  the  alliance,  her 
liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence.  The  oarbarities  already  exhibited  bj 
the  enemy  and  their  avowed  determinations  to  give  a  still  greater  scope  to 
their  ravages,  are  additional  motives  to  our  endeavors.  Congress  are  folly 
convinced,  therefore,  that  you  will  comply  with  their  earnest  wishes  to  pre- 
pare for  the  most  immediate  and  most  vi^rous  operations,  particularly  by  fil- 
ling up  your  battalions  and  having  the  militia  ofyour  state  ready  to  march  at 
the  shortest  warning.  It  is  highly  probable  that  circumstances  may  soon  call 
them  forth  to  operate  offensively  ;  and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  with  sach 
energy  and  effect  as  to  free  these  states  from  their  hostile  invaders. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  the  bc^rd  of  war,  was  read;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedf  That  the  honorable  the  supreme  executive  council  of  renosjl- 
▼auia,  be  requested  to  call  into  service  200  of  the  militia  of  that  state  prooer- 
1  v  officer^,  to  be  stationed  at  Sonbury,  on  the  Susquehanna,  for  guarain* 
the  public  stores,  keeping  open  the  communication  by  that  river.  fDrnishin| 
escorts  for  stores  and  provisions,  and  protecting  the  frontiers  of  the  said 
state  against  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  during  Uie  present  appearaaces  of 
danger,  till  the  further  determination  of  Congress. 

The  board  of  treasurv  report,  that  thev  have  appointed  Joseph  Noarse, 
esq.  a  signer  of  the  bills*  of  credit  of  the  United  States.  * 

MONDAY,  ^ti^se  16,1779. 

The  board  of  treasury  ha  vine  reported  *'  a  table  of  the  first  year's  lAter- 
est  to  be  paid  on  monies  which  nave  b^en  placed  in  the  several  coDtinental 
loan-offices,  between  the  1st  of  March  and  the  1st  of  September,  1778,  cal- 
culated for  each  dav  on  which  the  money  may  have  been  lent,  in  pursoaace 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  June,  1779 :" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hoi  ten, 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  and  empowered  to  take 
measures,  from  time  to  time,  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
of  the  29th  of  June  last,  for  regulatina  the  interest  payable  on  the  public  loa&« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  secondeaby  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved,  That "  the  table  of  the  first  year's  interest,"  &c.  reported  by  the 
board  of  treasury,  be  re-committed,  and  that  they  take  order  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  12th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Setolved,  That  the  clothier-general  estimate  the  value  of  the  several  arti- 
cles of  soldiers'  clothing,  at  the  prices  thej^  were  respectively  worth,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1778,  and  forthwith  transmit  such  estimates  to  the  pay-mas- 
ters of  the  several  regiments,  who  shall  be  furnished  out  of  the  military  chest 
with  moneys  to  pay  uie  soldiers  for  all  deficiencies  of  clothing,  at  the  estij 
mated  prices  of  eVery  article,  as  fixed  by  the  clothier-eeneral,  who  shall 
henceforward  transmit  like  estimates  beuMre  the  close  of  every  year  donog 
the  war,  so  that  the  soldiers  )ie  paid  by  the  regimental  pay-master,  accordiog 
to  such  estimates  annually,  ana  previous  to  their  discharge  when  the  same 
happens  before  the  end  of  the  year,  fur  all  articles  otclothins allowed  them  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  September,  1777,  which  they  have  not 
received,  and  which  are  or  shall  be  due  to  them  after  the  year  last  mentioaeo* 

TUESDAY,  August  17,  1779. 
Orierei,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  for  tuperioteiidifiS 
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the  departineiita  of  the  qaarttr-master  and  commiMary-generai :  the  mem^ 
bere  chosen,  Mr*  Root  and  Mr.Scudder* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.Penn  have  leave  of  absence. 

Resolved,  That  three  members  be  added  to  the  marine  committee,  in  the 
room  of  members  absent-t  or  who  have  leave  of  absence :  the  members  chosen, 
for  Matoachnsetts-Bay,  Mr.  Holten,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  S.  Adams ;  for  Ma- 

Slandi  Mr.  Forbes,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Henry ;  and  for  North-Carolina,  Mr. 
ewes,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Penn. 

Od  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
captain  de  Lace : 

Maolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  the  merit 
and  services  of  captain  de  Luce,  but,  in  consequence  of  arrangements  lately 
established,  they  cannot  comply  with  his  request,  that  they  would  grant  kin 
the  breret  of  major. 

J^esoloetf,  That  the  sum  of  1500  dollars  be  paid  to  capt  de  Luce,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  his  voyage  (o  France,  whither  he  proposes  to  return. 

Conferees  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee* 
consisting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Root,  and  Mr.  Burke» 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on  a  farther  provision  for 
thearraf ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved^  That  the  consideration  of  that  part  of  the  report  for  extending 
&e  half  pay  be  postponed. 

Whereas  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America  have,  by  their  patriot- 
ism, valor,  and  perseverance,  in  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
their  conntry,  become  entitled  to  the  gratitude  as  well  as  the  approbation  of 
tiieir  fellow  citizens : 

Resohed,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended  to  the  several  states 
that  have  not  already  adopted  measures  for  that  purpose,  to  make  such  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  officers,  and  for  the  soldiers  mlisted  for  the  war,  to 
them  respectively  belonging,  who  shall  continue  in  service  till  the  establish- 
ment of  peace,  as  shall  be  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  many  dangers* 
losses,  and  hardships  they  have  suffered  ana  been  exposed  to  in  the  course 
of  the  present  contest*  either  by  granting  to  their  officers  half  pay  for  life, 
and  proper  rewards  to  their  soldiers  ;  or  in  such  other  manner  as  may  appear 
most  expedient  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  : 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  proposition,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 

•K-Bammkirt*  Mr.  Whipole.  av>.       Penmyhania,   Mr.  Arnistrong', 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenbeig, 
Wynkoop, 

lir.  Camucbsie], 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Flemings 

Mr.  Penn, 
Harnett, 
Hewes, 

Mr.  Laurena^ 
Matthewa^ 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Peaoody, 
HaMu^attM-Bajftyb.  Gerry, 

Holten, 
Bkfdt^bkmd,    Mr.  Marehant, 

Collins^ 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 

Roof^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Morris, 
Mr.  Scudder,  / 

Houston, 


Nao-Tark, 


*y 


ay 


»y 


Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

K-CaroUna, 

S,'CaroUntL, 


Xesolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to 
make  suchprovisionforthe  widows  of  such  of  their  officers,  and  such  of  the 
soldiers  inlisted  for  the  war,  as  have  died  or  may  die  in  the  service,  as  shall 
secure  to  them  the  sweets  of  that  liberty  for  the  attainment  of  which  the 
hu8lmnds  have  nobly  laid  down  their  lives. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  diis  proposition,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 
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^.-HamfMrt^  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 

Mia9ta'stt9-Bayf  Mr.  Geny, 

Holten, 

jRhode-J^fandf    Mr.  Marchant 

Collins, 


New- York, 
New-Jerteyt 


Mr.  Huntiiig^n, 
Spencer, 
Root, 

^Ir.  Morris, 

Lewis 
"Mr,  Scudder, 
Houston, 


ay  J  ay 

7,]" 
■Si" 


PttmsykMrnOf 


Marybnd, 

Virginia^ 

N.'CaroUna^ 


So  it  was  resoly^d  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr*  Annstioog', 

AUee, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Carmichael^ 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Flemiiig 
Mr.  Penn, 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthews^ 


WEDNESDAY,  Mgust  18, 1779. 

Pesolved,  Tliat  a  member  be  added  to  the  marine  committee  for  f^>uth- 
Carolina,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Drayton,  who  desires  to  be  excused  from  at- 
tending :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Matthews. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  for  a  further  allow* 
ance  to  the  officers  of  the  army ;  when  a  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Mac- 
thews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 

That  the  clause  in  the  report  for  extending  the  half-pay  to  continue  dur* 
irig  life,  which  was  postponed,  be  now  taken  up  and  considered* 

On  which  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Forbes, 


K'Hump^^  Mr.  Whipple, 

PeaboNdy, 

J^iMaU9-Bayt  ^*  G«Ry»     i 

Lovell, 

Holtcn 
Hhode'Itland,  Mr.  Collins, 
Cwnecticut^      Mr.  Huntington, 

Spencer, 

Root, 
AVw-ForAr,        Mr.  Monia, 

Lewis, 
NtVD4eraeyt       Mr.  Scudder, 

Houston, 


PamBylvania,  Mr.  Annstrong. 

Atlee, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinfwn, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Hamet^ 
Hewes, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Matthews^ 


Defaware^ 
Maryland, 

Ftrgimot 

Ni'CaroUna^ 

S.'CaroUnOf 


nol 
no  >no 

noj 
no  ^no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Besolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  said  officers  be 
entitled  to  receive  monthly  for  their  subsistence  money,  the  sums  following, 
to  wit,  each  colonel  and  brigade  chaplain  500  dollars,  every  lieutenant-colo- 
nel 400  dollars,  every  major  and  regimental  surgeon  300  dollars,  every 
captun  200  dollars,  every  lieutenant,  ensisn  and  surgeon's-mate  100  dollars. 

jResolvedt  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  10  dollars 
be  paid  to  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  monthly  for  their 
subsistence,  in  lieu  of  those  articles  of  food  originally  intended  for  theni 
and  not  furnished. 

Resolvedj  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
five :  the.  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Root. 

THURSDAY,  JIugusi  19,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  HuntingtoD, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  July  the  6th,  from  J.  Beatty,  commissary 
general  of  prisoners,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  colonel  in  the  line  be  allow 
ed  to  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners : 


JOUltNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  1779.  Sli 


as 


Hesahed,  That  he  be  entitled  to  draw  yearly  tram  the  stores  of  the  cloth- 
ier-^neral  a  full  suit  of  clothes,  on  the  same  terms  as  officers  of  the  line 
receive  the  clothing  furnished,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  No- 
Tember  the  £6th,  1 777. 

FRIDAY,  .higust  20, 1779. 

Mr.  George  Patrid^e,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  at<' 
tended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

SATURDAY,  JIugusi  21, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  hon.  sjeur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  France,  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Bisolvedt  That  the  request  of  the  minister  of  France  be  complied  with  ; 
that  his  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  for  superintendins  the  depart- 
ments of  the  quarter-master  and  commissary-general ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee be  directed  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  this  purpose,  and 
inform  Congress  tliereof. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, to  whom  wa9  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  the  letter 
from  major  general  Philips,  report  as  their  opinion,  ^'  that  as  the  imprison- 
ment of  lies  tenant-governor  Hamilton  was  the  act  of  the  executive  power  of 
the  state  of  Virginia,  to  whom  it  properly  belonged  to  decide  on  the  treat- 
ment suitable  to  his  conduct:  and  as  the  American  prisoners  of  war  in  New- 
York  have  hitherto  been  denied  the  liberty  of  communicating  to  any  public 
bodv  within  the  United  States  the  severities  exercised  upon  them,  Congress 
ovgnt  not  to  indulge  major-eeneral  Philips  with  forwarding  his  letters  and 
papers  respecting  the  said  Hamilton : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Rewolved,  That  the  president  signify  to  general  Washington  the  sense  of 
Congress,  that'he  refuse  his  assent  to  the  request  of  major-general  Philips, 
that  two  officers  of  the  convention  troops  be  allowed  to  go  into  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  signify  to  the  officer  com- 
manding the  guard  of  the  convention  troops,  that  he  do  not  hereafter  suffer 
any  of  the  officers  of  those  troops  to  remove  from  the  place  or  places  assigned 
for  their  residence  in  Virginia,  without  permission  first  obtained  from  the 
board  or  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  committeee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr  Root,  to 
whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  the  resolution  of  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  an  embaigo,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  read  ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

R^olved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  of  the  states  as  have  embar- 

»  existing  in  them,  respjsctiveiy  to  continue  such  embargoes  until  the  1st 
lay  of  January  next,  and  iif  such  embargoes  do  not  comprehend  the  whole 
of  the  following  articles,  viz.  wheat,  flour,  rye,  Indian  corn,  rice,  bread ,» 
beef,  pork,  bacon  and  live  stock,  to  extend  their  embargoes  respectively  to 
the  aforesaid  articles,  and  also  to  all  other  kind  of  provisions  not  herein  enu* 
merated  ;  and  to  such  other  of  the  states  as  have  not  embargoes  in  existence^ 
to  take  the  most  effectual  and  immediate  measures  to  lay  on  embargoes  for 
the  purposes  before  mentioned. 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  on  the  first  part  of  the  resolution, 
as  far  as  "  enumerated,"  inclusive,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Armstrong,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  that  the  question  be  not  now  put. 

On  which  tlie  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Armstrong, 


goei 
day 
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NeuyHampthirt^  Mr.  Whipplet 
MuM^iUB'Batf,  Mr.  Geny* 

Holten, 
Patridfpe, 
Mhode-Mmd,     Mr.  Marchant, 
CwneeHeutf        Mr.  Huntingtni 

SpenoBTt 
Rooty 


PennMybtma^     Mr.  Aimstroni^ 

Shippen, 


./V.-COPOfitMy 


Mr.  Cannichael 
Forbei^ 

Mr.  Smith* 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Hame^ 
Sharpe* 

Matthew^ 


ff        Mr.  Scudder, 
Houfton, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  main  qaestion  was  thereapoD  pat, 
and  resoUed  in  the  affirmatiire. 

MONO  AT,  JIugust  23, 1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oerrj,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Morris, 

BeMolioedt  ttfiaiitmousty.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  state,  be  appointed  to  congratulate  the  minister  of  France  on  the  anni- 
▼ersarj  of  the  birth  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  to  assure  him  that 
the  pleasure  which  we  feel,  on  this  occasion,  can  be  estimated  by  those  only 
who  have  a  just  sense  of  the  extensive  blessings  which  many  eationa  have 
already  derived  fromhis  wisdom,  justice,  and  magnanimity,  and  of  the  pros- 
pect of  general  happiness  to  mankind  through  the  influence  of  his  majesty's 
virtuous  exertions  and  glorious  example : 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Scudaer,  Mr  ^liiviple,  2if  r.  Marchant,  Mr. 
Gerry,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Huntington. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Liovell, 

Ordered^  That  major  Noirmont  de  laNeuville  be  allowed  the  pay  and  sub* 
aistence  of  a  major,  while  he  shall  continue  a  volunteer  with  the  army. 

Mr.  Scudder  reported,  that  the  committee  appointed  to  congratulate  the 
minister  of  France  on  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  had  obeyed  the  order  of  the  house,  and  delivered  to  the  minister  a 
copy  of  thtt  resolution  of  Congress,  to  which  they  received  the  following  an- 
swer, viz. 

Geitf  ^men :  The  manner  in  which  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  sentiments  on  the  anniversary  of  the  king,  my  master's  nativity,  cha- 
racterizes their  friendship  and  regard  for  his  majesty^  Your  expressions 
are  truly  becoming  a  faithful  and  affectionate  ally,  and  I  dare  assure  you, 
gentlemen,  that  the  account  I  shall  render  to  his  majesty  will  be  infinitely 
agreeable  to  him.  GERARD. 

TUESDAY  August  24, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  July  the  10th,  from  William  Glascock,  president  of  Geoi|;ia, 
was  read : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved^  unanimoudy^  That  the  executive  council  of  Georgia  be  assured 
of  the  determination  of  Congress  to  give  them  all  possible  support :  and  that 
500,000  dollars  be  transmitted  without  delay,  for  the  use  of  that  state,  to  the 
executive  authority  thereof,  for  which  the  said  state  is  to  be  accountable. 

A  letter,  of  August  the  5th,  from  Thomas  Chittenden,  and  one  of  the 
dOth,  from  Jonas  Fay  and  Paul  Spooner,  with  two  papers  enclosed,  were  read 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  following  papers  be  delivered  to  Jonas  Fay 
and  Paul  Spooner,  as  private  persons,  viz. 

1.  Proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  petition  from  the  representatives  of 
the  New-Hampshire  grants,  dated  January  the  1 7th,  1776,  and  re^d  the  8th 
of  May  following : 

2.  Report  on  Joseph  Woodward's  letter,  dated  tlie  17th  of  January,  1776, 
and  read  the  SOth  ol  May  following  : 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1779. 


S4S 


S.  Proceedings  of  Congrefis  on  tift  extracts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  con* 
fention  of  New-Hampshire  grants,  24th  of  July  and  25th  of  September,  1776  • 

4.  A  letter  from  Pierre  Vkn  Cortlaudt,  president  of  New-York,  to  Con- 
greiSi  dated  May  the  27th,  1777»  and  proceedings  of  Coneress  thereon  : 

5.  GiMremor  Clinton's  letter  of  May  the  8th,  1778,  and  read  the  18th  of 
September  following,  and  the  resolution  thereon : 

&  Governor  Clinton's  letters  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  Maj,  with  three  pa- 
pers enclosed,  and  of  the  7th  of  June,  1779,  and  resolves  ofCbneress : 

7.  The  several  papers  relating  to  the  trial  of  Hilkiah  Trout,  dated  Febru- 
arj  the  18th,  1779. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  25, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  major-general  Philips,  was  read,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
fliat  he  take  order  thereon. 

Ordired,  That  Mr.  G.  Morris  have  leave  of  absence. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  James  Hop- 
kins, brooffht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resdvm,  That  if  James  Hopkins,  at  his  own  risk  and  expense,  shall 
raise  and  weigh  anj  or  all  of  the  seven  vessels  sunk  in  the  Delaware,  as 
mentioned  in  his  memorial,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  he 
be  entitled  to  have  and  enjoy  all  the  right  and  interest  which  the  United 
States  have  or  might  claim  in  the  said  vessels  and  their  cargoes  sunk  as 


Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  rela- 
tive to  an  embargo  ;  and, 

The  next  resolution  in  the  report  being  amended,  when  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morns,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Scudder. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

jyi-Bwygtoe^    Mr.Peabody, 
Mnm^wttM-Ba^^  llr.  Hohen, 

Patridge, 
Bhd^Mand^    Hr.  lfazt:hant, 


Ifr.  Huntiiigtoi^ 

Root, 
Ifr.  Jay, 

llorn% 
lir.  Withenpoon, 

Scudder, 
Ifr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Atlee, 


Ddauoaret 
Maryland, 

Virgima, 

N.'CaroUna, 

8,-Carolina, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Harnett 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr  Laurens^ 

MatthewBy   • 


ay) 
ayUy 

no  3 

:i 


no 

11°' 

no 
no"! 
no^no 
no  3 

""A  div. 

no  S 


Muhlenberg,    ay 
Wynkoop,        ay 

So  it  paase4  in  the  negative ;  and  thereupon  the  main  question  was  put. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


N-BamptMn^   Mr.Peabody, 
Mant^m^Bay^ybt.  Holten, 

Patiidge, 
Jl&oi^iimid,     Mr.  Maichant, 
Canneeiiemf      Mr.  Huntington, 

Koot, 
Jflem^tarK        Mr.  Jay, 

MORIS^ 

Ah»-Angf,      Mr.  Withenpoon, 

Scudder, 


Penntykatda,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Shippen, 
AUee, 

Muhlenberg, 
■  Wynkoop, 

Ddmoare,         Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 

Maryland,         Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 
Foibe% 
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Virginia, 


K-OaroUna, 


aySay 
ay) 

ayUy 

»yj 


S^fkovUnot      Mr.  JLAurensi 

Matthews^ 


1107  J- 


Mr,  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Hewesy 

Sharpc, 

So  it  wag  resolved,  that  it  be  eameatlr  recommended  to  the  sereral  states 
to  take  oflf  every  restriction  on  the  inland  trade  between  the  said  titates. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bj  Mr.  M^ICean,  seconded  bj  Mr,  Morria,  to  re* 
consider  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  on  Saturday  last,  recommending 
to  the  Heveral  states  the  continuing  or  laying  embargoes  to  tiip  fint  of  Ja- 
nuary next. 

THURSDAY,  Mgust  26,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  were  referred  the  reports  of  the 
board  of  war  and  committee  of  Congress,  respecting  colonel  Knoblauch,  to- 
gether with  his  memorial  and  papers,  report,  that  col.  Knoblauch  is  not  pos- 
sessed of  vouchers  to  shew  any  contract  with  the  commissioners  of  these 
states  in  Europe^  to  induce  him  to  come  to  America ;  but,  as  the  committee 
entertain  a  high  sense  of  his  merit  as  an  officer,  and  his  zeal  to  serve  tliese 
states,  they  submit  to  Congress  the  granting  to  him  a  sum  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses in  coming  to  America,  and  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe;  Where- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  colonel  Knob- 
lauch, for  5000  dollars,  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses  in  coming  to  Ameri- 
ca,  and  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  in  obedience  to  tlie  order  of  Congress  to 
report  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  time  and  expenses  of  Silas  Deane,  esq. 
from  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  the  notice  of  his  recal  from  Eu- 
rope, finding  the  said  three  months  to  expire  on  the  4th  of  June,  1778,  report^ 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Silas  Deane,  esq.  late 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France^  for  10,000  dollars, 
in  full  consideration  of  his  time  and  expenses  during  his  attendance  on  Con- 
gress, from  the  4th  of  June,  1778,  until  the  6th  day  of  August  instant : 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinsoui  seconded  by  Mr.  Griffin^  to  strike 
out  "  ten  thousand :" 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  ?  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 


N.'Hampafwre,  Wr.  Peabody, 
Ma»^9tU'Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Hohen, 
ratridge, 
Bhade-hlandj    Mr.  Marchant, 
Cmneedcut,      Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 
Spencer, 
Afr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Scodder, 

Peitmylatttuih   Mr.ArmsU^OMg^ 

Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Searle, 
Wyiikoop, 


no  ^no 


DdwrnarCf 
Maryland, 
Firginia^ 

^,- Carolina, 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
M<Kean» 

Mr.Paca, 
Forbe% 

Mr.  Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming; 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewes, 
filuurpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Matthews, 


no 
av 


|diT. 

no^no 
no  3 
no^ 
noCno 


So  the  states  being  equally  divided,  the  words  were  struck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Spencer,  seconded  by  Mr.  DickiBSon, 

I   4-KAKlanlr   urtfh  <(  fiftaon   fliAiiattiifl   '' 


to 


£11  the  blank  with '^fifteen  thousand. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
N'Hampshirej  Mr.  Peabody,  no  ^no    {Khodt-bUmd,    Mr.  Marchant, 


Miut^tcUt'Bay,  BIr.  LoveU, 

Holten, 
Patridge, 


C0fiiiecft*ciK»-     Mr.  Hunti^gton^ 

Boot, 
SpenccTt 


Doi 
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y^w-Yitrk,         Mr.  Jay, 

NtuhJenttfg       Mr.  Scudd«r, 
Ahpm^AmihV^  Mr.  Shippea, 

Atiee, 
Scarle, 
"Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
M'Kem, 


>  no 
>iio 

V  no 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


N,'Caroliua, 


Mr.  Pact, 

no 

Forbes 

no 

Mr.  Smith, 

wo 

Griffin, 

•y 

Fl^mini^ 

*y 

Mr.  Harnett, 

ay 

Hewe^ 

»y 

Sharpe, 

no 

Mr.  Laurens,  * 

no 

Matthewi^ 

no 

So  it  passed  in  the  nef^ative. 

A  metion  was  then  made  br  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Searle,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  *^ twelve  thousand:^' 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 


iVl-Ampt&crf,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 
Maaufrnf-JBay,  Mr.  LoveU, 

liolten,  no^no  CarmichaeL     noVao 

Patridge, 
JlAade^Idtmt^    Mr.  >Iarchantf 
CwuKcticutf       Mr.  Huntington, 

Koot, 

Spencer, 
ISiao-Yori,         Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Xrm-Jerwejf^        Mr.  Scudder, 
PeiuujffeiMi'ii,    Mr.  Shippen, 

Adee, 

Searle^ 

Wynkoop, 

So  k  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bv  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  "ten  thousand  five  hundred." 
,0n  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


Delaware^ 
Mar^fand^ 

yirgrimOf 
S.'CaroSn<h 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
M<Kean, 

>fr.  Paca, 

Caruuchad, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Orifitn, 
Fleming, 

Mr.  Hame^ 
Hewes^ 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Matthews, 


^UJanapifctfg,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 
MuMQ^atta-Baif,  Mr.  LoveU, 

Holtcn, 

Patridge, 
BhoA'Aitrnd,    Mr.  Maichant, 
Cmnectietilf      Mr.  Huntington, 

Koot, 

Spencer, 
Xoff-Tork,         Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
NoD-Jeneiy^      Mr.  Scudder, 
Paouj/hamOf  Mr.  Atlee, 

Searle, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiinnative. 

On  the  question  lo  agree  to  the  resolntion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


JOdawaref 
Mmyhmdt 

Vvpnia^ 
S.'OaroMnOf 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

M<Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Iteming, 

Giiffia, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthew% 


^^Ban^mkire,  Mr.  Peabody, 
MaamfHh-Bay^  Mr.  Lorell, 

Holten, 
Patridge, 
HiidirMand,    Mr.  Maichant, 
Cotmectictd^      Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 
JSpencci^ 
Acw-Fbrt         Mr.  Jay, 
NoD-Jeney^       Mr.  Scudder, 
Peimtyhtmia,   Mr.  Atlee, 

Searle, 

Vol.  III. 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 
M-Carolina, 
S.'C(frolina, 
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Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Kean, 
Mr.  Paca, 

Carmichael, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Giifiin, 

Flenung^ 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthewa, 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  lay  before  Congmi, 
on  or  before  the  1 0th  day  of  September  next,  an  account  oi'  the  whole  annrant 
of  money  received  on  loan  at  the  several  loan-offices  in  the  United  States, 
to  the  28t^  of  February,  1778,  inclusive;  also  of  the  amount  received  fron 
the  1st  of  March,  1778,  to  the  said  10th  of  September,  so  far  as  returns  shall 
have  been  made  to  that  day,  and  that  in  each  case  the  amount  received  cm 
loan  at  each  office  be  distinguished : 

lliat  the  board  of  treasury  do  likewise  lay  before  Congress  a  true  sccooDt 
of  the  whole  amount  of  money  issued,  and  to  be  issued,  by  virtue  of  resolves 
of  Consjess  already  passed  or  which  shall  pass  before  the  said  lOth  of 
Septemoer  next,  distinguishing  the  dates  and  amounts  of  each  emission. 

FRIDAY,  JiuguH  27,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  toe  15ih 
from  general  Washington,  with  the  papers  enclosed  relative  to  the  western 
expedition,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  the  plan  prepared  by  general  Washington  for  conducting 
the  western  expedition,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  wise  and  jodicioui; 
that  the  measures  he  has  taken  for  the  execution  of  it  are  proper  and  pro- 
dent  ;  and  that  Congress  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  general's  cooduct 
relative  to  the  same. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Paca  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  ootp* 
peals,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Randolpn,  who  is  absent. 

Resolved  That  a  member  be  aaded  to  the  committee  on  the  treisorji  in 
the  room  of  Mr.'  Duane,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Hewes. 

MONDAY,  MguMt  30,  1779. 

Segolved,  That  the  500,000  dollars,  which  by  a  resolution  of  the  i4thinst. 
were  ordered  to  be  transmitted  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  Georgia  to  the 
executive  authority  thereof,  be  sent  to  Joseph  Clay,  esq.  pay-master  to  the 
department  of  South-Carolina  and  Georeia ;  and  tiiat  he  be  directed  to  pa/ 
the  same  to  the  order  of  the  goyernor  ana  executive  council  of  the  said  state 
of  Georgia,  established  agreeable  to  the  constitution  of  the  said  state,  or  in 
case  no  such  establishment  shall  have  been  made,  to  be  otherwise  disposed 
of  as  the  said  J.  Clay,  es<|.  with  the  advice  of  major-general  Lincoln,  or  the 
commander  of  the  forces  m  that  department  for  the  time  being,  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  service  and  welfare  of  the  said  state  of  Geoigia. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  was  read, 
informing  that  the  act  of  that  state,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flour,  grain, 
&c.  expires  the  Ist  day  of  September,  &c.  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca* 

Hesolvedt  That  the  president  of  the  state  of  Delaware  be  informed,  it  is 
the  wish  of  Congress  tnat  the  embargo  might  be  continued  until  he  aball  be 
further  informed  from  Congress. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  1,  1779. 

The  marine  committee  report,  that  it  is  necessary  an  agent  for  prizes  be 
appointed  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Okey  Hoaglandt,  esq.  be  appointed  agent  for  prizes  for 
the  state  of  New-Jersey. 

A  letter,  of  the  Slst  of  Aueust,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  infortn- 
ing  Congress  that  major  Scull  has  signified  his  intention  to  resign  his  office 
of  secretanr  to  that  board,  and  recommending  captain  Benjamin  Stoddartto 
fill  thatomce;  Whereupon, 
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Congress  proceeded  to  a  choice;  and,  the  ballots  beins  taken,  captain 
Benjamin  Stoddart  was  unanimouslj  elected  secretary  to  tne  board  of  war. 

Another  letter,  of  the  Slst  of •'Augnst,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  veneral  orders  issued  to  the  troops  under  his  command 
bT  major-general  Sullivan,  reflecting  upon  the  board ;  and  representing  that 
the  characters  of  the  board  are  made  very  free  with  in  general  Sullivan's 
army,  whokbeing  under  a  deception,  censure  the  members  with  grea^t  bitter- 
ness, and  thereupon  requesting  the  favour  of  Congress  to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  into  their  conduct  and  proceedings  on  this  subject ;  Where- 
npon. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  above- 
mentioced :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Mattnews,  Mr.  Root,  ana  Mr.  Arm- 
strong. 

A  MitT,  of  the  S7th  of  Aug.  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Kesoloed,  That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  appoint 
a  deputy,  for  the  special  purpose  of  providing  for  the  troops  of  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga  and  their  guards  dunng  their  stay  in  Virginia : 

On  passing  this,  tlie  yeas  and  nays  l^ing  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

>no 
no  ^no 

7rhy 


Maat^HU-Bay,  Mr.Uolten,  >y^^:« 

Patridge,  noj  °*^- 

Mr.  llarchant,  ay  ^y 

Mr.  Huntington,  ay*^ 


Rhode-Mimd, 


JV>».rtrt, 


Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 


ay  Vay 

ayj 

ay>* 

ay"! 

ay  Uy 
ayJ 


PenMylranio, 

Deiawaref 
Marykmdf 

FirginUtf 
S^'CaroHnOf 


I 


Mr.  Annitrong, 

Shippen, 
Mr.  M<Kean, 
Mr.Paca, 

Forbei, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Fleming, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

bharpe, 
Mr.  Ijturena, 

Matthews, 


no 
no 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

J2esslved»  That  he  give  orders  to  the  said  deputy  to  confine  his  purchases, 
to  places  from  whence  supplies  for  the  armies  of  these  states  cannot  conve- 
niently be  drawn. 

jReMved,  That  the  accounts  of  supplies  for  the  said  conventMlRi  troops  be 
kept  distinct  from  the  accounts  of  those  purchased  for,  and  issued  to,  the 
troops  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
reUtive  to  finance : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Re$Uved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Mr.  M*Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Houston, 
in  the  words  following : 

Whereas  it  is  inexpedient  to  derive  the  supplies  for  a  continuance  of  the 
present  war  from  emissions  of  bills  of  credit :  • 

Reaolvedj  That  Com^ess  will,  on  no  account  whatever,  emit  more  bills  of 
credit  than  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  such  bills  200,000,000  of  dollars : 

Nor  will  they  emit  the  40,000,000  necessary  to  complete  that  sum,  pro- 
vided a  sufficient  supply  of  mo^tj  for  the  public  exigencies  can  be  ob- 
tained* by  other  means. 

A  division  being  required,  when  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  on  the 
first  clause,  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Smith :  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


N^BBonptkirtt  Mr.  Feabody,  no 

Whipple,         ao 


1 


no 


Mau^M^Bayy  Mr.  Geny, 

Holten, 
Patridge, 

Rhode^Ul^^   Mr.  Colling 


;?. 


no' 

no^ne 
noj 
no  ^n<^ 
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Cmmeeticuit      Sir.  Root, 
JS^gah'Ybrkf        Mr.  Jay» 
lUwJerte^^      Mr.  Sciidder, 

Fell, 
Houston, 
PfimttfhfamOf   Mr.  Armvtrong', 

Shippen, 
Wynkoop 


Mr.  M'Kcan, 


IS.'CaroHnat 


Mr.  Cannidiaeli 

Paca» 

Forbe% 
Mr.  Smith, 

Gnflip, 

lifr.  Ilamelt, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 
Hattheiki^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  segativcf. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  on  which  the  jeas  and  najs  beFng 
required  bj  Mr.  Smith, 


N.'JSan^a/drtt  MT.  Whipple, 

pcabody, 
Mas9*8tt9'Bayi  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holten, 
Patridge, 
Mode-JbUmd,    Mr.  Collins, 
Cotaiecticutf      Mr.  Root, 
New- York,        Mr.  Jay, 
New^eney,       Mr.  Scuddcr, 

Fell, 
Houston, 
PettMyhfoniat   Mr.  Armstrong', 

Shippcn, 
Wynkoop, 


ayS   ^ 
ay-^ 
ay  Vay 

»yj 

ay  Vay 
ay  W 
nof  ♦ 
ay-^ 
ay  Wy 
•avj 
an 
•y  Vay 

»yj 


Mfyyltukdf 


Ftrginra, 


N.-CaroUna, 


S.-Carolina, 


Mr.  M'Keaa, 

BIr.  Carmichael, 

Paca, 

Forbee 
Mir.  Smith* 

GnfEn, 

Fleming*, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Uewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurcna^ 

Mattliews, 


»y  W 
*yl 

noj 
no  i 
ay  Sqo 
no  ) 

ayj.ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Reiolved,  That  the  considei-ation  of  the  second  clause  be  postponed. 

THURSDAY,  September  2,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  the 
rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress  the  rev.  Mr.  Lotbinier 
be  allowed  200  dollars  per  month  for  subsistence. 

llie  maiuie  committee  laid  before  Congress  the  proceedings  of  a  court 
martial  on  tne  trial  of  John  Enimes,  late  a  pilot  of  the  ship  Champion,  for 
desertion : 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Holten, 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  sentence  of  the  said  court-martial  be 
suspended  until  Saturday  se'ennight. 

FRIDAY,  September  S,  1779. 

Mr.  Woodbury  Langdon,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Hampshire, 
attended,  and  took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  medical  committee :  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Peabody,  and  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  second  clause  of  the  resolution  moved 
the  ist  instant,  and  the  same  being  set  aside  ;  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

And  whereas  the  sum  emitted  by  Congress  and  now  in  circulation, 
amounts  to  159,948,880  dollars,  and  the  sum  of  40,051,120  dollars  remains  to 
complete  the  200,000,000  of  dollars  above  mentioned : 

Resolved,  That  Confess  will  emit  such  part  only  of  the  said  sum  of  40. 
051,120,  dollars,  as  shall  be  absolutely  necessaryjfor  public  exigencies  befo^'c 
adequate  supplies  can  be  otherwise  obtained,  relying  for  such  supplies  in  the 
exertions  of  the  several  states. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  consideration  of  the  preamble  first  moved  be  postponed  • 
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CoDgreas  being  iDformed  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Drayton,  one  of  the  defegatea 
fur  the  state  of  houth-Caroli.n^^  died  last  night,  and  that  circumstances  re- 
quired that  his  remains  be  interred  this  evening : 

Eesotved^  That  Congress  will,  in  a  body,  attend  the  funeral  ih'ii  evening, 
at  six  u'clock,  as  mourners,  with  a  crape  round  the  left  arm,  and  will  continue 
in^noarning  for  the  space  of  one  month. 

Jtesolved,  That  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Harnett,  be  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  funeraf ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  White,  the 
attending  chapUin^  be  notified  to  ofliciate»  on  the  occasion  : 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  invite  the  general  assembly  and 
the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  FraBce^  and  other  persons  of  distinction  n  )w  in  town,  to 
attend  the  funeral. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  major-general  Gates, 
report,  that  they  have  conversed  with  the  gentleman  stiKne  himself  le  baron 
de  Benyowsky,  mentioned  in  general  Gates's  letter  ;  that  they  know  noticing 
from  any  testimonials  he  produces  except  his  having  a  letter  directed  to  gen. 
Pulaski,  who  he  says  is  his  half-brother,  and  to  whom  he  now  desires  only 
the  means  ofeoin^ ; .  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Mons.  ie  baron  de  Benyawsky  be  supplied  with  an  horse 
and  1000  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  general  Pulaski,  now  with  the 
southern  Army. 

Ordered^  That  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  snow  Nostra  Sennora  del  Carmel  et  St.  Antonio,  captain  Duarti, 
be  sent  by  the  committee  for   forein;n  affairs  by  different  conveyances,  to 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  to 
be  bv  him  communicated  to  the  court  of  Lisbon. 

Trie  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,.  Mr.  Marchaat»  and  Mr. 
Armstrong,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  from  general  Washington  and 
colonel  Simms,  brouglit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  leave  of  absence  from  his  regiment  be  given  to  lieutenant^ 
colonel  Simms  titl  the  20th  daj  of  November  next : 

ITiat  copies  of  his  applications  to  Cono^ress  and  general  Washington's 
letter,  t>e  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  Vu'ginia,  and  that  it  be  signified  to 
him,  that  as  lieutenant-colonel  Simms's  appucation  has  been  complied  with 
at  a  time  when  his  absence  is  with  tlie  greatest  reluetince  dispensed,  with* 
it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  rejoin  his  regiment  as 
speedily  ;as  possible ;  and  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  respecting 
claims  similar  to  that  of  lieutenant-colonel  Simms,  as  may  prevent  other 
officers  of  the  Tirgibia  Kne  making  applications  for  the  like  indulgence  of 
absence,  which  mubt  in  the  midst  of  a  campaign,  be  utterly  inadmissible ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  trnnsmilted  to  the  governor  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  broaght  in  a  report  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  every  cornet  of  horse 
be  eotitfed  to  receive  mtmthly  ibr  his  subsistence,  100  dollars,  to  eoramence 
agreeable  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  August  last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hoited, 

Beaolved.  That  so  much  of  the  resolutions  respectine  the  establishment  of 
a  board  of  treasury  as  relates  to  the  annual  election  of  the  officers,  be  refer* 
ed  toa  committee  of  three  :  and  tbatlhey  be  directed  to  report  the  sala- 
ries of  the  said  officers  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  Hewes. 

MONDAY,  Sept&Mber  6, 1779- 

The  committee  on  the  (|uarter-master  and  commissary-eeneral's  department, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Root,  and  Mr.  Scudder^  laid  before  Con- 
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gress  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  August  from  Jeremiah  Wadswordi,  commissar  j- 
general  of  purchases,  which  was  read  ; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  ;  and  that  thej  be^ 
directed  to  take  the  proper  steps  for  obtaiuing  a  division  of  the  prize  goods 
lately  captured  bj  continental  Tossels,  and  cause  such  of  the  articles  as  they 
judge  proper  to  be  retained  for  the  future  order  of  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedf  That  the  auarter-master-general  be  directed  to  erect  barracks, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  for  quartering  the  troops  in  the  state  of 
Rhode-Island : 

That  the  said  barracks  be  of  such  dimensions  and  situated  in  such  place 
as  general  Gates,  or  other  officer  commanding  the  troops  in  that  state  for  the 
time  being,  shall  approve  of. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  5th  from  general 
Washington,  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Idassachusetts  line  of  offi- 
cers, brousht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

BesolviSt  That  the  arrangement  of  the  officers  in  the  Massachusetts  tine^ 
as  now  fixed  bj  the  commander  in  chief,  be  confirmed,  and  their  commis- 
sions issued  accordingly* 

WEDNESDAY,  September  8, 1779. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  New- York  laid  before  Congress  certain  in^ 
structions  which  they  have  received  from  their  constituents,  accompanied 
with  sundry  papers,  which  were  read  ;  also,  a  petition  of  the  committees  of 
Cumberland  county  to  Congress  was  read,  praying  their  speedy  interposition 
in  settling  the  disturbances  upon  the  New- Hampshire  Grants,  accompanied 
with  sundry  papers : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Paca, Mr.  Holten, Mr.  Huntington, and  MnSmith. 

Sesolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to 
the  several  states,  to  accompan  v  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  1st  and 
Sd  instant,  for  stopping  the  further  emissions  of  bills  of  credit. 

Congress  proceeaed  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  for  re-considering 
the  resolution  passed  on  the  21st  of  August,  recommending  to  the  seven! 
states  to  continue  or  lay  embargoes  to  continue  until  tibe  first  day  of  January 
next. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  to  strike 
out  "  January,''  in  order  to  insert  instead  thereof  *' October." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  word  "  January"  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 


NrBampthire,  Mr.  Whipple, 

Peabody, 
Langdon, 

Muta^Mi'Binf,  lir.  Lovell, 

Holten, 
Pfttridge, 

Mkodt-Jalandp    Mr.  Marchant, 

Collina, 

ConneeUeut, 


Mr.  Huntingtoii, 

Boot, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Lewi% 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MvhJeneff, 


no"\ 
ay  >no 
noj 

noVay 

an 

ay  Vay 


Delaware, 
Maryland^ 


ayj.ay 

no3 


Pemujfhaniat  Mr.  Annatnmg^ 

Searie, 
Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  CarmicUael, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Grifiin, 
Flemings 
Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Laurena, 
Matthews, 


Virginia, 


N.'CaT9Una% 
S^CaroSna, 


ay  >  no 

DO* 

no  ^o 

noi 
ay^  nsy 

noi 
no>* 
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THURSDAY,  8eptemher  9,  1779. 

Mr.  James  Mercer,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended  and 
took  his  seat  in  Conmss. 

Risohed,  That  Mr.  Gk-iffin,  at  his  re<}uest,  be  discharged  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  treasury,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health*. 

RaoLved,  That  a  member  be  addetl  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Grifiin,  until  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury  shall  be 
appointed :  the  member  chosen^  Mr.  Marchant. 

FRIDAY,  September  10,  1779. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the 
following  resolutions : 

It  appearing  from  the  representation  of  the  board  of  war,  that  for  the  more 
comfortable  accommodation  of  the  troops  of  tlie  United  States,  it  is  expedi- 
ent that  each  state  should  provide  clothing  for  its  own  quota  of  those  troops, 
in  addition  to  that  which  has  been  imported  or  already  procured  by  the 
agents  appointed  bj  the  said  board : 

Besolved^  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the 
sereral  states,  immediately  to  provide  large  quantities  of  clothing  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  troops : 

That  particular  attention  be  paid  to  the  articles  of  hats,  hose,  shirts,  blan- 
kets,  and  shoes,  which  are  indispensably  necessary  and  immediately  want- 
ed, and  without  which  the  troops  must  severely  suffer : 

That  the  clothing  so  purchased  or  procured  by  the  states  respectively  he 
delivered  to  the  sab  or  state  clothiers,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of  the  23d 
of  March  last : 

That  the  ^ob  or  state  clothiers  make  regular  monthly  returns  to  the  clo- 
thier-general of  all  clothing  received  from  their  respective  states : 

That  the  executive  powers  of  the  several  states  be  requested  to  correspond 
with  the  board  of  war,  from  time  to  time,  informing  them  of  their  proceed- 
ings and  prospects  in  the  clothing  business ;  that  every  assistance  may  be 
given,  where  necessary,  by  the  said  board,  when  the  continental  stock  will 
admit  thereof,  and  continental  purchasers  be  stopped  when  a  sufiBciency  of 
clothincis  pi9>vided : 

Tha^  be  also  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  respective  states, 
to  take  measures  for  preventing  any  competition  of  prices  among  the  pur- 
chasers, whether  on  account  of  uie  continent  or  particular  states  : 

That  the  said  governments  be  informed  that  the  principal  supplies  of  cloth- 
iitt  for  the  troops  of  their  respective  quotas  are  expected  from  them  ;  and  to 
this  end  they  are  earnestly  requested  now  diligently  to  exert  themselves* 
and  in  future  to  make  timely  provision,  either  by  purchase,  manufacture,  or 
importation : 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  inform  the  executive  powers  of  the 
several  states,  from  time  to  time,  of  any  considerable  additions  to  the  stock 
of  clothing  provided  by  the  United  States,  by  importation  or  otherwise,  that 
whensoever  all  or  any  considerable  part  of  the  clothing  for  the  troops  is  or 
shall  be  provided  by  the  United  States,  the  governments  of  the  several  states 
may  cease  further  provision. 

tlie  committee  on  the  treasury,  according  to  order,  laid  on  the  table  an 
account  of  the  money  received  on  loan,  and  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 
issued  and  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  resolves  passed  before  this  day. 

MONDAY,  September,  13,  1779. 

Mr.  Fitzhugh,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

A  letter,  of  the  7t(i,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter 
of  the  SOth  of  August,  from  major-general  Sullivan : 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  leferred  to  the  commUtee  appointed  to  correspond 
with  inaJDr-geiueral  Lincoln* 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee :  the  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Harnett  and  Mr.  Fitzhugki 

The  president  laid  before  Congress  a  draught  of  a  circnUr  letter  fnm 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  their  cojustitaents,  which 
was  read  twice  and  unanimously  agreed  to  : 

Friends  and  Fellow -Citizens  I — in  governments  raised  on  fhegeneroni 
principles  of  equal  liberty,  where  the  rulers  of  the  state  are  the  senrants  of 
the  people,  and  not  the  masters  of  those  from  whom  they  derive  anthoritj ; 
it  is  their  duty  to  inform  their  fellow -citizens  of  the  state  of  their  aihiri,  tod 
by  evincing  the  propriety  of  public  measures,  lead  them  tovAile  theisilaeDoe 
4>V  inclination  to  the  force  ot  legal  obligation  in  rendering  them  saccenfal. 
Tiiis  duty  ceases  not,  even  in  times  Sf  the  most  perfect  peace,  erder  and 
tranquillity,  when  the  safety  of  the  commonwealth  is  neither  endangered  bjr 
force  or  seduction  from  abroad,  or  by  faction,  treachery  or*misgQided  amti* 
tion  from  within.  At  this  season,  therefore,  <we  find  ourselves  in  a  parti- 
cular manner  impressed  with  a  sense  of  it,  and  can  no  longer  forbear  oil- 
ing your  attention  to  a  subject  much  miarepreaented,  and  respecting  wbidi, 
dangerous,  as  well  as  erroneous  opinions  have  been  held  and  propi- 
gated  :--*we  uieao  voor  finances. 

The  ungrateful  despotism  and  inordinate  lust  of  donrinationf  which  maiied 
the  unnatural  designsof  the  British  king  and  his  venal  parliament,  to  eoalire 
the  people  of  America,  reduced  you  to  the  necessity  of  either  asserting  your 
rights  by  arms,  or  ingl/uriously  passing  under  theyobe*  You  aob\y  prefered  war. 
Armies  were  then  to  be  raisen,  paid  and  supplied :  money  became  neceasar J 
for  these  purpiraes.  Of  your  own  there  was  bnt  little ;  and  of  no  aatioo  in 
the  world  could  vou  then  borrow.  The  little  that  was  apresad  antsgyon 
could  be  collected  only  by  taxes,  and  to  this  end  regular  govemmeDta  vere 
essential ;  of  these  you  were  also  destitute.  So  circumstanced,  jan  had  no 
other  resource  but  the  natural  value  and  wealth  of  your  fer^e  canntry- 
Bills  were  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  bank,  and  your  faith  was  pledged  ior 
their  redemption.  After  a  considerable  number  of  these  had  drcalatea,  loana 
were  solicited,  and  offices  for  tlie  purpose  established.  Thus  a  natioDil 
debt  was  unavoidabljr  created,  and  tne  amount  of  it  is  as  follows :  * 

Bills  emitted  and  circulating,  159,948,880  dollars  ;  iMiiiet  borrowed  be- 
fore the  1st* of  March,  irr8,  the  interest  of  which  is  navable  in  Franee, 
r,545,196  6r-90ths ;  monies  borrowed  since  the  first  ot  Afarch,  \77%t^ 
interest  of  which  is  payable  here,  26,188,909 ;  money  doe  abroad,  notexacUj 
known,  the  balances  not  having  been,  transmitted,  supposed  to  be  aboat 
84,000,000. 

For  your  further  satisfaction  we  shall  order  a  particular  account  of  the 
several  emissions,  with  the  tioies  limited  for  their  redemptioOy  and  alaon 
the  several  loans,  tlie  interest  allowed  on  each,  and  the  terms  assigned  for 
their  payment,  to  be  prepared  and  published. 

The  taxes  have  as  yet  brought  into  the  treasury  no  more  tbaa  5,OSr,560, 
so  that  all  the  monies  supplied  to  Congress  by  the  people  of  America,  affioont 
to  no  more  than  33,761,665  67-90  doRars,  that  being  the  sum  of  the  loans 
and  taxes  i-eceived.  Judge,  then,  of  the  necessity  of  emissions,  and  learn 
fi'om  whom  and  from  whence  that  necessity  arose. 

We  are  also  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  first  day  of  September  i'^*^^ 
resolved  '<  that  we  would,  on  no  account  whatever,  emit  more  bills  of  credit 
than  to. make  the  whole  amount  of  such  bills  900,000,000  of  dollars,"  and 
as  the  sum  emitted  and  in  circulation  amounted  to  159,948,880  dollan,  and 
the  sum  of  40,051,120  dollars  remained  to  complete  the  200,000,000  above* 
mentioned,  we  on  the  Sdday  df  September,  inst.  further  resolved,  *'  ^^T*! 
would  emit  such  part  only  of  tlie  aaid  sum  of  40,051  JdO  dollars  as  sbotU 
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be  absohitelj  neccesarj  for  public  exigencies  before  adequate  supplies  could 
otherwise  be  obtained,  relying  for  such  supplies  on  the  exertions  of  the  se- 
▼eral  states.'* 

Rxclnaive  of  tlie  great  and  ordinary  expenses  incident  to  the  war,  the 
dc^reciaition  of  the  currency  has  so  swelled  the  prices  of  every  necessary 
articUt  and  of  consequence  made  such  additions  to  the  usual  amount  of  ex- 
penditures, that  very  considerable  supplies  must  be  immediately  provided  by' 
leans  and  taxes ;  and  we  UDaafimuusly  declare  it  to  be  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare of  these  states,  that  the  taxes  already  called  for  be  paid  into  the  conti- 
nental treasury  by  the  time  recommended  for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  highly 
proper  that  you  should  extend  your  views  beyond  that  period,  and  prepare 
in  season*  as  well  for  bringing  your  respective  quotas  of  troops  into  the  field 
early  the  next  campaign,  as  for  providing  the  supplies  necessary  in  the 
course  of  it.  We  shall  take  care  to  apprize  you,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
state  ef  the  treasury,  and  to  recommend  the  proper  measures  for  supplying 
it.  To  keep  your  Mttalions  full,  to  encourage  loans,  and  to  assess  your  taxes 
with  prudence,  collect  them  with  firmness,  and  pay  them  with  punctuality, 
is  all  that  will  be  requisite  on  your  part*  Further  ways  and  means  of  pro- 
viding for  the  public  exigencies  are  now  under  consideration,  and  will  soon 
belaid  before yeo. 

Having  thus  given  you  a  short  and  plain  state  of  your  debt^  and  pointed 
out  the  necessity  of  punctuality  in  furnishing  tlie  supplies  already  requiredi 
we  shall  proceed  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  uie  depreciation  of  the  currency, 
to  which  we  entreat  your  attention. 

The  depreetation  of  bills  of  credit  is  always  either  natural  or  artificial*  or 
both.  The  latter  is  our  case.  The  moment  the  sum  in  circulation  exceeded 
what  was  necei(sary  as  a  medium  in  commerce,  it  began  and  continued  to 
depreciate  in  proportion  as  the  amount  of  the  surplus  increased ;  and  tliat 
proportion  would  hold  good  until  the  sum  emitted  should  become  so  great  as 
nearly  to  equal  the  value  of  the  capital  or  stock,  on  the  credit  of  which  the 
bills  were  issued.  Supposinc,  therefore,  that  30,006,000  was  necessary  for 
a  drcttlating  medium,  and-duit  160,000,000  had  issued,  the  natural  depre« 
ciatioa  is  but  little  mere  than  as  five  to  one :  but  the  actual  depreciation 
exceeds  tibat  proportion,  and  that  excess  ia  artificial.  The  natural  depreci' 
ation  is  to  be  removed  only  by  lessening  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation, 
k  will  regain  its  primitive  value  whenever  it  shall  be  reduced  to  the  sum- 
necessary  for  a  medium  of  commerce.  This  is  only  to  be  effected  by  loana^ 
and  taxes. 

The  artificial  depreciation  Is  a  more  serious  subject,  and  merits  minuie 
investigation.  A  distrust  ^however  occasionefH  entertained  by  the  mass  of 
the  people,  either  in  the  ability  or  inclination  of  the  United  States  to  redeeni 
their  bills,  is  the  cause  of  it.  Let  us  enquire  how  far  reason  will  justify  a 
distrust  in  the  ability  of  the  United  States. 

The  ability  of  the  United  States  must  depend  on  two  tbinp ;  first,  tba 
success  of  the  present  revolution  ;  and  secondly,  on  the  sufficiency  of  the 
natural  wealth,  value  and  resources  of  the  country. 

That  the  time  has  been  when  honest  men  might,  without  being  chargeable 
widi  timidity,  have  doubted  the  success  of  the  present  revolution,  we  admit : 
but  that  penod  is  passed.  The  independence  of  America  is  now  as  fixed  as 
fate,  and  the  petulant  efforts  of  Britain  to  break  it  down  are  as  vain  and 
fruitless  as  the  ra^ngof  the  waves  which  beataeainst  their  cliffs.  Let  those 
who  are  still  afflictra  with  these  doubts  consiwer  the  character  and  condi* 
tion  of  our  enemies.  Let  them  remember  that  we  are  contending  aeainst  a 
kingdom  crumbling  into  nieces ;  a  nation  without  public  virtue ;  ancTa  peo^ 
pie  sold  to,  and  betrayed  by,  their  own  representatives ;  against  a  pnnce 
governed  by  bis  passions,  and  a  ministry  witbout  confidence  or  wisdom  | 
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against  armies  half  paid  and  generals  hair  trasted ;  against  a  gorerhment 
equal  onl^  to  plans  of  plunder,  conflagration  and  murder;  a  goveniBient»  bj 
the  most  impious  .violations  of  the  ri»its  of  religion,  justice,  humanily,  and 
mankind,  courting  the  Tengeance  of  Heaven  and  revolting  from  the  protec- 
tion of  Providence.  Against  the  furj  of  these  enemies  jou  made  anccess- 
ful  resistance,  when  single,  alone  and  friendless,  in  the  dajs  of  weakness 
and  infancy,  before  your  hands  had  been  taught  to  war  or  }roor  fingers  to 
fight  And  can  there  be  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  divine  disposer  of 
human  events,  after  having  separated  us  irom  the  house  of  bonda^  and  led 
us  safe  through  a  sea  of  blood,  towards  the  land  of  liberty  and  promiae»  will 
leave  the  work  of  our  political  redemption  unfinished,  and  either  permit  as 
to  perish  in  a  wilderness  of  difficulties,  or  sufler  us  to  be  carriea  hack  in 
chains  to  that  country  of  oppression,  from  whose  tyranny  he  hath  merciiiil- 
ly  delivered  us  with  a  stretched  out  arm  P 

In  close  alliance  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  in  Europe  which 
has  generously  made  our  cause  her  own,  in  amity  with  many  others,  and 
enjoyiti^  the  ^ood  will  of  all,  what  danger  have  we  to  fear  from  Britain  ?  In- 
stead onicquirine  accessions  of  territory  by  conquest,  tlie  limits  of  her  empire 
daily  contract :  her  fleets  no  longer  rule  the  ocean,  nor  are  her  arnues  in- 
vincible by  land.  How  many  of  her.standards,  wrested  from  the  hands  of  her 
champions,  are  among  jrour  trophies,  and  have  graced  the  triumphs  of  your 
troops  ?  and  how  great  is  the  number  of  those,  wno,  sent  to  bind  you  in  fet- 
ters, have  become  your  captives,  and  received  their  lives  from  your  hands  ? 
In  short,  whoever  considers  that  these  states  are  daily  increasing;  in  power; 
that  their  armies  have  become  veteran ;  that  their  governments,  fbunded  in 
freedom,  aro  established ;  that  their  fertile  country  and  their  affectionate 
ally  furnish  them  with  ample  supplies ;  that  the  Spanish  monarch,  well  pre- 

Sared  for  war,  with  fleets  and  armies  ready  for  combat,  and  a  treasury  over- 
owing  with  wealth,  has  entered  the  lists  against  Britain ;  that  the  other 
European  nations,  often  insulted  by  her  pride,  and  alarmed  b v  the  strides  of 
her  ambition,  have  left  her  to  her  fate ;  that  Ireland,  wearied  with  her  op- 
pressions, is  panting  for  liberty,  and  even  Scotland  displeased  and  uneasy  at 
her  edicts :  whoever  considers  these  things,  instead  of  doubting  the  issue  of 
the  war,  will  rejoice  in  the  glorious,  the  sure  and  certain  prospect  of  success. 

This  point  being  established,  the  next  question  is,  whether  ^e  natural 
wealth,  value  and  resources  of  the  country,  will  be  equal  to  the  payment  of 
the  debt? 

Let  us  suppose  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
the  emissions  should  amount  to  200,000,000 ;  that  eiclusive  of  supplies  from 
taxes,  which  will  not  be  inconsiderable,  the  loans  should  amount  to  1 00,000,000, 
then  the  whole  national  debt  of  the  United  States  would  be  300,000,000. 
There  are  at  present  3,000,000  of  inhabitants  in.  the  IS  states:  300,000,000 
of  dollars,  divided  among  3,000,000  of  people,  would  give  to  each  person 
100  dollars ;  and  is  there  an  individual  in  America  unable,  in  the  course 
of  18  or  20  years,  to  pav  it  again  ?  Suppose  the  whole  debt  assessed,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  on  the  innabitants  in  proportion  to  their  respective  estates,  what 
would  then  be  the  share  of  the  poorer  people?  Perhaps  not  10  dollars.  Be- 
sides, as  this  debt  will  not  be  payable  immediately,  but  probably  SO  years 
allotted  for  it,  the  number  of  innabitants  by  Uiat  time  in  America  will  be  far 
more  than  double  their  present  amount  It  is  well  known  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  country  increased  almost  in  the  ratio  of  compound  interest.  By 
natural  population  they  doubled  every  20  years,  and  how  great  may  be  the 
host  of  emigrants  from  other  countries  cannot  be  ascertained.  We  nave  the 
highest  reason  to  believe  the  number  will  be  immense.  Suppose  that  only 
10,000  should  arrive  the  first  year  after  the  war,  what  will  those  10,000 
with  their  fismiiies  count  in  20  years  time  i — ^probably  double  the  number. 
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This  obsenratioQ  applies  with  proportionable  force  to  the  emigrantB  of 
areij  sQCcessiTe  year.  Thus  yon  see  great  part  of  your  debt  will  be  payable 
not  merely  by  the  present  number  of  inhabitants,  but  by  that  number  swelled 
and  increased  by  me  natural  population  of  the  present  inhabitants^  by  mul- 
titudes of  emigrants  daily  arnving  from  other  countrieSt  tod  by  the  natural 
popriation  of  those  successive  emigrants,  so  that  every  person's  share  of 
the  debt  will  be  constantly  diminishing  by  others  coming  in  to  pay  a  pro« 
portiott  of  it. 

These  are  advantages  which  none  but  young  countries  enjoy.  The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  every  country  in  Europe  remains  nearly  the  same  from 
one  centorr  to  another.  No  country  will  produce  more  peoplie  than  it  can 
subsist,  and  every  country,  if  free  and  cultivated,  will  nroiluce  as  many  as 
it  ceo  maintain.  Hence  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  future  population  of 
these  states.  Extensive  wildepnesses»  now  scarcely  known  or  explored,  re- 
mmn  yet  to  be  cultivated,  and  vast  lakes  and  rivers,  whose  waters  have  for 
ages  rolled  in  sileni^  and  obscurity  to  the  ocean,  are  yet  to  hear  the  din  of 
imtu^rj,  become  subservient  to  commerce,  and  boast  delightful  villas,  gild- 
ed niires,  and  spacious  cities  rising  on  their  banks. 

Tnus  much  (or  the  number  of  persons  to  pay  the  debt.  The  next  point  is 
their  ability.  They  who  enquire  How  many  millions  of  acres  are  contained 
onlr  in  the  settled  part  of  North- America,  and  how  much  each  acre  is  worth, 
will  acquire  very;  enlarged,  and  yet  very  inadequate  ideas  of  the  value  of  this 
cottntry.  But  tnose  who  will  carry  their  enouiries  further,  and  learn  that 
we  lieretoibre  paid  an  annual  tax  to  Britain  ot  3,000,000  sterlinji;  in  the  way 
of  trade,  and  still  grew  rich  ;  that  our  commerce  was  then  confined  to  her  j 
that  we  were  obliged  to  carry  our  commodities  to  her  market,  and  conse- 
quently to  sell  them  at  her  price ;  that  we  were  compelled  to  purchase  fo- 
rein  commodities  at  her  stores,  and  on  her  terms,  and  were  forbid  to  esta- 
biim  any  manufactories  incompatible  with  her  views  of  gun ;  that  in  future 
tiie  whole  world  will  be  open  to  us,  and  we  shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase 
from  those  who  will  sell  on  the  best  terms,  and  to  sell  to  those  who  will  give 
Ae  Mt  pices;  that  as  the  country  increases  in  number  of  inhabitants  and 
cultivation,  the  productions  of  the  earth  will  be  proportionably  increased,  an 
the  riches  of  the  whole  proportionably  greater.  W  hoever  examines  the  force 
of  these  and  similar  observations,  must  smile  at  the  ignorance  of  those  who 
doubt  tiie  ability  of  the  United  States  to  redeem  their  bills. 

Let  it  also  be  remembered  that  paper  money  is  the  only  kind  of  money 
which  cannot  **  make  unto  itself  wings  and  fly  away."  It  remains  with  us, 
it  will  not  forsake  us,  it  is  always  ready  and  at  hand  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
merce or  taxes,  and  every  industrious  man  ^an  find  it.  On  the  contrary, 
flhoold  Great-Britain,  like  Nineveh  (and  for  the  same  reason)  yet  find  mercy 
and  escape  the  storm  ready  to  burst  upon  her,  she  will  find  her  national  debt 
in  a  very  different  situation ;  her  territory  diminished,  her  people  Wasted, 
her  commerce  ruined,  her  monopolies  gone,  she  must  proviae  tor  the  dis- 
charge  of  htr  immense  debt  by  taxes  to  be  paid  in  specie,  in  gold  or  silver 
periiaps  now  buried  in  the  mines  of  Mexico  or  Peru,  or  still  concealed  in  the  . 
brooks  and  rivulets  of  Africa  or  Indostan. 

Having  shewn  that  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  ability  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  their  debt,  let  us  next  enquire  whether  as  much  can  be  said  for 
their  inclination. 

Under  this  head  three  things  are  to  be  attended  to : 

Ist.  Whether  and  in  what  manner  die  faith  of  the  United  States  has  been 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  their  bills : 

2£  Whether  they  nave  put  themselves  in  a  political  capacity  to  redeem 
them;  and, 

Sd.  Whether,  admitting  the  two  former  propositions,  there  is  any  reason 
to  apprehend  a  wanton  violation  of  the  public  faith. 
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l»t.  It  mast  be  evident  to  e?erj  mao  who  reads  the  jearaalsof  Coagress. 
or  looks  at  the  face  of  dne  of  their  bilb,  that  Coagress  have  pledged  the  faith 
of  their  constituents  for  the  redemption  of  them.  And  it  must  be  ei|aallj 
evident,  not  enlj  that  thej  had  authority  to  do  so,  but  that  their  constitnents 
have  actually  rattled  their  acts  bv  receiving  their  bills,  Ptssing  lawa  esta* 
blishing  their  currency,  and  punishing  those  who  countermt  them.  Smthat 
it  may  with  truth  be  said  that  the  people  have  pledged  their  faith  for  the  re- 
demption of  them,  not  only  collectively  by  tlieir  representatives,  but  indi- 
vidaally. 

fid.  Whether  the  United  States  have  put  themselves  in  a  political  capacity 
to  redeem  their  bills,  is  a  question  which  calls  for  more  full  discnsaion. 

Our  enemies,  as  well  foreicn  as  domestic,  have  labored  to  raise  donhts  on 
this  head.  They  argue  that  the  confederation  of  the  states  remains  yet  to  be 
perfected ;  that  the  union  may  be  dissolved.  Congress  be  abolished,  and  each 
state,  resuming  its  delegated  powers,  pticeed  in  future  to  hold  and  eaercise 
all  the  rights  of  sovereignty  appertaining  to  an  independent  state.  In  such 
an  event,  say  they,  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  created  and  snppoficd  by 
the  union,  would  die  with  it  This  position  being  assumed,  they  neat  pro- 
ceed to  assert  this  event  to  be  probable,  and  in  proof  of  it,  urge  oar  divisions, 
our  parties,  our  separate  interests,  distinct  manners,  former  prqndicesj  and 
many  other  arguments  equally  plausible  and  equally  fallacioos.  Examine 
this  matter. 

For  every  purpose  essential  to  the  defence  of  these  statea  in  the  progrtsa 
of  the  present  war,  and  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  of  it,  these 
statea  now  are  as  fully,  legally,  and  absolutely  confederated  as  it  is  poaaable 
for  them  to  be.  Reaa  the  credentials  of  the  diflerent  delegates  who  com- 
^  posed  the  Congress  in  1774,  1775,  and  part  of  1776.  You  will  find  that  they 
establish  an  union  for  the  express  purpose  of  opposina  the  opprasoiotts  of 
Britain,  and  obtaining  redress  of  grievances.  On  the  4tb  of  July,  I776,^oar 
renrepentatives  in  Congress,  perceiving  that  nothing  less  than  unconditional 
submission  would  satisfy  our  enemies,  did,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the 
thirteen  United  Colonies,  declare  them  to  be  free  and  independent  stales, 
and  ^  for  the  support  of  that  declaration,  with  a  inn  reliance  on  the  protec- 
tion of  Divine  Providence,  did  mutually  pledjEe  to  each  other  their  lives, 
their  portukks,  and  their  sAoaan  honor.''  Was  ever  confederation  mere 
formal,  more  solemn,  or  explicit  ?  It  has  been  expressly  asaented  to  and  rati- 
fied by  every  state  in  the  union.  Accordinglv,  ror  the  direct  support  of  this 
declaration,  that  is,  for  the  support  of  the  indfependence  of  these  states,  ar- 
mies have  been  raised,  and  bills  of  credit  emitted  and  loans  made  to^iay  and 
supply  them.  The  redemption,  therefore,  of  these  bills,  the  payment  of 
these  debts,  and  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  statea  for  ex- 
penditures or  services  for  the  common  benefit,  and  in  this  common  canae,  are 
among  the  objects  of  this  confederation ;  and  conaequently,  while  all  or  any 
of  its  objects  remain  unattained,  it  cannot,  so  far  as  it  may  respect  such  ob- 
jects, be  dissolved,  consistent  with  ilie  laws  of  God  or  man. 

But  we  are  persuaded,  and  our  enemies  will  find  that  our  onion  ia  not  to 
end  here.  They  are  mistaken  when  they  suppose  us  kept  together  pnly  by 
a  sense  of  present  danger.  It  ia  a  fact  wnich  tiiey  only  will  dispute, 
that  the  people  of  these  states  were  never  so  cordially  united  aa  at  thu  day. 
By  having  been  obliged  to  mix  with  each  other,  former  prejudicea  have 
worn  off,  and  their  several  manners  become  blended.  A  sense  of  common 
permanent  interest,  mutual  affection  (having  been  brethren  in  affliction^  the 
ties  of  consanguinity  daily  extending,  constant  reciprocity  of  good  oflices, 
similarity  in  languase,  in  governments,  and  therefine  in^  mannera,  the  im- 
portance, weight  and  splendor  of  the  union,  all  conspire  in  forroinj^a  straof; 
chain  of  connexion,  which  must  forever  bind  us  together.    The  United  Pro- 
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TincM  of  the  NetberUndt  and  the  United  Cuitont  of  Switzerland  became 
free  and  independent  under  cireumatanoes  verjr  like  oara :  their  indepen- 
dence hen  been  long  eatabliahed,  and  jet  their  confederaciea  continue  in 
full  ^rigor* .  What  reason  can  be  aaatgned  why  onr  union  ahonld  be  less  last- 
ing ?  or  why  ahottid  the  neopleof  tbeaeatatea  be  avppoaed  lesa  wiae  than  the 
innabitanta  of  thoae  P  Yon  are  not  uninfortned  that  a  plan  for  a  perpetual 
confederation  baa  b^n  prepared  and  that  tweWe  of  the  thirteen  states  have 
already  acceded  to  it.  But  enough  has  been  said  to  ahew  that  for  every 
purpose  of  the  present  war>  and  aU  things  incident  to  it,  there  does  at  pre- 
sent exist  a  perfect  solemn  confederation,  and  therefore  that  the  states  now 
ate  and  always  will  be  in  political  capacity  to  redeem  their  bills,  pay  their 
debts  and  settle  their  accounta. 

Sd.  Whether,  admitting  the  ability  and  political  capacity  of  the  United 
States  to.  rsdeem  their  bills,  there  is  any  reaaon  to  apprehend  a  wanton  vio- 
Utien  of  the  public  &ith  ? 

It  is  with  great  regret  nnd  reluctance  that  we  can  preTail  upon  onraeWes  to 
take  the  leaat  notM^  ef  a  question  which  involves  in  it  a  doubt  ao  injurious  to 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  America* 

The  enemv,  aware  that  the  strenf^h  of  America  lay  in  the  union  of  her 
citizena,  ana  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  those  to  whom  they  committed 
the  direction  of  dieir  affairs,  have  taken  unwearied  pains  to  disunite  and 
ahuwi  the  people,  to  depreciate  the  abilities  and  virtue  of  their  rulers,  and  to 
impur  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  their  constituents.  To  this  end, 
repMtiod  attempts  have  been  made  to  draw  an  abanrd  and  fancifiil  line  of 
^atinction  between  the  Congress  and  the  people,  and  to  create  an  opinion 
and  n  belief  that  their  interests  and  views  were  diiferent  and  opposed.  Hence 
the  riditeleos  tales,  the  invidious  insinuations,  and  the  whimsical  suspi- 
dona  that  have  been  forg;ed  and  propagated  by  disguised  emissaries  and  trai^ 
tore  in  the  garb  of  patriota.  Hence  baa  proeeeaed  the  notable  discovery 
that  aa  the  Congress  made  the  monev  they  also  can  destroy  it ;  and  that  it 
will  enst  no  longer  than  tbey  flna  it  convenient  to  permit  it  It  is  not 
anrpnaiagthat  in  a  free  country,  wherv  the  tongues  anu  pens  of  such  peo- 
ple aie  and  moat  be  licenaed,  such  political  heresiea  shoula  be  inculcated  and 
difiised*  but  it  is  really  astonishing  that  the  mind  of  a  single  virtuous  citi<* 
sen  in  America  shouUfbe  influenced  by  them.  It  certaini  v  cannot  be  neces- 
Mry  to  remind  you  tliat  jour  representatives  here  are  chosen  from  among 
Tonrselves ;  that  you  are  or  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  their  several  charac- 
ters ;  tbet  they  are  sent  here  to  speak  your  sentiments,  and  that  it  is  con- 
stantlv  in  your  power  to  remove  such  as  do  not.  You  sorely  are  con- 
vinced that  it  is' no  more  in  their  power  to  annihilate  your  money  than  your 
independence,  and  that  any  act  of  theirs  for  either  of  those  purposes  would 
ke  null  and  void. 

We  should  pa^  an  ill  compliment  to  the  understanding  and  honor  of 
eveiy  true  American,  were  we  to  adduce  nuuiy  aipiments  to  shew  thebase- 
uesa  or  bad  policy  of  violating  our  national  faith,  or  omitting  to  pursue  the 
mcaaarea  necessary  to  preserve  it  A  bankrupt  faithless  republic  would  be 
t  novelty  in  the  political  wprid,  and  appear  among  reputable  nations  like  a 
comnson  prostitute  among  chaste  and  reapectnUe  matrons.  The  pride  of 
America  revolts  from  the  idea :  her  citizens  know  for  what  purposes  these 
Nftinsiona  were  made,  end  have  repeatedly  plighted  their  fiuth  tor  tne  redemp- 
tioo  of  them ;  they  ere  to  be  found  in  every  man's  possession,  and  every 
man  ia  interested  *in  their  being  redeeved  i  they  vuat  therefore  entertain  a 
high  opinion  of  American  credulity,  who  ouppoae  the  people  capable  of  be- 
lieving, on  doe  reflection,  that  all  America  will,  against  the  faith,  the  honor 
^nd  the  interest  of  all  Americe,  be  ever  prevailed  upon  to  countenance,  sup^ 
tiort  or  permit  so  ruinous,  so  disgraceful  a  measure.    We  are  convinced  that 
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the  efforts  and  arts  of  our  enemies  will  not  be  wanting  to^  draw  us  into  this 
humiliating  and  contemptible  situation.  Impelled  bj  malice,  and  the  sue- 
gestions  ofchaerin  and  disappointment,  at  not  being  able  to  bend  our  necis 
to  their  yoke,  tnej  will  endeavour  to  force  or  seduce  ns  to  commit  this  un- 
pardonable sin»  in  order  to  subject  us  to  the  punishment  due  to  it,  and  that 
we  may  thenceforth  be  a  reproach  and  a  bje  word  among  the  nations.  Ap- 
prized of  these  consequences,  knowing  the  Taiue  of  national  character,  and 
impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  immutable  laws  oHustice  and  honor,  it  is 
impossible  that  America  should  think  without  horror  of  such  an  execrable  deed. 
If  then  neither  our  ability  or  inclination  to  discharae  the  public  debt  are 
justly  questionable,  let  our  conduct  correspond  with  wis  confidence,  and  let 
us  rescue  out  credit  from  its  present  imputations.  Had  the  attention  of 
America  to  this  object  been  unremitted,  had  taxes  been  seasonably  imposed 
and  collected,  had  proper  loans  been  made,  had  laws  been  passed  ana  exe- 
cuted for  punishing  those  who  maliciously  endeavoured  to  injure  the  public 
credit ;  had  these  and  many  other  things  equalljr  necessary  been  done,  and 
had  our  currency,  notwithstanding  all  these  efforts,  declined  to  its  present 
degree  of  depreciation,  our  case  would  indeed  have  been  deplorable.  But  as 
these  exertions  have  not  been  made,  we  may  yet  experience  the  eood  ef- 
fects which  naturally  result  from  them.  Our  former  negligences  therefore 
should  now  animate  us  with  hope,  and  teach  ns  not  to  despair  of  removing 
by  vigilance  and  application  the  evils  which  supineness  and  inattention  have 
produced.  * 

It  has  been  already  observed,that  in  order  to  prevent  the  farther  natural 
depreciation  of  our  bills,  we  have  resolved  to  stop  the  press,  and  to  call  upon 
yea  for  supplies  by  loans  and  taxes.  Your  are  in  capacity  to  afford  them, 
and  are  bound  by  tne  strongest  ties  to  do  it  Leave  us  not  therefore  without 
supplies,  nor  let  in  that  flood  of  evils  which  would  follow  from  such  a  neglect. 
It  would  be  an  event  most  grateful  to  our  enemies,  and  depend  upon  it  they 
vrill  redouble  their  artifices  and  industry  to  compass  it.  Be  therefore  upon 
your  guard,  and  examine  well  the  policy  of  every  measure  and  the  evidence 
of  every  report  that  may  be  proposed  or  mentioned  to  yon  before  yoa  adoot 
the  one  or  oelieve  the  other.  Recollect  that  it  is  the  pnceof  the  libertjr>  the 
peace  and  the  safety  of  yourselves  and  posterity,  that  now  is  re<|uired ; 
that  peace,  liberty  and  safety,  for  the  attainment  and  security  of  which,  you 
have  so  often  and  so  solemnly  declared  your  readiness  to  sacrifice  year  lives 
and  fortunes.  The  war,  though  drawing  fast  to  a  successful  issoe,  still  rsj^. 
Disdain  to  leave  the  whole  business  of  your  defence  to  your  ally.  Be  mmd- 
ful  th(|t  the  brightest  prospects  may  be  clouded,  and  tiiat  prudence  bids  ss 
be  prepared  for  every  event.  Provide,  therefore,  for  continuing  your  ahnies 
in  the  field  till  victory  and  peace  shall  lead  them  home,  and  avoid  the  re- 
proach of  permitting  the  currency  to  depreciate  in  your  hands,  when  by 
yielding  a  part  to  taxes  and  loans,  the  whole  misht  have  been  appreciated 
and  preserved.  Humanity  as  well  as  justice  makes  this  demand  upon  vos, 
the  complaints  of  ruined  widows,  and  the  cries  of  fadierless  children,  mmst 
whole  support  has  been  placed  in  your  hands  and  melted  away,  have  doubt- 
less reached  you  :  take  care  that  they  ascend  no  higher.  Rouse,  therefore, 
strive  who  shall  do  most  for  his  country ;  re-kindle  that  flame  of  patriotism 
which  at  the  mention  of  disgrace  and  slavery  blazed  throughout  America, 
and  animated  all  her  citizens.  Determine  to  finish  the  contest  as  von  began 
it,  honestly  and  glonously.  Let  it  never  be  said  that  America  had  no  soon- 
er become  independent  than  she  became  insolvent, or  that  her  infant  glories 
and  growins  fame  were  obscured  and  tarnished  by  broken  contracts  and 
violated  faith,  in  the  very  hour  when  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  sd- 
miring  and  almost  adoring  the  splendor  of  her  risine. 
^By  the  unanimous  order  of  Congress,  JOHN  JAY,  PrmlinU 

FhUadelphiOy  September  IBth,  1 779. 
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TUESDAY,  September  1 4, 1 779- 

Mr.  Jenifer,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Marjiand,  attended,  and  took, 
his  seat  in  Congress. 

A  memorial  of  the  proprietors  of  a  tract  of  land  called  Indiana,  signed  on 
bdialf  of  the  proprietors,  and  as  their  agent,  by  George  Morean,  was  read, 
statinjg  *^  that  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  1768,  at  a  general  Uongress  with 
the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians,  held  at  Fort-Stanwix,  in  consideration 
of  the  sun  of  i£85,9i6  10  8,  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  damages  sus- 
tained br  the  traders,  the  said  Six  United  and  Independent  Nations,  the 
true  ancf  absolute  owners  and  proprietors,  did  grant  a  tract  of  land  called 
Indiana,  described  as  follows,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  southerly  side  of  the 
BDouth  of  Little  Kennawa  creek,  where  it  empties  itself  into  the  river  Ohio, 
and  niDmoc  from  thence  south-east  to  the  Laurel-Hill,  thence  along  the 
Laurel-Hilluntil  it  strikes  the  river  Monongahala,  thence  down  the*stream 
of  the  said  river  Monongahala,  according  to  the  several  courses  thereof,  to 
the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  tlience  westerl  v 
along  the  course  of  the  said  province  boundary  line,  as  far  as  the  same  shall 
extend,  and  from  thence  by  the  same  course  to  the  river  Ohio,  thence  down 
the  said  tiwer  Ohio,  according  to  the  several  courses  thereof,  to  the  place  of 
beginning:  that  the  said  tract  of  land,  thus  obtained  for  so  valuable  a  con- 
si&ratioD,  and  with  every  circumstance  of  notoriety  and  authority  that  can 

£'ve  validity  to  any  grant,  was  afterwards  (as  being  included  within  the 
mnda  of  a  larger  tract  of  land  called  Vandalia,)  by  order  of  the  king  of 
Qreat-Britaiiiin  council,  before  the  declaration  of  the  independency  of  these 
\Tniied  States,  separated  from  the  dominion  which,  in  right  of  the  crown, 
Virginia  claimed  over  it.  And  therefore  the  memorialists  are  advised,  that 
tke  said  tract  of  country  cannot  remain  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  ^f  Virgi- 
nia or  any  particular  state,  but  of  the  whole  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled: that,  some  acts  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  directing  the  sale  of  the 
lands  in  question,  to  commence  in  October  next,  for  the  particular  benefit 
of  that  state,  seem  intended  to  prevent  and  defeat  the  interposition  of  Cou- 
greaa^^aad  therefore  praying  this  nonourable  house  to  teke  the  distressed  case 
of  the  memorialists  into  speedy  consideration,  and  that  such  order  may  be 
directed  as  mav  be  thought  proper  to  stay  Virginia  in  the  sale  of  the  lands 
in  question,  till  Viiginia,  as  well  as  the  memorialists,  can  be  heard  before 
this  hononndile  house,  and  the  whole  righto  of  the  owners  of  the  tract  of  land 
called  Vandalia,  of  which  Indiana  is  a  part,  shall  be  ascertained  in  such  a 
Buuiner  as  maj  tend  to  support  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  Stotes  and  the 
jast  rights  of  individuals  tnerein." 

Alsp  a  memorial  of  William  Trent,  in  behalf  of  Thomas  Walpole  and  his 
MsociatM,  claiming  a  ria;htto  the  tract  of  land  called  Vandalia,  was  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Scudder,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell,  that  the  first 
ammorial,  signed  by  Geoi^e  Mor^n,  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 


If^Sampthktf    Mr.  Langdon, 
^aaa^mU^Bay^  Mr.  Geny, 

Hohen, 


no  )4io     Manoartf  Mr.  Dickinson,      ay 


nhoie^Mtmd, 


JiemJenegf 


Patridge, 
Mr.  Marchan^ 

ColHns, 
*Mr*  Root, 

Spencer, 
Mr.  Jay, 

Lewifl^ 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 

Hooston, 
Mr.  Shippen, 

Adee, 

Searle, 

Muhknbergj 


Maryland^ 


M'Kcan,         ay  \  ^^ 
Mr.  Caimichael,    ay 

Forbe% 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Fleming, 

Mercer, 
"Mi.  Uamet^ 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthews, 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Mesolved,  That  the  committee  conaitt  of  five. 

WEDNESD  \  Y,  Sepiefkher  1 5,  1 779. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  France,  was  read,  desiring,  in  the  course  of  this  week»  an  audience,  in  or- 
der that  he  mar  take  his  leave  : 

Resolved,  That  Friday  neit  be  assig:ned  for  granting  a  private  audience  to 
the  hon.  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  in  order  to  his  tak- 
ing leave. 

Another  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary,  was 
read,  informing  that  "  he  has  constituted  the  sieur  James  Wilson  advocate* 
general  of  the  French  nation,  in  order  that  he  may  be  diarged  with  all  the 
causes  and  matters  relative  to  navigatioh  abd  commerce." 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  toiught  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Rtnolved,  That  a  cop^  of  col.  Butler's  letter  of  the  Slst  of  August,  wUck 
was  enclosed  in  gen.  Washington's  letter  of  the  £Sd  of  the  said  month,  uid 
referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  be  transmitted  to  the  auditors  of  the  matu 
army,  who  are  directed  to  allow  him  2316  dollars,  the  sum  mentioned  in  his 
letter,  on  his  making  oath  to  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  same. 

JResolvedf  That  all  applications  in  future  for  moneys  for  the  use  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  war,  he  made  to  the 
treasury  by  the  pay-master  bf  the  said  board,  who  is  hiatnioted^to  hnve  them 
previously  certified  by  the  board  of  war ;  and  that  for  all  sums  granted  in 
consequence  of  such  applications  the  said  pay-mastec  be  accoontaUe. 

THURSiDAY,  SepUmher  16. 1779. 

A  memorial  from  capt.  William  Macpherson  was  read ;  Wherenpony 

Resolved,  That  a  brevet  of  major  in  the  army  of  the  United  Stales  he  grant- 
ed to  William  Macpherson,  and  that,  while  in  aetnal  service,  he  receive  the 
pay  and  subsistence  of  a  major. 

Ordered,  That  msjor  Macpherson  repair  to  the  southern  army,  and  re* 
ceive  the  orders  of  major-general  Lincoln,  or  the  commanding  officer  in  thai 
department  for  the  time  Ming. 

'  The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr. 
Smith,  to  whom  a  memorial  from  col.  Knoblauch  was  referred,  bronght  in  a 
report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  thereupon  Congress  cane 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  although  col.  Knoblauch  brought  with  him  very  respecta- 
ble recommendations  to  a  member  of  Congress,  and  to  gen.  Washington,  vet 
it  is  inconsistent  with  the  arrangement  of  tlie  army  to  employ  him  agreaUe 
to  his  wishes. 

Resolved^  That  Con^ss  entertain  a  proper  sense  of  col.  Knoblandi's  s^ 
for  the  cause  of  Amenca,  and  that  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars  be  paid  to  col. 
Knoblauch,  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses  to  Europe,  and  those  incurred 
during  his  residence  iu  Amenca. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  26th  of  August,  in  fsTor  of  colonel  Knob- 
lauch, be  cancelled. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  major  Widder- 
sheime,  broueht  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  major  Widdersheime  be  informed,  that,  thouch  Congress 
entertain  a  proper  sense  of  his  offer  to  enter  into  the  service  of  these  atatet, 
yet  it  is  impracticable  to  employ  him  in  the  line  of  the  army,  consistent  with 
the  arrangement  thereof. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  William  Palfrey,  pay-master  general,  was  read, 
informing  that  John  mynton  has  resigned  the  office  of  pay-master  iisr  the 
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western  district,  and  that  it  it  necessarj  another  person  be  appointed  to  suc« 
cecd  him ;  Whereupon, 

Congress  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  the  ballets  being  taken,  John  Bore* 
man  was  elected  deputy  pay-roaster  for  the  western  district,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  John  Baynton,  resigned. 

FRIDAY,  September  17, 1779. 

Bcsoboi,  That  two  members  be  appointed  to  introduce  the  minister  to  the 
private  audience :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Jenifer. 

The  minister  being  introduced,  took  his  leave  in  a  speech,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  translation  : 

'^  G^emtiemen:  The  king  mj  master,  having  been  pleased  to  attend  to  the 
representations  which  mv  ill  state  of  health  obliged  me  to  make  to  him,  his 
majes^  has  granted  me  leave  to  return.  At  the  same  time  he  has  taken  care 
tosen«l  a  new  minister  plenipotentiary  to  America,  that  there  may  be  no  in* 
termption  in  hb  care  to  cultivate  a  mutual  friendship.  I  must  leave  it  to 
the  abilities  of  Mens,  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  explain  to  you  his  ma- 
jesty's sentiments^and  confine  myself,  at  this  time,  in  testifying  to  you,  gen- 
tlemen, the  satisfaction  I  shall  have  in  rendering  him  an  account  of  the  oc- 
currences which  I  have  been  witness  of  for  more  than  a  year  during  my  re- 
sidence with  you.  His  majesty  will  thereby  perceive  the  sentiments  with 
which  your  councils  are  animated  and  governed,  your  wisdom,  your  firm- 
ness, your  attachment  to  the  alliance,  and  your  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  thfe 
common  cause  and  the  two  nations  respectively.  He  will  see  with  pleasure 
that  that  inestimable  union,  which  constitutes  the  principal  force  and  weight 
of  the  confederacy,  reigns  among  the  United  States ;  that  the  citizens  are  so 
far  from  being  wanting  in  zeal  and  spirit  to  repel  incursions  which  can  have 
no  other  object  than  a  barbarous  devastation,  that  there  is  not  an  American 
who  is  not  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  concurring  to  humble  still  further  and 
weaken  the  common  enemy,  by  efforts  proportionate  to  the  importance  of 
happily  terminating  a  glorious  revolution,  and  of  securing,  as  speedily  as 
possible^  to  the  United  States  of  America,  by  a  solid  and  honoraole  peace, 
the  inestimable  advantages  of  liberty  and  independence,  which  is  the  essen- 
tial and  fundamental  object  of  the  alliance  and  of  the  war  kindled  and  ren* 
dered  necessarjr  by  England. 

It  onl  V  remains  for  me,  gentiemen,  to  offer  you  as  a  body  and  as  indivi- 
duals, tne  tribute  of  my  tiianks  for  the  marks  of  confidence  and  esteem,  and 
also  of  attention  which  I  have  received  from  you ;  I  have  always  endeavour- 
ed to  deserve  them  by  the  most  sincere  and  zealous  attachment  to  the  inte- 
rests and  dignity  of  the  United^  States,  as  well  as  to  the  principles  and 
sentiments  resulting  from  the  alliance.  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  zeal  for 
rvery  tfaing.that  could  have  any  relation  to  that  object,  and  that  could  farther 
cement  the  connexions,  whether  political  or  personal,  between  the  two  na- 
tions. .The  most  flattering  recompence  of  all  my  labours  would  be  the  testi- 
mony of  your  satisfaction.'' 

To  which  the  President,  in  behalf  of  Congress,  returned  the  following  an- 
swer: 

"  Sia:  We  receive  with  much  concern  the  intimation  you  have  riven  us, 
that  the  bad  state  of  your  health  obliges  you  to  leave  America :  though  at 
the  same  time  we  are  sensible  of  the  continued  friendly  care  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty  in  sending  a  new  minister  plenipotentiary  to  these  states. 

Great  as  our  regret 'is  in  thus  partin|;  with  you,  yet  it  affords  us  pleasure 
to  think  how  well-disposed  you  are  to  improve  the  favourable  opportunities 
you  will  have  on  your  return  to  France,  of  evincing  to  his  majesty  the  reality 
of  those  sentiments  on  our  part,  which  may  justly  be  termed  the  animating 
principles  of  the  United  States. 
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By  Bitch  representationB  the  kina;  will  be  aesered,  thet  the  cittxeoa  of  theee 
states  observe,  with  the  most  lively  satisfsction,  the  repeatedl  ioslaacM  ef 
his  amity  for  them ;  thiU  they  re^aitl  the  alliance  as  an  inesliBable  cooiiei- 
tODj  endeared  to  them  by  the  punty  of  the  motives  on  which  it  was  founded, 
the  advantases  derived  from  it,  and  the  blessin||||S  it  pramises  to  bo&  na« 
tions ;  that  their  resolution  of  securing  its  essential  objects,  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, is  unalterable ;  that  they  are  determined  by  all  the  exertions 
in  their  ptfwer  to  advalice  the  common  cause,  and  to  demotistrBte  that  while 
they  are  attentive  to  their  own  interests,  they  as  ardently  desire  to  approve 
themselves  not  only  faithful  but  afiectionate  allies. 

By  a  residence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Congress,  yon  are  enabled  to 
Ibrm  a  competent  judgment  of  tlie  difficulties  we  liave  had  to  encoantcr  as 
nvell  as  of  our  efforts  to  remove  them. 

fiir^  we  should  be  deficient  in  the  respect  due  to  distinruished*  inerit,  if  we 
should  fail  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  testifying  the liigh  esteem  which 
groe  have  obtained  throughout  this  country  by  your  public  waA  private  con- 
duct. Yott  have  happily  combined  a  vigilant  devotion  for  the  dignity  and 
interest  of  our  most  eacellent  and  illustrious  ally,  with  a  zealous  attach- 
inent  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  these  states. 

Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability  and  diligence  in  discharging  the  eminent 
tk*ust  Reposed  in  youyliave  secured  our  entire  confidence^  and  now  solicit 
fiiom  us  the  strongest  declarations  of  our  satisfaction  in  your  behavioar. 

That  you  may  oe  blessed  with  a  favourable  voyage,  the  approbatioa  of 
your  sovereign,  the  perfect  recovery  of  your  health,  and  all  happiness,  is 
4mong  the  warmest  wishes  of  every  member  of  this  body." 

The  marine  committee,  to  v^om  was  referred  the  letter  from  admiral 
Arbuthnot,  dated  at  New-York,  the  SOth  of  August,  1779,  report, 

**  That  OB  an  enquiry  they  find  there  is  a  person  of  the  name  of  Wilibank 
IfSW  in  die  prison  of  tliis  citv*  who  was  takon  a  pilot  of  the  sloop  Hotfaam ; 
that  there  is  also  in  tiie  said  prison  a  person  of  the  name  of  Papley :  that 
those  persons,  as  well  as  other  prisoners  in  aeneral,  are  in  comioriable 
rooms,  provided  with  good  provisions,  and  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  the 
yard  at  certain  hours  every  day,  and  are  not  '^  in  close  and  cmel  confine- 
ment," as  is  suggested  in  the  ailmiral's  letter : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  return  an  ansvrer  to  admiral  Arbnthnot's 
letter^  and  enclose  him  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  d7th  of  Au- 
gusts from  govenuMT  Liviogston,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mnaco  Living- 
ston, report, 

«That  it  is  not  eligible  to  employ  Mr.  Mosco  Livingston  in  tho  way  be 
proposed,  and  recommend  tliat  his  letter  and  certifisate  be  returned  to  go- 
venier  Livinffston :" 

Me9olved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

.  lOn  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Besolvedt  That  in  consideration  of  the  distinguished  merit  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Talb^t^  a  commission  of  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  given  him,  but  that  his  pay  and  rations  as  lieutenant-colonel  cease  while 
^^tnally  employsMl  in  tlie  navy ;  and  that  the  marine  committee  be  directed 
to  provide  a  proper  vessel  for  him  as  soon  as  possible. 

llie  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  roport ;  Whereupon, 

JRiMolvtin  That  5»000,180  dollars  be  eihitted  on  the  faith  ot  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  diroction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  in  bills  of  credit  of 
the  following  denominations,  viz* 

81,004 
54,056 

5jmM 


Sr/)S6  bills  of  80  dollars, 

2,162,240 

27,028  biUs  of    Sdoilsns 

ji7/m  do.    ro 

1,891,960 

27,028    do.         i 

5^,038    do.      20 

540,560 

V7Jim    do.         1 

27,028    do.        5 

135,140 

27,028    do.       4 

108,112 
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That  the  said  biUs,  excepting  the  Dainbera,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  these  eimtted  the  17tli  oajr  of  Jul^  last,  and  be  numbered  from  the  last 
namber  io  each  respective  denomination  progressiTeljr. 

Resolwed,  That  a  farther  sum  of  10»000»080  dollars,  be  emitted  under  the 
directioii  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  in 
bills  of  credit,  of  the  foilowing  denominations,  viz. 

1,053.640 
921.060 

789.480 

'  10,000.080 


2&fi\S  bitti  or65  donaiv, 
36^316    do.    60 
26^16    do.    55 
26^X6    do.    50 
26.316  do.    45 


1.710.540 
1.578^960 
1.447;)80 
1.315,800 
1,184.230 


36»316biUsof40doll«n» 
36.316    do.    35 
26^16    do.    30 


That  the  bills,  excenting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  ts 
the  emissions  directea  on  the  14th  of  January  last,  and  be  numbered  from 
the  laet  number  io  every  deiiomination  progressively. 

Orieredf  That  the  committee  of  commerce  forthwith  report  a  proper  al- 
lowance for  the  commercial  and  other  continental  agents  in  these  united 
States,  and  that  the  marine  committee  and  committee  of  commerce  direct 
their  respective  agenta  forthwith  to  render  their  accounts  in  order  for  set- 
tlement. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  tfte 
8th,  from  the  board  of  war,  broupit  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

MeBolvedt  That  Congress  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  exertions  of  the 
board  of  war,  in  supermtendin^  and  dirtfcting  the  necessary  purchased  of 
clothing  for  the  army,  and  of  tlieir  constant  attention  to  that  important  busi- 
ness, and  that  it  is  necessary  the  board  should,  for  the  present  campaign, 
and  until  some  more  expedient  arrangement  can  be  adopted,  provide  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  and  upon  the  best  terms  they  are  able,  the  ne- 
cessary supplies  of  clothing  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  committees  of 
Cumberland  county,  together  with  instructions  from  the  senate  and  assem- 
bly of  the  state  of  New-York  to  their  delegates  in  Congress,  and  other  papers 
accompanying  the  same,  brought  in  a  report. 

MONDAY,  aepUmber  20.  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Laurens.  Mr.  Marchant.  Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Pitzhugh.  appointed  to  correspond  with  major-nneral 
Lincoln,  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  7th  from  general  Wash- 
ington, brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Raolvedj  That  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  to  detach  the  North -Carolina 
troops,  now  at  or  near  West-Point^  to  join  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
mijor-ceneral  Lincoln  in  South-Carolina,  and  tiiat  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
be  signified  thereon  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  second  paragraph  being  amended,  a  division  was  called  for ;  and  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 


y.Han^pthift^^IlT,  Peabody 
Mu^$tm-Jki9,  Mr.  Gerfy, 

Hohen, 

Paitridge, 
Rkode-ftland,  M**.  CoUina, 
CofmeeAcutt     Blr.  Huntington. 

Rool^ 

Jfem  Twkt      Kr.  Jay, 

Lewb. 
PenwySotmiat  Mr.  Aimstrong, 

Shippea, 

Atlee. 

IfuUenbeig^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Uatyland, 


firginia. 


H-CrndSuimt 


S,  VaroBmh 


Mr.  CirQiidne], 

Forbes, 

Jenifcn*. 
Mr.  Griflln. 

Mercer. 

Fitzhugfa, 
Mr.  Bamet^ 

Hughes. 

Bhs^e. 
Mr.  Laurens, 

Matthews, 
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That  three  of  the  contiaeotal  frigates  or  ships  of  war,  now  in  tiie  port  of 
Boston,  or  elsewhere  in  the  eastern  states,  be  ordered  to  renair'to  Sooth- 
Carolina,  with  alt  possible  expedition,  after  haring  receireo  on  board  at 
such  place  as  the  marine  committee  shall  appoint,  as  many  of  the  North- 
Carolina  troops,  with  stores  and  ba^gag^,  as  the  sud  fri^tes  or  ships  of 
war  can  safelj  accommodate,  and  taking  under  their  protection  one  or  more 
transport  or  transports,  if  necessary  to  be  employed  tor  condnctinj^  sadi  of 
the  said  troops  and  necessary  stores  for  the  rovage,  as  the  three  frigates  or 
ships  of  war  cannot  conreniently  receive  or  tase  on  board. 

On  the  question  to  sgree  to  the  latter  clause,  from  the  word  ^expedition, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 


w 


FtrginiOt 


Mr.  Smitfa, 
GriiBn, 


^.'CaroUnOf 


S^ 


Fitzhugfa» 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
lfr«  Lanrena, 

Matthew^ 


Mr.  Peabody, 
MaaeatU^Bay^  Mr.Lovell, 

Holtei^ 
Conneetieuit      Mr.  Root, 
Mrw-Twk,        Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Permayhanui,  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 
Mpyhmdf        1^.  CarmichaeC 

Forbes,' 

Jenifer, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
-  Besolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  immediately  to  inkt 
order  for  hiring  such  transports  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  and  for  despatch- 
ingthe  said  fngates  or  ships  of  war  with  their  convoy  without  delay  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  order  the  North-Carolina 
troops  to  proceed  to  such  place  or  places  as  the  marine  committee  shall 
advise : 

That  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to  give  orders  to  the  commaoding 
officer  of  the  frigates  or  ships  of  war  eoing  to  South -Carolina,  to  confer  and 
co-operate  with  maior-general  Lincoln,,  or  the  commanding  officer  for  the 
time  being,  till  further  orders  from  the  marine  committee : 

That  the  said  commanding  officer  be  directed  to  confer  on  all  naval  ope- 
lations  with  the  governor  and  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Sou{h-Caro- 
lina,  and  that  it  w  recommended  to  the  said  state  to  afford  everj  practicable 
and  necessary  aid  and  assistance  for  promoting  and  effectuating  such  pur- 
poses. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  whole  set  of  resolutions  on  the  report^  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


JSr^'Hampahirt,  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mut^tttt'Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Holten, 
Patridfi^, 
made-Aland,    Mr.  Collins, 
ConnecUctU,      Mr.  Root, 
HeuhYorkf        Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Pamtykumih  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 
Muhlenbetg, 


ay  )*y 
noi 
ay>  no 
no) 
ay  Vay 

ay^ 
ay  J  ay 
ay3 


Maryland^ 


Fir^imOf 


N.-CaroUnOf 


Hn-CaroSnOt 


Mr.  Carmichad* 

Forbes^ 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Griffin, 

Mercer, 

Fitzhugh, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Laurens^ 

Matthews^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Besolvedt  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  from  Cumber^ 
landf  &G.  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  22,  1779. 
The  comndttee  of  commerce  having  informed  Congress  that  a  prLfie>  cap 
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tored  bj  a  continental  ship  of  war^  is  carried  into  Boston,  on  board  of  which 
is  a  quantity  of  wine, 

Bnohed,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  directed  to  nve  orders  for 
procuring  a  division  of  the  said  wine ;  and  that  the  part  thereof  belonging  to 
the  continent  be  preserved  for  the  ase  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

FRIDAY>  Septemher  94, 1779. 

Congreas  took  into  consideration  resolutions  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  which  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas,  on  the  first  day  of  June  last.  Congress,  by  a  certain  resolution, 
recitine  **  that  whereas  divers  applications  had  been  made  to  Coneress  on  the 
part  oithe  state  of  New -York,  and  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  relative 
to  disturbances  and  animosities  among  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,"  praying  their  interference  for 
quieting  thereof,  did  resolve  <*  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
New-Hampshire  Grants,  and  enquire  into  the  reasons  why  they  refuse  to 
continue  citizens  of  the  respective  states  which  heretofore  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  said  district ;  for  that,  as  Congress  are  in  duty  bound,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  preserve  inviolate  the  rights  of  the  several  states,  so,  on  the 
other,  they  will  always  be  careful  to  provide  that  the  justice  due  to  the  states 
does  not  interfere  with  the  justice  which  may  be  due  to  individuals:  that  the 
said  committee  confer  with  the  said  inhabitants,  and  that  they  tak€  every 
pmdent  measure  to  promote  an  amicable  settlement  of  all  differences,  and 
prevent  divisions  ana  animosities  so  prejudicial  to  the  United  States :"  and 
did  farther  resolve,  ^  that  the  farther  consideration  of  this  subject  be  post- 
poned until  the  said  committee  shall  have  made  report." 

And  whereas  it  so  happened  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  appointed  in 
pursnaace  of  the  afore-mentioned  resolution,  did  not  meet  in  the  said  dis- 
trict, and  therefore  have  never  executed  t!«e  business  committed  to  them,  or 
made  a  regular  report  thereupon  to  Congress : 

Orderetf,  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged. 

And  whereas  the  animosities  aforesaid  have  lately  proceeded  so  far,  and 
ri^en  so  hi^  as  to  endanger  the  internal  peace  of  Uie  United  States,  which 
renders  it  indispensably  necessary  for  Congress  to  interpose  for  the  restora- 
tion of  quiet  and  good  order. 

And  whereas  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  union  of  the  United  States  of 
America  is  the  mutual  protection  and  security  of  their  respective  rights  ;  and 
whereas  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  said  union,  that  all  causes  of  jea- 
lousy and  discontent  between  the  said  states  should  be  removed  ;  and  there- 
fore that  their  several  boundaries  and  jurisdictions  be  ascertained  and  set- 
tled :  and  whereas  disputes  at  present  subsist  between  the  states  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New- York,  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
people  of  a  district  of  country  called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  the 
other,  which  people  deny  the  jurisdiction  of  each  of  the  said  states  over  the 
said  district,  ana  each  of  the  said  states  claim  the  said  district  against  each 
other  as  well  as  against  the  said  people,  as  appertaining  in  the  whole  or  in 
part  to  them  respectivelv : 

Resolved,  unanimausliff  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  most  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  New- 
York,  forthwith  to  pass  laws  expressly  authorizing  Congress  to  hear  and  de- 
termine all  differences  between  them  relative  to  their  respective  boundaries^ 
ia  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  so  that  Congress  may 
proceed  thereon  by  the  first  day  of  February  next  at  the  farthest :  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  said  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New- 
York,  do,  by  express  laws  for  the  purpose,  refer  to  the  decision  of  Congress 
all  differences  or  disputes  relative  to  jurisdiction,  which  they  may  respective* 


366  JOURNALS  OP  CONCHIBag,  1771. 

Ij  have  with  tlie  people  of  the  district  aforesaid*  so  that  Congress  naj  pn- 
ceed  thereon  on  the  first  daj  of  February  next,  and  also  to  authorize  Congress 
to  proceed  to  hear  and  determtne  all  disputes  subsisting  between  the  grao« 
tees  of  the  seyeral  states  aforesaid,  with  one  another  or  with  either  of  tk 
said  states,  respecting  title  to  lands  lying  in  the  said  district,  to  %e  heard 
and  determinea  in  the  mode  prescribed  for  such  cases  by  the  articles  of  con- 
federation aforesaid :  and  further,  to  provide  that  no  aclyantage  be  taken  of 
the  non -performance  of  the  conditions  of  any  of  the  grants  of  the  said  Umda, 
hut  that  further  reasonable  time  be  allowed  tor  fulfimog  such  conditions^ 

Resolved^  unanimomltft  That  Congress  will,  and  h^eby  do,  pledjge  their 
faith  to  carry  into  execution  and  support  their  decisions  and  determinations 
in  the  premises,  in  favour  of  whichsoever  of  the  parties  the  same  may  he,  to 
the  end,  that  permanent  concord  and  harmony  may  be  established  between 
them,  and  all  cause  of  uneasiness  removed. 

Resolved^  ttitammous^.  That  Congress  will,  on  the  said  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  proceed,  without  delay,  to  hear  and  examine  into  the  disputes 
and  diflbrences  relative  to  jurisdiction  aforesaid,  between  the  said  three 
states  respectively,  or  such  ot  them  as  shall  pass  the  laws  before-mentioiied 
on  the  dne  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  aforesaid  w;ho  claim  to  be  a 
separate  jurisdiction  on  the  other;  and,  after  a  full  and  fair  hearings  will 
decide  and  determine  the  same  according  to  equity ;  and  that  neither  of  tk 
said  states  shall  vote  on  any  cjuestion  relative  to  the  decision  thereof.  And 
Congress  do  hereby  pledge  their  faith  to  execute  and  support  their  fjecisions 
and  determinations  in  the  premises. 

And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  confederMy,  tiiat 
all  intestine  dissentions  be  carefully  avoided,  and  domestic  peaee  and  gosd 
order  maintained : 

Resolved,  unanimotisbf,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  dietrict 
aforesaid,  who  ieuj  thfe  jurisdiction  of  all  the  afore-named  statee,  to 
abstain  in  the  mean  time  from  exercising  any  power  over  any  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  district  who  profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  oL  or  to  ewe 
allegiance  to,  any  or  either  ot  the  said  states :  but  that  none  ot  the  towns, 
either  on  the  east  or  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  be  considered  as  inckid- 
ed  within  the  said  district,  but  such  as  have  heretofore  actually  joined  in 
denying  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  said  states,  and  have  assumed  a  se- 
parate jurisdiction  which  they  call  the  shite  of  Vermont  And  further,  that 
jn  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  said  three  states  afore-named  oi^t,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  suspend  executing  their  laws  over  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  district,  except  such  of  them  as  shall  profess  allegiance  to,  and  confess 
thejurisdictiottof,  the  same  respectively.  And  further^  that  Congress  will 
consider  any  violences  conunittea  aeainst  the  tenor,  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  resolution  as  a  breach  of  the  peace  of  the  confederacy,  which  they 
are  determined  to  keep  and  maintain.  And  to  the  end,  that  all  such  violences 
and  breaches  of  the  public  peace  may  be  the  better  avoided  in  the  said  dis- 
trict, it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof,  to  cultivate 
harnA>oy  and  concord  among  themselves,  to  forbear  vexing  each  other  at  law 
or  otherwise,  and  to  give  as  little  occasion  as  possible  to  the  interpositioo  of 
magistrates. 

Resolvedt  unanimoudy.  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  no  unappropriated 
lands  or  estates  which  are  or  may  be  acnudged  forfeited  or  confiscateo,  \jin^ 
in  the  said  district,  ought,  until  tne  final  decision  of  Congress  in  the  premiseey 
to  be  granted  or  sold. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  aforegoing  resolutions  be  sent  by  express  te 
the  states  of  New- 1  ork,  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  to 
the  people  of  the  district  aforesaid,  and  that  they  be  respectively  desired  to 
lose  no  time  in  appointing  their  agent  or  agents  and  otherwise  prepadeg  for 
the  hearings  aforesaid. 
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The  ftforeaaid  resolutioae  being  read  over,  and  a  question  taken  to  agree  to 
the  whole, 

Eesolvedf  unanimouslj  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Dickinson,  to  whom  were  referred  &  let- 
ter of  the  2dd  of  August  from  general  Washington,  and  the  papers  therein 
enclosed;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  trie  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  his  excellency  general 
Washington,  for  ordering,  with  so  much  wisdom,  the  late  attack  on  the  ene- 
myh  fort  and  works  at  rowles-Hook. 

i?esofo«i.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  major-general  lord 
Stirling  for  the  judicious  ukeasures  taken  by  him  to  forward  the  enterprize 
and  to  aecure  the  retreat  of  the  party. 

Baolvedt  That  the  thanks  of  Congr<ess  be  nven  to  major  Lee,  for  the  re- 
markable prudence,  address  and  bravery  displayed  by  him  on  the  occasion  ^ 
and  that  they  approve  the  humanity  shewn  in  circumstances  prompting  to 
leverity,  as  honourable  to  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  and  correspondent 
to  the  noble  principles  on  which  they  were  assumed. 

BesoUxdt  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  discipline,  forti- 
tude and  spirit  manifested  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  the  command 
of  major  Lee,  in  the  march,  action  and  retreat ;  ai»d  while  with  singular  sa- 
tisfactioD  they  acknowledge  the  merit  of  these  eallant  men,  they  feel  an 
additional  pleasure  by  considering  them  as  part  of  an  army,  in  which  veiy 
many  brave  officers  and  soldiers  have  provea,  by  their  cheerful  performance 
of  everv  doty  under  every  difficulty,  thai  they  ardently  wish  to  give  the 
truly  gforioas  examples  they  now  receive* 

Anhed,  That  Congress  justly  esteem  the  military  caution  so  happily 
combined  with  daring  activity  by  lieutenants  MOallister  and  Rudolph,  in 
leading  on  ^  forlorn  hope. 

Resolvei,  That  a  medal  of  gold,  emblematical  of  this  affair,  be  struck, 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  presented  to  major  Lee. 

Resolved,  That,  the  brevet  and  the  pay  aflgi  subsistence  of  captain,  be  given 
to  lieutenant  M*Callister  and  to  lieutenant  Rudolph  respectively. 

A  motion  having  been  made,  that  the  sum  of  100  dollars  for  every  pri- 
wner  be  pat  into  the  bands  of  major  Lee,  to  be  by  him  distributed  among 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  detachment.  In  such  man- 
ner as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct : 

On  the  question  to  agree  diereto,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Jay, . 


X'Htm^nktrt,  Ifr.Peabody, 
Hamf9tU-Bay,  Mr.  Ho|lcn, 

Patndge, 
Wmde-Idandf    Mr.  Collins, 
^omnetticytt       Mr.  Huntingdon, 

Root, 
AVw>r»rfc,         Mr.  Jay, 

Lewis, 
Ncm-Jertty,       Mr.  Houston, 
PemiMytvtmim^    Mr.  Armstrong,      aj 

Bhippen,  no 

Munlenberg, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 


»y  W 

no  ^no 
no>* 


Mbrffland, 


Virginia, 


no 


no 


N.-CanUna, 


\S,'CaroUna, 


Mr.  Carmichae], 
Forbes, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Gnffin,  - 
Fleming-, 
Mercer, 
Fitzhug^h, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewes, 
Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Laurent, 
Matthews, 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  thfe  question  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Atlee,  seconded  by  Mr.Laurens, 

Resolved.  That  the  sum  of  15,000  dollars  be  put  into  the  hands  of  ma- 
jor Lee,  to  be  by  him  distributed  among  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  detachment  he  commanded  at  the  attack  and  surprise  of 
Powles-Hook,  in  such  manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct. 

A  letter  of  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  was  read,  praying,  as  circumstances 
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prevented  his  muking  use  of  the  leave  of  absence  which  Congress  were 
pleased  to  grant  him  in  December  last»  that  the  same  be  now  renewed : 
Whereupon,  ^ 

Besolved,  T^iat  major  Aug.  des  Epiniers  have  leave  of  absence  for  six 
months,  to  commence  from  Uie  time  of  his  leaving  America. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Forbes, 

Besolved,  That  the  paj  and  subsistence  of  captains  be  allowed  to  liea- 
tenants  Gibbons  andjKnoz,  the  officers  who  led  on  the  forlorn  hope  in  the  late 
attack  on  Stonejr- Point,  and  also  to  Mr.  Archer,  the  bearer  of  the  general's 
letter  and  volunteer  aid,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  their  respective 
commissions  of  brevets,  voted  bj  Congress  the  26th  daj  of  July  last. 

SATURDAY,  SepUmber  25,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Hunting- 
ton, to  whom  was  referred  intelligence  communicated  bj  the  honorable  Mr. 
Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  brought  in  a  report ;  WhereupoD, 
Resolved,  That  the  president  return  Mr.  Gerard  the  following  answer : 
Sir,  Conmss  feel  tnemselves  obliged  by  jour  communication  of  the  Tdi 
instant,  and  are  happj  that  Mr.  Gerard  will  be  able  to  contradict,  from  the 
fullest  evidence,  everj  insinuation  which  maj  be  made  prejudicial  to  the 
faith  and  honor  of  the  United  States. 

MONDAY,  Septen^fer  37,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  quarter-master  and  commissary-general's  departments,  and  that 
another  be  elected  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Whipple,  who  is  absent :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Jenifer,  and  Mr.  Mercer. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  board  of  war,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Spencer,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Root 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Fleurj,  was  r^,  desiring 
that  he  maj  be  indulged  with  a  furlough  to  revisit  his  native  country ;  ana 
accompani^  with  a  letter  of  the  2Sd,  in  his  favor,  from  general  Washing- 
ton, under  a  fljing  seal,  directed  |o  the  president  of  Congress : 

Resolved,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  have  leave  of  absence  for  nine 
months  to  commence  from  the  time  of  his  departure  from  America. 

Ordered,  On  the  request  of  lieutenant-colonel  Flenrj,  that  the  letter  from 
general  Washington  in  his  favor  be  delivered  to  him. 

TUESDAY,  September  28,  1779. 

Congress  having  appointed  the  honorable  John  Jay,  esq.  their  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary to  neeottate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majesty*  and  he  hav- 
ing signified  his  acceptance  of  that  office,  and,  thereupon,  resigned  thechaifi 

Resolvedj  That  Congress  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  president : 

Congress  accordingly  proceeded  to  an  election  ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  counted,  the  nonorable  Samuel  Huntington,  esq.  was  elected. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  having  reported,  that  by  a  letter  of  this 
day's  date  from  the  board  of  war,  they  are  informed  that  major-general 
Philips  and  sundry  other  officers  of  the  convention  troops,  with  .their  fami- 
lies, are  on  their  way  to  New-York : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  improper,  under  the  present  circnmstances  of 
our  affiiirs,  to  permit  any  of  the  officers  or  persons  aforesaid  to  go  into  New- 
York  ;  and  the  board  or  war  are  hereby  directed  to  detain  them  until  the 
further  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  coor 
mander  in  chief. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Smith  have  leave  of  absence. 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Fleming  have  leave  of  absence. 

jResolvedt  That  three  merol^rsbe  elected  to  the  marine  committee,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Huntington,  and  Mr.  Fleming  :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Langdon,  for  New-Hampshire ;  Mr.  Root;  for  Connecticut ;  Mr. 
Mercer,  for  Vij^lnia. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  29, 1779. 

Mr.  Sherman,  one  of  the  delegates  for  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took 
his  seat 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  Gideon  Olmstead,  was  read  : 

Jiesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  memorial  of  Oideon 
Of mstead,  and  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Fennsjlvania,  relative  to  carrying  into  execution  the  decree  of  the 
coort  of  apjpeals  concerning  the  sloop  Active  :  the  members  cboseq,  Mr. 
Root,  Mr.  raca,  and  Mr.  Laurens. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  speaker 
of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  procure  a  committee  of  that  house  to  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  above  committee. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report : 

Whereas  on  the  23d  day  of  August  last,  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia represented  to  Conjg;ress9  that  application  was  made  to  the  said  delegates 
by  the  board  of  trade  m  that  state,  to  procure,  on  account  of  the  state,  a 
sum  of  continental  money,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  John  Moss,  esq.  agent 
for  the  said  state  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
supplies  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  for  the  immediate  use  ot  the  troops 
of  that  state  in  the  continental  army  ;  and  that  it  was  proposed  by  the  said 
board  of  trade,  to  repay  the  money  by  answering  the  bills  or  orders  of  the  trea- 
sury, for  the  amount  of  the  sum  borrowed  payable  in  the  said  state,  or  other- 
wise as  Congress  may  direct :  and  whereas  a  warrant  was  accordingly  issued 
by  Congress  on  the  continental  treasurer,  in  favor  of  the  said  Jcmn  Moss, 
esq.  for  40O,0D0  dollars,  the  said  state  to  be  accountable : 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  board  of  trade  of  Virginia,  in  favor 
of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  commissary -general  of  purchases,  to  be  paid  to 
the  order  of  his  assistants,  Chaloner  &  White,  for  400,000  dollars,  to  re- 
imborse  a  like  sum  lent  to  the  said  state  as  aforesaid  ;  the  said  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  daily  pay  of  Robert  Patton,  messenger,  and  William 
Httrrie,  door-keeper  of  Congress,  be  increased  to  eight  dollars,  from  the  Ist 
of  Bfay  last,  andTthat  in  future  they  be  allowed  ten  dollars  per  day,  until  the 
further  order  of  Congress. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  person  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  several  commissioners,  commercial  agents  and  others  in  Europe,  en- 
trusted with  the  public  money  of  these  United  States;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson  was  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated 
by  Mr*  Jenifer. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  letter  of 
the  27th  from  the  board  of  war  with  the  letters  enclosed,  brought  in  a  re- 
port; Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  Thht  copies  of  the  letters  before-mentioned,  be  forthwith  trans- 
mitted to  the  i^vernor  of  Virginia,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  exe- 
cutive authonty  of  that  state,  to  superintend  the  stationing  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  convention  troops,  in  case  any  invasion  shall  be  made  on  that 
state,  and  that  the  said  executive  authority  do,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
may  require,  advise  the  board  of  war  of  their  proceedings  in  that  business. 
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THURSDAY,  September,  30,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  departments  of  the  c^uarter-master  and  commis- 
sary-general, consisting  of  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Mercer,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  letters  of  the  24th  of  August  from  general  Washington, 
and  the  5th  of  September  from  J.  Wadswortii,  brought  in  a  report ;  Where- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  be  directed 
to  sell  and  deliver  out  of  the  stores  of  these  United  States  there,  to  the 
state  of  New-York,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  or  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized  by  them  for  the  purpose,  any  quan- 
tity of  sugar  and  mm  not  exceeding  500  hogsheads  of  the  former,  and  50 
hogsheads  of  the  latter,  at  the  current  wholesale  price  of  those  articles  in 
cash :  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  or  the  executive  powers 
of  the  said  state,  to  cause  the  said  rum  and  sugar  to  be  sold  and  distributed 
among  the  people  in  such  manner,  as  that  all  nia^  partake  of  the  benefit  in- 
tended them,  and  at  no  higher  price  than  will  raise  the  amount  of  the  prime 
cost  and  charges  : 

That  the  marine  comihittee  be  directed  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
enable  the  commissary-general  to.  perform  his  engagements  actually  made 
with  the  people  for  sugar,  &c. 
On  passing  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr  Peabodj, 


no 
no 


no 


no"^ 
ay  Cay 

ay^ya 

ay> 

»y>ay 
ayi 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 

N.'CofoUna, 

S.' Carolina, 


Mr.  Forfaca, 
Jenifer, 

Bfr.  Gnffin, 
Mercer, 
Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Hamet^ 
Hcwes, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  LAurens, 
Matthew^ 


»yj 

»yi 

aySay 

»yj 

ayj.ay 

W'3 

av> 

ay5  • 


N'ffampthirt,   Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdon, 
Mau'stt^Say,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Molten, 

Patridg^, 
Bhode'ltkmdf  Mr.  Marchant, 
Conntcticut,      Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 

Koot, 
^ew^eney,      Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 
Pemuykamot  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Atlee, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

That  the  commissarjr -general  be  informed,  that  although  the  necessity  of 
the  case  may  justify  his  using  the  expedient  in  this  instance,  yet  Congress 
cannot  approve  of  his  making  any  purchases  in  ordinary  cases,  otherways^ 
than  for  nioney  : 

Resolved,  l!liat  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Carroichael :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman. 

FRIDAY,  Octoher  1,  1779. 

A  letter  from  the  marine  committee  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  thej  be 
directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  of  regulations  for  conducting  the 
naval  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  committee  formerly  appoint- 
ed  for  that  purpose  be  discharged. 

The  board  ot  war,  to  whom  was  referred  their  report  respecting  lieaten- 
ant-colonel  Fleury,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  zeal,  activity,  mi* 
litarv  genius  and  gallantry  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury,  which  he  has  exhi- 
bited on  a  variety  of  occasions  during  his  service  in  the  armies  of  these 
states,  wherein,  while  he  has  rendered  essential  benefit  to  the  American 
cause,  he  has  deservedly  acquired  the  esteem  of  the  army  and  gained  un&d- 
ing  reputation  for  himself. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  lion.  John  Jay,  esq. 
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late  president,  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  chair, 
and  the  execution  of  public  business. 

SATURDAY,  October  2,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerrj,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Peabodj,  Congress  came  to  the 
following  resolution : 

IVhereas  in  the  first  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September  last, 
relative  to  a  district  of  country  called  "New-Hampshire  Grants,"  is  die  fol- 
lowing clause,  viz. 

"  And  also  to  authorize  Congress  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all 
disputes  subsisting  between  the  grantees  of  the  several  states  aforesaid  with 
one  another,  or  with  either  of  the  said  states,  respecting  title  to  lands  lying 
in  the  said  district,  to  be  heard  and  determined  in  the  mode  prescribedf  for 
such  cases  bj  the  articles  of  confederation  aforesaid :"  and  whereas  no  pro- 
vision is  made  in  the  said  articles  of  confederation  for  hearing  and  deter- 
mining disputes  between  any  state  and  the  grantees  of  any  other  state : 

Mtsolvta  unanimously ^  That  the  clause  above  recited  be  repealed. 

Resolved  unanimously ^  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  states 
of  New -Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New -York,  to  authorize  Con- 
gress to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all  disputes  subsisting  between  the 
grantees  of  the  several  states  aforesaid,  with  one  another,  or  with  either  of  the 
said  states,  respecting  title  to  lands  lyin^  in  the  said  district,  to  be  heard 
and  determineu  by  "  commissioners  or  judges,"  to  be  appointed  in  tlie 
mode  prescribed  by  the  9th  article  of  the  con^deration  aforesaid. 

Ordered^  I1iat  a  copy  of  the  preceding  resolves  be  transmitted  to  the  said 
states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-York,  and  also  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants. 

On  a  representation  from  the  executive  of  Yireinta,  to  the  executive  of 
Maryland,  which  was  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  delegates  of  Mary- 
land; 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Paca,  seconded  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  council  of  Mary- 
land, to  permit  as  much  bread,  flour  and  wheat  to  be  exported  for  the  state 
of  Vii^inia,  as  the  said  state  may  want  for  its  public  supply. 

MONDAY,  October  4,  1779. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  one  of  the  delegates  for  Delaware,  attended,  and  took  his 
•eat. 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth  of  September,  from  general  Washington,  was  read : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

Resolved,  That  colonel  Clarke  be  directed  to  halt  the  North-Carolina 
troops  at  Trenton,  till  farther  orders. 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  September,  from  general  Washington,  was  read, 
enclosina;  a  letter  of  the  28th  of  the  said  month,  from  baron  de  Frey,  captain 
in  brieadier  count  Pulaski's  legion,  was  read ;  and  also  a  memorial  of  cap- 
tain Charles  de  Frey,  requesting  leave  of  absence  for  eight  months,  to  revisit 
his  native  country ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  captain  Charles  de  Frey  have  leave  of  absence  for  eight 
months. 

Resolved,  That  a  person  be  appointed  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance, 
and  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance ;  and  that  he  be  allowed 
the  same  pay  as  a  commissioner  of  the  chambers  of  accounts. 

WEDNESDAY,  Octob^  6,  1779. 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  a  delegate  for  New-York,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 
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According  to  order,  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
on  the  subject  of  finance ;  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resuroeil  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Jenifer  reported,  that  the  committee  have  come  to  sundry  re- 
solutions which  he  was  ordered  to  report,  and  farther  to  desire  leave  tu  sit 
again; 

The  report  being  received  was  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  general  Arnold,  was  read  ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  bjr  Mr.  Gerry, 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  general  Arnold  that  his  application 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  executive  authontj  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
whose  disposition  to  protect  everj  honest  citizen  Congress  have  full  confi- 
dence, and  highly  disapprove  the  insinuations  of  every  individual  to  the 
contrary. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  sums  required  by  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  22d  November,  1777,  and  2d  January  and  21st  May,  1779,  the 
several  states  be  called  on  to  raise,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  jndfj^  expe- 
dient, suflScient  sums  to  enable  them  to  pay  into  thecontinen&l  treasury  or 
to  the  order  of  Congress,  on  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  and  on  the  1st  day 
of  each  succeeding  month,  until  the  1st  day  of  Octofc^er  next,  inclusive,Jtheu' 
respective  proportions  of  15,000,000  of  dollars : 

That  all  sums  which  may  be  so  paid  b^  any  of  the  states  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  phM  be  passed  to  their  respective  credits,  on  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  first  article  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  92d  of  No* 
▼ember,  1777: 

And  that  the  several  states  be  respectively  charged  with  the  annttal  iote- 
rest  of  six  per  centum  on  all  deficiencies  in  the  payment  of  the  aererai 
quotas  which  have  been  or  may  be  required  of  them  : 

On  passing  this  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.LmreDS, 


av 


ay  >ay 


Penmykaxaa,  Mr.  Armatroiig-, 

Atlec, 
Wynkoop, 
Deiawart,  Mr.  Vandyke, 

Maryland^         Mr.  Forbes, 


N.-CaroUna, 


Jenifer, 
Mr.  Grifiiii, 

Mercer, 

Fitzhug-h, 
Mr.  Ilamett 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  LAiirens^ 

Matthews, 


ayUy 

ayj 


no 
no 
no> 
not 


00 


DO 


N^'Hcm^pBhirc  Mr.  Feabody, 

lAngdon, 
Mas^gtts-Bayt  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 

Patridge, 
Ekodt-Liand,  Mr.  Marchan^ 
Cvnnediciu,     Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 

Root, 
HkwYork,        Mr.  Morns, 

Lewis, 
Ahi>«%ney,      M^.  Fell, 

Houston, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrmatiTe. 

Beaolved^  That  the  encouragement  offered  by  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  29th  of  June  la8t,Jbr  promoting  loans,  be  extended  to  all  sums  which 
may  be  paid  into  the  continental  loan-ofiices  on  or  before  the  1st  dajoi 
March  next,  to  the  amount  of  the  blank  loan-oflice  certificates  which  are 
already  ordered  to  be  struck  by  Congress: 

That  any  person  subscribing  10,000  dollars  or  upwards,  shall  be  allowed 
to  pay  one  naif  thereof  within  14  days  after  the  subscription,  and  the  residue 
at  the  end  of  two  months  after  the  first  payment,  the  whole  to  bear  interest 
from  the  time  of  the  first  payment,  if  the  other  is  punctually  made. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  state  be  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  the  sums  to  be  paid  into  the  continental  treasury  bj 
the  respective  states,  to  make  up  the  15,000,000  required  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions:  thejncmbers  chosen,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Gerrj, 
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Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Peabody,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Atlee^  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr.  Morris. 

THURSDAY,  October  7,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  5th,  from  R.  Bache,  post-master-general,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  post-office ;  and  that 
three  members  be  elected  for  that  committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  8.  Adams, 
Mr.  EUery and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  who  are  absent:  the  members  chosen,  Mr. 
Griffin,  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr.  Houston. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

J^egolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to'  direct  their 
treasurers  to  transmit  to  Coneress,  on  the  first  day  of  every  month,  returns 
of  the  sums  which  they  may  have  respectively  received  for  supplying  the 
continental  treasury ;  that  the  money  mentioned  therein  be  credited  from 
the  respective  dates  of  the  returns,  and  that  the  same  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  Congress. 

The  committee  appointed  to  apportion  the  quotas  of  the  respective  states, 
brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resfdveds  Tnat  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  to  make  up  the  monthly 
assessment  of  15,000,000  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  the  first  day  of  February 
next,  and  the  first  day  of  each  succeeding  month,  to  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  inclusive,  be  as  follows : 

New-Uampshire,  •  •  400,000 

Massacbuaetts-Bay,  •  2,300,000 

Rhode-likod,  &c.  -  -  200,000 

Connecticut,          -  -  -  1,700.000 


Delaware,          ...  170,000 

Maryland,          -       -        -  1,580,000 

Virgima,            -        -        -  2,500,000 

North-Carolina,-        -        -  1,000,000 

South-Carolina,-        -        -  1,200,000 


215,000,000 


Kew-Tork,  •        -        •  750,000 

New-Jeraey,  -  .  900,000 

Pemisylvaiiia,        -,      -       -         2,300,000 

Geoc^a  beinc  invaded,  is  hereafter  to  raise  its  proportion. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resolved,  That  neither  the  present  nor  any  former  apportionment  of 
quotas  of  taxes  to  the  several  states  be  considered  as  a  precedent. 

FRIDAY,  October  8, 1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
George  Morgan,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  14th  of  September  last;  and, 
the  Inilots  tSins  taken,  the  members  chosen  were,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr. 
Jenifer,  Mr.  Atiee,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Peabody. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  Trent,  m  behalf  of  Thomas  Wal- 
pole  and  his  associates,  be  referred  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gnffin, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  foundation  of  the  objection  formerly  made  by  the  Virginia  delegates  upon 
the  reading  of  the  said  petition  and  memorial,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress 
on  the  salgect  matter  of  the  said  papers,  and  first  report  the  facts  relating  to 
that  point. 

SATURDAY,  October  9,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  gen.  Gates,  of  the  24tli  of  September :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter,  of 
the  2d  inst  that  the  subsistence  money  granted  by  the  act  of  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust, extends  onlv  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  continental  army ;  and 
that  the  militia  who  are  or  may  be  called  out  are  only  to  receive  the  subsist- 
ence granted  previous  to  the  act  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  Delaware,  and  the  governors  of  Maryland 
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and  South-Carolina  respectively  be,  and  thej^  are  hereby,  reouested  and  m- 
thorized  to  draw  on  the  several  treasurers  in  those  states,  for  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  paying  the  amount  of  purchases  of  flosr 
and  nee  which  shall  be  made  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  delegates 
of  the  said  states,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Conf|;re8S  of  the  SthiDsUnt, 
such  sums  to  be  drawn  from  the  mone^  arising  from  taxes  raised  and  tabe 
raised  and  paid  into  the  several  treasunes  of  the  said  states,  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1780,  transmitting  to  Congress,  as  early  as  possible,  an  accoont  of 
,  the  sums  so  drawn  from  the  treasurers. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  AtJee, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Timothy  Taylor  and  John  Thomson,  re- 
port : 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  find  snfficieDt 
vouchers  to  prove  that  there  was  taken  by  colonel  Stewart,  by  order  of  gen. 
Washington,  from  the  fulling-mill  of  Thomas  Jenks,  in  Bucks  coantj,  PeDQ- 
sylvania,  cloth  amounting  in  value  to  the  sum  of  7467  dollars ;"  Whereupon, 
Resolved^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  favor  of  Henrj  Wjm- 
koop,  esq.  one  of  the  delegates  for  Pennsylvania,  for  the  above  sum  of  7467 
dollars,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Jenks,  and  by  him  pud  to  the 
owners  of  the  said  cloth. 

The  same  committee,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  petition  of  John  Hirt, 
esq.  report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and  find  sufficient 
vouchers  to  prove  that  a  large  quantity  of  cloth  was,  by  order  of  sen.  Wash- 
ington, taken  from  the  fulling-mill  of  John  Hart,  kept  by  Franci§  Gtspir; 
that  a  part  of  the  said  cloth  was  sold  in  gen.  Mifflin's  office,  amoanting  to 
the  value  of  134  69-90  dollars  ;  that  the  cloth,  of  the  re-delivery  of  which 
there  is  no  evidence,  amounted  in  value  to  1,067  dollars ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  ^en.  Mifflin  be  directed  to  pay  the  above  sum  of  1S4  69-90 
dollars,  to  Dr.  J.  Witherspoon,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey  ;  and  that  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  to  pay  to  the  sud  Dr.  J. 
Witherspoon,  1067  dollars,  to  be  delivered  to  Jacob  6ei^n,  esq.  jo&tice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  New- Jersey,  and  by  him  paid  to  the  se- 
veral persons  whose  cloth  is  contained  in  the  miller's  account ;  taking  to  oath 
of  each  of  them  before  payment,  that  they  had  not  before  received  their  seie- 
ralpieces. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr«  Laurens,  Mr.  GenT>  Mr.  Hontiogtoo, 
Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Morris,  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  accompany  the  resolutions  relative  to  finance,  reported  the 
same : 
The  draught  being  read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  sundry  resolatioM 
of  Congress  of  the  6th  and  7th  instant,  for  supplying  the  continental  treasa- 
ry,  and  to  request  the  earliest  communication  of  them  to  the  l^slatire  aa- 
thority  of  your  state. 

The  money  which  Congress  are  at  liberty  to  emit  will  probably  be  expend- 
ed in  the  beginning  of  December  next,  and  subsequent  supplies  must  be  fur- 
nished by  the  states.  This  evinces  the  necessity  of  the  punctual  payments 
of  their  respective  quotas,  on  which  their  public  credit,  the  existence  of  their 
army,  and  the  support  of  their  liberties,  so  greatly  depend. 

Congress  are  deeply  concerned  to  find  that  the  sums  required'are  so  great; 
but  since  the  emissions  are  limited,  they  doubt  not  that  the  operation  of  taxes 
and  other  salutary  measures  in  the  course  of  the  year  will  reduce  the  pnce$ 
of  articles,  and  enable  them  to  lessen  the  quotas  required,  or  applj  P^^ 
thereof  to  diminish  the  public  debt.  To  promote  so  desirable  an  object, 
Congress,  on  their  part,  will  endeavour  to  observe  the  strictest  econom/  ia 
the  expenditures* 
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I  have  only  to  add  that  warraDts  will  be  issued  on  the  treasurers  of  the 
respective  states,  for  the  quotas  to  be  furRished  on  the  first  of  January  next» 
and  that  I  remain  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

MONDAY,  October  11, 1779. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended  and  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

A  representatioB  from  the  legislative  council  and  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  New- Jersey,  was  read  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  a  member  from 
each  state :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Marcnant,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Holten,  Kfr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Sharpe,and  Mr.  Wynkoop. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Armstrong  have  leave  of  absence. 

TUESDAY,  October  12,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  representation  of  Nicholas  and 
Mark  Poquet,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedj  That  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  Mark  Foquet,  having  been  employ- 
ed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  two  years,  in  superintending  the 
business  of  manufacturing  powder  and  salt-petre,  and  having  conducted 
themselves  with  much  reputation,  and  evidenced  their  utility  to  the  United 
States,  have  thereby  recommended  themselves  to  the  favorable  opinion  of 
Cong;re8s. 

ThattaiUs  of  exchange  for  900  livresbe  delivered  to  those  gentlemen  res- 
pectively, beside  the  sum  mentioned  in  their  contract  with  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  13, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  31st  of  May  last,  from  A.  Lee,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Reiolved^  That  Mr.  A.  Lee  be  informed  of  Mr.  Jay's  appointment,  and 
that,  agreeable  to  his  request,  he  is  at  liberty  to  return  to  Amierica. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Jiaohedt  That  Mr.  Jacob  Hiltzheimer  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
provide  for  the  horses  beloneinsto  members  of  Congress ;  that  for  this  pur- 
pose the  commissary -general  of  forase  be  directed  to  supply  him  with  such 
articles  of  forage,  and  of  such  qualities  as  he  shall  direct ;  together  with 
the  accounts  of  the  cost  thereof ;  that  each  member  be,  from  time  to  time, 
famished  with  an  account  of  the  expense  of  keeping  his  horses,  by  the  said 
Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  the  pay-master  of  the  board 
of  war  and  ordnance,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  a  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  17th  of  August,  1778. 

THURSDAY,  Oaober  14, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter  of  the  28th  of  September,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  at  Chemung, 
giving  an  account  of  his  successful  expedition  against  the  hostile  Indians ; 
Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Besolved,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  his  excellency  general 
Washington,  for  directing,  and  to  major-general  Sullivan,  and  the  brave 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  commandf,  for  effectually  executing  an  impor- 
tant expedition  against  such  of  the  Indian  nations  as,  encouraged  by  the 
councils  and  conducted  by  the  officers  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  bad  perfidi- 
<^usly  waged  an  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  against  these  United  States,  laid 
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waste  many  of  their  defenceless  towDS,  &nd  with'  savage  liarbarttj  sUngh- 
tered  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  proper  to  set  apart  the  second  Urarsday  in 
December  next  as  a  day  of  general  thanksgiving  in  these^United  States, 
and  that  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to 
the  said  states  for  this  purpose  :  the  members  cnosea^  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Holteo, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg  and  Mr.  Morris. 

Resolved^  That  two  members  be  elected  for  the  committee  on  appeals,  ia 
the  room  of  Mr.  Drayton,  deceased,  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  is  absent:  tne  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Griffin. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  5,000,180  dollars,  ^ing  part  of  the  sum  remaiDiog  to 
complete  200,000,000,  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  in  bills  of  the  following  de- 
nominations, viz. 

81,084 

54,056 
27,028 

5,000.180 

That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  those  emitted  the  ITth  of  September  last,  and  be  numbered  from  tlie 
last  number  in  each  respective  denomination  progressively. 

FRIDAY,  October  15,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Jay,  was  read,  solioiting  leave  of  absence 
for  lieutenant-colonel  Livingston  to  accompany  him  to  Spain  : 

A,  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harnett, 

That  lieutenant-colonel  H.  B.  Livingston  have  leave  of  absence  for  i^tb^ 
months. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  &f  r.  Marcbant, 


27,028  of  80  dolliirs, 
27,028  of  70  do. 
27,028  of  20  do. 
27,028  of    5  do. 
27,028  of   4  do. 


2,162,240 

1,891,960 

540,560 

135,140 

.  108.112 


27,028  of   3  doUan, 
27,028  of    2  do. 
27,028  ot'    1  do. 


no  > 

ay  J.  ay 
ay3 
no  ^o 
no"\ 
ay  W 
ayj 
nyy 
no^ 
ay  Cay 
ay3 


Maryiatulf 


Virginia, 


N^.'CaroUna, 


S.' Carolina, 


Bfr.  Plater, 
Forbes, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Gnffin, 
Mefcer, 
Fitzhugfay 

Mr.  Uame^ 
Hewes, 
Sliarpc, 

Mr.  BAattnews, 


noVay 
»y\ 

•)'/ 
nojty 

ay) 

ayW 
ayJ 


N.'Han^pahirc  Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdon, 
^099*9^9*2^0^,  Mr.   Gem', 

Holten, 

Patridgc, 
Khodt-hlimd,    Mr.  Marchatit, 
ConnectiaU,       Mr.  Shennan, 

Huntington, 

lloot, 
J'J'eW' Jersey t       Mr.  TA\, 
Pennsyhoania,   Mr.  Atlee, 

Muhlenberg, 

Wynkoop, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereopon, 
Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  captain  Thomas  Buchanan,  of  the  first 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  be  accepted. 

SATURDAY,  October  16, 1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  reverend  Mr.  Kirkland  be  appointed  chaplain  to 
the  garrison  of  Fort-Schuyier,  and  the  other  posts  established  in  that  quarter, 
with  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  brigade-chaplain,  continuing  at  the  iv^^ 
time  to  pay  as  great  attention  to  the  Oneidas,  and  other  Indians  contiguoos 
to  them*  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  above-mentioned  appointment. 

MONDAY,  October  18,  1779. 
The  board  of  war,  to  whom  their  report  respecting  major  la  Neuf ille  wis 
re-committed,  brought  in  another  report ;  Whereupon^ 
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Rtaolwed^  That  major  de  la  Neuville,  who  has  served  two  campatenif 
in  the  American  armj,  and  haa  obtained  very  honorable  testimonials  of  nif 
merit*  Talor  and  serf  ices  in  the  several  capacities  in  which  he  has  been  em- 
fAajed^be  appointed  a  lieutenant-colonel  by  brevet  in  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates: 

Ttatlienteiiant-colonel  Noirmontde  la  Neaville  have  leave  to  return  to 
France. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  tlie  25th  of  Septem^ 
ber  last,  from  the  governor  of  Vii^nia,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon. 

M^ntoedp  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  informed^  that  in  the  opinion 
of  Conj^reaa  the  deficiency  of  flour  for  the  convention  troops,  which  cannot 
be  obtained  from  wheat  in  Virginia,  ought  to  be  supplied  with  meal  made  of 
Indian  oom,  which  is  equally  wholesome : 

That  Ua  excellency  tne  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  inform  the 
commanding  oflicer  of  those  troops,  that  if  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
British  forces  will  order  supplies  of  flour  to  be  sent  to  Virginia  from  parts 
in  pospession  of  the  British  army,  passports  will  be  ordered  for  the  purpose 
when  applied  for. 

Bnolvedf  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  give  the  necessary  orders 
totiie  comniissary-general  of  purchases  and  the  commissary -general  of  is-^ 
mes,  for  sopplying  the  convention  troops  with  rations  of  Indian  meal|ia 
lieu  of  floar,  aa;reeably  to  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pace, 

i2eac{9cd,That  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  the  2d  of  July  last,  so 
far  aa  it  directs  or  provides,"  that  each  endorsement  of  the  certincates  is- 
sued by  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices  for  exchangin|; 
bills  or  the  emissions  of  May  the  20th,  1777,  and  April  the  llth,  1778»be 
witnessed  by  a  magistrate,''  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

TUESDAt,  October  19, 1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

lUulved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  make  enquiry  into  the 
number  and  quality  of  rations  drawn  and  delivered  in  the  city  of  Philadcl- 
phia,  within  three  months  past,  from  the  quarter-master,  commissaries  of 
purchases  and  issues,  and  barrack-master,  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
such  rations  have  been  delivered,  their  office,  rank  or  occupations,  and  the 
IMirticular  departments  they  belong  to,  and  make  report  to  Uongress. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  20. 1779- 

The  marine  committee  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  13th,  from 
Jacob  Rash,  which  was  read,  notifying"  that  an  appeal,  in  which  the  United 
States  are  a  party,  from  the  court  of  admiralty  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  relative  to  the  ship  Viper,  is  now  depending  before  the  commissioners 
of  appeal ;  that  the  marine  committee  may,  if  they  tliink  proper,  retain  coun- 
iel  on  the  part  of  the  continent :" 
(hderea.  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee  to  take  order  thereon. 
The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  several 
states^  for  setting  apart  .the  2d  Thursday  in  December  next,  as  a  day  of  gen* 
eral  thanks^ving, brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  agreed  teas  follows : 

Whereas  it  becomes  us  humbly  to  approach  the  throne  of  Almighty  God, 

^ith  gratitude  and  praise  for  the  wonders  which  his  goodness  has  wrought  in 

<^onduct]n^  our  fore-fathers  to  this  western  world ;  for  his  protection  to  theni 

^ud  to  their  posterity  amidst  difficulties  and  dangers';  for  raising  us,  their 

^hildren«  from  deep  distress  to  be  numbered  among  the  nations  of  the  earth ; 

^nd  for  arming  the  hands  of  just  and  mighty  princes  in  our  deliverance  ;  and 

Especially  for  tha$  he  hath  been  pleased  to  grant  us  the  enjoyment  of  health, 
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and  BO  to  order  the  revolving  seasons,  that  the  earth  hath  produced  her  in- 
crease in  abundance,  blessing  the  labors  of  the  husbandmen,  and  spreading 
plenty  through  the  land  ;  that  he  hath  prospered  our  arms  and  those  of  oar 
ally ;  been  a  shield  to  our  troops  in  the  hour  of  danger,  pointed  their  iwordi 
to  victorv  and  led  them  in  triumph  over  the  bulwarks  of  the  foe;  that  he  hath 
gone  wita  those  who  went  out  into  the  wilderness  against  die  savage  tribes; 
that  he  hath  stayed  the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  and  turned  back  his  medittted 
destruction  ;  that  be  hath  prospered  our  commerce,  and  eiveii  mccettto 
those  who  fought  the  enemy  on  the  face  of  the  deep  ;  and  i&>ve  all,  that  he 
hath  diffused  the  elorious  light  of  the  gospel,  whereby,  through  themoiitiof 
our  gracious  Redeemer,  we  may  become  the  heirs  of  his  eternal  glory: 
therefore, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  appoint  Thun* 
day,  the  9th  of  December  next,  to  be  a  day  of  public  and  solemn  thaakipving 
to  Almighty  God  for  his  mercies  and  of  prayer  for  the  continnanoe  of  his 
.  favoi^  and  protection  to  these  United  States  ;  to  beseech  him  that  he  would  be 
araciously  pleased  to  influence  our  public  councils,  and  bless  them  with  wis- 
dom from  on  high,  vrith  unanimity,  firmness,  and  success ;  that  he  woald  go 
forth  with  our  hoits  and  crown  our  armies  with  victory  ;  that  he  would  grant 
to  his  church  the  plentiful  effusions  of  divine  grace,  and  pour  out  his  hdy  spi- 
rit on  all  ministers  of  the  gospel ;  that  he  would  bless  and  prosper  tn^  means 
of  education,  and  spread  the  light  of  christian  knowledge  through  tlue  remot- 
est corners  of  the  earth ;  thath^  would  smile  upon  the  labours  of  his  people 
and  cause  the  earth  to  bring  forth  her  fruits  in  abundance ;  that  we  najr  with 
patitude  and  gladness  enjoy  them ;  that  he  would  take  into  his  hdy  protec- 
tion our  illustnous  ally,  give  him  victorv  over  his  enemies,  and  resaerhim 
signally  great,  as  the  father  of  his  people  and  the  protector  of  the  rights  of 
mankind ;  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  turn  the  hearts  of  oar  ene- 
mies, and  to  dispense  the  blessings  of  peace  to  contending  natiooa ;  that  he 
would  in  mercv  look  down  utton  us,  pardon  our  sins  and  receive  os into ^^^ 
favor,  and  finally, that  he  would  establish  the  independence  of  these  UnUed 
States  upon  the  basis  of  religion  and  virtue,  and  support  and  protect  then 
in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  lil^rty  and  safety. 

Done  m  Congress,  the  20th  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy -nine,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  the  independence  of  the  Uut- 
ed  States  of  America. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  Prtdienl. 
Attest,  CHARLES  THOMSON,  iStottory. 

THURSDAY,  October  21,  1779. 

Mr.  Scudder,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  attended  and  took  bis  sat  id 
Congress. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedf  That  Thomas  Smith,  es<f .  commissioner  of  the  continental  loti|' 
office^for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  directed  to  renew  for  Philip  ^*^J^ 
ler,  SIX  defaced  certificates,  of  the  following  deninni nations,  vix.  •*>*  ^frj 
dollars,  dated  April  9, 1779,  to  Adam  Heilman  ?  one  of  200  dblhW,  datrt 
April  9,  1779,  to  Henry  Hnmberger ;  one  of  1000  dollars^  dated  Apnl^ 
1779,  to  Casper  Stoever ;  one  of  600  dollars,  dated  AprH  9, 1779,  to  htw 
Neff*;  one  of  600  dollars,  dated  April  9, 1779,  to  Peter  Witraer  j  ttd««  * 
.300  dollars,  dated  April  9,  1779,  to  William Toung.  '  '__ 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  oil  thi!  ^^^^f^^ 
tion  from  the  legislative  council  and  general  assembly  of  the  state  •'^**^'. 
Jersey,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Witherspoon  and  Mr.  Vandyke,  whoaVe  abient. 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Dickinson. 
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FRIDAY,  October  22,  1779, 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  Charles  Petit,  was  read,  reciting  his  fdrmer  njh 
plications  to  Congress,  on  account  of  a  tax  to  which,  bjr  an  act  of  the  legisla* 
tare  of  New-Jersey,  he  is  subjected,  as  assistant  quarter-master  general,  and 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  thereon ;  and  informing  that  he  is  called  on  for 
£  1000  tax,  as  assistant  qualter^master  general,  and  requesting  the  atten- 
tioD  oC  Congress  to  his  letter,  of  the  7th  of  July,  and  to  tlie  report  of  the  com* 
vittee  thereon :  . 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.Faca, 

That  the  letter  be  referred  to  a  committee  : 

Ob  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Fell, 


JL'Bampahiret  Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdon, 

^Su^stU-Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Holten, 


Delaware, 
JUai'^/andt 


Vir^fdOf 


N,-CaroUnaf      Mr. 


S.'CaroKiia,      Mr 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mercer, 
Filzhugh, 
Harnett, 
Hewes^ 
fiharpe, 
Laurens^ 
Matthews, 


no  ^no 


no 


Patiidge, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntln^on, 

Root, 
^fr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 
PennayhHtmOf    Mr.  AUee, 

Searle, 

Mdhlenberg, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  board  of  war  having  represented  that  Mons.  Noirmont  de  la  Neuville 
has  expressed  his  uneasiness  test  his  not  being  gratified  with  the  rank  and 
command  of  a  lieutenatot-colonel  should  create  disagreeable  comparisons  be- 
tween the  supposed  ideas  entertained  by  Congress  of  his  merit  and  that  of 
those  enjoyine  such  command :  • 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  the  personal 
merit  and  military  character  of  Mons.  Noirmont,  which  ne  has  evidenced  on 
every  occasion  presenting  itself  to  him  during  his  service  in  America;  but  a 
reformation  of  the  army  having  lately  taken  place,  which  renders  it  inpon- 
sistent  with  the  arrangement  as  now  settled  to  grant  commands  in  the  line  to 
gentlemen  under  Mr;  Noirmunt's  circumstances,  has  prevented  his  having  a 
commission  of  the  same  nature  with  some  others,  though  his  merit  and  ser- 
vices would  otherwise  entitle  him  thereto, 

SATURDAY;  October  23, 1779. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  J,enifer  and  Mr.  Paca  have  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered^  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  post-office, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Paca,  who  have  leave  of  absence:  the 
members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  marine  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  21st,  from 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  report,  that  they  have  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  capt.  Harding,  of  tjie  Confederacy,  reciting  <f  that  they  have  re- 
ceived information  *'  that  he  has  lately  impressed  on  board  the  said  fri^te  se- 
veral seamen,  citizens  of  this  state,  who  have  left  families  in  this  city  in  a 
distressed  situation,  and  ordering  him«  if  this  be  true^  to  discharge  them  im- 
mediately." 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 

of  the  dlst  of  August  last,  from  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  so 

much  of  the  resolutions  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  board  of  treasury 

as  relates  to  the  annual  election  of  the  officers,  and  who  were  also  to  consider 

proper  salaries  for  the  said  officers ;  Whei-eupon, 
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Resolved,  That  the  conimisBioners,  secretary  and  clerks  of  the  board  of 
ireasurj,  and  all  officers  in  the  departments  of  the  auditor-general,  treasurer^ 
«nd  chambers  of  accounts,  who  may  be  appointed  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
present  war,  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress; any  thing  contained  in  an  ordinance  for  establishing  a  board  of  trea- 
sury, and  the  proper  offices  for  managing  the  finances  of  these  United  Statei, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  -  •   j  k. 

On  nassing  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr*  Mercer, 

N.'Bampskiref  Mr.  Peabody, 

langdw, 
itgas-sm-Bajft  Hr.GerT}% 

LoveU 


ConmcHcut, 


Holteti, 

Patridge, 
'Six.  Harchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Fell, 


PenntyhamOf   Mr.  Atlee, 

Searle, 


Ikiaware, 
Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 


y.^CaroUnOf 


S.' Carolina, 


Muhlenbei^l^ 
Mr.  I>iclunson, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mercer, 

Pitzhugb, 
Mr.  Harnett; 

Hewes, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Mattbeira^ 


*7>V 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress,  the  ttsmmisrioncrs « 
the  board  of  treasury,  not  members  of  Congress,  be  respectively  allowed  a 
salary  of  14,000  dollars  per  annum : 

That  the  auditor-general  be  allowed  a  salary  of  12,000  dollars  per  annum: 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  chambers  of  accounts  be  allowed  1£|A60 
dollars  per  annum : 

That  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  the  assistant  auditor- 
general,  be  respectively  allowed  10,000  dollars  per  annoro : 

That  the  treasurer  be  ullovi ed  15,000  dollars  per  annum  : 

That  the  clerks  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  of  the  departroenti  w  the 
auditor-general,  treasurer  and  chambers  of  accountSy  be  allowed  TiOOO  dol- 
lars per  annum  respectivel;jr :  ^  uii 

That  the  salaries  aforesaid  shall  be  annually  or  oftencr,  if  Con^s  »wli 
judge  it  expedient,  revised  and  altered  agreeable  to  the  appreciation  of  the 
continental  currency. 

MONDAY,  October  25,  17?9. 
Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Congress,  on  behalf  of  Susannah  Hotchki»i 
widow  of  John  Hotchkiss,  late  of  New-Haven,  deceased,  that  the  said  m 
Hotchkiss,  on  the  31st  of  May  last,  deposited  in  the  continental  loan-ofticc 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  270  dollars,  of  the  emissions  of  Mar  20th.  1777, 
and  April  11th,  1778,  for  exchange;  that  on  the  5th  of  July  Iast,at  JJcw 
Haven  aforesaid,  the  said  John  Hotchkiss  was  slain  in  battle,  in  te^m 
the  common  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  that  his  pocket-booK.  w 
which  was  the  certificate  which  he  received  for  said  bills,  cannot  "be  founoj 
that  the  commissioner  ot  the  said  loan-office  does  not  think  himself  warrtfti- 
ed  to  pay  the  sum  due  on  said  certificate^  without  the  special  order  cft/^'"' 
gress : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant,       .  >,  Aii  -^ 
Ordered,  That  the  said  application  be  referred  to  the  board  of  tiwWT- 

WEDNESDAY,  October  27, 1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  to  the  ^J*'*5[^«^ 
nance,  and  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance.;  and,^tfte  W/r" 
being  taken,  Joseph  Carletdn  was  elected. 
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Tlie  board  of  war  haviog  repretented  to  Congress  tbat  Mr.  J.  Carleton 
haa^tj  thdr  appoiataa^t,  diacharged  l^e  business  of  the  office,  to  which  ho 
is  noar  elected.  froBA  the  tiau  of  Mr.  Nourse's  resigQation,  at  which  date  he 
was  by  them  recommended  4o  Coogreas : 

HfBokfBd,  That  Mr.  J.  Carleton  be  considered  as  secretary  to  the  board 
of  ordnance,  and  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and  entitled 
to  the  nay  and  emolnmente  of  that  office  from  the  time  of  Mr.  J.  Nourse's  re- 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr.  MarcKant, 
io  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  21st,  from  general  .Washington,  en« 
ciosing  an  eitract  of  a  letter  from  colonel  D.  Broadhead,  brought  in  a  re- 
port; Wberenpon, 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  giveq  to  his  excellency  general 
Wa8hins:ten,  for  directing,  and  to  colonel  Broadhead  and  the  brave  officers 
an4  eoldlers  under  bis  command^  for  executing  the  important  expedition 
against  tlie  Mingo  and  Munsey  Indians,  and  that  part  of  the  Senecas  on 
the  Alleghany  river,  by  which  the  depredations  of  those  savages,  assisted  by 
tMr  «)erctlesa  instigators,  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  upon  the 
defenceless  inhabitants  of  the  western  frontiers,  have  been  restrained  and 

pf^veated..  . 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  respecting  baron 

de  ?tey,  branght  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  • 

iZesoJred,  That  the  resolution  of  the  4th  inst.  giving  a  furlough  to  baron 
de  Frey,  be  re-considered  and  repealed. 

ib^»tM4,  That  the  baron  de  Frey,  being  desirous  of  returning  to  France, 
be  exqpeed  from  any  farther  service : 

That  in  consideration  of  his  merit  and  good  services,  he  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  1.500  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scudder,  aeconded  by  Mr.  Houston, 

JZnofaicI,  That  the  director-general,  each  of  the  deputy  directors-general, 
eaeh  physician  and  surgeon-general,  each  senior  physician  and  surgeon,  each 
junior  surgeon,  each  apothecary-general,  each  chaplain  and  each  apotheca- 
ry's assistant,  in  the  hospital  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  draw 
cJodiing  annually  from  the  stores  of  the  clotluergeneral,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  under  the  same  regulations  as  are  established  for  officers  of  the 
line,  by  a  resolution  of  tlie  26th  day  of  November,  1777. 

Beaolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  said  officers  of  the 
militarr-bospital  shall  also  be  entitled  to  subsistence,  in  like  manner  as  is 
jrnnied  to  officers  of  the  line,  to  be  estimated  in  the  following  ratio : 

1st/  The  director-general  to  receive  the  same  subsistence  as  a  colonel  in 

the  line :  .     ,       .     .  .  j       it 

Sd.  The  deputy  directors-general,  the  physicians,  surgeons  and  apothe- 

caiies-general,  the  same  as  lieutenant-colonels : 
3dJ  The  senior  physicians  and  surgeons  the  same  as  majors : 
The?  junior  surgeons  and  apothecaries'  assistants  the  same  as  captains: 
and  3ie  chaplains,  the  same  as  chaplains  of  brigades  are  entitled  to  by  a 
resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  August  last,  and  to  commence  from  the  said 

latk^dai  of  August.  ,       .,,„,.  u 

il^safeeflr,Thatthe  mates  of  the  military  hospital  shall,  during  swvice,  be 
cntiUed  to  the  same  subsistence  as  is  given  to  regimental  surgeon's-mates. 
by  tbp  resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  August  last. 

THURSDAY,  October  28,  1779. 

A  letter,  of-  the  ft7th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
AMtoat.  Thtt  the  board  of  war  be  authorised  to  purchase  a  quwitity 
of  SerTAbt  exceeding  100,000  lbs.  weight,  in  the  state  of  South-Carohna ; 
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That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  goverDor  of  the 
state  of  South-Carolina  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  will  be  necessary  to  fgj 
for  the  said  leather,  and  that  the  governor  of  the  said  state  of  South-Caro- 
lina be  requested  to  advance  out  of  the  taxes  raised  on  the  continental  ac- 
count, such  sums  as  shall  be  drawn  for  by  the  board  of  war  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scudder,  seconded  by  Mr.  I^aurens* 

Resolved,  l*hat  the  resolutions  of  yesterday,  respectine  tiie  officers  of 
v^the  hospiUl  department  of  the  United  States,  be  re-considered ;  and  toge- 
ther with  the  report' of  the  medical  committee  on^e  hospital  department, 
be  re -committed. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  marine  conmitiee  re- 
.spectine  the  navy  department;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  board  of  admiralty  be  established,  to  superintend  the 
naval  and  marine  affairs  of  these  United  States;  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners not  members  of  Coneress,  and  two  members  of  Conzress^  any 
three  of  whom  to  form  a  board  for  the  despatch  of  business;  to  be  sutqect 
in  all  cases  to  the  control  of  Congress : 

That  there  shall  not  be  more  than  one  member  of  the  said  board  at  any 
time  belonging  to  the  same  state : 

that  there  shall  be  a  secretary  to  the  said  |K>ard,  to  be  appointed  by 
Congress: 

That  the  board  have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk  to  assist  them  in  the  execs- 
tion  of  the  business  of  the  department : 

That  the  said  board  of  admiralty  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized^  em- 
powered and  directed,  to  form  proper  plans  for  increasing  the  naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  tne  better  regulating  the  same,  and  lay  them 
before  Congress : 

That  they  have  the  ordering  and  directing  the  destination  of  all  ships  and 
vessels  of  war ;  that  they  superintend  and  direct  such  navy  boards  as  are 
now  established  or  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  established  b^  CcMigress; 
cause  fair  entries  to  be  made  and  proper  accounts  kept  of  all  business  trans- 
acted by  them ;  examine  the  accounts  of  the  several  navy  boards,  and  all 
agents  and  other  persons  who  have  transacted  or  may  transact  any  business 
relative  to  the  marine  department,  where  such  accounts  have  not  been 
finally  settled  ;  report  the  same  to  Congress,  and  make  proper  entries  in 
their  books,  so  that  the  whole  matters  may  be  comprehended  in  one  view ; 
keep  an  alphabetical  and  accurate  register  of  the  names  of  all  officers  of 
the  navy  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  with  their  rank  and  the  date 
6f  their  commissions,  which  commissions  shall  be  signed  by  the  president  of 
Congress  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  to  the  said  board  of  admiraltj; 
publish  annually  a  register  of  all  appointments ;  obtun  regular  and  exact 
returns  of  all  warlike-stores,  clothing,  provisioiis  and  all  other  necessary 
articles  belonging  to  the  marine  department;  take  the  care  and  direction  of 
all  marine  prisoners ;  execute  all  such  matters  as  shall  ht  directed,  and 
give  their  opinion  on  all  such  subjects  as  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  Con- 
gress, or  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  better  regulation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and  in  generd  to  superintend  and 
direct  all  the  branches  of  the  marine  department : 

That  the  said  board  shall  sit  in  the  place  where  Congress  shall  be  held, 
and  no  member  of  the  board  shall  absent  himself  without  leave  of  Congress, 
or  the  committee  of  the  states  in  the  recess  of  Congress : 

That  all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  board  shall  be  inspected  by  Congress, 
or  a  committee  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpose,  as  often  as  may  be 
thought  proper  and  convenient ;  and  everv  member  of  Congress  may  have 
free  access  to  the  records  and  papers  of  the  said  board,  excepting  such  as 
are  in  their  nature  secret : 
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That  alt  navy  and  marine  ofllceni  and  other  attending  upon  or  coDhected 
.with  the  admiraltj  department^  be,  and  thej  are  hereby  required  and  en- 
joined to  obserre  the  directions  of  the  said  board  in  all  such  other  matters 
ssthej  maj'be  directed^  or  may  tend  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the  de- 
partment*   ' 

Beiohed,  That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  three  commissioners  who  shall 
condnet  the  business  of  the  board  of  admiralty*  be  14,000  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  said  board  be  10,000  dollars  per 
annafli;^taid  Mdaries  t6^be  annually,  or  oftener  if  Congress  shall  judge  it 
expedient,  revised  and  altered  agreeably  to  the  appreciation  of  the  conti- 
aeatal  currency. 

FRIDAY,  October  29, 1779. 

A  nnmorial  from  major  Widdersheime  was  read : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  they  pro- 
vide major  Widdersheime  with  a  passage  to  Europe  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  Geor^  Morgan,  and  the  petition  of  William  Trent : 

After  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
that  the  report  be  re-committed. 

On  whicn  ^e  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Griffin,  the  report  be- 
ingas  follows:  , 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  memonal  of  G.  Morgan  and  the 
petition  of  William  Trent,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  read  over  and 
considered  the  state  of  facts  given  in  bv  tne  delegates  of  Virginia,  and  can- 
not find  any  such  distinction  between  the  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Con- 
Kss,  and  the  merits  of  the  cause,  as  to  recommend  any  decision  upon  the 
t  separately  from  the  last;  that  they  recommend  to  Congress  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  that,  considering  the  present  incomplete  state  of  tlie  confe- 
iteration,  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  every  other  state 
in  similar  circumstances,  to  suspend  the  sale,  grant,  or  settlement  of  any 
land  anappropriated  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  until  the 
Gonclasion  of  the  war* 

N^Hampdiin^  Mr.Peabody, 

LAngdon 
MoM^UU-Bay^  Mr.  Gen7> 

Hohen 
Kutdt-UUmd,    Ifr.  Marchant, 
CmmecdcuU      Mr.  Shernian, 

Huntington, 

Root, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  WitherspooQ 

Scudder, 

Houston, 
Pemuyhanhit  Mr.Wynkoop, 

So  \%  passed  in  the  negative. 

SATURDAY,  Octofter  SO,  1779. 

The  committee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Betoloekj  That  the  managers  be  directed  to  mak6  sale  of  the  tickets  of 
the  third  class  of  the  lottery  of  the  United  States  without  delay,  that  the 
drawing  thereof  commence  tne  first  of  March  next,  and  be  completed  as  soon 
as  may  be^  and  that  the  tickets  then  unsold  be  the  property  anci  at  the  risque 
of  tho  said  states.  • 

Eesolved,  That  loan-office  certificates  of  the  following  denominations, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  be  struck,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  be  issued  to  such  fortunate  adventurers  in 


no 


»no 


Xew^eraty^ 


no 


MEBrylandf 


Vtrg^rdOt 


K-CaroSnOf 


S.'CaroUfUh 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 
Forbes, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Meicer, 
Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Hewes, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Matthews, 


S84 


JOURNALS  09  C0N6IUBS8,  1779, 


-  m 


the  second  class  as  may  be  entitled  to  and  applj  for  the  same;  and  tkattiie 
said  certificates  be  dated  at  the  time  of  finishing  the  drawing  of  the  said  class, 
and  made  pajable  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  their  date,  risiu  18  certifi- 
catesof  5000  dollars  each,  90,000  dollars ;  100  certificates  of  1000  dollan 
each,  100,000  dollars ;  820  certificates  of  500  dollars  each,  410,000  doUn; 
AmottOting  to  000,000  dollars. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Paca,  seconded  by  Mr.  Plater,  in  the  fWefw* 
ing  words : 

<*  Whereas  it  appears  to  Congress  that  the  opening  the  land-offlct  in  the 
state  of  Virgima,  for  the  purpose  of  Locating  lands  unapppopriated  at  the  time 
independence  was  declared,  has  produced  much  uneasiness,  4isp«te  and  ooa* 
troversy,  and  greatly  weakened  these  United  States  by  the  emigratiofis  of 
their  inhabitants  to  parts  remote  from  defence  agaiqst  the  common  enemy ; 
Resolved^  therefore,  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Tif^- 
nia  to  re-consider  their  late  act  of  assembly  for  opening  ttieir  hmd'office; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  state,  and  all  other  states  similarly 
circumstanced,  to  forbear  settling  or  issuing  warrants  for  such  unappropriated 
lands,  or  granting  the  same  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  t^ 

The  resolution  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  a  division  being  called 
for,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  clause,  as  far  as  *'  land-office,"  in-' 
elusive,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Griffin, 

N^Hampakire,  Mr.  Peabo4y, 

Langdon, 
MmtUttB'Bajf,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 

Holten, 

Patridge, 
Jlhode-hUmdf    Mr.  Marchant, 


Contiectiaaf 


IVeuhUrteyt 


Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington, 

Root, 
Mr.  Moma, 

Lewis, 
Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston, 


Pemuiflvama,  Mr.  Searie^ 

Muhlenbeig', 

Marytandf        Mr.  Plater, 

Paca, 
Forbei, 
Jenifer, 

Ptrgbua,  Mr.  Griffin, 

Mercer, 
Fitzhughg 

K-Caroiina,     Mm,  Hamet^ 

Sharpe, 

S^'CaroHna,     Mr.Mattnewa^ 


ayj 

no  J 

BO>no 

ayV^y 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


A  motion  was  tlien  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  to 
strikeout  the  words  **  and  all  other  states  similarly  circumstanced." 

And  on  the  question,  shall  those  words  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Morris, 


NeuhHampahire^  Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdon, 

Mau^attM-Bay,     Mr.  Gerrv, 

I^vell, 


Connecticut, 


Mm-Tork, 


ay 
ay 

ay 

»y 

ay  >*y 
ay"^ 


ay 


Holten, 

Patridge, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Huntington,  ay  ^y 

Roof,  ayj 

Mr.  Motris.  no  5  ,. 

Lewis,  t^yS- 

lir.  l%iihenpoon,ay~^ 

Scudder,        ay  I  .^ 

Fell.  ay  (^ 

Hoiuton,        ayJ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  latter  clause  as  it  stands :  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 


Pennsyhania, 
Maryland^ 

N,' Carolina, 
S-CarolinOf 


Mr.  Searle,  "y^ay 

Muhlenberg,  ay  5 
Mr.  Plateiv 

Paca, 

Forbes, 

Jenifer, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mercer, 

Fitzhugfa, 
Mr.  Hamet^ 

hharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 
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Oq  motion  of  Mr.  MorriSf  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Fesolvedt^Thhi  the  consideration  of  the  preamble  be  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Iksolvedy  That  the  following  preamble  be  adopted  ; 

**  Whereas  the  appropriation  of  vacant  lands  by  the  several  states,  durine 
the  continuance  of  tne  war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  be  attended 
with  great  mischiefs ;  therefore." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Griffin, 


If:.aBmpaiim,  Mr.Peabody, 

LaQgdon, 

Miu'ittB'Bay^  Hr.Geny, 

LoveU, 


J2tob-Atei4 


IkuhTork. 

V 

NeuhJarmft 


Hohen, 

Patridge^ 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Huntixigtoii, 

Shennsuii^ 

Root, 
yb,  Moiris, 

Lewis, 
Ifr.  WitheTspooD,   ay 

Scudder,  ay 

Fell,  ay 


ay 


P€tm9jfkMni€h   Mr.Searle,  ^ylav 

Muhlenberg^   ^Xj 


Mixrylakd, 


Ftrghua, 


M'CarcUnOt 
S,-CaroUnai 


Mr.  Plater, 
Paca, 
Forbes, 
Jenifer, 

Mr.  Grifiin, 
Mercer, 
Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Matthews, 


no"^ 
no  vno 
noj 
no  7 
noJ*"* 

»y>*y 


Houston,  ay 

So  it  was  resolved  as  follows  :       • 

YThereas  the  appropriation  of  vacant  lands  by  the  several  states  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  be  attended 
v^ith  great  mischiefs ;  therefore, 

.Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  to 
re-consider  their  late  act  of  assembly  for  opening  their  land -office ;  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  said  state,  and  all  other  states  similarly  circum- 
stanced, to  forbear  settling  or  issuing  warrants  for  unappropriated  lands,  or 
granting  the  same  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war. ' 

MONDAY,  JVbremfcer  1 ,  1779. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon,  Congress  came 
to  the  following  resolution  : 

Lieutenant-colonel  J.  Connolly  having  made  frequent  applications  to  be 
liberated  and  exchanged ;  therefore,  in  consideration  of  his  long  captivity 
and  confinement. 

Resolved^  That  the  commissary-eeneral  of  prisoners  be  authorized  to  ex* 
change  lieutenant-colonel  J.  Connolly  for  any  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  who  is  now  pnsoner  to  the  enemy. 

THURSDAY,  JVovmfter  4,  1779.   • 

A  letter,  of  the  29th  of  October,  1779,  from  governor  Livingston,  waa^ 
read,  enclosing  an  account  of  expenses  in  carrying  into  eitecution  the  reso- 
lution id  the  9th  of  July  last : 

Xeaolvedj  That  a  letter  be  addressed  Inr  the  president  to  his  excellency 
^▼emor  Livingston,  expressing  the  satisfactign  of  Coneress  at  his  conduct 
m  carrying  into  effect  their  resolution  of  the  9th  of  July  last 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  John  Clark,  one  of  the  auditors  of  accounts  in 
the  maiaarm|r,  was  read,  requesting  leave,  on  account  of  his  weak  state  of 
health,  to  resign : 

Meeolved,  'luiat  his  resignation  be  accepted,  and  that  the  letter  be  referred 
to  tiie  board  of  treasury. 

A  letter,  of  the  SGtn  of  October,  from  Thadeus  Benedict,  was  read,  rc^- 
specting  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Forster ; 
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(hder^f  That  it  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  cause  «ich  proceewdiinga  to  be  had  thereon,  aa  thalHhe  chirges 
alluded  to  in  it  be  speedtij  enquired  into  and  justice  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  transmit  to  the  commander  in 
chief  the  memorial  of  lliadeus  Benedict  and  others,  against  Dr.  Fanter,  and 
ftttch  other  papers  as  *ej  may  have  respecting  that  matter. 

A  petition  of  John  Ernes,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Congreas  took  into  consideration  the  nroceedings  of  a  court-marhal  for 
Hie  trml  of  John  Emes,  which  were  laid  before  them  by  the  marine  com* 

mittee ;  and,  thereupon,  x-  i    l-  l 

Se9olvedj  That  that  part  of  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  which  or- 
ders the  said  John  Ernes  to  be  banished,  be  set  aside,  and  thatincdroideraj 
tion  of  feis  long  confinement,  the  whole  of  the  stripes  ordered  to  be  inflicted 
upon  him  be  remitted;  and  that  the  aaid  John  be  discharged  from  his  pre- 
sent imprisonment. 

FRIDAY,  J>rovmher  5, 1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  present  committee  on  the  trer 
su?^  ift  the  room  of  Mr.  Hewes,  whose  health  will  not  admit  his  attendance. 
the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Sharpe.  -1,. 

Reeolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointe<l  to  m- 
perintend  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master  and  comraissarj-generai: 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wynkoop  a^d  Mr.  Forbes. 

SATURDAY,  J>rovember  6,  1779. 
'   The  board  rf  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  general  WishiDjtoo, 
with  an  application  in  favour  of  captain-lieutenant  Vwiyke,  braoght  in  a 
report;  \Vhereupon,  ^  •    , 

UesQlvei^  That  capUin-Ueutcnant  Vandyke,  of  the  artillciy,  hate  Iwve 
of  abaence  for  ei^t  months ;  that  agreeably  to  his  intentions  he  may  take  a 
Voyage  to  sea,  this  being  judged  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  Us  kaltB,  as 
appears  by  certificates  produced  to  Congress. 

MONDAY.  JVormfcer  8, 1779. 
A  letter,  of  the  S6th,  from  colonel  Broadhead,  at  PittsbunA,  wib  read, 
i^foianiQg  that  soma  of  the  inhabitants  from  Yoghiapinia  and  Ohio  csanbei 
h^d^rofsti  the  Ohio  aod  made  small  improvements  on  the  Indians' laadfroa 
the  river  Muskingum  to  Fort-M'Iutosh,  and  30  miles  up  the  branches  of  oc 
Obio  river ;  and  Siat  be  had  ordered  the  trespassers  to  be'  apprehended  and 

Uie  hutS!  to  be  destroyed :  .  .       .  •„ 

Ordered^  That  a  fetter  be  written  to  the  governor  of  Virmma,  eoclojtag 

a  copy  of  colonel  Broadhead's  letter,  and  requesting;  his  ezceuency  to  endei- 
•  vour  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  trespass^  mentioned  in  it. 
On  motion  of  Mr*  Matthews*  seconded  b^  Mr.  Morris, 
Bfwplvedt  That  the  lute  and  former  presidents  of  Congress,  be  desired  ^ 

lodge,  aa  soon  as  they  conveniently  can,  in  the  secretary's  office,  copies » 

all  pt^ic  lettera  fa|y  them  respectively  written  daring  their  presidentships 

TUESDAY,  JVbMmfer  9, 1779- 
CongTM  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  board  of  treasatt, 
agrffltfiplff  to  the  ordinance  for  eatablisliing  that  board ;  and,  the  ballots  beui; 
tSen,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen :  Mr.  Ezekiel  Forenan,  Mf • 
Joiivtbaii  l^rumbvlly  jun.  commissioners  of  the  board  iof  treasury;  ^\'r^ 
chael  Hillegas,  treasurer ;  Mr.  James  MillisAn,  auditor-general ;  Mr.  J<^ 
Nours^,  i^istant  auditor-general;  Mr.  Robert  Troup,  secretary  o[.^^ 
board  of  treasury;  Mr.  William  Govett,  Mr.  Beaolve  Smith,  Mr.  Wiimv 
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fieddeiy  Mr.  John  D.  Marcier*  Mr.  Rleaz^r  M*CiNDb,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Mluii* 
Ibfdft  CommiMtooera  of  the  ehanbtra  of  accminia;  Mr.  Min  NkkalMNt^  Mr» 
WiUiam  Raniaaj*  elerkf  of  the  ckaaiberf  of  acceu»ti ;  Mr.  Jamea  Joluiioi^ 
Mr.  Joaeph  Howell,  Mr.  Bedlow,  Mr.  Felix  Varlej,  Mr.  AUiaiKior  Fowlet^ 
aaditoffB  of  the  arm j. ' 

.    Cengreaa  preceded  to  the  election  of  two  neAhers  for  the  beetd  of  tinaiE 
ry ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Houston  and  Mfifflbarpe  ireve  chosen^ 

WEDNESDAY,  JVwemiep  10,  irr9. 

.  CeMreaa  being  informed  that  Mr.  J.  Hewea,  one  of  the  delcgttea  for  the 
state  Q?  North-Carolina,  died  this  morning,  and  that  it  ia  pcopoeed  to  inter 
him  to-morrow  evening : 

.  iSesofoed,  That  Gongreas  will,  in  a  body,  attend  the  funevtl  te-morrow 
evening,  at  three  o'clock,  with  a  crape  round  the  left  arm,  and  will  contisMie 
in  monming  for  the  apace  of  one  month : 

Bi$olv€d,  That  Mr.  Harnett*  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  Mr.  Griff  n,  be  a  committee 
to  sttperintend  the  funeral,  and  that  the  Kev.Mr.  White,  the  atteodiif  chap- 
lain, be  Botiied  to  officiate  on  the  occasion* 

Ori^redt  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  invite  the  general  assem- 
bly and  the  president  and  supr^ne  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
mniatcr  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  other  persona  of  diatiactieii,  new  in 
town,  to  attena  the  funeral. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harnett,  that 
three  eC  the  frigates  now  at  Boston  be  ordered  bv  the  marine  committee  to 
proceed  immeinately  for  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  there  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  commanding  officer  for  the  time  being,  in  the  aouthem  de- 
partment until  further  orders :         * 

On  tfae^estion  to  agree  to  this  motion*  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
byMr«Genry, 

Permaifkfama,   Mr.  Atlee^  Sf^ 

MttUenbtig',  ay  f  ay 

Wynkoop,  ay3 

Ddmoare,  Mr.  M'Kean,  ay  ^sy 

Marybuid^         Mr.  Plater,  ay )  ,:^ 

Forbes,  lio  f  ***^- 

rmjnto,  Mr.Giiffia,  ay  >.• 

NMtr9iimif      Mr.  Uaxnett,  ^jt^v 

Shaipe,  ay>    f 

Sk-Cgrolina,      BIr.  Matthews^  ay  y^y 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

lUiolvedj  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  corres- 
pond with  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Laurens,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  copy' of  the  proceedinjp  of  a  convention  of  committees  from  the  five 
eutem  states,  met  at  Hartford  for  the  regulation  of  prices,  and 

A  letter,  of  the  15th  of  October,  from  tbe  general  assembiy  of  New-Torkf 
vere  read :  * 

Ordiredt  That  they,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  rep>resentation 
rom  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New- Jersey. 

Resolved^  That  Mr*  Griffin,  member  for  the  state  of  IHrginia,  be  added  to 
^e  committee  on  the  representation  from  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Kew -Jersey,  in  tl)e  room  of  Mr.  Mercer. 

Eewhea,  That  the  committee  on  the  treasury  continue  in  the  exercise  of 
^  duties  formerly  enjoined  them,  until  a  board,  on  the  new  establish- 
ment, be  formed  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

THURSDAY,  JVbreuiJer  11,  1779. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  Holten, 


.V..£fanpdbtr^  Mr.Peabody, 

AHati^ite-Bayb  Mr.  Gerry, 

X^oveU, 
JUudfltUnd,    Mr.Matclunt, 
C»imedicuif      Mr.  Huntington, 

Rofit, 
I'kW'Twkt        Mr.  Lewis, 
XewJene^       Mr.  Scodder, 

Uouflton, 
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Mr.  Harnett,  and  Mr.Pitzhugh,  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  command- 
ing officer  in  the  southern  department,  and  to  whom  were  referred  the  let- 
ters of  tfie  SSdof  Octobef  last,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  brought  in  a  re- 
port; Whereupon,   / 

Resoheif  That  "gen.  Washington  order  the  North*Carolina  troops,  and 
such  othet^aaroay  be  convenientlj  spared  from  his  army,  to  reinforce geo. 
lancoln  without  dday. 

Besolvedf  That  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  be  assured  of  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  their  preservation,  and  be  requested  to  make  those 
exertions  in  their  own  defence  recommended  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress, 
of  the  9th  and  d9th  of  March  last,  for  filling  up  the  continental  army,  and  to 
provide  that  the  militia  of  the  said  states,  when  called  into  service,  shall  be 
>nlject  to  the  continental  articles  of  war,  in  like  mannet  with  the  militia  of 
other  states. 

Sesolvedt  That  the  goTemors  of  Virginia  and  North-CarolinCbeagunra- 
quested  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  have  the  whole  of  the  troops  ordered 
nt>m  their  respective  states,  sent  forwaid  without  loss  of  time  to  join  geneia! 
Lincoln's  army,  and  that  the  troops  be  ordered  away  as  they  can,  from  time 
to  time,  be  collected.. 

J?esofoed,  That  gen.  Lincoln  be  directed  to'canse  a  court  ofenquii^^  to  be 
held  on  brindier-general  Scott,  for  disobedience  of  the  orders  of  Coagrett  of 
the  27th  of  July  last. 

BeMved,  Tiiat  a  deputy  quarter-master  ^neral  in  Philadelphia  beorder- 
ed  to  procure  a  proper  vessel,  and  immediately  to  transport  the  militirj 
stores  ordered  and  now  in  readiness  for  the  state  of  South-Carolina. 

FRIDAY,  J^TfyvemUr  12,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisttn^  of 
Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Marchant,  and  Mr.  Paca,  on  the  memorial  of  colonel  W« 
Palftey  : 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  being  read : 

**  That  W.  Palfrey,  nay-master  general,  as  a  further  compenutioirof  his 
past  seryices,  be  allowea  tne  sum  of  thousand  dollars :" 

,  .    A  ontion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boot,  to  fill  the  Uaok 
with  "  twenty-five :" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes,* 
N.'HanipAirt^  Mr.  Peabody, 


Langdon^ 
MaufttU-Bay^  Mr.  Gei^, 

LoveD, 
Holten, 
BKode-hUiindf   Mr.  Marchant, 
€}oimeeUouty      Mr.  Uuntingtion, 

Sherman, 
Boot, 
^eW'Tork,        Mr.  Morrub 

Lewis, 


ay>^.     pVews7tfr«03r,      Mr.  Scudder, 
no5*"^-  f  Fell, 

»y>*y 

ay3 


Hoitflton, 
Pennsybamot  Mr.  Atlee, 

Muhlenberig^ 

Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 

M'Keao, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Poibes, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Shatpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


MJClOUfOttf 

MaryUmdf 


•y>»y 

no  3 

DOT 

BoVno 
ay3 


ino 
oo)«e 

So  it  passed  in  the  native. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harnett,  tint 
the  blank  be  filled  with  <«  twenty." 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

no>oo 


JSeuhHiEmptkirt,  Mr.  Peabody, 

Langdooi, 

MamfdU-Bay^    Mr.  Oeny, 

I.oveU, 
Uolteti, 


ay 
no 


^div. 

»y> 

ayW 

ayj 


Rkodt'Mmd^      Mr.  Maichant, 
Comuctieut,       Mr.  Huntington 

Soot, 
TkuyYo/k,  Wf.  Moim 

Lewj^ 
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JjkwJdmtiy^        Mr*  Scndder, 

^   Fell. 
Houston, 
Fmngyhanim^     Hr.  Atlee, 

^      M«hlenbeig, 
.    Wynkoop, 


ayUy 

noj 

novay 

»yj 


JQetaUMVC^  Ifr.  IMckinsot)»  ay  \ 

M*Kean,  ay  $  ^^ 

Maryland^  Bfr.  Plater,  ay/,. 

Forbes,  noj*^- 

J^^'CarcUna^       Mr.  Harnett,  ^y^ov 

Sfaarpe,  ay  J  ^ 

A-Carolwu^        Mr.  Msttiiewa,  no  ^no 

80  it  WIS  reaoWed  that  William  Palfrej,  esq.  pay -master-general,  as  a 
Airthrr  conpeBsation  for  his  past  senrices,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  20,000 
doliars. 

Se$olvedt  That  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress,  the  paj-master  gen- 
eral to  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  14,000  doU 
laraper  anpum : 

That  so  much  of  the  memorial  of.  colonel  Palfrey,  of  the  29th  of  Sep* 
tember  last,  as  relates  to  the  deputy  pay -masters-general,  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treasury. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  ef  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
which  was  postponed  on  the  6th  instant ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved^  That  each  of  the  commissioners  of  tlie  board  of  war,  not  mem- 
bers of  Ccmgress,  be  allowed  14,000  dollars  per  anfium,  and  each  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy-board,  12,000  dollars  per  annum  ;  the  secretaiy 
to  the  bflNud  of  war,  lO^OOO  dollars  ;  and  each  of  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
tiie  secretary  of  Congress  and  of  the  board  of  war,  7000  dollars  per  annubi. 
IZcsqIoeil,  That  the  salaries  aforesaid  be  annually  or  oftener,  as  Congress 
shall  judge  it  expedient,  revised  and  altered  according  to  the  appreciation 
of  the  continental  currency, 

Besolvedg  That  re^mentat  pay-masters,  not  being  of  the  rank  cf  cap- 
fainsy  quarter-masters  and  adjutants,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  subsis- 
tence money  as  is  allowed  to  captains  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
August  last ;  this  subsistence  to  commence  on  that  day. 

RisolvedjThat  the  eleven  companies  of  artificers,  raised  by  the  quarter- 
masteir-general,  be  reformed,  and  incorporated  and  arranged  in  such  manner 
as4he  commander  in  chief  shall  deem  proper : 

That  when  such  arrangement  shall  have  been  made,  and  the  same  be 
transmitted  to  the  board  of  war,  to  the  intent  the  officers  may  receive  their 
commissions,  vrhich  shall  entitle  them  to  rank  only  in  their  own  corps,  and 
enable  them  to  hold  r^mental  courts-martial  in  cases  that  concern  tiieir  own 
corns  only,  and  are  usually  cognizable  by  regimental  courts-martial  of  tlie 
line: 

That  the  officers  and  men  of  the  said  corps  be  considered  as  part  of  the 
ouotas  of  the  80  battalions  as  apportioned  on  the  several  states  to  which 
uiev  respectively  belong. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  empowered,  if  they  judee  it  pro- 
per, to  dischar^  the  vessel  which  they  were  directed  to  take  up  and  employ 
as  a  prison-ship. 

SATURDAY,  JVorem&er  13,  1779. 
Mr.  Muhlenbei^,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  laid  before 
Congress  the  credentials  ofthe  delegates  for  the  said  state,  which  were  read  ; 
whereby  it  appears,  that  the  ^neral  assembly  proceeded  to  the  choice  of 
five  persons  to  serve  the  state  m  Congress ;  and  the  election  being  taken  by 
bttUot,  John  Armstronff,  James  Searle,  Frederick  Muhienbere,  James 
MK)lene,  and  lYilliam  Shippen,  senior,  esqrs.  were  duly  elected,  and  de- 
clared accordingly. 

A  letter,  of  ue  9th,  from  major-general  Sullivan,  was  read,  requesting 
leave,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health,  to  retire  from  the  service  s 
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Whereupon, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr#  Gerry,. aecMidedhj  Mt>  Hmett, 
<*  that  the  resignation  of  major-geneml  duUivanbe  oo<acceDled,lmt  that  he 
have  lea^e  to  retire  from  the  service  as  lolig  fts  he  shall  Jaoge  it  expedicst 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health :'' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews,  that  the 
foregoiBg  letter  and  motion  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Gerry, 


Nl'HampMrt,    Mr.Peiibodj^,     '   °^^no- 

LaQgdon,        no  5 

Musa'stts^JBaift  Mr.  Gerry^  "  no'\ 

Lovel],  no  I,. 

Holten,  ay  r"^' 

Patridge,         ay  J , 

Bhod^Mand,     Hbr,  Marctaaut^       ay  y9f 

tiknnMicHt,        Ifr.  Hantington,    ay^ 

Sherman, 
Root^ 

New-York,  Hr.  Morris,  *y?.« 

ayi*7 


»y  ^ijy 

*y^ 

ayj.ay 

»yj 


Pell.  ay  fay 

Hooftoi^  ay) 

PemuyhjaniOf     Mr.  |f uh]enbex||^  ^Yf^J 

Delaware,           Mr.  M 'Kean,  ay  )«y 

Maryland,          Mr.  Plater,  ^T  2  ur 

Potbes^  ayj" 

Sharpe,  ay$*^- 

H.-Canlina,        Mr.  Matthew^  ay  >ay 


Lewis, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Harnett  and  Mr.  Forbes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  seconded  b^  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  lliat  the'bdard  of  war  be  mformed,  that  major-j;eneral  Philips 
and  brigadier-general  Reidesel,  with  their  familiesi  are  permitted  to  proceed 
to  New- York  on  parole;  and  tiiat  they  ti^ke  necessary  measnres  to  ibrward 
them  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  giving  audience  to  the 
hon.  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minister  plenipotentiary^of  his  most  Christian 
majesty. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  members  to  wait  ttpon  the  hen« 
the  chev&lier  de  la  Luzerne,  and  conduct  him  to  the  Audience:  tne  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris.  i 

Resolved^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  treasuj  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Wvnkoop:  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Muhlenbei^. 

Resolved,  That  the  door  of  the  Congress  chamber  be  open  dmrin^  the 
audience  to  be  given  to  the  minister  plenipotenti^  of  his  most  ChnstiiD 
majesty* 

Resolved,  That  tlie  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  remiested  to  inform  the 
presideut  and  supreme  executive  council,  and  the  speaker  and  assembly  of 
the  said  state,  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christao  migesfj 
the  king  of  France,  will  receive  his  audience  of  Congress  on  Wednesday 
next,  at  twelve  o'clock ;  when  the  doors  of  the  Congress  chamber  will  m 
opened. 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  Cooeress  may  give  two  tickets  for  the 
admittance  of  other  persons  to  the  audience,  and  that  no  person,  except 
those  specified  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  admitted  without  such  a 
ticket,  or  a  ticket  signed  by  the  members  appointed  to  introduce  the  minister 
to  Congress. 

MONDAY,  JVbvemter  15,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  Palfrey,  pay-mastar  g«neral,  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  W.  Palfrey,  esq.  pay-master  general,  have  leaveof  absence 
to  visit  his  family. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

**  Whereas  it  may  be  highly  injorioos  to  the  interest  of  these  United 
States,  to  permit  candidates  for  public  offices  to  vole  in  or  otherways  infli- 
ence  their  own  elections : 
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EemUved^  Tlwt  Coagrest  will  not  appoiataDj  member  thereof  duri_^ 

tioM  of  bit  ftittnig,  (Mr  within  six  months  after  he  thall  have  beca  ia  CoDgreM^ 
U  any  office  iiii«tor  the  laid  »tBtee  for  which  he  or  any  other  for  hia  benefit 
mvf  raeetiro'any  aalarj»  fees  or  other  emolttment.*' 

Om  which  the  ]>reTioiui  qoeetioo  waa  moved  by  Mr.  Forbeo»  and  aeconded 
bjr  ltr«  Morria,  and  the  yeaa  and  najw  being  required  bj  Mr.  Forbea. 


fiangdrwij 
Mr.  Geny, 

Lbyell, 

Holten, 

Patridge» 
Ur.  HuntiiigtWH 

Shemwiiy 
Mr.  Horrify 


NOIhM<B^ht 


jS^wJ^wy,      Ifr.  Sonddar, 

Fell, 

Pettntjfhafdat   Mr.  Searle. 

Mulenbefg^ 
Shippen,    • 

Miry&md;         Ifr^  Flitter, 

Forbesb  • 

Jf,^Carolituh     Hr.  Harnett, 

ittnewi^ 


Sh 
S,'CanMna^      Mr.  Ma 


Se  it  wne  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside* 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews^  Mr.  ^harpe  and  Mr,  Mar- 

chant,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain  Charles  de  Frey,  brought 

ia  a  report;  Whereupon* 
Resolved,  That  captain  Charles  de  Frey  have  leave  of  absence  for  eight 

noolha. 

TUESDAY,  Mn)emher  16,  1779. 

Mr.  Philip  Schujler»  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New^Tork,  attended,  an4 
produced  a  notification  of  his  appointment,  which  was  read. 

The  marine  committee  having  communicated  to  Congress  a  paragraph  o( 
a  letter  from  J.  Beatty,  commisaarv^neral  of  pcisoBers,  informinz,  *'  that 
there  ajre  some  Spaniards  on  boarti  ine  prison -ship  at  New- York,  wbose  ne- 
cessities call  for  our  support;"  thereupon, 

Raohed,  That  the  commissary-general  of  prisoners  be  directed,  until 
Ae  fiirtber  order  of  Congress,  to  make  the  same  provision  for  the  Spanish 

E'lsoners  in  New- York  aa  is  made  for  the  prisoners  of  the  United  States^ 
epiog  A  separate  account  thereoif. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Sherman^ 
Mr.  FerbM,  Mr.  Scodder  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter 
of  the  1^1  st  of  September  last,  from  the  council  of  Massachusettd-Baj,  report 
the  following  resolution : 

«'  That  alAough  Congress  have  the  highest  sense  of  the  seal  and  exertiona 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bajr,  in  the  common  cause,  and  are  at  all  timea 
disposed  to  give  them  every  possible  proof  thereof,  yet  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  general  treasury,  and  from  the  pressing  necessity  of  a  full  and 
punctual  pi^yment  of  the  taxes  required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  theiir 
reqaeat  to  retain  the  6,000,000  of  dollars  mentioned  in  their  letter  of  the 
ftl^t  pC  0epi9smber  last^  cannot  be  complied  with." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
requUed  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

m-y . 


Ja  flm^Mh  Mr.P«ibod|r. . 

Labgdon, 
MOM^itU'Say,  Mr.  Geny» 

UattSU 
Hohen, 

Mr.  Hvntiiigton, 

Shermaii, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 

Lewii^ 


-V<rw-r»rl?, 


JffwJkntjf,      Mr.  Scuddcr, 

Fell, 
Pamayhmda,  Mr.  Searle, 

Mahlenb^Tg, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr«Fkter,    , 

Forbe% 
MrGrif&n, 
Mr.  Hwnett, 
dharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


S.'Cai'oUnaf 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  committee  on  the  qaarter-master  and  commiMary-Keneral's  depirt- 
ments,  laid  hbJTore  Congress  a  letter  of  the  Ist,  and  one  of  the  90^  bom  L 
Wadsworthf  commksarj-generd  of  purchases ;  Whereapotf» 
.    Resolved^  That  the  rum  and  sugar  belonging  to  the  public  be  delivered 
over  to  the  committee  on  die  commissary  and  quarter*master  gjenend's  dor 

Sartments,  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  they  may,  from  time  to  time, 
irectf  excepting  such  parts  thereof  as  the  Qiarine  committee  m^y  think  ne- 
cessary for  the  use  of  the  continental  navy.  t 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  sub-clothiers  appointed  by  virtne  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  23d  of  March,  1779,  for  reflating  the  clothing  de- 
partment, the  clothier-general,  with  the  approbation  of  the  board  or  war 
and  the  commander  in  chief,  appoint  a  sun-clothier  to  receive  from  the 
clothier-^enerat  and  the  several  sub-state-clothiers,  the  proportion  of  cloth- 
ing assigned  the  artillery,  cavalry,  artificers  and  corps  composed  of  troops 
from  different  states,  according  to  the  general  estimate,  and  to  cause  such 
clothine  to  be  distributed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  several  corps 
aforesaid,  and  in  all  other  respects  to  govern  his.  conduct  in  the  execntioa 
of  the  said  business  agreeably  to  the  regulation  of  Congress  of  the  S3d  of 
March,  1779,  respecting  the  sub-clothiers. 

Resolved,,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  allow  thecorps 
of  artificers  established  by  Coneress  the  12th  inst.  all  the  benefits  provided 
for  officers  and  soldiers  in  tiie  Une  of  their  quotas  of  the  continental  batta- 
lions, except  the  half-pay: 

*  Tliat  the  commanding-officer  of  the  corps^f  artificers  shall  be  allowed  the 
same  pay  and  subsistence  as  a  lieutenant-colonel: 

That  the  allowance  of  pay,  subsistence  and  clothing  of  the  odier  officers 
and  men  of  the  said  artificers,  be  'the  same  with  that  of  the  artiilerf-artifi* 
cers  under  the  command  of  colonel  B.  Flower. 

On  motion  of  Mc  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  the  deputy  secretary  of  Congress  be  allowed  at  the  rate 
of  10,000  dollars  per  annum,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  secretary ;  and^  the  ballots 
beins  taken,  Mr.  George  Bond  was  elected. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Dickinson* 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  £5th  of  October  last,  from  Dr.  J.  Mor- 
gan,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authority  of  the  re- 
spective states,  upon  the  apjilication  of  the  judge  advocate  for  that  porpose, 
to  grant  proper  writs  requiring  and  compelling  the  person  or  persons  mose 
attendance  sitall  be  requested  by  the  saia  judge,  to  appear  and  eive  testi* 
mony  in  any  cause  depending  before  a  court-martial ;  and  that  it  m  recom- 
mended to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  vest  the  necessary  powers 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid  in  their  executive  authorities,  if  the  same  oe  noC 
already  done. 

Resolved,  That  incases  not  capital  in  trials  in  courts-martial^  depesitiona 
may  be  given  in  evidence,  provided  the  prosecutor  and  person  accused  are 
present  at  the  taking  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Liangdon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  authorized,  from  time  to  time, 
to  appoint  advocates  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  and  managing  tbe 
maritime  causes,  in  which  the  United  States  are  or  maybe  concerned* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Langdon  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  Abi^em^  17, 1779. 
According  to  order,  the  honorable  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minister  plenK 
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SteDtiarjr  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  was  introduced  to  an  audience  br 
r.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  two  members  for  that  purpose  appointea« 
and  beine  seated  in  his  chair,  the  secretary  of  the  entbassy  delivered  to 
the  president  a  letter  from  his  most  Christian  majesty,  of  which  the  follow- 
]Qg  is  a  translation  : 

To  oar  ytry  dear  great  friends  andidliei  the  president  and  memben  of  the  gonend  Coogren  of 

the  United  States  in  North- America  :  ^ 

Fery  if  or,  great  friends  and  allies, 

The  bad  state  of  health  of  the  sieur  Gerard,  our  minister  plenipoten* 
tiary  to  you,  having  laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  applyii^  tor  a  recal, 
we  nave  made  choice  of  the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  a  colonel  in  our  service, 
to  supply  his  place.  We  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  be  agreeable  to  you, 
and  tnat  you  will  repose  entire  confidence  in  him.  We  pray  you  to  eive 
fall  credit  to  all  he  shdl  say  to  you  on  our  behalf,  especially  when  he  snail 
assure  yon  of  the  sincerity  of  our  wishes  for  your  probperity,  as  well  as  of  the 
constancy  of  our  affection  and  of  our  friendship  for  the  United  States  in  gen- 
eral, and  for  each  one  of  them  in  particular.  >Ve  pray  God  to  keep  you,  our 
very  dear,  great  friends  and  allies,  in  his  holy  protection. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally,         LOUIS. 
(Underneath)  GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 

Done  at  Yersailles,  the  31st  of  May,  1779. 

The  minister  was  then  announced  to  the  house  ;  Whereupon  he  arose,  and 
addressed  Congress  in  a  speech,  which,  when  he  had  finished,  the  secretary 
delivered  in  writing  to  the  president,  and  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation : 

Genlleiaai,  The  wisdom  and  courage  which  have  founded  your  republic  : 
the  prudence  which  presides  over  your  deliberations ;  your  firmness  in  exe- 
cution ;  the  skill  and  valor  displayed  by  your  generals  and  soldiers,  during 
the  coarse  of  the  war,  have  attracted  the  admiration  and  regard  of  the  whole 
world.  The  king,  my  master,  was  the  first  to  acknowledge  a  liberty  ac- 
quired amidst  so  many  perils  and  with  so  much  glory.  Since  treaties  dictated 
by  moderation,  have  fixed  upon  a  permanent  base  the  union  of  France  with 
the  American  republic,  his  majesty's  whole  conduct  must  have  demonstrated 
how  dearly  he  tenders  your  prosperity,  and  his  firm  resolution  to  maintain 
your  independence  bv  every  means  in  his  power.  The  events  which  have 
successively  unfolded  themselves,  shew  the  wisdom  of  those  measures  A 
powrerfttl  ally  hath  acknowledged  the  justice  of  those  motives  which  had  com- 
pelled the  king  to  take  arms,  and  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  the  most  solid 
success,  from  the  operation^  of  the  united  fleets.  The  naval  force  of  the  en- 
emjhath  been  diverted  from  your  continent.  Compelled  to  flee  to  the  de- 
fence of  their  own  possessions,  all  their  efforts  have  been  too  feeble  to  pre- 
Tent  our  troops  from  conquering  a  considerable  part.  Tlie  other  British  is- 
lands feared  the  same  lot,  when  the  French  general  stopped  the  current  of 
Ins  success,  to  seek  new  dangers  here.  In  conforming  to  his  majesty's  in- 
tentions, he  has  complied  with  his  own  inclinations,  the  desires  of  the  French 
and  flie  request  of  the  Americans,  which  invited  him  to  join  his  arms  to 
those  of  your  republic.  Events  have  not  completely  answered  his  courage 
and  his  eirorts,but  his  blood  and  that  of  my  countrymen,  shed  in  a  cause  so 
dear  to  us,  hath  cemented  the  base  on  which  the  alliance  is  founded,  and 
impressed  on  it  a  character  as  indelible  as  arc  all  those  by  which  it  is  already 
consecrated. 

That  alliance,  gentlemen,  becomes  daily  more  indissoluble,  and  the  bene- 
fits which  the  twj^  nations  derive  from  it,  nave  given  it  the  most  perfect  con- 
sistence. The  relations  of  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  tne  king,  my 
master,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United  States  continually,  mul- 
tiply ;  and  we  may  already  perceive  in  spite  of  those  obstacles  which  em- 
iMiriass  the  reciprocal  communication,  how  natural  itis,  how  advantageous 
Vol- III.  50 
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it  will  be  to  the  two  nations  and  all  who  participate  in  it*  and  how  much  the 
monopolizing  spirit,  the  jealoa^  attention  and  prohibitory  edicts  of  the  ene* 
my  to  your  freedom,  have  been  prejudicial  to  your  happiness. 

It  is  under  these  circumstances,  gentlemen,  that  the  king,  mj  master, 
hath  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  his  minister  plenipotentiary  to  you.  Toa 
have  seen  in  the  letter  which  I  had  just  now  tne  honor  to  deiiTer  from  him, 
fresh  assurances  of  his  friendship.  I  consider  as  the  happiest  circumstance 
of  my  life,  a  mission  in  the  course  of  which  I  am  certain  of  fulfilling  mj 
duty  when  I  labour  for  your  prosperity  ;  and  I  felicitate  myself  upon  being 
sent  to  a  nation  whose  interests  are  so  intimately  blcndea  with  our  own, 
that  I  can  be  useful  neither  to  France  nor  the  American  republic/  without 
.  rendering  myself  asreeable  both  to  the  one  and  to  the  other. 

it  was  certainly  aesirable  that  the  a&irs  with  which  I  amcharged,had  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  that  enlightened  minister  'whom  I  succeed,  and 
whose  health  compels  him  to  return  to  Prance.  I  have  not  his  abilities,  but 
like  him  I  have  an  unbounded  zeal  for  the  welfare  ftnd  success  uf  the  com- 
mon cause ;  like  him  I  am  directed  to  concur  in  every  thing  which  can  be  use- 
ful or  agreeable  to  your  republic.  I  have  the  same  attachment  to  the  people, 
Tou,  gentlemen,  represent,  and  the  same  admiration  of  their  conduct.  I 
nave  toe  most  fervent  wish  to  give  you  proofs  of  it,  and  I  hope  by  these  differ- 
ent titles  to  merit  your  confidence  and  vour  esteem. 

LECHEV.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

To  which  the  president  returnedr the  following  answer  : 

Sir,  The  early  attention  of  our  ^od  friend  and  ally  to  these  United 
States  is  gratefufl j  felt  by  all  their  virtuous  citizens ;  and  we  riiould  be  un- 
faithful representatives  if  we  did  not  warmly  acknowledge  every  instance 
of  his  re^rd,  and  take  every  opportunity  of  expressing^  the  attachment  of 
our  constituents  to  treaties  formed  upon  the  purest  principles. 

His  most  Christian  majesty,  in  rendering  himself  protector  cf  the 
rights  of  mankind,  became  entitled  to  assistance  from  the  friends  of  man. 
This  title  could  not  but  be  recognized  by  a  monarch  whose  diadem  is  adorn- 
ed with  equity  and  truth  :  that  monarch,  by  joining  his  arms  to  those  of  oar 
great  ally,  hath'^ven  a  fatal  blow  to  the  common  enemy ;  and  from  the  just- 
ness of  tne  motives  which  unite  the  combined  fleets,  we  expect  the  most 
solid  benefits  will  crown  their  operations ;  nor  can  we  doubt  that  odier  pow- 
ers ¥dll  rejoice  to  see  that  haughty  nation  humbled,  in  proportion  as  they 
have  been  insulted  by  her  presumptuous  arrogance. 

We  well  know,  and  all  the  world  must  acknowledge,  the  moderation  tod 
friendship  of  the  most  Christian  king,  in  neglecting  conquests  which  cooft- 
ed  his  acceptance  for  the  benevolent  pleasure  of  succouring  his  allies.  In 
this,  as  in  every  other  instance,  we  perceive  his  strict  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  defensive  alliance.  We  are  sensible  of  the  zeal  of  tfie  French 
general,  in  executing  his  majesty's  orders.  We  esteem  his  courage,  ve 
lament  his  wounds,  and  we  respect  that  generoii9  valour  which  hath  led 
your  countrymen  to  contend  with  ours  in  the  same  common  cause,  in  the 
eame  field  of  glory.  A  noble  emulation  which  hath  poured  out  the  blood  of 
the  two  nations,  and  mingled  it  together  as  a  sacred  pledge  of  perpetual 
union ! 

The  consequences  which  have  firilowed>from  the  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  upon  our  coasts,  particularly  bj  disconcerting  the  enemy's  plsosot 
operation,  and  destroying  a  considerable  part  of  their  naval  force,  demon- 
strate the  wisdom  oi  the  measure.  That  they  have  not  been  stHl  nore 
beneficial,  is  to  be  attributed  to  those  incidents  which  in  the  hand  of  Onini;M>- 
tence  determine  all  human  events  :  but  our  disappointment  is  compensated 
by  reflecting  on  the  perfect  harmony  that  subsbtea  between  thegeoersl^^^'* 
ttie  troops  of  the  two  nations. 
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The  prosperous  coarse  of  the  campaign  gives  a  pleasing  hope  that  the 
aMHaeut  of  peace  maj  soon  arrive,  when  the  reciprocation  of  nHtual  sood 
offices  shall  amply  recompence  our  mutual  labours  and  cares ;  and  we  cbubt 
not  but  in  that  moment  the  commerce  between  the  allied  nations,  now  strug- 
gling under  great  inconveniences,  will  shoot  forth  with  vigor  and  advantage* 
and  nappily  demonstrate  the  injuries  we  once  suffered  from  the  restraints  of 
our  enemies. 

While  we  lament,  sir,  the  loss  of  jour  worthy  predecessor,  we  are  led 
from  vour  personal  character  to  the  pleasing  expectation  that  you  will  pos«> 
swB  that  confidence  and  esteem  which  he  enjoyed.  They  are  due  to  the 
servant  of  our  benefactor :  we  are  happy  in  his  choice*  and  being  thorough- 
ir  convinced  of  the  intimate  connexion  between  the  interests  and  views  of 
the  allied  nations,  we  cannot  but  persuade  ourselves  that  the  more  attentive- 
Ij  you  shall  perform  your  duty  to  your  soverei^,  and  the  more  sedulously 
you  shall  guard  and  promote  the  welfare  of  your  country^  the  more  agree- 
able and  respectable  you  will  render  yourself  to  the  citizens  of  America* 

The  secretary  of  C5ongress  delivered  to  the  minister  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going reply  dated  in  Conffress,  November  17,  1779%  and  signed  Samuel 
HQnting;ton,  president.  Whereupon,  the  minister  withdrew,  and  was  con- 
(hicted  home  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  brought  to  the  house. 

The  eonunittee  on  the  treasury  brought  in  a  report ; 

Reatdvedp  That  5,000,040  dollars  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  b^Slrdof  treasury,  in  bills  of  credit  of 
the  feUowiig  denominationS|  viz. 


13,158  biUs  or  65  doUan^  855,270 

U,158  do.    of  60  dou  789,480 

13,158  do.    6f  55  do.  723,690 

13,158  do.    of  50  do.  657,900 

13,158  do.    of  45  do.  592,110 


lXl58  bills  of  40  dolkn,  536^20 

13,158  do.    of  35  do.  460,530 

13,158  do.    of  30  do.  394^740 


5,000,040 

That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  the  emissions  directed  on  the  17th  of  September  iast,  and  be  numbered* 
from  the  last  numberin  every  denomination  progressively. 

Eesohed,  That  die  farther  sum  of  5,650,500  dollars,  be  emitted  on  the 
fdhh  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
in  bills  of  credit  of  the  following  denoroinatioos,  viz.  ^ 

27,300  bins  of  80  dollsra,  3,184,000 

27,300    do.      70  1,911,000 

27,300    do.      20  546,000 

27,300    do.        5  136^500 

27,300    do.       4  109,200 


27,300  bills  of    3  doUsrs,  81,900 

27,300    do.         2  54,600 

27,300    do.        1  27,300 


^50^500 

That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbers,  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
as  those  emitted  the  14th  of  October  Isat,  and  be  numbered  from  the,  last 
number  in  every  denomination  progressively. 

•       THURSDAY,  Mvember  18,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th,  from  gen.  Washington^  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Besalvtd,  That  the  president  inform  general  Washington,  that  Congress 
approve  die  sentiments  and  opinion  expressed  in  his  Tetter  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  desire  that  he  may  take  what  measures  he  thinks  most  proper 
upon  the  intelligence  he  must  hate  by  this  time  received. 

A  letter,  of  the  dOth  of  October,  from  colonel  Saffiird,  was  read,  enclo- 
sing a  letter  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  from  Jacob  Safford,  an  enngn 
in. colonel  Warner's  regiment,  requesting  leave  to  resign : 

Benlved,  That  the  resignation  of  ensign  Jacob  Safford  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson  have  leave  of  absence. 

FRIDAY,  JTowmker  19, 1779. 
C<n^.*{    ss  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
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the  representation  of  the  le^slative  council  and  general  assemMj  of  New- 
Jersey*  and  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  conimissioDers  from  die 
five  eastern  states^  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  fluctuating  state  of  prices  not  only  causes  inequality  and  in- 
justice in  private  dealings^  and  in  furnishing  the  public  supplies  from  the  se- 
veral states,  but  renders  it  impracticable  to  make  the  proper  estimates  for 
future  expenses,  and  to  fix  equitable  salaries  for  those  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States :  and  whereas  the  estimates  according  to  which  the 
recj^uisitionsfor  the  taxes  of  the  succeeding  year  have  been  made  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  of  October  last,  have  been  formed  on  the  principle  that  the 
prices  of  commodities  necessary  for  the  public  use  would  not  exceed  twenty 
fold  of  the  former  prices,  and  should  they  rise  above  that  rate,  the  titxes  must 
be  accordingly  increased,  but  should  tney  fall  below  it,  the  surplus  of  the 
sum  raised  may  be  applied  to  the  sinking  fund  :  therefore 

Besolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states  forth- 
with  to  enact  laws  for  establishing  and  carrying  into  execution  a  general  li- 
mitation of  prices  throughout  their  respective  jurisdictions,  on  the  following 
principles,  and  to  commence  in  their  operation  from  the  first  day  of  Febni- 
ry  next : 

Articles  of  domestic  produce,  farming  and  common  labor,  the  wages  of 
tradesmen  and  mechanics,  water  and  land  carriage,  not  to  exceed  twenty 
fold  of  the  prices  current  through  the  vario)i8  seasons  of  the  jeur  1774. 

Articles  imported  from  forei&;n  parts  to  be  in  due  proportioa  with  labor 
and  .the  articles  as  above  stated,  making  a  proper  allowance  for  ireight,  in- 
surance, and  other  charges. 

Salt  and  military  stores,  whether  of  home  manufacture  or  imported  from 
abroad,  to  be  excepted  from  limitation  of  price. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Uie  several  states  to  enact  strict 
laws  ai^ainst  engrossing  and  withholding,  and  to  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  having  the  same  carded  into  full  execution. 

Resolved^  That  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  from  the  eastem 
states  to  New- York  inclusive,  at  their  meeting  in  Hartford,  in  Connecticut, 
on  the  20th  of  October  last,  discover  a  generous  attention  to  the  public  eood, 
and  are  well  calculated  to  promote  the  same :  it  is  nevertheless  expected  that 
no  time  will  be  lost  in  giving  effect  to  these  resolutions,  as  the  same  genend 
purpose  may  thereby  be  attained,  and  at  an  earlier  period. 

Sesolvedt  That  all  officers  and  agents  em|iloyed  in  makine  parcbases  fi>r 
the  United  States,  be  directed  to  conform  strictly  to  all  regulations  that  are 
or  may  be  established  in  the  several  states : 

That  accounts  be  kept  and  returns  made  by  all  persons  employed  to  make 
purchases  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  or  to  hire  vessels,  carriages,  or  men, 
for  the  service  of  the  same,  of  die  prices  by  them  respectively  given  in  such 
states  as  shall  not,  before  the  1st  day  of  Februarjr,  1780,  pass  laws  for  the 
limitation  of  prices  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  fore- 
going resolutionsj  to  the  intent  that  such  states  as  shall  have  neglected  to 
pass  laws  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  mayrespectively  be  charged  in  the  pub- 
tic  accounts  with  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  difference  of  prices  paid  irom 
and  after  the  said  first  day  of  February,  1780,  in  such  states  ana  these  in 
which  such  laws  may  have  been  enacted. 
The  last  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  being  read,  vix. 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to  revise 
their  laws  for  making  the  paper  currency  a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  so  to  frame  them  that  injustice  to  creditors  and  debtors  may  be  pretent- 
ed  ;"  and  an  amendment  being  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Forbes,  by  adding  the  words  '<  and  that  the  injustice  wnich  has  already  taken 
place  may  he  remedied,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable ;" 


J0XTRNAL8  ov  coNcneuiss,  irra. 


s9r 


A  motioii  waa  made  by  Mr.  Gerrj.  seconded  bj  Mr.  Matthews,  that  the 
coDmderation  of  that  part  of  die  report  and  the  amendment  be  postponed  } 
On  which  the  yea^  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 


J!f.-Ht 


lir.  PeAbody, 
Ijuigdoi^ 
MoB^aHM-Bay^  Ur,  Gerry, 

Lore]], 
Holten, 
Patridg«, 
Jikodt-MmtiB    Mr.  Muchant, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Shennan, 
Root, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 
Lewia^ 

\S^CaroUnaf 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflBrmative. 


J^ifW'Fori^f 


Mh9^eney,      Mr.  Withenpoon,  ay] 


Scudder, 

Fell, 

Houston,      I 
Pemuj/tvamOf  Mr.  Searle, 

Muhlenberg', 

Shippen, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbear 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Itfr.  Harnett, 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


ayi 
no| 
ay 


»y 


N.'CaroUna^ 


ay^ay 

*y3 

no  >.♦ 


SATURDAY,  Mwmber  20,  1779. 

Mr.  J.  M'Clene,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvapia,  attended  and  ' 
took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New- York,  attended  and 
prodoced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  medical  committee  on 
(he  hosnital  staff;  Whereupon, 

fiesoit^d,  That  the  director-general,  deputy  directors-general,  the  assist- 
ant deputy-directors,  the  physicians  and  surgeons-general  of  the  hospitals 
and  army,  the  senior  surgeons,  the  second  or  junior  surgeons,  the  anotheca- 
ries-general  and  apothecaries  mates  or  assistants,  the  hospital  chaplains,  re- 
gimental surgeons  and  mates,  mates  of  the  military  hospitals,  commissaries, 
assistant  commissaries,  pay-masters  and  stewards  of  the  hospital,  who  shall 
have  been  in  the  service  for  the  space  of  one  year,  and  are  at  present  employ- 
ed in  the  same,  shall  each  be  entitled  annually  to  draw  clothing  from  the 
stores  of  the  clothier-general,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations as  are  established  for  officers  of  the  line  by  a  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  £6th  day  of  November,  1777. 

Rtnolvedt  That  until  the  forther  order  of  Congress,  the  following  officera 
bf  the  military -hospital  shall  be  entitled  to  subsistence,  in  like  manner  as  is 
granted  to  officers  of  the  line  by  a  resolution  of  the  18tb  day  of  August  last, 
and  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.  each  deputy  director-general,  500  dol- 
lars; per  month  each  assistant  deputy  director,  400  dollars;  each  physi- 
cian-general and  surgeon-general,  500  dollars ;  each  physician  and  surgeon- 
general,  500  dollars ;  each  senior  surgeon,  400  dollars ;  each  iunior  surgeon, 
300  dollars;  each  apotiiecary-general,  400  dollars;  each  apothecary's 
assistant  or  mate,  100  dollars;  each  commissary,  300  dollars;  each  com- 
missary's assistant,  800  dollars ;  each  clerk,  who  is  to  be  pay- master,  800 
dollars;  each  steward,  100  dollars;  each  chaplain,  400 dollars; 

The  same  to  commence  from  the  18th  day  of  August  last. 
EesokMd,  That  all  mates  necessarily  employed  in  the  military  hospital  or 
army  shall,  during  service,  be  entitled  to  the  same  subsistence  as  is  ^ven 
to  regimental  mates,  viz.  100  dollars  per  month. 

MONDAY,  J^ovemher  82,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  soQthern  department,  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  the  84th  of  Octo- 
ber from  major-general  Lincoln,  which  was  read,  together  with  a  list  of 
articles  wanted  for  the  southern  department : 

Ordered,  That  the  list  enclosed  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
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the  board  order  as  many  of  tlie  said  articles  as  can  be  spared,  c<vssist8Qt 
with  the  general  service,  to  be  sent  with  all  despatch  to  the  aoothem  de- 
partment. 

Ordered^  That  the  marine  committee  cive  ever j  assistance  in  their  poieft 
in  forwarding  stores  and  troops  to  Sotttn-Carolina« 

A  petition  from  captain  John  Palfrej,  a  prisoner,  was  read  : 

Order^,  That  the  petitioner  be  permitted  on  parole  to  proceed  to  Bo8ton« 
and  that  his  petition  be  referred  to  the  council*  of  the  sud  state,  to  take  or- 
der thereon. 

Besolvedt  That  the  medical  committee  be  instructed  to  revise  the  sevenl 
resolutions  passed  respecting  the  hospital  department,  and  to  digest  sod 
arrange  them  with  such  amendments  as  maj  make  the  whole  consistent  with 
and  conformable  to  the  alterations  made  bj  Congress  in  the  original  systeo, 
and  report  the  same  to  Congress.  . 

Sesolvedj  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  in 
the  room  *of  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr  Lewis,  who  are  absent :  the  membeifs 
chosen,  Mr.  Griffin  and  Mr.  Harnett. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  baron  de 
Bonstellen,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Mesolved,  That  Conjprss  have  a  due  sense  of  the  zeal  of  the  baron  d^ 
Bonstellen  for  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but  that  it  is  not  comptti- 
We  with  the  present  arrangement  of  the  armj  to  employ  him  in  a  station 
suited  to  his  military  pretensions,  nor  consistent  with  the  principles  estab* 
lished  for  rank  and  promotion  therein^  to  grant  him  the  brevet  he  requests. 
,  Besolvedt  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  referred  to  the  marine 
committee,  to  take  order  thereon. 

TUESDAY,  JVbvemfcr  23, 1779. 

According  to  order.  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whol^ 
and  after  some  time  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Plater  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  report  of  tte  com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means»and  come  to  a  conclusion  thereon,  whickhf^ 
was  diitected  to  report : 

The  report  being  read, 

"  That  Dills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  Mr.  J.Jay,  to  the  amount  of  i^  100, 
000  sterling,  and  on  Mr.  Henry  Laurens  to  the  amount  of  £  100,000  ster* 
ling,  payable  at  six  months  sight ;  and  that  the  same  be  sold  at  the  current 
rate  of  exchange." 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  that  the  first  question  be*  that  bills  of  ex- 
change be  drawn  on  Mr.  J.  Jay,  to  the  amount  of  £  100,000  sterling,  paya- 
ble at  six  months  sight;  and  that  the  same  be  sold  at  the  current  rate  of 
exchange. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes» 


Shippen,  *y?  *y 


Pennaykaniap  Mr.  Searie^ 

Shippei 

M'Cfenc^  ay* 

Maryland,       Mr.  Phter,  ^y\&r 

Fcvbci^  DoJ 

N'CarMm,     Mr.  Himett*  ^2m 

Shsrp^  *y  5 

S.  CarolinOf     Hr.  Matthewgy  a/  ^J 


M.»Ean^Mref  Mr.  Peabody  ^iyyay 

MoMt^itu-Bajf^'Ux,  Lovell, 

Holtei), 

Patridge, 
COfmeeticutf     Mr.  Huntington, 

Shennan, 

Root, 
J^ew  Ttrk,       Mr.  Schuyler, 

Living^ston, 
MuhJeney,     Ifa*.  Witherspoon,    ay 

Scudder, 

Pen.  .. 

Houaton,  ay}         f 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  part:  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  tlH'ee  be  appointed  to  report  on  the  nsa 
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ner  of  carryiDg  the  aboTe  resohitioii  into  eftet :  the  membcn  dMMen,  Mr. 
Livingsten,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Gerrr. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  appointed  to  the  board  of  war,  in  the  room 
rfMr.  Atlee :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  R.  R.  Liiin^ton. 

Ee»jlved,  That  the  board  of  treasncjr  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  or 
more  special  commissioners  of  accounts  m  conjunction  wi^  any  one  or  two 
of  the  commissioners  already  appointed,  to  proceed  to  Maryland^  in  order 
to  settle  such  public  accounts  as  the  said  board  shall  direct. 

WBDNBSDAT,  Mwember  24,  1779. 

Hie  delegates  of  Connecticut  laid  before  Congress  their  credentials^ 
which  were  read. 

The  delegates  of  New-Hampshire  laid  before  Congress  the  credentials  of 
their  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Bestdved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  of  foreign  affiiirs : 
the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr.  LiTingston. 

A  letter,  of  the  2Sd,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ; 

Orieredp  That  it  be  reterred  to  the  marine  committee  to  take  order 
(hereon,  and  that  the  quarter-master  be  discharged  from  procuring  a  vessel 
to  forward  stores  to  South-Carolina,  as  directed  by  the  resolution  of  the 
llthinstatlt. 

On  petition  of  John  Palfrey : 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  SQd  on  his  former  petition  be  re-consi- 
dered and  repealed,  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  president 
and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  to  take  order  thereon. 

A  letter,  of  the  £2d,  from  Dr.  J.  Morgan,  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  Br» 
Shippen  being  first  furnished  with  a  copy  thereof. 

THURSDAY,  AVvemfer  25,  1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whefeupon,  Congress  came  to 
the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  Congress,  by  sundry  resolutions,  have  provided  thatclotiiingbe 
furnished  to  officers  of  the  line  and  others  at  prices  proportioned  to  their 
pa^;  but  no  enumeration  of  the  articles  intended  to  be  comprehended  in  a 
suit  of  clothes,  having  been  made  or  any  rules  explicitly  lain  down  for  the 
delivery  of,  or  payment  for  the  same : 

ReuXved,  That  the  following  articles  be  delivered  as  a  suit  of  clothes  for 
the  cacfent  and  every  succeeding  year  of  their  service,  to  the  officers  of  the 
line  and  ataff,  entitled  by  any  resolution  of  Congress  to  receive  tiie  same,  viz. 

One  bat,  one  watch-coat,  one  body-coat,  four  vests,  one  for  winter  and 
three  for  summer,  four  pair  of  breeches,  two  for  winter  and  two  for  summer, 
four  shirts,  four  stocks,  six  jpair  of  stockings,  three  pair  thereof  worsted  and 
three  of  thread,  four  pair  or  shoes. 

For  which  articles  of  clothing  the  officers  shall  pay,  on  receipt  thereof, 
one  half  more  than  the  prices  at  which  the  same  were  currently  sold  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  April,  1775;  and  for  this  end,  the  pur- 
chasing agents  employed  on  continental  account  shall  transmit  to  the  cloth- 
ier-general, with  the  clothing  Utitj  shall  respectively  purchase,  the  prices 
marked  thereon  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  and  also  correct  ineoices  of  the  same, 
and  copies  of  such  rates  and  invoices,  to  the  board  of  war.  And  all  clothing 
purchased  on  continental  account  by  tlie  respective  states  shall  be  valued, 
marked  and  invoiced  in  like  manner,  and  copies  of  such  invoices  and  rates 
also  transmitted  to  the  board  of  war  and  the  clothier-general :  the  clothing 
so  purchased  shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  sub  or  state-clothiers,  to 
be  issued  by  them  to  the  regimental -clothiers,  and  by  the  latter  to  the^offi- 
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cere  of  the  regiments  and  corps ;  and  the  said  regimental-clothiers  ahalt 
receive  from  the  officere,  on  deliver  j  of  the  clothings  the  prices  thereof  w 
fixed ;  and  they  shall  everj  three  months  settle  their  accounts  of  monies  re- 
ceived for  clothing;  with  the  auditors  of  the  army  in  which  thej  shall  senre» 
and  pky  the  monies,  which  in  such  settlements  snail  be  found  chargeable  to 
them  or  in  their  hands,  to  the  ]>ajr-master  general  or  deputy  paj-router 
general  of  the  army  or  detachment  m  which  such  regimental-clothiers  shall 
serve.  And  the  said  paj-master  ceneral  or  deputy  pay-master  general  shall 
make  returns  of  the  amount  of  all  such  monies  so  received  to  the  board  of 
treasury,  that  the  said  pay-master  general  or  deputjr  pay-master  general 
8iay  be  duly  charged  with  tbe  same.  The  auditors  making  such  settlcmeoti 
witn  the  regimental-clothiere,  shall  transmit  to  the  paj-master  or  depu^ 

Say-master  general  abstracts  of- such  settlements,  specifying  the  baiaoces 
ue  frcftn  the  regimental -clothiera  respectively,  that  in  cases  of  neglect,  they 
may  be  duly  cafled  on  for  payment  of  the  same :  copies  of  such  ab&tiacts 
shall  also  be  transmitted  to  tne  board  of  treasury.  Excepting  from  this  rule 
of  distribution  all  staif-officere  not  taken  from  tiie  line,  who  are  to  receive 
their  clothing  immediately  from  the  clothier-general ;  or,  if  attached  to  the 
corps  of  or  residing  in  any  state  at  a  distance  from  the  clothier-genertrs 
store,  from  the  sub-clothier  of  such  state ;  paying  for  the  same  at  the  rates 
aforesaid.  And  all  monies  so  received  by  the  clothier-general  or  sob  or 
«  state-clothiers,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  ac- 
counts thereof  duly  transmitted  to  the  board  of  treasury.  The  clothier- 
general  to  be  charsed  i^  the  settlement  of  his  contingent  account  with  the 
monies  so  received,  and  the  sub  or  state-clothiers  to  be  accountable  for  and 
pay  the  monies  received  by  them,  to  the  order  of  the  executive  of  the  state 
^ppointingj  them  respectively ;  and  the  state  to  l)e  charged  in  its  clothing 
account  with  the  amount  of  such  monies.  Excepting  also  all  staff-officers 
who  receive  commissions  on  their  expenditures  of  public  monies,  who  are 
not  to  receive  any  clotfaine  provided  at  continental  expense. 
.  That  all  clothing  issued  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  inlist- 
ed  artificere  and  wagonere,  beyond  that  allowed  to  them  as  a  bounty,  sliill 
also  be  valued  and  paid  for  at  the  rate  before-mentioned ;  but  no  non<om- 
missioned  officer,  soldier,  wagoner  or  artificer,  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase 
in  any  one  year,  out  of  the  public  store,  any  other  additional  articles  than 
those  of  hats,  hose,  shirts  and  shoes,  and  not  more  of  these  than  are  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  not  exceeding  the  number  of  the  like  articles  allowed 
as  their  bouifty  clothing. 

That  all  the  clothing  before-mentioned  for  officers  in  the  line  and  sol- 
diers, shall  be.issued  on  returns  certified  by  the  commanding-officer  of  tbe 
corps  to  which  they  belong;  all  clothing  to  staff-officers  on  the  certificates  of 
their  principal  with  the  army  or  in  the  district  within  which  they  shall  serve; 
to  artificers,  on  tlie  certificate  of  the  commanding-officer  of  their  corps  jand 
to  wagonere  on  the  certificate  of  the  quarter-master  general,,  one  of  the 
assistant  quarter-mastere  general  or  of  the  deputy  quarter-master  general 
employing  them,  or  of  the  wagon-master  general  or  deputy  wagon-master 
general  under  whom  they  serve. 

That  no  staff-officer,  artificer  or  winner,  not  being  engaged  for  at  least 
one  year,  shall  receive  clothing  ;  and  if  any  such  officer,  artificer  or  waion- 
er,  being  en^ged  for  one  year  or  more,  after  receipt  of  such  clothing,  mall 
quit  the  service  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  or  they  are  or 
shall  be  engaged,  he  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  full  value  of  such 
clothine,  and  be  subject  to  all  other  penalties  and  inconveniences  attending 
his  or  their  breach  of  contract,  or  desertion. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissipner  of  the  board  of 
treasury;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  John  Gibson  was  elected. 
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A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qerrj,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Sherman,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

*'  Whereas  it  maj  be  hishly  iniurions  to  the  interest  of  these  United 
States,  to  permit  candidates  for  public  offices  to  vote  in  or  otherwise  influence 
their  own  elections : 

Eaohed^  That  Congress  will  not  appoint  any  member  thereof  during  the 
time  of  his  sitting,  or  within  six  months  after  he  shall  haye  been  in  Con- 
gress, to  any  office  under  the  said  states  for  which  he  or  any  other  for  his 
benefit  may  receive  any  salary,  fees  or  other  emolument." 

WhereuDon,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  8earie,te 
postpone  tne  consideration  thereof : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 


no) 
»y>»y 
ay)       ' 
no  ^ 

no  >•    * 


no 


H'Bampahirej  Ur.  Peabody, 
Mast^Bn9'Ba9f,  Kr.  G^ry, 

LoveU 

Holten, 

Patndge, 
MAode-JUand,  Mr.  Marchant^ 
CatmeeUcui,      Mr.  Huntington, 

Sliermui, 

Root^ 
Hew^lbrit,        Mr.  Schuyler, 

livingfton. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Schuyler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  after  the 
words  **in  Congress,"  to  insert  the  woi*ds  *^  unless  he  shall  have  been  de- 
prived of  his  seali  by  the  act  of  the  lq;islature  of  the  state  which  he  repre- 
aented»" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 


JVhv-Jiarsey,      Mr.  Sciidder, 

Fell, 
Houston, 
Pemuijfbama,  Mr.  M<Clene, 
Hiaryland^         Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
Pir^a^  '  Mr.  Griffin, 
N,-i!ar9kna,      Mr.  Harnett 

Sharpe, 
A^CwMm,      Mr.  Ifatthewi 


no  ^no 


no  ^o ,  \MwhJiermgt      Mr.  FeD, 


Houston, 
PetmtyhamOf  Mr.Shippen, 

M<Clene, 


no 
no 

no 
no 


N'HamptUte,   Ifr.  Peabody, 
Mmfmtt^Bmf,  Mr.  Geny, 

Lov^ 

Holten, 

Patridge, 
Jamib-Mmd^  Mr.  Marchant, 
Cmmtduui^      Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 

Root, 
JStw-Ycark^        Mr.  Schuyler, 

livmgston, 

So  it  jessed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Schuyler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  to  add  ti 
the  original  motion  as  follows,  '*  unless  to  the  office  of  ambassaaor,  pleni|)o- 
tentiary  or  envoy  to  a  foreign  state,  and  unless  to  the  office  of  a  commis- 
sioner to  negotiate  a  foreign  loan." 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 


B^xryutndf 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Phter, 

Forbesb 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.Hamet^ 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


?no 
^no 

no  ^  ♦ 

no  y no 


NewJersey,      Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 

Pemuyhaniat  Mr.  Shippen, 

M'Clene, 


N.'Bdmpakin^  Mr.  Peabody, 
MassUtU'Batft  Ur.  Gerry, 

Lovell, 

Hohen, 

Patridge, 
M^de-Mmd,  Mr.  Marchant, 
Connectieutf     Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 

Boot, 
KtuyT^rk,       Mr.  Schiller, 

ULvnigstoo, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Holten,  seconded  by^Mr.^ 
Marchant.  .  "       ' 


Aiarylandt 

Viteinia^ 
'N.'Sarolittaf 

S,'Car^ina^ 


Mr.  Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Sharpe, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
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xaaamasoBOi 


Qn  which  the  yeag  tod  nayi  bmg  reqaired  hj  Mr.  Oeiry, 


Jfn'Bampahire,  Mr.  Peabody, 


Jtrof^JMv 


HoHen, 

Fatridge^ 
Mr.  Marchanty 
Mr.  Hantingtoiii 

Sherman^ 

Bool, 


no  ^no 
no 

•y 
»y 

no 
ay  >*y 


div. 


MvhJenetff 
f^aryUmdf 


noVay     K'VaroUi 
ay3 


oUoMf 


o.- CauBfifMi^ 


Mr.  Fell, 

Houston^ 
Mr.  Shippea, 

M'Clene^ 
Mr.  Plater, 

FoAes, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Harnett, 

Shane, 
Mr.  Ma^t^w^ 


nay 

IIO^IIO 


Hr.  Schuyler, 
livingst^n^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  sflBnnstive^aad  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Root, 

Mfsdvedp  That  the  departmefits  of  the  quarter-master  general  and  of  the 
com«iissariefli'<geoeral  of  purchases  aid  isauies  be,  for  the  future,  under  the 
superiiitendeiicy  and  direction  of  the  board  of  war ;  and  that  the  committee 
of  Ceng;ress  on  those  departments  deliver  over  to  the  board  of  war  alipapecf 
in  their  hands  respecting  them,  and  thereupon  be  discharged. 

FRIDAY,  JiTovemher  26,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Gibson,  was  road,  accepting  the  office  ofeen* 

ndssioner  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

A»o2rsd,  That  the  returns  for  clothing  for  officers  in  the  medical  staff. 

(rennental  smmons  and  their  mates,  who  are  to  draw  with  the  rcgimeotsi 

staf*,  excepted)  DO  signed  by  the  director-eeneral  or  the  nhysician-gcaeni 

Sid  surgeon-general  of  the  district,  and  such  clothing  shall  be  delivered  ei* 
er  by  9ie  ctoitfiiar-general,  or  any  sub-clothier  in  the  state  in  which  Iht  offi- 
ce to  receive  clothing  shall  reside,  as  is  provided  in  the  casns  irf'otter  staif 
officers  not  taken  from  the  line : 

That  no  clothing  shall  be  sold  or  delivered  to  non-commissioned  officers 
or  soldiers  beyond  the  articles  they  have  received  as  their  bounty,  until  the 
whole  flf  the  army  shall  have  received  their  bounty  clothing,  it  betngthe  is^ 
tention  hereof  that  the  surplus  only  shall  be  disposed  of. 
49lD  notion  of  Mr.  Scbuyief,  seconded  by  Mn  Matlhews, 
Besolvedf  That  when  any  oommittee  appointed  by  Congress  have  prepared 
fheir  report,  the  same  shall  bedeliverea  to  the  secretary  at  the  taMe,  who 
shall  immediately  endorse  thereon  the  day  of  delivery,  and  if  more  than  one 
Hce  delivered  on  the  same  day,  the  first  shall  be  endorsed  No.  1,  the  second 
No.  ^apd  80  on,  to  the  intent  that  on  the  following  day,  after  the  journals, 
and  any  despatches  which  may  have  been  received,  and  ^e  reports  from  tlie 
board  of  treasury  and  board  of  war  are  severally  read,  decided  up<m  or  post- 
poned, the  reports  of  the  committees  may  be  read  in  the  order  of  the  oates 
and  numbers  endorsed  on  them. 

I  Congress  proceeded  io  the  election  of  commissioners  for  the  board  of  adnf* 
raltjr,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Thomas  Waring,  esq.  and  William  Whip- 
ple, 084«  were  lAocted. 

SATURDAY.  JV'avember  97, 1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  ceosisting 
of  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Morris,  on  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  October 
last,  from  m^or-general  Schuyler ;  and  thereupon  agreed  to  Ibe  fd^l^ving 
answer  to  the  said  letter : 

**Sia:  Notwithstanding  the  many  injuries  committed  by  the  savsgeSj 
ONq^rees  are  disposed  to  peace ;  the  conditions  on  which  Aey  insist  are. 

First,  that  it  shall  be  sopplicated  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  \  secondly,  that 
they  shall  surrender  ail  the. Americans  in  their  hands;  thinUy,  that  thrj 
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shall  expel  all  British  agents  and  emiMariea ;  fourthly,  that  thev  shall  cove- 
nant to  deliver  up  such  as  shall  hereafter  go  among  tnem ;  fifthly,^  thi^  they 
shall  coTenant  not  to  take  up  the  hatchet  again  nnoer  penalty  of  beiu^  driven 
liroin  tlneir  country ;  and  sixthly,  that  they  shall  give  hostages  for  their  strict 
adhereoce  to  the  promises  to  l>e  by  them  made." 

To  wkich  it  was  moved  by  Mr;  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Houston,  to  add 
"and  ^hat  Congress  are  willing  to  accept  of  any  cession  of  territory  which 
the  said  Indians  may  be  inclined  to  make  to  the  United  States,  reserving  to 
any  particular  state  their  right  of  a  prior  claim  to  the  territory  aforesaid,  or 
any  part  thereof." 

Ad  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Schuyler^ 
to  add, "  which  cession  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  such  state  as  may  have  a 
pnor  right." 

On  iniich  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

N-OnmfMi^,  Mr.Peabody. 
Mm^HtU-Bmyti^,  Gerty* 

Holten, 
Mad^hhndt   Ifr.  Harcfaant, 
Mr.  HiHBtangton, 


Shemuui, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 

livingaton, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 


no  Siio 

>no 
I  no 

^no 


no 
no 
no 


no 
no 


Pennayioamm,  Mh  S«arlc^ 

Muhlenberg', 

M*Ckne, 

Shippen, 

Mr.  Totbea, 
Plater, 

Mr.  Ciriifiiv 

Mr.  Uainett, 
Shaipe, 

Mr.  Mattnewa^ 


FtrgtmOf 


S.'CaroHnOf 


So  it  passed  in  the'negative. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Shatpe. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes» 


M-MampMre^  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mm^stu-JSay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveU 


ay  >ay 


AeuhThrk^ 


Holten, 

Patridge, 
Mr.Mardiant, 
Ifr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 
Ifr.  Schuyler, 

Livingston, 
Mr.  FeU, 

Houston, 


PtnngyioanUip   Mr.  Searie, 

Muhlenberg^ 

M*Clene, 

Shippen, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Forbes 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  HatnelC^ 
Sharpe, 

Mr.Matthewi, 


Marjfkmd, 


S,'CanfkHh 


So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  die  main  question  was  set  asidr# 
A  osotion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Marehant,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Vbites, 
'*  That  it  be  one  condition  of  the  peace,  that  no  lead  be  sold  or  ceded  by 
any  of  the  said  Indians,  either  as  individnds  or  as  a  nation,  unless  to  thi 
United  States  of  America  or  by  die  consent  of  Congress." 
OnVhicb  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mn  Gerr^seoonded  by 
'  -.  Sharpe,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  betng  requircit  by  Mr.  MaTcluuit» 


N.'Hamp8kirt,  Mr.  Peabody, 
Aiam'Hit'Mf,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveU, 
Holten, 
Patnc^ 
Rh0de»bkmd,    Mr.  Msicfaant^ 
C^nnediaa,    '  Mr.  Huntington* 

Sherman, 
^fkw^Ttrh,        Mr.  Schuyler, 

livingitoa, 
I^a»^§ejf,      Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 


*y 


no  yao 

•y 

•y 
«y 

no  )4io 


PennsjfhHsma,  Mr.  Seaxie^ 

Mulilenbcig', 

M<Cfeii^ 

Shippen, 

Mr.  Plater, 
F0fb6% 

Ifr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Hflmet^ 
Shaitee^ 

Mr.lfrttfaew^ 


S^COnSnOf 


Se  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  (he  main  questton  was  set  aside* 
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MONDAY,  J^wember  29,  1779. 

The  delegates  of  New-Jersej  laid  before  Congress  the  credentials  of  their 
appointment  for  the  year  ensuing,  which  were  read,  and  bj  which  it  appears 
that  the  honourable  John  Fell,  William  Cfaurchhill  Houston,  and  Taomu 
Henderson,  esars.  were  duly  elected. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  the  manner  in  which  the  resolution  of  the  2dd  inst.  relative  to  the 
drawing  bills  of  exchange  on  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Laurens,  shall  be  carried  into 
execution;  Whereupon, 

Resdlv^,  That  the  bills  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  boinf  of 
treasury,  and  with  such  checks  as  they  may  devise  to  prevent  couoterfeits, 
and  be  signed  by  the  treasurer  of  loans : 

That  so  many  of  the  bills  as  the  treasury  board  shall,  from  timetotiDef 
th^nk  proper  to  issue,  be  pdt  into  the  handfs  of  the  continental  loan-officer 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  any  other  state ;  and  that  the  botrd«of 
treasury  direct  the  lowest  rate  of  exchange  at  which  the  same  may  be  sold: 

That  the  board  of  treasury  may,  at  their  discretion,  suspend  the  sale  of 
such  bills,  reportii^  to  Congress  their  reasons  for  so  doing,  that  thej  maj 
receive  directions  thereon : 

That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  be,  and  thej*  are  hereby  directed  to 
write  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Laurens,  informing  them  of  the  drafts  that  will  be 
made  u^n  them,  and  explaining  fiiUy  the  reasons  that  urge  Congre»  to 
draw,  directing^  them  to  keep  up  a  mutual  correspondence  and  tXm  each 
other  every  assistance  in  procuring  money  to  pay  the  bills : 

That  1-8  per  cent,  on  monies  received  m  payment  for  the  said  bills,  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  nersons  entrusted  with  the  sale  thereof: 

That  no  bill  be  drawn  for  a  less  sum  than  the  amount  of  £  SO  sterifng. 

On  the  <]uestion  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  resolutions*  the  yeas  and  oajs 
being  required  by  Mr.  uerry, 


NeuhBampshire,  Mr.  Peabody,  ay  }  ay 

Ma»9^'ft9'JBay,     Mr.  Geny,  no  >    ^ 

Patridge,  00$**** 

JMo<i^if/afll4       Mr.  Marching  ay  ^ay 

Connecticut,        Mr.  Huntington,  ay  )  ^ 

Shennan,  no  J 

JVhp-r«Hb,  Mr.  Schuyler,  .  ay  > 

livingston,  ayj  ^ 


NtwJarHy,         Mr.  Fell,  ^\^, 

Houston,      ly  S 

PenfiayAMMM,      Mr.  Searie, 

M«Cleae, 
Shippenr 

MaryUmd,  Mr.  Plater, 

Poibes^ 

X-CanUna,        Mr.  Hametl^ 

&harpe» 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  letter,  of  die  Slst  of  October,  from  major-general  Lincoln,  wss  read, 
enclosing  a  letter  of  the  5th  of  the  same  month,  from  lieutenant-colonel 
Bedaulx,  riving  information  of  the  death  of  brigaidier  count  Pulaski. 

Besolvd,  That  a  mennment  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  bri|;adier  covnt 
Pulaski,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolstiea 
for  that  purpose :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Livingston  iBd 
Mr.  Harnett. 

The  committee  on  thetreasury  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Se9ohed,  That  10,000,140  dollars,  being  in  full  of  the  200,000,000  of 
dollars,  be  emitted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  treasury,  in  bills  of  credit  of  tfie  following  denanioft* 
tions,  viz. 

26,316  bills  of  40  dolbn»  1*^^ 

^16    do.    35  921.96a 

26,316    do.    30  789,4» 


26,316  bilU  of  65  dollaxv,  1,709,640 

26^ir    do.    60  1,579,020 

26,316    do.    55  1,447,380 

36,316     do.    50  1,315,800 

36,816     do.    45  1,184;220 


lOtOOO^l^O 


That  the  said  bills,  excepting  the  numbersj  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date 
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as  the  emissions  direeted  on  the  17th  of  Noreniber  instant,  and  be  nam- 
bered  from  the  last  onmber  in  every  denomination  prwressivel  v. 

Besolved^  Thatthe  treasurer  be  directed  to  retain  inliis  hancTs  4,000»000 
of  dollars  of  the  sum  this  day  ordered  to  be  emitted,  for  discharging  such 
warrants  as  may  be  hereafter  issued  for  supplying  the  severai  military -chests. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  late  on  the 
commissary  and  quarter-master's  departments,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let* 
ter  of  the  10th  of  October  last  from/.  Wadsworth,  esq.  commissary -general 
of  purchases;  Whereupon, 

Bmobatd^  That  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  commissary-general  of  purchases, 
hare  leave  to  resign  his  office  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  agreeable  to 
jus  request,  and  that  he  settle  his  accounts  with  the  public  as  soon  after  he 
is  out  of  office  as  may  be,  agreeably  to  the  directions  ot  the  board  of  treasury. 

TUESDAY,  nN\nsemher  30, 1779. 

Mr.  Ellerjr,  a  delegate  for  Rhode-Island,  attended,  and  took  his  seat. 

Tlie  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Gerry  and  Mr.  Houston,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  a 
letter  of  the  20th,  from  gen  Washington,  brou^t  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Aawfoflil,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  repair  to  head  auar- 
tera  and  confer  wiUi  the  commander  in  chief,  on  the  state  of  the  southern 
department: 

nThat  the  said  committee,  previous  to  their  departure,  confer  with  the 
comnuttee  appointed  to  corresoond  with  the  commanding  officer  in  the  south- 
era  departsMnt,  who  are  hereby  directed  to  furnish  them  with  all  snch  in* 
telligence  relating  to  the  same  as  has  been  received : 

That  the  committee  also  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  lepers  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  H^n  Juan  de  Mirailles,  ana  report  to 
CoDffress  such  measures  as  to  the  conferrees  may  seem  most  advisable  to 
be  tuen : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  apply  to  any  of  the  states  he  may  think 
imyper  for  such  number  of  militia  as  tie  may  judge  requisite,  to  replace  the 
troops  detached  or  which  may  be  detached  to  the  southward :  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Schuyler  and  Mr.  Marchant. 

Congress  took  mto  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr«  Livingston,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Matthews,  on  a  letter  of  the  6th  ot 
October  from  Mr.  W.  Bingham  ;  Whereupon, 

Beaolned^  That  Mr.  Bingham's  letter  of  the  6th  of  October  last,  widi 
the  papers  enclosed  therein,  and  marked  No.  1, 2,  3,  4,  toeether  with  a  cer« 
tified  copy  of  his  appointment  to  the  place  of  continental  agent,  be  trans;* 
mitted  by  the  president  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  with  the  following  letter : 

*'  GsNTLEif  EN,  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed 
papers  from  Mr.  Bingham.  They  contain  an  account  of  his  proceedings 
relative  to  a  vessel  said  to  be  Danish  property,  captured  by  the  sloop  Pilgrim, 
and  carried  into  Martinique,  about  which,  as  he  says,  a  suit  is  now  com- 
menced against  him  in  your  superior  court.^  Upon  a  full  examination  of 
the  pftpen,  you  will  judge  of  the  measures  which  ought  to  be  adopted  to  pre- 
vent, on  the  one  hand,  injustice  to  individuals,  and  on  the  other,  the  embar- 
rassment of  agents,  who  are  obliged  to  conform  to  the  will  of  the  ruling 
Swers  at  the  place  of  their  residence.  As  courts  are  now  instituted  at 
artinique  for  the  trial ^of  such  causes.  Congress  submit  to  you  whether 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  stop  the  suit  already  commenced  till  judgment 
la  obtained  upon  the  principal  question ;  after  which  it  will  be  in  Mr.  Bing- 
ham's power  to  diicharge  himself  by  delivering  to  the  true  owners  the  pro- 
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perty  placed  in  his  hmndt  for  their  use.  If  jou  should  bo  of  a  ooatniy 
opinion*  they  requeat  you  to  fumigh  Mr.  Bing^ai'a  agent  with  tlw  eftcloMd 
papers.  I  am,  &c.'' 

Congress  took  into  conaideratioo  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  9th  inst.  from  major-seneral  SuUivao,  which  b  aafollowac 

<'  That  Congress  have  a  lust  sense  of  the  services  and  aUlitiea  of  rnqtr- 
general  Sullivan,  and  ereatty  regret  the  indispositioa  which  deprnrea  llieaicf 
so  gallant  an  oflScer ;  that  as  gen.  Sallivan's  nealth  will  not  penmt  hia  cob« 
tinuance  in  the  American  army,  his  resignation  be  accepted.'' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody»  to  stifte 
out  the  words  **  that  as  gen.  Sullivan's  health,"  &c.  to  the  end,  in  crder  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  *'an'd  that  gen.  Sullivan  have  leave  to  retire  fram  the 
service  so  long  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  hia  keaitiL" 

On  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  P 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody^ 


N.'Hampthhre^  Mr.  Peabodf, 
JUoft'atri^ JBS^y,  Mr.  Gerty, 

LcyveH, 
Patridge, 
Matk-Ufand,   Mr.  Mftrchant^ 


Connecticut^ 
New-Jersey^ 


Mr.  Huntington, 
Shetrnan, 

Mr.  Schuyler, 
LivingBton, 

Mr.  Fell, 
^    Houston, 


PenmybntiCf  Mbr.  Sestle^ 

MuUedbeig', 
Shippa^ 
MClene, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Qfifflt^  « 
Mr.Hamet^ 
flfaaipe^ 


diUBoyiandf 

PiSrgitda, 
N.'C€nina, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  ajgree  to  the  report,  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe* 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant, 
.  Resolved^  That  the  president  be  requested  to  return  the  thanks  of  Con* 
gross  to  major-general  Sullivan  for  his  past  services. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livinsston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody, 
Besolvedf  That  the  bpara  of  war  be  directed  to  procnre  from  the  qiaiter- 
roaster  general,  the  commissaries-general,  the  forage-master  and  the  barrack- 
master  general,  a  return  of  all  the  assistants,  deputies,  officers,  agenta,  aad 
other  persona  employed  in  their  respective  departments,' the  districts  in  wluch 
thev  are  so  employed,  and  the  terms  upon  which  they  are  engaged  |  and  that 
suen  returns  be  made  by  the  first  day  of  January  next 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marchant  have  leave  of  aboence :  that  Mr.  Schayler 
have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  1,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  post- 
office;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  the  post-master  general  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  treasury,  to  be  by  them  adjusted  and  liquidated ; 

That  the  salary  of  the  post-master-general  be  increased  to  3,500  dollsn 
per  annum,  to  commence  the  first  day  of  September  laat : 

That  the  comptroller's  salary  be  increased  to  2,500  dollars  per  anaaiDi  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  September. 

THURSDAY,  Aeeemier  fi,  1779. 
Mr.'W.  Floyd  and  Mr.  Sara  L'Hommedieu,  delegates  for  die  state  of  New- 
York,  attended,  and  having  severally  produced  an  exemplification  sigped  fay 
tlie  governor,  and  with  the  great  seal  of  the  state  appendent,  of  a  commii* 
aion  to  delegates  for  that  state  in  Congress,  in  which  their  namea  aie'    *~ ' 
ed,  they  tooK  their  seats  in  Congress. 
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A  letter,  of  the  2d,  frem  MorgaB  Conner,  lieutenant-colonel  commandant 
of  the  7th  Pennajtranm  regitnen^  was  read,  requesting  leave  of  absence,  that 
he  maj  make  a  Tojage  to  the  West-Indies  for  the  recovery  of  his  health* 
and  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  £dd  of  November  from  gen.  Washington^  approv* 
inrhis  request  and  referring  him  to  Congress  for  obtaining  it ;  Whereupon, 

Jfosofovii,  That  lientenant-colonel  Morgan  Conner  have  leave  of  absence 
bt  six  aranths,  and  that  he  maj  make  a  vojagf^  to  the  West-Indies  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

A  nsport  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon,   . 

X^tmi^  That  Moas.  I'Eclise  receive  the  pajr  and  subsistence  of  a  cap« 
tsm,  during  the  pleasure  of  Concress : 

Thftt  M  soon  as  clothing  shalT  be  provided  for  the  stafi'of  the  armj,  and 
the  state  clothier  of  New-Vork  shall  be  thereby  enabled  to  deliver  out  the 
lame,  he  be  directed  bj  the  board  of  war  to  furnish  Mons.  PEcUse  with  a 
suit  of  clothes  on  the  terms  on  which  clothing  ts  delivered  to  the  officers  of 
the  sta£  egreetfbl^  to  the  resalatioii  of  the  ft5tl  ultimo. 

CoQg^^UB  toc^  into  coasileratioa  the  report  of  the  late  committee  on  the 
oaarter-maeter  and  comDiiesarj:^eneral*s  departments,  to  whom  was  re- 
mred  a  memorial  of  B-  Btoine»  oepuij  oMainissary-general  of  purchases, 
of  the  SSrtb  of  October  last ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress,  an  es- 
timate of  the  JM^visions  wanted  for  one  year  from  the  1st  instant,  for  the 
army  #f  the  f fnited  States ;  and  that  thev  inform  themselves  from  the  couf 
Sttl  of  France  what  provisions  will  probably  be  wanted  for  the  fleets  of  our 
ally  in  the  ensning  year,  and  also  report  the  same. 

Jfesolua^  That  the  marine  committee  he  directed  to  report  to  Congress 
aa  eetimale  of  the  provisions  that  will  be  wanted  for  one  j^ear,  from  the  1st 
iDStaBt  fur  the  nav v  of  the  United  States. 

Congness  proceeued  to  the  election  of  a  commissary-general  of  purchases  | 
aad«  the  faaUots  being  taken,  Ephraim  Blaine,  esc}.  was  elected*  ' 

FRIDAY,  December  3, 1779. 

Coqaess  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  board  o 
admirsTty ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  George  Bryan^  esq.  was  elected 
having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Sherman. 

The  menmers  of  Congress  elected  for  the  said  board,  ve  Mr.  Floyd,  and 
Mr»  Forbes ;  Mr.  3*  Brown  was  ele<?ted  secretary  of  the  board  of  admiialty» 

SATURDAY.  December  4,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  29di  of  November  last,  from  general  WashingtoUy  waa 
mad ;  Whereupon, 

BcBolved,  That  general  Washin^on  be  informed  it  is  the  desire  of  Con** 
g^^eoa,  that  the  troops  of  the  Viigmia  line  be  immediately  put  in  motion* 
agreeably  to  what  is  mentioned  in  the  form^  part  of  his  letter. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  the 
hoard  be  instructed  to  take  measures  for  carrying  in^  elocution  the  viewa- 
of^  the  general. 

A  motion  wis  made  by  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  if  Mr.  Fell, 

**  That  major-generarcharles  Lee  be  informed  that  Congress  have  no  fur- 
ther occasion  fiv  his  smrvioies  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America.'' 
..  On  which  the  previous  question  bejug  moved  by  Mr.  Ellery^  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gerry,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery, 

y^HampMrCf  Mr.  Peabody,  ay  ^y  Rhtde-hland,   Mr.  Eller^,  ay  )-ay 

.U<ttf*«/(«.JIai/,  Mr.  Gerry,  ay)  QmneeHeut,     Ifbr,  HuatingtOB^      *®lno 

LpveU,  *y>av  Shennan,  noC"'' 

Holten,  ooi   ^  New-Tork,        JAr.  LavingsCoo, 

Patrid^,  ay/ 


Floyd, 
L'Uonunedieuy 


ayUy 
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^rthJeney^       Mr.  Fell,  ^^  2  no 

Houston,  no5 

PemuyhoaniOt    Mr.  Muhlenberg;  ay  i 

Shippen,  ay  \  " 

Mdrjiand,         Mr.  Plater,  "^^ino 


Virgimt^  Mr.  Qrifiiii,  no } « 

N,'Carokna9     Mr,  Harnett,  ay )  .. 

Shame,  noS*"' 

S.'CaroSnat     Mr.  Matthew^  ay  }%y 


I  ' 


Forbes,  no ; 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 

Resolved,  That  J.  Wads  worth,  esq.  be  informed  that  Conrress  hareagretd 
to  accept  of  his  resignation,  and  have  elected  Ephraim  Blaine,  esq.  to  suc- 
ceed him,  but  as  Mr.  Blaine  has  not  ^et  signifiea  his  acceptance,  and  a  fai- 
lore  of  supplies  may  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences,  tiiat  Mr. 
Wadsworth,  with  the  deputies  under  him,  be  desired  to  continue  io  the  bu- 
siness of  supplying  the  army,  until  his  successor  shall  have  accepted  and 
shall  be  in  capacity  to  enter  upon  and  execute  the  duties  of  the  office. 

MONDAY,  December  6, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  2d,  from  s^neral  Washington,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  general  Washina;ton  be  informed  that  Congress  approve 
of  colonel  Baylor's  regiment  of  dragoons*  at  present  commanded  by  lies- 
tenant-colonel  Washington,  being  sent  to  South-Carolina,  and  that  the  board 
of  war  order  them  to  proceed  immediately  to  join  major-general  Lincoln. 
A  report  from  the  board  'of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved^  That  all  officers  who  have  been  or  shall  be  indulged  with  far- 
loughs,  and  who  have  not  joined  or  shall  not  join  their  corps  at  the  expiratian 
of  the  times  limited  therein,  and  all  officers  absent  without  leave,  shall,  when 
practicable  so  to  do,  be  personally  notified  and  directed  by  the  command- 
ing-officer ot  the  corps,  to  join  their  regiment  or  corps  tn  a  reasonable 
time  after  receipt  of  such  notification ;  and  in  case  of  nedect  or  refusal  so 
to  do,  or  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  their  remaining  absent  therefrom^  a 
court*martiai,  on  proof  made  of  such  notice  given  ancf  consequent  neglect 
or  refusal,  shall  proceed  against  such  absentees,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
they  were  present,  and  such  absence  and  neglect  or  refusal  to  i^W^  or 
give  satisfactory  reasons  for  their  continuance  of  absence,  shall  be  sufficient 
cause  for  cashiering,  by  jud^ent  of  the  court-martial,  the  officers  so  noti- 
fied and  neglecting  or  refusing  : 

That  when,  from  the  want  of  information  of  the  residence  of  any  absent 
officer  or  officers,  the  commanding-officer  of  the  corps  or  regiment  shall  not 
have  it  in  his  power  to  send  a  personal  notification,  he  shall  publish  in  the 
newspapers  oi  the  state,  where  such  absent  officer  or  officers  belong  and 
usually  reside,  an  order  requiring  generally  all  absent  officers  belonging  to 
such  corps  or  regiment,  to  join  the  same  in  a  specified  time ;  and  tn  case  of 
neglect  or  refusal  to  appear  within  the  time  limited,  or  before  the  sitting  of 
the  court-martial,  if  such  space  of  time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  courts  be 
reasonable  and  proper,  such  absentee  or  absentees  shall  be  proceeded 
against  in  like  manner  with  those  receiving  personal  notice. 

A  note  from  the  hen.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  was  read, 
relative  to  the  capture  of  an  English  vessel  called  the  Grey-hound,  by  eight 
American  sailors : 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  of  October  the  14tb, 
1777,  be  transmitted  to  the  minister,  and  that  he  be  informed  it  is  the  plea- 
sure of  Congress  that  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  capture  be  paid 
to  the  captors,  agreeably  to  the  said  resolution. 

TUESDAY,  December  7,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  November  the  8th,  from  lieutenant-colonel  Charles  Simi^s, 
was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign : 

Ordered,  That  hia  resignation  be  accepted. 


louHHALs  or  ccmausB,  im. 
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A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  O,  Brjan,  esq.  w«s  read,  declining  to  aecept 
the  f^ce  of  commissioner  of  the  board  of  admiraltj« 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  board  of  ad« 
miraltj;  ano,  the  ballotMbeinff  taken,  Francis  Lewis,  esq.  was  chosen. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  for  the  boArd  of  War ; 
and.  theballott  facing  taken,  colonel  William  Grajson.  was  chosen. 

Aesoitwl,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  on  appeals,  in  th4 
room  of  Mr.  Merchant  and  Mr.  Root :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  L*H0m*> 
medieii  aod  Mr.  Elier j. 

Ordtnd,  That  Mr.  Harnett  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  8,  l^r9. 

Mr.  Thomas  Burke  and  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  delegates  for  the  state  of  North- 
Carolina,  attended,  and  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  F.  Lewis,  was  read,  signifying  his  aoceptance 
of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

A  motion  was  myade  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harnett, 

Thai  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  use  the  best  means  in  their  power, 
Is  forward  by  land  the  Vimnia  troops  to  join  the  southern  army. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  EUery,  seconded  by  Mr.Forbes^ 

That  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  motion  be  postponed  until  th^ 
committee,  who  are  gone  to  head-quarters,  and,  among  otner  things,  were  to 
confer  with  generu  Washington  on  the  state  of  the  southern  department, 
shall  have  reported  the  result  of  their  conference. 

A  dmsioQ  of  the  last  motion  was  called  for,  and  on  the  question  td  post- 

ene  the  consideration  of  the  first  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  feqaired 
Mr.  Matthews, 


H.-BioMiptkirtt  Mr.  Pesbody, 
fSaHfaU9'Ba^^  lir.Loveil, 

Holten, 
Paitridce, 
J2A«<fe4Ua»d;    Mr.  EUery, 

Mr.  Haiinngton, 

Sherman, 
Mr.  Livingston, 
Flo>^ 


^ew-Torhf 


no  ^410 
noCno 
ay  ^y 

noS 
noCno 


L'Hommedieu,  no  j 


AHv-JS^TMy,      Mr.  Fell, 

Houston, 
Pamgyivamaf  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 

Shippen, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Burkei 
Jones, 

Mr.  Matthews, 


no) 


div. 


no 


Maiyland, 
Ftrginia, 


S^CaroUnot 


no 
no 

no>* 
no^ 
noSno 
noS 

HO  ^'UO 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  qf  the  first  motion,  which  being 
amended  by  striking  out  sundir  words : 

On  the  question.  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  forward 
the  Virginia  troops  to  join  the  southern  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Bnolved,  That  ^  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
tward  of  war  about  the  best  method  of  conveying  the  troops  of  the  Virginia 
line  to  join  the  southern  atmj,  by  land  or  by  means  of  any  inland  naviga- 
tion, and  take  order  thereon ;  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Grimn, 
and  Mr.  Matthews. 

Resolvedy  That  k  memi>er  be  elected  for  the  committee  appointed  to  cor- 
respond with  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  in  the 
room  of  Ml".  Marchant :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Burke. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Lewis,  and  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  a  com- 
missioner of  the  board  of  admiralty,  having  vacated  Mr.  Floyd's  seat  it  that 
board,  both  of  them  being  from  the  same  state : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd, 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  board  of  admiralty  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Floyd :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Eilery . 
Vol.  in.  52 
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Resolved^  That  all  matters  heretofore  referred  to  the  inaniie  committee, 
be  tranamitted  to  the  board  of  admiraltj* 

FRIDAY,  December  10,  1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  governor  Jefferson  be  informed  that  Con{;re8S  approve  of 
the  measures  taken  bj^*  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Viqpnia  in  seDdin^to 
the  post  of  Charlotteville,  as  guards  to  the  convention  troops,  a  new  raised 
battalion  of  infantry,  and  a  troop  of  light-horse  of  their  state  troops ;  and 
that  those  troops  be  considered  in  continental  service  and  receive  coatinea- 
talpaj  and  rations,  while  doing  duty  at  the  convention  barracks: 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  the  party  of  colonel  Bland*s 
regiment  of  light-dragoons  now  at  Charlotteville,  to  proceed  to  South-Caro- 
lina forthwith  and  join  the  regiment  there : 

That  Congress  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  condact,  firm- 
ness and  prudence  evidenced  by  colonel  Bland  in  his  command  at  the 
convention  barracks;  but  as  the  state  of  his  health  and  the  situation  of  his 
private  affairs  will  not  permit  him  to  remain  in  command  at  that  post,  geoe- 
ral  Washington  be  directed  to  appoint  a  successor  in  the  command  ti 
colonel  Bland,  who  shall  immediately  proceed  to  the  post,  and  take  apoa 
him  the  direction  of  affairs  there. 

Besohed,  That  the  resig^nation  of  colonel  Bland  be  accepted. 
.    Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  coQiistlfig 
of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Forbes,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let- 
ter of  the  £3d  of  September  from  J.  Bradford ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  instructions  be  sent  to  the  respective  agents  tinder  the 
authority  of  these  United  States,  that  theydo  not  in  future  on  any  consi- 
deration dispose  of  any  part  of  the  continental  share  of  prizes,  unless  it  bt 
of  such  articles  as  are  in  a  perishable  state,  without  orders  for  that  pai^pose. 

SATURDAY,  December  11,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committeei  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Matthew&  and  Mr. 
Sherman,  appointed  to  devise  means  fur  procuring  supplies  for  the  amj; 
and  thereupon, 

,  Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to 
furnish,  for  the  army  of  tne  United  States,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Apnt 
next,  20,000  barrels  of  Indian  corn,  and  transport  the  same  to  such  places 
within  the  said  state  as  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  shall  direct; 

That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  reauested,  iu  additioD 
to  the  15,000  barrels  of  flour  heretofore  required  of  tnemy  to  furnish  for 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  neit, 
5000  barrels  of  floor  and  5000  barrels  of  Indian  corn : 

That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  furnish,  for  the  arm/  of 
the  United  States,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  50,000  barrel) 
of  flour,  or  wheat  in  proportion : 

That  the  10,000  barrels  of  flouri  or  wheat  in  proportion,  heretofore  re- 
quested from  the  state  of  Delaware  by  the  committee  of  Congress^be  for* 
nished  as  soon  as  possible  : 

That  8000  barrels  of  floor  be  requested  from  the  state  of  New-Jersev. 
part  of  which  to  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible,  to  answer  the  imfneditte 
demands  of  the  army : 

That  the  state  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to  furnish,  for  the  arnty  of  the 
United  States,  8000  barrels  of  flour. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report,  be  directed  to 
confer  with  his  excellency  the  president  and  supreme  executive  cooncil  oi 
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Pennsjlytiiia,  in  order  to  tbeir  carrying  into  execution  the  request  of  Con- 
gresft  made  to  their  htate : 

That  letters  be  written  to  the  other  states,  requesting  them  immediatelj 
to  proceed  in  furnishing  the  suppHes. 
fejofc'ed,  That  the  remainder  of  the  teport  be  postponed. 
A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  the  honourable  the  minister  of  France,  was 
read,  r^Uire  to  tiie  proceeds  of  the  vessel  captured  by  eight  American  sea- 
men;  Wher^pon, 

Metoimd^  That  ^e  minister  of  France  be  informed,  that  Congress  approve 

the  pajioe  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  Grey-hound,  which  waa 

captared  by  eight  American  seame^i,  to  the  captors  or  to  their  attomies  in 

e<^uai  Glares;  and  that  measures  will  be  taken  to  convey  intelligence  to  the 

md  capt«>r8. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter,  together  with  his  note  on  this  subject,  be 
referred  to  the  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  aud  Rhode-Island. 

MONDAY,  Jkcember  13,  1779. 

A  manorial  of  Christ.  Hele,  was  read,  prayinj^  to  be  exchanged,  and  to 
have  leave  to  go  to  New-York  upon  his  parole  for  a  few  days,  to  procure  a 
persoo  ui  his  room : 

JUmdvedt  That  Mr.  Hele  be  informed  that  the  praver  of  his  memorial 
cannot  be  granted  until  captain  CunniuKhAm  is  release<C  ts  it  has  been  de- 
termined that  he  must  abide  the  fate  of  that  officer. 

A  letter,  of  the  lltb,  from  Charles  Pope,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Dela* 
ware  r^^nt,  was  read,  praying  leave  to  resign  his  commission : 

BcMved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  a  memwr  be  added  to  the  board  of  treasurvy  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Sharpe,  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Floydf. 

TUESDAY,  l>ecemftfr  14, 1779. 
Mr.  Peno,  a  delegate  for  North-Carolina,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 


Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
aopplies,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  the  aid  of  the  several  states  is  necessarv  in  furnishing  provisions 
for  tbe  army,  and  other  sappUes  for  carrying  on  tne  war ;  and  justice  re- 
quires that  they  be  called  upon  to  furnish*  their  respective  quotas  at  equita- 
ble prices: 

JlemUved^  That  all  the  states  shall  be  called  upon  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  such  supplies  as  may^  from  time  to  time,  be  wanted  for  carrying  on  the 
war  ;  and  in  making  the  requisitions,  due  care  shall  be  taken  to  suit  the 
coDvenieoce  of  the  several  states ;  and  the  articles  by  them  respectively 
foroished  shall  be  credited  towards  their  quotas  of  the  monies  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  raise  for  the  United  States,  at  equal  prices  for  articles 
of  the  same  aind  and  quality,  and  for  others  in  due  proportion  ;  and  the  ac- 
coonts  shall  be  finally  compared  and  ad^sted  so  as  to  do  equity  to  all  th^ 


Oo  passing  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Forbes, 

^^tmsa'ttU'Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoveU, 

Holten, 

Patridge, 
Hhode-hlimd,    Mr.  EUery, 
^Jmrntecticta^      Mr.  Huntiiigton, 

Sherman, 
^^"em-Torkt        Mr.  Livingston, 

L'Uominedieu,  ay 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afllnnative. 


Nathkney^      Mr.  FeO, 

Houston, 

Pamsyhmma^  Mr.  Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

M'Clene, 

Shippen, 

Maryland^         Mr.  Plater, 

Forbe% 

N.JCanHna,      Mr.  Burke, 

Jones, 

S^'CttroUiuh      Mr.  Matthewi» 


^is^  jovBfiALs  or  coNaRESS,  irr9« 


WEDNESDAY*  Ikcitmker  15.  1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereapon, 

Eadoid,  That  BQch  of  the  Virginia  troops  whose  times  of  serrioe  will 
expire  by  the  last  daj  of  March  next,  and  who  inclioe  to  iniist  for  the  usoal 
bounties,  to  serve  daring  the  war,  be  permitted  to  go  home  on  furlough  till 
the  first  day  of  April  next : 

That  sucli  as  do  not  in<iline  thus  tore-inlist,  be  ordered  to  rejoin  the  maio 
army,  except  those  whose  times  of  service  will  expire  bjr  the  last  day  of  De« 
eember  instant,  who  are  to  be  employed  during  the  residue  of  their  service 
as  the  board  of  war  shall  direct. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Baolvid,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislative,  or,  where  vested 
with  competent  authority,  to  the  executive  powers  of  such  of  tfie  states 
where  ^mnaqioes  are  in  force,  to  continue  the  same  ;  and  where  embargoes 
are  not  in  force^tolay  them,  to  prohibit  until  the  1st  dajrof  April  next,  the 
exportation  of  the  several  articles  mentioned  and  described  in  the  resola* 
tiooof  Congress  of  the  21st  of  August  last. 

THURSDAY,  Dtcmh^r  16,  \779. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  a  delegate  for  Connectiedt,  attended  and  took  Us  sest 
In  Congress. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  one  frtm  lientenant- 
colonel  Adams,  requesting  leave  to  take  a  voyage  to  the  Weat*Indies,  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health  ;  Wn^reupon, 

SeMolved,  That  a  furlough  for  six  months  be  granted  to  lieutenant-colonsl 
Peter  Adams,  to  enable  him  to  take  a  voyage  to  the  West-Indies,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

FRIDAY,  December  17, 1779. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  Mr. 
Milligan's  letter,  report. 

That  after  maturely  reflecting  upon  the  ordinance  for  establishing  a  Vward 
of  treasury,  it  appears  evident  to  them  that  Congress  intended  the  auditor- 
general  and  his  assistant  should  examine  the  accounts  and  vouchers  reported 
upon  by  the  chambers  of  accounts,  as  a  check ;  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
boards  IS  of  too  much  importance  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  in  order  that  the 
inteption  of  Congress  may  be  fully  complied  with,'  the  board  bee  leare 
to  observe,  that  the  assistant  auditor  general  should  not  be  confined  to  the 
posting  of  the  books,  as  the  ordinance  directs,  but  that  this  duty  be  perform- 
ed hereafter  by  a  clerk  properly  qualified ;  Whereupon, 

Mesolved.  That  the  duty  of  keeping  and  stating  the  public  books  at  the 
treasury  be  assignable,  as  often  as  necessary,  to  Uie  first  clerk  in  the  asdi- 
tor-general's  ofRce,  that  the  assistant  auditor-general  may  be  the  better  eo- 
ablM  to  attend  toother  parts  of  his  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

Mesolvedt  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  obtain  estimates  of  the 
supplies  necessary  to  be  procured  for  the  use  of  the  army  for  the  yearenstt- 
ing,  in  the  commissaries'  and  quarter-masters'  departments,  and  nim  for  the 
aupport  of  the  war,  and  report  to  Coneress  the  quantities  and  kinds  which 
each  state  ought  to  furnish  as  its  quota  tnereof. 

Ses^lvedf  That  when  the  legislature  of  any  state  shall  have  undertskrn 
to  procure  its  quota  of  any  of.the  articles  required,  all  purchases  of  such 
articles  by  the  commissaries  and  quarter-masters  in  such  state  be  discon- 
tinued :  tne  members  chosen,  Mr.  SSearle,  Mr.  KUsworth.  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Livingston,  and  Mr.  Griffin.. 

SATURDAY,  Deemher  18, 17f9. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livingstoni  Mr.  FeH,  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
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whom  was  referred  e  memorial  of  Stepheo  Moere,  broaght  in  a  report,  wluctv 
being  read  and  considered  t 

Segolvtd,  That  upon  the  said  Stephen  Moore  producing  a  certificate  from 
the  anarter-master  general  of  the  quantity  of  wood  cut  on  the  farm  mentioned 
in  <be  aaid  mei|&onal»  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  tlie  armj  with  wood»  or 
for  the  erecting  of  foftificedoos*  and  of  the  value  thereof.  Congress  will 
make  each  compensation  therefor  as  has  been  usuallj  allowed  in  similar 


Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Matthews, Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Gerrj,  Mr.  Hons- 
tQfs»  to  whom  was  referred  generaf  Washington's  letter  of  the  18th  of  No- 
yamber  last,  and  having  amended  a  proposition  so  as  to  read, 

«'  That  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  the  several  states  be  required  to  funoish^ 
b^  draughts  or  otherwise,  on  or  before  the  Ist  daj  of  February  nexti  the  defi- 
ciencj  of  their  respective  quotas  of  80  battalions  of  infantry,  as  apportioned 
by  e  resolution  of  Congre89  of  the  9th  of  March,  1779  :" 

A  motion  was  made  oy  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Plater,  to  strike  out 
the  words'*  as  apportioned  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  9Ui  of  March« 
1779:'' 

And  on  the  question,  shall  these  ^ords  stand  P  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
requif%d  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

New-York,        Mr.  Livinnton,  ay^ 

FloytL  '^y>*y 
Lliommedieu,  ay  S 

NiewJtney^      Mr.  Houston,  tyy  * 

PermtyloaniQ,   ^Ir.  Sear]«,  ay  > 

M*Clene»  ay  \  '^ 

dHanflanit         Mr.  Plater,  no 

Forbe%  no 

N'OaroiinOf     Mr.  Burke, 

Jones, 


no 


N.-Bamp^tirt^  Mr.  Peabody,  ay  ^y  no  ^no 
i&M'art»-£^,  Mr.  Qeny,     a^q       no^ 

Holten,   no  r*    no 

Patridge,  no  J       no 
nkodt^ItUpid,   Mr.  EUer^,  ay  >«y 

"*   — "    '      Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 

Ellsworth, 


my  ^j 
ay  J.  ay 


no 


ay  >ay 


S,'Canlma»      Mr.  Mattliew^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody,  to  add 
the  words  *' excepting  the  state  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  two  of  whose  batta- 
lions shall  be  recruited  by  tlie  state  of  Virginia :" 

To  which  an  objection  was  made  as  being  out  of  order ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, is  the  motion  in  order  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

ayW 

no  p^ 
ayj 
no  Sno 


N.*HampMre^  Mr.  Peabody, 
Mo^stU-^ay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

LoTell, 
Holten, 
Patridge, 
IduA-Mmdy    Mr.  Ellery, 

" -^-  *     iir,  Hantuigtflo, 

Shenoan, 
ElWor^ 
Ifr.  Livingston, 
Floy* 


IV. 


NewhJemy,       Mr.  HoustO|i, 
Pemutfhama,  Mr.  Searle, 

M*Clene, 


iVhr-Fif^ 


no 

no 

no' 

no 


no 


no 


Miayland, 


N.-Caroiinaf 


S,'CarfiiUnay 


Mr.  Plater, 
Forbes, 

Mr.  Gninn, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Burke, 
Jones, 

3Ir.  Matthew^, 


Llioouiiedieu,  Bo^ 

So  it  was  determined  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bv  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peabody,  to  re- 
consider the  question^  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand  r  in  or- 
der to  add  after  <•  1779,"  the  following  words,  ••  excepting  the  state  of  Mas- 
sschQsetts-Bay»  twoof  whose  battalions  shall  be  recniited  by  the  state  of  Yir- 


•99 


ginia 

On  the  qaestion  for  re-connderiag,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Oerry, 
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JV-Eampakune,  Mr.Peabody» 
Matai'gtta'JBayf  Mr.Geny, 

LovcU, 

Holten, 

Patridge, 

Shtde-hiand,    Mr.  EUeiy, 


ayW 


New-York^ 


NoD^ersey,      Mr.  Houston, 
Pemuyhania,  Mr.  Searie^ 

M^Clene, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


SAktroHnOt 


Mr.  Plater, 
Fori>es, 

Mr.  Griffio. 

Mr.  Penn, 
fiurice, 
Jones, 

Bfr.  Matthews, 


no  yno 
Mr.  Hun^ngton, 

Sbemiany 

Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Livingston, 

Floyd, 

L'Hommedieu, 

Soitpassed  in  theiegative.  ^ 

Mr.  Peabodj,  Mr.  Gerrj,  and  Mr.  Lovell,  then  desired  that  their  ijes  on 
the  first  question  be  changed  into  noes,  which  was  agreed  to«  the  determina- 
tion of  the  question  not  being  thereby  affected. 

TUESDAY,  December  £1,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  J.  Laurence,  judge-advocate  general,  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  subsistence  of  a 
judge-advocate  be  the  same  as  the  present  subsistence  of  a  colonel ;  and  that 
the  subsistence  of  a  deputy  judge-advocate  be  the  same  as  the  present  sub- 
sistence of  a  lieutenant-colonel. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Congress  that  the  soldiers  in  the  barracks 
near  this  city  are  not  properly  supplied  with  wood,  and  that  great  iojarjio 
the  troops  and  to  the  citizens  may  arise  therefrom : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  immediately  cause  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  truth  of  the  above  representation,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  them  to 
be  well  founded,  that  they  cause  the  barrack-master  to  be  arrested  and  dalj 
tried  for  his  neglect,  and  in  the  mean  time  take  effectual  meawres  to  pro- 
vide wood  for  the  troops  in  or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  commissions  be  granted  to  the  officers  of  the  company  of 
artillery  artificers  attached  to  the  artillery  in  the  field,  and  bear  date  as  fol- 
lows, VIZ.  that  of  Noah  Nichols,  captain,  November  16,  1776  ;  Thomas  Fat- 
ten, captaip-lieutenant,  March  1st,  1779;  Bela  Nichols,  fi^t-lieuteoant, 
March  1st,  1779 ;  Peter  Sears,  second-lieutenant,  March  1st,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  tlie  state  of  Delaware,  requesting 
them  to  procure,  in  part  of  their  quota,  as  much  flour  as  can  be  obtained  with- 
in  their  state,  the  necessities  of  the  army  calling  for  their  immediate  and 
most  strenuous  exertions. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  22,  1779.    * 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  Lewis  Dubois,  colonel  of  the  fifth  New-Tork 
regiment,  was  read,  praying  for  leave  to  resifl;n  his  commission : 

Resolved^  Thi^t  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  PaulFooks, 
prayine  an  increase  of  his  salary,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Paul  Fooks  be  allowed  a  salary  of  2400  dollars  per  an- 
num for  acting  as  interpreter  to  Congress  in  th'e  French  and  Spanish  lan- 
guages. 

THURSDAY,  Decemher  23,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  21st,  from  Mt 
Hodgdon,  field -commissary  of  military  stores,  brought  in  a  report,  which  va& 
taken  into  consideration  ;and  thereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  instead  jof  the  subsistence  allowed  by  an  act  of  Cong^ 
of  the  18th  day  of  February  last,  to  the  officers  in  the  department  of  the  neU 
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commiftSATjr  of  military  stores,  the  foIlowiDg  sums  be  allowed,  viz.  to  the 
field  comuiissary,  400  dollars  per  moDth ;  to  a  depatv  field -commissafy,  SOD 
dollars  ;  to  a  conductor  100  dollars ;  to  a  clerk  100  dollars ;  and  that  tnis  in- 
creased ^absistence  commence  on  the  18th  daj  of  August  last,  and  continue 
tUi  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  December  24,  1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  baron  Beniowski, 
having  reported  thereon.  Congress  took  their  report  into  consideration ;  and 
thereupon, 

JSeaolvedj  That  the  board  of  war  inform  baron  Beniowski  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  army  will  not  admit  of  his  being  employed. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  Robert  Patton,  messenger,  and  Wilham  Hurrie,  door- 
keeper of  Congress,  he  in  future  allowed  20  dollars  per  day,  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  Congress, 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Kcan,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  Elle- 
ry,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  20th,  from  Dr.  Morgan,  brought 
in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and  thereupon, 

J?eso(t^,  That  on  the  trials  of  cases  not  capital  before  courts-martial,  the 
depositions  of  witnesses  not  in  the  line  or  staff  of  the  army,  may  be  taken  be- 
fore some  justice  of  the  peace,  and  read  in  evidence,  provided  the  prosecutor 
and  person  accused  are  present  at  the  taking  the  same,  or  that  notice  be  given 
of  the  times  and  places  of  taking  such  depositions  to  the  opposite  party  four 
days. previous  thereto,  where  the  witness  resides  within  the  distance  of  thirty 
miles  fiom  such  party,  and  six  days  where  the  witness  resides  above  the  dis- 
tance of  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  eighty  miles,  and  a  reasonable  time  for  a 
greater  distance. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  beine  reauir- 
ed  by  Mr.  Peabody,  -r  6     h 


N.HampMref    Hr.  Peabody,  no  ^no 

Holten,  t^yS^ 

Hhodfi'Mand^    Kr.  Elleiy,  ay  ^y 

CormteiiBuU^       lb,  Huntmgton, 

Shennan, 


»y> 

ayj.ay 

*yj 


Pmnayleamat    "^^  Searle,  ay  7 

M-Clene,  ayS^^ 

Delaware          Hr.  M<Kean,  ay  V417 

Maryland,         Mr.  Plater,  ay  ^ 

Forbes^  ay  3  ^^ 

-  -    -      ^rgmia,          Ifr.  Griffin,  ay  >.  ♦ 

Ellsworth,         ay  3         M-CaroSna,     Mr.  Penn,  ay> 

New-York,        Mr.  Floyd,               ay"S                                       Jonea,  ayS*^ 

L'Hommedieu,  ay  5         9,-Carolma^       Mr.  Matthews.  ay  Sav 

NcioJenty,       Mr.  Fe^l,                 ay?  ^  ^^ 

Houston,  ay  5 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Remdved,  That  to  encourage  witnesses  who  do  not  belong  to  the  army  to 
attend  on  courts  martial  and  give  tlieir  evidence  viva  voce  when  requirea  by 
the  judge-advocate,  the  reasonable  expenses  of  such  witnesses  shidl  be  de- 
frayed by  the  United  States,  and  paid  by  the  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war 
and  ordnance,  being  first  adjusted  by  the  said  board. 

MONDAY,  December  27,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole ; 
and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  bills  to  the  amount  of  J675,000  sterling  of  the  money  directed 
to  be  drawn  for  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  23d  of  November  last, 
be  sold  at  the  rate  of  25  dollars  in  continental  bills  of  credit,  for '4&6c2.  ster- 
ling, on  condition  that  the  persons  purchasing  the  same  lend  to  the  United 
Sutes  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  sum  paid  forthe  bills,  for  which  they  shall 
receive  six  per  cent,  per  annum  interest. 
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Congress  took  into  coosideratioti  the  report  of  the  committee,  coiiti8tiii{ 
of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Livingston,  to  whom  was  referred  t 
letter  from  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  delegates  of 
that  state,  dated  the  15th  of  December  instant,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  resolution : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  Congress,  from  the  representation  of  the  deleg^ 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  that  disputes  have  arisen  between  the  states  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  relative  to  the  extent  of  their  boundariea,  whicl^ 
ttktj  probably  be  productive  of  serious  evils  to  both  states,  and  tend  to  lts»dk 
their  exertions  in  the  common  cause :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  contending  parties  not  to  gnot 
any  part  of  the  disputed  land,  or  to  disturb  the  possession  of  an^  persons 
living  thereon,  and  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  force  until  the  dispute  can 
be  amicably  settled  by  both  states,  or  brought  to  a  just  decision  by  the  in- 
tervention of  Congress :  that  possessions  lorciUy  taken  be  restored  to  the 
original  possessors,  and  things  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
tt  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  without  prejudice  to  the  claims  of 
either  party. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  thepost^ 
office;  Whereupon, 

Hesolvedj  That  the  post-office  be  so  regulated  as  that  the  post  shall  set 
out  and  arrive  at  the  place  where  Congress  shall  be  sitting  twice  in  every 
week,  to  go  so  far  as  Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts- fiay,  and  U 
Charleston,  in  the  state  of  South-Carolina: 

That  all  express-riders  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States  be  dischamd, 
.  txid  that  no  established  express-rider  be  in  future  maintained  at  the  public 
expense : 

Resolved^  That  the  three  surveyors  of  the  post-office  l>e  allowed  thesoin 
of  40  dollars  a  day,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress : 

That  as  the  duties  of  the  post-master  general  and  comptroller  will  hence' 
forward  be  considerably  increased  by  the  above  resolution,  the  salai^  of  the 
post-master  general  be  5000  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  comptroller's  be 
4000  dollars jicr  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  and  the  quarter-master,  his  assistants 
and  deputies  in  Philadelphia*  be  immediately  informed  of  the  aforesaid 
resolutions. 

TUESDAY,  December  28, 1779. 

A  letter,  of  November  the  26th,  from  the  president  of  NeW-Hampshire» 
was  read,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  ^<  an  act  to  atiow  appeals  to  Congress 
in  certain  maritime  causes,"  passed  by  that  state  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  copy  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

A  letter,  of  November  the  29th,  from  the  council  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
was  read,  accompanied  with  the  proceedings  of  a  committee  appointed  bj 
the  legislature  or  that  state  ^  to  investigate  the  causes  o\  the  failure  of  the 
expedition  to  Penobscot,  and  to  examine  into  the  conduct  Of  the  comman- 
ders bv  land  and  sea  employed  in  the  said  expedition,"  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  minutes  of  the  said  proceedbgs  lie  on  the  table  for  tbe 
perusal  of  the  members. 

A  -  letter,  of  this  day,  from  captain  Oalvan,  was  readr  soliciting  the  laak 
6(  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States : 

Resotved,  That  captain  Galvan  be  in  informed  his  request  cannot  be  con- 
plied  with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forbes,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 
'    Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  applications  for  promotion  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America  be  made  to  die  board  of  war,  and  aU  «ppliaitiooa 
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for  promotioD  in  the  navy  to  the  board  of  aduiiraltj,  and  that  thej  report 
to  CoDgress. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  captain  Joseph 
Baldeaqni*  pajr-master  to  brigadier  count  Pulaski's  legion,  report. 

That  bj  a  certificate  of  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Howell,  auditors  of  the  main 
arm  J,  dated  at  West-Point,  the  24th  of  August,  1779,  accompanying  the 
said  iK^roorial,  it  appears  that  captain  Baidesqui  has  duljr  and  regularly  set* 
tied  hia  accounts,  as  pay -master  to  count  Pulaski's  legion,  to  ^e  first  day 
of  March  last ;  and  that  on  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before  the  board,  they 
are  of  opinion  he  has  discharged  his  duty  with  strict  integrity  and  honor : 
jResolvedt  That  Congress  concur  in  the  said  report. 
The  committee  on  £e  post-oiBce  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  rate  of  posta^,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress, 
be  twentj^  prices  upon  the  sums  paid  in  the  year  1775 :  . 

That  single  letters,  directed  to  any  officer  of  the  line,  and  all  letters  di- 
rected to  general  officers  or  to  officers  commanding  in  a  separate  depart- 
ment, and  all  letters  to  and  from  the  ministers,  commissioners  and  secreta- 
ries of  these  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  be  free. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  November  the  2d,  from  the  governor  of  Connecticut ;  and,  there-* 
upon, 

Resolted,  That  Congress  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  great  and  effectu- 
al exerUonsof  the  state  of  Connecticut  in  the  common  cause,  and  of  the 
readiness  with  which  they  have  executed  the  measures  recommended  to  them : 
That  as  any  alteration  in  the  quotas  established  by  the  resolution  of  the 
rth  of  October  last,  would  probably  be  productive  of  confusion  and  embar- 
rassment, it  be  recommended  to  the  said  state  to  raise  the  quota  therein  as- 
signed to  them,  confiding  that  due  attention  will  in  future  be  paid  to  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  in  governor  Trumbull's  letter  of  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber last : 

That  Con{;ress  are  earnestly  disposed  to  do  full  Justice  to  every  state  in 
the  liquidation  and  allowance  of  all  regular  and  necessary  expenditures,  and 
have  established  the  means  of  adjusting  and  settling  all  accounts  of  the  re- 
spective states  with  the  United  States,  in  order  that  due  attention  may  be 
seasonably  paid  to  that  object ;  but  cannot  in  the  present  critical  posture  of 
affairs,  assent  to  the  retaining  of  any  part  of  the  taxes  raised  for  general  use, 
as  an  example  of  that  kind  might  involve  the  most  fatal  consequences  : 

That  continental  pay  and  rations,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  the  2d 
and  6th  of  June,  1778,  be  allowed  for  the  service  of  the  militia  which  shall 
appear  to  have  been  necessarily  employed  for  the  defence  of  the  said  state, 
between  the  first  day  of  April  and  nrst  day  of  November  last : 

On  passing  the  last  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

Mast^tttB-Bo^f  Mr.Oeny,  ay 

Lovell,  ay 

Holten,  ay 

Patridge,  ay 

IViode-hiand,    Mr.  £ll«ry,  ^y  >ay 
Connecticut^ 


*y 


Ifew-Tork, 


PenguyhaniOf   Mr.  Searle, 

M'Clene 


Mr.  Uuntingtoii, 

bherman, 
Mr.  floyd, 

L'HoQuncdieu, 
Mr.  Fell,  ay> 

Hooirton,  »y5 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Vol.  III.  53 


Bwpylond, 
JV.'CarolinOf 


8,'CarolifUt, 


Shippen, 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 

Jones, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


ay^ 

ay  J.  ay 

ay5 
ay  S.ay 

no  3 
ay  >.ay 
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WEDNESDAY,  Uecemher  29,  1779. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war»  on  a  memoriai  of  lieatenant  cebmel 
Dericky  beins  read, 

Besohed,  Fhat  in  conaideration  of  the  peculiar  circumetaDcei  attendiot 
the  case  of  lieutenant-colonel  Derick,  that  ^ntleroan  receive  the  pay  lad 
sobaiatence  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  fitm 
the  date  of  his  brevet  until  the  further  order  of  Congresa. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  memorial  of  captain  Baldeiqm,  was 
read ;  whereupon,  Congreaa  came  to  the  following  reaolution : 

The  circumstances  of  the  corps  lately  commanded  by  general  cont  Pa- 
laski  not  now  requiring  a  pay-master,  and  captain  Joseph  Baldesqui,  hi 

{^resent  pay-master,  for  that  reason  and  from  the  aituation  of  his  printe  af-. 
aira,  desinng  leave  to  resijgn. 

Resolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

.  Reaolvei,  That  major-general  Lincoln  be  empowered,  if  he  shall  tkinlit 
for  die  good  of  the  service,  to  reduce  the  corps  lately  commanded  bj  briga* 
dier  count  Pulaski,  and  to  incorporate  such  ot  the  men  as  remaia,  tato  svch 
of  the  regiments  of  horse  and  infantry  under  his  command,  as  he  ahili 
think  proper ;  the  men  so  incorporated  to  be,  nevertheless,  coosiderfd  as 
part  ot  the  quotas  of  the  states  to  which  they  belong;. 

Another  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  memonal  of  brigadiergencral 
Muhlenberg,  was  read :  Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Whereas  Congress  did,  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1778,  resolve  that 
general  Washington  call  in  and  cancel  the  commissions  of  brigadiers-^neral 
Woodford,  Muhlenberg,  Scott  and  Weedon,  and  that  new  commissions  be 
granted  them,  and  that  they  rank  in  future  agreeably  to  the  foUoariog  ar- 
rangement, Woodford,  Muhlenberg,  Scott,  Weedon. 

Resolved^  That  the  arraneeroent  made  therein  was  founded  vpoo  prioci' 
pies  not  affecting  the  personal  characters  or  compartive  merits  of  those  officers. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury,  on  a  petition  of  Thomas  Beiitley,waa 
read;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  case  of  the  petitioner  doth  not  differ  from  thatof  maDT 
others,  whose  application  for  compensation  of  damages  have  not  been  allowed, 
and  that  his  request  cannot  be  granted. 

THURSDAY,  Deeemher,  SO,  1779. 

'  Mr.  Griffin,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  laid  before  Congress  an  exemplit- 
cation  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  state,  empoweriog  an^  oae 
of  their  delmtes  to  give  the  vote  of  the  state. 

A  report  Uom  the  board  of  war,  on  a  letter  from  Edward  Williams,  ensip 
in  the  8th  Vimnia  regiment,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ruolved,  lluit  the  resignation  of  ensign  Edward  Williams,  of  the  8tli 
Virginia  rmment,  be  accepted. 

Mr.  N.  Folsom,  a  delegate  for  New-Hampshire,  attended,  and  prodocfd 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

FRIDAY,  December  31,  1779. 

A  letter,  of  the  SOth,  from  the  honourable  the  minister  plenipofeiKiarj^ 
France,  and  a  memorial  from  Mr.  Holker,  were  read,  neapectiag  a  de- 
mand for  damages  to  the  owners  of  the  ship  Holy  Martyrs,  captured  br  aa 
American  privateer,  and  acquitted  on  an  appeal  :* 

Ordered^  That  it  be  refcrred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  qicabert 
chosen,  Mr«  M^&eao,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  fiorke. 
^C<mgreaa  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  coouaittef  re* 
vpectmg  the  oommiaaary  and  quarter^master's  departments,  and  made  saw* 
pragreaa  tbereia : 
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Ob  tke  quetlion  to  agree  ta  the  following  proposition : 

That  If  per  coat,  be  ntlowed  to  each  oi  the  essistant  parchaaing  com* 
miasariee  vpon  all  the  parchaaea  made  within  their  reapectlve  atatea,  oat  of 
whidi  Ihej  ahall  pav  all  inferior  deputiea^  and  defray  the  whole  «xpenao 
attendiiig  ouch  piirGiiaaea:  nor  ahall  thej  or  either  of  their  deputiea  he  enti« 
tied  to  raliona  or  forage,  except  when  called  by  the  neceaaarT  buaineaa  of 
their  department  to  attend  the  army*  in  which  case,  they  ahallbe  permitt^ 
to  draw  rmtioiia  for  themael? ea  and  one  aervant  each,  and  forage  for  two. 
horses. 

And  whereaa*  the  payment  of  commiaaiooa  is,  on  the  one  hand,  necea*. 
8ary»  in  order  to  apportion  the  wagea  of  the  officer  to  the  buaineaa  that 
paasea  throogb  his  haada,  while,  on  the  other,  the  increaaed  prices  at  which 
proviaiona  are  aometiniea  necessarily  laid  in,  may  subject  them  to  unjust 
cenanre : 

That  all  eommiasions  on  the  produce  of  (he  country  shall  be  rated  in  con- 
tinental biUs  of  credit  at  20  for  1  on  the  price  at  which  such  produce  aold 
iji  the  year  1774^  and  at  SO  for  1  on  all  foreign  commoditiea." 

A  dtviaion  waa  called  for,  and  the  yeaa  and  nays  being^  required  by  Mr« 
M*CleDe,  on  the  firat  paragraph,  for  granting  commiasiona,  rationa  and 
forage  in  certain  casea ;  - 


y.-HampAut,  Mr.  Peabody 

Fobom, 
Biaat^am^Baif,  Mr.  Geny, 

Holten, 
Eh^de-IdaRd,   Mr.  Eller^, 
Cormeeticutf     Mr.  Huntington, 

Sherman, 

Elliworth. 
A>v  Fortf       Mr.  Li^dngston, 

Floyd, 

L'l  lommedieu,  ay 

So  it  paaaed  in  the  negative. 


ytuyJeraey^     Mr.  FcB, 

'  Houston, 
Pmn^ANifiM,  Mr.  Senie, 

M<Cfene^ 


] 


no 


Ddauoare^ 
Marylaiidf 

Fkginia, 


JXr,  M<Kean» 
Mr.  Plater, 

Forbes^ 
M^.  Griain, 
Mr.  Penn, 

Burke, 
Mr.  Matthews, 


no 
no 

no  >>no 
"»    div., 

no  ^no 


SATURDAY,  Jamunr^  1, 1780.    . 

Hie  delates  for  Massachusetts-Bay  produced  credeotiala  of  their  ap« 
pointment,  which  were  read. 

Removed,  That  30  dollars  a  day  be  allowed  to  Robert  Jewell,  keeper  of 
the  new  gaol  in  Philadelphia ;  30  ^Hars  a  day  to  each  of  hia  aaaistants ;  and 
ten  dollars  a  day  to  his  turnkey ;  in  fnll  of  their  services  and  subaiatenice,  na- 
til  the  further  orders  of  Congress. 

Besolvedt  That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  allowed  a  salary 
at  the  rate  of  40,000  dollars  by  the  year,  until  the  further  order  of  Congreaa ; 
also  six  rations  a  day,  and  forage  for  four  horses. 

Resolvedp  That  an  assistant-commissary  be  appointed  by  the  commisaarr* 
general  to  each  of  the  states  in  which  it  shall  be  necessary  that  purchases  be 
made  under  him,  and  in  which  provision  shall  not  have  beeft  made  by*the 
states  respectively  for  furnishing  the  necessary  auppliea. 

That  the  aaid  assistant-commiasaries  be  allowed  on  all  good  merdhantable 
articles  which  may  be  purchased  by  them,  or  under  their  direction  respective* 
ly,  two  per  cent,  on  20  fold  the  prices  they  were  sold  at  in  the  year  I774t 
until  the  further  order  of  Congress ;  out  of  which  they  shall  pay  all  their 
agenta,  and  defray  the  whole  expense  attending  such,  purchaaea :  nor  ahatl 
thev,  nor  any  of  their  agenta,  be  entitled  to  rationa  or  forage,  except  whea 
called  b^  the  necessary  boainess  of  their  department  to  attend  the  army. 

And  m  order  the  better  to  ascertain  aucn  priaea» 

JUaolvedp  That  the  executive  power  of  every  state  be  requested  to  rebim 
to  the  hoard  of  treaaury  a  liat  of  the  commoditiea  usually  aohl  within  aucfi 
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State,  and  the  price  carrent  in  the  year  1774 ;  and  that  copet  ef  ttfch  liid 
be  famished  from  thence  to  the  commissary-eeneral  and  hit  atsiitMti : 

That  the  commissarT-general  be  directed  to  keep  r^lar  aeeoents,  in 
which  he  shall  charge  all  persons  belongiog  to  his  department  widi  the  mmej 
advanced  to  them,  and  give  them  credit  for  the  pnrcnases  made  bjlhtm,  en- 
tering their  respective  accounts  at  large  ;  that  he  check  all  aceousti  witliin 
his  department,  and  reject  improper  charges ;  direct  the  manner  in  whidi 
the  accounts  of  his  respective  deputies  shall  be  kept,  ordering  the  irtidei 
purchased  to  be  entered  under  distinct  heads,  so  that  the  eipeoditaieB  for 
each  separate  article  maj  be  seen  at  one  view ;  that  he  shall,  onceio  eierj 
three  months,  or  oftener  if  required,  exhibit  a  fair  and  comprehesnie  nev 
of  the  state  of  his  purchases,  in  columns,  the  manner  in  which  the  mm  has 
been  expended,  and  the  stock  on  band»  with  the  price  of  each  article,  and  the 
state,  county,  and  district  in  which  purchased  : 

That  every  assistant-commissary  make  monthly  returns  to  the  conniMa- 
ry-generai  of  the  articles  purchased,  the  price,  the  name  of  the  agent  by 
whom  the  same  were  bought,  and  the  persons  to  whom  delivered ;  or,  if  still 
•D  hand,  at  what  place  stored  : 

That  no  money  be  advanced  to  any  assistant  commissary  until  be  has  nailt 
such  returns,  and  accounted  for  monev  received,  rendering  to  the  comisift- 
sa^-generai  receipts  from  his  agents  for  the  money  advanced  to  tbem : 

That  every  assistant-commissarjr  call  upon  his  uents  for  monthly  retnni 
of  their  expenditures ;  without  which  returns  no  further  sums  be  advaDced 
to  them ;  but  that  they  be  sued  to  account  for  the  money  in  their  hands: 

That  the  commissary -eeneral  of  issues  be,  and  lie  is  hereby  directed,  t9 
make  monthly  returns  of  the  number  of  rations  issued,  to  what  pereoDi,  and 
at  what  place,  to  the  board  of  war,  in  order  to  taJce  their  direction  as  to  the 
continuing  such  issues. 

MONDAY,  January  S,  1780. 

Rtsolvid,  That  the  sum  of  96  dollars  be  allowed  to  Andrew  Harper,  far 
his  services  from  August  the  1st,  to  December  the  1 1th,  1779 ;  he  being  dur- 
ing that  period  employed  in  extra  duty  by  gen.  Uogan,  while  comsandiog 
in  Philadelphia* 

Assoived,  That  the  board  of  treasury  publish  the  determiaationof  Conpeis 
with  respect  to  the  drawing  of  bills  of  exchange,  affceeaUe  to  the  r***^"^ 
of  the  27th  of  December  last ;  the  terms  upon  which  they  are  to  be  sold,  aad 
the  time  on  which  they  will  be  ready  for  safe,  together  wtth  the  naoMS  of  thi 
persons  appointed  to  dispose  of  the  same. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  5, 1780. 

Resolved,  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  committee  on  appeals,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Paca.  who  is  absent :  the  member  chosen,  Mr.  Ellsworth. 

FRIDAY,  January  7, 1780. 

JSesotvecI,  Tliat  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  empowered  toap 
point  an  assistant,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  remain  at  head-quarters  and  re- 
ceive the  directions  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  tiie  commissarj-generti 

That  the  said  assistant  be  allowed  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  10,000  dollm 
per  annum,  two  rations  a  day,  and  forage  for  one  horse,  until  the  fttrtheror* 
der  of  Congress. 

That  the  coopers,  butchers,  packers,  drovers  and  superintendents  of  cat- 
tle, be  under  tne  regulations  and  directions  formerly  established  bj  resola- 
tions  of  Congress ! 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the- governor  of  Connecticot,  representmewe 
apprehensions  of  Congress  on  account  of  the  small  supply  of  beef,  and  re« 
questing  the  immediate  aid  of  the  legnlature  of  thit  state  to  the  committt' 
ry-general  or  his  assistants,  in  procuring  and  forwarding  the  same ;  the  ex- 
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peose  of  wbich  Congress  will  find  means  to  defray,  or  credit  to  the  atate»  in 
part  of  their  quota  of  supplies, 

A  representation  from  the  sapreroe  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Penn* 
sjiTania^  respecting  the  barracks  near  the  citv  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  bar- 
rs«k-w»ter's  departmeot,  was  laid  before  Congress  : 

Oriend,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that  thej  be  directed 
to  discharge  unmediately  the  supernumerary  officers  in  the  barrack -master's 
depaitntat,  and  take  further  order  thereon. 

Be$d9edj  That  when  expresses  are  wanted  for  forwarding  despatches  from 
CoBgiies,  or  anj  of  their  committees,  application  be  made  to  the  board  of 
war ;  who  are  to  provide  the  same :       '  ' 

Ori^red,  Hiat  the  committee  of  commerce  dispose  of  the  sugar  and 
coffee  in  their  possession  in  this  city,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  most 
for  the  public  interest. 

Jlwofwerf,  That  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress,  the  surveyors  of  the 
pestHiffice  be  allowed  their. reasonable  expenses  in  travelling  the  roads;  an 
accoaol  of  sueh  expenses  to  be  rendered  every  three  months  to  the  post-mas- 
ter general,  upon  oath;  and  that  a  late  resolution  of  Congress,  giving 40 
doUara  a  day,  be  repealed. 

SATURDAY,  January  8, 1780.  ^ 

.  Me^f^ved,  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  Joseph  Hite,  of  the  8th  Yir* 
pnia  regiment,  be  accepted. 

Realolved^  That  every  officer  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  whose 
duty  requires  his  being  on  horseback  in  time  of  action,  be  allowed  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  the  average  price  given  at  the  time  in  the  department  or  place 
where  the  accident  shdl  happen,  for  horses  purchased  for  private  dragoons,  as  a 
compensation  for  any  horse  he  shall  have  Killed  in  battle :  this  resolution  to 
have  retrospect  as  far  as  the  1st  of  January,  1779;  and  the  quarter-master 
general^  or  nis  deputy,  is  hereby  autiiorized  to  pay  the  value  of  such  horses^ 
not  exceediojg  the  said  price,  to  the  retq^ective  suffisrers,  on  the  facts  being 
prooerlv  authenticated. 

JKesomrf,  That  the  four  Georgia  regiments  be  reformed,  and  no  more 
officers  retained  in  the  service  than  are  necessary  for  two  re|iments. 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern  army  establish  some  equi- 
table mle  for  the  arrangement  of  the  said  officers ;  and  such  as  are  left  out 
of  the  arrangemttit  be  deemed  supernumerary,  agreeably  to  the  roles  adopt- 
ed by  the  main  army,  and  entitled  to  the  benefits  allowed  by  the  resolution 
of  the  24th  of  November,  1778 : 

That  such  of  the  officers  as  are  retained  in  service  shall  be  employed,  until 
the  rematnt  can  be  recruited,  in  such  way  as.  the  said  commanding  officer 
shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest : 

That.the  Georgia  officers  of  the  galliesand  of  the  light  drsjgoons,  who  are 
on  continental  establishment,  be  considered  as  supernumeraries. 

Beaolvedf  That  the  marines  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  whilst  doing 
garrison  duty,  be  allowed  the  same  subsistence  monies  as  are  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  line  of  the  army  by  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  18th  of  August,  1799. 

MONDAY,  January  10,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  major  general  Charles  Lee  be  informed,  that  Congress 
hate  no  further  occasion  ror  his  services  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  12,  1780. 

RMt99dt  That  such  of  the  Yirginia  troops  as,  by  a  resolve  of  the  15th  of 
December  last,  were  required  to  return  and  join  the  main  army,  be  marched 
by  their  oSeers  to  tiie  state  of  Yirginiaiand  there  discharged  :  a  change  of 
circumatiBetf  nrndering  dieir  junction  with  that  army  unnecessary :  eicept 


422  JOURNALS  OP  0OM61IBBS.  IfSO: 


such  Dumber  of  those  whose  times  of  inlistment  will  latest  expire  is  iktU  Im 
deemed  necessary  to  be  employed  as  guards  bj  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  order  twelve  ingm 
horses  to  be  delivered  to  colonel  Armand,  for  theuse  of  his  corps:  theitid 
horses  to  be  taken  from  those  already  purchased  for  the  public  use,  aud  not 
otherwise  necessarily  employed. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Galvin  receive  the  commission  of  major  in  the  annj 
of  the  United  States,  and  be  employed  in  the  inspectorship,  as  the  cornmaa* 
derin  chief  shall  direct. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  5th  initsntfrom 
general  Washington,  inclosing  a  letter  of  the  Sd  from  Roval  Flint,  auhtiot- 
commissary,  anuone  of  the  4th  from  brigadier-general  Irwioe,  hrooghtina 
report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letters,  as  far  as  they  respect  the  di«« 
tress  of  the  army  from  the  want  of  provisions,  be  sent,  will  all  possihle  da* 
patch,  to  the  Ie8;i9latures,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  supreme  executive  eoandli 
of  the  states  of  Connecticut,  New -York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware  ;ioi 
that  they  be  respectively  urged,  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  to  leiid  in- 
mediate  supplies  of  provisions  to  the  army. 

Hesolvea,  That  the  mustering  department  be  discontinued,  and  the  sficen 
thereof  discharged. 

And  whereas  the  commissary-general  of  musters  has  approved  himself  a 
^od  and  faithful  officer,  and  those  who  have  been  employea  under  him  tun 
given  satisfaction  in  their  offices : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissary -genera)  of  musters,  and  those  olBceri 
who  have  continued  in  that  department  under  him  for  eighteen  roontihs  Itst 
past,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  sum  equal  to  their  pay  respectirely  for 
the  terms  of  twelve  months  from  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  in  future  the  business  of  mustering  the  troops  be  perform* 
ed  by  the  inspectors  of  the  ilrnvy,  |in  such  manner  and  under  ivch  regu- 
lations as  the  commander  in  chief^^shall  direct ;  who  is  hereby  aathoriiea  to 
make  the  arrangements,  reporting  the  same  to  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  Janwry  IS.  1780. 

A  letter  of  the  4th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  accomjttnied 
with  sundry  papers  relative  to  a  proposed  exchange  of  prisoners  or  war; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  powers  granted  to  general  Washington,  by  there- 
solution  of  the  6th  of  March,  1779,  respectins  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  renewed  and  confirmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  accompanying  the  general's  letter  of  fte4thbe 
returned  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  autiioritiesof  the  se- 
veral states,  to  transmit  with  all  possible  expedition  to  general  Washiogtooi 
the  names  and  rank  of  all  officers ;  and  the  number  of  privates  belonging  to 
the  enemy,  held  as  prisoners  of  war  within  their  respective  states,  and  tke 
places  they  are  at,  in  order  that  they  may  be  included  in  the  general  ex- 
change, should  a  c^artel  be  agreed  to,  between  die  commanders  in  chief  of 
the  American  and  British  armies. 

Many  inconveniences  attending  the  present  management  of  pcisonera  « 
war,  and  great  dissatisfaction  havinjg  arisen  from  the  mode  of  exchaogiot 
them  heretofore  used,  from  the  partialities  inevitably  attending  the  woe, 
while  conducted  under  various  airections  by  divers  commissaries  indepen- 
dent of  each  other ;  and  sufficient  provision  not  being  oiade  for  th^  ^^' 
rity,  in  many  cases  frequently  occurring : 

Resolved,  That  all  prisoners  of  war,  whether  captivated  by  H^  WJ  ^ 
fHivy  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  aal^ects,  troops«  or  ships  ol  wnj  fuH^^' 
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lar  state,  shall  be  delivered  into  the  care  and  castody  of  the  coinmissarj- 
nneral  of  prisonere»  his  depaties  or  assistants,  and  be  deemed  and  treated, 
m  all  reapecia,  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United  States ; 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  respective. 
states^  that  they  make  no  exchanges  of  prisoners ;  to  the  intent,  that  all 
exchanges  may  be  made  through  the  comm]ssary*general  of  prisoners,  by 
ArectUm  of  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chief,  or  board  of  admiralty ; 
and  when  prisoners  are  taken  by  the  particular  subjects,  troops  or  vessels  of 
any  atate^  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  bv  private  ships  or 
vesaeJs  of  war,  fitted  out  in  any  particular  state,  these  shall  be  first  exchange 
ed,  so  far  aa  is  necessary,  for  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  oi  the  same  state, 
taken  by  the  subjects,  adherents,  ships  or  ^vessels  of  the  enemy ;  and  the. 
orerplas,  if  any,  shall  go  towards  redeeming  the  prisoners  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy ;  without  r^rd  to  their  being  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  any  par- 
ticular state : 

.  That  all  masters  or  commanders  of  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  shall 
take  die  utmost  care  to  bring  into  port  all  prisoners  captivated  by  them- 
And  if  from  necessity  they  shall  be  obliged  to  dismiss  any  nrisoners  at  sea, 
they  shall,  on  return  from  their  cruise,  make  report  thereor,  on  oalh,  to  tlie 
judge  of  die  admiralty  of  the  state  to  which  they  belong,  or  in  which  they 
amve,  within  20  days  after  their  arrival,  with  their  reasons  for  such  dismis- 
sion. And  if  the  indge  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  the  reasons  assigned,  or  if 
it  diall  appear  that  tlie  prisoners  were  discharged  to  avoid  the  trouble  or 
expense  of  bringing  them  into  port*  and  delivering  them  into  custody,  or  in 
any  wise  unnecessarily,  then  the  judge  shall  transmit  an  account  thereof  to 
the  eaocntiveof  the  state,  who  are  requested  to  examine  into  the  matter,  and 
vacate  the  commission  granted  to  the  said  delinquent  master  or  commander 
of  the  ship  or  vessel,  if  they  are  of  opinion  that  such  dismission  was  improper : 

Tliat  ail  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  private  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  be 
delivered  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  masters  or  owners  of  such  ships  or 
vessels,  to  a  commissary  of  prisoners  nearest  the  place  of  their  landing,  or 
into  the  nearest  county  gaol,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  commission  granted 
to  such  private  ship  or  vessel : 

That  on  such  delivery  of  the  prisoners  into  the  gaol,  the  ^oler  shall  be 
obltfed  to  inform  the  government  of  the  state  wherein  the  said  prisoners  are 
laoaed  ;  or,  in  case  of  their  residence  at  too  great  a  distance,  the  lieutenant 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  of  the  connty  wherein  such  prisoners  are 
landed*  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners  or  his  deputy;  that  if  the  said 
prisoners  are  not  deemed  by  the  executive  of  the  state,  or  the  said  com* 
manding  officer  of  the  militia,  to  be  in  a  place  of  sufficient  security,  they. 
may  be  removed  ond.er  proper  guards  to  a  place  or  places  of  greater  safety 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  And  the  executive  powers  of  the  re- 
spective states  are  requested  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  command* 
ing  oflteers  of  militia  on  this  subject,  and  to  pay  the  expenses  of  escorting 
and  transporting  the  prisoners ;  charging  the  same  to  the  United  States.  The 
said  executives  are  also  requested  to  give  orders  to  the  officers  of  their  mi- 
litia, to  take  immediate  chaise  of  all  prisoners  of  war  captivated  by  the  ships 
and  vessels  of  war,  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  to  any  particular  state, 
and  to  convey  them,  at  we  expense  of  the  United  States,  to  the  nearest 
commissary  of  prisoners,  or  to  the  county  gaol  $  and  also  direct  the  like  steps 
to  be  taken  in  regard  to  their  removal  to  places  of  greater  safety,  as  is  pro-* 
vided  in  the  case  of  prisoners  captured  by  private  vessels : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  lejpslatures  of  the  respective  states,  eflfec- 
toally  to  provide,  at  the  expense  oithe  United  States,  for  the  delivery  and 
safe  keeping  of  all  prisoners  captivated  by  their  respective  subjects,  out  of 
vessels  stranded  or  cast  on  shore  on  their  coasts,  obliging  the  parties  taking 
prisoners^  to  deliver  them  to  the  nearest  commissary  of  prisoners  or  into  the 
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Dearest  gaol,  lo  cose  no  comnussarj  of  prisoners  is  stationed  within  conve* 
nieot  dist&«|^.of  the  place  of  capture ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  misconduct 
in  the  persotii  so  taking  the  prisoners,  that  they  forfeit  all  rig^t  to  the  ves- 
ael»  her  tackle,  apparel  and  fumitore  so  cast  on  shore,  or  the  propertj  ther 
may  save,  or  be  otherwise  entitled  to  out  of  such  vessel ;  or  imposing  sucq 
other  penalty  as  the  said  legislatures  shall  respectively  think  proper : 

That  it  be  recoMunended  to  the  said  legislatures  to  provide  and  direct,  that 
all  gaolers  receive  and  deliver  prisoners  of  war,  without  charging  any  fee  or 
reward  to  the  persons  delivering  them  into  or  taking  them  by  proper  author- 
rity  out  of  their  custody.  The  reasonable  expenses  of  supporting  such  pri- 
soners in  gaol,  to  be  paid  by  the  government  of  the  state  wnerein  they  snail 
be  confined,  and  charged  to  the  United  States ;  except  where  thej  can  and 
shall  be  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  proper  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  And  the  gaoler  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  his  chai|;e8  agunst 
the  United  States,  for  account  of  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  commissary-^ne-* 
ral  of  prisoners,  or  his  nearest  deputy,  when  any  prisoners  leave  the  g^ol, 
either  Uir  removal  to  places  of  greater  security,  or  for  exchange : 

That  prisoners  of  war,  either  on  their  march,  or  in  confinement,  b^  fur- 
nished with  only  two-thirds  of  a  soldier^s  ration : 

That  none  but  sick  or  wounded  prisoners  be  allowed  carriages  at  public 
expense : 

That  all  prisoners  on  parole  pay  their  own  expenses ;  and  such  expenses 
shall  be  paid  before  they  shall  be  exchanged  : 

That  all  officers,  prisoners  of  war  to  the  United  States,  unless  in  ho^- 
tals,  pay  their  physicians,  surgeons  and  attendants : 

That  tlie  commissary-eenend  of  prisoners  and  his  deputies,  make  regu- 
lar monthlv  returns,  to  uie  board  of  war,  of  the  numbers,  situation  and  ex- 
changes of  all  prisoners  under  their  charge ;  and  that  they  also  give  the 
said  board  such  occasional  information,  of  all  material  transactions  in  their 
department,  as  circumstances  from  time  to  time  render  necessaryi  or  when 
they  shall  be  required  by  the  board  so  to  do,  under  pain  of  being  suspended 
or  dismissed  by  the  said  board  : 

That  all  exchanges  of  prisoners  made  in  consequence  of  the  foregmsg 
resolutions,  shall  to  soldier  for  soldier  and  sailor  for  sailor. 

Whereas  brigadier -general  dii  Portail  and  colonel  Laumoy,aiHl  lieuten- 
ant-colonel de  Gouvion,  have  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  January,  1779, 
and  onaer  a  permission  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  roost  Chris- 
tian majesty,  and  have  obtained  from  the  commander  in  chief  ample  testi- 
monials of  honorable  and  useful  services  rendered  during  the  last  campaign : 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-general  du  Portail  and  messieurs  Laumoy  and 
Gouvion  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  (if  permiasion  caa 
be  obtained  for  that  purpose  from  his  most  Christian  majesty  or  his  minister 
plenipotentiary)  so  long,  during  the  present  war,  as  shall  be  consistent 
with  their  inclinations  and  duty  as  officers  to  their  king : 

That  tlie  board  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  minister  of  Prance  on  (he 
subject,  and  inform  eeneral  du  Portail  and  messieurs  Laumoy  and  Goarioa 
of  the  result  of  such  conference. 

Re$olved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorixed  to  order  so  many 
expresses  to  be  retained  in  the  public  service  as  he  may  judge  necessary  for 
the  immediate  purposes  of  the  army. 

^  Besohed,  Tliat  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  report  proper  lala* 
ries  for  such  officers  of  the  United  States  as  have  acted  without  stipuUted 
allowances  ;  and  also  what  denominations  of  officers  are  entitled,  by  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  to  receive  commissions^  and  at  what  rate,  on  the  sums 
which  they  have  respectively  negotiated. 
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Whereas  bj  the  eleventh  article  uf  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
between  hia  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  it  is 
provided,  that,  '*  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said.  United  States,  or 
any  one  of  them,  shall  not  be  reputed  aubains  in  France,  and  consequently 
shall  be  exempted  from  the  Droit  d'  Aubaine,  or  other  similar  duty,  under 
what  name  soever:  they  maj,  by  testament,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose ' 
of  their  goods,  moveable  and  immoveable,  in  favour  of  such  persons  as  to  tnem. 
shall  seem  good;  and  their  heirsysubjects  of  the  said  United  States,  residing, 
whether  in  France  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them,  ab  intestat,  without  being 
obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization^  and  without  having  the  effect  of  this, 
concession  contested  or  impeded  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives 
of  provinces,  cities  or  private  persons :  and  the  said  heirs,  whether  such  bj 

Sirticular  title,  or  ab  intestat,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duty,  called  Droit  de 
etraction,  or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind ;  saving,  nevertheless,  the  local 
rights  or  duties,  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  established  by 
the  United  States  or  apy  of  them :  The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king 
shall  enjoj,  on  their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire, 
and  perfect  reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  present 
article  ;  but  it  is  agreed,  at  the  same  time,  that  its  contents  shall  not  affect 
the  laws  made  or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in  France,  aeainst  emigrations,  , 
which  shall  remain  in  all  their  force  and  vigor;  and  the  United  States,  on 
their  part,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact  such  laws  relative  to 
that  matter  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

Rtaolved,  l1iat  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  Uni- 
ted States  to  make  provision,  where  not  already  made,  for  conferring  like 
privileges  and  immunities  on  the  subjects  >il>f^s  most  Christian  majesty, 
agreeable  to  the  form  and  spirit  of  the  above  recited  article. 

SATURDAY,  January  15, 1780. 

Resdved,  That  Mr.  Laudiman  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
in  colonel  Armand's  corps  ;  his  commission  to  bear  date  from  the  1st  ^day  of 
June,  1779  ;  the  date  of  his  brevet :  •  .    ' 

That  Mr.  Buffault,  who,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1779,  was  appointed  to 
the  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  receive  a 
commission  of  lieut.  in  col.  Armand's  corps,  to  bear  the  date  of  his  brevet: 

That  Christian  Bryinan  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  cornet  in  colonel  Ar- 
maiid*s  corps. 

Rewlvedt  That  a  court  be  established  for  the  trial  of  all  appeals  from  the 
courts  of  admiralty  in  these  United  States,  in  cases  of  capture,  to  consist  of 
three  judges,  appointed  and  commissioned  by  Congress,  either  two  of  whom, 
in  the  absence  of  the  other,  to  hold  the  said  court  for  the  despatch  of  business : 

Tliat  the  said  court  appoint  their  own  register  : 

That  Oie  trials  therein  be  according  to  the  usage  of  nations  and  not  by 
jur?  : 

'thatthe  said  judges  hold  their  first  session  as  soon  as  may  be  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  afterwards  at  such  times  and  places  as  they  shall  judge  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  good,  so  that  they  do  not  at  any  time  sit  further  eastward 
than  Hartforo,  in  Connecticut,  or  southward,  thanXVilliamsburg,  inVfrginia: 

That  the  salary  of  the  said  judges  be  fixed  on  the  first  Monday  in  July 
next;  and  that  in  the  interim  the  sum  of  12,000  dollars  be  advanced  to 
each  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  appeals  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  while  nomination  be  made. 

MONDAY,  Jo)itt«ry  17, 1780. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  an  application  of  Asa  Wor- 
yoh.  III.  54 


4jM  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS*  irSO. 


thington,  emplojed  as  iDspector  of  cattle  in  the  department  of  theconmb- 
aary-general,  from  the  18th  day  of  November,  1778,  to  the  l5(hof  JuuarT, 
1780,  broaght  in  a  report ;  Whereapon, 

Sesolvea,  That  in  addition  to  his  pay,  of  4  dollars  per  day,  the  said  Ast 
Worthington  be  allowed  the  sum  of  3940  dollars,  in  compensation  fur  hii 
atenrices  and  expenses  to  this  date  y  &nd  that  a  warrant  issue  on  the  tressa- 
1^,  in  his  favor,  for  that  sum. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  De- 
cember last,  from  gen.  Washington,  relative  to  monsieur  Hyacinthe  ia 
Motte,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  expediency  of  continuing  monsieur  la  Motte  is  ki$ 
present  employment,  be  referred  to  the  honorable  council  of  Massadrawtts- 
Bay ;  who  are  requested  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  said  nion- 
suier  la  Motte,  at  continental  expense ;  and .  if  they  deem  his  coniinuance 
unnecessary,  to  discharge  him  from  any  farther  service  i  and  that  the  cooncil 
be  informed,  that  the  board  of  war  have  advanced  monsieur  la  Motte  3000 
dollars,  on  account  of  his  pay. 

Besolvedt  That  the  commissary-general  of  purchases  be  allowed  two  clerks, 
to  be  by  him  appointed. 

That  each  of  the  aaid  clerks  be  allowed  the  same  salary  u  clerks  of  tke 
board  of  treasury. 

TUESDAY,  January  18,  1780. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  John  Streeper, 
praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  house,  accidentally  burnt  by  a  picket 
guard  of  the  American  army,  in  December,  1777,  report. 

That  as  Congress  have  frequently  decided  the  compensation  for  dansfet 
ought  not  to  ^  partially  made,  but  must  be  postponed  to  the  end  o(  the 
war,  to  be  then  taken  into  consideration,  the  board  cannot  report  in  favor 
of  the  said  petitioner ;  but  think  his  petition  ought  to  be  defeired  for  the 
present : 

Besolvedf  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

THURSDAY,  January  20,  1780. 

Resolved^  That  three  commissioners,  one  of  whom  to  be  a  member  of 
Congress,  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expenses  of  the  stafTdeptrtntnts, 
and  the  means  of  retrenching  the  same;  that  they,  or  any  two  of  tbeiD,be 
authorized  to  enquire,  by  inspection  or  otherwise,  concerning  the  seferil 
posts  or  places  where  officers  of  the  staff  are  stationed  ;  and  to  require  of 
them  any  information  relative  to  their  respective  departments ;  to  discbai^ 
supernumerary  and  delinquent  officers  and  men  of  the  said  departments; 
to  break  up  unnecessary  posts,  and  to  establish  posts  where  requisite ;  to  stop 
all  issues  of  rations  and  other  supplies  not  indispensibly  necessary  for  tite 
service ;  that  they  refNiir  to  head -quarters,  and  that  they,  or  any  twoof  thein, 
be  authorized,  in  conjunction  with  gen.  Washington,  to  reduce  the  number 
of  horses  and  wagons  employed  in  the  army,  ana  to  adopt  the  cheapest  and 
most  certain  method  of  transportation ;  and  any  other  measures  for  prooot* 
ingeconomy  in  the  said  departments  : 

That,  for  the  present,  they  be  empowered  to  stqp  all  issues  of  rations  <>' 
every  kind,  for  three  months,  due  to  persons  not  in  camp,  who  can  be  other- 
wise supplied  than  from  the  public  stores ;  and  to  report  the  sum  to  bepa>^ 
for  the  rations  so  stopped : 

That  they  report  such  arrangements,  in  any  or  all  of  the  said  deparl* 
roents,  as  they  may  judge  expedient;  having  regard  to  the  reselation*  of 
Congress  of  the  14th  and  17th  of  December  last : 

Tliat  the  department  of  the  barrack-master  general  be  abolished,  aad  tlut 
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he  be  called  to  an  immediate  account  for  the  money  advanced  him  bj  Ike 
United  States. 
Resolved^  That  to-morrow  be  aaaigned  for  electing  (he  comimsaioners. 

FRIDAY,  Januanf  21, 178a 

According  to  order,  Congreas  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissionera ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Schujler  and  colonel  Pickering  were  elected. 

8  ATURD  AY,  Jonttary  22, 178a 

Hie  board  of  admirahj  having  laid  befoce  Congress  a  retnm  of  the  officers 
of  the  navy :  ' 

OrderedCf  That  the  same  be  referred  back  to  the  board,  and  that  tkej  re- 
port on  the  expediency  of  stopping  pay  and  rations  or  snbsistence  to  all 
officers  and  mechanics  of  the  admiralty  not  in  actual  service ;  preserving 
to  the  former  their  rank  in  the  navy. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  another  commissioner ;  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  gen.  Thomas  Mifflin  was  elected. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals ;  and 
the  ballots  beine  taken,  the  president  informed  Congress,  that  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Paea  and  Mr.  Hosmer,  were  duly  elected ;  Mr.  Hosmer  and  Mr.  raca 
having  an  equal  number  of  votes. 

MONDAY,  January  24, 1 780. 

A  letter  from  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  was 
read,  informing,  that  he  has  appointed  monsieur  D'Anmour  consul  of  France 
for  the  state  of  North -Carolina,  and  inclosing  his  commission  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  same :  that  the  commission  be  re- 
gistered, and  notice  given  to  the  governor  of  North-Carolina. 

Congress  being  informed  of  ^reat  abuses  in  the  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment, at  Martinsburgh,  in  Virginia ; 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  empowered  to  appoint  suitable  per- 
sons to  enquire  into  the  said  abuses,  and  to  make  the  proper  retrenchments 
and  reformations. 

TUESDAY,  January  25,  1780. 

Mr.  A.  Clark,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  attended  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

The  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  the  return  of  the  officers  of 
the  navv  of  the  United  States,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  all  officers  of  the  navy,  not  in  actual  service, 
cea%e  from  this  day: 

That'such  officers  retain  their  rank,  depositing  their  commissions  in  their 
respective  navy  boards  until  they  shall  be  called  into  actual  service. 

THURSDAY,  January  27, 1780. 

Mr.  Yandvke,  a  delegate  from  Delaware,  attended  and  produced  thecre^ 
dencials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major  Eustace,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to 
resign  : 

Remdved^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer,  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war,tiie 
commissioners  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  the  commissioners  of  the  navy 
boards,  the  secretaries  of  the  board  of  treasury  and  of  the  board  of  war,  the 
assistant  auditor-general,  and  the  clerks  of  the  board  of  treasury,  board  of 
war,  chambers  of  accounts,  treasurer,  auditor-general,  and  of  the  secretary  of 
Congress,  be  entitled  to^  receive,  in  lieu  of  every  other  allowance,  from  the 


1 


4SS  JOURNALS  OF  CONORB88,  1780. 

^  -II  i.....-.^.—  I  111  I—  i.ill.    p^^^— ^P^^— .1    ■  ^^1^— »»^»^ 

Sd  day  of  November,  1778,  or  from  the  dates  of  their  appointmetitg,  if  elected 
after  tliat  time,  the  same  salaries  as  are  allowed  them  ret>pectively  bj  a  re^ih 
littioD  of  Congress  of  tiie  2Sd  of  October,  and  one  of  the  12th  of  November, 
1779: 

That  the  pay  of  John  Gibson,  esq.  for  his  services  whilst  auditor-geiienli  be 
as  follows  ;  from  the  9th  of  December,  1776,  the  time  of  the  last  Mljafttmeot 
.  of  bis  account,  to  the  16th  of  October,  1778,  at  the  rate  of  one  thottiand  m- 
ven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  per  annum  ;  from  the  date  lastmentioiied,  to 
the  £d  of  November,  1778,  at  the  rate  of  3430  dollars  per  aonum ;  and 
from  thence  to  the  £5th  of  November,  1779,  at  the  rate  of  1^000  dolUnper 
annum : 

That  the  pay  of  the  secretary  of  Congress  be  as  follows :  from  the  10th  of 
February,  1778,  the  date  of  the  last  setuement  of  his  account,  to  the  iGthof 
October  following,  at  the  rate  of  2000  dollars  per  annum ;  from  the  tine  lut 
mentioned  to  the  2d  of  November,  t778,  4G0O  dollars  per  annum;  aad  from 
and  after  that  day  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  at  the  rate  of  14»000 
dollars  per  annum : 

'  That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  marine  committee  be,  from  the  Sd 
of  November,  1778,  at  the  rate  of  8000  dollars  per  annum,  uutil  he  wis  ap- 
pointed secretary  to  the  board  of  admiralty  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  clerks  of  the  commercial  committee,  the  clerk  of  the 
navy  board  of  the  middle  district,  and 'the  secretary  of  ordnance  and  ptj- 
master  to  tlie  board  of.  war  and  ordnance,  from  the  20th  of  November,  1778, 
or  from  the  dates  of  their  appointments,  if  elected  after  that  time,  be  at  the 
rate  of  8000  dollars  per  annum  respectively,  until  the  further  order  of 
Congress  : 

That  William  Story,  having  performed  the  service  of  clerk  and  paj-niM- 
ter  to  thenavv  board  of  the  eastern  district,  be  entitled  to  receive,  from  the 
Sd  of  NovemSer,  1778,  in  lieu  of  every  other  allowance,  at  the  rite  of  8000 
dollars  per  annum,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress  : 

That  the  salary  of  the  treasurer  of  loans,  from  the  2d  of  November, 
1778,  be  the  same  as  that  of  a  commissioner  of  the  chambers  of  accounts, 
until  the  further  order  of  Congress  ;  in  full  of  all  services  in  the  said  office: 

That  the  accounts  of  the  said  officers  be  forthwith  adjusted  and  closed. 

Xesolved,  That  all  issues  of  articles  in  the  department  of  the  commissarr* 
general  of  issues,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d 
of  October,  1777,  be  discontinued : 

.That  the  medical  committee,  as  soon  as  they  shall  judge  convenient, give 
directions  for  removing  the  hospitals  in  or  near  Philadelphia,  to  some  oth«r 
place,  where  wood  and  other  necessaries  may  be  procured  on  more  reasoD- 
able  terms  than  in  the  city  aforesaid  : 

That  the  issuing-commissaries  be  respectively  directed  not  to  deliver  ra- 
tions, or  parts  olrations,  to  anv  hospital -commissary,  unless  on  retaroB 
signed  by  nim  and  countersigned  by  tne  principal  physician  or  surgeon  of 
the  respective  hospitals,  specifying  the  names  and  stations  of  the  persons 
for  whom,  and  for  what  time,  the  rations  are  drawn;  and  that  the  hospitil- 
commissary  be  also  reouired  to  annex  to  each  return  the  receipts  of  the  per- 
sona to  whom  he  shall  have  delivered  the  provisions  drawn  on  tlie  la^t 
return :  . 

That  the  commissary-general  of  issoes  direct  the  form  of  the  returns  and 
receipts  aforesaid^ 

FRIDAY,  January  28,  1780.  . 

Whereas  the  drawing  of  the  blanks  as  well  as  the  prizes  in  the  second 
class  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  has  been  attended  with  great  aad  unne- 
cessary exnense  and  delay,  and  the  drawing  of  the  prizes  on^  is  cqaaliv  se- 
cure and  advantageoua  to  the  adventurers  ;  therefore, 
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Riaohedf  That  the  board  of  treasurj  be  authorized  to  direct  the  roana- 
gen  of  the.  United  States'  lottery  to  draw  the  prizes  only,  in  the  third  class 
jof  tin  said  lottery  ;  and  that  in  case  anj  of  the  tickeu  should  remain  unsold 
At  the  commencement  of  the  drawing,  to  continue  the  sale  in  the  place  where 
tbe  lottery  is  drawn,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  board* 

Reaolvedt  That  a  secretary  be  not  allowed  to  the  navy  board  in  the  mid- 
dle district ;  but  that  Mr.  J.  rennet  bt  clerk  and  pay-master  to  the  said  board, 
with  his  fitrmer  salary  of  8000  dollars  per  annum. 

MONDAY,  January  31, 1780. 

Meioheds  That  Congress  are  impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the  attach* 
iseot  and  zeal  of  the  magistrates  i^nd  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  New -Jersey, 
iathecommoQ  cause;  ancl  of  their  ready  and  efllectoal  exertions  in  providinff 
md  furnishing  the  army,  under  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  with 
prorisions,  at  a  time  when  the  diflScuIty  of  transportation  rendered  such  ex« 
ertionsabfiolutely  necessary. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  2,  17S0. 

A  letter,  of  January  SO,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  inclosing  a  let* 
ter  from  major-f^eneral  Greene,  ciuarter-master  general,  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  general  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Arnold: 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  considering  the  proceedings 
iforesaid. 

Resolvedt  That  the  commission  to  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  be  as 
follows : 

The  United  Stttes  of  A  mericft  in  Congrew  anpmbled,  to  the  honorable  greeting  s 

Know  you,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  learning, 
prudence,  iotegritT»  and  abilities,  we  have  assigned,  deputed,  and  appointed 
jon  one  of  our  judges  of  our  court  of  appeals,  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all 
appeals  from  the  courts  of  admiralty,  in  the  states  respectively,  in  cases  of 
capture,  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  duly  entered  and  made  in 
any  of  tiie  said  states;  and  to  do  generally  all  those  things  that  you  are  or 
.  shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  b]^  Consress  to  do  and  perform,  and 
which  shall  be  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  said  office,  according  to  the 
law  and  usaee  of  nations  and  the  acts  of  Congress ;  to  have,  hold,  exercise, 
and  enjoy,  all  and  singular,  the  powers,  authorities,  and  jurisdictions  afore- 
said; and  also  the  pnvileges,  benefits,  emoluments,  and  advantages  to  the 
said  office  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining.  Witness,  his  excellency 
Samuel  Huktinoton,  esq.  president  of  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the 
daj  of  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  independence,  and  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

FRIDAY,  February  4,  1780. 

Mr.  John  Collins,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  attended  and  took  hia 
seat  in  Congress. 

MONDAY,  February  7,  1780. 

Mr.  Samuel  Livermore,  a  delegate  from  New-Hampshire,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommenaalion  of  brigadier-general  Huger,  dated 
April,  1779, 

Resolved^  That  the  Rev.  Henry  Purcell  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the  bri- 
^de  commanded  by  said  brigadier-general  Huger,  and  entitled  to  the  emo- 
^<iments  of  the  said  ofiice,  from  tlie  7th  day  of  April,  1779. 

.A  letter,  of  January  2d,  from  Nathaniel  Mumford,  was  read,  signifying 
^^  acceptance  of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of  accounts* 
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The  delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Congress  their  commU- 
sion  and  instructions,  which  were  read. 

A  representation  from  Peter  Alcott  and  Bazaleel  Wood  ward,  st jliog  them- 
selves agents  from  the  greater  part  of  the  towns  tn  the  northern  district  of  the 
New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  both  sides  ofConnecticutrirer,  and  between  the 
heights  of  land  on  the  two  sides,  accompanied  with  a  paper,  signed  **  Joseph 
Marsh,  chairman  of  said  convention,"  purporting  to  be  powers  grantsd  Aem 
bj  a  convention  of  members  from  the  towns  aforesaid,  were  read. 

An  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  was  laid  before 
Congress  and  read,  as  follows : 

«  STATE  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIBE : 
« In  the  yetf  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  aeventy-moe. 

An  act  for  ooinplyu^  with  and  carrying  into  effect  the  reoommeDdatioas  oontuned  in  ontiin  r^- 
solatwns  of  the  Congress  ot'the  United  Sutes  of  America,  of  the  S4th  of  September,  ud  Sd  of 
October,  1779. 

•'Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  did,  on  the  24th 
daj  of  September  last  past,  unanimously  enter  into  certain  resolutioos,  in  the 
words  following,  namely,  (here  the  resolutions  are  entered  at  full  length) 
arid  whereas  also  the  said  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  did,  oa 
the  2d  of  October  last,  unanimously  enter  into  a  certain  resolution,  in  the 
words  following,  namely,  *' whereas  in  the  first  resolution  of  Conervss,  of 
the  24th  of  September,"  &c.  (the  whole  resolution  being  recited)  ana  where- 
as the  afore-recited  resolutions  and  recommendations  are  founded  in  eqnt! 
justice  and  true  policy,  and  have  for  their  objiect  the  establishment  of  perpe- 
tual harmony,  fnendship  and  mutual  confidence  between  the  states  ttieran 
named,  which  is  no  less  the  desire  than  interest  of  thia  state  to  promote: be 
it  therefore  enacted,  that  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which  it  is  recom- 
mended to  or  requested  of  this  state,  in  and  by  the  said  rcsolutioDii  to  vest 
in  or  grant  to  the  said  Congress,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  io  aad  'p«nt' 
ed  thereto,  as  fully  and  amply  as  if  the  same  were  herein  again  ptfticolariy 
enumerated  and  described  ;  and  that  the  decisions  and  determinations  w|kK^ 
shall  be  made  in  the  premises,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  and  asthofitto 
hereby  granted,  shall  be  obligatory  on  this  state,  and  the  people  thereof,  w 
far  as  the  said  decisions  and  determinations,  or  any  or  either  of  then,  sbll 
respect  the  same  or  any  part  thereof.  And  further,  that  this  act  shdi  al- 
ways be  construed  in  a  sense  most  adapted  to  advance  the  design,  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  said  resolutions.  And  be  it  further  enacted  br  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  no  advantage  shall  be  taken  by  this  state  of  the  noo- 
performance  of  any  of  the  conditions  in  any  of  the  grants  of  land  in  the  said 
resolutions  referred  to ;  but  that  further  time  be  given  to  fulfil  the  same  re- 
Bpectively,  to  wit,  until  the  expiration  of  six  years,  to  be  computed  from  the 
publication  of  thiis  act. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesud,  that  Samael  Liver- 
more,  esq.  with  the  delegates  of  this  state  at  the  Continental  Con^ss,  ffir 
the  time  being,  or  either  of  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  fully  anthoritedand 
empowered  to  appear  as  agent  or  agents  for  this  state,  and  to  represent  the 
same  before  the  said  Congress,  or  any  court  or  commissioners  appointed  bj 
Congress  to  hear  and  determine  any  or  all  the  disputes  aforesaid.** 

Besolvei,  That  the  commissary-general  of  musters,  his  deputies  and  mis* 
ter-masters,  be  allowed  100  dollars  per  month  for  each  detained  ration,  fnitt 
the  18th  of  August  last  to  the  12th  of  January  last,  when  the  department  vas 
discontinued,  in  like  manner  as  officers  in  the  line. 

Eesolved,  That  the  officers  attached  to  the  companies  of  sappers  and  mi- 
ners be  commissioned,  and  rank  as  follows: 

Mr.  Nevin,  captain,  April  25th,  1779;  Mr.  Bebee,  Mr.  Murray.  Mr.Du 
Veil,  captains ;  Mr.  Gilleland,  Mr.  Bushnell,  Mr.  Cleveland,  captain  lieaU- 
nants,  August  2,  1779 ;  Mr.  Welsh,  lieutenant. 
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Beaolvedj  Th«t  io  part  payment  for  the  wood  and  other  supplies,  furnish- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  from  the  estate  of  Stephen  Moore,  at 
West-Point,  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer,  in  his  favour,  for  10,000  dol- 
lars, and  another  on  his  exeellencj  Richard  Caswell,  esq.  governor  of  the 
state  of  North -Carolina,  in  his  favour,  fur  30,000  dollars,  being  part  of  the 
moaej  raised  in  the  said  state  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  and'  that  the 
final  settlement  of  his  demands  be  deferred  to  a  future  opportunitj. 

TUESDAY,  February  8, 1780. 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  Coneress  of  the  28th  of  November,  177^,  it 
was  provided,  that  the  allowance  of  the  managers,  after  that  time,  should  be* 
determined  at  the  close  of  the  drawing  of  the  second  class  of  the  lottery : 

BemUved,  That  the  said  managers  be  respectively  allowed  12  dollars  per 
day  for  their  services  from  the  28th  of  November,  1778,  to  the  29th  of  June 
1779,  being  the  time  o(,  finishing  the  drawing  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  their 
allowance  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  .third  class  be  determined  at 
the.  close  of  the  drawing  thereof. 

Jlea0lved,  That  the  resignation  of  Mr.  R.  Troup,  secretary  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  be  accepted. 

Resolvidt  That  when  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  lost  by  capture  or  otherwiHe,  a  court  of  enquiry,  con- 
sisting of  that  continental  navy  board  which  shall  by  the  board  ofadmiralty 
be  directed  to  proceed  therein,  or  any  three  persons  that  such  navy  boaril 
may  appmnt,  be  held  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  such  loss ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  same  was  occasioned  by  the  negligence  or  malconduct  of  the 
captain,  or  anv  other  commissioned  officer  belonj^ing  to  the  ship  or  vessel  of 
war  so  lost,  that  then  a  court-martial  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the  officer  so 
offending,  to  consist  of  such  officers,  if  conveniently  to  be  collected,  as  by 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  navy  constitute  a  court-martial ;  otherwise 
of  £ve  such  persons  as  the  said  navy  board  shall  for  that  purpose  appoint ; 
and  if  soch  loss  should  be  by  capture,  and  it  shall  appear  on  trial,  that  the 
same  was  occasioned  by  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, then,  and  in  that  case,  such  commanding  officer  shall  suffisr  death ;  and 
if  the  lose,  whether  by  capture  or  otherwise,  should  be  occasioned  by  any 
other  malconduct,  such  commanding  officer  shall  be,  by  such  court-martial, 
cashiered : 

That  when  two  or  more  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  in  the  service  of  these 
states,  are  in  company,  and  any  or  either  of  them  shall  be  lost,  by  capture 
or  otherwise,  a  court  of  enquiry,  so  constituted  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  to 
enquire  into  the  causes  thereof;  and  if  it  should  appear  that  such  loss  was 
occasioned  by  the  malconduct  or  negligence  of  anj^  captain  or  commanding 
officer  of  any  ship  or  vessel  in  company  as  aforesaid,  then  a  court-martial, 
constituted  as  before  mentioned,  shall  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the  officer  so 
offending;  and  if  the  loss  should  be  by  capture,  and  it  should  appear  on 
trial,  that  such  capture  was  occasioned  by  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  such 
captain  or  commanding  officer,  by  withholding  his  assistance  from  the  ship 
or  vessel  of  war  so  captured,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such  captain  or  com- 
manding officer  shall  suffer  death ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  loss  hap- 
pened tonn^  any  other  malconduct  of  such  captain  or  commanding  officer, 
tiien  be  shall  be,  by  such  court-martial,  cashiered  : 

That  if,  upon  enquiry  as  aforesaid,  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer  w  offi- 
cers in  the  service  of  these  states,  it  shall  appear  tliat  they,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  have  offended  in  any  instance  mentioned  in  these  resolutions,  it  shall 
be  in  the  power  of  the  navy  board  to  suspend  such  officer  or  officers,  until  a 
trial  by  cour^martial  shall  be  had;  and  the  navy  board  shall  forthwith 
transmit  to  the  board  of  adn^iralty  ^e  proceedings  of  such  court  of  enquiry. 
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with  their  doings  in  consequence  thereof,  and  to  Congress  all  the  prckceed- 
ings  of  courts-martial,  when  any  shall  be  had,  previous  to  the  execution  «{ 
any  capital  sentence  that  shall  be  by  such  court-martial  awarded ;  to  the 
end  that  Congress  may  extend  their  mercy  to  such  offenders  as  they  may 
judge  to  be  proper  objects  thereof. 

JResolvedt  That  the  board  of  admiralty  order  a  court  of  enquiry  to  be 
instituted  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  to  enquire  into  the  caoie 
of  the  loss  of  the  continental  sloop  Fly,  lately  con^manded  by  captiia 
James  Robinson. 

A  petition  from  the  corporation  of  the  public  grammar  school,  or  ica- 
demy,  of  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  Delaware  state,  was  read, 
praying  a  compensation  for  the  damages  done  to  their  public  school : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  bo&rd  of  treasury,  there  to  be  &led 
with  papers  of  a  similar  nature. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  9.  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  W.  Paca,  was  r^d,  signifying  his  acceptance  of 
the  office  of  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals. 

'JUsolvedn  That  the  reasonable  expense  any  state  hath  incurred,  or  may  in-. 
cu^,  by  raising  and  having  in  the  continental  army  more  than  what  shall  here- 
after appear  to  have  b^en  their  just  proportion  of  the  troops  actually  serrii^ 
in  the  said  army  from  time  to  tiroe^  shall  be  allowed  to  such  states,  and 
equitably  adjusted  in  a  final  settlement  of  their  accounts  with  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  ensuing^  caropaio;n  the  states  be  respectively  rc- 

3uired  to  furnish,  by  draughts  or  otherwise,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
Lpril  nett,  their  respective  deficiencies  of  the  number  of  35,21 1  men,  excla- 
sive  of  commissioned  officers,  which  Congress  deem  necessary  for  the  service 
of  the  present  year : 

That  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  be  as  follows  : 
New-Hampshire, 

Massachuaetts-Bay,  ... 
Rhode-lslaiid,  .... 
Connecticut,  .... 

New-York,  .... 

New-Jersey,  .... 

Pennsylvania,         .... 

That  all  the  men  whose  times  of  service  do  not  expire  before  the  last  date 
of  September  next,  be  counted  towards  the  quotas  of  the  states  to  which 
they  respectively  belong,  whether  they  compose  the  battalions  in  the  line  of 
the  several  states,  those  of  the  additional  corps,  including  the  guards,  tlie 
artillery  and  horse,  or  the  regimental  artificers  in  the  departments  of  the 
quarter-master  general  and  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  who  bein|^ 
credited  to  the  states  respectively,  should  be  provided  for,  deemed  and  treat- 
ed in  the  same  manner  with  the  men  in  the  several  state  lines ;  and  it  is 
rcommended  to  the  several  stites  to  make  like  provision  for  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  artillery,  horse/additional  corps,  including  the  guards  and  regi- 
mented artificers,  as  may  be  made  in  pursuance  of  any  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  officers  and  men  of  their  respective  battalions ;  with  such  ex- 
ceptions, respecting  the  regimented  artificers,  as  have  been  made  by  Congress 
in  their  acts  concerning  them  : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  forthwith  directed  to  transmit  to  the 
several  states  accurate  returns  of  the  troops  now  in  service,  belonging  or 
credited  to  their  respective  quotas  ;  to  the  intent  that  immediate  measures 
be  taken  by  the  governments  of  the  states,  to  bring  the  men  to  be  raised 
into  the  field,  with  certainty  and  expedition. 

THURSDAY,  February  10,  1780. 
Bxaolved^  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  merit  and  services 
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ot'  eol..  AriDaBdy  and  that  his  application  for  leave  of  absence,  for  the  space 
of  six  months,  after  the  end  of  die  next  campaign,  be  complied  with. 

FRIDAY,  Fe6nMif y  11,1 780. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  informing  that  thej 
had  appointed  Samuel  Hodg«ion,  the  principal  field-commissary  of  milita- 
ry stores,  to  be  deputy-commisftary  general  of  military  stores,  and  propos- 
ing lathis  |my  should  be  1250  dollars  per  month  ;  Whereupon, 

RemAvedt  That  the  pay  of  Samuel  Hodgdon,  deputy rcomm^sary  general 
of  milttary  stores,  be  1250  dollars  per  month,  until  the  further  order  of 
Congress. 

l&olved.  That  the  executive  power  of  the  state  of  Virginia  be  autho- 
red to  examine  the  accounts  oi  the  deputy -commissary  general  of  pur- 
chases and  issues,  against  col.  Bland,  for  articles  supplied  for  his  use  while  in 
command  at  the  post  of  Charlotteviile,  and  to  make  such  allowances  in 
his  favor  as  they  btiall  deem  just  and  proper ;  and  that  colonel  Bland  be 
dischareed  from  payment  of  the  monies  charged  against  him  for  all  articles 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  executive,  he  uiould  have  been  allowed, 
from  die  peculiar  situation  of  his  command. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  hiffhly  applaud  the  unremitted  exertions  of  the 
state  of  Georgia,  and  the  zeal  and  firmness  manifested  by  them  under  all 
their  difficulties ;  and  that  the  state  of  Georgia  may  be  assured  no  endeavour 
will  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  promote  her  interests. 

Remilvedt  That  the  ^uota  of  continental  troops  for  the  state  of  Georgia 
be,  ^e  onstting  campaign,  one  battalion  of  infantry  and  one  regiment  of 
horse. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  plan  adopted  by  the  state  of  Georgia 
for  reducing  the  four  regiments  of  that  state  into  one,  for  officering  the  same, 
and  also  the  regiment  of  cavalry. 

Resolved,  That  such  officers  as  cannot  be  employed  in  the  line  of  that  state 
be  deemed  supernumeraries,  and  entitled  to  every  privilege  with  officers  in 
like  situation. 

Reeolvedt  That  the  president  inform  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Georgia 
that  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners  is  now  negotiating,  and  due  regard  will 
undoubtedly  be  paid  to  colonel  Elbert. 

Raolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  high  sense  Congress  entertaii^  of  the 
merit  of  colonel  ^Ibert,  CoOgress  cannot  at  present  i^roinotehim  to  the  rank 
of  bri^dier  in  the  continental  army,  as  such  promotion  would  be  pcoductive 
of  disce^otent  in  the  line  of  the  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  respecting  the  exchange  of  colonel  Elbert, 
be  transmitted  to  general  Washington. 

SATURDAY,  Fehruary  12,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the*  governor  and  privy -council  of  the  state  of  South-Ca- 
rolina be  requested  to  advance,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  military  chest,  such 
anms  of  money,  being  part  of  the  taxes  raised  in  the  said  state,  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  as  they,«  on  consulting  the  commanding  officer  in  tiie 
Mothem  department,  may  find  necessary  for  the  public  service  there,  advis- 
ing the  board  of  treasury  thereof :  and  that,  on  receipt  of  the  documents 
shewing  such  payments  respectively,  the  said  board  credit  the  state  with  the. 
same,  from  the  dates  when  they  were  severally  made,  according  to  the  re^ 
oolotion  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  October  last. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-mar- 
tial on  the  trial  of  major-general  Arnold,  and  the  same  neing  gone  through; 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Foites,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones,  that  the  sen- 
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tence  of  the  court-martial  be  confirmed ;  on  whichy  the  yeas  and  najs  were 
required,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

MONDAY,  February  14,  1780. 

Resolved^  That  recruiting  money  be  famished  to  mafor  Lee,  to  enable 
him  to  inlist  seventy  privates,  to  serve  as  dismounted  dragoons  in  additbo 
to  those  now  in  the  corps ;  the  whole  to  be  formed  into  three  troops. 
^  A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  George  Hoflfner,  adjutant  in  colonel  Proctor's 
regiment  of  artiUery,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  commissiuo; 
\Vhereupon, 

Sesolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter,  t>f  this  day,  from  Lawrence  Aliman,  captain-lient*  in  coLProctor^ 
regiment  of  artillery,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign  his  comoiisMoa* 

Mesolved,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

TUESDAY,  February  15,  1780. 

Resolvedt  That  a  copy  of  the  letters  from  the  state  of  GeonpA,  as  farii 

.they  relate  to  general  M'Intosh,  be  transmitted  to  that  officer,  andthatbebe 

informed  Congress  deem  it  inexpedient  to  employ  him  at  present  in  the  sootb- 

ern  army,  and  therefore  his  services  in  that  department  be  dispensed  with, 

until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  February  18,  1780. 

A  memorial  from  John  Holker,  esq.  agent  for  the  marine  of  France,  &:• 
'was  read,  accompanied  with  an  appeal  from  the  iud^ent  of  the  court  of  ad- ' 
miralty  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  on  the  libel  John  Tucker,  vervas 
the  ship  Le  Vem  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  appeals. 

SATURDAY,  February  19, 1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  capt.Ebenezer  Green,  on^  of  thehosta^s 
at  the  Cedars,  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  who  is  hereby  authom- 
ed  and  directed  to  take  such  measures  relative  to  the  said  hostages  as  he 
shall  judge  most  expedient. 

MONDAY,  February  21,  1780. 

Besolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  ir^the  northern  de- 
partment be  autKqrized  and  instructed  to  take  such  securities  from  the  hostile 
tribes  of  Indians,  to  ensure  the  faithful  performance  of  their  engagements 
with  the  said  commissioners,  as  seem  most  conducive  to  the  end  proposed, 
in  lieu  of  hostages. 

Resolved,  That  the  promotion  of  the  artillery  and  horse  be  determined  bj 
the  rules  executed  with  regard  to  the  infantry ;  and  that  no  promotions  to 
the  rank  bf  colonel,  either  in  the  artillery  or  cavalry,  be  made  on  vacancies. 
Resolved,  That  all  aids-de-carop  now  in  service,  who  were  appointed 
before  the  27th  of  May,  177S,  and  are  not  admissible  into  any  state  line. 
receive  commissions  agreeable  to  the  rank,  they  are  entitled  to,  under  the 
resolution  of  June  5th,  1776;  their  commissions  to  bear  the  dates  of  their 
appointments. 

TUESDAY,  February  22, 1780. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  Gerry,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  a(»y  member  thinking  his  privily  infringed  by  any  thtr? 
said  or  done  in  the  house,  ought  of  right  to  be  heard  in  his  place. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  23,  1780. 
Colonel  Armand,  marquis  de  la  Rouerie,  having  applied  for  promotion  to 
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the  rank  of  brigadier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  Con^resSy 
(though  conscious  of  his  merit*  and  that  he  has  upon  all  occasions  exhibited 
undoubted  and  distinguished  proofs  of  his  great  '^eal,  activity  and  vigilance, 
intelligence  and  bravery;  and  in  the  iast  campaign  particularly,  rendered 
very  valuable  services)  not  thinking  it  expedient  under  the  present  circum* 
stances  of  the  army  to  comply  with  his  request,  as  it  would  too  much  inter* 
fere  with  the  arrangements  lately  established,  and  be  injurious  to  the  rights 
of  other  colonels  who  have  been  longer  in  service  than  colonel  Armand ;  and 
bein^tlesirous,  as  well  to  promote  the  public  interest  as  to  testify  their  good 
opinion  of  colonel  Armana,  by  affording  him  an  opportunity  of  continuing  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States ; 

Besolved^  That  the  remains  of  the  legion  of  the  late  count  Pulaski  be  in- 
corporated with  the  corps  of  colonel  Armand,  marquis  de  la  Rouerie,  in  such 
manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  southern  army  shall  think  proper : 
the  united  corps  to  be  formed  into  a  les;ion  to  be  commanded  by  colonel  Ar^ 
mand  ;  provided,  however,  that  gen.  Lincoln  has  not  already  entered  into  mea- 
sures for  complying  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  December  29th,  1779. 

FRIDAY,  Felrruary  £5,  1780. 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  New-York,  laid 
before  Congress  Hundry  resolutions  ofthe  senate  of  that  state,  relative  to  the 
appnintracnt  of  delegates,  which  were  read. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe  report  ofthe  committee  for  es- 
timating supplies,  and  the  same  having  been  debated  by  paragraphs  and 
amended,  the  following  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  viau 

BaohMdt  That  the  several  states  be  called  on  forthwith  to  procure  their 
respective  quotas  of  supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  follows^  to  wit ; 

N.  Hampshire  11,200  hundred  weigfht  ofbeefJ  18,662  busht^ls  of  corn,  or  short 
35,643  gallons  of  rum,              I  forage  equivalent, 

Mass'iU-Bay,  56,000  hundred  welriit  of  bee(  Maryland,  40,000  hundred  weight  of  bee( 

12,126  buidielsof  salt,  20,000  barrels  of  flour, 


195,628  gallons  of  mm, 
Ehode-Island,  2,240  liundredweififht  of  beef, 
2,000  bu^ielsofsaJt, 
18,621  gallons  of  rum, 
400  tons  of  hay, 
Connecticut,  78,400  hundred  weight  of  bee^Viiginia, 
1,011  bushels  of  salt, 
68,5|8  gallons  of  rum, 
'     500  tons  of  hay, 
New-York,     11,200  hundred  weight  of  beef, 
13,969  barrels  of  flour, 

500  tons  of  hay, 
30,000  bsshels  of  Indian  com, 
or  other  short  forage 
equivalent. 
New-Jeney,  18,000  hundred  weight  of  beet 
10,000  barrels  of  flour, 
3,758  bushels  of  salt, 
3,500  tons  of  hay, 
30,000  bushels  of  com,  or  short 
foraf^  eouivalent, 
Pemu^lvania,  40,000  barrels  of  flour, 
14,189  buflhclsofsalt, 
24,423  gallons  of  rum, 
AJOO  tons  of  hay, 
200,000  bushelsofcom,  or  short 
forage  equivalent, 
3/)55  banek  of  flour, 
500  tons  of  hay, 


Delaware, 


200  tons  of  hay  or  com 
blade, 
56,152  busliels  of  com,  or  short 
forage  equivsilent, 
1,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco^ 
47,000  hundred  weight  of  beei^ 

1,278  barrels  of  flour, 
10,700  bushels  oi' salt,  •' 
400  tons  of  hay  or  com 
blade, 
200,000  bushels  ofcom,  or  short 
forage  equivalent, 
6,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
100,000  galionsof  rum, 
N.-Carolina,    49,875  hundred  w^eight  of  beef, 
15,000  barrels  of  flour, 
4>500  bushels  of  salt, 
*800  tons  of  hay  or  com 
blade, 
80,000  bushelsofcom,  or  short 
forage  in  proportion, 
S.-Carolina,    16,000  hundred  weight  of  beef, 
52^000  hundred  weight  of  rice, 

5,000  bushekofsalt, 
12  ,000  gallons  of  rum, 

800  tons  of  hay  or  com 
blade, 
80,000  bushelsofcom,  or  short 
forage  equivalent. 


V 
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Resolved,  That  pork  be  received  fn>ai  any  state  in  lieu  of  beefy  in  quan- 
tltiea  proportioned  to  the  prices  assigoed  to  ^ch. 

Resolved^  That  continental  rum,  or  other  spirit  suitable  for  the  army,  be  re- 
vived in  lieu  of  West-India  rum.  in  proportion  to  the  prices  assigned  ta  escli. 

Jtesolved^  That  the  articles  aforesaid,  be  collected  and  deposited,  or  deli- 
vered, at  the  risk  of  the  respective  states^  in  such  places  within  each  atate 
respective! J,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  judge  roost  convenient,  except 
tobacco,  which  is  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  commercial  committee. 

Provided,  That  suth  of  the  said  articles  as  shall  be  destroyed  or  taken  bj 
the  enemj.  after  being  deposited  as  aforesaid,  or  which  shall  be  dunaged  bj 
long  keeping,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States. 
.  Meiolvedt  That  the  respective  states  be  credited  for  all  such  coaimodi- 
tjes,  being  of  g(K)d  and  sufficient  quality,  as  shall  be  received  for  tlie  use  of 
the  United  States,  by  persons  appointed  to  Inspect  the  8aiiie»  at  the  prtces 
following^  to  wit : 

Merchantable  flour, per  hundred  weight  gross,  viz.  112  lb.  4 J  dollars; 

Beef,  best  grass  fed,  which  shall  be  delivered  between  the  first  of  Jalj 
and  the  first  of  December,  5^  dollars  per  net  hundred  weight; 

Beef,  best  stall  fed,  which  shall  be  delivered  in  the  month  of  December, 
6}  dollars  per  net  hundred  weight;  atvi  for  all  that  shall  be  delivered  after 
the  first  of  January,  and  before  the  first  of  July,  8  dollars  per  net  hundred 
weight; 

Fresh  pork,  well  fktted  with  corn  or  rice,  7  dollars  per  net  hundred  weight ; 
salted  pork  per  barrel,  well  fatted  as  aforesaifl,  containing  220  lb.  net,  2sL 
dollars ;  salted  beef  per  barrel,  containing;  240  lb.  net,  17^  dollars;  dean 
well  dried  Indian  com  per  bushel,  ^  a  dollar ;  oats,  well  cleaned,  j  a  dollar 
per  bushel ;  rice,  well  cleaned^  per  bushel,  1  dollar ;  white  beana  and  peas 
per  bushel,  Ij  dollars;  wheat  per  bushel,  weighing  60  lb.  1}  dollars;  spelts, 
4  a  dollar  per  bushel ;  buckwheat  per  bushel,  S-5  of  a  dollar ;  rough  nee,  | 
of  a  dollar  per  bushel;  merchantable  rice,  3  dollars  per  hundrea  weight ; 
Best  upland  first  crop  hay  per  ton,  15  dollars ;  best  Indian  com  blades  per 
ton,  \5  dollars;  good  inspected  tobacco  per  hundred  net,  6  dollars;  West- 
India  rum,  good  proof,  1  2-3  dollar  per  gallon ;  best  alum  or  rock  salt  per 
bushel,  3  dollars;  and  other  salt  in  proportion; 

Continental  rum,  good  proof,  1  dollar;  and  other  spirits,  good  preo(  suit- 
able for  the  army,  at  prices  in  the  usual  proportions  to  the  price  of  rye. 

Resolved^  That  all  the  accounts  between  these  states,  relating  to  their 
quotas  of  the  supplies  aforesaid,  shall  be  kept  and  finally  settled  in  Spanish 
milled  dollars,  and  the  balances  finally  paid  in  specie. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear,  on  an  adjustment  of  the  quotas  of  the 
several  states,  that  any  state  has  supplied  more  than  its  due  proportion  in 
•  value,  every  such  state  shall  be  paid  the  value  of  the  surplus,  at  the  rates 
aforesaid,  in  specie,  with  interest  at  6  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  tine 
such  surplus  shall  have  been  depositeci  as  above  directed ;  and  every  state 
which  shall  have  failed  to  supply  its  due  proportion,  shall  be  charged  with 
the  deficiency,  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  and  tne  like  interest  thereon,  from  the 
time  that  the  same  ought  to  have  been  deposited. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states  cause  monthly  returns  to  be  made  ta 
the  board  of  war  of  all  such  comoiodities  as  shall  be  procured  for  the  use  af 
the  United  States ;  specifying  the  quantities  issued  in  each  preceding mooth. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  state  shall  have  taken  the  necessary  measBRf 
for  furnishing  its  quota  of  the  said  supplies,  and  shall  have  givcB  infomatioD 
thereof  to  Congress,  such  state  be  authorized  to  carry  into  effect  the  reso- 
lution of  the  irth  of  December  last,  for  dicontinuing  purchases  of  lach 
supplies,  by  the  commissaries  or  quarter-masters  within  the  same. 
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Ruolved,  That  the  several  states  be  excused  from  pajing  into  the  trea- 
sury 2-3  of  the  monies  which  they  were  called  on  to  raise  monthly,  for  the 
use  ^  the  United  States,  by  the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  October,  IT79. 

Besolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  to  furnish  such  parts  of 
their  quotas  of  meat,  in  beef  cattle,  as  the  commissaries  shall  from  time  to 
tiaie  nare  occaaion  for,  to  supply  the  army  with  fresh  beef  through  the 
different  seasonaof  the  year. 

That  only  such  quantities  of  beef  and  pork  be  salted,  to  be  delivered  in 
barrels,  as  ahall  be  requested  by  the  commissary -general : 

That  the  hides  and  tallow  of  the  beef  cattle,  delivered  on  foot,  shall  be 
received  and  credited  at  the  same  price  as  the  beef. 

That  tiie  provisions  furnished  bj  authority  of  any  sfate,  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  since  the  first  day  of  December  last,  may  be  credited  as  part  of  the 
quota  of  supplies  assigned  to  such  state ;  attlie  prices  fixed  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  ii  such  state  desire  it. 

Resolved^  That  doctor  David  Oliphant,  director-general  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  state  of  South-Carulina,be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  make  monthly 
returns  to  the  medical  committee,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
of  the  7th'  of  April,  1777;  and  that  he  cause  a  duplicate  thereof  to  be  de- 
livered -nHmthly  to  the  commanding  officer,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  southern 
army;  and  that  the  director-general  of  the  hospitals  tojthe  army  of  the 
UnitcMi  States  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution* 

MONDAY.  February  28,   1780. 

Xesoltwd,  That  lieutenant-colonel  White  be  informed  that  Congress  have 
fesolsed  tp  grant  no  colonels'  commissions  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
of  America;  and  therefore  lieutenant'colonel  White's  request  cannot  be 
complied  with. 

Rtsolvedy  That  lieutenant-colonel  Baldwin,  and  the  ofiicers  of  the  seve- 
ral companies  of  artificers  that  were  incorporated  on  the  12th  of  November 
last  and  put  under  his  command,  and  who  were  in  service  before  that  day^be 
allowed  the  increased  subsistence  of  100  dollars  per  month  for  each  retained 
ration^  in  like  manner  as  the  same  has  been  allowed  to  officers  in  the  line,  by 
virtue  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  August  last,  for  suck 
dne  as  they  were  in  service  subsequent  to  the  day  last  mentioned. 

Resolved t  That  lieutenant-colonel  Baldwin  be  allowed,  in  the  payment 
of  the  balance  due  by  him  to  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  6491  dollars, 
being  monies  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  at  Skeensborough, 
without  any  default. 

TUESDAY,  February  29,  1780. 

The  board  of  war  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  gen.  Irvine,  of 
the  £dd  ult.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  from  ^en.  Irvine,  of  January  23d,  relative  to  his 
rank,  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to 
direct  tfie  necessary  enquiry  into  gen.  Irvine's  claim,  and  finally  settle  the 
same. 

Revived,  That  the  president  of  the  council  of  MassachusettiBay  bein- 
fbrmed,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  ISth  of  January  last,  that  all  grants 
and  allowances,  of  what  name  or  nature  soever,  made  by  Congress  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  rations 
or  bounties,  since  tiie  first  day  of  January,  1777,  (except  for  extra  services, 
or  expcfnses  in  special  cases)  were  made  in  consideration  of  the  enhanced 
|irices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the 
paper  currency,  and  ought  to  be  accordingly  considered  in  making  good  the 
original  contract. 
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WEDNESDAY,  March  1,  1780. 

The  delegates  from  the  state  of  Connecticut  laid  before  Con»re8S  the  cre- 
dentials of  their  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Resolved^  That  although  Congress  have  been  informed  of  the  eoodcondoct 
and  character  of  the  chevalier  de  Vandre,  who  has  served  wiu  reputation 
the  last  campaign,  in  the  corps  commanded  by  col.  Armand,  thecircttmstan- 
ces  of  the  armj  will  not  admit  of  his  being  promoted : 

That  he  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  lieutenant  of  dragoons,  dor- 
ingthe  time  ot  his  service  in  America,  and  the  sum  of  2000  dollars  to  enable 
him  to  return  to  France. 

Resolved^  That  any  interest  the  United  States  may  have  in  the  ci|)tireef 
the  brigantine  Betsev,  by  the  sloop  Argo,  Silas  Talbot,  commander,  be  re- 
•  linauished  to  the  saicl  captain  Talbot,  and  the  officerSi  seamen,  and  natim 
unaei*  his  command  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

THURSDAY,  March  2,  1780. 

Resolved^  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
disputes  and  differences  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states  of  New- 
York,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New-Hampshire,  or  such  of  thtraas  hive 
passed  laws  agreeable  to  a  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  84th of  Se{^ 
tember  last,  on  one  part,  and  the  people  of  a  certain  district  of  countiy 
called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  who  claim  to  a  separate  jurisdiction,  ea 
the  other  part 

SATURDAY,  •Mflfcft  4,1780. 

A  letter,  of  February  Ist,  from  D.  Avery,  chaplain  to  the  brigade,  late 
Learned's,  was  read,  requesting  leave,  on  account  of  hisJUl  state  ol  health, 
to  resign ; 

Resolved^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  Thai  Mr.  Nevin  be  appointed  a  captain  of  engineerB,tOTaAk 
from  the  25th  of  April,  1779. 

That  the  chevalier  Bonnevalle  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  ensign  in  tie 
army  of  the  United  States, 

ifesolved.  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  suspend  the  sale  of 
any  more  bills  of  exchange,  till  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

MONDAY,  March  6,  1780. 

Mr.  J.  Morin  Scott,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-York,  attended  and 
took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  \Villiam  Soiilhf 
of  Baltimore,  dated*  February  10th,  respecting  the  payment  of  interest  doe 
on  loan-office  certificates,  issued  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  report  as  their  opinion) 

That  the  said  interest  cannot  be  regularly  dischargeo,  except  by  the  per* 
son  who  is  possessed  of  the  books  of  the  oflnce,  and  by  whom  alone  thej  can 
be  checked ;  and  that  as  the  government  of  the  said  state  is  now  again  in  ope- 
ration, and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  business  of  the  loan-office  is  re- 
vived and  reffularly  carried  on,  the  certificates  ought  to  be  presented  there* 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  governors  of  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  Sooth-Ca- 
rolina, be  requested  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  in  filling  up  theb  conti- 
nental battalions,  and  that  the  men,  as  they  can  be'  from  time  to  time  col- 
lected, to  the  number  of  fifty,  be  forwarded  to  join  the  southern  armj ;  that, 
in  the  meai>  time,  the  said  states  be  requested  to  raise  a  body  of  militia,  to 
ioin  and  serve  in  the  southern  army  until  the  first  day  of  January  nest,  an* 
less  sooner  relieved  by  tlieir  respective  quotas  of  continental  troops,  or  other- 
wise discharged. 
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The  board  of  treasary  report,  that,  on  information,  they  find  large  sap* 
pliea  for  the  army  have  been  lately  collected  in  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  in 
consequence  of  an  application  from  the  commander  in  chief,  either  by  the 
magistrates  or  persona  appointed  for  that  end  by  the  legislature ;  the  accounts 
.aristnx  on  which  can  be  a^re  conveniently  paiil  and  settled  under  the  direc- 
tion otdie  state  than  in  any  other  mode ;  Whereupon, 

Raolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New- 
Jersey,  to  take  measures  for  the  payment  of  the  accounts  arising  for  supplies 
lately  furnished  to  the  army,  in  consequence  of  the  application  of  the  com- 
manaer  in  chief,  in  the  mode  which  the^  majr  judge  most  conduciye.to  the 
relief  pf  those  who  have  furnished  them  ;  including  tne  same  in  their  accounts 
against  the  United  States,  to  be  subject  to  examination  in  like  manner  as 
other  cbaiges. 

TUESDAY,  March  7,  17B0. 

Mr.  P.  Schuyler,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Tork,  attended  and 
took  his  seat,  in  Congress. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Liyinjgston,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Tord,  Uid  before 
Congress  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  extending  his  delega- 
tion antil  the  first  day  oi  October  next. 

Hesohedp  That  maior-seneral  baron  Steuben  be  allowed  the  sum  of  250 
lonis  d'ors,  in  bills  oi  exchange,  for  reimbursing  him  the  expenses  of  himself 
and  family  coming  to  America. 

A  letter,  of  January  22d,  from  W.  Whipple,  was  read,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  act  of  Congress  appointing  him  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
admiralty,  which  office,  on  account  of  the  situation  of  his  private  aflfairs,  he  is 
obliged  to  decline. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  8,  1780. 

Besahed^  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states. of  Virginia, 
Korth -Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  to  have  in  readiness  to  act,  as  the  ope- 
Tations  of  the  campaign  shall  require,  a  body  of  5,000  militia  or  state  troops, 
oyer  and  above  their  quotas  of  continental  troops,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, to  wit :  Vii^inia  2,000,  North-Carolina  1,500,  South-Carolina  1,500. 

That  the  militia  directed  to  be  held  in  readiness  by  the  stfttes  of  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  agreeable  to  the  aforegoing  resolution, 
be  called  into  actual  service  whenever  the  commanding  officer  in  the  soutli- 
ern  department  shall  deem  it  necessary. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be.  directed  to  make  such  detachment  from 
the  troops  under  his  command,  to  reinforce  the  southern  army,  as  his  strength 
and  circumstances  will  pennit. 

Eesolvedf  That  the  board  of  treasury  report  such  sums  as  they  may  d^em 

competent,  to  be  advanced  to  the  commissioners  and  clerks  of  the  several 

.  boards^  auditors  of  the  army,  and  other  civil  officers,  for  their  necessary  ex- 

pensef»,  to  be  accounted  for  toward  their  salaries,  when  a  new  establishment 

thereof  shall  be  made  byCongress^ 

Resolved^  That  the.  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  bills  ot  exchange  drawn  on  the  honorable  John  Jay,  esq. 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Spain,  for  a  sum  equal  to  £  5,000 
sterling,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  committee  of  commerce  to  Mr.  Bingham,  or 
delivered  to  his  agent,  Mr.  Benezet,  in  Philadelphia,  to  discharge  in  part  the 
debt  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  said  William  Bingham. 

Tliat,  in  consequence  of  the  request  of  the  said  William  Bingham,  behave 
leave  to  return  to  Philadelphia. 

THURSDAY,  March  9,  1780. 
Resolved,  That  the  chevalier  de  Fontivereaux,  who  has  for  some  time 
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borne  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  the  armj  of  the  United  States,  bj  brevet,  re< 
ceive  the  commiision  of  lieutenant  of  dragoons  in  colonel  Armand's  Icgkm. 

FRIDAY.  March  10. 1780. 

^Whereas  general  Schujler  baa  declined  the  appotntment  made  in  cobm* 
quence  of  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  January  last : 

Resolved^  That  the  remaining  commissioners  be  empowered  to  proceed  in 
the  business  committed  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  said 
commissioners,  and  with  them  devise  the  best  ways  and  means  of  osnjiog 
their  commission  into  effect :  tlie  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman.  Mr.  Jeoet, 
and  Mr.  Schuyler. 

For  the  better  regulating  the  payment  of  arrears  due.  or  become  die,  to 
the  soldierTf  for  clothing,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  I6th 
of  August  last, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  regimental-paT-mastefs.  at  the  end  of  eicli 
year,  make  out  returns  of  the  clotSing  drawn  dt  each  soldier  in  the  regiment 
to  which  he  belongs,  in  the  course  thereof,  and  of  the  articles  still  dae  and 
to  be  paid  for,  at  the  value  fixed  by  the  clothier-general. 

That  each  of  the  said  returns,  certified  by  the  sub  or  state  clothier  of  tlie 
troops  of  the  state  to  which  the  regiment  may  belonf^  accompanied  by  a  eer 
tified  copy  of  the  last  muster-roll,  be  delivered  to  the  auditors  of  the  army, 
or  detachment  of  the  army,  in  which  the  said  regiment  nuy  be.  who  afaaU 
compare  the  return  with  the  muster-roll,  file  them  in  their  office, and  report 
a  warrant,  in  the  usual  form,  for  the  sum  necessary  to  discharge  tkearrearato 
the  soldiers ;  and  when  any  part  of  the  regiment  happens  to  be  detached  at 
tkat  time,  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  them  shall,  when  the^  return,  be  grist- 
ed on  a  certificate  of  tlie  inspector  who  musters  the  regiment,  and  settled 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  arrears  due  to  those  present. 

That  each  regimental -pay -master,  within  two  weeks  after  the  receiptor 
the  money,  pay  off"  the  several  companies,  ami  take  receipts  from  the  soUien 
respectively,  to  be  produced  as  his  vouchers  to  the  auditors,  at  the  neitaet- 
tiement  of  his  regimental  pay-roll. 

That  the  said  auditors  examine  and  settle  the  said  accounts,  and  the  ba* 
lance,  if  any,  ^Mrhich  may  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  said  iiay-msster,  br 
reason  of  casualties  in  the  regiment,  after  the  taking  of  the  muster-roll 
aforesaid,  be  refunded,  as  directed  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
6th  day  of  February,  1778. 

That  arrears  of  clothing  due  to  prisoners,  or  the  legal  representatives  ol 
such  as  from  time  to  time  may  have  died  in  the  service,  be  paid  for  in  the 
manner  directed  in  similar  cases  of  arrears  of  pay  by  the  said  last  recited 
resolutions. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  January  2m 
from  the  board  of  war,  respecting  the  right  of  persons  out  of  office  to  drav 
pay,  rations  and  subsistence,  whue  settling  their  accounts,  brought  ia  a  re- 
port ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  no  allowance  of  pay,  rations  or  subsistence,  ought  to  be 
made  to  any  person  after  he  ceases  to  be  in  office. 

That  if  any  issuer  deliver  out  public  stores  to  such  persons,  '^^^'^^V. 
ing  authorized  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  the  same  ought  to  be  charged  ts 
his  account. 

SATURDAY,  March  11,1 780. 
Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
make  the  most  salutary  regulations'  possible  for  modifying  the  practice  ot 
taking  men  from  the  re^ments  to  act  as  servants  to  officers,  which  has  here- 
tofore been  attended  with  many  bad  consequences* 
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Thai  CTer?  officer  who  by  tiich  regalation  ahtll  be  entitled  to  a  Benrant, 
and  who  shall  inlist,  to  aenre  during  the  wari  a  youth  not  under  fifteen  nor 
eiceeding  eighteen  jetrs  of  age,  and  who  from  appearances  is  likely  to  prove 
an  aUe  bodied  soldier,  sach  officer  shall  retain  the  youth  so  inlisted  as  his 
sertanty  nntil,  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  inspector-general,  or  one  of  the  sob-in- 
apectors,  he  shall  be  fit  to  bear  arms,  and  the  youth  shall  receive  the  bouBtr 
mcNiey,  clothing,  pay  and  rations  of  a  soldier  ;  and  the  officer  to  whom  such 
servant  shall  be  attached,  is  not  to  be  allowed  a  man  out  of  the  ranks,  on  anj 
pretence  whatsoever,  while  such  servant  remains  with  him.    In  case  of  Ae 
death  or  resignation  of  such  officer,  the  servant  to  be  turned  over  to  aome 
other  oflicer,  in  the  regiment,  entitled  to  a  servant.    The  like  allowancea  of 
clothing,  pay  and  rations  shall  be  given  to  any  officer  entitled  as  aAiresaid  to 
a  servant  who  shall  bring  into  the  field  with  him  a  servant  of  his  own ;  the 
officer  in  such  case  not  to  be  allowed  a  servant  out  of  the  line, 

Remdved^  That  the  board  of  war  give  the  necessary  directions  for  re*> 
placins^  out  of  the  public  stores,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  quantity  can  be 
sparedTAc  flour  borrowed  of  Mr.  Holker,  agent  for  the  marine  of  France  in 
the  year  ir79,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Megoived,  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland  be  requeated  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Holker,  or  his  agent,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  n6xt, 
oat  of  the  quantity  of  flour  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bmary  last,  such  a  quantity  is,  with  what  has  been  already  purchased  and 
now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Holker's  agent,  in  Maryland,  wiU  complete  the 
qaantitv  of  15,000  barrels  for  the  marine  of  Prance. 

Btmvtd^  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested 
to  deliver  to  Mr.  Holker,  or  his  agent,  on  or  before  the  nrst  day  of  May  next, 
as  a  part  of  tlie  supplies  called  for  by  the  said  resolutions  of  the<25th  of  Fe- 
bruanr  Jast,  6000  barrels  of  flour,  600  barrels  of  pork,  and  200  barrela  of 
beef  for  the  use  of  the  marine  of  France. 

Feaolved^  That  the  legislature  of  the  ^tate  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Holker,  or  his  aeent,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next;  as 
a  part  of  the  supplies  called  tor  from  that  state,  1000  barrela  of  pork  and 
1,555  barrels  of  flour  for  the  above  purpose. 

Jletohfed,  That  the  above  supplies,  wnen  delivered,  be  charj|;ed  to  MhHol* 
ker,  in  aeeount  with  the  United  States,  in  specie,  at  prices  ued  in  the  aaid 
resolutions  of  the  25th  of  February  laat. 

Revdved^  That  the  deputy  quarter-master-general  and  principal  purchnaing^ 
commissary  in  the  southern  army  ascertain,  in  the  best  manner  circumatan* 
ce«  will  admit,  the  quantities  of  foraj^e  and  provisions  supplied  by  the  inhab- 
itants to  the  forces  of  1iis  most  Christian  majesty  while  the  armies  lay  before 
Savaniiah  last  September  and  October,  and  pay  for  the  same  what  they  were 
reasonably  worth,  keeping  exact  and  separate  accounts  of  the  suouso  paid» 
and  tranamitting  the  same  to  tiM  treasury  board,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

A  PROCLAMATION  FOB  A  FAST. 

It  having  pleased  the  righteous  Governor  of  the  World,  for  the  nunish  * 
ment  of  our  manifold  offences,  to  permit  the  s^ordof  war  still  to  narrass 
our  country,  it  becomes  U8  to  endeavour,  by  humbling  ourselves  before  him« 
and  tumiog  from  every  evil  way,  to  avert  hts  anger  and  obtain  his  favour 
and  blessing :  it  is  therefore  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  states. 

That  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April  next,  be  sal  apart  and 
observisd  aa  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  that  we  may,  with  one 
heart  and  one  voice,  implore  the  sovereign  Lord  of  Heaven  and  earth  to  re- 
member mercy  in  his  judgments ; — ^to  make  us  sincerely  penitent  for  our 
transgressions  ^-— to  prepare  us  for  deliverance,  and  to  remove  the  evils  with 
whicb  he  hath.  |)een  pleased  to  visit  us  ^— to  banish  vice  and  irreligion  from 
among  us,  and  establish  virtue  and  piety  by  his  divine  grace ;— to  bless  all 
Vol.111.  56 
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public  councils  throughout  th«  llDited  States,  giving  them  wisdoM,  Iivmii 
and  unaDimity,  and  directing  them  to  the  best  measorea  for  the  puMicfwi; 
to  bless  the  magistrates  ami  people  of  every  rank»  and  animate  aad  ink 
the  hearts  of  all  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  ceuntnr ;  to  bless  tkpib- 
lie  defence,  inspiring  all  commanders  and  soldiers  vfiOi  magnaoiisitj  inl 
perseverance,  and  givide  vigour  and  success  to  the  militarj  opera^Mitbfiei 
and  land  ;  to  bless  die  uhistrious  sovereign  and  the  nation  in  alliaaoe  witk 
these  states,  and  all  who  interest  themselves  in  the  support  of  osrri^ 
and  liberties ; — to  make  that  alliance  of  perpetual  and  extensive  oNfalwsi 
tothoie  immediatelv  concerned,  and  mankind  in  general  v— to  gnat  frait* 
ful  seasons,  and  to  bless  our  industry,  trade  and  manufactures  y^timill 
schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  ever?  means  of  instructioBwl  edu- 
cation ;— to  cause  wars  to  cease,  and  to  establish  peace  among  theutei. 

And  it  is  furUier  recomme^ed,  that  servile  labour  and  recretteabe 
forbidden  on  the  said  day^ 

MONDAY,  March  13,  1780. 
A  letter,  of  Februarjr  Slst,  from  G.  Wythe,  was  read,  declining  the  olce 
of  judge  of  the  court  ot  appeals. 

THURSDAY,  Mirek  16^  1780. 

A  letter,  of  January  12th,  from  Thomas  Warins,  senior,  wu  red,  k- 
dining  the  o£Bce  of  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  which  he 
was  elected*. 

Rtsoivedf  That  the  loan  continued  to  the  first  of  the  present  nooth,  bj 
the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  October  fast,  be  further  continued  to  theimnt 
of  the  blank  loan-office  certificates  which  are  already  ordered  bj  Cngrea 
to  be  struck. 

SATURDAY,  Match  iS.  17S0. 

These  Unit^  States  having  been  driven  into  this  juat  and  oeecM^vVi 
at  the  time  when  no  regular  civil  governments  were  establidisd,  of  nian^ 
energy  to  enforce  the  collection  of  taies,  or  to  provide  fundi  for  the  r^ 
demotion  of  such  bills  of  credit  as  their  necessities  obliged  theiatiiw^' 
and  before  the  powers  of  Europe  were  sufficiently  convinced  of  the  j^ 
of  their  cause,  or  of  the  probable  event  of  the  controversy,  to  afcidftiMi^ 
or  credit,  in  consequence  of  which,  their  bills  increasins  in  qointitf  te)w 
the  sura  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  a  circulating  mediuns  and  wm^tX 
the  same  time,  specific  funds  to  rest  on  for  their  redemption,  tbajhivt*^ 
them  daily  sink  in  value,  notwithstanding  every  eflR>rt  that  has  bees  m* 
to  support  the  same ;  insomuch  that  they  are  now  passed,  by  couMi  csi- 
8ent,in  most  parts  of  these  United  States,  at  least  S9-40ths  bdov  their  bo** 
nal  value,  and  still  remain  in  a  state  of  depreciation,  whereby  tbe  casai- 
nity  suffers  ^reat  injustice,  the  public  finances  are  deranged,  asd  the  ui»' 
aary  dispositions  for  the  defence  of  the  country  are  much  impeded  ladyff- 
plex^ ;  and  whereas,  effectually  to  remedy  these  evils,  for  which  f^ 
the  United  States  are  now  become  competent,  their  indepeodio^h^ 
well  assured,  their  civil  governments  establish^  and  vigorous,  andtfefj^ 
of  their  citizens  ardent  for  exertion,  \\  is  necessary  speedily  to  re<he<y 
quantity  of  the  paper  medium  in  circulation,  and  to  establish  tnd  ^^If^ 
ate  funds  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual  redemption  of  tbe  bills ;  thcrCT»|^^ 

JResolvei,  That  the  several  states  continue  to  bring  into  the  ^^"jStfi 
treasury,  by  taxes  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas  of  15/)(W,(X)0ofdj"^ 
monthly,  as  assigned  them  by  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  October,  IfTj^ 
clause  10  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of  February  last,  for  relioootshiiif  ("^ 
thirds  of  the  saTd  quotas»  to  the  contrary  not withstuiding ;  and  tint  the  il^ 
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be  fertker  called  on  to  make  provuiion  for  continuing  to  bring  into  the  said 
trettsnry  tbeir  like  qnotas  monthly,  to  the  month  of  April,  1 781,  inclusiTe : 

That  tiller  and  gold  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  qnotas,  at  the 
rate  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  in  lien  of  40  dollars  of  the  bills  now  in 
circvlfttion. 

Tbal  the  said  bills,  as  paid  in,  except  for  the  months  of  January  and  Ytb* 
TUMTj  past,  which  may  be  necessary  tor  the  discharge  of  past  contracts,  be 
net  re-tssaed,  bat  destroyed. 

That  as  last  as  die  said  bills  shall  be  brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  and  funds 
flkaU  be  established,  as  hereafter  mentioned,  for  other  bills,  other  bills  be 
issned,  not  to  exceed,  on  any  account,  one-twentieth  part  of  the  nominid 
sns  of  the  bills  brought  in  to  be  destroyed. 

Hial  the  bills  which  shall  be  issued,  be  redeemable  in  sjbecie,  within  six 
years  after  the  present,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum 
per  aniHim,  to  be  paid  also  in  specie  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or,'af  the 
election  of  the  holder,  annually,  at  the  respective  continental  loan -offices,  in 
slertias  bills  of  exchanee,  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  their  commission- 
ers in  Europe,  at  48. 6£  sterling  per  dollar. 

That  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds  of  individual  states,  for  that 
porpose  established,  and  be  signed  by  pet^ns  appointed  by  them,  and  that 
tbe  fiuth  of  the  United  States  lie  also  pledged  for^the  payment  of  the  said 
bith,  in  case  anv  state  on  whose  funds  they  shall  be  emitted,  should,  by  the 
events  of  war,  be  rendered  incapable  to  redeem  them ;  which  undertaking 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  drawing  bills  of  exchange,  for  payment  m 
intcfest  at  aforesaid,  shall  be  endorsed  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted,  and  signed 
by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  &ce  of  the  bilU  to  be  emitted  read  as  follows,  viz. 

Hie  possesfkHr  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by 

the  Slat  day  of  December,  1786,  with  interest,  in  like  money,  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent*  per  annum,  by  the  state  of  ,  according  to  amr  act 

of  the  lerislatnre  of  the  said  state,  of  the  day  oif  ,  1 780. 

And  the  endorsement  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. 

The  United  States  ensure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw 
biib  of  exchange  for  the  interest  annually,  if  demanded,  according  to  a  re- 
solution  of  Congress  of  the  1 8th  day  of  March,  1780. 

That  the  said  new  bills  shall  be  struck  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  in  due  proportion  for  each  state,  according  to  their  said  month- 
ly qnotas,  and  lodged  m  the  continental  loan-offices  in  the  respective  states, 
WMre  the  commissioner  to  1;^  appointed  by  Congress,  in  conjunction  with 
vuk  peraons  as  the  respective  states  appoint,  shall  attend  the  signing 
of  tbe  aaid  bills ;  which  anal  I  be  completea  no  faster  than  in  the  aforesaid 
prmortion  of  one  to  twenty  of  the  otner  bills  broo^t  in  to  be  destroyed, 
aoo  wliicb  shall  be  lodged  tor  that  purpose  in  the  said  loan-offices. 

Tbat  as  the  said  new  bills  are  signed  and  completed,  the  states  respec- 
tively, on  whose  funds  they  issue,  receive  six-tenttis  of  them,  and  that  the 
reaaiiider  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  United  States,  and  credited  to  the 
atatea  on  whose  funds  they  are  issued,  the  accounts  whereof  shall  be  adjust- 
ed tfreeably  to  the  reso!ution  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779. 

Tnat  the  said  new  lulls  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  monthly  qnotas, 
at  the  same  rate  as  aforesaid  of  specie ;  the  interest  thereon  to  be  compu- 
ted to  the  respective  states,  to  the  day  the  payment  becomes  due. 

Thmt  the  respective  states  be  charged  with  such  parts  of  the  interest  on 

their  said  bills,  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  bills  of  exchange; 

and  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  adjosted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  afbre« 

flad,  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779. 

TbMt  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  ftai  prior  to 
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public  councils  thronehout  the  United  States,  giving  them  wisdom,  firmneu 
and  iioanimitj,  and  directing  them  to  the  best  measures  for  the  public  good; 
to  bless  the  magistrates  and  people  of  everj  rank,  and  animate  and  ostte 
the  hearts  of  all  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  country ;  to  bless  thefmb- 
lie  defiance,  inspiring  all  commanders  and  soldiers  with  magnaaimitj  and 
persererance,  and  givii^K  vigour  and  success  to  the  military  operations  bjKi 
and  land  ;  to  bless  the  niustrious  sovereign  and  the  nation  in  alliance  with 
these  states,  and  all  who  interest  themselves  in  the  support  of  oar  rights 
and  liberties ; — to  make  that  alliance  of  perpetual  and  extensive  usefulDen 
to  those  immediately  concerned,  and  mankind  in  general  ;^— to  grant  fniit- 
ful  seasons,  and  to  bless  our  industry,  trade  and  manufactures ;-— toblenill 
schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  every  means  of  instruction  and  eds- 
cation ;— to  cause  wars  to  cease,  and  to  establish  peace  among  the  natJoDS. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that  servile  labour  and  recreations  be 
forbidden  on  the  said  day. 

MONDAY,  March  13,  1780. 
A  letter,  of  February  21st,  from  6.  Wythe,  was  read,  declining  t}ie  office 
of  judge  of  the  court  ot  appeals. 

,  THURSDAY,  JIfiircft  16,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  January  12th,  from  Thomas  Warins,  senior,  was  read,  it- 
dining  the  office  of  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  which  he 
was  elected.. 

Reived,  That  the  loan  continued  to  the  first  of  the  present  month,  by 
the  resolution  of  tlie  6th  of  October  last,  be  further  continued  to  the  amouot 
of  the  blank  loan-office  certificates  which  are  already  ordered  by  Congress 
to  be  struck. 

SATURDAY,  Jdarch  18, 17B0.  . 

These  United  States  having  been  driven  into  this  juat  andneccmrrwar, 
at  the  time  when  no  regular  civil  gOTcrnments  were  establidied,  ofsnfficieDt 
enei^  to  enforce  the  collection  of  taxes,  or  to  provide  funds  for  the  re- 
demption of'  such  bills  of  credit  as  their  necessities  obliged  them  toissve; 
and  before  the  powers  of  Europe  were  sufficientiy  convinced  of  the  jastice 
of  their  cause,  or  of  the  probal>le  event  of  the  controyersy,  to  afford  then  aid 
or  credit,  in  consequence  of  which,  their  bills  increasiujg  in  quantity  beyoad 
the  sum  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  a  circulating  mediuoK  und  wantii^t  ti 
the  same  time,  specific  funds  to  rest  on  for  their  redemption,  they  have  seen 
them  daily  sink  in  value,  notwithstanding  every  effort  that  has  been  nude 
to  support  die  same ;  insomuch  that  they  are  now  passed,  by  commoft  coo- 
sent, in  UHiet  parts  of  tlieae  United  states,  at  least  S9-40ths  below  their  noai- 
nal  value,  and  still  remain  in  a  state  of  depreciation,  whereby  the  comma- 
nity  suffers  ^eat  injustice,  the  public  finances  are  deranged,  and  the  nfces- 
sary  dispositions  for  the  defence  of  the  country  are  much  impeded  and  per- 
plexed ;  and  whereas,  effectually  to  remedy  these  evils,  for  which  porpa§e 
the  United  States  are  now  become  competent,  their  independoncf  beio^ 
well  assured,  their  civil  eoTemments  established  and  vigorous,  and  the  spirit 
of  their  citizens  ardent  for  exertion,  if  is  necessary  speedily  to  redocethe 
quantity  of  the  paper  medium  in  circulation,  and  to  establish  and  appropri- 
ate funas  that  shall  ensure  the  punctual  redemption  of  the  bills ;  thererore, 

Besolved,  That  the  several  states  continue  to  bring  into  the  continental 
treasury,  by  taxes  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas  of  15,000,000  of  dollars 
monthly,  as  assigned  them  by  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  October,  1779;  a 
clause  m  the  resolution  of  the  2dd  of  February  last,  for  relioquiahing  two- 
thirds  of  the  safd  quotas,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  that  the  states 
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be  further  called  on  to  make  provision  for  continuing  to  bring  into  the  said 
treasary  their  like  quotas  monthly,  to  the  month  of  April,  1781,  incluaiTe : 

That^aiWer  and  gold  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  qaotas,  at  the 
rate  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  in  lien  of  40  dollars  of  the  bills  now  in 
circulation. 

That  the  said  bills,  as  paid  in,  except  for  the  months  of  January  and  F^* 
rnary  ]H»t,  which  may  be  necessary  tor  the  discharge  of  past  contracts,  ba 
not  re-issued,  bat  destroyed. 

That  as  fast  as  the  said* bills  shall  be  brought  tn  to  be  destroyed,  and  funds 
shall  be  established,  as  hereafter  mentionied,  for  oth«r  bills,  other  bills  be 
issued,  not  to  exceed,  on  any  account,  one-twentieth  part  of  the  nominid 
sum  of  the  bills  brou^t  in  to  be  destroyed. 

That  the  bills  which  shall  be  issued,  be  redeemable  in  specie,  within  six 
years  after  the  present,  and  bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  fire  per  centum 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  also  in  specie  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or,  at' the 
election  of  the  holder,  annually,  at  the  respective  continental  loan-offices,  in 
sterling  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  their  commission- 
ers in  Europe,  at  As.  6£  sterling  per  dollar. 

That  the  said  new  bills  issue  on  the  funds  of  individual  states,  for  that 
purpose  established,  and  be  sisned  by  persons  appointed  by  them,  and  that 
tiie  faith  of  the  United  States  oe  also  pledged  for*the  payment  of  the  said 
bills,  in  case  any  state  on  whose  funds  they  shall  be  emitted,  should,  by  the 
events  of  war,  be  rendered  incapable  to  redeem  them ;  which  undertaking 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  drawing  bills  of  exchange,  for  payment  of 
interest  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  endorsed  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted,  and  signed 
by  a  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  face  of  the  bills  to  be  emitted  read  as  follows,  viz. 

Hie  poS8ess6r  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  Spanish  milled  dollars,  by 

the  51st  day  of  December,  1786,  with  interest,  in  like  money,  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  by  the  state  of  *        ,  according  to  wx  aet 

of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  of  the  day  of  ,  1780. 

And  the  endorsement  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. 

The  United  States  ensure  the  payment  of  the  within  bill,  and  will  draw 
bills  of  exchange  for  the  interest  annually,  if  demanded,  according  to  a  re- 
solution of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March,  1780. 

That  the  said  new  bills  shall  be  struck  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  in  due  proportion  for  each  state,  according  to  their  said  month- 
ly quotas,  and  lodged  in  the  continental  loan -offices  in  the  respective  states, 
where  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  in  conjunction  with 
such  persons  as  the  respective  states  appoint,  shall  attend  the  signing 
of  the  said  bills ;  which  shall  be  completea  no  faster  than  in  the  aforesaid 
proportion  of  one  to  twenty  of  the  otner  bills  brought  in  to  be  destroyed, 
and  which  shall  be  lodged  lor  that  purpose  in  the  said  loan-offices. 

That  as  the  said  new  bills  are  signed  and  completed,  the  states  respec- 
tively, on  whose  funds  they  issue,  receive  six-tenths  of  them,  and  that  the 
remainder  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  United  States,  and  credited  to  the 
states  on  whose  funds  they  are  issued,  the  accounts  whereof  shall  be  adjust- 
ed agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779. 

That  the  said  new  bills  be  receivable  in  payment  of  the  said  monthly  quotas, 
at  the  same  rate  as  aforesaid  of  specie ;  the  interest  thereon  to  be  compu- 
ted to  the  respective  states,  to  the  day  the  payment  becomes  due. 

That  the  respective  states  be  charged  with  such  parts  of  the  interest  on 
tbeir  said  bills,  as  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  in  bills  of  exchange; 
and  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  afore- 
said, of  the  6th  of  October,  1779. 

That  whenever  interest  on  the  bills  to  be  emitted  shall  be  paid  prior  to 
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their  redemption,  such  bills  shall  be  thereupon  exchanged  for  others  of  the 
like  tenor,  to  bear  date  from  the  expiration  of  the  year  for  which  soch  in* 
terestispaidf 

That  the  several  states  be  called  on  to  provide  funds  for  their  quotas  of 
the  said  new  bills,  to  be  so  productive  as  to  sink  or  redeem  one  sixth  part  of 
them  annually,  after  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  ascertain 
the  proportions  of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  war,  which  each  state  on  a 
final  adyustment  ou^t  to  be  charged  with,  or  to  exclude  the  claiais  of  any 
state  to  have  the  pnces  at  whichcHiTerent  states  have  furnished  supplies  for 
the  army  hereafter  taken  into  consideration  and  equitably  adjusted. 

That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  a  letter  from  the  president,  be  des^ 
patched  to  tiie  executive  of  the  several  states,  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
call  their  assemblies,  if  not  already  convened,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to 
take  them  into  immediate  consideration,  to  establish  ample  and  certun  fuads 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  to  take  every  other  meaaare  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  same  into  full  and  vigorous  etfsct,  and  that  they  traosmit 
their  acts  for  that  purpose  to  Congress  without  delay. 

MONDAY,  March  20,  17B0. 

Mr.  James  Madison,  jun.  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  prs* 
dnced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  revise  dm 
laws,  enacted  pursuant  to  a  former  resolution  of  Congress,  making  (he 
continental  bills  of  credit  a  tender  in  discharge  of  debts  and  contracts,  and 
to  amend  the  same  in  such  manner  as  they  ^hall  judge  most  conducive  to 
justice,  in  the  present  state  of  the  naper  currency:  and 

That  it  be  further  recoramendea,  that  the  said  laws  be  enacted  in  such 
manner  that  no  persons  may  take  uniast  advantage  to  defeat  the  good  por* 
poses  of  this  resolution,  by  availing  tnemselves  of  the  notice  theresf,  before 
the  passing  of  the  several  acts. 

TUESDAY,  Jdarch  21,  irSO. 

Jlesolued,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  several 
states,  to  suspend  making  new  appointments  of  officers  in  the  regiments  of 
their>respective  lines,  except  where  the  commander  in  chief  or  the  command- 
ing officer  in  the  southern  department  shall  deem  such  appointments  indis- 
pensably necessary. 

On  motion  to  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  consideratiiMi 
the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states  of  New- 
York,  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-Hampshire,  or  such  of  them  as  bare 
passed  laws,  agreeably  to  a  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of 
September  last,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  a  certain  tract  of  a  coon- 
try  called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  who. claim  to  be  a  separate  jnikdic- 
tion  on  the  other  part ; 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  postponed,  nine  states,  exclusive  of  those  wbo 
are  pmties  to  tiie  questioii,  not  being  represented  in  Congress. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  22, 1780. 

Mesohedf  That  the  office  of  commissioner  of  elotbing  accounts,  estsb^ 
lished  by  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  2d  March,  1779,  be  discontinued,  after 
six  months  from  the  date  hereof;  and  tiiat  all  persons  having  clothiqg ac- 
counts for  the  year  1777,  and  who  do  not  exhibit  them  to  the  siM  cosiaiis- 
aioner  within  that  period,  shall  not  receive  any  eompensatioD  for  any  arrear- 
ages they  may  hereafter  claim  to  be  due  to  them. 
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THURSDAY,  JftfTdk  23,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  accept  the  bills 
drawn  by  major-general  Lincoln,  to  be  paid,  at  the  election  of  the  holder, 
either  in  loan -office  certificates  or  in  cash,  with  interest,  as  soon  as  the  trea- 
sury shall  be  in  condition. 

Kesidved,  That  Jesse  Brown  be  continued  an  express  rider  until  the  post 
riders  shall  be  established,  aereeable  to  the  resolution  of  December  Srth, 
1779,  or  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

SATURDAY,  March  £5,  1780. 

Mr.  Francis  Kinloch,  one  of  the  delegates  for  South-Carolina,  attended 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  for  that  state,  which  were  read. 

CoDKress  bein^  informed  that  Mr.  Forbes,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the 
state  of  Maryland,  died  this  morning,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  inter  his  re- 
mains to-morrow  evening ; 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  in  a  body  attend  the  funeral  to-morrow 
evening,  at  five  o'clock,  as  mourners,  with  a  crape  round  the  left  arm,  and 
will  continue  in  mourning  for  the  space  of  one  month : 

That  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Matthews,  be  a  committee  to  super- 
intend the  funeral,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  White  be  notified  to  officiate  up- 
on the  occasion.  # 

That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  invite  the  general  assembly  and 
the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  the  minister 
plempotentiacy  of  France,  and  other  persons  of  distinction  now  in  town,  to 
attend  the  funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  and  original  affidavits  relative  to  the  capture  of 
the  brur  Eaygle,  John  Ashmead,  commander,  under  a  fort  in  the  island  of  Sa- 
ba, be  Died  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. 

That  authenticated  copies  thereof,  signed  by  the  said  secretary,  be  trans- 
mitti^  to  their  high  mightinesses  the  states-^neral  of  the  United  Provinces, 
by  ti^e  minister  plenipotentiary  of  thes6  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  apply  to  them  for  their  aid  in  procuring 
satisfaction  for  the  loss  of  the  said  brig  jSagle  and  cargo ;  and  for  some  as- 
surance that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be  protected 
from  insult  when  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Provinces. 

TUESDAY,  March  S8,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  July  2d,  1779,  granting  further  time  for 
bringing  inMls  of  credit  of  the  emissions  of  May,  1777,  and  April  11th,  1778, 
called  out  of  circulation  by  the  resolution  of  January  2d,  1779,  except  the 
providing  dause,  be  revived  and  extended  to  the  1st  day  of  January  next : 

Thatall  bills  of  the  said  emissions  not  brought  in  by  or  before  the  said  first 
day  of  January,  be  afterwards  irredeemable. 

WEDNESDAY,  March  29,  1780. 

Resohod,  That  bricadier-general  du  Portail  be  directed  to  repair,  with  all 
possible  despatch,  to  &e  southern  army,  and  put  himself  under  gen.  Lincoln, 
or  the  commanding  officer  in  the  sonthern  department. 

THURSDAY,  March  SO,  178a 

Mesohed,  That  tte  eseoutive  of  the  state  of  Vimnia  be  requested  to  snp- 
ply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  convention  prisoners 
sod  their  guards,  at  the  post  of  Charlotteville ;  such  supplies  to  be  credited 
to  the  qnota  of  provisions  required  of  the  state,  by  the  resolution  of  Uie  25tfa 
of  February  last 
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FRIDAY^  March  31»  1780. 

Besolvedy  That  the  resignation  of  J.  Beattj,  commiaaary-general  of  pri- 
soners, be  accepted. 

MONDAY,  JiprU  3,  1780. 

The  delegates  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  pursuant  to  instmctioni  from 
the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  moved  the  following  resolution,  which,  it 
their  request.  Congress  agree  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal : 

"  That  the  several  states  be  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  army,  to  reduce  their  battalions  of  infantry  in  the 
continental  army  to  a  number  proportioned  to  the  number  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  accoraingto  the  establishment  made  by  a  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  of  the  27th  of  May,  1778,  and  to  discharge  the  svperou- 
merary  commissioned  officers,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  seTen 
years  from  the  time  of  their  discharge,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or  omer  cuntDt 
money  equivalent ;  and  also  to  receive  grants  of  land  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  September  16, 1776 :  that  preference  be 
given  to  officers  who  shall  choose  to  continue  in  the  service,  according  to 
seniority,  and  that  the  said  reduction  be  made  at  such  time  as  the  conmin* 
der  in  chief  shall  think  most  expedient ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
respective  states  to  make  such  nirther  provision  for  the  said  officers  as  thej 
may  judge  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  fore- 
going motion. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  to  the  board  of  treasn^, 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Charles  Lee  was  elected,  having  been  pre- 
viously nominated  by  Mr.  Burke. 

TUESDAY,  JSpHl  4, 178a 

Xesolved,  That  governor  Clinton  be  informed  Congress  approve  fiienis- 
ine  a  body  of  800  militia  for  the  defence  of  that  state ;  and  tnat  thej  bi  «n* 
tiUed  to  receive  continetital  paj  and  rations,  and  be  employed  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental  army  for  that  purpose. 

WEDNESDAY,  JiprU  5,  1780. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported,  that  they  have  considered  the  me- 
morials of  Joseph  Borden  and  Thomas  Lawrence,  and  James  Budden,  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-office 
were  not  authorized  to  enter  into  contracts  for  future  delivery  ofbtlls  of 
exchange,  and  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  issue  the  bills  required. 

Besoived,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report* 

THURSDAY,  Jipril  6,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  Sd,  frotn  ^en.  Washington,  was  read ;  Wberenpony 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  proceed  to  head- 
quarters, to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  subject  of  his  letter 
of  the  3d  instant,  toge^er  with  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  and  the  letter 
from  baron  Steuben,  on  the  subject  o\  a  reduction  of  the  renments,  aod  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  on  the  arrangement  of  the  staff  departments  of 
the  army. 

FRIDAY,  AprU  7, 1780. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  of  major,  to  be  dated  the  first  of  Mav^l^ 
be  granted  to  Joseph  Louis  Gill,  an  Indian  chief  of  the  St.  Franctts  tiibe,  i>» 
that  all  Indians  of  that  tribe  who  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  service  of  we 
United  States,  be  collected  mid  formed  into  a  company  or  companies  snoer 
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^e  command  of  the  said  Joseph  Louis  Gill,  and  receive  while  \n  service  tha 
like  pay,  sahsistence,  and  rations,  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  conti- 
nental army. 

That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  and  directed  to  fill  up  commissions 
for  one  captain  and  two  subalterns,  to  be  appointed  to  the  said  company,  or 
companies  6f  St.  Francois  Indians,  when  proper  characters  are  recommended 
to  them  to  hold  such  commissions. 

SATURDAY,  JpHl  8, 1780. 

JSesolvedj  That  the  application  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts«Bay  for 
an  expedition  to  be  adopted  for  dislodging  the  enemy  from  Penobscot,  with 
the  papers  relating  thereto*  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  comman- 
der m  chief  of  these  United  States;  and  that  continental  pay  and  rations 
be  allowed  to  any  body/of  militia,  not  exceeding  800  men»  which  the  state 
of  Massachusetts-Bay  may  judge  necessary  tube  raised  for  the  defence  of 
the  eastern  part  of  that  state. 

MONDAY,  Jlpnl  10, 1780. 

Jlesolvid,  That  when  Congress  shall  be  furnished  with  proper  documents 
to  liquidate  the  depreciation  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  they  will^as 
soon  thereafter  as  the  state  of  the  public  finances  will  admit,  make  good  to 
the  line  of  the  army,  and  the  independent  corps  thereof,  the  deficiency  of 
their  original  pay,  occasioned  by  such  depreciation ;  and  that  the  money 
and  articles  heretofore  paid  or  furnished,  or  hereafter  to  be  paid  or  furnished 
by  Congress  or  the  states,  or  any  of  them,  as  for  pay,  subsistence,  or  to 
compensate  for  deficiencies,  shall  be  deemed  as  advanced  on  account,  until 
such  liquidation  as  aforesaid  shall  be  adjusted  ;  it  being  the  determination 
of  Congress,  that  all  the  troops  serving  in  the  continental  army  shall  be 
placed  on  an  equal  footing ;  provided  that  no  person  shall  have  any  benefit  of 
this  resolution,  except  such  as  were  engaged  during  the  war,  or  for  three 
years,  and  aas  now  in  service,  or  shall  hereafter  engage  during  the  war,  for 
throe  years,  and  are  now  in  service,  or  shall  hereafter  engage  during  the  war. 

TUESDAY,  JipHl  11,  1780. 

Rnolvedt  That  the  board  of  war  cause  enquiry  to  be  made  concerning 
the  state  of  the  horses  referred  to  in  the  letter  from  J.  Cox,  and  take  order 
for  the  preservation  of  such  as  are  the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and, 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  board  request  ot*  the  president  and  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  so  much  of  the  forage,  to  be 
foroished  by  the  said  state,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
25th  of  February  last,  as  the  board  may  think  necessary. 

WEDNESDAY,  April  12,  1780. 

Eeiolvedt  That  the  balance  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  admi- 
ral^^,  arising  from  the  sale  of  wines  sold  under  their  direction,  be  applied 
in  mtiog  wiUi  despatch  the  ship  to  Saratoga. 

Semwtdt  That  lieutenant  Honey  man,  ot  the  corps  of  marines,  have  leave 
of  absence  for  six  months  ;  that,  agreeably  to  bis  intentions,  he  may  make 
a  voyage  to  s;a,  for  the  reoovery  of  his  health. 

Instructions  to  the  committee  appointed  to  go  to  camp. 

Oentlemen,  You  are  to  confer  with  Ae  commander  in  chief  on  the  subject^ 
contained  in  the  resolution  for  your  appointment,  and  such  others  as  are 
committed  to  your  charge  by  the  following  instructions : 

Ist.  You  are  to  consult  him  on  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  number  of 
regiments :  You  may,  with  his  advice,  reduce,  incorporate  or  unite  to  state 
lines  the  several  additional  corps. 

2d.  You,  together  with  the  commander  in  chief,  are  to  limit  the  number 


i 
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The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  they  have  taken  into  coDsideratioo  the 
letter  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  late  commiasary-^neral  of  frarcbases,  dited 
August  Sd,  177%  with  the  papers  enclosed,  relative  to  claims  for  prefinou 
purchased  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  New-York,  for  the  ise  sf  tke 
militia  employed  on  the  frontiers  thereof,  referred  to  them  by  Congresv,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  the  coflnmissary-general  ought  not  to  pay  sack  cluni, 
becauae  the  provisloM  do  not  pass  throagh  the  hands  of  the  oontineBtal  cm- 
missaries  of  issues,  and  are  consequently  snl)ject  to  no  regular  check,  and 
that  the  state,  bein^  informed  of  the  number  of  troops,  can  check  the  expes' 
dftares  of  the  provision,  and  therefore  can  best  aojust  and  discharge  sidi 


Misolvedp  That  Congress  i^ree  to  the  said  report. 

THURSDAY,  JprU  20,  1780. 

The  board  of  admiraltv  reported  the  form  of  a  commission  for  thennl 
officers  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follovs: 

The  United  States  uf  America  in  Congress  assembled  to  Greeting: 

We,  reposine  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  *valor,  condnct  and 
fidelity,  do  by  tnese  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  in  the 

navy  of  the  United  States,  to  take  rank  from  the  You  are  therefore 

carefully  and  diiieently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  by  doing  and  perfora- 

ing  all  manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging.  And  we  do  strictly  ch«i|e 
and  require  all  officers,  marines,  and  seamen  under  your  commaod  to  Be 
obedient  to  your  orders  as  *    And  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  racb 

orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  Congre^i, 
a  committee  of  the  states,  the  board  of  admiralty,  the  commander  in  chief, 
for  the  time  being,  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  Toor  so- 
perior  officer^  according^to  the  rules  and  discipline  of  the  navy,  and  tneosage 
of  the  sea.  This  commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  bj  Csngress 
or  a  committee  of  the  states. 

Witness,  president  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Anerica, 

at  the  day  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  in  the  y^ 
of  our  independence.  -* 

Entered  in  the  admiralty  office,  and  examined  by  the  board. 

Attest,  Secretary  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

FRIDAY,  ^pHl  21 ,  1 780. 

Mr.  James  Henry,  a  delegate  for  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

whereas  it  appears  to  Congress  that  accidental  preferences  have  bees 
^ven,in  some  instances,  to  particular  officers,  owing  as  well  to  local  circon- 
atahces  as  to  the  want  of  a  certain  ratio  by  which  the  subsistence  of  each 
respective  claimant  might  be  ascertained,  agreeable  to  the  length  of  t^n^^  ^ 
baa  been  in  captivity  ;  and  whereas  i^  further  appears  to  Congress  that  126 
officers  taken  at  Fort-Montgomery  the  16th  of  October,  1777,  and  14  taken 
l^twren  the  I6th  of  October,  1777^  and  May,  1778,  and  17  taken  Auf^t 
22,  1777,  at  Staten -Island,  have  received  the  sum  of  £  32,  New-^ork 
money,  more  tlian  other  officers  who  were  captured  about  the  same  peri»)oi 
time ;  and  moreover  that  those  who  were  on  parole  upon  Long-Isianaf  before 
{he  arrival  of  the  Philadelphia  prisoners  at  New-York,  have  received  an 
allowance  of  2  dollars  a  week  of  their  board,  of  which  those  confined  in  Phi- 
ladelphia had  not  the  benefit. 

^  lUsolved,  That  as  Congress  mean  to  exfend  their  care  and  attention  iiiuwjj^ 
distinction,  to  all  their  officers  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  captured  bv 
the  toemy,  the  sum  of  jC  4194,  New-York  money,  in  specie,  equal  to  10,4b.' 
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dollars,  be  placed  in  the  hapdftof  the  commissary -general  of  prisoners,  o«t 
of  which  he  be  directed  to  paj  to  each  of  the  officers  confinea  in  Philadel- 
phia, while  the  eneroj  had  possession  of  the  city,  and  now  in  eaptiyty,  tho 
sum  of  jS  32  like  mooej,  equal  to  80  dollars,  ana  the  farther  sum  of  ts 

the  same  persons  respective!  j,  to  be  computed  at  the  rate  of  2  dollars  a  week 
from  the  time  of  their  being  prisoners  until  their  board  was  paid  br  the  public. 

That  a  farther  sum  of  monej,  in  specie,  equal  to  £  149S,  New*YorK  cur- 
rency, equal  to  3732j  dollars,  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  commissary -general 
of  prisoners,  fer  the  purpose  of  leyelling  all  the  oiicers,  a|reeablj  to  the 
different  terms  of  their  captivitj,  to  the  end  that  each  individual  may,  ac- 
cording to  his  circumstances,  participate  of  an  ^qual  share  of  the  public 
proviiiion. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  Congress,  that  a  farther  sum  of 
money  is  requisite  for  all  the  officers  in  captivity,  as  well  those  who  have 
been  lately  captured  as  those  who  have  been  in  that  situation  fbr  any  length 
of  time,  for  the  purposes  of  paying  their  board,  purchasing  clothing  and  ether 
necessaries ;  therefore, 

Jie$olved,  That  the  sum  of  JS  12,463  like  currency,  in  specie,  equal  io 
31,157)  dollars,  be  advanced  to  the  commissanr-general  of  prisoners,  which 
he  be  directed  to  distribute  among  all  the'  oiicers  in  captivity ;  and  that 
the  consideration  of  any  farther  allowance  or  comparative  preference  be 
piwtponed  to  some  future  period. 

That  a  farther  sum  of  jS  2500,  like  money,  eaual  to  6250  dollars,  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  commissar;^ -general  of  prisoners,  tor  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  sick  soldiers  and  sailors,  in  captivity,  with  necessaries,  and  for  oth^r 
contingent  expenses  relating  to  the  prisoners. 

Re$olv9dt  That  gen.  Washington  be  empowered,  when  properly  applied  to 
for  that  purpose,  to  authorize  an  agent  or  commissary  of  prisoners,  appoint- 
ed bj  the  enemyr  to  reside  in  such  of  these  states  as  he  shall  direct,  aqd 
with  powers  similar  to  tliose  granted  to  a  like  officer  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  and  allowed  by  the  enemy  to  be  exercised  within  their  lines- 

MONDAY,  AfrU  24,  1780. 
Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  attended  and  took  his  seat 

TUESDAY,  April  St5,  17=80. 

jResolved,  That  the  resignation  of  lieut  Ludiman,  of  col.  Annend's  corps, 
be  accepted. 

That  the  sum  of  5000  dollars  be  granted  to  lieut  Ludiman,  to  enable  him 
to  return  to  Europe. 

THURSDAY,  JiprU  27.  1780. 

Besolved,  That  the  sum  of  4,800,000  dollars,  ordered  to  be  prepared  in 
loan-office  certificates  of  the  denomination  of  800  dollars  each,  by  a  resoln- 
tioq  of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  June,  1779,  for^bofrowing  20,000,000  dollars, 
be  not  prepared ;  but  that  in  lieu  thereof  the  same  sum  be  prepared  in  cer- 
tificates of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


100  bills  of  10,000  dollars  each,    1,000,000 
240  do.  of  5,000    do.  1,200,000 

350  do.  of  4,400    do.  1,400,000 


400  bills  of  3,000  doDaiB  etch,     1,200,000 

4^800,000 


FRIDAY,  JipHl  28,  1780. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Wythe,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Cyrus  Grriffin  was 
elected ;  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Jones. 

Congress  th^p  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  (he  beard  of 
treasury,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  William  Denning,  esq.  W4S  elected; 
havipgbeen  prcTiously  nominated  by  Mr.  Floyd. 
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MONDAY,  May  1, 1780. 

Mr.  J.  Duane,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-York,  being  returned,  liii 
before  Congress  the  original  credentials  of  the  appointment  of  delegates  for 
that  stat^. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  and  the  board  of  war  forthwith  tike 
effectual  measures  for  forwarding  the  troops  of  the  continental  anny,  sow 
under  marching  orders,  for  the  relief  of  Charleston. 

Beeotved,  That  the  sugars  lately  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  consi^ed  to  Mr. 
Blaine,  commissary-general  of  purchases,  on  account  of  the  United  States 
be  sold  for  ready  money,  under  the  directions  of  the  committee  of  commerce, 
and  the  monies  arising  from  such  sales  be  paid  into  the  continental  tKisa7. 

TUESDAY,  May  2,  1 780. 

The  board  of  admiralty  having  reported  the  form  of  a  commisuon  for  pri- 
vate vessels  of  war,  and  of  the  wmd  to  be  given  by  the  master  and  commud- 
er  of  the  said  private  armed  vessels,  and  instructions  to  the  said  masters; 
the  same  were  taken  into  consideration  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

THE  FORM  OF  A  COMMISSION. 

TL  8 1     '^^  CongresB  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  aU  to  whom  these  pmeob 
^  '    *<'  shall  come,  send  greeting : 

Know  ts.  That  we  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  license 
and  authority  to  «  mariner,  commander  uf  the  called  tke 

of  the  burden  of  tons,  or  thereabouts,  belonging  to 

mounting  carnage  guns,  and  navigated  by  men,  to  fit  out  and 

$et  forth  the  said  in  a  war  like,  manner,  and  by  and  with  the  siid 

and  the  otiScers  and  crew  thereof,  bv  force  of  arms  to  attack,  sub- 
due, seise  and  take  all  ships  and  other  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  mercban- 
dises  belonging  to  ttie  crown  of  Great-Britain,  or  any  of  the  subjecti  thereof, 
except  the  ships  or  vessels,  together  with  their  cargoes,  belongitt  to  any 
inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Bermuda^  and  such  other  shim  or  voiseTs  briD^- 
ing  persons  with  intent  to  settle  within  any  of  the  United  states ;  wUchships 
or  vessels  sdall  be  suffered  to  pass  unmolested,  the  masters  thereof  penut- 
tinff  a  peaceable  search  and  giving  satisfactory  information  of  their  Udiag 
ana  their  destination ;  or  any  other  ships  or  vessels,  soods,  wares  or  mff* 
chandises,  to  whomsoever,  belonging,  which  are  or  shall  be  declared  to  be 
subjects  of  capture  by  any  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  which  are  so  deemed 
bv  the  law  of  nations :  and  the  said  ships  and  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
cnandises  so  apprehended  as  aforesaid,  and  as  prize  taken,  to  bring  into  port, 
in  order  that  proceedingis  may  be  had  concerning  such  capture,  in  doc 
form  of  law,  and  as  to  right  and  justice  appertaineth :  and  we  request  au 
kines,  princes,  states  and  potentates,  bein^  in  friendship  or  alliance  with  the 
said  United  States,  and  others  to  whom  it  shall  appertain,  to  give  the  said 
all  ud,  assistance  and  succour  in  their  ports,  with  his  said  vessel, 
company  and  prizes :  We,  in  the  name  and  on  benalf  of  the  good  P^P^^ 'J; 
the  said  United  States,  engaging  to  do  the  like  to  all  the  stibjectsof  sscb 
kings,  princes,  states  and  potentates,  who  shall  come  into  any  ports  within 
the  saia  United  States.  And  we  will  and  require  all  our  officers  whatsoever, 
to  give  to  the  said  all  necessary  aid,  succour  and  assistance  m 

the  premises.    This  commission  shall  continue  in  force  during  the  pleasv^ 
of  the  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  die  admiralty  of  ^ 
United  States  to  be  affixed  hereunto.    Witness  his  excellency 
esq.  president  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at 
this        day  of       A.  D.  17    and  in  the  year  of  our  independence. 

Passed  the  admiralty-office. 

Attest.  Secretary  «f  the  board  of  adminit J« 
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TUE  FORM  OF  THE  BOND. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we, 
are  held  and  firmfj  bouna  to  A.  B.  e8(}.  treasurer  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  the  penalty  of  20,000  Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  other  money 
equtyalent  thereto,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  A.  B.  treasurer  as  aforeinid,  or  to 
his  successors  in  that  office.  To  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made 
and  done,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  jointly 
and  aeyerally,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals^  and  dated  the 
day  of  ID  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  in  the  year  of  the 

independence  of  the  United  States. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas  the  above  boundea 

master  and  commander  of  the  called  the  be- 

longing to  mounting         carriage  guns,  and  navi^ted  by         men, 

and  who  hath  applied  for  and  received  a  commission,  beanng  date  with  these 
presents,  licensing  and  authorixinjchim  to  fit  out  and  set  forth  the  said 
in  a  warlike  manner ;  and  by  and  with  the  said  and  the  officers  and 

crew  thereof,  by  force  of  arms,  to  attack,  subdue,  seize  and  take  all  ships 
and  other  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Great-Britain,  or  any  of  the  subjects  thereof,  (excepting  the  ships  or  vessels, 
together  with  their  cargoes,  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of 
Bermuda  and  such  other  ships  or  vessels  bringing  persons  with  intent  to  set- 
tle within  the  said  United  States;)  and  anyothershipsorvessels,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  to  whomsoever  belonging,  which  are  or  shall  l^  declared  to 
besubjecta  of  capture  by  any  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  which  are  so  deem- 
ed by  the  law  of  nations.  If  therefore  the  said  shall  not  exceed  or 
trans^eas  the  powers  and  authorities  given  and  granted  to  him  in  and  by 
the  said  commission,  or  which  are  or  shall  be  given  or  mnted  to  him  by  any 
resolations,  acts  or  instructions  of  Congress,  but  shall  in  all  thines  sbvern 
and  conduct  himself  as  master  and  commander  of  the  said  and  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  belonging  to  the  same,  by  and  according  to  the  said  commis- 
sion, resolutions,  acts  and  instructions,  and  any  treaties  subsisting,  or  which 
may  subsist  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  any  prince,  power  or 
potentate  wliatever :  and  shall  not  violate  the  law  of  nations  or  the  rights  of 
neutral  powers^  or  of  any  of  their  subjects,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all 
damages  sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  him- 
self or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  said  then  this  obligation  to  be  voidf 
otherwise  to  remain  in  fnll  force. 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us, 

InalnietioDS  tp  the  ciptaini  and  eommanden  of  private  armed  Tcvela,  which  ahall  have  eomma- 

Biont  or  letters  of  luarque  antf  reprisal. 

I.  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue  and  take  all  ships  and  other 
vessels  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  or  any  of  the  subjects  thereof, 
on  the  high  seas,  or  between  hiffh  water  and  low  water  marks  ^except  the 
ships  or  vessels,  together  with  their  cargoes,  belonging  to  any  innabitant  or 
infawitants  of  Bermuda,  and  such  other  ships  and  vessels  bnnging  persons 
with  intent  to  settle  and  reside  within  the  united  States,  which  you  shall 
huStr  to  pass  unmolested,  the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peaceable 
search  and  giving  satisfactory  information  of  the  contents  of  the  lading,  and 
destination  of  the  voyages.)  And  you  may  also  anno^  the  enemy  by  all  the 
means  in  your  power,  by  land  as  well  as  by*  water,  taking  care  not  to  infringe 
or  violate  the  laws  of  nations,  or  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

II.  You  are  to  pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  and 
the  usage  and  custom  of  civilized  nations ;  and  on  no  pretence  whatever  prcr 
sume  til  take  or  seize  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
princes  or  powers  in  alliance  with  these  United  States,  except  they  are  em- 
ployed in  carrying  contrabrand  goods  or  soldiers  to  our  enemies ;  and  in  such 
use  you  are  to  conform  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaties  subsist- 
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ing  between  such  princes  or  powers  and  these  states  ;  and  jou  are  Bot  to  cap- 
ture, seize  or  plunder  any  sliips  or  vessels  of  our  enemies  being  under  ue 
protection  of  neutral  coasts,  nations  or  princes,  under  the  pains  and  penal* 
ties  expressed  in  a  proclamation  issued  bj  Congress  the  9th  daj  of  May, 
Anno  Domini,  1778. 

III.  Yon  shall  bring  such  ships  and  vessels  as  you  shall  take,  with  their 
guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture  and  ladings,  to  some  convenient  port 
or  ports,  that  proceedings  thereupon  may  be  had,  in  due  form  of  law»  coa- 
cernins;  such  captures. 

IV.  You  shall  send  the  roaster,  or  pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  per- 
son or  persons  of  the  company  of  every  ship  or  vessel  by  you  taken  in  such 
ship  or  vessel,  as  soon  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to  ble  by  the  judge  or 
judges  of  such  court  as  aforesaid  examined  upon  oath,  and  make  imswer  te 
such  interrogatories  as  may  be  pro|)ounded,  touching  the  interest  or  proper- 
ty of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  her  lading  ;  and  at  the  same  time  you  shall  de* 
liver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all  passes,  sea4»nef^ 
charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  cockets,  letters,  and  other  documents  nod 
writings  found  on  board,  proving  the  said  papers  by  the  affidavit  of  yonndl 
or  of  some  other  person  present  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  asthej  weif 
received,  witliout  fraud,  addition,  subduction  or  embezzlement. 

V.  You  shall  keep  and  preserve  every  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo  bj  yot 
taken,  until  they  shall,  by  sentence  of  a  court  properly  authorised,  w  ad* 
judged  lawful  prize,  or  acquitted,  not  selling,  spoiling,  wasting  ordiminisli- 
ing  the  same,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  snfforiQg  any  such  tlung  ts 
be  done. 

YI.  if  you,  or  any  of  vour  officers  or  crew,  shall  in  cold  Uood,  kill  er 
maim,  or,  by  torture  or  otherwise,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and  eenirary  to  eom- 
mon  usage  and  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in  war,  treat  any  perMin  or 
persons  surprized  in  the  ship  or  vessel  you  shall  take,  the  offender  shall  be 
severely  punished. 

YII.  You  shall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  send  to  the  heaidef  ad* 
miralty  written  accounts  of  the  captures  you  shall  make,  with  the  number 
and  names  of  the  captives,  and  intelligence  of  what  may  occur,  or  be  disco- 
vered concerning  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  the  destinatiott^  BMitiona 
and  operations  of  their  fleets  and  armies. 

YIII.  One-third  at  least,  of  your  whole  company,  shall  be  landmen. 

IX.  You  shall  not  ransom  or  discharge  any  prisoners  or  captives*  hnt  yen 
are  to  take  the  utmost  care  to  bring  them  into  port ;  9fA  iU  from  any  neces- 
sity, you  shall  beobli^  to  dismiss  any  prisoners  at  sea,  you  shall,  on  vour 
return  from  your  cruise,  make  report  thereof  on  oath,  to  the  judge  of  the 
admiralty  of  tlie  state  to*  which  you  belong,  or  in  which  you  arrive,  within 
twenty  clays  after  your  arrival,  with  your  reasons  for  such  dismission.  And 
you  are  to  deliver,  at  your  expense,  or  the  expense  of  your  owners,  the  pri- 
soners you  bring  into  port,  to  a  commissary  of  prisoners  neareat  the  place 
of  their  landing,  or  into  the  nearest  county  jail. 

X.  You  shafl  observe  all  such  further  instructions  as  Congress  shall  here* 
after  give  in  the  premises,  when  you  shall  have  notice  thereof. 

XI.  If  you  shall  do  any  thin^  contrary  to  these  instructions,  or  toothers 
hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  suffer  such  thing  to  be  done,  yon  shall  not 
only  foifeit  your  commission,  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the 
condition  of  your  bond,  but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved,  fordamagea 
sustained  by  such  malversation. 

Reselvedt  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  empowered  and  directed  to  cauae 
to  be  printed,  so  many  copies  of  said  forms  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

Resolvedj  That  tlie  president  transmit  to  the  governors  or  presidents  of 
the  respective  states,  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms,  as  the  board  of  ad- 
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mtrallT  shall  advise,  and  at  the  same  time  inform  them,  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Congfera,  that  all  commisBions  and  ingtructiona  now  in  force,  l)e  can- 
celled as  soon  as  possible,  and  commissions,  bonds  and  instructions  of  the 
new  fomi  be  substituted  in  place  thereof.  ' 

WEDNESDAY,  May  3,  1780. 

Bemlvedf  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  deputy  pay-masters 
general,  under  the  pay-master  general  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stotet, 
Se  allowed  .at  the  rate  of  8-lOths  per  cent,  on  the  moneys  which  they  may 
pay  out  reapectively  to  the  army ;  and  that  this  commission  have  retrospect 
to  commence  from  the  29th  day  of  May,  1779,  when  the  pay-office  was  last 
regulated  :  that  the  said  allowance  be  in  full  payment  for  the  services  of 
themselves  and  assistants,  and  in  full  compensation  of  all  expenses,  except 
one  ration  a  day  each,  while  at  camp,  for  themselves  and  assistants. 

THURSDAY,  May  4,  1780. 

A  letter,  qf  A|^ril  12,  from  T.  Hosmer,  was  read,  acquainting  Congress  of 
his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals,  to  which  they 
have  been  pleased  to  appoint  him. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  C.  Griffin,  was  read,  expressing  his  thanks  for 
theccmfidence  reposed  in  his  integrity  and  abilities,  oy  appointing  him  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  coifrt  of  appeals,  and  informing,  tliat  as  he  is  delegated 
by  the  state  of  Virginia  to  a  different  emnloyment,  he  does  not  think  himselff 
justitiable  in  a  peremptory  acceptation  of  the  office,  without  the  approbation 
of  his  constituents ;  but  that,  in  the  mean  while,  if  Congress  shall  tnink  pro- 
per, he  will  undertake  the  business  of  a  judge,  and  endeavor  to  pay  that 
attention  whioh  so  important  a  commission  naay  require. 

ITie  board  of  admiralty  reported  the  device  of  a  seal  for  the  admiralty  «€ 
the  United  States :  the  arms,  thirteen  bars  mutually  supporting  each  otiiei^ 
alternate  read  and  white,  in  a  blue  field,  and  surmounting  an  anchor  proper. 
The  crest  a  ship  under  sail,  llie  motto  sustbktans  et  sustentatus.  The 
legend  U.  S.  A.  Sigil.  Naval. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  engraved,  and  used  as  (he  seal  of  the  board 
of  admiralty  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

FRIDAY,  May  5,  1780. 

Mnolved^  That  the  present  rates  of  postage  be  doubled  : 

That  all  masters  of  packets  and  other  vessels  in  continental  service  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  lodge  whatever  letters  they  bring  froi^ 
abroad,  in  the  post-office  nearest  to  the  port  where  they  shall  arrive,  and 
immediately  after  their  arrival : 

That  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  January  last,  allowing  rea«- 
sonable  expenses  to  the  surveyors  while  travelling  the  roads,  be  and  it  ia 
hereby  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  report  advances  to  the  post-master 
general,  the  comptroller  and  surveyors,  from  time  to  time,  on  account  of 
their  salaries,  and  that  the  salary  of  the  post-master  general,  the  comptroller 
and  surveyors,  be  considered  when  all  other  salaries  are  to  be  fixed  by  a 
new  estabiiahment. 

TUESDAY,  May  9,  1780. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  admiralty  in  the  state  of 
North-Carolina,  on  the  libel  '<  John  Brag  versus  sloop  Dove,"  was  lodged 
with  the  secretary  and  referred  to  the  court  of  appeals. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  10,  1780. 
A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  le  baron  de  Beniowski,  wta  read : 
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Ordered,  That  the  secretary  inform  le  baroD  de  Beniowgki,  that  the  re- 
quest  coDtained  in  his  letter  of  the  9th,  cannot  be  complied  with. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-gen.  B.  Arnold,  was  read,  infonaiog  ftit 
<<on  examining  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on  his  public  accounts, 
he  finds  hinoseli  under  the  necessity  of  appealing  to  the  honorable  the  Con- 
gress, and  requesting  the  favor  of  that  honorable  body  to  point  out  the  me* 
tliod  of  proceeding  in  appeals  from  the  board  of  treasury,  and  to  be  informed 
when  he  can  be  heard  on  the  subject  of  <he  appeal." 

Ordered,  That  major-gen.  Arnold  be  informed  he  is  at  liberty  to  state  in 
writing  any  objections  he  may  have  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  treaemy 
on  his  accounts,  and  to  lay  them  before  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  loan-office  certificates,  destroyed  through  accident,  be 
renewed  at  the  offices  where  they  first  issued,  and  delivered  to  the  persons 
who  shall  appear  to  have  been  the  holders  of  them  at  the  time  they  were  de- 
stroyed, on  tne  following  terms,  yiz. 

1st.  That  all  certificates  so  destroyed,  be  advertised  immediately  in  the 
news-paper^  of  the  state  where  the  accident  happened  ;  and^  if  they  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  loan-office  of  a  different  state,  in  the  news^papers  of 
such  state  also;  and  in  every  c^e  where  no  news-papers  are  printed  in  a 
state,  then  in  one  or  more  of  those  which  circulate  most  generally  therein ; 
which  advertisement  shall  be  continued  six  weeks,  and  shall  contain  the 
numbers,  dates,  sums,  names  in  which  tlie  certificates  were  taken  out,  and  the 
time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the  means  by  which  the v  were  destroyed. 

2d.  That  a  copy  of  the  advertisement  be  lodged  in  the  loan-office  whence 
the  certificates  issued,  together  with  such  testimony  as  can  be  procured, 
ascertaining  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the  means  by  whicJi  the 
destructioji  happened  ;  which  copies  and  testimonies  shall  be  duly  certified 
by  the  loan-officer,  to  be  laid  by  the  party  claiming  the  renewal  before  the 
board  of  treasury,  who  shall  finally  decide  on  the  sufficiency  thereof. 

3d.  That  the  party  claiming  uie  renewal  enter  into  bond  to  such  loan- 
officer  on  behalf  of  the  United  St^ites,  with  two  or  more  sufficient  freeholders, 
as  securities,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  certificates  claimed 
to  be  renewed,  with  condition  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  the 
holders  of  the  certificates  said  to  be  destroyed,  should  any  such  afterwards 
appear. 

4th.  That  no  certificates  be  renewed  before  the  expiration  of  three  manths 
after  the  publication  of  the  advertisement  above  mentioned. 

5th.  That  where  a  demand  is  made  by  virtue  of  a  letter  or  warrant  of  at- 
torney, sucli  letter  or  warrant  be  first  legally  proved  and  recorded,  and  an 
authenticated  copy  lodged  in  the  loan-office  where  the  demand  is  made. 

6th.  That  the  renewed  certificates  be  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  wiA 
those  destroyed,  and  that  the  payments  of  interest,  where  any  have  been 
made,  be  regularly  endorsed,  as  they  appear  on  the  loan-office  books ;  and 
tliat  they  bear  a  mark  to  distinguish  them  from  the  originals,  which  tmuk 
shall  be  entered  in  the  loan-office  books. 

Ordered,  That  the  hoard  of  treasury  prepare  and  forward  to  the  respec- 
tive loan-officers  the  form  of  a  bond,  with  the  necessary  instructions,  to  di- 
rect them  in  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  resolution ;  and  that  they  state 
the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  applicants  to  the  United  States  for  certificates  re- 
newed, and  the  fees  to  be  taken  by  the  loan-officer. 

MONDAY,  May  15, 1780. 

Mr.  G«  Walton,  Mr.  E.Telfair,  Mr.  W.  Few, delegates  from  Geoipt, at- 
tended and  produced  their  credentials,  which  were  read. 

.  TUESDAY,  Mty  16,  1780. 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  SOOO  dollara.  currency  of  these  states^  and  a  hill 
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of  exchaaee  for  250  dollars  in  specie*  be  mud  to  captain  Pasche*  late  of  count 
Pulaski's  legion,  (which  being  dissolved,  Congress  naTe  no  means  of  employ* 
ing  captMn  ratt^he,  though  a  deserving,  officer)  to  end^le  him  to  return  to 
Europe: 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  eeneral  Washington,  and  one  of  this  day  from 
najor-general  the  marquis  de  fa  Fayette,  were  read  ;  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duaoe,  seconded  by  Mr.  Livinnton, 

Eeaolvedt  That  Congress  consider  the  return  of  the  marquis  de  la  Farette. 
to  America  to  resume  his  command,  as  a  fresh  proof  of  the  disinterestea  zeal 
and  persevering  attachment  which  have  justly  recommended  him  to  tiie  pub* 
lie  confidence  and  applause ;  and  that  thejr  receive  with  pleasure  a  tender  of 
the  further  services  of  so  gallant  and  meritorious  an  officer; 

WEDNESDAY,  May  17, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  from  brigadier 
Knox,  recommending  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Blair  to  be  chiaplain  to  the  bri- 
gade of  artillery;  Wnereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Blair  be  appointed  chaplain  of  the 
brigade  of  artillery ;  and  that  this  appointment  have  effect  as  if  made  on  the 
first  day  of  March,  1779,  from  whicn  time  he  has  officiated  as  chaplain  to  tha 
brigade. 

FRIDAY,  May  19,  1780. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  the  hon.  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  ;  Whereupon, 

IZesoivediThat  the  states  of  Vir^nia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania. 
New-Jersey,  New- York,  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island,  Massachusetts-Bay, 
and  New-Hampshire,  be  most  earnestly  called  upon  to  collect  antl  pay  into 
the  continental  treasury,  immediately,  if  possible,  and,  at  all  events,  within 
thirty  days  from  this  time,  10,000,000  dollars,  for  the  special  purpose  here- 
after mentioned,  in  the  following  proportions ;  the  payments  to  be  credited 
to  tiie  said  states  respectively,  on  tneir  quotas  of  money  due  to  the  United 
States  to  the  first  day  of  March  last,  viz. 


Vtj^nua,  .       -       .  1,953,200 

Ifa^kaid,  *        -        .  1,334»350 

Delaware,  •       •       -  ia!^800 

PennsvlTania,  ...  1,796,950 

NewJeney,  -        -       -  703,950 

New-Tork,  -        -        -  585,950 


Connecticut,       ...  1^29,150 

Bhode-bland,     ...  156,250 

MaMSchusetts-Bay,     •        .  1,794^950 

New-Hampshire,         •       .  312^450 


10,000,000 

Reaolvedy  That  bills  be  immediately  drawn  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  on  the  hon.  Dr.  B.  Franalin,  for  25,000  dollars,  and  on  the  hon. 
John  Jay,  for  25,000  dollars,  payable  at  sixty  days  sight :  that  they  be  offer- 
ed for  sale  in  Massachusetts-oay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  in  the  following  proportions,  viz. 

Maanchuaetts-Bay,  20,000  dollara.       Pennsylvania,        -       -    10,000  doUan. 

Rhode-bland,        •        -      3,000    do.  Maryland,  .        -      5,000    do. 

Conoecticut,         -       -    .  8^000    do.  Virginia,        -       -        -      4^000    do. 

Betohed^  That  the  money  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid  be  appropriated  and 
applied  solely  to  the  bringing  the  army  into  the  field,  and  torwarding  their 
sumAies  in  such  manner  as  &e  exigency  and  nature  of  the  service  may  re- 
qoire. 

Resohed,  That  the  committee  at  head-quarters  be  directed  to  expedite  the 
drawing  forth  the  supplies  of  the  states  required  by  the  resolution  of  Con- 
greas,  of  the  25  th  day  of  February  last,  as  the  exigency  and  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require,  and  the  commander  in  chief  shall  judge  them  necessary. 

That  in  case  <^any  extraordinary  emergency,  more  of  any  of  the  articles 
eaumerated  in  the  sdid  resolution  shall  become  necessary  than  is  therein 
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provided  for,  the  eatd  committM,  with  the  advice  of  the  commiiider  in  chie( 
doafiplr  to  the  legislatiTe  or  eiecutive  powers  of  any  of  the  atatee  tforuaid, 
hom  Now^Hampahire  to  Virginia,  inclosive,  as  roaj  be  nont  conveaieDti  to 
have  them  immediately  purcnased  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  or 
othrorwiaa  procured  on  the  credit  of  the  same*  if  necessity  shall  so' require: 
That  the  said  committee  give  directions  for  procnring  any  other  srtidci 
not  provided  for  in  the  said  resolution  of  the  25th  of  Febmsry,  which  the  exi* 
geiicy  of  the  service  may  require,  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in 
cUotrendor  necessary,  direct  the  proper  applications  to  the  civil  oiagiftritci 
of  any  of  the  states,  for  obtaining  them  in  sach  SMmner  as  shall  aotadmit  of 

delav. 

That  the  said  committee  be  also  authorized  to  give  assvrance  lAere  asy 
of  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  purchased  or  otherwise  procured  on  the  cre- 
dit of  the  United  States,  that  the  just  value  of  the  same  shall  be  paid,  with 
interest  at  sis  per  cent,  as  fast  aa  money  can  be  raised  for  that  purpme* 

That  thfi  aaid  committee  report  their  proceedings  to  Congreia  oncei 
fortnight. 

RaobHd^  That  the  legislatures  from  New-Hampshire  to  Virginia,  incluiiye, 
he  requested  to  invest  uieir  executive  authority,  or  some  other  persona,  viti^ 
toch  powers  as  will  enidile  them,  on  the  application  of  the  committee  aforc- 
said,  to  draw  forth,  at  this  critical  period,  tke  resources  of  the  state. 

SATURDAY,  May  20, 1780. 

Aesolvsd,  That  the  several  states  be  earnestly  requested  to  forward  Aeir 
quotas  of  troops,  to  join  their  respective  corps  of  the  army,as  soon  as  pooaiUe. 

MONDAY,  May  22,  irSO. 

A  letter,  of  the  17th,  from  general  Washington,  and  a  letter,  of  Maick  1, 
from  lieutenant-colonel  Floury,  requesting  a  proloogi^tion  of  hia  ftrltmhf 
were  read;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  furlough  heretofore  ^nted  to  lieutenafit-coliiAtl 
Floury,  be  farther  extended  for  the  space  of  nine  months. 

Ruolvidj  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  it  is  highly  inexpedient  for  an^ 
of  the  states  to  permit  the  exportation  of  provisions  to  foreien  parts,  aanl 
the  exigencies  or  the  public  aorvice  are  more  fully  aacertainea  and  provided 
for  than  at  present. 

Hiat  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Delaware  state,  min  in- 
mediately  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  t&tstatt, 
and  to  continue  the  same  until  it  shall  be  consistent  with  the  public  safetj 
tkat  the  like  embargoes  should  be  discontinued  in  all  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  i^^ 
president  of  the  Delaware  state,  and  also  to  the  preatdeat  of  the  auprtme 
executive  council  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  answer  to  U^ 
letter  of  the  6th. 

TUESDAY,  May  SS,  1780. 
Reeohed,  Thi^t  the  director-general,  or  in  his  absence,  depoij^'fTiredor 

Sneral,  of  the  hospitals  in  the  eastern  district,  be  and  he  is  herebr  dlrecteu 
hire  a  suitable  house  at  or  near  the  port  of  New-London,  in  me  state  ui 
Connecticut,  for  die  reception  of  such  sick  American  prisoners  as  shalli  froa> 
time  to  time,  be  exchang^ed  and  landed  in  tliat  neighbourhood ;  and  that  one 
senior  surgeon  or  physician,  and  a  suitable  number  of  mates,  be  occasionall; 
employed  therein,  as  the  number  of  sick  shall  increase  or  diminish. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  24,  178p. 
The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committee 
'^—^-^  affaire,  relative  to  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  lately  employed  by  tiK 
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hottmirable  W.  Lee,  esq.  late  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  coti*- 
sideratioli;  and  therenpon, 

Besolved,  'I1iat  the  said  Samuel  W.  Stockton  he  allowed  a  salarf,  at  Ae 
rate  of  £  300  sterling  per  annum,  while  he  was  employed  hj  the  said  Wil- 
liam Lee : 

That  he  be  debited  with  the  monies  which  he  has  received  from  the  aaid 
William  Lee ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  papers  be  referred  to  the  attditoi*- 
l^neral,  in  order  that  the  account  may  be  liquidated^  agreeably  to  the  priii^ 
ciples  aforesaid. 

Mttaali^  That  the  stile  of  the  court  of  appeals  appointed  by  Congress, 
be,  *'  The  Court  of  Appeals  in  Cases  of  Capture.'* 

Raolved^  That  the  judges  and  register  of  the  said  court,  shall  respeotiveljr 
take  an  oath  of  office  belore  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  same. 

That  the  oath  of  the  judges  lie  in  the  words  following,  vie. 

^  You  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  you  will  well,  faithflilly  and  impartially  exe^ 
cnte  the  office  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cases  of  capture, 
according  to  the  best  of  your  skiil  and  judj^ent.  So  help  jm  God.*^ 

That  me  oath  of  the  register  of  the  said  court  shall  be  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

^  YiNi  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  yon  will  well  and  faithfully  execote  the 
office  of  register  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  cases  of  oapture,  according  to  the 
best  of  your  skill  and  iudgment.  So  help  you  God." 

That  the  judges  of  Uie  said  court  shall  be  ()ttalified  in  th^  manner  aforesaid, 
before  the  president  of  Congress,  and  certificates  thereof  lodged  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  Congress;  and  that  the  ref^ster  shall  be  qualified  before 
the  aaid* judges,  and  certificate  thereof  lodged  in  the  said  court  of  appeals.  • 

Besolpidp  That  appeals  from  the  courts  of  admiralty  in  the  respective 
ftates,  be,  as  heretofore,  demanded  within  five  days  after  definitive  sentence ; 
and  in  future  such  appeal*  be  lodged  with  the  register  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals in  cases  of  capture  within  forty  days  thereafter,  provided  the  party 
appealing  shall  give  security  to  prosecute  such  appeal  t^elTect. 

Hesolvedj  That  all  matters  respecting  appeals  la  cases  of  capture,  now  de- 
pending before  Congress,  or  the  commissioners  of  appeals,  consisting  of  mem- 
oers  of  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  newly  erected  court  of  appeals,  to  be 
there  adjud^d  and  determined  according  to  law ;  and  that  all  papers  touch* 
ing  appeals  m  cases  of  capture,  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Con* 
greas,  be  delivered  to  ana  lodged  with  the  register  of  the  court  of  appeals. 

Hesolvedt  That  the  memorial  of  James  Wilson,  in  behalf  of  the  commil- 
sioners  of  the  admiralty  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  Sandwich 
Packet,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  aaid  memorial,  be  transmitted  to 
tlie  said  court  of  appeals. 

FRIDAY,  M^f  28,  irSO. 

Resolved^  That  the  request  contained  in  the  memorial  of  John  Skev  Bustace, 
late  a  major  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  be  allowed  the  benefits  of 
the  resolution  of  the  10th  of  April  last,  for  making  eood  to  the  army  the  de- 
ficiency of  their  original  pay,  occasioned  by  the  oepreciation  of  the  conti- 
nental bills  of  credit,  cannot  be  granted. 

Me$olv€d,  That  the  mode  of  cariTing  into  elliMt  the  resolution  of  Congreta 
of  the  21  at  of  April  last,  respecting  an  agent  or  commissary  of  prisoners,  be 
aobmiltted  to  the  discretion  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  large  arrears  are  dae  to  the  Inhabltanla  of 
sundry  rf  these  states  for  provision,  mrage,  and  other  articles,  furnished  by 
them  to  the  departments  of  the  commissary-general  of  purchaaes,  and  qnar- 
ter-ioMter  general^  for  the  public  sehrice,  and  for  which  they  btt^t  itcdved 
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notes  or  certificates,  signed  by  persons  appointed  to  purchase  the  said  atti- 
cleSf  the  payment  whereof  hath  heen  delayed,  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of 
the  holders,  and  for  which  money  cannot,  in  the  present  circumstuicos,  be 
issued  from  the  treasury  :  theretore, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective 
states  wherein  such  notes  or  certificates  have  been  heretofore  given,  and  re* 
main  unpaid,  to  empower  the  collectors  of  the  continental  taxes,  due  to  tht 
1st  of  March  ^ast^to  receive  in  payment  thereof  such  notes  or  certificates, 
from  the  persons  in  whose  names  they  have  been  given,  on  the  following 
conditions : 

That  the  persons  paying  in  the  said  notes  or  certificates,  endorse  the  same 
to  the  collectors,  who  may  receive  them,  and  also  take  an  oath  or  aCmatioa 
before  a  magistrate,  that  tney  have  been  obtained  for  the  value  and  theaiticles 
therein  expressed,  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  for  wtnck 
no  payment  hath  been  made ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  endorsed  on 
eacn  note  or  certificate : 

That  in  cases  when  the  notes  or  certificates  held  by  any  person,  shall  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  the  taxes  due  from  such  person,  at  the  time  thej  are 
paid  in,  the  surplus  be  credited  by  the  state  to  such  person,  and  allowed  ia 
niture  taxes,  under  such  checks  and  securities  as  the  respective  legjislatares 
may  think  best  suited  to  their  diiferent  modes  of  collection ;  and  that  suck 
surplus  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  till  thus  discounted. 

Besolt>ed,  That  the  said  notes  or  certificates,  so  endorsed  and  reeoved  b^ 
the  collectors  as  aforesaid,  being  by  the  treasurer  of  such  state  delivoKd  to 
the  principals  of  the  respective  departments,  trom  whom  payment  is  die, 
or  their  agents  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  receipts  of  the  said  jpria- 
cipals  or  agents,  makiue;  the  principals  accountable  for  the  amoont  of  the 
notes  or  certificates  paid  asaforesaic^  being  lodged  with  die  board  of  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States ;  the  respective  states  shall  thereupon  have  credit 
for  the  same  on  their  quotas  of  taxes^due  to  the  ist  of  March  last ;  and|^f  the 
amount  shall,  in  any  case,  exceed  the  said  quotas,  the  balances  shall  b^  paid 
to  the  respective  states  to  whom  they  may  be  due : 

Provided  that  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution  shall  be  con- 
strued to  exonerate  any  state  from  the  payment  of  orders  airily  drawn,  or 
to  affect  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  I9th  day  of  tlie  present  month. 

SATURDAY.  May  27,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  ensign  John  M'Guire,  of  the  3d  Htrj- 
land  regiment,  be  accepted. 

IVhereas  it  appears  to  Con^s,  by  a  representation  from  the  commerciil 
committee,  that  thirteen  invoices  of  goods  have  h^en  shipped  in  the  vetrs 
1777  and  1778,  from  Bilboa,  by  Messrs.  Gardoqui  and  sons,  by  order  sf 
Arthur  Lee,  esq.  in  the  following  vessels,  viz.  the  Lydia,  capt*  Andrews, 
Alexander,  capt.  Williamson,  Charlotte,  capt.  Sinclair,  Success,  capt  Ger- 
,  rish,  Neptune,  capt.  Lee«  Tabby,  capt.  Hodges,  John,  capt.  Woodbenj, 
Wennesty  Deal,  capt  Vickory,  mncy,  ;;apt.  Ingersol,  George,  capt.  Knigkt, 
Lively,  capt.  Dupee,  Hawk,  capt.  Smith,  and  Scorpion,  capt  Ivis : 

And  whereas  the  said  goods  were  expressed  by  the  invoices  to  be  on  ac- 
count of  Elbridge  Gerry,  esq.  and  such  part  thereof  as  arrived  safe  has  been 
received  by  James  Warren,  esq.  the  public  agent,  to  whom  they  were 
addressed ; 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Elbridge  Gerrj,  esq.  be  indemnified  by  the 
'  United  States  from  any  cost  or  chaises  that  have  been  or  shall  be  fltade 
against  him  on  account  of  the  goods  so  shipped,  and  that  any  claima  reUtive 
thereto  be  exhibited  to  the  commercial  committee  of  Congress. 

Conj^ress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  i^poioted 
to  confer  with  the  hon.  the  minister  of  France  i  and  thereupon. 
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Segokted^  That  the  board  of  admiralty  t)e  directed  to  fit  for  sea,  with  th^ 
tttmoat  expedition,  the  several  ships  of  war  and  frigates  now  in  port ; 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  states,  within  whose 
porta  any  of  tlie  said  ships  or  frigates  may  be,  to  afford  every  assistance  to  the 
Doard  01  admiralty,  on  their  application  for  artificers,  labourers  and  mate- 
fiala  for  preparing  the  same  for  sea,  and  for  completing  their  complement 
of  men. 

Madtfed^  That  Congress  will  defray  every  necessary  expense  which  any 
state  shall  incur  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolution. 

And  whereas  it  is  proper  to  make  proviuon  for  repairing  any  damages 
which  the  fleets  of  our  allies  may  sustain  by  storms  or  otherwise : 

Madvtd^  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  directed  to  cause  as  many  masts, 
yards  and  spars  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  above  purpose,  to  be 
procured: 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  also  directed  to  settle  signals  with  the 
commanding  officers  of  any  ship  or  ships  of  our  ally,  which  may  now  or  shall 
hereafter  be,  upon  the  coasts  of  the  United  States. 

And  fbr  the  promoting  of  harmony  and  forwarding  the  common  views  of 
France  and  America : 

BoBolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  these  United 
States  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  such  persons  as  shall  encourage 
desertions  from  the  fleets  or  armies  of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  prosecute 
the  warin  America  in  coniunction  with  these  United  States^  and  for  reco- 
verii^  such  deserters  as  shall  endeavor  to  conceal  themselves  among  the 
inhabitants. 

Mesolvtdf  That  300  hogsheads  of  the  sugars  in  the  hands  of  John  Brad- 
ford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  be  by  him  converted  into  money,  and  the 
same  transmitted  to  the  continental  treasury,  without  loss  of  timoj  notwith* 
standing  any  former  resolution  of  Congress  to  the  contrary. 

MONDAY,  May  29,   1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  president  Wear,  of  the  state  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, was  read,  inclosing  an  act  passed  by  the  le^slature  of  that  state,  pur- 
suant to  the  resolutions  and  recommendations  ofthe  18th  of  March  last: 

The  del^ates  of  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Congress  an  act  of  the  le-^ 
g^slature  of  that  state,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolutions  of  March  18th. 

TUESDAY,  May  SO,  1780. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

A  memorial  of  John  M'AUister  was  read,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  record  of 
his  trial  and  acquittal  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  upon  an  indictment  for  the 
frauds  mentioned  in  the' resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  June,  1779. 

A  memorial  from  the  officers  of  the  5&  New-York  re^ment  was  read  ; 
IVherenpon, 

jBesofoerf,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  present  to  make  any  par^l  reduc- 
tion in  the  armj  of  the  United  States. 

Hesehed,  That  lieutenant-colonel  John  Bailey  be  informed,  that,  from  a 
consideration  of  all  circumstances.  Congress  do  not  judge  it  expedient  at 
present  to  appoint  another  brigadier  from  the. line  of  the  troops  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  31, 1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  27th,  from  general  Washington,  and  one,  of  the  28th,  from 
the  committee  at  head -quarters,  were  read  : 
Orderedf  That  the  letter  from  general  Washington  be  referred  to  a  com- 
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mtttee  of  three :  the  membera  cboseoj  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  AmiBtroii|  %iid 
Mr.  Duane. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  confer  on  the  subject  of 
the  letter  with  a  committee  of  the  general  assemblj  and  supreme  execatife 
coancil  of  PennsylTania. 

Ordered,  That,  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Gerrj.  Mr.  Holten  and  Mr, 
LovelU  delegates  for  the  state  of  Massachu8etts-Ba?»  a  warrant  issue  on  fhe 
treasurer,  in  their  favour,  for  1800  dollars;  tiie  said  state  to  be  accountable: 

Thai,  on  the  application  of  J.  Wilkinson,  clothier-general,  approved  bj 
the  board  of  war,  a  warrant  issue  on  Joseph  Borden,  commissioner  of  the 
continental  loan -office  for  the  state  of  New-Jersej,  in  his  favour,  for  54,000 
dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  hide  department,  and  for  which  the  said  James 
Wilkinson  is  to  be  accountable : 

That  a  warrant  issue  on  Gerard  Bancker,  treasurer  of  the  state  of  New* 
York,  in  favour  of  Charles  Pcttit,  assistant  quarter-master  general,  on  ac- 
count of  Nathaniel  Greene,  quarter-master  general,  for  110,000  dollan  (pait 
of  the  monies  raised  in  the  said  state  for  the  use  of  the  Unit^  States),  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  three  months*  pav  to  the  batteau-men  wlio  are  eQga|ei 
at  Albany,  to  serve  for  the  campaign;  and  for  which  the  said  Natbimd 
Greene  is  to  be  accountable. 

•  THURSDAY,  June  1, 1780. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Huntington,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Connectifiut,  at- 
tended and  took  his  seat  in  Conffreas. 

Mr.  T.  Matlack,  a  deputy  for  Pennsylvania,  attended,  whea  the  creden- 
tials of  the  delegates  of  that  state  were  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter,  of  May  £7th,  £pom|;eneFd 
Washington,  and  who  were  directed  to  confer  thereon  with  a  committee  of 
the  general  assembly  and  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  oCPeonsyi^ 
vania,  reported  the  result  of  their  conference,  and  the  measures  ponuingVy 
the  said  state:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  supplies  which  any  of  the  states  shall,  uponccqwition 
for  that  purpose,  furnish  of  articles  not  required  from  them  by  the  resolatisa 
of  the  25th  day  of  February  last,  or  to  a  greater  amount  than  is  required  bj 
the  said  resolution,  shall  be  credited  them  in  a  future  requisition  at  specific 
Stt|»plies  from  the  several  states,  or  in  lieu  of  the  like  value  of  other  srticlei^ 
which  such  states  are  already  called  on  to  furnish,  or,  at  die  election  of  the 
state,  shall  be  paid  for,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  as  fast  as  money  can  be 
procured  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  governor  Livingston,  be  informed*  in  an* 
swer  to  his  letter  of  May  16th,  that  sundry  applications  have  heretofore 
been  made  to  Conoress  for  relief  in  cases  that  are  not  distinguishable  from 
the  case  of  John  Hopper,  mentioned  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  and  msny  cases 
exist  to  which  the  principle  advanced  by  his  excellency  will  apply;  but  Coo- 

Sress,  though  deeply  affected  by  their  calamities,  have  not  yet  tbonditesDe- 
ient  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  measures  for  the  particular  relict  of 
such  sufferers;  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  inevitable  exigencies  of  the  war 
will  permit  Goncress  to  enter  into  such  considerations  until  peace  shall  be 
restored  to  the  United  States. 

FRIDAY,  June  2,  1780. 

Mr.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  a  delegate  for  the  stats  of  Maryland, 
attended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Congress  resuYned  the  consideratiott  of  the  report  of  the  committee  oa 
sundry  papers  respecting  the  New-Hampshire  GrantSy  Mid  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  resolutions : 
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Whereas  itU  represented  to  Congress,  and  by  authentic  evidence  laid  be- 
fore them  it  appears,  that  the  people  inhabitins  the  district  of  countrjr  com- 
raonlj  known  bj  the  name  of  the  If ew-Hamp«bire  Grants,  and  claiming  to 
be  an  independent  state,  have,  notwithstanding  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
of  the  JMtii  of  September,  and  2d  of  October,  proceeded  as  a  separate  govern* 
nient  to  make  grants  of  land^  and  sales  of  estates  by  them  declared  forfeited 
and  coaiiacatea;  and  have  also,  in  divers  instances,  exercised  civil  and  mi- 
litary aothority  over  the  persons  and  effects  of  sundry  inhabitants  within  the 
said  district,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  of  and  to  owe  allegiance 
to  the  state  of  New- York* 

JUsolvedf  That  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  said 
district,  and  claiming  to  be  an  independent  state  as  aforesaid,  in  contravene 
ing  the  sood  intentions  of  the  said  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  September  and 
the  9d  of  October  last,  are  highly  unwarrantable,  and  subversive  of  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  peMde  inhabiting  the  said  district,  and  claiming  to  be  an  indepen- 
dent state  as  aioresaid,  be,  and  they  herebv  arc,  strictly  required  to  foroear 
and  abstain  from  all  acts  of  authority,  civil  or  roilitarj,  over  the  inhabitants 
of  any  town  or  district  who  hold  themselves  to  be  subjects  of,  and  to  owe  al- 
legiance to,  any  of  the  states  clairotng  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  said  territory, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  until  the  decisions  and  determinations  in  the  resolotioa 
afore-mentioned  shall  be  made. 

And  whereas  the  states  of  New- Hampshire  and  New- York  have  complied 
with  the  said  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  September  and  the  2d  of  October 
last,  and  by  their  agents  and  delegates  in  Congress  declared  themselves  rea- 
dy to  proceed  in  supporting  their  respective  rights  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  aforesaid,  in  whole  or  in  ^rt,  according  to  their  several  claims,  and 
in  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  said  resolutions :  and  whereas  Congress,  by 
their  order  of  the  2ist  of  March  4ast,  did  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  said  resolutions,  nine  states,  exclusive  of  those  who  were  par- 
ties to  the  question,  not  being  represented ;  and  by  their  order  of  the  irUi  of 
May  last,  have  directed  that  letters  be  written  to  Ihe  states  not  represented, 
reoaestinglAiem  immediately  to  send  forward  a  representation ; 

Ifaoolreil,  That  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  nine  states,  exclusive  of  those 
who  are  jMirties  to  the  controversy,  shall  be  represented,  proceed  to  hear  and 
examine  into  and  finally  determine  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to 
jnrisdictioB  between  the  three  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts- 
fiay,  and  New- York,  reapectively,  orsuch  of  them  as  shall  have  passed  such 
laws  as  are  mentioned  in  the  said  resolations  of  the  24th  of  September  and 
the  2d  of  October  last,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  afore- 
said^ who  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdiction,  on  the  other,  in  the  mode  pre- 
scribed in  and  by  the  said  resolutions. 


MONDAY,  Jttfie  5, 1780. 

Mr.  Wbitmill  ftill,  a  delegate  from  North-Carolina,  attended  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congpss. 

Mr.  Exekiel  Cornell,  a  delegate  for  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, attended  and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

Ji€9olvedt  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  to  the  state  of  North- 
Carolina  5000  stand  of  arms,  with  powder,  lead,  linta,  and  other  suitable 
stores  for  10,000  troons. 

Rtgohed,  That  a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavi^ry  bo 
granted  to  Mons.  Loois  Kthis  do  Comr. 

'rhat  Monsieur  de  Corny  be  fumisned  with  letters  from  the  president  to 


464  JOUBNALS  OF  C0N0BBS8, 1780. 

the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the  several  states,  or  to  such  of  tbem  u 
Mons.  de  Coraj  shall  apply  for,  requesting  their  advice  and  aid  to  him  ia 
procuring  provisions  ana  other  necessaries  for  the  forces  of  his  moat  Chris- 
tian majestj  expected  to  arrive  in  these  United  States,  in  such  manner  as 
will  best  avoid  a  competition  of  purchases  for  the  use  above  meatioiied  and 
those  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  hon.  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Congress  that  the  public  service  will  be  best  promoted  bj  having  the  sane 
currency  made  use  of,  as  far  as  mav  be,  to  procure  supplies  for  the  forces  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty  as  for  tnose  of  these  United  States. 

That  the  governors  of  vicginiaand  Maryland  be  requested  immediately  to 
engage  tnis^  persons  in  these  states  respectively,  at  proper  distances  fiiNn 
each  other,  on  the  main  road  from  Cape  Henry,  in  Virginia,  to  Fhiladelphia, 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  should  the  French  fleet  be  discovered  off  that 
cape  or  the  adjacent  coasts,  to  forward  intelligence  thereof,  and  any  des* 
patches  that  may  be  recMved  from  them  to  Congress,  in  the  moat  ezpefutions 
manner. 

TUESDAY,  Jufu  6,  1780. 

Mr.  Bee,  a  delegate  for  South-Carolina,  attended  and  took  his  seat  ia 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  send  forward,  with  all  poB- 
Bible  expedition,  such  articles  of  horse  furniture,  arms  and  accoutrements,  u 
may  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  cavalry  in  the  southern  armv. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  tlie  5th,  directing  the  board  of  war  to 
send  forward  arms  and  military  stores  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  be  ei* 
ecuted  for  the  present  only  to  the  extent  of  SOOO  stand  of  arms»  and  militafy 
stores  for  6000  troops. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  7,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  cause  sale  to  bo  made,  at  pablic  aac- 
tion,  of  the  sloop  West-Florida,  and  pay  the  proceeds  into  the  treasury  oC 
the  United  States,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  navy ;  and  thai  the  crew  of 
the  said  sloop  be  turned  over  to  the  ships  of  war  now  fitting  out  in 


THURSDAY,  June  8,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  John  Lawrence  and  Bhoderick  Lawrence  be  aMNMated 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them  to  enaorse  Ae 
bills  that  sliall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Connecticut,  pursaant  t»  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  1 8th  of  March  last 

FRIDAY,  June  9,  1780. 

Nine  states  being  represented,  exclusive  of  New-Hampshire,  Maasacfao- 
setts-BajT,  and  New- York, 

•  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livingston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Scott,  agreeaUr 
to  the  resolution  of  the  SUl  instant,  to  proceed  to  hear  and  examine  into,  and 
finally  determine  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to  jurisdiction,  be- 
tween the  three  states  or  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  uid  New- 
York,  respectively,  or  such*  of  them  as  shall  have  passed  snch  laws  as  are 
roentionea  in  the  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  September  and  2d  of  October  last, 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  the  New-Hampshire  Grrants,  who  claim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdictioD,  oa 
the  other,  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  and  by  the  said  resolutions. 

But  it  bein0  represented  on  the  part  or  New-Hampshire,  that  the  sgeat 
specially  appointed  for  that  business,  is  not  now  present,  and,  from  the  great 
distance«  cannot  soon  attend  Congress, 
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^  I        I  ■      I  ■     I'      '  I  ■  I     ■  ' 

On  motbn  of  Mr.  Walton^  seconded  by  Mr.  Folsom, 

Ordered,  That  the  second  Tuesday  in  September  nest  be  assi§;ned  to  pro- 
ceed, to  hear  and  examine  into  and  finally  determine  the  disputes  and  dif- 
ferences relative  to  jurtsdictioo,  between  the  three  states  of  Neiir-HainpahirB» 
Maasachasatts-Baj  and  New- York,  resjpectiyely,  or  such  of  them  as  shall 
have  passed  such  laws  as  are  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  the  24th  df 
September  and  2d  of  October  last,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  dis« 
trict.  commonly  Known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Orants,  who 
claim  tabe  a  separate  jurisdiction,  on  the  other,  in  the  mode  prescribed  in 
and  by  the  said  resolutions. 

Orderedt  That  copies  of  the  aforegoing  order  be  sent  to  the  states  of  New- 
York,  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts-Hay,  and  to  the  people  of  the 
diatrict  aforesaid. 

MONDAY,  Jtcne  12,  1780. 

Rettdved,  That  the  committee  at  head -quarters  be  instructed  immediately 
to  give  orders  for  stopping  all  issues  of  provisions  and  forage,  except  to  tht 
army  and  militia  in  actual  service,  and  such  persons  as  are  attached  to  the 
military  inr  camp  or  on  march,  under  such  particular  exceptions  only  as  they, 
on  advising  witn  the  commander  in  chief,  may  judge  absolutely  indispensable. 

That  the  value  of  a  ration  be  settled  by  die  board  of  war,  and  allowed  in 
money  to  such  as  are  now  entitled  to  draw  from  the  public  stores,  and  may 
be  precluded  for  the  future  in  conseaucnce  of  such  orders. 

iUwlvtd,  That  the  president  of  tne  state  of  Delaware  be  informed,  that 
the  public  exigencies  require  au  immediate  and  decisive  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  Cousress  of  the  22d  day  of  May,  respecting  an  embargo  on  the 
exportatiott  of  provisions  from  the  said  state. 

Whereas  large  accounts  in  the  several  staff  departments  in  the  army  ane 
outstanding  and  unsettled,  and  it  is  necessary  that  they  be  speedily  and 
finally  adjusted,  in  order  that  all  disbursements  may  be  clearly  ascertained 
and  arrears  dischar^d ; 

RemlvBd,  therefore.  That  two  extra  chambers  of  accounts,  consisting  of 
iwo  cemmis&ioners  each,  be'  appointed,  to  continue  in  office  as  long  as  may 
be  necessary,  for  the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts,  or  any  others  whicn 
may  be  referred  to  them* 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  be  respectively  un» 
der  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  repair  to  such  posts  or  places 
as  the  public  service  may  from  time  to  time  require,  for  the  purpose  of  exa- 
mining and  adjusting  any  of  the  said  accounts. 

That,  when  thus  employed,  their  reasonable  trayelling  charges  be  allowed, 
in  addition  to  their  pay. 

That  the  pay  of  the  said  commissioners  respectively  be  the  same  as  that  of 
those  alreaay  appointed. 

llmt  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorixed  to  apply  to  the  executive  power 
of  any  state  to  appoiBt  a  temporary  commissioner  or  commtsaioners,  for  the 
special  porpoae  ot  joining  witn  a  commissioner  sent  from  the  said  board  to 
receive  ana  linuidale  any  cf  the  afol'esaid  accounts  within  such  state,  wba» 
being  duly  qualified  before  a  magistrate,  and  the  qualification  lodged  in  the 
treasury,  shall  respectively  have  the  wime  power,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
eamluments  for  tlie  time  he  is  in  offictt,  as  r  commissioner  of  the  chambers 
at  the  tfeasury* 

TUESDAY,  Juw  IS,  178a 

B€90lved,  unanimomly.  That  major-general  Oates  immediately  repair  to^ 
and  take  command  in«  ^e  southern  departmeDt* 
Vol.  llh  59 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  14,  1780. 

Mr.  Artemas  Ward,  a  delegate  fur  the  state  of  Maasachasetts-Baj,  it- 
tended  and  took  his  seat  in  Coneress. 

Mr.  John  Hanson,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  attended  ami  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment^  which  were  read. 

JResolved,  That  the  resignation  of  captain  Levin  Handy,  of  the  5thMir][- 
land  regiment,  and  ensign  Samuel  Clavpole,  of  the  Ist  PennsyWaoia  regj- 
went,  be  accepted ;  the  resignation  of  tne  former  to  take  place  from  the  lit 
of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Gates  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call 
on  the  states  of  Virginia,  North -Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  for 
such  aids  of  militia  and  supplies  as  he  shall  deem  necessary ;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  governments  of  the  said  states  to  comply  with  such  requisitions. 

That  major-general  Gates  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a 
deputy  adjutant-general,  a  deputj^  pay-master  general,  and  all  other  staff 
officers  necessary  for  the  organization  of  the  southern  army ;  the  said  officerB 
to  remain  in  service  until  roe  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known. 

That  major-general  Gates  be  antl  he  is  her^y  authorized  and  empowered 
to  take  such  measures,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  defence  of  the  ooothem 
states  as  he  shall  think  most  proper :  and  it  is  earnestly  recomDiesded  to 
the  governments  of  the  said  states  to  give  every  assistance  in  their  pover 
for  carrying  such  measures  into  execution. 

Besolved,  lliat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  continue  their  attention  to 
the  estimates  for  advances  to  the  departments  of  tlie  quarter-master  ^eoenl 
and  commissary -j^neral  of  purchases,  and  military  stores,  as  far  as  circon- 
stances  will  admit,  in  order  to  enable  the  board  ot  treasury  to  decide  on  tbe 
merits  of  requisitions  for  such  advances,  and  report  thereon  to  Congrett. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  tead,  enclosing;  a  letter  from 
Eleazer  Wales,  commissioner  of  accounts  at  Albany,  wherein  h^l^  ^^^^ 
to  resign  his  office,  and  represents  the  inadequate  compensatioa  oat  hai 
been  allowed  for  his  services :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  resignation  of  the  said  Eleazer  Wales,  be  accepted, 
and  that  the  consideration  of  his  pay  be  postponed  until  general  proTisua 
shall  be  made  relieving  against  the  enectsof  depreciation. 

FRIDAY,  June  16,  irSO. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  brigadier-general  Weedon  be  called  into  service,  and  en- 
ployed  in  the  southern  department,  as  major-general  Gates  shall  direct. 

Vrdered,  That  colonel  Daniel  Morgan,  of  the  Virginia  line,  be  califdioto 
service,  and  employed  in  the  southern  army  as  major-general  Gates  shalt 
direct. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Gilman,  esq.  and  John  Taylor  Gilmao,  esq.  ^ 
appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  then  to 
endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  New-HampsUr^  ^' 
suant  to  the  resolution  oi  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  March  last 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  commissioners  of  the  cbamKrs 
of  accounts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Eleazer  M*Comb  and  the  late  Mr.  Monior^ ; 
and  the  ballots  being  U^en,  Mr.  Peter  R.  Fell  and  Mr.  George  Ummb 
were  elected ;  the  former  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mf«  <*^^' 
ton  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  Scott.  l  «« 

Congress  farther  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners  for  the  >^^ 
extra  chambers  of  accounts,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  12tb,  aod  t^ 
ballots  beine  taken,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  Mr«  J<^P 
Bullock  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Burrall;  the  former  having  been  previoB^/  ^ 
minated  by  Mr.  Searle,  and  die  latter  by  Mr.  Burke. 
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SATURDAY,  June  17,  1780. 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  due  direction  of  the  public  affairs,  that  the 
auperintendingpowershoald  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  measures  that 
have  been  pursued,  in  consequence  of  their  resoWes,  br  those  en  whom,  from 
the  nature  of  the  government,  the  execution  of  them  devolves:  and  whereas 
it  is  equally  necessary  to  examine  the  source  from  which  the  public  embar** 
rassments  spring : 

Retohed,  That  the  United  States,  from  New-Hampshire  to  South-Caro- 
lina, inclusive,  except  such  of  them  as  have  made  returns  of  their  transac- 
tions, be  requested,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  inform  Congress  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  what  measures  they  have  taken  in  consequence  of  the 
several  resolutions,  a  list  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  annex  to  the  above  resolution  a  Ibt  of  the 
resolutions  which  have  been  passed  by  Congress  since  the  1st  day  of  Januarji 
1779,  requiring  from  the  United  States  a  supply  of  men,  money  and  provi- 
sions, in  order  to  be  transmitted  herewith  to  each  of  the  abovementioned 
states. 

Besolved^  That  the  executive  power  of  the  state  of  Virnnia,  be  earnestly 
requested  to.  order  a  reinforcefhent  of  5000  militia,  including  any  that  may 
be  now  in  service,  to  join  the  southern  army  witii  all  possible  despatch. 

That  the  executive  power  of  the  state  of  Nortii-Carolina,  be  earnestly 
requested  to  order  a  reinforcement  of  4000  militia,  including  such  as  are 
now  in  service,  to  join  the  said  army. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Virginia  to  keep  in  readiness  aa 
additional  force  of  3000  militia :  and  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  keep 
in  readiness  an  additional  force  of  SOOO  militia,  in  order  to  join  the  southern 
annr  upon  the  shortest  notice. 

That  no  supplies  of  men,  and  no  provisions  except  bacon,  and  so  much 
grain  as  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Virginia  conceive  can  be  spared  from 
the  southern  army,  they  bearing  in  ^ind  that  the  wants  of  the  grand  army 
are  at  this  time  extremely  pressing— be  removed  to  the  northward  of  the 
state  of  Virginia,  until  the  inrther  order  of  Congress 

That  the  monies  raised  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  the  state  of 
Maryland,  and  the  states  to  the  southward  thereof,  be  appropriated  to  tiie 
supply  of  the  military  chest  and  exigencies  of  the  war  in  the  southern  de- 
partment, until  the  further  order  of  Conmss. 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  effectual  measures  for  supplying 
the  said  department  with  all  necessary  military  stores. 

MONDAY,  June  19, 1780. 

Mr.  Sherman,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  attended  «iid  took 
his  seat  in  Congress. 

Revived,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states  of  Virginia  and 
North-Carolina,  to  use  tiieir  utmost  exertions  to  recruit,  remount  and  equip 
Baylor's  and  White's  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  so  as  to  complete  them  at 
least  150  rank  and  file  in  each  regiment : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  gen.  Washington,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
service,  to  order  the  infantry  belonging  to  major  Lee's  corps,  now  in  Virgi- 
nia, to  proceed  on  their  route  and  join  the  southern  armv,  there  to  be  em- 
ployed as  the  commanding  officer  in  that  department  shall  think  best. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  repre- 
sentation and  petition  of  JohnGfarciaDuarti;  and  thereupon, 

R€9olvedj  xhat  the  board  of  war  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  at  Boston,  forth- 
with deliver  to  the  said  John  Oarcia  Duarti,  or  to  his  order,  on  request,  all  the 
coin  deposited  in  their  hands,  and  all  tiie  effects  yet  unsold,  being  parts  of 
the  cargo  of  the  snow  Nostra  Senora  de  Carmel  et  Saint  ^ntonio,  without 
charging  him  any  commission  thereon ; 
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That  the  board  of  war  of  MaMach««ett»-Ba j,  at  Boston,  do  paj,  upon  dt- 
mand.toJohn  Bradibrd,  coatineBtal  asent  at  tfoatoo.  iB  18,461  13ti  Si  be- 
ing the  amoaat  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  aforesaid  snow  and  caifo,  aoM 
under  their  direction  by  order  of  Congreasof  May  iltb,  ir78,wKo  isherabj 
directed  to  pnrckase  biHs  of  eichaiup  on  some  enerchant  or  banker  in  Earope, 
ta  as  great  an  amount  as  (he  som  ofJS  1 8,441  13s.  Set.  with  interest  tbereos, 
at  6  per  cent  per  annum,  to  the  daj  of  buying  the  said  bills,  wesM  baTe 
purcnased  at  tne  time  of  the  sale  of  the  snow  and  cargo  aforesaid,  and  deli- 
Ter  the  same  to  the  said  John  Garcia  Doarti,  for  the  use  of  his  owners;  lod 
that  the  said  John  Bradford  report  his  proceedings  in  the  prenuses  to  Con- 
gress, without  deiaj. 

Resolvedt  That  the  bond  which  Joseph  Cunningham  gave,  at  the  time  be 
obtained  his  commission  as  master  or  commander  of  the  schooner  Phmi,be 
forthwith  put  in  suit,  and  that  his  said  commission  be  thereupon  vacttedind 
made  void ;  and  that  the  said  Joseph  Cunninabam  be  not  admitted  toMd 
any  commission  under  the  United  States,  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vesiel  of 
war,  until  such  time  as  he  shall  appear  and  answer  such  suit,  and  sttisfy  tbe 
judgment  against  him,  or  procure  the  same  to  be  reversed  or  set  aside  by  dne 
course  of  law ;  and  that  tne  moneys  recovered  on  such  suit  be  paid  to  the 
said  John  Garcia  Duarti,  for  the  use  of  his  owners : 

That  the  said  John  Garcia  Duarti  may  also  prosecute,  or  cause  to  be  p- 
secttted,  an  action  or  actions  against  the  said  Joseph  Cunningham,  late  con* 
mander  of  the  private  armed  schooner  of  war  Phoenix,  the  owners  of  tbe  said 
schooner^  and  any  person  or  persons  that  may  be  justly  deemed  gailtj  of  the 
seizure  and  capture  of  the  said  John  Garcia  Duarti,  with  the  said  sboWi  ber 
crew  and  cargo,  or  any  ways  accountable  for  the  same,  for  the  benefit  asd 
further  reparation  of  the  owners  of  the  said  snow :  such  prosecatioa  to  be 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  tpfiaiuiii  to 
devise  means  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  and  punishinc  die  laaking 
or  uttering  counterfeit  paper  bills,  of  the  similitude  of  the  bilbo(ciedit 
emitted  by  Congress ;  and  thereupon, 

^  Srso/vea,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  take  and  prosecute  to  cod- 
yiction  any  person  who  shall  prepare,  engrave,  stamp,  forge,  or  print, or  ciose 
or  procure  to  be  prepared,  engraved,  stamped,  forged  or  printedi  tbe  conn- 
terteit  resemblance  of  any  paper  bills  of  credit  issued,  emitted  or  made  bj 
Congress,  or  who  shall  counterfeit  or  sign  the  name  or  names  of  the  ngatn 
to  an^  true  bills  to  such  counterfeit  paper,  with  the  intention  that  such  cooa- 
terfeit  paper  shall  be  passed  in  payments,  or  received  as  genuine  and  geod 
bills,  whether  the  same  be  so  passed  or  received  or  not ;  or  who  shall  t*J^ 
tender  in  payment  any  such  counterfeit  money,  or  deliver  the  same  to  aaj 
other  person  or  persons,  with  an  intention  that  such  counterfeit  psp^  he 
Ptssea,  paid  or  received,  as  and  for  good  and  genuine,  knowing  the  sane  to 
be  foif  en  or  counterfeited ;  upon  every  such  conviction,  and  procuring  acer- 
tificate  thereof,  under  the  hands  of  tbe  judges  before  whom  such  coovictioo 
shall  be  had,  or  either  of  them,  such  person  or  persons  shall  recehe,  of  the 
continental  loan-officer  of  the  state  where  such  conviction  shall  be  had,  the 
som  of  2000  dollars  in  the  present  continental  currency,  which  the  asid  lofto- 
officer  is  hereby  directed  and  required  to  pay  out  of  any. public  mooef  is  hi» 
hands,  and  to  charge  the  same  to  the  Unit^i  States. 

TUESDAY,  Jun$  90, 1780. 
On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  South-Carolina,  pursuant  to  an  applicaHoD 
from  gov.  Hutledge,  stating  the  necessity  he  has  been  under  of  percbuu^ 
mviy  articles  for  3ie  we  of  the  troops  since  he  left  Charleston,  and  request- 
ing, as  in  the  present  situation  of  that  state,  he  has  no  other  means  ofW^^ 
for  the  same  tnan  by  drafts  on  Congress,  that  his  di-afis  may  be  bsaorcd. 
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Baolvedj  That  the  board  of  treasury,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress, 
be  authorized  to  accept  the  bills  drawn  by  goT.  Rutledge  for  the  above  pur- 
pose, to  be  paid  at  the  election  of  the  holder,  either  in  loan-office  certificates 
or  iu  cash,  with  interest,  aa  soon  as  the  treasury  shall  be  in  condition  ;  for 
which  the  state  of  South-CaroHna  is  to  be  accountable,  and  that  the  board  of 
treasury,  from  time  to  time,  laj  before  Congress  an  account  of  all  such  drafts, 

Besefveti,  Tliat  the  general  of  Martiniaue,  in  ordering  the  cargo  of  the  brie 
Hope  to  be  sold,  and  the  money  to  he  aeposited  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Vr. 
Bingham,  till  the  legality  of  the  capture  could  be  proved,  (no  courts  being  at 
that  time  instituted  for  tne  determining  of  such  captures  in  that  island)  shew- 
ed the  strictest  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  claimants,  and  the  highest  re- 
spect to  the  oninion  of  Congress : 

That  Mr.  W.  Bingham,  in  receiving  the  same,  only  acted  in  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  the  general  of  Martinique,  and  in  conformity  with  his  duty 
as  agent  for  the  United  States. 

J&Bolved,  That  Congress  will  defray  all  the  expenses  that  Mr.  William 
Bingham  may  be  put  to  by  reason  of  the  suits  now  depending,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  brousht  against  him  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts -Bay,  on  ac- 
count of  the  brig  Hope  or  her  cargii,  claimed  as  prize  by  the  owners,  masters 
and  mariners  orthe  private  ship  of  war  called  the  Pilgrim. 

And  whereas  the  goods  of  the  said  W.  Bingham,  to  a  very  considerable 
amount,  are  attacheclin  the  said  suits  now  depending  in  the  hands  of  the 
factors  of  the  said  W.  Bingham,  to  his  srest  injury : 

Ruoived,  That  the  general  court  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  be 
requested  to  discharge  the  property  of  the  said  W.  Bingham  from  the  said 
attachment;  Congress  hereby  pledging  themselves  to  pay  alt  such  sums  of 
monev,  with  costs  of  suit,  as  may  be  recovered  against  tne  said  W.  Bingham 
in  either  or  both  the  above  actions. 

Jie»hed,  That  the  naw  council  at  Boston  be  directed  to  give  such  sie^u- 
rity,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  as  the  court  may  require,  and  to  di- 
rect the  counsel  now  employed  by  Mr.  Bingham  in  the  defence  of  the  said 
actions. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  21, 1780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  note  from  the  hon.  the  minister 
of  Fraace,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  and  thereupon, 

XeBtdved,  That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  Congress  have  used 
every  means  in  their  power  to  fulfil  their  engagements  of  January  last:  that 
they  have  apportionea  the  quotas  of  the  several  states,  and  called  upon  them 
most  earnestly  to  complete  the  same ;  that  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  and 
the  diversion  of  our  force  to  the  southern  department,  together  with  the  heavy 
loss  sustained  by  fatigue  and  desertion  in  a  long  and  toilsome  march,  have 
for  the  present  considerably  weakened  the  main  army ;  that  Confess  have 
•odeavored  to  replace  these  deficiencies  bv  demanding  large  additional  sup- 
plies of  recruits  and  militia  from  the  middle  and  eastern  states,  to  take  tne 
neid  by  the  first  of  July ;  that  their  requests  have  been  freciuently  reiterated 
in  tiie  strongest  terms:  that  tliev  have  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  them 
are  making  great  efforts  to  comply  with  their  demand ;  and  that  they  are  not 
without  well  grounded  expectations  that  the  importance  of  the  occasion  will 
awaken  all  to  the  most  vi^rous  exertions ;  that  Congress  have  demanded 
from  each  state  immediate  information  of  the  measures  they  have  adonted  in 
consequence  of  their  requisition ;  that  they  hope  to  be  thereby  enablea  more 
folly  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  minister  of  France,  relative  to  the  matters 
contained  in  nis  memorial ;  that  they  do  full  justice  to  the  solicitude  of  the 
minister  of  France,  for  the  advancement  of  the  mutual  interests  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty  and  these  United  States,  and  see  with  pleasure,  in  the 
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warmth  with  which  he  urges  measures  evidently  calculated  for  the  immediate 
advantage  of  these  states,  the  intimacy  of  the  union  of  the  allied  powers* 

And  whereas  Congress  did,  in  behalf  of  the  Tlnited  States,  assure  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  by  their  act  of  Slst  January  last,  that  they  would  brinjg 
into  the  field  25,000  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  and  at  the  same  time  solicit 
a  naval  force  to  co-operate  against  the  common  enemy ;  and  whereas  advice 
has  been  received  from  the  court  of  France,  that  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty, in  compliance  with  the  solicitations  of  Congress,  hath  not  only  direct* 
ed  a  considerable  naval  force  to  repair  to  North- America,  but  hath  subjoined 
thereto  a  respectaUe  body  of  land  forces;  and  whereas  Congress  in  conse- 
quence of  their  engagements  by  their  act  of  February  last,  did  call  oo  the 
several  states  to  complete  their  quota  of  troops  to  the  establishment  men- 
tioned in  the  said  act;  which  quota  they  have  since,  from  the  disaster  at 
Charleston,  fouQ^d  it  necessary  to  increase,  and  have  accordingly  approved 
the  requisitions  of  their  committee  at  head -quarters;  and  whereas  none  of 
the  states,  whose  battalions  were  deficient,  have  yet  sent  on  their  recruits 
to  complete  the  same,  nor  affi>rded  any  assurances  that  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress, and  their  committee,  will  be  complied  with ;  and  whereas  the  execu- 
tion of  the  above  requisition  will  be  extremely  hazardous  and  expensive, 
unless  the  further  demands  of  Congress  and  their  committee,  for  provision, 
are  punctually  complied  with ;  therefore, 

JSesfAved,  That  tne  said  states  be  requested  explicitly,  and  without  the 
least  delay,  to  inform  Congress  how  far  they  may  rely  up6n  their  fumiskiiig 
the  several  supplies  of  men,  money  and  provisions  called  for  by  Cong;reas 
or  their  committee  at  head-quarters. 

And  whereas  the  legisUtures  of  many  of  the  United  States  are  not  now 
convened,  though  earnestly  requested*by  Congress  to  continue  their  sessions, 
or  to  vest  in  some  person  such  powers  as  would  enable  them  on  the  requisi- 
tion of  Congress  or  their  committee,  to  draw  forth  the  military  resources  of 
the  state ;  and  whereas  Congress  are  not  fully  informed  whether  their  ma- 
gistrates are  so  empowered : 

Resolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  magistrate  in  each  state,  where  the 
legislature  is  not  now  convened,  be  requested  immediately  to  inform  Con- 
gress what  measures  they  have  taken,  or  empowered  to  take,  in  compliance 
witli  the  above  requisitions  of  Congress,  tn  order  that  Congress,  whose  doty 
it  is,  may  provide  that  effectual  measures  be  tal^en  that  every  state  in  the 
union  contribute  their  quota  to  the  common  defenpe. 

Besolvedf  That  thje  executive  magistrate  of  every  state  be  requested  to 
correspond  weekly  with  the  committee  of  Congress  at  head -quarters,  adTis- 
ing  them  of  the  measures  actually  taken  from  time  to  time  in  pursuance  of 
the  above  recited  requisitions  of  Congress  and  their  comnoiittee. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  informing,  '*  that 
a  number  of  patriotic  persons  have  formed  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a 
bank,  whose  object  is  the  public  service ;  that  the  directors  have  applied  to 
that  hoard  to  represent  to  Congress  the  desire  of  the  company,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  this  body  may  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  inspectors  and  di- 
rectors on  the  subject  to-morrow  morning:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned :  the  members  chosen,  M  r.  EUswortn,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Scott. 

THURSDAY,  June  2£,  1780. 

Mr.  Willie  Jones,  a  delegate  for  North-Carolina,  attended  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  inspectors  and  directors  of 
^M^roposed  bank,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read  : 

The  committee  also  laid  before  CongKSS  the  plan  of  the  bank,  commiiBi- 
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cated  to  them  at  the  said  conference,  which  being  read,  Congress  tliereupon 
came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whereas  a  namber  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  have  com- 
mnnicated  to  Congress  a  liberal  offer,  on  their  own  credit  and  by  their  own 
exertions,  to  supply  and  transport  three  millions  of  rations  and  300  hogsheads 
of  mm  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  have  established  a  bank  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  and  transporting  the  said  supplies,  with  greater  facility 
and  despatch ;  and  whereas,  on  the  one  hand  the  associators,  animated  to 
thb  laooable  exertion  by  a  desire  to  relieve  the  public  necessities,  mean  not 
to  derive  from  it  the  least  pecuniary  advantage,  so  on  the  other,  it  is  just 
and  reasonable  that  they  should  be  fully  reimbursed  and  indemnified: 
therefore, 

E€8olved,unanimously,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  liberal 
oWtr  of  the  said  associators  to  raise  and  transport  the  before  mentioned  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  and  do  accept  the  same  as  a  distinguished  proof  of  th^ir 
patriotism. 

Betolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is 
pledged  to  the  subscribers  to  the  said  bank,  for  their  effectual  reimbursement 
and  indemnity  in  the  premises. 

Retotvedt  That  the  ooard  of  treasury  be  directed  to  deposit  in  the  said 
bank.  Mis  of  exchange  in  favor  of  the  directors  thereof,  on  the  ministers  of 
these  United  States,  in  Europe,  or  any  of  them,  and  in  such  sums  as  shall 
be  thought  convenient,  but  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  £  150,000  sterling ; 
that  the  said  bills  are  to  be  considered  not  only  as  a  support  of  the  credit 
of  the  said  bank,  but  as  an  indemnity  to  the  subscribers  tor  ail  deficiencies 
of  losses  and  expenses  which  they  may  sustain  on  account  of  their  said  en- 
gagements,  and  which  shall  not,  within  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  be 
made  good  to  them  out  of  the  public  treasury ;  and  in  case  of  failure,  such 
a  proportion  of  the  said  bills  as  shall  be  requisite  to  make  good  the  said 
deficiency,  shall  be  negotiated  for  that  purpose  by  the  said  directors,  and  the 
restdae  tnereof  returned^  into  the  treasury. 

Reaolvedt  That  upon  representation  made  that  the  bank  stands  in  need  of 
occasional  assistance.  Congress  will  advance  as  much  of  their  current  mo- 
neT  ss  can  be  spared  from  other  services. 

iReaolved,  That  a  standing  committee  of  Congress  be  appointed  to  con* 
fer  with  the  officers  of  the  said  bank,  as  occasion  may  require  x  the  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Scott. 

FRIDAY,  June  £3, 1780. 

Mr.  Henry,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  attended  and  took  his  seat  in  Con* 

gress* 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  the  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  general  Wash- 
ington, be  sent  by  express  to  each  of  the  states,  from  New-Hampshire  to 
Maryland,  inclusive,  and  that  the  executive  powers  be  most  earnestly  re- 
quested to  forward  on  the  supplies  of  men  and  provision  with  the  utmost 
expedition,  and  transmit  to  Congress  and  the  committee  at  head*quarters, 
with  all  possible  despatch,  an  account  of  the  proceeding  of  their  respective 
states,  on  which  the  commander  in  chief  can  rely,  and  by  which  he  may  be 
enabled  to  reeulate  his  fiiture  operations. 

A  letter,  of  the  2£d,  from  major  ^neral  Lincoln,  was  read,  informing 
Conmss  of  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  and  that,  stimulated  by  the  double 
motive  of  regard  to  the  honor  of  Congress  and  his  own  reputation,  he  em- 
braces the  earliest  opportunity  of  requesting  that,  agreeably  to  the  resolution 
of  November  28th,  1777,  an  enquiry  may  be  immediately  made  into  the  causes 
of  the  loss  of  Charleston,  which  has  been  announced  to  Congress,  and  into 
his  conduct  as  principal  officer  at  that  post  when  it  was  given  up;. Whereupon. 
JReiolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed,  as  soon  as  circum* 
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stances  shall  admit,  to  cause  an  eoquirj  to  be  made  into  the  loMof  Chiiles- 
ton,  in  South -Carolina,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the  wdd  major-eeQertlLm* 
coin,  late  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  ana  caue  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  enquiry  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

BesdvM,  That  the  honorable  M.  Wear,  president  of  New-Hsmpahire, 
be  informed,  that  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  United  States  will  sot  ad« 
mit  of  the  least  deduction  from  the  public  revenue  at  present;  that  Cosgnii 
cannot  now  liquidate  the  accounts  of  the  state  of  New*Hampshire  or  uj 
other  state  with  the  United  States ;  but  that  due  attention  will  be  paid  totbi 
claims  of  New-Hampshire  whenever  the  circumstances  of  public  afiun  of 
a  more  serious  nature  will  enable  them  to  take  them  into  consideration. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented,  in  order  to  seduce  the  citizens  of  Soath* 
Carolina  and  Georgia  from  their  allegiance  to  these  United  States,  that  a 
treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Great-Britain  was  about  to  take  place, 
in  which  these  two  states  would  be  ceded  to  Great-Britain  ; 

Resolved,  unanimously^  That  the  said  report  is  insidious  and  ntlerlj  veil 
of  foundation. 

That  this  confederacy  is  roost  sacredly  pledged  to  support  the  Ubertjaod 
independence  of  every  one  of  its  members ;  and,  in  a  firm  reliance  on  the 
divine  blessii^  will  unremittinj^ly  persevere  in  their  exertionsfbr  the  cfiab- 
lishment  of  the  same,  and  also  in  the  recovery  and  preservation  of  any  and 
every  part  of  these  United  States  that  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  invaded 
or  possessed  by  the  common  enemy* 

Cooeress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  commissioners  of  the  board  af 
admiralty,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  William  Bllery  and  Mr.  Tbi" 
mas  Woodford  were  elected.  « 

SATURDAY,  June  24,  irSO.  ^ 

The  medical  committee  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  medical  committee  be  authorized  to  take  proper  sea* 
Bures  for  the  sustenance  and  relief  of  the  sick  in  this  city,  as  well  bcieapss 
to  the  army  and  navy  of  these  states,  as  to  those  of  our  ally. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  chambefs  of  ac- 
counts, respecting  certain  directions  given  to  them  by  the  board  of  treamr/i 
report. 

That,  by  the  ordinance  for  establishing  a  board  of  treasury  and  the  proper 
officers  for  managing  the  &nances  of  these  United  States,  passed  the  30A 
day  of  July,  177%  the  board  of  treasury  are  entrusted  with  the  gjeneral 
superintendence  of  the  finances  of  these  United  States,  and  are  required  to 
see  that  all  public  debtors  are  brought  to  account,  frauds  detected,  and  de- 
faultersipunished ;  they  are  likewise  empowered  to  instruct  in  their  datj  ail 
officers  concerned  in  the  finances  and  accounts,  and  to  suspend  any  of  tKem 
for  negligence  or  misdemeanor,  until  the  pleasure  of  Couress  is  koowoy 
where  objections  shall  be  discorered  against  the  reports  of^the  comaeiisioo- 
ers  or  auditors,  the  board  of  treastiry  are  to  correct  their  errors ;  and  where 
the  commissioners  or  auditors  may  lie  in  doubt,  to  instruct  them ;  and  it » 
provided,  that  all  orders'  and  instructions  to  the  chambers  of  accounts  and 
auditors  of  the  army,  shall  be  communicated  through  the  aaditor-goDeral* 
From  this  review  of  the  ordinance  the  committee  observe* 
That  the  board  of  treasury  are  made  immediately  responsible  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  public  accounts,  and  that  they  are  invested  with  a  gcoefal 
superintending  power  over  the  chambers  of  accounts ;  that  it  is  necesia7 
to  the  execution  of  this  high  trust,  that  reasonable  hours  of  office  be  sssigB(» 
by  Uie  chambers,  and  publicly  notified,  that  the  board  of  treasury,  sa  veil 
as  the  public  accountants,  may  know  when  to  have  recourse  to  then  fef  y 
despatch  of  public  business  j  that  the  board  of  treasury,  being  esptsdy 
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required  to  call  public  debtors  to  account,  and  to  detect  frauds,  autho* 
ritj  to  direct  the  settlement  of  one  account  in  preference  to  another,  is  ne- 
c^saariij  implied  ;  and  it  it  the  duty  of  the  chambers  to  inform  the  board  of 
treasuiy,  whenerer  required,  of  their  progress  in  the  settlement  of  anj  of 
the  pabiic  accounts. 

It  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  said  chambers  are  bound 
to  obserye  such  general  instructions,  for  correcting  errors,  removing  doubts» 
mod  facilitating  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  as  shall  be  gJTen  to 
them  b}'  the  bmirdof  treasury,  conforminjg  themselves,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
fixed  and  established  rules  for  administering  justice  equally  and  impartially 
between  ^ountants  and  the  public. 

lUBolvei,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

MONDAY,  June  26,  178a 

A  letter  of  theft6th,  from  W.  Ellery,  was  read,  signifying  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read;  Whereuiion, 

J?€0oired,  That^monsieur  du  Couture  be  appointed  a  comet  in  the  legion 
commanded  by  colonel  Armand,  to  take  rank  as  such  from  the  last  day  of 
Jaly,  1779,  when  he  was  appointed  by  the  late  general  count  Pulaski  to  do 
the  doty  of  comet  in  the  lerion  tlien  under  his  command. 

MTbereas  it  is  represented  by  the  medical  committee,  that  difficulties  arise 
io  the  hospital  department,  from  the  arrest  of  the  director-general : 

Jlesolveif  therefore.  That  the  medical  committee  be  and  are  hereby  ao- 
thorixed  to  take  proper  measures  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  said 
defiartment,  and  that  all  medical  gentlemen  and  others  attached  to  the  said 
department  pay  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  said  committee. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  28,  1780. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  loan- 
office  certificates. 

MHiereas  Congress,  on  the  18th  day  of  April  last,  resolved  in  the  words 
following,  viz.  That  Cong^ress  will,  as  soon  as  may  be,  make  such  provision 
for  discharging  or  continuing  the  loains  that  have  been  made  to  these  United 
States  on  loan-office  certificates,  so  as  that  the  holders  of  them  shall  sa^tain 
no  loss  thereon  by  any  depreciation  of  the  bills  loaned  subsequent  to  the 
respective  dates  of  the  saia  certificates ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  the  principal  of  all  loans  that  have  been  made  to  these 
United  States,  shall  finalljr  be  discharged,  by  paying  the  full  current  value  of 
the  bills  when  loaned,  which  payments  shall  be  made  in  Spanish  milled  d(4- 
lars,  or  the  current  exchanae  thereof,  ip  other  money  at  the  time  of  payment. 

That  the  value  of  the  buls  when  loaned,  shall  be  ascertained  for  the  pur- 
pose above  mentioned,  bv  computing  thereon  a  progressive  rule  of  deprecia- 
tion, coromencine  widi  the  1st  day  of  September,  1777,  and  continuing  ts 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1780,  in  geometrical  proportion  to  the  time,  from 
period  to  period,  as  hereafter  stated,  assuming  the  depreciation  at  the  seve- 
ral periods  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 

On  the  1st  day  of  March,  1778,  one  dollar  and  three  quarters  of  a  dollar 
of  the  said  bills,  for  one  Spanish  milled  dollar ;  on  the  1st  of  September. 

1778,  as  four  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter  ;  on  the  1st  of  March,  1779» 
as  ten  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter;  on  the  1st  day  of  September, 

1779,  as  eighteen  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter;  and  on  the  18th  day 
of  March,  1780,  as  forty  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter: 

That  the  principal  of  all  certificates  that  have  been  taken  out  since  the 
18th  day  of  March  last,  shall  be  discharged  at  the  rate  of  one  Spanish  mill- 
ed dollar,  or  the  current  exchange  thereof  in  other  money  at  the  time  of 
payment,  for  forty  dollars  of  the  said  bills  of  credit  received  on  loan. 
Vou  III.  60 
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-That die  principal  of  all  certificates  that  shall  hereafter  be  taken  oit,  antil 
the  further  order  of  Congress,  be  discharged  at  the  same  rate  and  intheume 
manner  as  those  that  bare  been  taken  out  since  the  18tk  day  of  March  hit 

That  the  interest  on  all  loan-oflice  certificates*  at  the  rate  of  6  oer  cent 
per  annum,  computed  on  the  principal  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  shall  bedii- 
ehaified  annuaUj^  in  like  manner  as  the  principal,  until  the  principtl  shall 
be  paid  ;  provided  nevertheless,  that  the  same  interest  and  mode  of  payment 
on  certificates  taken  out  before  the  Ist  daj  of  March,  1778,  shall beconti- 
nued  as  at  present|  until  the  principal  ascertuned  as  aforesaid  be  rendj  to 
b^  dischamd. 

Ordereai  That  the  board  of  treasury  prepare  the  prof»er  tables  for  direc- 
tion of  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-oflBces  in  the  several  states 
in  paying  off  the  principal  and  interest  of  loans,  agreeably  to  the  forgoing 
rcisolutions. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  purchase  of  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  army,  aiadebf 
Otis  and  Henlyi  at  Boston,  on  the  13th  day  of  Januanr  last,  as  agents  an- 
pointed  br  the  board  of  war  for  fhat  purpose,  be  confirmed ;  and  that  the 
Doard  of  treasury  agree  with  David  Henfy  on  the  best  inode  of  payment, 
taking  care  that  as  lar»e  a  portion,  as  possible  be  paid  in  loan-office  certiScatei. 

*  lliat  ah  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  allowed  on  such  part  u 
cannot  be  immediately  discharged,  until  payment  is  made. 

THURSDAY,  June  29, 1780. 

Mr.  Sb  Adams,  a  delegate  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  attended  and  took  bis 
seat  in  Congress. 

The  committee  on  the  post-oflSce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  fte 
15th  from  governor  Jefferson,  of  Virginia,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereopoo, 

Se$olved,  That  Congress  approve  the  line  of  communication  which  gover- 
nor Jeiferion,  as  it  appears  by  his  letter  of  the  15th,  is  forming,  by  expresses, 
southward  and  northward,  and  that  the  same  be  continued  until  the  further 
•rder  of  Congress. 

Me9olfoedy  That  Nathaniel  Appleton,  and  Joseph  Henderson,  aqrs.be 
appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  eitiieroftheinto 
emione  the  bill*  that  shall  be  emitted  br  the  state  of  MassachasetUBsj. 
pofsnant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  ot  the  18th  of  March  last 

FRIDAY,  Jtoa  SO,  1780. 

Suolved,  That  Thomas  Harwood  and  Benjamin  Harwood,  esqrs.  be  ip- 
piaittted  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  tbeo  to 
cndoraetiie  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Maryland,  parsoiatto 
tho  resdatiott  of  Congress  of  the  18th  aay  of  March  last. 

Me9ohed,  That  lieutenant  ConoUy  Coan,  of  the  .62d  British  regiment 
captwrod  at  Saratoga,  be  permitted  to  return  to  Ireland,  his  native  cooDtrr, 
upon  parole,  for  the  benent  of  his  health. 

•  The  committee  on  the  post-oflBce  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  the  post-office  give  directions  to  w 

pott-mastor  general,  that  the  southern  post-riders  be  so  regulated  as  to  arriv 
at  the  place  where  Congress  is  sitting,  only  once  a  week  while  the  Hue  «^ 
express,  «stablished  by  governor  Jefferson  between  the  northern  and  »m' 
em  armiea,  is  kept  up. 

SATURDAY,  Julg  1,  1780. 
IVhereas  Congress  have  thought  proper  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  me- 
mory of  major-general  Warren,  in  consideration  of  his  distinpiiske*'  ia«^j 
and  bravery,  iind  to  make  provision  for  the  education  of  his  eldest  son;  «« 
whereas  it  appears  no  adequate  provision  can  be  made  out  of  hit  pni^^' 
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fortune  for  the  educatioa  uid  matnteo&oce  of.  bU  three  younger  children : 
therefore. 

Resolved.  That  it  be  rfcommended  to  (he  executive  of  MMsachusetit* 
Sar  to  make  provision  for  the  maiotenance  and  educadon  of  the  said  three 
children  of  the  late  major-general  Warren. 

Reulvtd.  That  Congress  will  defray  the  expense  thereof,  to  the  amount 
of  the  half-paj  of  a  major-general,  to  commence  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  continue  until  the  youngest  of  the  said  children  shall  be  of  age. 

MONDAY,  July  3,  irSO. 

A  letter,  of  June  29th,  from  Joseph  Bullock,  was  read,  infonting  that  he 
was  under  the  necessity  of  declining  the  honour  Congress  intended  him  bj 
appointing  him  a  commissioner  of  the  extra  chambers  of  accounts. 

BesolvM,  That  the  line  of  communication  by  expresses,  formed  by  Mrer- 
nor  Jefferson,  be  continued,  by  the  board  of  war,  from  Philaddphia  to  head-* 
quarters. 

Ordered,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  directors  and  inspectors  of  the  proposed  bank,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Duane  and  Mr.  EUswortn,  who  are  absent:  the  membei^  obosen,  Mr. 
liiTingston  and  Mr.  Adams. 

It  being  of  the  utmost  importanee,  more  especially  at  this  critioal  junc* 
tnre,  that  the  most  speedy  and  accurate  intelligenoe  should  be  had  of  th# 
movements  of  the  enemy,  by  sea  as  well  as  by  land :  therefore, 

Reealved,  That  the  board  of  admiraHy  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  the  most  effectual  means  in  their  power  for  obtaining,  from  tlsse  to  time, 
certain  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  into  any  port 
or  ports  of  North- America,  the  number  of  their  gttd8,and  the  tondition  they 
inajr  be  in,  together  with  such  movements  as  they  may^  make  from  ona  port 
to  another,  that  this  Coneress  may  be  duly  and  exactly  informed  of  the  naval 
strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy,  and  be  able  to  communicate  such  in- 
formation to  our  ally  as  the  common  welfare  shall  require :  and  the  said 
board  are  particularly  directed  to  obtain  tiie  earliest  inttfliigefiCe  of  th^  ar- 
rival of  any  ships  of  war  in  or  near  the  port  of  New-Tork. 

THURSDAY,  July  6, 1780. 

Mc*  Richard  Howley,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Oeorgia,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentiuls  of  his  appointment,  wkich  wei^  read. 

Resolved.  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  accept,  widwut  siA* 
vice»  such  bills,  drawn  by  maior-general  Lincoln  onr  the  presidettC  of  Ootk*^ 
man,  as,  in  their  discretion,  shall  be  deemed  proper,  and  may  have  been  or 
hereafter  may  be  presented  within  one  month  from  this  date,  at  which  tim* 
it  ia  expectea  a  complete  and  accurate  return  of  the  bills  sdbresaid  will  bi 
made  by  general  Lincoln. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
foreign  affairs,  on  the  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  Mr.  Laurens,  wherein  thej  re- 
port»  as  their  opinion. 

That  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the  hon.  Mr.  Laurens  do  repair  to  B«^ 
rope,  without  loss  of  time,  in  order  to  enter  on  the  discharge  of  the  oommia«- 
sion  to  negotiate  a  loan,  to  which  he  has  been  appointed  I7  Congress* 

ReeolvM,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

FRIDAY,  July  T,  1780. 

ReMolvedj  That  the  board  of  treasunr  be  directed  to  furnish  Mr*  LMrena' 
with  bills  on  France  to  the  amount  of  £  1000  sterling,  on  account  of  hia 
salanr,  out  of  those  bills  ordered  to  be  drawn  by  the  resolution  ef  the  19th 
of  May  last. 
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MONDAY,  July  10, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereapon,  Congress  came  to 
the  fodowinff  resolution : 

Captain  Walker  Baylor,  of  colonel  Baylor's  regiment  of  light  dngooni, 
haling  desired  leave  to  resign  his  commission, 

Bemtfed^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Jieaoivedy  That  all  clothing  arriving  from  Eorope,  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  be  delivered  at  the  port  of  arrival,  to  the  agents  appototed  bj  tbe 
board  of  war  to  receive  them,  without  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tinental agents  for  prizes ;  any  former  order  of  Congress  to  the  contnrj 
notwithstanding. 

That  the  boaini  of  war  take  order  for  the  reception  of  the  said  clothinf,  and 
^ve  such  instructions  to  their  agents,  on  all  matters  relative  thereto,  isM, 
in  the  opimon  of  the  said  board,  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  intereit 

Seu^/ved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  allow  interest  on  the 
bills  drawn  by  migor-general  Lincoln,  when  payment  is  made  in  loaa-of  ee 
certificates,  in  the  same  manner  as  directed  by  the  resolution  of  Congressol 
the  23d  of  March  last,  where  payment  is  to  be  made  in  current  money. 
•  JUiolved,  That  the  superintending  boards  have  an  undoubted  right  to  refinl 
and  countermand,  alter,  amend  and  renew  any  order  officially  issued  tod  de- 
livered to  the  executive  officers  in  their  departments,  respectively:  bat  it 
is  not  expedient,  nor  have  they  a  right,  to  recal  any  order  after  the  saneH 
deliverea  at  the  proper  office,  thou^  it  should  not  have  been  executed;  is 
cases  iriiere  it  is  necessary  to  correct  an  order  it  oueht  to  be  renewed,  the 
original  still  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  to  whom  it  was  directedi  u 
his  voucher. 

Meatdved,  For  special  reasons,  that  the  board  of  war  do  take  the  noit 
speed?  measures  for  the  exchange  of  lieutenant-colonel  John  Laureoii  one  of 
gen.  Washington's  family,  and  now  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole. 

TUESDAY,  July  11, 1780. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  cause  to  be  published  the  re- 
solution of  May  5th,  1778,  respecting  the  11th  and  12th  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his  most  Christian  maiestj  ui 
these  United  States,  and  a  copy  of  the  said  treaty  as  finally  ratified. 

The  resolution  of  May  5, 1778,  is  as  follows  ; 

Besolved,  That  the  commissioners,  or  any  one  of  them  representioe  the« 
states  at  the  court  of  France,  be  instructed  to  inform  that  court,  tnat  al- 
though Congress  have  readily  ratified  the  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce. 
and  treaty  of  alliance,  and  the  act  separate  and  secret,  between  hi?  most 
Christian  rouesty  and  these  United  States,  in  order  to  evince  more  clearlj 
tiieir  sense  of  the  magnanimity  and  goodness  of  his  most  Christian  majestf, 
evidenced  in  the  said  treaties ;  ^et  from  a  sincere  desire  of  rendenn; 
the  friendship  and  alliance  so  happily  begun,  permanent  and  perpetual; and 
being  apprehensive  that  differences  may  arise  from  the  11th  and  12th  arti' 
cles,  in  tne  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce.  Congress  are  desiroa«  that  the 
said  11th  and  ISth  articles  may  be  revoked  and  utterly  expun^*  f^^ 
commissioners,  or  any  of  them,  are  therefore  instructed  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavours to  procure  the  abolition  of  the  said  11th  and  12th  articles  of  the 
siud  treaty. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  representation,  the  following  decUrahont 
were  made,  and  signed  in  behalf  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

A  DECLARATION  OF  THE  KING. 

.The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North- America  baring  reprcKot^ 
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to  the  kiog,  that  the  execntioD  of  the  11th  article  of  ami  tj  and  commerce,  8is;n- 
ed  the  6th  of  Febrttary  last,  maybe  attended  with  inconveniences,  and  having 
in  consequence  thereof,  desired  that  that  article  maj  be  expunged,  agreeing 
on  their  part,  that  the  12th  article  ahali  be  conaidered  in  the  same  manner  aa 
null  and  void :  His  majesty,  in  order  to  give  the  United  States  of  North- 
America  a  new  proof  of  his  affection,  as  well  as  his  desire  to  confirm  the 
^nion  and  good  correspondence  established  between  the  two  states,  has  been 
pleased  to  paj  a  regard  to  their  representations — accordingly  he  liath  de- 
clared, and  by  these  presents  do  declare,  that  he  consents  to  the  suppression 
of  the  11th  and  12th  articles  above  mentioned,  and  that  his  intention  is,  that 
thejr  be  considered  as  if  never  comprehended  in  the  treaty  signed  the  1st  of 
February  lastv— Done  at  Versailles,  the  |st  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
■even  hundred  and  seventy ^ight 

(Signed)  ORAVIER  DE  YERGENNES. 

DECLARATION. 

The  most  Christian  king  having  been  pleased  to  regard  the  representaticma 
made  to  him  by  the  general  Congress  of  North-Araerica,  relating  to  the 
11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  signed  the  6th  of  Febi-uary  in  the 
present  year ;  and  his  majesty  having  therefore,  consented  that  the  said  ar- 
ticle should  be  suppressed,  on  condition  that  the  12th  article  of  the  same 
treaty  l>e  equally  regarded  as  of  none  effect,  the  above  said  general  Congress 
hath  declared  on  their  part,  and  do  declare,  that  they  consent  to  the  sup- 
presaioo  of  the  11th  and  12th  articles  of  the  above  mentioned  treaty*  and 
that  their  intention  is,  that  these  articles  be  regarded  as  having  never  been 
«:ompriaed  in  the  treaty  signed  the  6th  of  February. — In  faith  whereof,  flee. 
Signed  by  B.  FRANKLIN, 

ARTHUR  LEE, 
JOHN  ADAMS. 
The  treaty,  as  it  now  stands,  is  as  follows : 

The  Coiimat  of  the  United  States  of  New-Hampshire,  Maaaehaaetti-Ba/,  Rhode-Island  and 
Piofidenee  PlantaticMiSy  Conneetieat,  Nev-YoriK,  New-Jersey,  Penns}'Ivania,  Delaware,  Murr- 


land,  Vir|piiia,  North-Carolina,  SouCh-CaroUoa  and  Georgia,  by  the  graee  of  God  aotereigiry  , 
Dree  and  mdependeni,  to  all  who  shall  see  Uiese  presents,  greeting  : 

Whereas,  in  and  by  our  commission,  dated  at  Philadelphia  the  30th  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seyenty-six — Bejamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the 
state  of  Penniyfvania,  and  president  of  the  convention  of  the  said  statOj 
&c.  Silas  Deane,  late  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  Arthur 
Lee,  barrister  at  law,  were  nominated  and  appointed  our  commissioners,  with 
full  powers  to  treat,  ame  and  conclude  witn  his  most  Christian  majesty  the 
king  of  France,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be  by  him  for  that 
pucpose  authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true  and  sincere  friendship,  and  a  finn» 
inviolable  and  universal  peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of  the 
navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  roost  Christian  ma- 
jesty and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  we  promising  in  good  fai|^  to  ra- 
tify whatsoever  our  said  commissioners  should  transact  in  the  premises : 
And  whereas  our  said  commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  their  full  powers,  on 
the  6th  day  of  February  last,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  roy- 
al syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty's 
council  of  state,  by  virtue  oCgpwers  plenipotentiary  to  him  granted  by  nis 
most  Christian  majesty,  and  uated  the  30tn  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eicht,  cfid  conclude  and 
sign,  on  the  part  of  the  crown  of  France,  and  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  in  the  following  words : 

TREATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE. 

TTie  most  Christian  king  and  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North-America, 
viz.  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-tsland,  CMinecticut,  New- 
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York,  New-Jersej,  PennsylvantA,  Delaware,  Maryland,  VirgiQii,  Mort)i« 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  willing  to  fix,  on  an  eqaitable  ui 
permanent  manner,  the  rules  which  ought  to  be  followed,  relative  to  thi 
correspondence  and  commerce  which  the  two  parties  desire  to  estobliab  be* 
tween  their  respective  countries,  states  and  subgects,  hts  most  Christiu 
maiesty  and  the  said  United  States  have  judged  that  die  said  end  cosld  wi 
be  better  obtained  than  by  taking  for  the  basis  of  their  agreement  the  iD«t 
pefect  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  by  carefully  avoiding  all  those  borden- 
some  preferences  which  are  usually  sources  of  debate,  embarrassmeot  tiid 
discontent,  by  leaving  also  each  party  at  liberty  to  make,  respectiag  diti- 
gation  and  commerce,  those  interior  regulations  which  it  shall  find  noitcoD' 


nation  of  the  same  advantages.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of  this  intention,  and  to 
fulfil  these  views,  that  his  said  majesty,  having  named  and  appointed  for  his 
plenipotentiary  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of  the  city  of  Stni* 
bur^,  secretary  of  his  majesty's  council  of  state,  and  the  United  States,  oa 
their  part,  having  fully  empowered  Benjamin  Franklin,  deputy  from  thestate 
of  Pennsylvania  to  the  general  Congress,  and  president  ottheconventiooof 
said  state ;  Silas  Deane,  late  deputy  from  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  the  slid 
Coneress,  and  Arthur  Lee,  counsellor  at  law ;  the  said  respective  plenip 
tentiarieS)  after  exchanging  tlieir  powers,  and  after  mature  deUberatioB,hAfe 
concludecl  and  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Jirt'  1 .  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace,  and  a  traeud 
sincere  friendship  between  the  most  Christian  king,  his  heirs  and  succeaiors, 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  subjects  of  the  most  Chriitian 
king  and  of  the  said  states,  and  between  the  countries,  islands,  citie^aad 
towns,  situate  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  roost  Christian  king, aaddP the 
said  United  States,  and  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  every  degree,  vithoat 
exception  of  persons  or  places,  and  the  terms  hereinafter  mentioned,  ibiil  be 
perpetual  between  the  most  Christian  king,  his  heirs  and  saccessois,  lad  the 
saia  United  States. 

Jtri.  2.  The  most  Christian  king  and  the  United  States  engage  nratoillj 
Aot  to  grant  any  particular  favor  to  other  nations  in  respect  <n  commerce 
and  navigation,  which  shall  not  immediatelv  become  common  to  the  other 
partyy  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  favor  freely,  if  the  concession  wu  fndj 
made,  or  on  allowing  the  same  compensation  if  the  concession  was  coo* 
ditionai. 

•Art.  3.  The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  shall  pay  in  the  ports, 
havens,  roads,  countries,  islands,  cities,  or  towns  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them,  no  other  or  greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature  soever 
ifa^y  may  be,  or  by  what  name  soever  called,  than  those  which  the  nitioos 
most  flavored  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay,  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  ri^ts, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities,  and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  uA 
commerce,  whether  in  passing  from  one  port  in  the  said  states  to  anotfaeri 
•r  in  ^ing  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and  to  any  part  of  ^e  world,  whick 
the  said  nations  do  or  sliall  enjoy. 

JIH.  4.  The  subjects,  people  and  inbabitifnts  of  the  said  Vnittd  Stttes, 
and  each  of  them,  shall  not  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  isles,  cities,  lod 
places  under  the  domination  of  his  most  Christian  raajesQr^  ittEorope,aB7 
«ther  or  greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature  soever  ^tf  maj  be,  or  bf 
what  name  soever  called,  than  those  which  the  most  favored  nations  are  of 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay,  and  they  shall  enjojf  all  the  rights,  liberties,  prhrilci^ 
immunities,  and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  eommerce,  whether  to 
passing  from  one  port  in  the  said  dominions  in  Europe  ta  amitlMr,  sr  in  go- 
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ing  to  and  from  the  same,  from  or  to  hnj  part.of  tbe  worlit,  which  the  satd 
lULttoni  do  or  shall  enjoj. 

Jki.  5.  In  the  above  exempttoo  is  particularly  comprised  the  imposiHon 
of  one  hundred  sous  per  ton,  established  in  France,  on  foreign  ships,  unless 
when  Ae  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  load  with  tbe  merchandise  of 
France  for  another  port  of  the  same  dominion,  in  which  case  the  said  ships 
skall  pay  the  duty  above  mentioned,  so  long  as  other  nations  the  most  favor- 
ed AaXl  be  obliged  to  pay  it ;  but  it  is  understood  that  the  said  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  are  at  liberty,  when  they  aluill  judge  it  proper,  to  establish  a 
duty  equivalent  in  the  same  case. 

Jri.  6.  The  most  Christian  king  shall  endeavor,  by  all  the  means  in  his 
power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels^and  the  efiects  belonging  to  the  sub« 
jects,  people,  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  being 
in  his  ports,  havens,  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near  to  his  countries,  islands, 
cities,  or  towns,  and  to  recover  and  restore  to  the  right  owners,  their  agents 
or  attoraies,  all  such  vessels  and  effects  which  shall  be  taken  within  his  ja« 
risdictioii,  and  the  ships  of  war  of  his  most  ChristiaR  majesty,  or  any  convoy 
sailine  mnder  his  authority,  shall  upon  all  occasions  take  under  their  protec* 
tioD  all  Teasels  belonging  to  the  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said 
UaitMl  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  holding  the  same  course,  or  going  the 
same  way,  and  shall  defend  such  vessels  as  long  as  they  hold  the  same 
course,  or  go  tbe  same  way,  against  all  attacks,  force  or  violence,  in  the  same 
manmer  as  they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  the  vessels  belonging  to  the 
Subjects  of  tbe  most  Christian  kins. 

•dri.  7.  In  like  manner  the  said  united  States  and  their  ships  of  war,  sail- 
ing under  their  authoritv,  shall  protect  and  defend ,  conformably  to  the  tenor  ot 
the  preceding  article,  all  the  vessels  and  effects  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the 
most  Christian  king,  and  use  all  their  endeavors  to  recover  and  cause  to  be 
restored  the  said  vessels  and  effects  that  shall  have  been  taken  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

JM.  S.  The  most  Christian  king  will  employ  his  good  offices  and  int^rpo- 
mtioD  with  the  kine  or  emperor  of  Morocco,  or  Fez,  the  r^ncies  of  Algiers, 
Toms,  and  Tripon,  or  with  any  of  them,  and  also  with  every  other  pnnce, 
state,  or  power  of  the  coast  of  Barbary,  in  Africa,  and  with  the  subjects  of 
the  said  lung,  emperor,  states  and  powers,  and  each  of  them,  in  order  to  pro* 
Tide  as  fully  and  efHca^ciously  as  possible,  for  the  benefit,  conveniency,  and 
safety,  of  the  said  United  States,  and  each  of  them,  thpir  subjects,  people, 
and  inhabitants,  and  their  vessels  and  effects,  against  all  violence,  insult,  at- 
tacks, or  depredations,  on  the  part  of  the  said  princes  and  states  of  Barbary, 
or  their  subjects. 

Jirt.  9.  The  subjects,  inhabitants,  merchants,  commanders  of  ships,  mas- 
ters and  mariners,  of  the  states,  provinces,  and  dominions,  of  each  party  re- 
spectively, shall  abstain  and  forbear  to  fish  in  all  places  possessed,  or  which 
snmtl  be  possessed,  by  the  other  party.  The  roost  Christian  king's  sulnects 
shall  not  fish  in  the  havens,  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places,  which  the 
said  United  States  hold,  or  shall  hereafter  hold,  and  in  like  manner  tiie  sub- 
iects,  people  and  inhal^tants  of  fhe  said  United  States  shall  not  fish  in  the 
aaTOBs,  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places,  which  the  most  Christian  kinf 
possesses,  or  shall  hereafter  possess,  and  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found 
fishing  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  with  its 
lading,  proof  being  made  thereof,  shall  be  confiscated.  It  is  however  under- 
stood that  the  exclusion  stipulated  in  the  present  article  shall  take  jplace  only 
so  long  and  so  far  as  the  most  Christian  kii^  or  the  United  States  snail  not  in 
this  respect  have  granted  an  exemption  to  some  other  nation. 

jfrf  10.  The  United  States,  their  citizens  and  inhabitants,  shall  never  dis- 
turh  tbe-  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  in  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  oC- 
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the  right  of  fishing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  nor  in  the  indefinite  ami 
exclusive  risht  which  belongs  to  fhem  on  that  part  of  the  coast  on  thu 
island,  which  is  designed  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  rights  reUtive 
to  all  and  each  of  the  isles  which  belong  to  his  roost  Christian  majesty,  the 
whole  conformable  to  the  true  sense  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris. 

(Articles  11th  and  12th  suppressed.) 

Mrt.  13.  The  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  m 
one  of  them,  shall  not  be  reputed  anbenes  in  France,  and  consequently  shall 
be  exempted  from  the  dfoit  d'aubene,  or  other  similar  duty,  under  what  name 
soever ;  they  may,  by  testament,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose  of  theit 
goods,  moveable  and  immoveable,  in  favor  of  such  persons  as  to  th^m  ahail 
seem  good,  and  their  heirs,  subjects  of  the  said  United  States,  residing  whether 
in  France  or  elsewhere,  maj  succeed  them,  ab  intestate  without  beimohliged 
to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and  without  having  the  effects  ofthjtcoD- 
cession  contested  or  impeded  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerontimof 
provinces,  cities,  or  private  persons ;  and  the  said  heirs,  whether  sucn  bj  par- 
ticular title  or  ab  intestate  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duty  called  droits  de  detrac- 
tion, or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind,  saving  nevertheless  the  local  richts  or 
duties,  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones  are  not  established  by  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them.  The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  shall  emoy, 
on  their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire  and  penect 
reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  present  article.  Bat 
it  is  agreed,  at  the  same  time,  that  its  contents  shall  not  affect  the  laws  made 
or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  |n  Prance,  aeiinst  emigrations,  which  shall 
remain  in  all  their  force  and  vigor,  and  the  United  States  on  their  part,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact  such  laws  relative  to  that  matter,  as 
to  them  shall  seem  proper. 

Jirt.  14.  The  merchant  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  which  shall  be  naking 
into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  other  ally,  and  conceniin;  whose 
Yoyage,  and  the  specified  goods  on  board  them,  there  shall  be  just  grounds 
of  suspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit,  as  well  upon  the  hi|;h  seas  as  in  the 
ports  and  havens,  not  only  their  passports,  but  likewise  certificates,  express- 
ly shewing  that  tiieir  goods  are  not  of  the  number  of  those  which  have  been 
prohibited  as  contraband. 

Art.  15.  If,  by  the  exhibiting  of  the  above  said  certificates,  the  other  party 
discover  there  are  any  of  those  sort  of  goods  which  are  prohibited  and  de- 
clared contraband,  and  consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of  his  ene- 
my, it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  such  ship,  or  to  opeo  any 
chests,  coffers,  packs,  casks,  or  any  other  vessels  found  therein,  or  to  re- 
move the  smallest  parcels  of  her  goods,  whether  such  ship  belongs  to  thesnb- 
jects  of  France,  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  unless  the  ladiog 
be  brought  on  shore  in  the  presence  of  the  oflScers  of  the  court  of  admiralty, 
and  an  inventory  thereof  made ;  but  there  shall  be  no  allowance  to  ^^>^\ 
change,  or  alienate  the  same  id  any  manner,  until  after  that  due  and  lavfal 
process  shall  have  been  had  against  such  prohibited  goods,  and  the  court  ot 
admiralty  shall,  by  a  sentence  pronounced,  have  confi^tedthe  same,  sanDf 
always  as  well  the  ship  itself,  as  any  other  goods  found  therein,  which  by  tbu 
treaty  are  to  be  esteemed  free ;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pretence  oi 
their  being,  as  it  were,  infected  by  the  prohibited  ffoods,  much  less  shall  they 
be  confiscated  as  lawful  prize :  but  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  pp 
thereof  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband  eoods,  and  the  <^<^^^  ^ 
of  the  ship  shall  be  ready  and  willing  to  deliver  them  to  the  <^P^^^'^^7n 
discovered  them,  in  such  case,  the  captor  having  received  those  goods, »«» 
forthwith  discharge  the  ship,  and  not  kinder  her  by  any  means,  freely  to  pro- 
secute the  voyage  on  whicn  she  was  bound  ;  but  in  case  the  contrabaad  oer 
chaudise  cannot  be  all  received  on  board  the  vessel  of  the  captor,  theo  tne 
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captor  m&j,  notwithttanding  the  offer  of  delirering  him  the  contraband  goodsy 
carrj  the  vessel  into  t)ie  nearest  port  agreeable  to  what  is  above  directed. 

JM.  16.  Ob  the  contrary,  it  is  agreea,  that  whatever  shall  be  found  to  be 
laden .  bj  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  party»  on  anj  ship  betonging 
to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  or  to  their  subjects,  the  whole,  although  it  be  not 
of  the  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  maj  be  confiscated  in  the  same  manner  aa  if  it 
belonsed  to  die  enemjr,  except  such  goods  and  merchandise  as  were  put  on 
boardTsuch  ship  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  even  after  such  declaration^ 
if  9o  be  it  were  done  without  the  knowledge  of  siich  declaration^  so  that  the 
goods  of  the  subjects  and  people  of  either  party,  whether  thej  be  of  the  na- 
ture of  such  as  are  prohibited,  or  otherwise,  wnicb,  as  is  aforesaid,  were  put 
dh  bcMird  anj  ship  belonging  to  an  enemj  before  the  war,  or  after  the  deda-. 
ration  of  the  same,  without  the  knowledge  of  it,  shall  no  ways  be  liable  to 
confiscation,  but  shall  well  and  trulj  be  restored  without  delay  to  the  pro* 
prietoFO  demanding  the  same,  but  so  as  that,  if  the  said  merchandises  be  con- 
traband, it  shall  not  be  anj  ways  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any  porta^* 
belonging  to  the  enemy.  The  two  contracting  parties  agree,  that  the  term 
of  two  months  being  passed  after  the  declaration  of  war,  their  respective 
sabjecta,  from  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  come,  shall  not  plead  the  ig-C 
norance  mentioned  in  this  article. 

Art*  ir.  And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taken  for  the  security  of  the 
subjects  and  inhabitants  of  both  parties,  that  they  suffer  no  injury  by  the  men 
of  war  or  privateers  of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of  the  ships  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  of  the  said  United  States,  and  all  their  sub- 
jects and  inhabitants,  shall  be  forbid  doing  any  injury  or  damage  to  the  other 
side,  and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary  they  shall  be  punished,  and  shall  more- 
over be  bound  to  make  satisfaction  for  all  matter  of  damages,  and  the  interest 
thereof,  by  reparation,  under  the  pain  and  obligation  of  their  persons  and 
goods* 

Jirt.  18.  All  ships  and  merchandise,  of  what  nature  soever,  which  shall  be 
rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates  or  robbers  on  the  hieh  seas,  shall  be 
brought  into  some  port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  custody 
of  the  officers  of  that  port  in  order  to  be  restored  entire  to  the  true  proprie- 
tor as  soon  as  due  and  sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property 
thereof. 

Art*  19.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party,  and  priva- 
teerSy  freely  to  carry  whithersoever  they  please,  the  ships  and  goods  takes 
from  their  enemies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  officers  of 
the  admiralty,  or  any  other  judges;  nor  shall  such  prizes  be  arrested  or 
seized  when  tiiey  come  to  and  enter  the  ports  of  the  other  party,  nor  shall 
the  searcher  or  other  officers  of  diose  places  search  the  same,  or  make  exam- 
ination, concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such  prizes,  but  they  may  hoist  sail  at 
any  time  and  depart,  and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  expressed  in  their 
commissions,  which  the  commanders  of  such  ships  of  war  shall  be  obliged  to 
ahew ;  on  the  contrary  no  shelter  or  reAige  shall  be  given  in  their  ports  to 
such  as  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  people,  or  property,  ot  either 
of  the  parties ;  but  if  ^uch  bhall  come  in,  beine  forced  by  stress  of  weather, 
or  the  danger  of  the  sea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  vigorously  used  that  thej 
M  oat  and  retire  from  thence  as  soon  as  possible. 

Art.  20.  If  any  ship  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties,  their  people  or 
subjects,  shall,  within  the  coasts  or  dominions  of  the  other,  stick  upoi\  th« 
aanda,  or  be  wrecked,  or  suffer  any  other  damage,  all  friendly  assistance  and 
relief  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  shipwrecked,  or^uch  as  shall  be  in  danger 
thereof.  And  letters  of  safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  them  Tor 
their  free  and  (j^uiet  passage  from  thence,  and  the  return  of  every  one  to  his 
country. 
Vj^t.IIf.  61 
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^rt.  21.  In  case  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  with  their 
shipping,  whether  public  and  of  war,  or  private,  and  of  merchants,  be  forced, 
through  stress  of  weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  anj  other  urgeot 
necessity  for  seeking  of  shelter  and  harbour  to  retreat  and  enter  into  anj  of 
the  rivers,  bays,  roads  or  ports,  belonging  to  the  other  party,  they  shsll  be  re- 
ceived and  treated  with  all  humanity  and  kindness,  and  enjoy  all  friendlj 
protectioh  and  help,  and  they  shall  be  permitted  to  refresh  and  provide  them- 
selves at  reasonable  rates  with  victuals  and  all  things  needful  for  the  sustenance 
otfUieir  persons,  or  reparation  of  their  ships,  and  cunveniency  of  their  vojige; 
and  they  shall  no  ways  be  detained  or  hindered  from  returnins  out  of  the  said 
ports  or  roads,  but  may  remove  and  depart  when  and  whither  thej  pleasei 
without  any  let  or  hindrance. 

•Art.  S2.  For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  sides,  it  is  agreed, 
that  if  a  war  should  break  out  between  the  two  nations,  six  months  after  the 
proclamation  of  war  shall  be  allowed  to  the  merchants  in  the  cities  andlowos 
where  thej  live,  for  selling  and  transporting  their  goods  and  merchaodises ; 
and  if  any  thing  be  taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  them  within  that 
term  by  either  party,  or  the  people  or  subjects  of  either,  full  satisfaction  shall 
be  maoe  for  the  same. 

Art.  23.  No  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king  shall  apply  for  or  takeanr 
commission  or  letters  of  marque,  for  arming  any  ship  or  ships  to  act  tap 
vateers  against  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  ssb- 
jeets,  people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or 
against  the  property  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prioce 
or  state,  with  which  the  said  United  States  shall  be  at  war ;  nor  sntli  aoj 
citizen,  subject,  or  inhabitant  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  ap* 
ply  for  or  take  an^  commission  or  letters  of  marque,  for  arming  any  ship  or 
diips  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king,  or 
an^  of  them,  or  the  property  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state,  with 
which  the  said  kin^  shall  be  at  war ;  and  if  any  person  of  either  nation  shall 
take  such  commissions  or  letters  of  marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate. 
•  Art.  24.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  not  belonpnv  to 
the  subjects  of  the  most  Christian  king,  nor  citizens  of  the  said  United 
States,  who  have  commissions  from  any  other  prince  or  state  at  enmity  with 
either  nation,  to  fit  tlieir  ships  in  the  ports  of  either  the  one  or,  the  other  of 
the  aforesaid  parties ;  to  sell  what  they  have  taken,  or  in  any  other  maooer 
whatsoever,  to  exchange  their  ships,  merchandises,  or  any  other  lading:  oei- 
Iher  shall  they  be  allowed  even  to  purchase  victuals,  except  such  as  M^ 
be  necessary  for  their  going  to  the  next  port  of  that  prince  or  state  froa 
which  they  have  commissions. 

JM.  S5.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  singular  the  subjects  of  the  moj 
Christian  king,  and  the  citizens,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  to  sail  with  their  ships,  with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  secoritj.Bo 
distinction  being  made  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchandii»e  ladeo 
thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  those  who  now  are  or  hereafter  sb 
tie  at  enmity  with  the  most  Christian  king,  or  the  United  States.  It  shall 
likewise  be  lawful  for  tlie  subjects  and  inhabitants  aforesaid,  to  sail  with  m 
ahips  and  merchandises  aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  iibort^ 
ana  security  from  the  places,  ports,  and  havens  of  those  who  are  enemb^i 
both  or  either  party  without  any  opposition  or  disturbance  wbatsov^rf)  nit 
only  directly  from  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementioned  to  neutral  (^>c<^*' 
bat  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  place  belodging  tc 
an  enemy,  whether  thev  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  pripce  orun 
der  several :  ^nd  it  is  hereby  stipulated  that  free  ships  shall  also  give  a  free- 
dom to  goods,  and  that  every  thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  eiempf 
whichjshall  be  found  on  board  the  ships  belongingto  the  suhjects  of  eith^rri 
the  confederates^-although  the  whole  lading  or  any  part  thereof  slivuld  a;  - 
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pertain  to  the  enemies  of  either,  contraband  goods  being  always  excepted. 
It  is  also  agreed  in  like  manner,  that  the  same  libertj  be  extended  to  persons 
who  are  on  board  a  free  ship,  with  this  effect,  that  although  thej  be  enemies 
to  both  or  either  partj,  thej  are  not  to  be  taken  out  of  that  free  ship» 
unless  thej  are  soldiers  and  An  actual  service  of  the  enemies. 

Art*  26.  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  extend  to  all  kinds 
of  merchandises,  excepting  those  only  which  are  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  contraband,  and  under  this  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  shall 
be  comprehended  arms,  great  guns,  bombs  with  their  fuses,  and  other  things  . 
belonging  to  them,  cannon  ball,  gunpowder,  match,  pikes,  swords,  lances, 
spears,  halberts,  mortars,  petards,  grenadoes,  salt-petre,  muskets,  musket 
ball,  bucklers,  helmets,  breast-plates,  coats  of  mail,  and  the  like  kind  of 
arms  proper  for  arming  soldiers;  musket-rests,  belts,  horses  with  their  fur- 
niture, and  all  other  warlike  instruments  whatever.    These  merchandises 
which  follow  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  contraband  or  prohibited  goods* 
that  is  to  saj,.all  sorts  of  cloths,  and  all  other  manufactures  woven  of  any 
wool,  flax,  silk,  cotton  or  any  other  materials  whatever,  all  kinds  of  wearing 
ap|>arel,  together  with  the  species  whereof  they  are  used  to  be  made,  gola 
and  silver,  as  well  coined  as  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  latten,  copper,  brass,  coals, 
as  also  wheat  and  barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  and  pulse,  tobacco,  and 
likewise  all  manner  of  spices,  salted  and  smoked  flesh,  salted  fish,  cheese 
and  butter,  beer,  oils,  wines,  sugars  and  all  sorts  of  salts,  and  in  general  all 
provisions  which  serve  for  the  nourishment  of  mankind  and  the  sustenance 
of  Ufe ;  furthermore  all  kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  cableSi 
sails,  sail  cloths,  anchors,  and  any  parts  of  anchors ;  also  ships'  olasts,  planks, 
boards  and  beams  of  what  trees  soever,  and  all  other  things  proper  either  for 
building  or  repairing  ships,  and  all  other  goods  whatever,  which  have  not 
been  worked  into  the  form  of  any  instrument  or  thing  prepared  for  war  bj 
land  or  by  sea,  shall  not  be  reputed  contraband,  much  less  such  as  have  been 
already  wrought  and  made  up  for  any  other  use,  all  which  shall  be  whollj 
reckoned  among  free  goods,  as  likewise  all  other  merchandises  and  things 
which  are  not  comprehended  and  particularly  mentioned  in  the  foresoing 
enumeration  of  contraband  goods,  so  that  they  may  be  transported  and  car- 
ried in  the  freest  manner  by  the  subjects  of  both  confederates,  even  to  places 
belon^hg  to  an  enemy,  Ruch  towns,  or  f^aces,  being  only  excepted  as  are  at 
that  time  besieged,  blocked  up  or  invested. 

Art.  27.  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dissentions  and  quarrels  may  be 
avoided  and  prevented  on  one  side  and  the  other,  it  is  agreed  that  in  case 
either  of  the  parties  hereto  should  be  engaged  in  war,  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the  other  ally,  must  be  furnished  with 
sea-letters  or  passports,  expressing  the  name,  property  and  bulk  of  the  ship, 
as  also  the  name  and  place  of  habitation  of  the  master  or  commander  of  the 
said  ship,  that  it  may  appear  thereby  that  the  said  ship  really  and  truly  be- 
lones  to  the  subjects  of  one  of  the  parties,  which  passport  shall  be  made  out 
ancf  granted  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this  treaty ;  thej  shall  like- 
wise be  recalled  every  year,  that  is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  home  with- 
in the  space  of  a  year:  It  is  likewise  agreed  that  such  ships  being  laden, 
are  to  be  provided  nut  only  with  passports,  as  above  mentioned,  but  also  with 
certificates  containing  the  several  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place  whence 
the  ship  sailed,  and  whither  she  is  bound,  that  so  it  may  be  known  whether 
any  forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be  on  board  of  the  same,  which  certificates 
shall  be  made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place  whence  the  ship,  set  sail,  in  the 
accustomed  form,  and  if  any  one  shall  think  it  advisable  to  express  in  the 
said  certificates,  the  persons  to  whom  the  goods  on  board  belong,  he  may 
freely  do  so. 

Art.  28.  The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  of  the  parties, 
coming  upon  any  coast  belonging  to  either  of  the  said  allies,  but  not  willing 
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to  enter  into  port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to  vnload  ttieir 
cargoes,  or  break  bulk,  they  shall  be  treated  according  to  &e  general  nlea 
prescribed  or  to  be  prescribed  relative  to  the  obfect  in  qaestion. 

Jhi.  29.  If  the  ships  of  the  said  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  either  of 
the  parties  diidl  be  met  with,  either  sailinfi;  along  the  coasts  or  on  thehigH 
•eas  bjr  any  ship  of  war  of  the  other,  or  by  any  privateer,  the  said  ship  of 
war  or  privateer,  for  the  avoiding  of  any  disorder^  shall  remain  oat  of  cannon 
ahoty  and  may  send  their  boats  on  board  the  merchant  ship  which  tfiey  shill 
80  meet  with,  and  may  enter  her  to  the  number  of  two  or  three  nnen  only,  to 
whom  the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  exhibit  his  past* 
pott  concerning  the  property  of  the  ship,  made  out  according  to  the  form  in- 
serted in  tills  present  treaty,  and  the  snip,  when  she  shall  have  shewed  sack 
passport,  shall  be  free  and  at  liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  aa  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  to  molest  or  to  search^her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chace,  or 
force  her  to  quit  her  intended  course. 

Ai.  SO.  It  is  also  agreed,  that  all  goods,  when  once  put  on  board  the  ships 
or  vessels  of  either  of  tne  two  contracting  parties,  shall  be  sulgect  to  no  far- 
ther visitation,  but  all  visitation  or  search  shall  be  made  beforehand,  and  tH 
prohibiteih  goods  shall  be  stopped  on  the  spot,  before  the  same  be  put  on  board, 
unless  there  are  manifest  tokens  or  proofs  of  fraudulent  practice.  Nor  shall 
eitiier  the  persons  or  goods  of  the  sulgects  of  his  most  Christian  niigesty,or 
the  United  States,  be  put  under  any  arrest,  or  molested  by  any  other  kind  of 
embargo,  for  that  cause,  and  only  the  subject  of  that  state  to  whom  the  said 
goods  nave  Imn  or  shall  be  prohibited,  and  who  shall  presume  to  sell  or 
alienate  such  sort  of  goods,  shall  be  duly  punished  for  the  offence. 

JM.  31.  The  two  contracting  parties  ^nt  mutually  the  liberty  of  haviag, 
each,  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice-consuls,  agents  andT  coauaissa- 
ries,  whose*  ranctions  shall  be  regulated  by  a  particular  agreement. 

•Art.  32.  And  the  more  to  favour  and  facilitate  the  commerce  which  the 
subjects  of  the  United  States  may  have  with  France,  the  most  Christian  king 
will  grant  diem  in  Europe  one  or  more  free  ports,  where  they  may  bnng  and 
dispose  of  all  the  produce  and  merchandise  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  and 
his  majesty  will  also  continue  to  the  subjects  of  the  said  states,  the  free  ports 
which  have  been  and  are  open  in  the  French  islands  of  America;  of  all 
which  free  ports  the  said  sotnects  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  uie 
agreeable  to  the  regulations  wnich  relate  to  them. 

JM.  33.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the  ratifi- 
cations shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space  of  six  months,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  above 
articles,  both  in  the  French  and  English  languages,  declaring  nevertheless 
that  the  present  treaty  was  originally  composed  and  concluded  in  the  French 
language,  and  they  have  thereto  affixed  their  seals.  Done  at  Paris,  this  6th 
day  ofrebruary,  1778. 

C.  A.  GERARD,  (L.  S.)    B.  FRANKLIN,  fL.  S.) 
SILAS  DEANE,  (L.  S.)    ARTHUR  LEE,  (L.  S.) 

Fonn  of  tbe  PanpoilB  and  Letten  which  are  to  be  nven  to  tlio  Ships  and  BatkM  mmdbt  to  de 

S7di  tttkle  of  &■  treaty. 

To  an  who  shall  see  these  Presents^ 


It  is  hereby  made  known,  that  leave  and  permission  has  been  given  to 
master  and  coanmander  of  the  ship  called  of  the  town  of 

burden  tons,  or  thereabouts,  1  ving  at  present  in  the  port  sod 

baven  of  and  bound  for  and  laden  with  After  that 

hb  ship  has  been  visited,  and  before  sailing  he  shall  make  oath  before  the 
officers  who  have  the  jurisdiction  of  maritime  affairs,  that  tbe  said  ship  be- 
lones  to  one  or  more  of  the  subjects  of  The  act  whereof  sliall  be  put 

at  we  end  of  these  presents,  as  likewise  that  he  will  keep  and  cause  to  be 
kept  by  his  crew  on  ooard  the  marine  ordinances  andreguiationsiand  enter, 
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in  ihe  proper  office,  a  list  siened  and  witnessed,  containing  the  names  an4 
ftrnames,  the  places  of  birth  and  abode  of  the  crew  of  his  ship,  and  of  alt 
who  shall  embark  on  board  her,  whom  he  shall  not  take  on  board  without  the 
knowledge  and  permission  of  the  officers  of  the  marine ;  and  in  every  port 
or  haven  where  ne  shall  enter  with  his  ship,  he  shall  shew  this  nresent  leave 
to  the  officers  and  judges  of  the  marine,  and  shall  give  a  faithtiil  account  to 
them  of  what  passed,  and  was  done  during  his  vojage,  and  he  shall  carrj 
^e  coloors,  arms,  and  ensigns  of  the  kins  or  United  States,  durins  his  voj* 
age.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  signeclthese  presents^  and  putue  seal  of 
our  arms  thereunto,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  countersigned  oj  at 

the  day  of  Anno  Domini 

Now  know  ye.  That  we,  the  said  Confess,  have  unanimously  ratified  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  treaty,  and 
every  part,  article  and  clause  thereof  on  our  part,  concluded  and  signed  at 
aforesaid;  and  further  do  authorize  and  direct  our  commissioners  at  the 
court  of  France,  or  any  of  them,  to  deliver  this  our  act  of  ratification  in  ex* 
change  for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty,  on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  the  king  of  Prance  and  Navarre. 

Done  in  Congress  at  York«town,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  this  fourth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1778. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  president,  by  order  of  the  said  Congress,  hath 
kerennto  subscribed  his  name  and  affixed  his  seal. 

President,  (L.  S.) 
JttU8t.  Secretary. 

The  QoufftM  of  the  United  Stotei  </  New-Hampshire,  MaMiehinetts-Baj,  Rhode-blftnd  and 
Provideuot  Flantaticni,  Ckmnectieal,  Nev«York,  New-Jenejr,  PenniylTaiuA,  Delawair,  Maty* 
land,  Virgiiuik,  Noith-Caroliiui,  Scuth-CaroliDa  and  Geornia,  by  the  sraee  of  God  aotereign, 
Cree  and  aidependent,  to  all  who  diall  aee  these  present*,  Greeting : 

Whereas  in  and  by  our  commtssion,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  SOth  daj 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six ;  Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  president  of  the  convention  of  the  said  state,  &c. 
Silaa  Deane,  late  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  Arthur  Lee, 
barrister  at  law,  were  nominated  and  appointed  our  commissioners  with  full 
powers  to  treal;  agree  and  conclude  with  his  most  Christian  majesty  the 
king  of  France,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  should  be  by  him  for  that 
purpose  authorized  of,  and  upon  a  true  and  sincere^friendship,  and  a  firm, 
inviolable  and  universal  peace  for  the  defence,  protection  ana  safety  of  the 
navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  we  promising  in  good  faith  to  ratify 
whatsoever  our  said  commissioners  should  transact  m  the  premises:  And 
whereas  our  said  commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  their  full  powers,  on  the 
6th  day  of  February  last,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal 
syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty's 
council  of  state,  by  virtue  of  powers  plenipotentiary  tqjiim  panted  by  nis 
mqat  Christian  majesty,  and  dated  the  SOtn  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -^eight,  did  conclude  and 
sign  on  the  part  of  the  crown  of  France,  and  of  the  Uuited  States  of  America, 
a  treaty  of  uliance  in  the  following  words. 

-TREATY  OP  ALLIANCE  EVENTUAL  AND  DEFENSiyE." 

The  most  Christian  king  and  the  United  States  of  North- America,  to  wit, 
New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bii^,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New* 
York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Geor|;ia,  having  this  day  concluded  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their  subjects  and 
citizens,  have  thought  it  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  the  means  of 
strengthening  those  engagements,  and  of  rendering  them  useful  to  the  safety 
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and  tranquillity  of  the  two  parties,  particularlj  in  case  Great-Britain,  in  ce- 
sentment  of  that  connexion,  and  of  the  gooci  correspondence  which  is  the 
object  of  the  said  treaty,  should  break  the  peace  with  France,  either  by  direct 
hostilities,  or  by  hindering  her  commerce  and  navigation  in  a  manner  con- 
trary to  the  ri^ts  of  nations,  and  the  peace  subsisting  between  the  two 
crowns :  And  his  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  having  resolved  in  that 
case  to  join  their  councils  and  efforts  against  the  enterprizes  of  their  comnon 
enemy,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  emjiowered  to  concert  the  claascs 
and  conditions  proper  to  fulfil  the  said  intentions,  have,  after  the  most  ma- 
ture deliberation,  concluded  and  determined  on  the  following  articles: 

^rt.  1.  If  war  should  break  out  between  France  and  Great-Britain,  dorine 
the  continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and  EnglaocC 
his  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  common  cause,  and 
aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  oliices,  their  counsels  and  their  forces, 
according  to  the  exigence  of  conjunctures,  as  becomes  good  and  Saithfal 
allies. 

Art.  2.  The  essential  and  direct  end  of  the  present  defensive  alliance,  is, 
to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence,  absolute 
and  unlimited,  of  the  said  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government 
as  of  commerce. 

Art.  3.  The  two  contracting  parties  shall,  each  on  its  own  part,  and  in  the 
manner  it  may  judge  most  proper,  make  all  the  efforts  in  its  power  ag^unst 
their  common  enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end  proposed. 

Art.  4.  The  contracting  parties  agree,,  that  in  case  either  of  then  should 
form  any  particular  enterpnze,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  other  nuy  be 
desired,  tne  party  whose  concurrence  is  desired  shall  readily,  and  with  mod 
faith,  join  to  act  in  concert  for  that  purpose,  as  far  as  circumstances,  and  it% 
own  particular  situation  will  permit,  ana  in  that  case  they  shall  rej^latc^  bj 
a  particular  convention,  the  quantity  and  kind  of  succour  to  be  furnished,  and 
the  time  and  manner  of  its  being  brought  into  action,  as  well  as  the  advan- 
tages which  are  to  be  its  compensation. 

.  Art.  5.  if  the  United  States  should  think  fit  to  attempt  the  reduction  of 
the  British  power  remaining  in  the  northern  parts  of  America,  or  the  islands 
of  Bermudas,  those  countries  or  islands,  in  case  of  success,  shall  be  confe- 
derated with  or  dependent  upon  the  said  United  States. 

Art.  6.  The  most  Christian  king  renounces  forever  the  possession  of  the 
islands  of  Bermudas,  as  well  as  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of  North -Ameri* 
ca,  which,  before  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty,  were 
acknowledged  to  belona  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  or  to  the  United 
States,  heretofore  called  British  colonies,  or  which  are  at  this  time,  or  have 
lately  been,  under  the  power  of  the  king  and  crown  of  Great-Britain. 

Art.  7.  If  his  most  Christian  majesty  shall  think  proper  to  attack  any  ot 
the  islands  situated  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  or  near  tnat  gulf,  which  are  at 
present  under  the  power  of  Great-Britain,  all  the  said  isles,  in  case  of  sue* 
cess,  shall  appertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

Art.  8.  Neither  of  the  two  parties  shall  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  vith 
Great-Britain,  without  the  formal  consent  of  the  other  first  obtained,  ao<l 
they  mutually  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  shall  h^ve  been  formally  or  taciUy  assured  by  the  treaty 
or  treaties  that  shall  terminate  tlie  war. 

Art.  9.  The  contracting  parties  declare,  that  being  resolved  to  fulfil,  each 
on  its  own  part,  the  clauses  and  conditions  of  the  present  treaty  of  alliance, 
according  to  its  own  power  and  circumstances,  there  shall  be  no  after  claim 
4>f  compensation,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  whatever  may  be  tlie  event  of  the 
war. 

Art.  10.  The  most  Christian  king  and  the  United  States  agree  to  invite  o 
admit  other  powers  who  may  have  received  injuries  from  England,  to  make 
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common  cause  witli  them,  and  to  accede  to  the  present  alliance,  under  such 
conditions  as  shall  be  freelv  agreed  to  and  settled  between  all  the  parties. 

Art.  11.  The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually  from  the  present  time,  and 
forever,  against  all  other  powers,  to  wit,  the  United  States  to  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty,  the  present  possessions  of  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as 
well  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty  of  peace :  and  his 
most  Christian  majesty  guarantees,  on  his  part,  to  the  Unitibd  States  their 
liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in 
matters  of  government  as  commerce,  and  also  their  possessions,  and  the  ad- 
ditions or  conquests  that  their  confederation  may  obtain,  during  the  war, 
from  any  of  the  dominions  now  or  heretofore  possessed  by  Great- Britain  in 
North-America,  conformable  to  the  5th  and  6th  articles  above  written,  the 
whole  as  their  possession  shall  be  fixed  and  assured  to  the  said  states  at  the 
moment  of  the  cessation  of  their  present  war  with  England. 

Art.  12.  In  order  to  fix  mure  precisely  the  sense  and  application  of  the 
preceding  article,  the  contracting  parties  declare;  that  in  case  of  a  rupture 
between  France  and  England,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  declared  in  the  said 
article  shall  have  its  fulfforce  and  effect  the  moment  such  war  shall  break 
out,  and  if  such  rupture  shall  not  take  place,  the  mutual  obligations  of  the 
said  guarantee  shall  not  commence  until  the  moment  of  the  cessasion  of  the 
present  war  between  the  United  States  and  England,  shall  have  ascertained 
their  possessions. 

Art.  IS.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  botli  sides,  and  the  ratifi- 
cations shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space  of  six  months,  or  sooner  if  possible. 
In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit,  on  the  part  of  the 
moat  Christian  king,  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of  the  city  of 
Strasbtti^  and  secretary  of  his  majesty's  council  of  state;  and  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  Benjamin  Franklin,  deputy  of  the  general  Congress  from 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  president  or  the  convention  of  the  said  state  ; 
Silas  Deane,  heretofore  deputy  from  the  state  of  Connecticut ;  and  Arthur 
Lee,  counsellor  at  law,  have  signed  the  above  articles  Irath  in  the  French 
and  English  languages,  declaring,  nevertheless,  that  the  present  treaty  was 
originairy  composed  and  concluded  in  the  French  language,  and  they  have 
hereunto  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  this  6th  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight. 

C.  A.  GERARD,  (L.  S.)     SH.AS  DEANE,  (L.  S.) 
B.  FRANKUN,  L  S.)      ARTHUR  LEE,  (L.S.) 

Know  ye,  that  we,  the  said  Congress,  have  unanimously  ratified  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm,  the  same  treaty,  and 
every  part,  article  and  clause  thereof,  on  our  part  concluded  and  signed  as 
aforesaid,  and  further  do  authorize  and  direct  our  commissioners  at  the  court 
of  France,  or  any  of  them,  to  deliver  this  our  act  of  ratification,  in  exchange 
for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty the  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

Done  in  Congress  at  York-town,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  this  4th  day 
of  May,  in  the^ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eiffht.  In  testimony  whereof,  the  president,  by  order  of  nie  said  Congress, 
haul  hereunto  subscribed  his  name,  and  affixed  liis  seal. 

President,     (l.  s.) 
Attest,  Secretary. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men  in  the  navy  of  these  United 
States,  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  November  15,  1776,  be  hereafter 
considered  as,  and  paid  in,  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent. 
Resolved,  Th^t  the  Bubsistcnce  money  of  officers  ot  the  navy,  as  regulated 
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by  the  act  of  Congress  of  Julj  25, 1777,  be  hereafter  considered  as,  and  pud 
in  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent. 

Resolved^  Thai  a  bounty  of  20  dollars  in  specie,  or  other  money  eqain- 
lent,  be  allowed  to  every  ab|e  seaman,  and  10  dollars  to  every  ordinary  sea- 
man or  landsman,  who  shall  enter  into  the  sea  service  for  a  twelve-month, 
one  half  thereof  to  be  paid  to  them  before  their  sailing,  and  the  other  half  it 
the  expiration  of  12  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  their  entry  aod 
inlistment. 

Resolved,  That  40  continental  dollars,  or  1  dollar  of  the  bills  which  shiU 
be  issued  by  the  respective  states,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  18th  March  last,  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  a  dollar  in  specie,  in  tike 
payment  of  the  bounty,  wages  and  subsistence  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

Resolvedj  That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  so  far  as  respects  their  wsfes, 
shall  extend  to  the  men  who  entered  on  board  the  Trumbull,  under  the  com- 
mand of  James  Nicholson,  esq.  the  men  that  have  entered  on  board  {be 
Saratoga,  under  the  command  of  James  Young,  esq.  the  men  that  have  ea- 
tered  on  board  the  Deane,  Samuel  Nicholson,  esq.  commander,  for  the  pre- 
sent cruise ;  and  on  board  the  Confederacy,  Seth  Harding,  esq.  commander, 
for  the  present  cruise. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  12. 1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  committee  on  the  petttioa 
of  lieut.  col.  Dericks,  and  thereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  lieut  col.  Dencks  have  leave  of  absence;  agreeably  to  his 
request,  till  the  further  order  of  Congress : 

That  a  bill  of  exchange  for  444  dollars,  drawn  on  the  hon.  Hau'y  Laarens, 
lie  advanced  to  the  said  lieut  col*  Dericks,  on  account  of  his  pay. 

THURSDAY,  July  13, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resomd,  That  lieot.  Dow,  of  col.  Flower's  regiment  of  artillery  artificers, 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  capt.  iieut*  in  the  said  regiment,  his  comauison 
to  bear  date  April  4th,  1780,  the  time  capt.  lieut.  Parks  was  dismissed  the 
eervice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee,  Congress  came  to 
the  following  resolution : 

The  abilities  and  experience  of  brig.  gen.  da  Portail,  in  the  line  of  his 
department  as  an  engineer,  appearing  to  Congress  essential  to  the  efectsal 
promotion  of  the  operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign ; 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  immediately  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
exchange  of  brig.  gen.  du  Portail,  now  aprboner  of  war  on  parole. 

SATURDAY,  Jtdy  15, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Remved,  That  the  Rev.  Robert  M'Murdie  be  appointed  chaplain  to  the 
first  Pennsylvania  brigade. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  for  revision  the  plan  forcondnctii^ 
the  quarter-master's  department,  having  executed  the  business,  laid  before 
Congress  the  plan,  as  revised,  which  was  read  and  asreeed  to  as  follows: 

Vr  hereas  Congress,  on  the  25th  day  of  February  last,  resolved  that  the 
several  states  should  be  called  on  for  certain  supplies  of  beef,  flour  and  other 
articles  necessary  for  the  ensuing  campaign ;  and  that  the  same  should  be 
collected  and  deposited  or  delivered  at  the  risque  of  the  respective  states,  at 
such  places,  within  each  state  respectively,as  the  commander  in  chief  should 
judge  most  convenient ;  and  it  being  necessary  to  provide  for  the  safe  keep* 
ing  aod  transportation  of  the  stores  which  shall  be  so  deposited,  and  to 
make  a  new  regulation  of  the  quarter-master's  department, 
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Heaolved,  That  there  be  one  qnarter-master  general  and  one  aasistant- 
qaArternnaater  general,  appointed  bj  Congress,  and  one  deputj-qnarter- 
maater  for  the  main  arm/,  and  one  for  each  separate  army,  to  be  appointed 
bj  tlie  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  quarter- master  general  appoint  one  deputj  for  each  state,  if  he 
shall  jttdee  so  many  to  be  necessary,  and  the  same  oe  approved  by  the  board 
of  war;  the  person  appointed  to  be  approved  of  by  the  supreme  executive  of 
tbe  state  in  wliich  he  is  to  be  employed : 

That  each  deputy,  whether  appointed  for  one  state  or  more,  shall  appoint 
as  maoy  assistants  as  the  service  may  necessarily  require,  and  the  quarter* 
master-general  shall  approve ;  and  a  return  of  such  appointments  snail  be 
immediately  made  to  the  board  of  war  by  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  all  store-keepers,  contractors,  clerks,  conductors,  artificers  and  la- 
bourers, of  whatever  denomination,  who  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  well 
conducting  the  public  business,  be  appointed  by  the  deputies  in  their  res- 
pective districts ;  and  that  they  employ  them  in  such  numbers,  for  such  time* 
and  at  such  places,  as  the  service  may  require,  and  on  such  conditions  as 
sliall  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  public:  nevertheless,  if  they  are  agreed 
with  or  continue  in  service  for  any  longer  time  than  two  months,  the  condi- 
tions are  to  be  approved  by  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  duty  of  a  deputy  quarter-master  for  a  state  shall  be,  to  provide 
the  means  of  transportation  in  such  state  for  all  public  property*  agreeeably 
to  the  orders  he  may  receive  from  the  commander  in  chief,  the  ooani  of  war, 
the  qnarter-master  general,  or  the  officer  commanding  in  tlie  state— to  pro* 
viile  auch  store -houses  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  and  to  appoint  suitable  store-keepers,  properly  instructed,  to 
account,  in  the  best  manner  the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit,  agreesbly 
to  such  plans  as  the  quarter-master  general  may  prescribe  for  all  articles 
received,  whether  provided  by  the  state  in  the  state,  or  received  from  ano- 
ther state,  taking;  care  always  to  note  deficiencies,  and  to  reject  such  as  are 
deficient  in  quality,  whether  provided  by  the  state,  or  in  any  other  manner 
within  the  state ;  but  if  the  parties  are  dissatisfied,  the  store-keeper,  and 
the  person  or  persons  so  tendering  the  goods,  shall  each  nominate  three  of 
the  most  reputable  freeholders  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  the  goods 
are  Co  be  delivered,  the  sture-keeper  to  appoint  one  of  the  diree  nominated . 
by  the  person  or  persons  offering  the  goods,  and  he  or  they,  one  of  thone 
named  by  the  store-keeper ;  and  if  the  two  first  cannot  agree,  a  third  is  to 
be  chosen  by  lot  out  of  the  remaining  four,  as  an  umpire ;  the  arbitratora  to 
be  oo  oath,  and  copies  of  their  award  to  be  delivered  in  writing  to  the  parties. 
M'hidh  shall, be  binding  and  conclusive— to  keep  proper  registers  of  all  per- 
sons, teams,  pack-horses,  vessels  and  craft,  employed  in  the  department* 
noting  the  manner  and  conditions  on  which  they  serve,  and  whether  the 
teams,  pack-horses,  vessels  or  craft*  are  private  or  public  property— 4o  exe- 
cute all  orders,  either  for  purchases  or  other  pnrposas  which  he  may  receive  . 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  the  board  of  war,  the  qnarter-master  general* 
or  the  commanding  officer  in  the  state ;  to  pay  all  officers  in  the  different 
j>arts  of  the  state  who  shall  be  necessary  to  execute  the  business  of  the  de- 
partment* and  who  have  been  approved  as  aforesaid— to  give  such  instruc* 
tions,  with  respect  to  the  management  of  the  business*  as  shall  appear  neces- 
sary to  have  it  conducted  with  the  greatest  economy  and  order*  and  at  the 
same  time  with  that  despatch  which  the  service  may  require— to  appl^  to  the 
asHiatant  quarter-master  general  for  auch  sums  of  money  as  the  service  maj 
require,  and  to  diatribute  the  samie  in  such  proportion  as  will  best  answer 
the  pttrpose~to  visit  all  the  places  of  business  of  those  serving  under  fatmi 
as  orteo  as  his  other  duties  will  admit ;  and  see  whether  diey  execute  their 
duty  agreeably  to  the  instructions  they  receive— to  inspect  their  accounts. 
^oIm  III.  62 
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books  of  rcccipte  and  issues,  and  to  correct  what  is  aniiss—- to  collect  and 
rendet  his  accounts  of  expenditures  and  returns  of  public  property  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  department  every  three  months ;  and  to  make  retora 
to  the  assistant  quarter -master  general  of  all  issues  that  have  been  made, 
mentioning  the  articles,  quantity  or  number  of  each,  on  whose  application  or 
6rder  issued,  and  to  whom  delivered — ^to  see  that  all  stores  provided  in  me 
state  to  be  forwarded  to  another,  be  carofiilly  inspected,  that  the  qaintitT 
and  quality  is  agreeable  to  the  order  given  before  they  are  sent  forward— to 
confine  all  the  contracts  or  bargains  of  the  contractors  and  agents  ol  cw^ 
denomination,  within  the  state  to  which  they  belong,  to  prevent  ooecoa. 
tractor  interfering  with  anothcp— to  make  such  provision  for  wintenng  w 
recruiting  public  horses,  as  may  pe  necessary  for  the  convenience  asd  rop- 
port  of  Ae  army :  and  generally  to  do  and  "perform  every  thing  necesiiry 
to  promote  the  service.  ' 

That  the  iduty  of  the  assistant  quarter-master  general  shall  be,  to  rewJe 
near  Congress — to  frame  plans  for  keepine  accounts  in  the  department,  and 
to  accommodate  them  to  the  nature  of  the  business  in  the  best  poasibiemaa. 
ner  for  preserving  regularity ;  and  after  the  cjuartcr-master  general  shall  id- 
ptove  thereof,  to  transmit  them  to  the  deputies  in  the  several  states  n«  anile 
for  their  stating  and  keeping^  their  accounts,  to  be  by  them  communicated  to 
all  their  under  agents — to  receive  fro^i  the  army  and  the  distrtcti,  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  arising  therein  to  the  1st  day  of  December,  and  tslty 
them  before  the  chamber  of  accounts  for  settlement  by  the  1st  day  of  Janw- 
ry-«to  apply  to  the  board  of  treasury  for  such  sums  of  money  as  die  quarter- 
master general  shall  direct,  and  distribute  the  same  as  the  several  branch« 
of  the  department  may  require— to  make  such  remarks  and  give  SBch  direc- 
tions to  the  deputies  in  the  several  states  as  shall  be  found  neceaaa^  for 
saving  expense  or  preserving  order  in  the  business — ^to  receive  fron  w« 
respective  deputies,  at  the  end  of  every  three  montim,  returns  of  a/I  per- 
sons employed,  how,  where,  and  on  what  conditions,  and  returns  of  ill  jwhiic 
property  belonging  to  the  department,  and  where  deposited,  made sstin tour 
distinct  columns,  one  conUining  what  has  not  been  issued,  another  what  n  m 
use,  the  third  what  has  been  used  and  wants  repairing,  and  the  fovrdi  what  is 
unfit  for  further  service  and  still  of  some  value ;  these  returns  to  be  made 
agreeably  to  such  forms  as  shall  be  furnished  by  the  quarter-master  general. 

That  the  returns  be  made  to  the  assistant  quarter-master  general  in  Marcli. 
June,  September,  and  December ;  and  that  the  general  returns  be  fomiued 
to  the  quarter-master  general  as  soon  after  as  possible. 

That  the  quarter-master  general  appoint  one  commissary  of  foraiefortM 
main  array,  and  so  many  deputies,  forage-masters,  clerks,  and  laborej  » 
the  service  may  require,  and  the  commander  in  chief  shall  approve  oT;  ■ 
deputy-commissary  of  forage,  and  as  many  clerks  and  labourers  for  each  se- 
parate army,  as  the  service  may  require,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  «■«* 
separate  army  shall  approve  of:  , 

That  the  duty  of  a  commissary  of  forage  and  of  a  deputy-coBimtfMT  " 
foras;e  with  a  separate  army,  shall  be,  to  provide  forage  and  pasture  in  (w 
'  neighborhood  of  the  camp,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  ^^J^' 
quire,  and  to  distribute  tno  same — ^to  correspond  with  the  deputy-qoarter- 
masters,  in  the  states  in  or  near  which  the  army  may  be,  and  make  acaaon- 
able  requisitions  from  them  for  such  quantities  of  forage  as  the  semce  mij 
require,  and  to  receive  and  issue  the  same  to  the  army,  in  such  msDner  an 
proportion,  as  is  hereafter  directed.  .. 

That  the  wages  of  people  employed  in  the  forage  branch,  w  *^^^ 
tiie]Mice  of  forage  purcnased,  and  hire  of  pasture  as  aforesaid,  and  ''■J'^^ 
contingent  expenses  of  the  department,  be  directed  for  payroeot  to 
quartermaster  general's  pay-office;  that  the  commissary  of  forage, <f 
deputy,  certify  the  sums  due>  and  that  the  same  have  been  fttUy  tSMBii^^' 
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th»t  8«ch  orders  or  certificates  for  payment  be  presented  to  the  auditor  of 
accounta  in  the  quarter-master  general's  oiBce,  and  pass  from  htm  to  the 
pay-ofiice :  bat  when,  from  sudden  rooyements  of  the  armj,  the  certificateo 
for  pastnraee  orforace  furnished  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  signed  by  the  com- 
missary of  rorage,  or  his  deputy,  cannot  be  brought  for  payment  to  the  quar* 
lerHnaster  general's  pay-office  in  camp,  without  great  inconTenience  to  ikm^ 
poaseasors  m  the  aaoM*  such  certificates  shall  be  paid  by  the  deputy  quarter- 
master of  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  furnished,  the  sums 
and  articles  furnished  beiiM;  inserted  in  words  at  full  length ;  and  to  prevent 
frauda,  the  cooMiissary  of  forage,  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  shall 
famish  the  deputy  quarter-master  of  the  state,  in  which  the  armj  may  serve, 
with  a  list  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  forage  branch,  in  the&r  own  hand 
wriliog,  and  the  printed  form  ot  certificates  generally  made  use  of  bv  them : 
That  the  commissary  of  forage,  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  fix  upon 
aoch  places  for  rec«ving  and  issuing  K>nige  at  the  army,  as  shall  best  ac- 
commodate the  service ;  and  that  written  Mstructions  be  given  to  the 
keeper  of  the  magazine  of  foraee,  how  and  to  whose  Order  to  issue  the 
same;  that  proper  entries  be  made  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
all  receipts  and  issues,  and  that  the  orders  be  numbered  and  filed  to  agree 
with  the  entries  in  the  book. 

That  the  forage-masters,  and  keepers  of  the  army  masazines  shall  make 
weekly  returns  to  the  commissary  of  foraee,  or  to'the  oeputy  with  a  sepa- 
nte  army,  of  all  forajge  received  and  issued,  and  of  all  pasturage  made  uae 
of,  and  certificates  given  for  the  same  ;  and  that  the  commissary  of  forage, 
or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  shall,  at  the  end  of  every  four  weeks,  make 
retams  to  the  nuarter-master  general,  or  deputy  quarter-master  with  a 
separate  army,  ot  all  the  forage  received  at  tlie  magazines  or  collected 
from  the  country,  and  of  the  issues  of  the  same  ;  also  of  all  certificates  for 
pastarsge  or  forage  which  have,  within  that  time,  been  given  for  settlement 
at  the  quarter-maater  general's  pay-office. 

lliat  forage  for  the  wa^n  horses  be  issued  on  the  returns  of  the  respec- 
tive conductors,  countersigned  by  the  wagon -master  oc  his  deputy ;  ana  for 
other  horses  on  the  orders  of  the  officers  entitled  to  receive  forage  by  vtrtae 
of  these  regulations :  and  if  any  officer  in  the  foraee  department  shall  is- 
sue forage  in  any  other  manner,  or  in  larger  proportions  than  is  prescribed 
in  these  regulations,  he  shall  be  charged  with  ano  pay  the  full  value  of  such 
extra  forage,  and  be  dismissed  from  ttie  service. 

That  there  be  no  deputy  commissary  ot  forage  or  forage  master  appoint- 
ed, except  for  the  main  army,  or  a  separate  army ;  and  that  all  forage  which 
it  may  hereafter  be  necessary  to  issue  at  any  post,  be  issued  by  the  deputy 
quarter-master  of  the  state,  bis  assistants  or  store-keepers  : 

That  the  deputy  quarter-master  of  the  state  shall  appoint  the  magazines 
or  places  at  wntch  forage  shall  be  issued,  and  none  snail  be  issued  at  any 
other ;  nor  shall  any  forage  be  issued  at  such  post  to  any  officer,  unless  he 
certifies  upon  honor,  on  his  return,  that  he  is  not  on  furlough  nor  absent  from 
the  army  on  his  private  business : 

That  a  ration  of  forage  shall  consist  of  14  pounds  of  hay  and  8  quarts  of 
oats  for  a  saddle  horse,  and  16  pounds  of  hay  and  12  quarts  of  oats,  or 
other  short  forage  equivalent,  for  a  drauaht  horse,  per  day :  that  in  cases 
where  either  of  the  above  articles  cannot  be  furnished,  a  double  quantity  of 
the  other  shall  be  considered  as  a  complete  ration. 

And  whereas  the  great  number  of  issuing  posts  established  in  these  states 
have,  by  eiperience,  been  found  very  burdensome  and  eipensive. 

Buolved^  That  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  next,  no  post,  with- 
out troops  there  stationed,  and  in  the  continental  service,  shall  be  continued 
or  established  in  any  state  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  nor  public 
provisions  or  forage  issued  thereat,  Init  by  order  of  the  board  of  war,  the 
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commaiider  in  chief^ «:  commandinff  officer  of  a  separate  amiT  ;  tad  each 
order  ^all  be  given  oolj  in  cases  when,  in  their  opinion,  the  oolaiiiiBg  pro- 
▼ision  or  forage  in  anj  other  waj  would  be  impracticable. 

And  whereas  it  may  sometiaies  happen  th&t  there  is  a  neoctsitj  to  detun 
hired  teanis»  the  owners  of  which  were  to  find  their  own  forage  and'pcwfi- 
aiona,  bejond  the  time  for  which  such  teams  were  engaged»  and  who^  if 
their  own  forage  and  provisions  are  expended,  most  have  reconnc  to  the 
public  manzines : 

Meiolv^t  That  such  teams,  and  their  conductors  and  drivers,  so  detained 
and  become  destitute  of  forage  and  provii%ions»  shall  be  supplied  out  of  the 
public  magazines,  upon  the  written  order  of  the  officer  bv  whoae  order 
thej  shall  have  been  detained ;  and  the  wagon-roaster^or  his  depntjr  or  other 
peraon,  under  whose  direction  such  teams  be  emplojed,  before  he  signs  their 
discharge,  shall  cause  to  be  endorsed  thereon,  bj  the  forage-master  and 
commissary*  or  store-keeper  (as  the  case  mav  be)  the  number  of  ratioiis  oC 
forage  and  provisions  furnished  to  such  teams  and  their  conduclnra  and 
drivers^  that  the  same  maj  be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  due  to  the  ownen 
of  such  hired  teams :  that,  excepting  in  the  cases  abot«  mentioned,  no  pro- 
vbions  or  forase  be  drawn  bj  any  person  not  actually  serving  with  the  army, 
or  some  detachment  thereoi: 

That  there  be  one  wagon-master  with  the  main  arrov,  and  as  manj  de- 
puties, clerks,  and  conductors,  as  the  service  maj  require,  and  the  com- 
Bunder  in  chief  shall  approve  of ;  that  there  be  a  deputy  for  each  separate 
army,  with  as  many  assistants,  clerks  and  conductors,  as  the  same  may  re- 
quire, and  the  commanding  officer  shall  approve  of: 

That  the  wagon -master,  and  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  shall  keep 
an  exact  register  of  all  persons  and  teams  emploj^ed  with  the  army  in  h» 
department,  distinguishing  by  proper  columns  tlie  private  and  public  prmerty; 
that  he  keep  exact  registers  or  all  pay  rolls,  noting  the  time  and  coMiitioBS 
of  payment ;  that,  in  every  pav-roil,  the  names  and  employment  of  every 
person  be  inserted  at  full  length ;  and  that  the  roll  be  signed  by  the  wi^on- 
master,  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  and  then  pass  to  the  auditor  ol  ac- 
counts in  the  office  of  the  quarter-master  general,  or  deputy  in  a  separate 
army,  and  from  him  to  the  respective  pay-office: 

lliat  the  wagon-master,  or  deputy  in  a  separate  army,  give  all  the  ordeisen 
the  horse-yard  for  horses  to  equip  the  teams,  and  orders  on  the  store  for  har- 
ness ;  and  every  deputy  or  assistant,  receiving  horses  or  hameas  upon  such  or- 
der, shall  be  charged  with  the  same  in  bis  books,  and  be  made  to  account,  bj 
bis  weekly  or  monthly  returns,  for  the  horses  or  harness  delivered  to  him. 

That  the  wagon-master  shall  make  monthly  returns  to  the  quarter-master 

feneral,  or  oftener  if  required,  of  all  persons,  teams,  and  horses,  employed  io 
iadepartment,  noting  where  and  with  whom  serving,  adding  a  column  of 
casualties,  in  which  to  insert  the  deaths,  stolen  or  strayed  horses,  and  alss 
the  harness  that  may  be  lost,  and  generally  to  make  such  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  wagoners  as  shall  be  faiest  calcuUted  to  preserve  public 
property,  and  to  give  uem  as  a  standing  order  to  all  the  wa^n-masters,  the 
quarter-master  general  approving  thei:eof :  that  the  like  duties  be  performed 
t|j  the  deputy  wagon-master  of  a  separate  army : 

rhat  the  quarter-master  have  liberty,  with  tjie  approbation  of  the  eommaad- 
er  in  chief,  or  commander  of  a  separate  army,  to  take  such  and  so  many 
officers  from  the  line  of  the  army,  to  serve  in  his  department,  as  he  may  W 
necessary,  and  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  the  business : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  establish  a  horse-yard  with  the  army,  fi»r 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  issuing  all  public  horses;  and  that  the  person 
appointed  deliver  none  iirom  the  yard  but  by  the  order  of  the  commamiiT  iu 
chief,  the  quarter-roaster  general,  or  his  deputy,  or  the  wagon-master: 
The  same  regulatioas  to  take  place  with  a  separate  army : 
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TliAt  ao  exactr^gister  be  kept  ot'  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  ail  horses,  from 
whom  receivedyto  whom  delivered,  and  by  whose  order;  and  also  ol* all  horses 
that  may  die.  be  stolen*  or  stray  from  the  yard»  or  that  are  ordered  to  be  soM 
bj  the  quarter-master  general,  as  unfit  for  farther  service;  and  that  retortis 
of  all  transactioRS  of  the  yard  be  made  to  the  quarter-master  generaf's  office 
moD^ly,  and  as  mooh  oftener  as  the  quarter- master  i^neral  may  direct. 

Whereas  it  IS  necessary  that  every  army  shHuld  be  hmited  in  Ine  article  of 
baggage ;  this  reflation  being  essential,  as  well  to  save  expense  as  to  pre- 
vent the  army  from  being  embarrassed  in  its  operations ;  and  that  ever^ 
officer  shenid  have  only  such  a  quantity  of  baggage  as  is  essential  to  his 
comfort  and  appearance : 

BaolfBtd^  That  the  foHowing  proportion  of  wagons  and  bat-horses  be  al« 
lovrod  to  the  different  ranks  of  officers,  and  no  more,  unless  it  be  by  order 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  each 
of  whom  to  be  allow^  for  themselves  so  many  baggage  wagons  and  bat- 
honea  as  they  may  think  necessary,  to  wYt : 


Major-genenl  and  fiunily,    •  -  -     '      • 

Brigadier-genenl  and  family,  .  .  .  .  . 

CdoneV  Ueuteiiantcolonel  and  major,        •  .  .  . 

Captains  and  tubaUeros  of  a  regiment,  for  their  baggage,  • 
Surgeon,  pay-master,  adjutant  and  quarter-maitter,  (regimental 

ataff,) 

Brigade  quaiter-maater,      ...... 

For  the  tenia  of  a  regiment,  for  every  7S  men,  bat  this  to  be  varied 

acconling  to  the  weight  of  the  tents  and  state  of  the  roadsL 
Qoaitepmaster  general,  for  his  bagnge  according  to  bia  ramc,  for 

his  books,  papers,  8ic.  as  many  as  ne  shall  find  necessary, 
Deputy  Quarter-master  with  the  main  army,  or  with  a  separate 

anny,  tor  Us  baggage,  and  for  his  books,  papen,  Sec.  as  they  may 

demufid,   ....^....■ 
rnmniwsaty  of  forage  with  the  main  army,  .  •  . 

Deputy  commissary  of  forage  with  a  separate  aimy. 
Wagon-master  and  clerk%  .  .  .  .  « 

Deputy  wagon-masters  with  the  main  army,  each,  ... 
Deputy  wagon-master  with  a  separate  army,  clerks  and  assistants 
laspcempgenenl,  for  his  baggage  aocotdlng  to  his  rank,  and  for 

hia  papen^  &c.  accoiding  as  the  service  may  require,  or  com- 

maiider  in  chief  may  direct^        ..... 

Sub-inspector,  ....... 

Brinde4nspector,    ....... 

Adjutantgeneral  and  aaibbuita,  ... 

Deputy  adjutantrgenenl  with  a  aepamle  army,      ... 

Juuge-advocate,      ........ 

Commissary  of  prisoners,     ...... 

Deputy  judgc-sulvocate  with  a  separate  army,        ... 

Deputy  commissary  of  prisoners  with  a  sepai*ate  army, 

Pnrrostmarshal  with  his  prisoners  and  guards, 

A  commiwary  and  his  deputy  of  pmchases  or  issues, 

A  deputy  commisiary  with  a  separate  arm^,  ... 

Kield-commissaiy  of  miUtaiy  stores  and  his  deputy  with  the  main 

»my, 

Deputy  oommiflsaff^  of  mifitary  stores  with  a  separate  army, 
Audftors  of  the  mam  amy,  for  their  baggage,  book%  papers,  &c. 
Auditors  for  a  separate  army. 
Deputy  paymaaber,  either  with  the  main  army,  or  with  a  sepaiate 

army,        ........ 

f^eld-post-master,    -----.. 

Eiprcss-iider,  -.-.,,. 
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Providid,  That  if  the  nsrober  of  wagons,  atatcd  aa  abwc,  ahoahl  yrove 
ioaofflcient,  the  qnarter*maater  general  mar  accaaiooallj  laniiah  vuk 
additional  carriage  as  the  ooinmander  in  chtei,  or  commaacbBg  oficcr  of  a 
teparate  arnij,  or  the  board  of  war,'  maj  direct. 

whereas  the  business  of  depntj  qnarter-nasters,  serving  in  Ike  difcreat 
states,  maj  vary  greati  j  one  from  another ;  and  whereas  that  allewaacc 
which  womd  be  ample  in  some  states,  wonld  be  inadeqnate  iAodiera  s 

JReulvedj  That  the  qnarter-master  general  be  anthorixed  to  iz  tue  p^ 
of  each  deputy  to  conduct  the  business  of  his  department  in  the  states,  ac- 
cording  to  the  duties  thej  have  to  perform,  and  the  expenses  thej  wiU  be  li 
in  executing  the  same ;  so  that  the  yttj  of  no  deputr  exceed  o&e  bsndred 
and  thirty-rour  dollars  per  month,  without  prorision  or  forage,alwaja  haring 
regard  to  the  merit  and  senrice  of  the  person  appointed,  ami  which  ahaU  be 
approved  of  by  the  bcNurd  of  war: 

That  the  pay  of  the  assbtant  deputy  quarter-maaters  be  setded  hj  the 
deputy  quarter-master  under  whom  they  respectively  serve,  aceordaiig  to 
the  duties  thej  have  to  perform,  and  the  expense  they  will  be  at  in  exccating 
the  same,  so  as  the  pay  of  no  assistant  deputy  quarter-master  exceed  setefl- 
ty-five  dollars  per  month,  without  provisions  or  forage ;  always  havii^  re- 
gard to  the  merit  and  services  of  the  person  appointed,  and  which  aball  be 
approved  of  by  the  quarter-master  general : 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  the  quarter -master  general's  departmciit 
who  are  attached  to  the  main  or  to  a  separate  army,  and  move  with  it,  be  » 
follows : 

Quarter-master  general,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  an  officer  in  the  line,  it 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  per  month  : 

Assistant  quarter-master  general,  who  is  to  reside  near  Congress,  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty -six  dollars  per  month : 

Deputy  auarter-master,  thirty-five  dollars  per  month,  in  additioB  to  his 
pay  in  the  line: 

brigade  quarter-master,  twenty  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  hts  pay 
in  the  line : 

Commissary  of  forage,  seventy -five  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  ef 
provisions  per  day : 

Deputy  commissary  of  forage,  forty  dollars  per  months  and  one  ration  of 
provisions  per  day : 

Forage-master,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line  of  the  army,  ten  dolUn 
per  month : 

Wagon-master,  sixty  dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  provisions 
per  day : 

Deputy  wagoti-master,  forty-five  dollars  per  month,  and  one  ration  of  pro- 
visions per  day : 

'  Assistant  wagon-master  in  a  separate  army,  forty  dollars  per  month,  and 
one  ration  of  provisions  per  day : 

Conductor  of  wagons,  when  not  of  the  line  of  the  army,  thirty*five  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  ration  of  provisions  per  day;  when  of  the  line  of  the 
armV)  twelve  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line : 

Tnat  the  foregoing  salaries  be  paid  in  specie,  or  other  money  equivaleni- 

Whereas,  in  order  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  consumption  of  forage,  it 
is  reijuisite  to  determine  what  officers  shall  be  supplied  with  forage  at  the 
public  expense,  and  to  fix  the  quantity  that  shall  be  furnished  to  esch : 

JUsolvidt  That  in  addition  to  the  forage  allowed  for  the  wason  aad  ^^' 
horses,  by  these^regulations,  there  be  issued  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  to  the  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  and  to  those  of  their  taite, 
as  many  rations  as  the  service  shall  require : 

To  a  major-general  and  family,  aeven ;  brigadier-general  and  fiinilyi  ^ ' 
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Colonel  of  infatitry  or  artillery,  two;  lieutenant-colonel,  two;  major,  two; 
chaplain,  one ;  sumon,  one ;  pay-matter,  one ;  adjutant,  one ;  quai'ter* 
master,  one ;  brigade  quarter-master,  one ;  captain  of  engineers,  one ;  quar- 
ter-master general,  as  the  service  may  require;  deputy  quarter-master 
with  the  army,  one ;  commissary  of  forage,  two ;  deputy -commissary  of 
forage*  one ;  wagon-master  and  clerks,  three ;  deputy  wagon-master  one ; 
deputy  wagon-master  with  a  separate  army,  two ;  assistant  wagon-master 
with  a  separate  army,  one ;  inspector-general,  agreeably  to  his  rank ;  sub- 
inspector,  in  addition  to  what  he  draws  in  the  line,  one ;  adjutant-general 
ana  his  family,  including  what  he  may  draw  in  the  line,  seven  ;  deputy  ad- 
jutent-^neral  for  a  separate  army,  three,  including  what  he  may  draw  in 
the  line;  commissary  of  prisoners,  two;  deputy -commissary  oi  pnsonera 
with  a  separate  army,  two ;  deputy  serving  with  the  main  army,  one ;  judge- 
adTocate,  two ;  provost-martial,  one ;  commissary -general  of  purchases, 
four ;  commissar jf -(general  of  issues,  two ;  brisade-commissary,  one  ;  fiield- 
comiatssary  of  military  stores,  two ;  deputy  field-commissary  of  military 
stores,  one  ;  deputy  pay-master,  one ;  auditors  for  the  army,  each,  one : 

That  any  of  the  said  officers  entitled  to  forage,  who  shall  keep  their  horses 
at  their  own  eapense,  when  in  camp,  or  when  absent  from  the  array  on  pub'* 
Uc  service,  shall  be  allowed  as  much  daily  fur  the  forage  so  found  as  shall  be 
certified  by  the  deputy  quarter-master  of  the  state  in  which  the  army  may 
be,  to  be  the  net  current  cost  of  a  ration  of  forage,  every  ofiicer  claiming 
such  payment,  producing  a  certificate  from  the  forage-roaster  from  whom  he 
nsnally  draws,  that  he  had  not  drawn  foraee  from  him  during  the  time  charged 
£or,  and  certifying;  upon  honor  that  he  hadi  drawn  no  public  forage  whatever 
during  the  said  time ;  on  which  a  certificate  shall  pass  from  the  commissary 
of  funtte/ or  deputy,  to  the  quarter-master  general's  auditor,  for  settle- 
ment of  the  same,  not.e;u:eeding  the  current  net  cost  of  the  ration  as  settled 
by  the  quarter-master  of  the  state:  Provided,  that  no  officer  on  furlough 
shall  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  or  pay  for  the  same,  lor  any  time  he  is  ab» 
aent  beyond  the  term  allowed  him  by  his  furlough. 

That  the  officers  of  cavalry  be  allowed  to  draw  forage  or  pay  for  the  same, 
under  the  like  regulations  as  other  officers,  for  the  following  number  of  horses, 
provided  they  actually  keep  the  same  :  a  colonel  three  ;  lieutenant-colonel 
two ;  major  two;captain  two ;  lieutenant  one ;  cornet  one ;  pay-roaster,  quar- 
ter-master, and  adjutant,  exclusive  of  allowance  as  officers  in  tlie  line,  each 
one ;  suiwon  one : 

That  idl  certificates  for  forage  supplied  to  detached  parties  of  cavalry, 
serving  on  the  lines,  or  on  marches,  where  public  forage  cannot  be  drawn, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  forage-master  or  quarter-master  of  the  regiment*  or 
corps,  or  by  a  commissioned  officer,  if  any  be  with  the  party,  if  not,  by 
a  non-commissioned  officer,  mentioning  die  quantity  and  species  of  fo- 
ra^  the  number  of  horses,  the  time  for  which  the  same  was  drawn ;  and  the 
pnce  shall  be  inserted  in  words,  at  full  len^h,  and  the  title  of  the  officer  and 
regiment  or  corm  to  which  he  belongs,  shall  be  added  to  his  name : 

That  every  officer  who  shall  give  such  certificates,  shall  make  a  return  of 
the  same  to  the  officer  commanding  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  who 
shall  direct  his  forage-master,  or  quarter-master,  at  the  end  of  each  month, 
to  make  a  return  of  such  certificates,  to  whom  and  where  given,  and  to  what 
amount,  to  the  commissary  of  forage,  or  to  the  deputjr  with  a  separate  army, 
and  to  the  deputy  quarter-master  of  the  state  in  which  such  supplies  shall 
haye  been  obtained,  which  certificates  shall  be  passed  b^the  commissary  of 
forage  or  deputy  with  a  separate  army,  either  to  the  quarter-master  gene- 
ral's pay  office  for  settlement  in  camp,  or  to  the  deputy  quarter-master  of 
the  state  for  payment : 
That  all  oncers  commanding  detachments  of  cavalry  shall  make  returns 


496  JOURNALS  OF  COMORESS,  IfM 


of  the  forage  they  roav  draw,  with  the  number  of  horses,  and  the  tine  for 
which  the  same^as  drawn,  to  the  officer  commandin£  the  renmentorcom 
to  which  thej  belong,  which  the  commanding  officer  shall  deliver  to  the  n- 
rage-master  or  anarter-master  of  the  regiment  or  corps,  who  shall  mike  re- 
turns of  all  the  torage  received  and  issued  to  the  regiment  or  corps,  tithe 
end  of  each  month,  to  the  commis8a^J  of  forage  or  ueputy  with  a  lepante 
army': 

That  all  the  teams  not  serving  with  the  army  be  contracted  with  toliiiii 
tiieir  own  provisions  and  forage,  u  possible,  and  to  be  pud  bj  the  haadred 
weight  per  mile : 

That  no  military  or  staff*  officer  shall  own,  or  in  any  manner  be  interested 
in  any  boat,  shallop,  wagon,  or  other  carriage,  horse  or  team,  fjnplojed  en 
hire  or  contract,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  pain  of  forfeitiiigi 
sum  equal  to  that  which  shall  have  become  due  for  the  service  of  snck  but, 
shallop,  wagon,  or  other  carriage,  horse  or  team,  during  the  whole  time  ibej 
shall  have  l^en  so  employed ;  and  for  the  second  offence  such  officer  shtll  lie 
dismissed  from  the  service : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  take  such  measures  for  providiog  camp 
equipage,  and  make  such  regulations  for  distributing  the  same,  as  he  skill 
find  necessary,  and  the  commander  in  chief  or  the  Iward  of  war  shall  ap- 
prove ;  and  that  he  also  take  measures  for  engaging  such  artificers  as  the 
service,  from  time  to  time,  may  reauire,  in  addition  to  tlie  regimented  artil- 
cers»  and  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  comiAander  in  chief ;  and  thaihe|eae- 
rally  make  such  arrangements  as  shall  be  necessary  to  |naiiage  the  bnsiDeM 
of  the  quarter-master^  department,  either  with  tae  jnain  army,.a8epant» 
army,  or  detachment : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  or  deputy  with  a  sepftrate  amy,  bniiik 
such  horses,  for  special  purposes,  and  on  particular  appticationa,  aibesliall 
think  the  good  of  the  service  may  require ;  and  whenever  any  doabt  uwa, 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  conaaadiag 
officer  of  a  separate  -army,  for  their  iastructions : 

That  no  purchases  of  horses  or  any  otiier  articlea  with  the  maan  arasj,  w 
in  any  of  the  sutes  for  the  use  of  the  army,  in  the  quarter-master  geaeiil^s 
department,  be  made,  unless  by  order  of  toe  quarter-roaster  geaeral,  or  bya 
deputy  quarter-master  with  a  separate  army  or  garrison : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  make  returns  to  .the  commander  ia  chief 
and  board  of  war,  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  are  delivered  in  to  bin  bj 
the  assistant  quarter-master  general,  of  all  officera'aad  other  persons  mb- 
pjoved,  and  stores  belonging  to  the  department,  and  thet  a  defnty  serving 
with  a  seoaiate  army,  or  with  a  garrison,  make  returns  quarterly*  in  the 
montlis  alore-mentioned,  agreeably  to  the  directions  given  toe  deputy  of  & 
state,  which  the  quarter-master  general  shail  include  in  his  general  returss: 

That  all  officers  in  the  quarter-master  general's  department,  of  whaterer 
denomination,  shall  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  the  oath  of  office  pre- 
stribed  by  Congress,  before  they  enter  on  business : 

'Jl'hat,  with  tlie  returns  befUre  directed  to  be  made,  of  the  naoae  and  statioD 
of  each  person  to  be  appointed  in  the  quarter-master's  department,  Ibere  be 
also  at  the  same  time  certificates  returned  therewith,  ot  their  bavii;  r^ 
spectivel^  taken  the  oaths  and  qualifications  afore-menltoned: 

That  in  settling  the  accounts  of  officers  in  the  quarter-master's  depart* 
ment,  to  be  appointed  by  this  act  of  Congress,  no  pay  or  allowance  whatever 
be  granted  to  any  pfrson  employed  in  that  department,  whose  oameaad  en- 
ploy  ment,  together  with  a  certificate  of  his  taking  the  aforesaid  oath«»  ibiU 
Mpt  be  duly  returned  in  manner  above  directed  ; 

That  the  board  of  war  shall  have  power  to  suspend  and  dismiss  all  saptf' 
numerary  officers  that  may  be  employed  in  tlie  quarter»Biaater  geaecai  <i 
department. 
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Hesohed,  That  major-general  Greene  be  continued  in  the  office  of  quar- 
ter-master general ;  that  he  be,  anil  he  is  hereby  directed  to  make  the  ap- 
pointments and  arransements  in  the  quarter-master's  department,  agreeably 
to  the  aforegoing  resoTutions.  as  soon  as  possible. 

Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolutions  thiill  be 
construed  to  annul  the  resolution  of  the  9th  day  of  July,  1779,  anthorizing 
the  executive  authority  of  the  respective  states  to  correct  abuses  in  the  staff 
departments,  or  to  vacate  any  appointment  made,  or  that  m^y  be  made  by 
major-eenertl  Gates  for  the  souttiem  army,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  14tn  day  of  June  last. 

Besolvedi^  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states  in  which  the  army  may  serve,  to  make  provision  for  fur- 
nishing the  horses  of  the  army,  or  detachments  thereof,  with  a  sufflciepi 
supply  of  pasturage,  and  with  such  hay  or  forage  as  can  be  spared  from  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  army  or  detachment  thereof;  the  same  to  b6 
settled  and  paid  for  by  the  quarter-master  general  with  the  army,  or  by  the 
deputy  in  the  state* 

MONDAY,  July  1 7. 1 78a 

Mr.  Motte,  %  delegate  for  (he  state  of  South -Carolina,  attended  and  pro- 
duced the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

TUESDAY,  July  18, 1780. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  extract  from  Mr.  Schuy« 
ler's  letter  of  the  6th,  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  per* 
mil  the  commissaries  of  issues  to  fiirnisn  the  retained  rations  in  lien  of  the 
subsistence  money  allowed  to  the  officers  ot  the  line,  but  that  the  pay-nuMter 
general  be  enabled  to  pay  the  subsistence  money  aforesaid : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution  or  act  of  Congress,  of  the  10th  day  of  May 
lastr  respecting  loan-office  certificates  destroyed  through  accident,  be  ex- 
tended to  loan-office  certificates  which  have  been  or  shiQl  be  thrown  over- 
board of  any  vessel  to  avoid  capture  by  the  enemy. 

On  a  report  of  the  delegates  of  the  states  of  Kew-Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
of  the  10th  from  general  Washington,  with  an  estimate  of  tents  and  otiier 
camp  equipage  wanted  for  the  army : 

Resolvea,  That  a  copy  of  general  Washington's  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
and  the  estimate  of  tents  and  other  camp  equipage  wanted  for  the  army, 
accompanying  the  same,  be  ti;ansmitted  to  the.  supreme  ei^ecutive  powers  of 
the  states  of  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Bhode-Island  and  Con- 
necticut, and  that  they  be  reouested  to  take  such  measures  as  thej  may  judge 
will  be  most  speedy  and  ellectual  for  procuring,  within  the  said  states  re- 
spectively, the  portions  mentioned  in  the  estimate,  or  as  great  a  part  thereof 
as  may  be  had,  especially  of  the  roost  essential  kinds. 

Resolvedj  That  the  same  assurances  which  were  given  to  the  subscribers 
to  a  bank  in  Pennsylvania,  by  resolutions  of  Congress  of  June  22d  last  past» 
be  and  hereby  are  given  for  the  reimbursement  oT  the  expenses  which  shall 
be  incurred  by  a  compliance  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Thomas  Jones«  George  Crothers,  and  otberS| 
artificers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  petitions  before  mentioned,  be  transmitted  to  his  ex- 
cellency the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  PennsylTania,  to 
grant  such  relief  as  they  shall  judge  just  and  reasonable  to  the  petitionen^ 
and  to  all  other  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  corps  of  «rti* 
ficers  in  similar  circumjit&ncei,  who  have  been  raited  in  the  said  atete. 
Vot..  UL  63 
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WEDNESDAY,  July  19,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Wherenpon, 
Raoived,  That  lieat.  la  Clause  receive  the  brevet  of  captain  in  die  amy 
of  the  United  States,  and  thit  he  be  permitted  to  return  to  Europe. 

THURSDAY,  Jiity  20,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved^  That  Henry  Hollingsworth,  deputy  quarter-master  general,  be 
and  hereby  is  suspetidedf,  and  that  some  other  person  be  appoint^  to  trans* 
act  the  business  of  that  department. 

Resolved,  That  .the  deposition  of  Robert  Anderson,  respecting  the  rap- 
posed  forgery  of  his  name  to  a  receipt,  offered  as  a  Toucher  in  soppoH  of  ^ 
accounts  of  Henry  Hollin^worth,  be  transmitted  to  the  executive  authority 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  m  order  that  such  proceedings  may  l)e  had  against 
the  person  or  persons  concerned  therein  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
the  state,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

FRIDAY,  July  21, 1780. 

'  The  medical  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  15th  from 
doctor  Brown,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  the  abilities,  integrity 
and  past  services  of  doctor  William  Brown,  physician -general,  but  as  hu 

t resent  circumstances  will  no  longer  permit  his  continuance  in  the  service, 
is  resignation  be  accepted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Matlack,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hill, 
Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  enquire  into  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  a  quantity  of  8ua;ars  and  other  merchandise  were  imported  in  the 
frisate  Confederacy,  and  who  were  the  persons  concerned  in  that  transaction, 
and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

MONDAY,  July  24, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  from  the  particular  circumstances  attending  the  case  of 
William  Watson,  and  he  having  offered  the  best  vouchers  to  support  bis 
claim  that  his  present  circumstances  will  admit  of, 

A  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in  his  favor,  for  7480  dollars,  on  account 
of  the  rum  mentioned  in  his  memorial  to  be  furnished  to  Francis  Codding- 
ton,  deputy-commissary  general  of  purchases  in  Georgia,  and  for  which  sam 
the  saia  William  Watson  is  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  absence  of  a  general  officer,  the  supreme  executive 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts -Bay  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  re- 
quested, to  draw  warrants  on  tKe  deputy  pay-master  general  in  that  depart- 
ment for  such  sums  of  money  as  now  are,  or  may  be  hereafter  due  on  account 
of  pay  to  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  done,  or  are  now  doing  duty  in  that 
state,  or  in  the  state  of  Rhode-Island. 

Coneress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  Moore  Furman,  deputy  quarter-master ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  letter  from  Moore  Furman,  be  transmit- 
ted to  his  excellency  governor  Livingston,  and  to  the  quarter-master  eeneral : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  be  directed  immediately  to  appomt  such 
suitable  person  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  supreme  executive  authority  of 
the  state  of  New-Jersey,  to  act  as  deputy  qu after-master  in  the  said  sute, 
agreeably  to  the  late  regulation  of  the  quarter-master's  department,  in  order 
that  the  measures  therein  provided  for  collecting  forage  and  transporting 
provisions  and  other  public  stores,  may  be  taken  as  soon  as  possible: 
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That*  until  such  deputy  is  so  appointed  and  approved,  Moore  Furman  be 
-autiiorized  to  receive  from  the  state  commissaries  such  quantities  of  forage, 
out  of  the  supplies  purchased  for  the  United  States*  as  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  htm  to  forward  the  transportation  of  public  stores;  and  that  governor 
Livingston  be  requested  to  give  orders  to  the  state  commissaries  to  deliver 
the  same  accordingly*  if  such  order  shall  be  necessary. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  19th  of  June  last  from  major  gen.  Greenei  quarter-master  general; 
and  thereupon, 

Sesobfed,  That  major  gen.  Greene*  quarter-master  general*  be  informed* 
in  answer  to  his  letter  of  tlie  19th  of  June  last,  that  Congress*  conceiving  it 
to  be  essential  to  the  public  interest,  as  well  as  incident  to  the  nature  of  all 
offices  entrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  public  monies*  that  those  who 
exercise  them  should  be  responsible  for  such  disbursement*  whether  it  be  made 
iramediately  by  themselves  or  by  agents  appointed  by  and  responsible  to 
them*  cannot*  consistently  with  their  duty  to  their  constituents*  by  any 
general  resolution*  hold  up  a  contrary  maxim ;  but  as  they  wish  not  to  expcwe 
the  fiuthfol  servanto  of  the  pablie  to  any  unreasonable  risques  or  losses*  and 
are  sensible  that*  on  thf  vanous  branches  of  the  quarter-master'sdepartment 
abuses  and  frauds  may  possibly  happen*  notwithstanding  all  the  customary 
precautions*  that  in  all  such  cases  they  will  determine  on  the  circumstances 
as  they  arise*  and  make  such  favourable  allowances  as  justice  may  require. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon* 

Resolved,  That  the  board  pt  war  and  ordnance  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  procure  with  all  possible  despatch,  615  tons  of  shot  for  battering  cannon* 
ana  947  tons  of  shells*  of  such  sizes  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  according 
to  the  requisitions  made  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

Hie  board  of  admiralty  having  represented  that  there  is  a  vacancy  of  a 
lieutenant  of  marines  on  board  the  Saratoga,  and  haying  recommended  Mr. 
Abraham  Vandyke  for  that  office, 

Retolvtd,  That  Abraham  Vandyke  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of  marines, 
and  that  his  commission  bear  date  the  Tth  of  this  month,  from  which  time 
he  has  acted  in  that  capacity,  by  order  of  the  board  of  admiralty*  on  board 
the  Saratoga  sloop  of  war. 

TUESDAY,  Jvly  25,  1780. 

A  letter  of  the  20th,  from  gen.  Washington*  was  read*  inclosing  a  copy  of 
a  letter  of  the  same  date  from  brigadier  gen.  Maxwell*  requesting  leave  to 
resign: 

&8olvedt  That  the  resignation  of  brij^dier  gen.  Maxwell  be  accepted.. 

Resolved,  That  Margaret  Corbin  receive  annually,  during  her  natural  life* 
one  complete  suit  of  clothes  out  of  the  public  stores*  or  the  value  thereof  in 
money*  in  addition  to  the  provision  maae  for  her  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
July  6th,  1779. 

Another  reoort  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon* 

Ordered,  That  monsieur  la  Clause  receive  one  year's  pay  as  lieut.  in  the 
legion  late  Pulaski's*  and  that  the  sum  of  8000  dollars,  m  continental  cur- 
rency* be  granted  to  him*  to  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  assistent-quarter  master  g^eneral, 
to  reside  near  Congress*  and  the  ballots  being  taken*  Charles  Pettit,  e^q. 
was  elected*  having  been  previously  nomiuate<f  by  Mr.  Armstrong. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania, 

Resolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  of  the  several  states,  which  are 
called  upon  to  furnish  wagons  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  be  au- 
tiiorized  to  make  such  allowance  for  the  hire  of  wagons  as  they  shall  think 
adequate*  until  deputy-quarter*maatarft  are  unpointed  for  the  states  respec* 
tively.  ^ 
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A  report  from  the  brard  of  treasoiy  was  wtwi :  Whcrtsfon, 

JUmAvei^  That  die  iDtercit  due  on  Iho  ccrtif  cates  i^wd  fima  Aa  Ima. 
office  ID  the  Btat^ofNorth-Caroiina  be  referred  toihttoBGefiMr|iayiiieit,to 
which  office  biila  of  exchange  have  been  lent  for  the  |Mir|i08e  of  pajiagsock 
interest. 

^  The  board  of  trearaij,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  tM  (ran 
sir  James  iaj»  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereopon, 

JUnlved,  That  although  sir  James  Jaj  has  suffered  considerablj  bj  tlw 
depreciation^  in  common  with  man  j  other  patriotic  and  Tirtnous  citixem  of 
mse  states,  yet  it  is  inexpedient  to  give  anj  retief  in  the  case  staled  iahis 
letter  of  Jul  j  18th,  1780. 

JiSesofoed,  That  to  enable  the  board  of  war  to  execute  the  authority  restd 
in  them  by  the  resehition  of  the  S4th,  for  the  purpose  of  ahotand  sbeUt^tiier 
be  supplied  with  the  sum  of  4,000,000  of  dollars,  and  that  thej  be  antiiQmMi 
to  contract  for  the  whole  quautitj  of  shot  and  shells  mentionetl  ia  the  rew- 
Intioii  aforesaid,  on  the  best  terms  possible,  and  agrre,  on  behalf  of  the  Usit- 
ed  9tates»  to  make  payment  in  specie,  or  an  equivalent  in  the  cvrreacj  if 
these  states,  at  such  oeriods  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  on  between  tbc  atid 
board  and  the  mannucturers,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annaa^  fnm 
auch  times  as  shall  be  fixed  on  by  the  said  board. 

That  the  said  board  be  furnished  with  the  further  sum  of  4S5fl00  dollin. 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  articles  of  military  stores  enumerated  ia  their 
second  estimate  of  the  d4Ui  inst. 

WEDNESDAY,  JtUg  26,  1780.      . 

The  medical  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Jofepk 
Bfown,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Raohtd^  That  Joseph  Brown,  surgeon  te  the  7th  Pennsylvania  npami, 
have  leave  of  absence  for  eight  months. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  iiioisterof 
France,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereopon, 

Xesolved,  lliat  the  frigates  Trumbull,  Confederacy,  and  Deane,  and  tbe 
sloop  of  war  Saratoga,  he  put  under  the  direction  of  gen.  WashinpitOD,  to  be 
employed  in  co-operating  with  the  fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majeftyicon- 
manded  bv  admiral  the  chevalier  de  Temay,  in  any  naval  ent«prizej)OD  the 
coasts  of  North -America. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Mtsolved,  That  Ezekiel  Cheever,  esq.  and  lieutenant-col.  David  Mason. 
who  have  been  employed  at  Springfield,  in  the  state  of  Massachv8ett8*BiJ| 
in  the  department  of  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  he  excnMd 
from  furtner  service  at  that  post : 

That  the  board  of  war  ana  ordinance  be  authorized  and  directed  to  remore 
any  unnecessary  officers  at  that  and  any  other  post  in  the  department  ofw 
commissary -general  of  military  stores,  and  to  arrange  the  aflairs  of  the  whole 
department  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  psbiic 
seryicej  importing  their  proceedings  to  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  July  27,  1780. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that,  during  the  war,  the  stetes  be  wuffM  ^^ 
commissions,  bonds  and  instructions,  ror  private  Irmed  vessela,  and  dist  tne 
bonds  given  by  the  commanders  of  the  said  vessels  be  returned  ioto  the  oi- 
ficjB  of  di^  secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 

Orierei,  That  tne  commissions  sisned  by  the  president,  and  attested  or 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  together  with  the  iDstroctioDi  ^ » 
blank  bonds,  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Congress,  aod  nfti^ 
from  thence  to  the  several  stetes,  on  the  requisitioD  of  the  supreme  execQ* 
tive  powers  of  the  said  stetes  respectively : 
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Tbft  tke  bonds  executed  ky  the  commamieni  of  the  private  armed  veaaela, 
to  whom  cotnintaaions  are  or  may  be  given^  be  lodged  m  the  office  of  the  8&- 
ereterjr  .of Conipeta :   ' 

Tliat  an  accoent  be  kept  ie  the  said  office  of  the  commiasioiui,  bonds,  and 
inttmctions  sent  to  the  several  states,  and  of  tike  bonds  returned  by  them  re« 
Wfecdwtij  iate  the  said  office. 

FRIDAY,  July  28,  1780, 

Rnolvfdi  That  enttl  the  further  oider  of  Congress,  Robert  Patton,  me»- 
senger,  and  William  Hurrie,  door-keeper  to  Congress,  be  allowed  for  their 
aerrices  at  the  rate  of  40  dollars  a  day,  continental  currency,  from  the  20th 
day  of  April  last. 

Ceogress  took  into  ceosideration  the  report  ot  the  board  of  war  on  the  pe* 
titioii  of  Robert  Jewell;  Whereupon, 

Rnolved^  That  ontii  the  further  order  of  Courress,  there  be  allowed  te 
Robert  JewelU  keeper  of  the  new  gaol,  in  Philadelphia,  60  dollars  a  day  ;  te 
each  of  his  assistants  50  dollars  a  day,  and  to  his  turnkey  30  dollars  a  day, 
in  the  preaeat  continental  currency,  in  full  for  their  services  and  subsistence, 
and  thet  thia  increased  pay  commence  on  the  first  day  of  March  last 

MONDAY,  July  31,  1780. 

Cm^ress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  the  chambers  of  ac- 
counts;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  James  M'Call  was  elected,  having 
been  previously  nominated  byMr.Kinloch. 

The  boasd  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  26th,  from  the 
hon.  the  mimster  of  France,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Jie9okedt  That,  ap;reeably  to  the  request  of  t)ie  honorable  the  minister  of 
France,  the  board  ofwar  be  authorized  to  take  such  measures  relating  to  the 
aobaiatence  of  the  recruits  which  shall  be  inlisted  into  the  service  of  his  most 
Chrtatian  majesty,  oat  of  the  German  deserters  from  the  enemy,  as  the  said 
board  shall  deem  proper. 

WEDNESDAY,  Juguri  2»  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letters 
of  July  18th,  20th,  and  21st,  from  the  committee  at  head-quarters. 

The  first  paragraph  being  read,  viz. 

That  the  subject  matter  6f  the  quarter-master  general's  letter  to  the  said 
committee  at  camp,  so  far  as  it  regards  his  responsibility,  has  been  already 
determined  by  Congress ;  and,  as  the  committee  knew  that  the  quarter* 
ninater  general  had  reauested  the  sense  of  Congress  on  so  important  a  sub- 
ject, they  ou^t  not  to  nave  interfered  therein. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  same. 

Orderedj  That  the  second  paragraph  be  re-committed.  .1  ' 

llie  third  pan^raph  being  read,  tiz. 

That,  upon  the  representation  made  in  the  said  committee's  letter,  of  the 
deficiency  of  the  state  of  Pennsjrlvania,  it  is  incumbent  on  Congress,  in  duty 
to  the  United  States,  and  injustice  to  Pennsylvatia,  to  request  the  said  state* 
through  their  delegates,  to  acquaint  Congress,  as  precisely  as  possible^  what 
supplies  they  have  actually  made  lor  the  army,  in  pursuance  of  requisitiona 
made  to  tbe^i  for  that  purpose : 

Resoleed,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  same* 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  that  part  of  the  letter  of  the  18th,  from  the 
committee  at  camp,  which  relates  to  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war  to  gen. 
Washington,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war,  for  their  consideration : 

l*hat  the  letters  of  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  to  major-general  Greene,  quar- 
ter-master general,  inclosed  in  the  letter  of  the  committee,  be  referred  to  the 
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board  of  war ;  and  that  the  board  confer  with  Mr.  Holker  on  the  subject,  if 
they  think  necessary : 

That  the  memorial  from  col.  Hazen,  with  the  papers  inclosed,  and  the 
letter  from  Lewis  Oaranger,  both  which  are  inclosed  and  referred  to  in  the 
letter  from  the  committee,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  bnt  that  die 
committee  at  camp  be  informed  that  the  said  memorial  and  letter,  together 
with  other  applications  made  to  them,  and  which  seem  to  have  employed 
their  time  ana  attention,  should  have  been  made  directlj  to  Congress,  asd 
the  committee  should  thus  have  informed  their  applicants. 

THURSDAY,  Jugust  S,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read  :  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  William  Tumbull  be  referred  to  the 
board  of  admiralty,  and  that  the  board  either  accept  or  refuse  the  bills  men- 
tioned in  the  said  memorial,  as  thej  maj  deem  just  and  reasonable;  and  if 
the  said  bills,  or  any  of  them,  be  accepted,  that  the  board  of  treamry  be  re- 
quired to  provide  the  means  of  payment. 

Resolved,  That,  for  payment  of  interest  due  on  loan-office  certificates^ 
the  sum  of  456,000  dollars  be  prepared,  under  their  direction,  agreeably  to  a 
resolution  of  Congress,  dated  the  28th  of  May,  1778,  in  setts  of  exthtugt, 
on  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  of  the  following  denominations,  viz. 


1000  setts  of  36doIUneach,  -  36,000 
2000  do.  of  60  do.  -  •  120,000 
SUOO  do.  of  120     do.        -        -      240,000 


200  setts  of  300  doUan  each,     .       6(VXX) 


Whereas  the  present  invaded  situation  of  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  renders  it  expedient  that  the  loan-offices  in  the  said  states,  respec- 
tively, be  removed  to  some  place  of  security,  until  such  time  when  tibey  may 
be  re-established  with  safety : 

Resolved^  That  all  moneys,  books,  and  papers,  appertaining  to  the  conti- 
nental loan-offices  in  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Geor|;ia,  be  deposited 
and  remain  in  some  place  of  safet;^,  as  contiguous  as  possible  to  the  sud 
states,  to  be  approved  oy  the  executive  authority  of  such  states  respectively, 
until  the  saia  offices  may  be  re-established  in  the  aforesaid  states,  respec- 
tively, with  convenience  and  safety : 

That  until  such  offices  be  so  fixed,  &nd  public  notice  siven  thereof,  and  also 
a  notification  to  the  board  of  treasury,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  be 
empowered  to  pay  all  interest  that  is  or  shall  be  due  on  certificates  issued 
from  either  of  toe  offices  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  that  such  interest 
is  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices. 

SATURDAY,  Jugust  5, 1780. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  of  July  26th,  from  major-seneral  Greene;  Wheceupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  absolute  refusal  of  miuor-gen.  Greene,  at  this  important 
crisis,  to  act  under  the  new  arrangement  of  the  quarter-master  general's  de- 
partment, has  made  it  necessary  tiiat  the  office  of  quarter-master  general  be 
immediately  filled. 

Congress  took  inso  consideration  the  report  of  the  cofnmittee  on  the  letter 
of  the  SOth  of  June  last,  from  brig.  gen.  Moultrie ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  whenever  Congress  shall  be  properly  notified  of  the  breach 
of  parole  given  by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  a  prisoner  of  war4o 
the  enemy,  and  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  same  shall  be  ascertained, 
Congress  will  take  such  order  thereon  as  the  law  of  nations  and  the  rales  of 
war  shall  require,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  there  is  no  cause  to  anprebend, 
from  any  such  instance  said  to  have  happened,  that  prisoners  who  have  doly 
observed  their  paroles  can,  upon  any  just  principle,  incur  the  dangerof  •si- 
feringby  means  of  misconduct  of  any  other. 
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Ee^olved,  That  capt  George  Turner  be  discharged  from  the  oflSce  of  com- 
missary of  prisoners,  and  that  he  deliver  to  brigadier  Moultrie  the  bills  of  ex- 
change which  were  ^ven  to  him  by  major-gen.  Lincoln,  and  brig.  sen.  Moul- 
trie, deliver  the  said  bills  back  to  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  the  drawer, 
takiBK  his  receipt,  and  make  return  of  the  amount  of  the  said  bills  to  the 
boara  of  treasury. 

Be9olvedt  That  brig.  gen.  Moultrie  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  ap*> 
point  a  suitable  person  to  act  as  commissary  of  prisoners  in  Charleston,  and 
return  the  name  of  the  person  appointed  to  Congress  for  their  approbation, 
if  they  shall  judge  proper. 

Besolvedt  unanimously^  That  Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  quar 
ter-maater  general : 

Congress  accordingly  proceeded,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Timo- 
thy Pickerinswas  electea. 

Resolved f  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
the  terms  on  which  Timothy  Pickering,  esq.  shall  serve  as  quarter-master 
general :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

llie  committee  appointed  to  report  the  terms  on  which  T.  Pickering  shall 
serve  as  quarterrmaster  general,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  Timothy  Pickering,  esq.  having  been  appointed  quarter- 
master general  upon  an  extraordinaryemergency,  be  continued  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  war ;  but  that  the  exercise  of  all  his  powers  at  the  said  board, 
and  his  pay  as  a  member  thereof,  be  suspended  during  such  time  as  he  shall 
continue  quarter-master  general : 

That,  wnile  he  holds  the  office  of  quarter-master  general,  he  have  tha 
n^nk  of  colonel,  and  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  brigadier-general,  over  and 
above  the  pay  allowed  the  quarter-master  general  in  the  late  arrangement 
of  the  quarter- master's  department. 

Conpess  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed 
in  take  into  constderatiou  the  state  of  South -Carolina  and  Georgia ;  Where- 
upon, 

ReBolvedf  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  informed,  it  is  the  sense  of 
Congress,  the  land  and  naval  forces,  as  well  of  his  most  Christian  majesty, 
as  these  United  States,  or  such  part  thereof  as  he  shall  think  necessary,  be 
employed  in  the  manner,  and  at  the  time  that  shall  appear  to  him  most 
convenient  for  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  from  their  several  posts,  in  the 
states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  that  he  concert  with  the  officers 
commanding  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  the  proper 
measures  for  this  purpose,  and  carry  such  measures  into  execution,  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  any  plan  of  operation  formed  against  the  enemy,  as  the 
more  immediate  objects  of  the  present  campaign. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  (if  he  shall  think  it  necessary)  concert  with 

indertaken 
forces  of  his 
ijesty  now  combined  in  the  West-Indies,  or  to  be  drawn  from 
the  province  of  Louisiana,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  either  immediately,  or  in 
their  effect,  facilitate  or  assist  the  proper  enterprize. 

That  Congress  will,  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  properly  informed  by  the 
commander  m  chief,  make  the  necessar;^  requisition  from  the  states  for  sup- 
plies, and  afford  every  other  aid  and  assistance  in  their  power  for  promoting 
and  effectually  prosecuting  the  undertaking. 

That  the  recruits  now  raising  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  for  filling  up  their 
quota  of  continefktal  troops,  be  marched  as  soon  as  possible  to  join  the 
southern  army,  under  the  command  of  major  gen.  Gates. 

MQISD AY ,  Jiugttst  7 J  1780. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  T.  Pickering,  was  read,  notifying  his  accept- 
ance of  the  office  of  qu^ffter-master  general. 
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A  report  from  the  b(»ard  of  admiralty  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  any  officer  who,  by  virtue  of  his  commissioD  or  wintat, 
hath  served,  or  hereafter  shall  serve,  on  board  any  ship  of  war  of  90  pm 
and  upwards,  belonging  to  the  navy  of  these  states,  and  shall  themftcr 
serve  in  tlie  same  rank  on  board  any  other  vessel  of  iirferior  force,  snch 
officer  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  he  was  entitled  to  when  serving  is  i 
ship  of  20  guns  and  upwards ;  any  resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstaad- 

log* 
The  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Wy  98,  im 

gov.  Lee,  of  Maryland,  report. 

That  the  Trumbull,  Deane,  Confederacy  and  Saratoga,  are  the  only  »i|s 
that  arc  or  will  be  ready  for  sea  this  season;  that  these  ships,  by  an  act « 
Congress  of  the  26th  of  July  last,  are  put  under  the  direction  of  gea.^VaM- 
ington,  to  be  employed  in  co-operating  with  the  fleet  of  his  most  Chnsmn 
iaajesty,  commanded  by  the  aamiral  chevalier  de  Jernay,  and  therefore  it 
is  at  present  impracticable  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  governor  im 
council  of  Maryland : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report  ^ 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  iclttf 
of  July  10th,  from  gen.  Washington;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  gen.  Washington  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  effec- 
tuate an  exchange  of  officers,  either  on  the  footing  of  equal  rank,  or  ^^J^^*"* 
position,  or  both,  as  the  cases  may  respectively  require,  confining  the  n- 
change  on  that  of  composition  to  officers  ortlv.  and  having  due  JV^.!?  . 
order  of  captivity ;  such  exchange  to  be  rendered  as  extensive  aspoasiUeiB 
its  execution,  so  as  not  only  to  include,  on  the  part  of  the  enelby,  prisooers 
of  war,  but  also  the  officers  of  tlic  convention  troops,  now  on  parole  u 
New-York.  ., 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  form  and  report  an  estimate  «('"Jt* 
for  the  subsistence  and  clothing  of  the  officers  belonging  totheaiitie9<"  ^ 
United  States,  or  who  were  taken  in  their  service  and  remain  P"**???.^ 
1%ar,  either  at  New-York  or  South -Carolina,  or  elsewhere  in  the  Uw»^ 
States,  and  for  making  good  to  the  privates,  prisoners  in  those  pUees»tM 
deficiency  of  the  short  rations  allowed  to  them  by  the  enemy,  and  provioioS 
them  with  necessary  clothing ;  and  also  of  the  continsent  charges  that  s^ 
be  occasioned  by  sickness  among  the  prisoners ;  and  that  they  report  tM 
wavs  and  means  by  which  die  above  mentioned  supplies  may  be  best  W' 
Bished.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  gen.  Washington  take  the  necessary  steps  for  »*»'Jr5 
a  resident  commissary  of  prisoners  at  New-York,  and  major  geo*  t^&t 
another  in  South-Carolina  or  Georgia,  to  have  the  care  of  prisoners  in  tws« 
places,  according  to  the  usage  and  customs  of  war.  . 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  South -Carolina  and  Georgia  brought  m 
further  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and, thereupon,  . 

Resolved,  That  the  balance  of  the  quota  of  ten  millions  of  dolWa,  req^irea 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  19,  '^^T 
appropriated  to  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  continental  army  in  the  tootR* 
em  department,  and  that  the  executive  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  9eno  o 
the  same  when  collected,  to  major  gen.  Gates,  to  be  applied  for  the  ptirp^t^ 
aforesaid,  as  he  shall  direct.  . 

Congress  having  been  informed,  that  many  persons  in  tte  •ottthtfP°f' 
partment,  from  Virdnia  to  Georgia,  inclusive,  have  shewn  a  ^illinj^^  *; 
serve  as  volunteer  horsemen,  finding  their  own  horses  and  accovtr^fn^^'^ 
during  the  present  campaign ;  and  being  also  folly  convinced  of  thencce>0  7 
of  having  a  body  of  horse  in  the  field  to  serve  in  that  departmeot : 

Resolved.  That  it  be  recdmmended  to  the  executives  of  the  Mil  v»tsj 
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reapectiTeljy  to  encourage  aod  promote  the  raising  a  Goq>s  of  Tolunteer 
horsemen,  not  exceeding  500  in  the  whole,  sabmitting  to  major-gen*  Gates 
the  number  that  shall  be  raised  in  each  state,  and  that  they  be  autnorized  to 
give  the  following  assurances  on  behalf  jof  Congress: 

That  officers  and  privates,  so  serving  as  volunteer  horsemen  in  the  south* 
ern  department,  dunne  the  present  campaupi,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
pay  and  rations  as  officers  and  privates  ot  the  continental  light-dragoons, 
with  an  advance  of  one-sixth  of  adollar  in  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent,, 
per  day,  for  the  use  of  their  horses ;  such  pay,  rations,  and  allowance,  ttt 
commence  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  head -quarters,  or  joining  any 
detachment  of  the  southern  army,  by  order  of  major-gen.  Gates ;  provide 
that  such  horsemen  shall  engage  to  serve  during  the  campaign,  or  at  least  for 
the  term  of  four  months,  after  they  shall  join  the  army,  or  a  detachment 
thereof,  unless  sooner  dischai]^. 

That,  if  any  horses  belonging  to  such  volunteers  shall  be  killed  or  una- 
voidably lost,  while  in  actual  service,  Congress  will  credit  the  state  to  which 
the  owners  of  such  horses  beloneed  for  the  value ;  provided,  that  such  horses 
shall  have  been  properly  valued,  on  oath,  aereeably  to  the  laws  of  the  said 
states,  as  in  cases  oi  horses  impressed,  and  tnat  the  valuation  do  not  exceed 
100  dollars  in  specie  for  one  horse. 

TUESDAY,  Jiugiai  8,  1780. 

The  bosnf  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  W.  Clajon, 
brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  14,000  dollars  be  paid  to  William  Clajon,  secre- 
tary to  major-gen.  Gates,  on  account,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  join  the 
southern  srmy,  and  for  his  pay  and  subsistence  money,  up  to  this  day. 

Eesolvedj  That  in  future  he  be  allowed  four  rations,  the  value  of  three  of 
them  to  be  paid  him  in  subsistence  money,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
August  18, 1779. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letters  of  July  20,  from  gen. 
Washington  and  brigadier-gen.  Maxwell,  report. 

That  hitherto,  when  an  officer  resigned  his  commission  in  our  army,  he 


those  who  continue  in  service  until  it  be  brought  to  a  period  :  it  is  however 
ilonsistent  with  the  intention  of  Congress,  as  expressea  in  the  resolution  of 
the  10th  day  of  April  last,  that  officers  whose  resignations  are  accepted  by 
Congress,  after  that  resolve,  should  enjoy  all  the  benefits  accruing  therefrom, 
as  will  appear  by  the  proviso  at  the  close  of  the  resolution,  the  terms  thereof 
clearly  comprehending  brigadier-gen.  Maxwell's  case,  the  board  conceive  no 
further  act  of  Consres^necessary ; 

Hesolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ttie  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referrea  the  petition  of  capt.  Henry 
Mitchell,  report. 

That  the  vessel  and  cargo  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  as  having  been 
seized  by  capt.  Nicholson,  of  the  continental  frigate  Deane,  being  libelled 
in  the  maritime  court  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  is  in  course  of  pro- 
cedure to  bring  the  legality  of  the  capture  to  a  decision,  and  therefore,  it  is 
inexpedient  for  Congress  to  interfere  m  the  matter : 

Be8olvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  H.  Hollings worth,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treasury  enq.uire  into  the  circumstance  or 
the  supposed  forgery  of  Robert  Anderson's  name  to  a  receipt,  offered  as  a 
VoL.I*L  « 
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▼oucher,  in  support  of  the  accounts  of  H.  Hollingsworth,  and  reports 
Gongress. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jiugtui  9,  l7B(k 

On  a  motion  by  Mr.  IValton,  seconded  by  Mr«  Bee, 

Renolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to  prepare  bills  of  ex- 
change,  of  suitable  denominations,  upon  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  mi* 
sister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Vcntailles,  for  100,000  dollars  in  specie. 
'  Besolved,  That  the  bills  be  made  payable  at  90  days  sight. 

Tlie  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  Trom  the  bon.  R.  lunl, 
late  commissioner  to  the  court  of  Tuscany,  brought  in  a  report,  which  vas 
read;  Whereupon, 

Reived,  That  Congress  are  conTinced  of  the  faithful  endeavounof  Mr. 
Izard  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  the  commission  to  which  he  was  appoistedbT 
theiii  on  thefth  of  May,  1777  ^  and  approve  of  the  reasons  which  determmetl 
htm  not  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  Tuscany. 

FRIDAY,  Jugiut  11,  1780. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  extract  from  Mr.  Br&dfonlV 
letter  of  the  12th  of  July  last,  brought  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  conduct  of  John  Braaford,  contiDen- 
tal  agent,  in  delivering  to  the  deputy  quarter-master  general  at  Bostun, 
188  pieces  o£  ticklenburg,  and  in  delivering  to  Messrs.  Otis  and  Heor; sr 
pieces  of  oznaburgs. 

(hdered,  That  tne  committee  appointed  on  the  13th  day  of  April  last,  to 
repair  to  head-quarters,  be  discharged  from  further  attendance  there,  lod  rhat 
they  report  their  proceedings  to  Congresn. 

On  motion  of  tne  delegates  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey : 
Jiesolned,  That  Joseph  Borden,  of  Bordenton,  esq.  commissiooer  of  the 
continental  loan-ofiice  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  or  the  commiwiooer  of 
the  said  office  for  the  time  being,  be  appointed  commissioner,  on  the  ^rt 
of  the  United  States,  to  endorse  Uie  bills  of  credit  to  be  issued  bjthe  aute 
H>f  New-Jersey,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  day  of  ftirchlast; 
and  that,  in  caseot  the  disability  of  the  said  Joseph  Borden,  or  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  said  loan-office  for  the  time  being,  Joseph  Kirkbride,  of  Bor- 
denton, aforesaid,  be  appointed  to  endorse  the  said  bills. 

X«soItM<i,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  the  salvie} 

of  the  judges  of  the  court  ot  appeals  in  cases  of  capture,  and  of  the  com- 

inissionerS)  clerks  and  others,  employed  in  the  several  boards,  and  otber 

officers  acting  immediately  under  Congress ;  that  the  same  may  be  piid,s^ 

they  come  due»  in  specie,  or  other  current  money  equivalent;  and  that  alter 

.    they  are  abcertained  and  fixed,  no  further  advances  be  made  on  account  of 

salary:  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Houston, Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  ShermiP' 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  i^er  from  Mr.  IzanI,  Uki 

fiefore  Congress  an  account  exhibited  by  Mr.  izard  against  the  y^'^^^ 

States  for  his  expenses  and  salair,  in  which  a  balance  of  52,113  livresi^ 

'  stated  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Izard ;  Whereupon, 

Muolved,  That  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens  be,  and.  is  hereby  suthoriieJ  anti 
difected  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  hon.  Ralph  Izard,  die  sum  of  5^n3  If 
«»    vres  tuttmois,  out  of  snch  moneys  as  he  shall  borrow,  for  the  ose  of  ihe  Vim- 
ed  States,  in  Holland. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  informed  that  it  is  not  tlie  s^;^ 
of  Congress,  by  agreeing  with  their  report  on  the  petition  of  Heorv  M't^^*^^' ' 
tliat  persons  coming  with  their  effects  to  settle  in  these  United  States,  or  |H'r 
tons  removing  their  property  from  the  dominions  ofGreat-Britsin,  whtfcir- 
by  protections  obtained  from  any  of  the  ministers  of  these  UnitiMi  Stat* 
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make  it  appear  that  their  design  was  onl  j  to  remove  their  property  from  the 
power  of  tne  enemy,  or  who  are  bringing  arms,  ammunition  or  military 
stores,  to  these  United  States,  agreeablj  to  the  resolution  of  March  £Sd« 
1776,  should  be  molested  bj  unnecessary  suits. 

SATURDAY,  August  12,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  brigadier-gen.  Moultrie  make  return  of  the  person  whom 
he  shall  appoint  commissary  of  prisoners  in  Charleston,  to  major-general 
Gates,  or  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  for  his  appro- 
bation )  and  that  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  5th  as  requires  brigaoier- 
gen.  Moultrie  to  n^ke  return  to  Congress,  be  and  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  board  of  war  report, 

That,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  July  26th,  they  have  enquired  into  the 
state  of  the  department  of  military  stores  ;  and  upon  mature  delibetntioo, 
propose  to  retain  in  service  one  commissary -general  of  military  stores,  one 
deputy  commissary-general,  one  commissary  at  Springfield,  one  commissary 
at  Carlisle,  one  commissary  in  Virginia,  and  two  or  three  other  commissa- 
ries, or  deputy  commissaries,  at  some  subordinate  poets  and  stations : 

•  They  also  propose  to  retain  but  one  officer  to  each  company  of  artificers, 
who,  with  his  seijeants,  will  be  competent  to  the  proper  direction  of  his  men. 

That  the  pay  of  a  commissary  of  military  stores  be  not  less  than  S60,  nor 
more  than  1750  dollars  per  month  : 

That  the  pay  of  a  deputy  commissary,  or  a  conductor  of  military  stores, 
be  not  less  than  240,  nor  more  than  1000  dollars  per  month : 

That  the  pay  of  the  clerks  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  merit  and  services : 

That  the  pay  of  a  captain  of  artillery  artificers  be  900  dollars  per  month ; 
a  captain-lieutenant  750  dollars  per  month ;  a  lieutenant  600  dollars  per 
month  ;  a  seijeant  from  150  to  200  dollars  per  month  ;  a  corporal^  acting  as 
a  foreman  in  any  branch  of  work,  the  same  pa^  as  a  sei}eant : 

Other  corporals  and  drummers,  fifers  and  privates,  from  30  to  150  dollars 
per  month  : 

That  the  pay  of  the  commissaries,  deputy  commissaries  and  conductors, 
to  be  confined  within  the  limits  before-mentioned,  be  fixed  according  to  theif 
respective  merit  and  services,  by  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance : 

That  the  pay  of  the  non-couimissioned  officers  and  privates  be  fixed  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  merit  and  services,  within  the  limits  before-men- 
tioned, by  the  major  part  of  their  commissioned  officers^  who  shall  meet  to- 
gether monthly  for  that  purpose  : 

That  a  daily  ration  of  forage  be  allowed  only  to  such  commissaries  and 
conductors  of  military  stores,  whose  frequent  travelling  shall,  in  the  opinioQ 
of  the  board  of  war,  require  the  same. 

Reaolvtd,  That  Congress  agree  to  this  report,  and  that  the  same  be  ear- 
ned into  execution  until  the  further  order  of  Conf^ress. 

*  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  me- 
morial of  the  general  officers ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  general  officers  be  informed  that  Con^ss  heve 
at  no  time  been  unmindful  of  the  military  virtues  which  have  distinguished 
the  army  of  the  United  States  through  the  course  of  this  war ;  and  that  it 
has  bieen  constantly  one  of  the  principal  oli^ects  of  their  care,  not  only  to 

Erovidc  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  army,  but  to  gratify  their  reasona- 
le  desires,  so  far  as  the  public  exigencies  would  admit : 
That  pattenee,  self-denial,  fortitude  and  perseverance,  and  the  cheerful 
sacrifice  of  time  and  health,  are  necessary  virtues  which  both  the  citizen 
and  soldier  are  called  to  exercise,  while  struggling  for  the  liberties  of  their 
country ;  and  tiiat  moderatioOr  frugality  and  tejnperance,  must  be  among  the 
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chief  sapportoi  as  well  u  the  brightest  orDameDts,  of  that  kind  of  civil  p- 
▼erUment  which  is  wisely  institute  bj  the  scFeral  states  in  this  anioii : 

That  it  has  been  recommended  to  the  scYeral  states  to  make  compensatioa 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  them  respectivel  j  belonging*  for  the  depredft- 
tioB  of  their  paj ;  and  that  Congress  will  take  speed?  measures  for  liqnidat* 
iog  and  paying  what  is  due  on  that  account,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  wl» 
do  not  belong  to  the  quota  of  any  state : 

That  from  and  after  the  1st  dlay  of  August,  1780,  the  army  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receire  their  nay,  as  stated  before  the  first  day.  of  January,  1777,  in 
the  new  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of 
March  last : 

That  the  officers  shall  hereafter  be  allowed  five  dollars  per  month}  is  the 
said  new  bills,  for  each  retained  ration: 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress  a  list  of  the  el- 
cers  not  belonging  to  the  quota  of  any  state,  with  an  account  of  the  balince 
due  to  each,  to  make  their  pay  good  for  past  services,  agreeably  to  the  reiolii* 
tion  of  Congress  of  the  lOUi  day  of  Apnl  last : 

That  sudi  of  the  states  as  have  not  made  compensation  to  their  oEcen 
and  soldiers,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  August  17th,  1779,beiiHl 
they  are  hereby  requested  to  do  it  as  soon  as  possible : 

That  the  provision  for  granting  lands,  by  the  resolution  of  September  ]6tli, 
1776,  be  and  is  hereby  extended  to  the  general  officers,  in  the  following 
proportion  :  to  a  major^eneral  1100  acres ;  a  brigadier-general  850icrrs; 

That  the  officers  of  the  army  be  furnished,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  tvo 
months'  pay,  on  account,  to  relieve  their  present  wants,  moitieiied  ia 
their  memorial. 

TUESDAY,  Jiugust  15,  1780. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  netion  rn- 
pecting  the  sale  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be  drawn  by  the  resolutiiA  of  the 
9th,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale ; 

Besolved,  That  the  bills  of  exchange  directed  to  be  prepared  bj  the  reso- 
lution of  the  9th,  on  the  honorable  Benjamin  Franklin,  minister  pleoipoteD- 
tiaiT  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  to  the  amount  of  lOO^OOO  dollars  specie, 
be  filled  up  by  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the  stite 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  made  payable  to  Joseph  Clay,  deputy  pay-master  ge- 
neral in  the  southern  department,  or  order : 

That  tiie  said  bills  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Joseph  Clay,  to  be  sold  it 

Cr  for  specie,  or  bills  emitted  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  IBthof 
arch  last,  or  for  other  moneys,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  or  to  be  dbposed  of  for  proyisions  and  necessaries  fur  tbe«n»7* 
on  the  best  terms  that  can  be  obtained,  for  the  United  States : 

That  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale,  be  applied  under  the  direction  w 
the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  to  the  purchase  of  |N|^ 
Tisions  and  other  supplies  absolutely  necessary  for  the  suDsisteDce  of  tbe 
southern  army ;  and  that  the  said  Joseph  Clay  be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to 
give  regular  and  constant  information  to  the  board  of  treasury  respectiDg 
the  sale  of  the  bills  and  the  application  of  the  moneys  aforesaid ;  aod  tm 
the  aforesaid  Joseph  Clay,  deputy  pay-master  general  in  the  sottthem  de- 
partment, be  charged  in  the  treasury  books,  witii  the  aforesaid  bill^  un^Niot' 
102  to  the  sum  of  100,000  dollars  specie. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  tresssrTt  P"^ ' 
auant  to  the  order  of  the  8th,  and  tiie  letter  from  H.  Hollingsworth ;  n  here- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  relative  to  a  supposed  foigeiy  lo  ^^ 

*TOUCherS  of  accounts  of  Henrv  Hnllin«wnr#)i    mAnfmnMl  in  iliA  onltr  Ol  U^ 
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SOth  of  Joly  last,  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses,  be  sent  by  the  board  of 
treasury  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  the  purpose  express- 
ed in  the  said  order ;  and  that  the  chamber  of  accounts,  who  examined  the 
said  Youchers,  furnish  the  said  board  with  the  names  of  such  witnesses  as 
they  may  think  material. 

The,  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  9th  from  Charles 
Pettit,bn>aght  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Raidvedf  That  the  assistant  quarter-master  general  be  allowed  one  or 
more  clerks,  as  the  nature  of  the  service  may  require,  and  the  board  of  war 
shall  approve. 

The  Doard  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  the 
letter  of  gov.  Greene,  broo^t  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Eesolvedj  That  the  following  letter  be  written  by  the  president  of  Congress 
io  governor  Greene : 

Siji  s  Year  letter  of  the  22d  and  S5th  of  last  month,  to  the  delegates  of 
your  state,  have  been  laid  before  Congress ;  and,  in  answer  thereto,  I  am  to 
acquaint  you,  tha)  Coneress  have  a  proper  sense  of  the  exertions  of  the  state 
of  Khode4sland  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  the  common  cause : 

That  any  disbursements  which  may  be  made  by  that  state,  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  beyond  its  quota,  shall  be  reimbursed  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  admit : 

That  Congress  depend  on  the  several  states  for  the  necessary  supplies  of 
money  for  carryins  on  .the  war :  / 

That  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  emitted,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
18d&4if  March  last,  will  yield  a  supply  as  soon  as  the  several  quotas  of  the 
continental  bills  of  credit  are  collected  to  be  destroyed : 

That  the  quota  of  the  aforesaid  bills  for  your  own  state  shall  be  transmit- 
ted as  soon  as  possibleafter  a  copy  of  the  act  complying  with  the  resolution, 
is  received. 

If  taxes  were  laid,  payable  in  new  bills  or  specie,  it  would  liave  a  good 
tendency  to  introduce  the  said  bills  into  circulation  in  full  credit 

WEDNESDAY,  August  16,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  Ma^  28th,  from  the  hon.  J.  Jay,  was  read,  informing  that  he 
had  seen  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  November  8th,  1779,  by  which  the  late 
and  former  presidents  are  desired  to  lodge,  as  soon  as  they  conveniently 
can,  in  the  secretary's  office,  copies  of  all  public  letters  by  them  respectively 
written  during  their  presidentship :  that  after  he  had  resigned  the  chair,  and 
immediately  on  the  election  of  his  excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  he  de- 
livered to  him  a  book,  containing  copies  of  public  letters  he  had  written 
during  his  presidentship,  to  be  Indeed  in  the  secretary's  office,  which  he  pre* 
sumes  was  done ;  and  that  it  gave  him  concern,  therefore,  to  find  the  resolu- 
tion made  to  extend  to  him ;  uid  desirine  that  it  may  appear  by  the  entry 
made  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  that  he liad  done  that  part  of  his  duty  in 
season,  and  without  the  express  order  of  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  fiugust  17,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Bemved^  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
honor,  without  further  advice,  such  bills  of  exchange  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  appear  evidently  to  have  been  drawn  by  major-general  Lincoln, 
on  the  president  of  Congress,  although  not  contained  in  any  letter  of  advice, 
aereeably  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  S3d 
of  March  and  10th  of  July  last. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  3d  from  the  count 
Hochambeau,  brought  in  a  report :  Whevenpon« 
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Resolved^  That  Congrefls  have  a  just  sense  of  the  vigilance  and  predmce 
of  the  commanders  of  the  fleet  and  army  of  our  all  j»  in  taking  the  ptecaalkM 
mentioned  in  the  letter  of  Monsieur  the  coant  de  Rochambeaii«  m  the.Sd  «C 
Auzust,  as  well  as  of  his  attention  to  the  ease  and  corenience  of  thsmilida 
of  these  states.  The  spirit,  good  order,  and  discipline  of  the  trsops  aader 
his  command,  deserve  their  warmest  approbation. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  P.  linth,  aad 
the  report  of  the  eonrt  of  appeals  thereon,  brpnght  in  a  report ;  Mfbectspw, 

Ordered^  That  John  P.  Linch,  now  confined  in  the  atate  prison*  as  &  pri- 
aotier  of  war,  be  discharged. 

FRIDAT,  Jiugua  18, 1780. 

,  A  report  from  the  board  of  admiraltj  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  necessary  any  lon^r  to  continue  John  NixoDaod 
John  M.  Nesbit,  esqrs.  in  their  agencjr  for  prizes ;  and  therefore* 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Nixon  and  John  If.  Nesbit,  contineatal 
agents  for  prizes  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  discharged,  and  that  thej 
account,  without  delay,  with  the  board  of  admiralty. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  the  board  of  admiral- 
ty, ex  officio,  take  chaige  and  direct  the  disposition  of  all  prizes  which  luj 
lie  brought  into  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proceedinfs  of  the  conrt-mar* 
tial  on  the  trial  of  doctor  Shippen,  director  general,  ana  thereupon  resolTed 
as  follows : 

The  court-martial  having  acquitted  the  said  doctor  Shippen : 

Ordered^  That  he  be  di^arged  from  arrest. 

SATURDAY,  Augu^  19, 1780. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  T.  Pickering,  quarter-master  general,  was  itiJ: 
Whereupon,. 

Resolved,  That  major-gen.  Greene,  late  quarter-master  general,  be  and 
hereby  is  directed  to  furnish  col.  Pickering,  quarter- roaster  general,  with 
returns  of  all  buildings,  vessels  and  craft,  horses,  wagons,  stores  and  arti- 
cles, of  what  kind  soever,  in  possession  or  under  the  direction  of  any  officers 
or  persons  employed  under  him  in  his  late  department,  and  which  are  occa- 
pied  on  account  of  or  belong  to  the  United  States ;  and  also  with  fail  io- 
formation  in  writing  of  all  public  contracts  and  purchases  by  them  made,  of 
which  the  terms  have  not  been  fully  executed,  or  the  services  or  articles  cob- 
tracted  for  or  purchased  have  not  been  completely  rendered  or  delivered* 

That  in  the  mean  Ume  he  direct  all  officers  and  others  employed  undtf 
him,  on  the  demand  of  any  deputy  or  store-keeper  appointed  under  the  pi<A 
for  regulating  the  quarter-master  general's  department,  to  deliver  to  sum 
deputy  or  store-keeper,  on  their  pniducing  their  appointments  resDectiveiYt 
and  the  orders  of  the  quarter-master  general  to  receive  them,  aii  the  arti- 
cles before  enumerated,  and  any  others  in  their  possession  or  under  their 
direction,  which  are  occupied  on  account  of  or  belong  to  the  United  Statr^* 
tof^ther  with  the  written  evidences  of  the  contracts  and  purchases  aforesaid 
which  yet  remain  unexecuted. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  the  let- 
ter of  the  15th  from  gen.  Rotledge,  brought  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  governor  Rutled^e,  of  Soop 
Carolina,  with  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  honorable  Benjamm  Franx  id. 
minister  plenipotentiarv  from  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  YersaiU^' 
at  60  days  sight,  to  the  amount  of  dOOO  dollars,  to  be  charged  in  specie  to 
the  said  state  of  South -Carolina. 

MONDAY,  Atgu:^  ^U  1780. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Wherevpon, 
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Resolved^  That  the  boani  of  treasarj  be  empowered  to  rent  a|>artments 
for  theaccouimodatiop.of  the  treasury,  and  pay  lor  the  same  in  specie,  or  cur- 
rent money  equivident. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  New- York, 

Re8oived,Thht  Abraham  Yates,  jun.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan- 
office  for  the  state  of  New-York,  or  the  commissioner  of  the  said  loan-olRoe 
for  the  time  being,  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  commissioner,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  endorse  the  bills  of  credit  to  be  issued  by  the  state  of 
New-York,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of 
Blarch  last;  and  that  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the  said  Abraham  Yates, 
Jan.  or  the  commissioner  of  the  said  loan -office*  for  the  time  being,  AbrahaiU 
G.  Lansing  be  appointed  to  endorse  the  said  bills. 

TUESDAY,  Jiugwft  2d,  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
vas  re-committed  the  reoort  on  the  extract  from  the  letter  of  W.  Denning, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas  it  is  of  the^i^tmost  importance  effectually  to  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion, waste,  embezzlement  and  misapplication  of  the  public  stores  and  pro- 
irisions,  upon  which  the  existence  of  the  armies  of  these  United  States  may 
depend,  and  no  adeauate  provision  hath  been  made  for  the  just  punishment 
of  delinquents  in  tne  departments  of  the  quarter -master  general,  commis- 
sary-^neral  of  purchases,  commissary  general  of  issues,  clothier-general, 
comnussary-general  of  military  stores]  purveyor  of  the  hospitals,  and  hide 
department;  therefore, 

Besolvei^  That  every  person  in  any  of  the  said  departments,  intrustvd 
with  the  care  of  provisions,*  or  military  or  hospital  stores,  or  other  property 
of  these  United  States,  who  shall  be  convicted,  at  a  general  court-martial, 
of  having  sold,  without  a  proper  order  for  that  purpose,  embezzled,  or  wil- 
fully misapplied,  damaged  or  spoiled,  any  of  (he  provisions,  horses,  forage, 
arms,  clothing,  ammunition,  or  other  military  or  hospital  stores,  or  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  otlier 
punishment  as  shall  be  directed  by  a  general  court-martial,  according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  the  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  such  court ;  and  every 
person  in  any  of  the  said  departments,  intrusted  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
convicted  at  ajgeneral  court-martial  of  having,  through  neglect,  suffered  any 
of  the  articles  aforesaid  to  be  wasted,  spoiled  or  damaged,  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  the  said  court  shall,  in  their  discretion,  direct,  accordin^r  to 
the  degree  of  the  offence.  ^ 

Coneress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Lotbinier ;  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  make  such  an  adjustment  of  the 
account  of  the  Rev.  Lewis  Lotbinier,  as  that  he  may  receive  the  full  benefit 
of  the  stipulation  made  to  him  by  gen.  Arnold,on  the  26th  of  January  1776 
aud  confirmed  by  Congress  on  the  10th  of  August  following.  ' 

WEDNESDAY,  August  2S,  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on 
iHe  letter  from  col.  Pickering,  quarter- master  general,  and  thereupon  came 
to  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  no  certificates  issued  in  the  quarter-master's  and  com- 
niissary's  departments  after  the  15th  day  of  September  next,  afford  any 
claim  upon  the  United  States,  unless  issued  under  the  following  regulations: 

1st.  That  they  be  for  services  performed  or  articles  purchased  within 
their  respective  departments. 

adiy.  The  quarter-master  general  and  commissary  general  shall  them- 
selves sign  all  such  certificates  as  are  issued  in  their  respective  departments. 
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Sdlj.  All  such  certificates  shall  be|;i¥en  for  specie,  or  other  cunent  qo- 
ney  equivalent 

4thl J.  All  contracts  or  purchases  made,  for  which  certificates  sludl  be 
given,  shall  be  made  fi>r  specie  value« 

5thlj.  The  articles  so  purchased  shall  be  enumerated  in  such  certincatei» 
with  the  rates  and  prices  thereof;  and  the  prices  shall  be  resscmable  when 
the  present  circumstances  of  our  affairs  are  compared  with  die  cost  of  arti- 
cles of  like  quality,  or  services  performed,  in  the  year  1775,  or  whco 
compared  with  the  allowance  by  Congress  to  theUnitea  States,  as  expresud 
in  theijr  resolution  of  the  25th  of  February  last. 

Besolved,  That  certificates  issued  under  and  agreeably  to  the  fortgoing 
regulations,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  from  the  tine 
stipulated  for  payment,  until  paid. 

jResolvedf  Tnat  the  quarter-master  general  and  commissary  genenlbe, 
and  hereby  are  strictly  enjoined  to  make  monthly  returns  of  their  porchasei 
and  proceeding  to  the  bolard  of  war,  and  make  monthly  returns,  to  wit,  on 
the  last  day  of  every  month,  to  the  board  of  treasury,  of  all  certifiatefl » 
issued  as  aforesaid. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of 
war,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedp  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to 
direct  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-omce,  for  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  sell,  under  their  direction,  for  specie,  the  bilU 
ordered  to  be  drawn  on. the  hon.  J.  Jay,  which  were  reserved  for  the  ase  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  71,350  doUan, 
specie :  * 

That  one  half  of  the  specie  aforesaid  be  applied,  under  the  directioo  of 
the  board  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  prisoners  af  war  in  the 
states  of  South-Carolina  and  Geoipa: 

That  the  other  half  4>f  the  specie  aforesaid,  be  forwarded,  under  ttediree- 
tion  of  the  board  of  war,  to  tne  commissary  of  prisoners,  in  the  ouddle  de- 
partment, for  the  supply  of  the  prisoners  at  New- York : 

That  tlie  board  of  treasury  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  prepare  bills 
of  exchange,  to  be  drawn  on  the  hon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  at  90  days  sight,  to  the  amount  of  150,000 
dollars,  specie ;  the  amount  of  the  estimate  from  the  board  of  war.  Hut 
so  much  thereof  as  will  complete  the  estimate  of  the  board  of  war,  be  sold 
for  specie,  and  forwarded  to  the  commissaries  of  prisoners  in  the  middle  and 
southern  departments,  under  the  same  regulations,  and  for  the  same  purposes 
as  aforesaid;  the  residue  of  the  150,000  dollars,  to  replace  the  71,340  dol- 
lars aforesaid,  be  reserved  for  the  special  direction  of  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  August  24,  1780. 

Congress'  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  ne* 
roorial  of  the  eeneral  officers ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  commanding  covpSf 
when  in  camp,  be  allowed  to  draw  so  many  of  the  rations  of  proriaioos 
heretofore  witnheld,  as  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  of  a  se- 
parate army,  shall  judge  necessary ;  but  that  no  provision  be  issued  lor  back 
ra^ns  not  drawn  on  the  days  they  became  due : 

That  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  subsistence  money,  allowed  to  officers  m 
lieu  of  the  rations  withheld,  is  not  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  rations,  the  defi- 
ciency shall  hereafter  be  made  up  to  them : 

That  the  resolution  of  the  15th  day  of  May,  1778,  granting  half-pay  wc 
seven  years  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  continue  in  service  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the  widows  of  those  officers  who  have  died, 
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or  shall  hereafter  die  in  the  senrice;  to  commence  from  the  time  of  6uch 
officers'  death,  and  continue  for  the  term  of  seven  years ;  or  if  there  be  no 
widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  intermarriage,  the  said  half  pay  be  given 
to  the  orphan  children  of  the  officer  dvine  as  aforesaid,  if  he  shall  have  left 
an  J ;  and  diat  it  be  recommended  to  the  I^;i8latures  of  the  respective  states 
to  which  9nch  officers  belong,  to  make  provision  for  paying  the  same,  on 
account  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  restricting  clause  in  the  resolution  of  May  15th,  1778,  {;ranting 
half-pay  to  the  officers  for  seven  years,  expressed  in  these  words,  viz.  '*ana 
not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  these  states,  or  any  of  them,"  be  and  is 
hereby  rep^ed. 

FRIDAY,  Jiugtia  S5,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  major«gen.  M^Dougall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  allowance 
of  major-sen.  in  a  separate  department,  during  the  time  he  commanded  the 
posts  in  the  Hia;hlanas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams, 

Beaolvedf  That  when  the  governors  or  presidents  of  two  or  more  states 
act  in  the  field  together,  he  who  has  been  longest  in  office  shall  take  rank 
of  all  other  governors  or  presidents,  except  the  governor  or  president  of  the 
state  in  which  they  are ;  who,  in  his  own  state,  notwithstanding  he  may  be 
youngest  in  office,  always  takes  rank. 

Mtesolved,  That  whenever  the  governors  or  presidents  of  states  act  in  con- 
junction with  continental  troops,  they  shall,  for  the  time  they  so  act  in  con- 
junction, have  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the  line  of  the  armv : 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  the  above  resolutions  shall  exclude  the 
^vemor  of  any  state  from  a  separate  command  over  the  militia  of  the  state 
m  which  he  presides,  where  not  inconsistent  with  the  particular  views  of  the 
commander  m  chief. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LivinjB;8ton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong, 

Beeolved,  That  the  halfpay  of  general  officers  be  proportioned  to  their  pay« 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  18th,  from  gov.  Rutledee ;  and  thereupon, 

Reeolvedt  That  gov.  Rutleoge  be  informed  that  Congress  have  paid,  and 
will  continue  to  pay,  attention  to  all  who  have  had  the  misfortune  of  beiilg 
captivated  bjr  the  enemy ;  and  that  those  captivated  at  the  surrender  m 
Charleston  will  equally  share  the  care  and  attention  of  Congress  with  those 
captivated  in  any  other  of  the  United  States. 

Beeolved,  That  the  remaining  part  of  gov.  Rutledge's  letter,  respecting  a 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  army  under  major^neral  uates,  be 
referred  to  the  board  war  to  take  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Walton,  Congress  passed  the 
following  resolutions : 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  four  ^ood  pilots  for  the  coasts  and 
bars  of  South*Carolina  and  Georgia,  are  now  in  this  city : 

Mteeolvid,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  re- 
tain them  in  the  service  of  these  United  Slates,  and  engage  them  to  remain 
here  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

Seeoived,  That  Friday,  the  Ist  of  Sept.  next,  be  assirned  for  electing  a 
member  of  the  cdurt  of  appeals,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mnllosmer,  deceased. 

SATPRDAY,  Jiugust  26,  1780. 

Heeolvedy  That  the  resolution  of  December  £7th,  1779,  ordering  ^  that  the 
post-office  be  so  regulated  as  that  the  post  shall  set  out  and  arrive  at  the 
place  where  Congress  shall  be  sitting,  twice  in  every  ^eek,  to  ^  so  far  as 
Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  to  Charleston,  in  the  state 
of  South- Carolina,''  be  and  hereby  is  repented.  .      . 
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M^hereas  a  large  and  immediate 'supplj  of  moner  is  necetsarj  fur  cttrj'mg 
on  the  operations  of  the  war,  and  for  the  payment  of  debts  dae  fbrsupplieshttt* 
tofore  furnished,  and  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  loan-office  certificates: 

Resolved f  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to^e  several  8tatM,tohke 
the  most  speedy  and  effectual  n^asnres  in  their  power,  for  drawing  in  tkeir 
respective  quotas  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  to  be  destroyed,  either  by 
a  tax  to  be  collected  immediately,  or  by  exchanging  for  them  new  hills,  to  be 
emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  at  a  rate  not  lets  ttiu 
forty  of  the  former  for  one  of  the  latter ;  so  that  the  whole  of  the  aid  oev 
bins  may  be  issued  : 

That  It  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  raise  by  taxes,  psyibleifi 
the  bills  emitted  pursuant  lo  the  act  aforesaid,  or  in  specie,  their  resMctiTe 
^piotaa  of  S;OOQ,OOQ  of  dollars,  agreeable  to  the  apportionment  of  October 
7tb,  ir7%  and  pay  the  sane  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  u  soob 
as  possible ;  the  pavment  to  be  fully  completed  by  the  last  day  of  Decenbrr 
next,  each  state  to  be  allowed  interest  for  the  same,  from  the  time  it  is  pud, 
Aobeber«after  adjusted,  according  to  the  resolution  of  October  6th,  1779: 
.  That  ndor-general  Greene,  late  quarter-uaater  general,  and  Jerewik 
Wadswoctn,  late  commissary -general  of  purchases,  an4  the  present  connii- 
aary^|[eneral  of  purchases,  respectivelyi  render  an  account  to  the  board  if 
treasury  of  the  amount  of  the  moneys  due  from'them,  on  certificates  or  other- 
vise,  on  public  M^count,  specifying  the  sum  due  in  each  state,  in  order  tUt 
wanrifits  may  issue  in  their  favor  on  the  treasurers  of  such  states,  tot  pij* 
ment  of  the  same,  out  of  the  moneys  to  be  collected  for  the  United  States,  tt 
aforesaid^  which  warrants  being  paid,  shall  be  accepted  by  the  treiMrer,tft- 
wards  such  state's  quota  of  the  moneya^to  be  raised  as  aforesaid ;  and  it  s 
further  reooaimended  to  such  states  to  provide  that  the  certificata  of  ^ 
said  quarter-master  and  commissaries,  and  those  who  purchaied  w^ 
them,  be  received  in  payment  of  the  said  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  nek  w- 
nnts,  under  proper  regulations  for  preventing  fhiud. 

And  to  iireveDtlihepossibility  ofany  depreciation  in  the  bills  tabeeniited 
agreeably  to  the  act ot  the  18th  of  March  aforesaid,  that  it  bemostevaestl^ 
recommended  to  the  several  states  not  to  issue  bills  of  credit  for  acsrrencr 
Wk  any  consideration  whatever  to  a  greater  amount  than  their  respective  qoo* 
taa  of  the  new  bills  aUted  in  the  act  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  buls  of  citdit 
onitted  by  any  of  die  states  aince  the  first  day  of  January  last  sD<t  i^<^' 
ble  in  specie  af  par,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  prftportion  of  the  mooejre- 
aerred  by  the  said  act  of  the  ISth  of  March,  to  tne  use  of  the  state. 

Jtoofased,  That,  all  and  singular,  the  creditors  of  these  United  S^^^.*!"! 
supplies  furnished  the  army,  or  the  transportatbn  thereof,  shall  be  <".^'^'^ 
ifto  receive  the  just  value  of  the  sums  due  to  then  respectively,  ia  the  bimn 
credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  tiie  18th  of  March  laat^  tiM  value  vnM 
aums  due  to  be  ascertained  according  to  the  current  value  of  cootineota)  ww 
of  credit  compared  with  specie  at  the  time  the  money  became  dae.  at  ^ 
place  where  tne  supplies  were  furnished ;  provided  the  same  do.  not  escrr 
AhefMrioea  fixed  for  such  supplies,  by  tiie  act  of  the  25th  of  February  last,  i^ 
a  proportionate  value  for  services  done,  and  articlea  furnished,  aat  '"^^^!j 
in  the  said  act ;  but  if  the  nominal  sum,  in  continental  curreocy,  ^^ .  ^ 
J(Mr,  when  reduced  to  specie  value  aa  aforesaid,  shall  exceed  the  fixto  p^ 
aforesaid,  the  creditor  shall  be  entitied  to  receive  the  amount  ofthe  ^V^\ 
furnished  or  services  done,  at  the  said  fixed  or  proportionate  P^^lt?.   r 
new  bills  aloresaid,  or  the  nominal  sum  contracted  for  in  contiaeotil  bil»  ^ 
credit,  and  no  more,  at  his  election :  r      d 

That  tiie  accounts  being  duly  examined  and  adjusted  by  the  rvle  v<<^J^ 
%y  oommisaioners  that  oMy  be  appointed  agreeably  to  the  resolatioD  w 
12tii  of  June  last,  loacttle  OieacMBoti  of  oAeera  «f  tiie  8Uirdepart0»^o^^ 
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the  several  gtates,  or  bj  the  officer  who  made  the  contract,  or  by  whom  the 
{lajraent  is  to  be  made,  the  same  shall  be  oaid,  or  a  certificate  {;iyeD,  for  the 
autn  justlj  due,  certifyiDjc  that  the  same  nas  been  duly  examined  and  ad- 
justed, agreeably  to  the.  directions  aforesaid  ;  and  if  paid  in  the  new  bills, 
the  interest  on  the  said  bills  shall  be  computed  to  the  date  of  such  certificate : 

That  all  debU  due  to  the  United  States  for  monies  received  for  their  use, 
or  otherwise*  within  any  of  these  states,  shall  be  paid  according  to  the  just 
value  of  the  money  when  it  was  received,  or  became  due,  to  be  ascertained 
as  aforesaid.  « 

/Resolved,  That  Ihe  council  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  informed^ 
that  the  French  army  was  not  considered  in  the  general  estimate  of  supplies 
called  for  by  Congress,  and  that  therefore,  the  state  cannot^  credited  on 
its  quota  for  such  articles  as  it  may  furnish  to  our  allies. 

'    MONDAY,  Jhigugt  £8,  ir80. 

Xfsotved,  That  the  quarter-master  general  be  and  hereby  is  authorized 
and  directed  to  make  sale  of  all  buildings  and  other  property  belonging  ta 
the  United  States  under  his  care,  which,  in  his  opinion,  are  not  wanted  for 
pobiic  ose»  and  render  an  account  of  such  sales  to  the  board  of  treasury, 
that  he  mar  be  charsed  with  the  money  arising  thereon. 

Resolvta^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  conncil  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut  to  supply,  on  the* account  of  that  state's  auota,  Solomon  South- 
wick,  deputy -commissary  gen.  of  issues,  with  250  barrels  of  flour,  on  or  before 
the  last  of  Sept.  next ;  for  which  the  said  Solomon  Southwtck  is  to  be  ae* 
countable,  to  enable  him  to  replace  what  he  hath  borrowed  on  public  account. 

TUESDAY,  August  29,  1780. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  for  Massachusetts-Bay : 

Heiolved^  That  Thomas  Waller  and  Peter  Boyer  be  ap|>ointed  in  addi- 
tion to  Nathaniel  Appleton  and  Joseph  Henderson,  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  any  one  of  them  to  endorse  the  bills  that  shall 
be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  ^ 
Cuiigress  of  the  18th  day  of  March  last. 

WEDNESDAY,  jatugust  30,  1780. 

Mr.  Theodorick  Bland,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  from  that  state,  which  were  read.' 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Pesoivedj  That  major  Joseph  Eayres  and  captain  Nathaniel  Chapman,  wfa^ 
have  been  employed  at  Springfield,  in  the  department  of  the  commissary -gen- 
eral of  military  stores  ;  major  Charles  Lukens,  at  Carlisle,  and  captatn-fieu- 
teoant  E.  Gocffrey,  at  Philadelphia,  be  excused  from  further  service. 

Resolved^  That  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe  be  prepared  by  the  board 
of  treasury,  to  be  drawn  on  the  honorable  Benjamin  Franklin,  to  the  amount 
of  29.105  dollars  specie ;  and  that  the  same  bills  be  transmitted  to  John 
Bradford,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  John  Garcia  Doarti,  in  full  payment  of  the 
£  18,441  13s.  4i.  due  to  him  in  continental  money  on  the  11th  Mar,  1778. 

Conrress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tne  merao" 
rial  of  William  Murray;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  president  and  privy  council  of 
the  state  of  Delaware,  to  permit  William  Murray,  master  of  tne  schooner 
Betney  and  Nancy,  of  Bermudas,  to  export,  in  the  said  vessel,  to  the  value 
of  the  present  cargo  of  salt  by  him  imported  into  and  sold  in  that  sti^te,  in 
flour,  Indian-corn,  or  other  produce  for  the  use  of  the  distressed  inhabitants 
of  the  said  island ;  taking  security  from  hlin  that  the  same  shall  not  be  ap* 
plied  to  any  other  use. 
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FRIDAY,  SepUmber  1,  1780. 

Be$olved,  That  Jacob  Hiltzheimer  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  40  doUtrs 
per  monthy  in  the  new  carrencjr»  emitted  purenant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
March,  for  his  serrice  in  providing  for  the  horses  under  h»  care,  to  coa- 
nence  from  the  l6th  of  Februarj,  1780;  and  that  be  be  allowed  600  dol- 
lars in  the  said  currency  for  his  services  previous  to  that  time. 

Resolved^  That  what  is  now  due,  or  that  maj  hereafter  l>ecome  due  for 
keeping  the  said  horses,  be  paid  to  the  said  Jacob  Hiltzheimer  by  the  re»- 
pective  owners ;  that  duplicate  receips  be  taken  for  the  same,  one  of  which 
to  be  lodeed  with  the  auditor -|;eiieral :  that  the  said  J.  Hiltzheimer  be 
charged  with  the  monies  so  received,  and  apply  the  same  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  keeping  the  said  horses ;  any  former  resolution  to  the  contivy 
Dotwithstandina;. 

Resolvedt  That  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  as  they  are  broa^i  into 
the  loan-offices,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  list, 
be  immediately  struck  through  with  a  circular  punch  of  one  inch  ditoeto', 
to  be  afterwards  examined  and  burned,  as  Congress  shall  direct. 

TUESDAY,  September  5,  1780. 

'    Retolvedt  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to 

prepare  loan-office  certificates,  agreeably  to  the  underwritten  form,  to  the 

amount  of  1,000,000  of  dollars,  equal  in  value  to  specie  ;  and  that  the  boird 

have  power  to  stop  the  issuing  all  loan-office  certificates  under  former  reodo- 

tions  of  Congress,  so  soon  as  the  present  are  prepared  to  issue ;  and  thitill 

moneys,  after  that  period  loaned,  shall  be  loaned  and  received  at  specie  valoe. 

Dollars.  Number. 

The  United  States  of  America  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  nlie  of 

Spanish  milled  dollars  from  which  they  promise  to  pay  to  the 

said  or  bearer,  in  specie  or  other  current  monej  equivakat,  on  the 

day  of       with  interest  annually,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  aoDom* 

agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  passed  the  5th  day  of  Septeodier,  1780. 

Witness  my  hand,  this  day  of  Anno  Dioaiini 

WEDNESDAY,  September  6,  1780. 

Coongress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  to  wImo 
were  referred  the  instructions  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maiylaod  to  their 
delegates  in  Congress,  respecting  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  the  d^ 
daration  therein  referred  to,  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  New-York  on  the 
same  subject,  and  the  remonstrance  of  the  general  assembly  of  VirgiDiai 
which  report  was  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  following : 

That  having  duly  considered  the  several  matters  to  them  submitted,  thej 
conceive  it  unnecessary  to  examine  into  the  merits  or  policy  of  the  instruc- 
tions or  declaration  of  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  or  of  the  remeq* 
atrance  of  the  seneral  assembly  of  Virginia,  as  they  involve  qoeslioDS,  a 
discussion  of  which  was  declined  on  mature  consideration,  when  the  trticics 
of  confederation  were  debated ;  nor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  cia 
suck  questions  lie  now  revived  with  any  prospect  of  conciliation;  that  >t 
appears  more  advisable  to  press  upon  those  states  which  can  remove  the 
embarrassments  respectins  the  western  country,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a 
portion  of  their  territorial  claims,  since  tliey  cannot  be  preserved  entire 
without  endangering  the  stability  of  the  general  confederacy ;  to  remiou 
them  how  indispensably  necessary  it  is  to  e&tablbh  the  federal  onion  on  a 
fixed  and  permanent  basis,  and  on  principles  acceptable  to  all  its  respectite 
members ;  how  essential  to  public  credit  and  confidence,  to  the  support  ot 
our  army,  to  the  vigour  of  our  councils  and  success  of  our  measures*  to  <Mir 
tranquillity  at  homci  our  reputation  abroad,  to  our  very  existeuce  li  >  '^^' 
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90verei|cn  and  independent  |)eo|>le  ;  that  thej  are  fnily  persuaded  the  wisdum 
of  the  reapectiTe  legislatures  will  lead  them  to  a  full  and  impartial  conside- 
ration of  a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  United  States,  and  so  necessary  to 
the  happj  establishment  of  the  federal  union ;  that  tbej  are  confirmed  in 
these  expectations  by  a  review  of  the  beforementioned  act  of  the  legislature 
of  New -York,  submitted  to  their  consideration ;  that  this  act  is  expressly 
calculated  to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance,  bj  removing,  as  far  as  depeiids 
on  that  state,  the  impediment  arising  from  the  western  country,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  yield  op  a  portion  of  territorial  claim  for  the  general  benefit ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  copies  of  the  several  papers  referred  to  the  committee  be 
transmitted,  with  a  copy  of  the  n'port,  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states, 
and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  those  states,  who  have  claims  to  the 
western  country,  to  pass  such  laws,  and  give  their  delegates  in  Congress 
such  powers  as  may  effectually  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final  ratifica- 
tion of  the  articles  of  confederation  ;  and  that  the  legislature  of  Maryland 
be  earnestly  requested  to  authorize  ^eir  delegates  in  Congress  to  subscribe 
the  said  articles. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  captain  Alexander  Lawson  Smith,  of  the 
re^ment  formerly  Rawling's,  be  accepted. 

THURSDAY,  8eptember  7,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  depreciation  of  the  money  received  by  the  ofiicers  of 
the  army  not  beloneing  to  the  quota  of  any  state,  be  settled  at  the  rate  fixed 
for  the  payment  of  loan-office  certificates,  by  a  resolution  of  the  18th  of 
June  last. 

FRIDAY,  September  8,  1780* 

Resolved,  That  magazines  of  provisions  and  forage  for  15,000  men  for  6 
months,  be  immediately  providea  and  laid  up  for  the  southern  army : 

That  two-thirds  of  the  flour  and  beef  required  from  Maryland,  by  the  re* 
solution  of  the  S5th  of  February  last,  be  retained  in  that  state,  for  the  above 
pmrpose,  and  stored  at  some  safe  and  convenient  places  on  or  near  navigable 
water. 

Resolved,  That  North-Carolina  furnish  magazines  of  forage,  flour  and 
salted  provisions  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  to  be  stored  at  such  conve« 
nient  places  as  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department  shall 
appear  most  eligible : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  to  use 
^^^17  ^^^''^^'^  possible  to  fill  up  her  quota  of  continental  troops : 

That  the  executive  authority  of  Vii^nia  be  requested  to  equip  and  hasten 
forward  the  troops  raised  and  now  raisins  in  that  state,  as  mentioned  in 
governor  Jefferson's  letter  to  Congress  of  Uie  3d  instant : 

That  the  state  of  Maryland  be  earnestly  requested  to  complete  and  for- 
ward to  the  southern  array,  her  quota  of  regular  troops,  as  formerly  as- 
certained. 

SATURDAY,  September  9, 1780, 

Resolved,  That  the  ship  Chase,  now  lying  at  Baltimore,  be  stripped  of 
her  sails,  risjging  and  other  furniture,  and  her  hull  and  cargo  sold  at  public 
sale  under  the  £rection  of  the  commercial  committee. 

Resolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  no  interest  be  com- 
puted on  the  new  bills  that  shall  be  received  by  the  officers,  soldiers  and 
seamen  of  the  army  and  navy,  for  their  pay  or  subsistence. 

MONDAY,  September  11, 1780. 

Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New -Hampshire,  attended  and 
produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read. 


518  JOURNALS  OF  OONGBESS*  1780. 


Jiesolvedj  That  the  state  of  Virpnia  be  requested  to  funinh  her  qnoUof 
tQpplies  as  speedilj  as  may  be,  agreeably  to  the  reqnisitioo  of  Congrctt  oC 
the  25th  of  February  last,  with  an  addition  of  5000  barrels  of  floor,  to  be 
dep<isited  in  magazines  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  comouuidiDg  oftcer 
in  the  southern  department  shall  direct. 


Besolved,  Tliat  the  expediency  of  immediately  sendiiu;  forward  to  fiie 
southern  army  a  corps  of  artillery  and  a  reinforcement  ofcaTalry  and  ndi 
other  force  as  can  be  spared  from  the  main  army,  be  referred  to  the  con* 
mander  in  chief. 

TUESDAY,  Sepiember  13.  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  9th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  inclosing  a  letter  4( 
the  8th,  from  major-gen.  R.  Howe,  Und  also  a  letter  of  the  8th,  from  hrip* 
dier  John  Nixon,  requesting  leave,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health,  to 
resign;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  the  resignation  of  brigadier  John  Nixon,  be  accepted,  oa 
account  of  his  ill  state  of  health. 

Nine  states,  exclusive  of  the  states  interested,  not  being  represented: 

Xesolved,  Tlwt  the  order  of  the  day,  to  proceed  to  hear  ana  exandne  ioto 
and  finally  determine  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to  jnriidictioo 
between  the  three  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachnsetts-Bar,  and 
New- York,  respectively,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  have  passeo  ndi 
laurs  as  are  mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  the  S4th  of  September  ud 
the  2d  of  October  last,  on  the  one  part ;  and  the  people  of  the  aisttict  toot- 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  the  riTew-Hampehire  Grants,  who  claim  to  be  t 
separate  jurisdiction,  on  the  other,  in  the  mode  prescribed  id  and  by  die  nid 
resolutions ;  be  postponed  till  Thursday  next,  and  that  the  members  in  town 
be  notified  to  attend  the  house  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  IS,  1780. 

Besolved,  That  the  officers  and  others  nndermention'ed,  be  allowed  bj  the 
year  the  sums  following,  that  is  to  say. 

Judges  ot  the  court  of  appeals  in  cases  of  capture,  each,  9250  dollars ;  se- 
cretary of  Congress,  2000  dollars ;  chaplains  of  Congress,  each,  400  dollars ; 
commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  and  commiasionert  of  tlie 
board  of  treasury  and  admiralty,  each,  1850  dollars ;  treasurer,  2000  dollars; 
auditor-general,  1750 dollars;  assistant  auditor-general,  1200  dollars; com- 
missioners of  the  chambers  of  accounts,  each,  1500  dollars ;  auditors  of  ac- 
counts at  the  army,  each,  besides  a  ration  of  provisions  and  forage  for  ahorse, 
while  with  the  army,  1200  dollars ;  treasurer  of  loans,  900  dollars;  post- 
master eeneral,  1000  dollars ;  secretary  and  comptroller  of  the  post-oSce, 
500  dollars;  interpreter  and  translator  of  foreign  languages,  600  dollars; 
secretary  of  the  board  of  war,  1500  dollars ;  secretary  of  the  board  (^  ord- 
nance, who  is  pav^master  of  the  boi^rd  of  war  and  ordnance,  900  dollars ; 
secretary  to  the  board  of  treasury,  1 100  dollars ;  secretary  of  the  board  of 
admiralty,  1100  dollars;  deputy  secretary  of  Coneress»  1000  dollars;  mes- 
senger and  door-keeper  to  Con^sa,  each,  400doiUrs. 

Besolvedf  That  the  said  saLanes  and  wages  be  paid  quarterly,  for  dte  tioM 
of  attendance  and  service,  in  specie  or  other  current  money  equivalent 

Besolved,  That  when  it  is  necessary  tiiat  persona  be  employed  nn«ler  a^ 
of  the  boards  on  public  accounts,  for  temporary  purposes,  they  be  paid  svco 
wages  as  are  suitable  to  the  service ;  always  taking  care  that  they  be  rotaia- 
ed  no  longer  than  necessity  shall  require. 

THURSDAY,  SepUmier  14, 1780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  account  of  Mor- 
decai  Sheftall,  having  reporb^. 
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That  the  csharge  in  tlie  said  account  against  the  United  States,  for  a  share 
^  the  brigantine  Hinchinbrook,  pressed  into  the  public  service^  by  order  of 
the  governor  of  Georgia,  and  lost  in  Savannah  river,  is  in  the  predicament  of 
a  namber  of  other  cases,  and  must  therefore  depend  upon  some  future  general 
provision. 

Mesolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

FRIDAY,  September  15,  1780. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissarj-general  of  prisoners ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Abraham  Skinner  was  elected,  having  been 
previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major-general  for  the  Maryland 
line  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  brigadier-general  Smallwood  was  elected, 
havioE  been  previously  nominated  by  Sir.  Henry. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  directors  of 
the  baif  k  of  Philadelphia,  apply  to  the  said  directors,  and  reauest  them  to  pur- 
chase 500  head  of  cattle,  in  lieu  of  part  of  the  flour  cnjpiged  by  them  to  Con- 
gress^ or  to  furnish  the  commissary -general  with  sufficient  money  to  purchase 
the  said  cattle,  for  which  the  commissary-general  is  to  be  accountable ;  a 
duplicate  receipt  to  be  taken  and  lodged  with  the  treasury  board. 

Kesolved^  Tnat  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  the  states  of  New-HaippshirOi 
Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Connecticut,  be  called  upon  to  furnish,  weekly, 
JOOO  head  of  cattle,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit : 

Connecdcot,       ...  539 

1000 
resolution  be  forwarded  by  express  to 
the  said  states  repectively,  and  that  the  president,  in  his  letter,  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  immediate  and  full  compliance  therewith,  and  the  fatal  conse- 
quences which  must  fall  upon  the  army,  in  case  of  failure  in  either. 

Hesolved,  That  the  states  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware, 
be  requested,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  furnish  for  an  immediate  supply 
to  die  army,  the  following  number  of  cattle,  to  wit : 


New-Harapthire,  -  •  76 

llasnchutett»-Bfty,         -  -  315 


Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above 


New-Jeney,  •  -  275 

Pennsylvama,  -  -  1251 


Delaware,  -  -  -  530 

2056 


That  for  defrayine  the  expenses  of  ftrwarding  the  said  cattle  to  the  army, 
from  the  states  of  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Connecticut, 
(for  m  weekly  supply,)  warrants  be  drawn  monthly  upon  the  loan-offices  of 
the  said  states,  in  favor  of  the  commissary -|;eneral,  until  the  further  order  of 
Congress,  in  money  of  the  new  emission,  viz. 

On  the  loan-office  for  the  state  of  New- Hampshire,  for  1418  2-3  dollars ; 
Massachusetts- Bay,  7186  52-3  dollars ;  Connecticut,  5030  2-3  dollars. 

And  for  defraying  the  eipenses  of  forwarding,  for  an  immediate  supply, 
the  cattle  from  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  that  warrants  be 
drawn  on  the  loan-offices  of  the  said  states,  in  favor  of  the  commissary -ge- 
neral, for  the  following  sums,  in  money  of  the  new  emission,  vi2u 

On  the  loan-officer  of  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  for  550  dollars;  Pennsyl- 
Tsnia,  2819  dollars ;  Delaware,  1236  dollars. 

And  that  the  commissary -general  be  authorized,  in  case  any  of  the  said 
states  have  not  received  their  money  of  the  new  emission,  to  apply  to  the 
executive  of  the  Mid  states,  who  are  requested  to  advance  him,  upon  the  said 
warrants,  an  equivalent  in  other  money. 

MONDAY,  SepUmher  18, 1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Remvedy  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and 
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empowered  to  send  to  the  commissionen  of  the  loan*office  in  MissichuseiU' 
Bay,  or  to  anj  other  commissioner  in  anj  other  state*  such  of  the  bilU  of 
exchange  drawn  on  the  hon.  John  Jav,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unib 
ed  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  reserved  in  parsuance  of  the  resolutim 
of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  April  last,  for  the  use  of  prisoners  of  war,  as  1h«j 
shall  judge  expedient,  ordering  the  said  bills  to  be  sold  for  specie,  on  tenos 
to  be  prescribed  bj  the  board,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  applied  in  tht 
same  manner  as  is  directed  by  another  resolution  of  CongresSi  ptased  the 
2dd  day  of  August  last 

TUESDAY,  September  19,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiarr  of 
Trance,  was  read,  informing  Congress  that  he  is  about  to  leave  rhiiadeipliit, 
and  to  be  absent  for  some  weeks ;  but  that  Mr.  Marbois  will  remiio  here  is 
quality  of  his  majesty's  charge  des  affaires,  and  hoping  that,  from  his  knim 
attention  to  matters  relative  to  the  embassy.  Congress  will  grant  him  their 
confidence;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  president  inform  the  minister  of  France,  that,  id  kb 
absence,  they  will  readily  continue  their  intercourse  with  the  embissjofhis 
most  Christian  majesty,  throagh  Mr.  Marbois,  as  his  majesty's  charge  dcf 
affaires,  in  whose  abilities  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  court  of  ^ruce 
and  those  of  the  United  States  they  have  just  confidence. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  to  fvhom  was  referred  the  letter,  of  tke 
10th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read  ;  Whereupon,    • 

Resolved^  That  it  t>e  recommended  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Baj,  t» 
take  effectual  measures  for  procuring,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  a  quaotitjsf 
salted  beef  and  pork,  arrived  in  that  state  in  sundry  prizes  captnred  fron 
the  enemy;  and  that  the  state  t>e  informed  that  Congress  will  draw  upon  the 
loan-officer  in  the  said  state  for  payment  of  the  same,  out  of  the  oevbi//f 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved^  That  the  order  of  the  day,  to  proceed  to  hear  and  eximis^  into 
and  finally  determine  the  disputes  and  differences  relative  to  jurisdictios be- 
tween the  three  states  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  New- 
York,  respectively,  or  such  of  them  as  have  passed  such  laws  as  are  men- 
tioned in  the  resolutions  of  the  d4th  of  September  and  2d  of  October  last, on 
the  one  part,  and  the  people  of  the  district  commonly  known  by  the  aancof 
the  New- Hampshire  6rants,  who  daim  to  be  a  separate  jurisdictioD,oD  the 
other,  be  postponed  till  six  o'clock.  * 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  New-Tork, 

Ordpredf  That  the  secretary  notify  Messrs.  Ira  Allen,  Stephen  R.  Brad- 
ley, Luke  Knoalton,  and  coL  Olcott,  to  attend  this  afternoon,  on  the  hear- 
ing of  the  question  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tract  of  countiy  com- 
monly called  the  New-jEIami»hire  Grants. 

Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Congress  met,  according  to  adjournment^  and  proceeded  to  hear,  &c*  the 
persons  notified  attending,  when  the  following  papers  were  read : 

The  act  of  the  state  of  New- York,  passed  October  21  s^  1779,  and  the  act 
of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  of  November,  1779,  both  passed  pursnaot  to 
the  resolutions  ot  Congress  of  September  £4th  and  October  2d  : 

A  commission  to  Ira  Allen  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  es^rs.  dated  Ango^i 
16th,  1 780,  signed  Thomas  Chittenden,  under  a  seal  in  the  instrument,  called 
the  seal  of  the  state  of  Vermont : 

An  appointment  of  Luke  Knoulton,  as  afent.  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Cumberland  county,  at  a  convention  of  the  committees  ofthe  said  coaot/» 
Brattleborottgh»  August  30^  1780,  and  signed  John  Seigeant,  chairmsor  pro 
tempore. 
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Kn  appoiottneDt  of  Peter  O&cott  and  Bazaleel  Woodward,  esqre.  agenta 
{rem  the  towna  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  both 
sides  of  Connecticut  river,  being  part  of  a  district  known  by  the  name  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  pursuant  to  a  vote  of  a  convention  of  members  from  the 
said  towns,  November  17^  1779,  signed  Joseph  Marsh,  chairman  of  the  said 
convention,  and  dated  New-Hampshire  Grants^  January  1, 1789. 

The  delegates  of  New- York,  as  agents  for  the  state,  delivered  in  sundry 
papers,  which  were  read,  with  an  intent  to  prove  that  the  land  known  bj  Im 
name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river, 
is  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  New- York  ;  that  the  state  of  New-Bamp- 
sbire  have  acknowled|^  this,  and  that  the  people  on  the  said  tract  have  been 
represented  in  the  legislature  of  New^York  since  the  year  1764. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  20,  1780. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  and  supreme  execu- 
tive council  of  the  state  of  Yireinia,  to  be  prepared  to  march  the  convention 
troops  from  Albemarle  barracKs,  by  the  way  of  Winchester,  to  fort  Frede- 
rick, in  the  state  of  Maryland,  upon  an  invasion  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  in 
case  the  conjuncture  of  affairs  should  render  the  measure  necessary. 

That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  take  measures  for  the  march  of  the 
new-raised  regiment  of  Maryland,  by  such  route  as  they  may  judge  most 
expedient  for  the  public  service ;  ancf  if  from  circumstances  it  shall  Mcome 
necessary,  that  they  be  empowered  to  halt  the  said  regiment  st  such  places 
as  will  t>est  serve  to  cover  the  march  of  the  convention  troops. 

That  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  be  requested  to  take  eventnal 
measures  for  providing  magazines  of  provisions,  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
fgrt  Frederick,  for  the  supply  of  the  convention  troops. 

That  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  be  informed,  that  Congress  will 
use  every  exertion  to  su|)ply  them  with  tents  and  a  number  of  arms,  for  the 
iiae  of  their  respective  militia ;  and  that  at  the  same  time  it  be  recommended, 
in  the  strongest  manner,  to  the  said  states,  to  leave  no  steps  untried  which 
may  have  a  tendency  to  furnish  these  important  and  necessary  articles* 

Coneress  proceecled  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  parties  being  present  as 
yesterday,  except  the  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Hampsliire,  who  wa» 
absent  tnrough  sickness;  when  the  state  of  New-York,  by  its  delegates, 
proceeded  in  stating  evidence  to  prove  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  tract  oC 
country  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  west  of  Connec- 
ticut nver,  as  part  of  the  state  or  colony  of  New  York,  were  duly  represent- 
ed  in  and  submitted  to  the  authority,  jurisdiction  and  government  of  the 
Congress  and  convention  of  the  said  state,  till  late  in  the  year  1777 ;  and 
that,  therefore,  the  people  inhabiting  the  sud  tract  of  country  have  no  rigjht 
to  a  separate  and  independent  jurisdiction. 

THURSDAY,  SepUmber  SI,  1780l 

The  committee  on  the  letters  from  gen.  Washington,  brought  in  a  farther 
Import;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  send  imme- 
diately to  tiie  main  army,  500  head  of  neat  cattle,  over  and  above  the  anan' 
tity  of  meat  reouired  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th  February  last ;  ana  that 
the  state  be  informed,  that  Congress  will  draw  upon  the  loan-officer  in  the 
said  state  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  out  of  tlie  new  bills  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States : 

And  in  case  the  full  quota  of  each  state,  respectively,  shall  not  be  enlisted 
and  brought  into  the  field  by  the  first  day  of  December  next,  that  until  re- 
cruits for  the  war  shall  be  obtained,  the  deficiencies  be  supplied  by  the  states 
respectively,  by  men  to  serve  for  not  less  than  one  year,  alter  they  join  the 
army  ,unless  sooner  relieved  by  the  recruits  inlisted  for  the  war. 
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FRIDAY,  September  22,  1780. 

Mr.  Plater,  a  delegate  from  Marjland,  attended  and  took  his  seat  ia 
Congress. 

SATURDAY,  SepUmber  25,  1780. 

The  delegates  from  South -Carolina  havinc  informed  Congress  that  there 
were  ^ood  gnrands  to  believe  that  a  number  of  respectable  citizens  of  Soath- 
Carolina,  prisoners  of  war  bj  the  capitulation  of  Charieston,  were  seized  tod 
confined  on  board  a  ship  of  war : 

Ordered,  That  the  commander  in  chief  send  a  ftag  to  sen.  sir  Henrj  Clin- 
ton, and  enquire  whether  sach  arrests  and  confinements  have  been  made,  tod 
for  what  reasons. 

A  memorial  of  Robert  Morris,  merchant,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others, 
owners  of,  and  of  the  oncers  and  seamen  belonging  to,  the  schooner  Lifing' 
ston,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Robert  Morris  be  and  herebj  is  empowered  to 
prosecute,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the  benefit  of  bimself 
and  all  others  interested  in  the  said  schooner,  and  at  their  expense,  the 
right  which  the  United  States  may  have  acquired  to  the  share  of  a  prize 
made  bj  the  said  schooner,  in  consort  with  two  or  three  other  vessels. 

MONDAY,  September  25,  1780. 

Besolved,  That  each  commissionerof  the  respective  navjr-boards  be  alloir- 
ed  the  sum  of  1500  dollars  per  annam. 

The  clerks  of  the  several  boards  and  offices  each  according  to  his  merit 
and  services,  to  be  determined  by  the  commissioners  of  the'respective  boardi, 
not  exceeding  500  dollars  ;  and  the  salary  of  the  clerks  of  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  Congress,  to  be  fixed  by  the  secretary,  not  exceeding  500  dol- 
lars ;  the  salaries  so  fixed  to  be  reported  to  Congress,  and  transmitted  to  tfte 
board  of  treasury ;  the  above  salaries  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  ti  Ao§e 
agreed  to  on  the  13th  instant. 

PLAN  OF  THE  INSPECTING  AND  MUSTEMNG  DEPARTMENT. 

Whereas  the  institution  of  this  department  hath  been  found  of  great  otilj- 
ty  to  the  armies  of  these  United  States;  and  experience  hath  shewn  that  it 
may  be  rendered  still  more  useful  by  an  extension  of  its  powers  and  objects: 
therefore,' 

Resolved,  That  the  former  establishment,  by  a  resolution  of  the  1^  of 
February,  1779,  and  ait  subsequent  resolutions  relative  thereto,  be  repealed; 
and  the  department  hereafter  have  the  following  form,  powers  and  privilej^: 

There  shall  be  an  inspector-general  with  the  main  army  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress,  who  shall  be  allowed  two  secretaries, 
in  addition  to  the  aids  he  is  alTowed  in  the  line  of  the  army,  to  be  takeo 
from  the  tine  of  captains  and  subalterns^  who  shall  receive,  in  additios  to 
their  pay,  6  dollars  per  month. 

There  shall  be  one  assistant  inspector-general  with  the  main  arm^,  who 
shall  be  adjutant-general  for  the  time  being,  and  shaU  receive,  in  addition  to 
his  pay,  10  dollars  per  month ;  and  one  to  everv  separate  army,  when  cod- 
sisting  of  two  or  more  divisions,  who  shall  be  the  deputy  adjutant-geoenlf 
and  shall  receive,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  8  dollars  per  month.  ^ 

There  shall  be  one  inspector  to  each  division  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States;  one  to  the  corps  of  caralry,  and  one  to  the  corps  of  artillery;  to  be 
taken,  when  the  service  will  admit,  from  the  line  of  colonels  and  liesteo 
ant-colonels,  who  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  7j  dollan  per 
month,  and  forage  for  three  horses,  including  what  they  are  entitled  to  in  ^^ 
line  of  the  army,  and  one  extra  ration  of  provision,  when  the  state  of  the 
magazines  will  admit« 
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There  shall  be  one  ■ab-impector  to  everj  brigade  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States;  one  to  the  corps  of  cavalry,  and  one  to  the  corps  of  artillery, 
if  thoaght  necessary  by  the  commander  in  chiefs  or  commanding  officer  of  a 
aeparmte  army ;  to  be  taken  from  the  line  of  majors  in  the  brigade,  H'hen  the 
serrice  will  admit,  who  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  tp  their  pay,  5  dollars 
|ier  mcHith,  and  one  extra  ration,  when  the  state  of  the  magazines  will  admit 

The  commander  in  chiet,  and  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  anAy,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  appoint  inspectors  and  sub-inspectors  to  the  militia, 
while  in  actual  senrioe,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  plan,  who  shall  have  the 
same  powers,  privileges  and  emolumeotS)  as  those  serving  with  the  conti- 
Beotal  army. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector-general  tofrsmea  system  of  refla- 
tions for  the  exercise  and  discipline  of  the  troops,  in  the  manual,  evolutions^ 
and  manoeuvres,  for  the  service  of  guards  and  ^attachments,  and  for  all  camp 
and  earrison  duty,  and  if  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief,  and  rati- 
fied Dj  Conjp-ess,  such  regulations  shall  be  enforced,  by  the  orders  of  the 
commander  m  chief  throughout  the  army.    . 

The  assistant  inspectors-general  shall  assist  in  the  general  duties  of  the 
department,  agreeable  to  the  directions  they  shall  receive  from  the  inspector- 
general  (through  the  order  of  the  commander  in  chief)  and  when  the  inspec- 
tor is  not  present,  shall  have  the  chief  direction  of  the  same,  agreeable  to  the 
orders  they  may  receive  as  aforesaid  ;  and  they  shall  nevertheless  continue  to 
perform  their  duties  of  adjutant  and  deputy  adjutant-general. 

The  inspectors  shall  attend  to  the  execution  of  the  regulations  established 
for  the  army  in  their  respective  divisions,  and  in  such  garrisons  as  they  may 
be  ordered  by  the  inspector-general  or  assistant  inspector-general ;  at  all 
times  performing  the  auty  of  adjutant-general  to  the  same ;  and  when  a  de« 
tacbment  of  more  than  one  division  is  sent  from  the  army,  the  eldest  inspector 
of  the  marching  troops  shall  act  as  adjutant-general  to  the  detachment 
.  The  sob-inspectors  shall  do  the  duty  of  majors  of  brigad^  to  the  brigades 
to  which  they  belong,  and  attend  to  the  execution  of  the  regulations  esta- 
blished for  the  army,  in  their  respective  brigades,  and  such  garrisons,  de- 
detachmebts  and  independent  corps,  as  they  shall  be  ordered  by  theinspec- 
tor-fi;eneral,  or  assistant  inspector-general  with  a  separate  army. 

The  inspector-general  and  the  assistant  inspector-general  shall  review 
and  muster  the  troops,  in  service,  once  every  month,  at  which  review  he  or 
they  shall  inspect  the  number  and  condition  of  the  men,  their  discipline,  the 
state  of  their  clothes,  arms,  accoutrements,  and  camp  equipage ;  the  number 
of  rations  they  have  drawn  since  the  last  review ;  reporting  such  soldiers 
and  recruits  as  are  unfit  for  service,  to  the  major-general  or  commander 
of  the  division,  the  brigadier  or  commander  of  a  regiment  detached  from  the 
division  or  brigade  to  which  such  disabled  soldier  may  belong ;  to  be  by 
them,  or  either  of  them,  discharged,  or  transferred  to  the  corps  of  invalids, 
if,  on  examination  of  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  they  shall  be  found  unfit 
for  further  service  in  the  field.  But  no  such  soldier  shall  be  deemed  legally 
dischai]ged  or  transferred,  except  his  discharge  or  transference  is  siened  by 
tlie  major-general,  brigadier  or  commandant  as  aforesaid,  and  a  certificate  of 
his  inability,  specifying  the  nature  of  it,  signed  by  the  surgeon,  is  annexed 
tiiereto;  noting  at  the  same  time  all  alterations* that  have  happened  since 
the  last  review  or  muster,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  in  what  manner,  reporting 
them  with  the  deficiencies,  neglects  and  abuses,  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
or  comm^ding  officer  present,  and  the  board  of  war. 

At  every  muster,  three  rolls  shall  be  made  out  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  each  troop  or  company,  siloed  and  aworn  to  by  him,  one  of  which  rolls 
shall  be  returned  to  him,  certified  by  the  mustering  officer ;  one  shall  be  re- 
tained by  the  mustering  officer ;  the  other  shall  be  certified  and  delivered 
to  the  regimental  pay-master,  to  be  affixed  to  the  pay-rolls. 
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Each  bri|(ade  shtil  be  mustered  bj  its  8ub*ui^ctor»  «nder  thenpchnten- 
dency  of  ike  ioepector  of  the  diTision^  who  shall  be  reaponaible,  with  the 
aub-inipector,  for  the  exactneM  and  fidelitj  of  the  nuiiert ;  aad  io  tike  mtn- 
aer,  all  garrisons,  independent  corps  and  detachments,  shall  be  Mstercd  by 
euch  inspector  or  sub-inspectors,  as  the  insnector-general*  or  assistant  intpec* 
tOTHreneral  with  a  separate  armj^  shall  order. 

Tkt  sub-inspectors  shall  deliver  an  abstract  of  all  aach  musters,  rf gi- 
mentalljr  digested,  to  the  inspector  of  the  division,  who  ahall  digest  then 
into  division  abstracts,  in  the  same  form,  and  transmit  them  to  the  assif Uot 
inspectors-general,  to  be  bj  them  transmitted  to  the  inspector  general,  aa4 
in  a  separate  army  to  the  coromandios;  officer. 

The  inspector-general  shall  transmit,  once  every  month,  a  copy  of  the  ab- 
stract of  the  musters  of  the  whole  army,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  aod  ii* 
other  to  the  board  of  war. 

No  commanding  officer  of  a  redment  shall  mnsier  the  regiment  he  con* 
mands,  but  another  inspector  shall  be  ordered  to  do  that  duty,  by  the  tOBpec- 
tor-eeneral. 

The  assistant  inspector  in  a  separate  army,  shall  do  the  samednties  is 
that  army,  as  the  inspector-general  doth  in  the  main  army,  respectiDg  the 
musters,  according  to  the  directions  he  shall  receive,  and  drdenof  thecsn* 
nunding  officer. 

The  commissary  of  issues  shall  be  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  inspedor-te^ 
neral,  and  assistant  inspector  with  a  separate  army,  an  abatraet,  by  brigioes, 
of  the  rations  actually  issued,  and  of  all  issues  to  all  separate  corps,  gtrii- 
sons  and  detachments. 

All  muster-rolls  shall  be  sworn  to  before  a  general  officer,  or  commsadasi 
oi  a  separate  post  or  detachment,  who  are  hereby  empowered  toadmisister 
the  oatn,  and  certify  it  on  eaCh  muster-roll,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
"  I,  A.  B.  do  swear  that  this  master-roll  is  a  true  state  of  the  compiB/  so^ 
der  my  command,  without  fraud  to  the  United  States,  or  to  any  iadifidttsl, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

**  A.  B.  capt.  lieut.  enaign,  or  comet  commssdH. 

"  Sworn  before  me,  this  day  of  17    ." 

The  mustering  officers  are  empowered  and  directed  to  require  froai  til  ^ 
officers  whose  troops  are  mustered^all  papers  and  vouchers  relative  to  their 
inlistments  and  musters. 

The  inspector  shall  keep  aecounts  with  the  officers  commanding  rcgiioeiits, 
of  all  arms  and  accoutrements  delivered  their  regiments,  and  returned  io  bj 
them.  No  arms  or  accoutrements  shall  be  delivered  without  an  order  fren 
the  inspector  of  the  division,  to  whom  returns  for  arms  and  accoutreaient* 
wanteo  shall  be  made,  in  the  form  directed  in  the  resolution  for  the  order 
and  discipline  of  the  troops  of  these  United  States. 

All  officers  of  the  inspectorship  shall  retain  their  rights  of  command  and 
promotion,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  not  assumed  the  office.  They 
are  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  their  respective  commands,  except  when  tbej 
happen  to  be  the  superior  in  the  division,  brigsde  or  regiment,  to  which  tbej 
belong,  or  when  they  are  appointed  to  execute  any  particolar  service  hj  tbe 
oommander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army ;  and  are  ex- 
empt from  all  common  camp  and  garrison  duty,  that  they  may  attend  to  that 
of  the  inspecting,  as  well  in  time  of  action  as  at  other  times. 

The  inspector*|eoeral,  aa  often  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  tbiok  it 
to  order,  sliall  visit  every  part  of  the  army,  and  review  the  aame,  to  see  thai 
uniformity  prevails  througbont  the  armies  of  these  United  States. 

The  inspector-general  shall  keep  books  in  which  the  returns,  &c.  psasiV 
through  his  office,  shall  be  resistered.  He  shall  be  chamd  with  colleetiop 
in  one  or  mere  volumes^  all  &e  resolves  of  Congress,  and  regalatiuas  ^Sti^ 
board  of  war,  relative  to  the  army% 
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The  traveUtiig  m4  other  incidental  ezpenws  for  the  execotion  of  the  bu* 
siness  of  the  office,  shall  be  settled  by  the  auditors  with  the  army,  upon  such 
prineijales  aa  thail  iM  oatahKihed  by  the  coaraiander  in  chief«anu  paid  oat  of 
the  miiitarj  cheat. 

The  auarler-maaler  general  ehall  fanrish  all  necessary  hooks,  paper.  &c. 
for  the  oepartment. 

Bach  inspector  shall  be  allowed,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  armr  will 
permit,  a  niari|nee  and  common  tent:  each  sub-inspector  a  horseroairs  and 
common  tent ;  tf  not  provided  for  as  officers  in  the  line. 

All  the  relations  respecting  the  objects  of  this  department,  shall  be  final- 
]y  approved  and  established  by  Congress ;  but,  the  exigency  of  the  service 
reqairing  it,  temporarv  ones  may,  fmm  time  to  time,  be  introduced  by  the 
inapeetor-general,  with  the  approbation  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  board  of  war  within  one  month  after  their  introduction ;  that 
beios;  examined  and  reported  to  Congress  by  them,  they  may  be  rejected,  al- 
tered, amended  or  confirmed,  as  Congress  shall  deem  proper. 

Resolved,  That  baron  Steuben  be,  and  herebv  is,  continued  luspector- 
generai  of  the  armies  of  these  United  States,  and  vested  with  power  to  ap- 
peiat  all  officers  necessary  to  carry  the  aforegotns  plan  into  execution,  they 
being  first  approved  of  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

JBesoIeed,  That  the  assistant-inspector  be  allowed  400  dollars  per  month, 
of  the  old  emission^  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  adjutant-s^oeral,  from  the  lat 
day  of  February  last,  to  the  1st  day  of  October  next :  the  inspectors  shall  be 
allowed,  from  the  Ist  dav  of  February  last  to  the  Ist  day  of  October,  SOO  dol- 
lars per  month,  of  the  old  emission,  and  the  sub-inspectors  shall  be  allowed 
300  ooUais  per  month,  of  the  old  emission,  from  the  first  day  of  February 
aforesaid  to  the  first  day  of  October  next,  in  addition  to  the  pay  and  subsist- 
ence to  which  tliey  are  entitled  by  their  respective  ranks. 

The  cemmittee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  May  I2th,  from  Mr.  W. 
Glascock,  and  the  memorial  of  Mr.  G.  Walton,  report : 

That,  in  the  course  of  their  enquiry  respecting  the  business  committed  to 
them,  they  have  conferred  with  his  excellency  Richard  Howley,  the  present 
governor  of  Georgia,  and  been  attended  by  Mr.  George  Seegar,  clerk  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  said  state,  and  have  obtained  from  each  of  them  a 
state  of  facts  to  which  they  beg  leave  to  refer ;  that  it  appears  that  the 

£per  containing  the  paragraph  respecting  brigadier-general  M*lntosh,  and 
ted  at  Att];usU,  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  the  30th  day  of  November,  1779, 
and  purporting  in  general  to  be  a  letter  or  address  from  the  assembly  of  that 
state  to  Congress,  did  originate  in  and  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  act  de- 
clarative of  die  sense  of  the  said  assembly ;  and  that  the  same  was  officially 
transmitted  with  other  public  papers,  by  colonel  Walton,  then  governor  of 
that  state,  to  the  president  of  Congress,  and,  together  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  governor  and  council,  contained  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  15th  day  of  February  last,  for  dispensing  with  tiie  services 
of  the  said  brigadier-gen.  M'Intosh,  until  the  further  order  4»f  Congress. 

liegolved.  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  report,  and  of  the  papers  referred  to,  be 
transmitted  to  the  governor  of  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Meeolved,  That  two-thirds  of  the  bdls  ordered  by  the  resolution  of  the  23d 
of  Aogust  last  to  be  sold  for  specie,  for  the  relief  of  prisoners  of  war,  be  now 
disposed  of  under  the  directions  of  the  board  of  war,  for  such  necessary  arti- 
cles of  clothing  or  provisions  as  may,  in  their  opinion;  best  conduce  to  sup- 
ply, in  some  measure,  their  present  wants. 

TUESDAY,  aefUmber  86,  4780. 
Resolvedg  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  George  Sexton  and  Benja- 
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min  Butterfield,  and  ensign  Beaben  Chnrch,  of  colooel  Warner'B  refjineot, 
be  accepted.    * 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitiMi  of  eaytvo  1lMe,ffr 
leaTe  of  absence  to  go  to  sea,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  continae  ia  the  ler* 
Tice,  or  if* that  cannot  be  obtained,  to  have  leaTe  to  remgn,  report, 

That  thej  are  fally  sensible  of  the  merit  and  sendees  of  cant  Sice,  ud 
are  well  assared  he  has  injured  his  circnmatances  eonaidera^  ia  the  ser- 
vice ;  yet  the  granting  his  recinest  for  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  set,  woaM 
introduce  such  a  numfa«r  of  similar  applications,  andwoold  also  crattetidi 
embarrassments  abont  the  exchange,  in  case  of  a  captnre,  that  the  heard  tiiink 
it  would  be  best  to'rqect  the  practice  in  the  first  inatance : 

Eitolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report: 

Be$olvedf  That  the  resignation  of  capt.  Joaeph  Rice,  of  the  4th  ngmaK 
of  artillery,  be  accepted. 


WGDNESDAT,  Stfimher  ST,  1790. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  order  of  the  day  respecting  the  iurisdictiM  ef 
the  tract  of  country  commonly  called  the  iQ^ew-Hampmire  GrSDfi,  all  Ac 

Sarties  beii^g  nresent  except  Ira  Allen  and  Stephen  R.  BradieTy  who  being 
uly  nottfied,  declined  to  attend,  when  the  agent  for  the  state  of  New-Hamp- 
shire proceeded  to  state  evidence  tendinj^  to  prove,  that  the  tract  of  coeotrj 
known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Ghrants,  was  widiin  tiie  state  i    j 
New-Hampshire,  and  that  therefore  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  tract  tf    . 
country,  have  no  right  to  a  separate  and  independent  jurisdictioB.  Tl»    | 

gentlemen  appearing  in  behalf  of  sundry  inhamtants  of  the  said  Giaati    i 
aving  nothing  to  add,  and  pressing  Congreas  to  come  to  a  detemioatioB, 
withcmw. 
Xesolvedj  That  the  farther  considerarion  of  the  snhject  be  poftposed. 
The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Joha  Mi^all, 
delivered  in  a  report  which  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Besohid,  That  copies  of  the  said  letters  attested  bv  the  secretarj  of  Con- 
gress, be  sent  to  the  honcirable  John  Jay,  minister  pienipotentiarT  of  &ese 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid;  and  that  he  be  instructed  to  endea- 
vour to  obtain,  for  the  captors  of  the  Dover  cutter,  the  benefit  intended  bj 
tike  resolve,  passed  in  Congress  on  the  14di  dav  of  October,  1777,  respect- 
ing vessels  belonging  to  British  subjects,  seized  and  bronght  into  any  of  tk 
torts  or  harbours  of  these  United  States,  by  the  master  or  mariners,  and  that 
e  be  informed  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that  the  whole  profit  of  the  captare 
be  divided  among  the  captors. 

FRIDAY.  Sej^enUter  29,  1780. 

iRooIned,  That  until  a  permanent  arrangement  of  the  army  can  he  accon* 
plished,  the  commanding  oScer  of  the  aonthem  army  be  anthorized  to  forn 
into  proper  corps,  under  the  command  of  the  officers  of  the  states  of  Sostii- 
Carolina  and  Gemgia,  who  are  now  at  liberty  to  act,  such  of  the  nan-com- 
missioned officers  and  aolders  of  thoae  states  as  are  or  can  be  cdlected; 
the  said  non-commissioned  officers  and  aoldiera  to  share  the  benefit  of  ait 
supplies  of  pay  and  clothing  and  neceaaaries,  equally  with  the  tioopaof 
other  states. 

SATURDAY,  Si^Umher  30»  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  86th,  from  gen.  Waahington,  waa  read,  cottfinmog  the  ac- 
count given  in  the  letter  of  the  25th,  from  major-cen.  Qreene,  of  thetresfoa- 
able  practices  of  major-gen.  Benedict  Arnold,  and  hia  desertion  to  the  esen/* 

Whereas,  the  late  regulations  fiir  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  geuefsl  ^- 
pital  are  in  many  reqiecta  defioetive;  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  oaoebe 
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ircTised  and  amended,  in  order  that  the  sick  and  wounded  may  be  properlT 
provided  for  and  attended,  and  thebusineaa  of  the  hospiudt  conducted  wita 
x-cffularity  and  economj  ;  therefore, 

Mesolvedt  That  there  be  one  director  of  the  military  hospitals,  who  shall 

laave  the  general  direction  and  superiritendence  of  all  the  hospitals  to  the  north- 

irard  of  North-Carolina ;  that,  within  the  aforesaid  limits,  there  be  three 

ohief  hospital  physicians,  who  shall  also  be  surgeons';  one  chief  phrsician, 

imho  shall  also  be  a  surgeon,  to  each  separate  army ;  fifteen  hospital  physi* 

clans,  who  shall  also  be  surgeons;  twenty  surgeons  mates  for  the  hospitals : 

one  punreTor,  withpne  assistant;  one  apothecary ;  one  assistant  apothecary; 

ajid  to  each  hosptal,  a  steward,  matron,  orderly  men  and  nurses,  as  heretofore : 

That  the  director,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  chief  hospital  physicians, 

be  empowered  and  required,  with  the  adirice  and  consent  of  the  commander 

in  chief,  or  commander  of  a  separate  army,  to  establish  and  res^late  such  a 

nun&ber  of  hospitals,  at  proper  places,  for  the  reception  of  we  sick  and 

woanded  of  the  armr,  as  may  be  found  necessary : 

That  the  director  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  enjoin  the  soToral  chief 
bospital  physicianst  and  other  officers  of  the  hospitals  under  his  superinten- 
dence, to  attend  at  such  posts  or  stations  as  he  may  judge  proper,  and  also 
to  attend  and  perform  such  duties,  at  any  post  or  place,  as  a  change  of  the 
poaitioQ  of  the  armr,  or  other  circumstances,  may  from  time  to  time  make 
necessary,  and  shall  be  required  by  the  commander  in  chief;  and  that,  in 
case  of  any  dispute  concerning  their  seniority  or  precedence,  the  director 
shall  determine  the  same  in  the  first  instance,  the  party  supposing  himself 
Aggrieved  being  at  liberty  to  appeal  for  redress  to  the  medical  committee : 
^Hiat  in  time  of  action,  and  oa  any  other  emergency,  when  the  regjimental 
surgeons  are  not  sufficient  iu  number  to  attend  properly  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  that  cannot  be  removed  to  the  hospitals,  the  director,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, the  nearest  chief  hospital  physician,  be  empowered  and  required,  upon 
request  of  the  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army,  to  send  from  the 
hospitals  under  his  care,  to  the  assistance  of  such  sick  and  wounded,  as  many 
sumonsas  can  possibly  be  spared  from  the  necessary  bubiness  of  the  hospitals : 
'rhat  the  director,  or,  in  his  absence,  two  of  the  chief  hospital  physicians, 
shall  make  out  and  deliver,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  purveyor,  proper  esti- 
mates of  hospital  stores,  medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  and  such  other 
articles  as  may  be  judged  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  hosfHtals ;  also  direct 
the  apothecary  or  his  assistant,  to  prepare  and  deliver  medicines,  instruments, 
dressings,  and  other  articles  in  his  possession  to  the  hospitals  and  surgeons 
of  the  army  and  navy,  as  he  or  they  may  judse  necessary : 

That  the  director  authorize  and  instruct  tne  purveyor  aad  apothecary  to 
supply,  for  the  use  of  the  resimentai  surgeons,  such  medicines  and  refresh- 
ments  as  may  be  proper  for  die  relief  of  me  sick  and  wounded,  before  their 
removal  to  a  generaJ  hospital,  and  to  be  dispensed  under  the  care,  and  at 
the  direction  of  the  chief  physician  of  the  army : 

That  the  director,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  chief  hospital  physicians,  respec- 
tively, be  empowered  occasionally  to  employ  second  mates,  when  the  num- 
ber of  the  sick  shall  increase  so  as  to  make  it  necessary,  and  to  discharge 
them  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  sick  will  admit:  * 

That  the  director,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  chief  hospital  physicians,  respec- 
tively, shall  appoint  a  ward-master  for  each  hospital,  to  receive  the  spare 
r^meiital  arms,  accoutrements  and  clothing  of  each  soldier  admitted  there- 
in, keeping  entries  of  and  givine  receipts  for  every  article  received,  which, 
when  the  soldier  shall  be  discharged,  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the  said 
ward -master  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  such 
soldier  belonged,  or  the  officer  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  convalescents 
from  the  s<iid  hospital ;  or,  in  ctee  ^  the  death  of  the  sdldier,  shall  be  ac- 
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coaoted  for  with,  and  delivered  to  the  quarter-master  of  the  regiaient  t« 
which  the  said  soldier  belonged ;  and  the  ward-maater  shall  receive  aad  be 
accountable  for  the  hospital  clothing,  and  perform  such  other  servtcet  is  the 
chief  hospital  phyaician  shall  direct. 

That  the  director  shall  uiake  returns  of  all  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hoi- 
pitals,  once  every  month,  to  the  medical  committee^  together  with  theniflMt 
and  ranks  of  all  the  officers  and  others  emplojed  in  the  several  hospitals: 

That  the  director  1^  reauired  to  employ  such  part  of  his  time  as  mar  be 
spared  from  the  duties  before  pointed  out  to  him,  in  visiting  ami  prescrilNif 
fer  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  hospitals ;  and  that  he  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  several  officers  in  the  hospital  department,  lod 
arrest,  suspend  and  brine  to  trial,  all  delim|oeot8  withm  the  same: 

That  the  duty  of  the  chief  hospital  physicians  shall  be,  to  do  and  perforn 
all  the  duties  herein  before  enjoined  them  to  do  in  the  absence  of  the  direc- 
tor; to  receive  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  director,  made  and  delivered  to 
them  in  writing,  to  superintend  the  practice  of  physic  and  aovgerr  ia  the  hos- 
pitals put  under  their  particular  care  by  the  director,  or  which,  by  the  order 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commander  of  a  separate  army,  maj  bt 
by  them  established ;  to  see  that  the  hoapital  phyaiciana  and  other  officers 
attending  the  same,  do  their  dntr;  and  make  monthljr  returns  to  the  direc- 
tor, of  the  state  and  number  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospitab  ondcr 
their  care ;  and  also  make  retnma  to  the  director,  and  to  the  medical  coa- 
ittittee,  of  all  delinquent  officers,  in  order  that  they  may  l>e  speedily  reoioved 
or  punished ;  and  to  take  measurea  that  all  such  sick  and  wounded  as  are 
recovered  and  fit  for  duty  be  delivered  weekly  to  the  officer  of  the  gnaii 
to  be  conducted  to  the  army :  when  present  at  any  hospital,  to  issue  oideri 
to  the  proper  officers  for  supplying  them  with  necessaries ;  and  geaerallrja 
the  absence  of  the  director,  to  superintend  and  control  the  bosineas  of  sack 
hospitals,  suspend  delinquent  and  remove  unnecessary  non-commiasiooed 
officers,  making  report  to  the  director;  and,  when  in  their  power,  to  attead 
and  perform  or  direct  all  capital  operations ; 

That  the  hospital  phyaiciana  shall  take  charge  of  aueh  particularliosjpitaU 
as  may  be  assigned  them  by  the  director :  Thev  shall  obey  the  orders  of  t)M 
director,  or  in  nia  absence,  of  the  chief  hospital  physician :  They  shsll  bare 
power  to  suspend  offioers  under  them,  and  to  coimne  other  persons  ia  the 
hospitals  serving  under  their  charge,  for  negligence  or  ill -behaviour,  antl 
the  matter  be  regularly  enauired  into:  They  shall  diligently  attead  to  the 
cases  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  hospitals  under  their  care,  adannister- 
ing  at  all  times  proper  relief,  as  far  as  mav  be  in  their  |M>wer :  Thej  shall 
respectively  give  orders,  under  their  handa,  to  the  assbtant  purveyor  or 
steward  at  the  hospital,  for  the  issuing  provisions  and  atorea,  as  wdl  as  for 
the  procuring  any  other  small  articles  that  the  exigendea  of  the  hospital  isa; 
require,  and  which  the  store  is  not  provided  with,  having  always  a  *^^  f^ 
gard  to  economy,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the  sick  then  to  he  V^^^ 
for :  They  shall  midce  weekly  returns  to  the  nearest  chief  hoapital  pbyaician, 
of  the  state  of  the  hospitals  under  their  respective  care.  . 

The  mates  shall  each  take  charge  ot  and  attend  the  patients  assfow 
them,  and  perform  such  other  duties  aa  shall  be  directea  by  the  director, 
diief  or  other  physicians  and  surgeons. 

The  chief  physician  and  sur^n  of  the  army  ahall  be  subfect  to  theordcr| 
and  control  of  the  director  8  His  duty  shall  be  to  superintend  the  r^m^tii 
surgeons  and  their  mates,  to  see  that  they  do  their  duty :  To  hear  all  con* 
plaints  against  the  said  regimental  surgeons  and  mates,  and  make  re- 
port of  them  to  the  director,  or,  in  hia  absence,  to  the  commander  in  chief  or 
commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  trtal  ^ 
court-martial  for  misbehaviour :  To  draw  fiar  and  receive  from  the  parveror 
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a  suitable  number  of  large  strong  tents,  beck,  beddins  and  hospital  storeSf 
and  from  the  apothecary,  or  his  assistant,  proper  medicines,  for  suck  sick 
and  wounded  persons  as  cannot  be  removed  to  the  general  hospital  with 
aafetj,  or  ma;  be  rendered  fit  for  -dutj  in  a  short  time.  He  shall  al^o  see 
that  the  sick  and  wounded,  while  under  his  care,  are  properly  attended  and 
provided  for, and  conveyed;  when  fit  to  be  removed,  to  the  general  hospital) 
for  which  last  purpose,  he  shall  be  supplied  by  the  quarter-master  general, 
with  a  proper  number  of  convenient  wagons  and  drivers ;  he  shall  have  a 
steward,  wnom  he  is  to  appoint,  to  receive  and  properly  dispense  such  arti- 
(:les  of  diet  and  refreshments  as  shall  be  procurea  for  the  siok ;  and  also 
shall  appoint  such  a  number  of  nurses  and  orderly  men  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  attendance  of  the  sick  and  wounded  under  his  care.  He  shall  cause  ' 
daily  returns  to  be  made  to  him  of  all  the  sick  and  wounded  which  I  Ave  been 
removed  to  the  hospitals,  all  that  remain  in  the  hospital  tents,  all  that  are 
become  fit  for  duty,  all  that  are  convalescent,  and  all  who  may  have  died, 
specifying  the  particular  maladies  under  which  the  ^ick  and  wounded  labour, 
and  shall  make  a  monthly  return  thereof  to  the  director^  who  shall  add  it  to 
his  general  hospital  returns,  to  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  medical  com- 
mitter. 

That  whenever  any  resimental  surgeon  or  mate  shall  be  absent  from  his 
regiment,  without  leave  from  the  chief  physician  and  surgeon  or  commander 
of  the  army  where  his  duty  lies,  the  said  chief  physician  and  surgeon  shall 
have  power  to  remove  such  surgeon  or  mate  and  forthwith  apppint  .another 
in  his  stead. 

f  That  the  purveyor  provide,  or  cause  to  be  provided,  all  hiiepitai  stores, 
medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  utensils,  and  such  other  atitides  as.^aU 
be  prescribed  by  the  written  order  of  the  director,  or  two  of  the  chief  hospital 
physicians,  ai|d  deliver,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered,  upon  written  orders, 
onder  thch^nd  of  the  director,  chiefhospitalphysician,orqi^e  of  the  hospital 
ph;^sicians,  having  the  charge  of  a  particular  hospital,  '^^  of  the  chief  phy- 
sician ai|d  surgeon  of  the  army,  woich,  with  receipts  thereon  for  delive- 
ry of  the  same,  shall  be  his  su^cient  vouchers.  He  shall  be  allowed  a  cUrk, 
and  as  many  store-keepers  as  occasion  may  require,  and  the  director  shall 
approve  of.  He  shall  also  pay  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  and  all  other  ex- 
penses of  the  hospitals.  He  shall  render  his  accounts  every  three  months  to 
the  board  of  treasury  for  settlement,  and  make  application  for  money  to  thj^ 
medical  committee.  Before  whom  he  shall  lay  estimates  of  articles  necessa- 
ry, which  shall  previously  have  been  approved  and  si^ed  by  the  director  or 
two  of  the  chief  hospital  physicians ;  at  the  same  time  he  shall  render  to 
them  an  account  of  the  e^Ependiture  of«  the  last  sum  of  money  advanced  to 
him  ;  and  the  said  medical  committee,  shall  lay  such  estimates  before  Coa- 
gress,  with  their  opinion  thereon  : .     . 

That  the  assistant  purveyor  shall  procyre  such  supplies,  and  do  and  per- 
form such  parts  of  the  purveyor's  duty,  ^  by  him  shall  be  particularly  as- 
signed to  him. 

That  the  apothecary  and  his  assistants  receive,  prepare  and  deliver  me- 
dicines, instruments  and  dressings,  and  such  other  articles  of  his  department, 
to  the  hospitals  and  arm^,  on  orders  fn  writing;  from  the  director,  or  either  « 
of  the  chief  hospital  physicians,  or  chief  physiaan  and  surgeon  of  the  army ; 
and  that  he^ be  allowed  as  many  mates  as  occasion  may  require,  and  the  di- 
rector shall  approve  of  :^ 

That  the  director,  or  in  his  absence,  the  chief  hospital  physician,  shall  ap- 
point a  steward  for  each  hospital,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  purchase  vegeta- 
bles and  other  small  articles,  under  the  direction  of  Uh^  purveyor,  and  to  re- 
ceive hospital  stores  from  the  purveyor,  and  provisions  from  the  commissary- 
general,  and  issue  the  same  for  the  use  of  tlie  sick  and  wounded,  agreeably  lo 
Vol.  hi.  67 


530  XOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  1780. 


the  order  of  the  physiciaD  and  surgeon  attending  such  hospital ;  the  stevtrd 
to  account  with  tne  purveyor  for  all  such  issues : 

That  the  director,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  chief  hospital  physician,  appoiiit 
a  proper  number  of  matrons,  nurses,  and  others,  necessary  fur  the  regulir 
management  of  the  hospitals,  and  fix  and  ascertain  their  pay,  not  ezce«iiDs 
the  su  ms  heretofore  allowed ;  and  poin  t  ou  t  and  prescribe  their  particulardvties 
and  employments,  in  writing,  which  they  are  enjoined  to  observe  and  obev: 
That  the  director,  with  two  chief  hospital  physicians,  be  empowered  (o 
fix  the  pay  of  second  mates,  and  of  sucn  clerks,  store-keepers,  and  other 
persons,  as  may  occasionally  be  employed ;  and  also  make  such  regaUfiooi, 
and  point  out  and  enjoin,  in  writing,  such  further  particular  duties  for  the 
several  officers  in  the  hospital  department,  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for 
the  re^lar  management  of  the  same ;  which  duties  shall  always  be  cwmt- 
ent  with,  and  in  no  wise  contradictory  to  any  of  the  duties  herein  before  pir- 
ticularlv  enumerated,  and  which  being  reported  to,  and  approved  of  bjthe 
medical  committee,  shall  thereupon  become  obligatory  to  all  those  conceroed: 
That  the  quarter-master  general  furnish  the  hospital  departmeot,  fron 
time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  with  such  a  numbertoi  horses  and  wt- 
gons  as  may  be  necessary  for  removing  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  for  trtot- 
porting  the  hospital  stores ;  but  that  no  other  horses  than  those  beloDgiog 
to  the  officers  of  the  department,  for  which  forage  may  be  herein  alloved,  be 
kept  separately  and  at  the  expense  of  the  department : 

That  no  person  concerned  in  trade,  on  his  own  account,  shall  be  raffertd 
to  act  as  an  officer  in  the  hospital  or  medical  department  of  the  army  : 

That'nd  oftfder  or  other  person  in  the  hospital  department,  except  the  sick 
or  wounded,  be  permitted  to  use  any  of  the  stores  provided  for  the  sick : 

That  the  director,  chief  hospital  physicians,  and  the  chief  phjsiciaos  and 
surgeons  of  the  army,  phyMcians  and  surseons,  purveyor,  apothecaiT»  insist- 
ant  purveyor,  and  assistant  apothecary,  lie  appointed  and  commisnooed  by 
Coneress;  the  regimental  surgeons  and  mates  to  be  appointed  as  heretofore : 
That  the  director,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  two  of  die  chief 
hospital  physicians*  appoint  all  hospital  mates,  which  appointments  abaU be 
certified  by  warrants  under  the  hand  of  the  director ;  in  which  appointoeDts 
no  person  shall  be  admitted  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years: 

That  all  the  officers  in  the  hospital  or  medical  department,  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  trial  by  courts-martial  for  all  offences,  in  the  same  manner  as  oi- 
cers  in  the  line  of  the  army. 

Besolved,  That  the  pay  and  establishment  of  the  officers  of  the  hospital 
department,  and  medical  staff,  be  as  follows  : 

Director,  150  dollars  per  month,  2  rations  for  himself,  and  1  for  his  nnxa^ 
per  day,  and  forage  for  two  horses : 

Chief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  army  and  hospitals,  each,  140  dol- 
lars per  month,  2  rations  per  day,  and  forage  for  two  borties : 
Purveyor  and  apothecary,  each,  130  dollars  per  month  : 
Physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospitals,  each,  120  dollars  per  month,  1 
ration  per  day,  and  forage  for  one  horse : 

Assistant  purveyors  and  apothecaries,  each,  75  dollars  per  month : 
Regimental  surgeons,  each,  65  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day,  tnd 
forage  for  one  horde : 

Surgeon's  mates  in  the  hospiUls,  50  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  perds/- 
Surgeon's  mates  in  the  army,  45  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  aay: 
Steward  for  each  hospiul,  35  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day : 
IVard-master  for  each  hospital,  25  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per dsj* 
Besolved,  That  none  of  the  aforesaid  officers,  or  other  persons  cniploj«° 
in  any  of  the  hospitals,  be  entitled  to  rations  of  provision  or  foraire  when  on 
nirlougK.  .r  o 
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Hesolved,  That  the  chief  physician  of  the  army  be  allowed  a  two  horse 
coTered  wagon  for  traoaportine  his  bagg^ige : 

That  the  several  oflBcers  abovementioned  shall  receive  their  pay  in  the 
new  currency,  emitted  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  day 
of  March  last ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  and  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  doltare 
of  said  currency  per  month  for  every  retained  ration ;  and  shall  each  be  en- 
titled annually  to  draw  clothing  from  the  stores  of  the  clothier-general,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  are  established  for  oflBcers 
in  the  line,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  November,  177*9 : 

That  the  returns  for  clothing  for  officers  in  the  medical  staff  (regimental 
surgeons  and  their  mates,  who  are  to  draw  with  the  regimental  staff,  except- 
ed) be  signed  bv  the  director,  or  one  of  the  chief  hospital  physicians ;  and 
such  clothing  shall  be  delivered  either  by  the  clothier-general  or  any  sub- 
clothier  in  the  state  in  which  the  officer  to  receive  clotSing  shall  reside,  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  the  cases  of  other  staff  officers  not  taken 
from  the  line : 

That  the  several  officers  whose  pav  is  established  as  above  (except  the 
stewards  and  ward -masters)  shall  at  the  end  of  the  war  be  entitled  to  a  cer- 
tain provision  of  land,  in  the  proportion  following,  viz. 

The  director  to  have  the  same  auantlty  as  a  brigadier-general ; 

Chief  physician  and  purveyor,  the  same  as  a  colonel : 

Physicians  and  surgeons  and  apothecary,  the  same  as  a  lieutenant- colonel; 

Regimental  surgeons  and  assistants  to  the  purveyor  and  apothecary,  tiie 
«ame  as  a  major; 

Hospital  and  regimental  surgeons'  mates,  the  same  as  a  captain ; 

That  the  former  .arrangements  of  the  hospital  department,  and  all  resolu- 
tions heretofore  passed  touching  the  same,  so  far  as  they  are  inconsistent 
with  the  foregoing,  be  repealed,  excepting  that  the  hospitals  in  the  southern 
department,  from  North-Carolina  to  Georgia,  inclusive,  be  continued  under 
the  same  regulations  as  heretofore,  until  the  farther  order  of  Congress. 

MONDAY,  October  2, 1780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  of 
the  Sd  of  August  last,  respecting  the  settlementof  the  public  accounts,  report, 

That  it  appears  to  them  that  the  board  of  treasury  have  been  attentive  to 
their  duty,  in  taking  such  measures  as  seemed  advisable  for  procuring  a 
settlement  of  the  public  accounts ;  that  several  of  the  accountants  have  al- 
leged difficulties  and  impediments,  arising  from  the  former  mode  of  produc- 
ing their  vouchers,  which  are  removed  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
12th  of  June  last;  and  that  sufficient  time  has  been  allowed  for  every  ne- 
cessary preparation ;  Whereupon, 

Beselved,  That  the  board  ot  treasury  immediately  proceed  to  put  in  exe- 
cution the  resolutions  of  the  12th  of  June  last,  in  order  that  all  outstanding 
accounts  may  be  settled  and  adjusted  without  delay. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  measures  taken  by  ffovemor  Jeffer- 
son, for  remounting  the  cavalry  with  the  southern  army,  and  request  a  con- 
tinuance of  his  exertions  for  that  purpose,  on  the  same  principles  he  has 
heretofore  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Henry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams, 

Resolvedt  That  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  the  honourable  Henry  Lau- 
rens, to  the  amount  of  jQ  10,000  sterling;  and  on  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Madrid,  to  the  amount  of 
£  10,000  sterling,  payable  at  90  days  sight;  and  that  out  of  said  bills  the 
debt  due  to  Messrs.  Freney  and  Co.  be  discharged ;  and  the  amount  of 
£  7000  sterling  advanced  by  Mr.  W.  Bingham,  in  part  payment  of  his  ac- 
count as  agent  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shecman  have  leave  of  absence. 
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TUESDAY,  VMoher  S,  irSO. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  New-York  laid  before  CoDgress  the  credes- 
tiais  of  their  appointment';  which  were  read. 

Xesolved,  Inat  such  of  the  sixteen  additional  refi;iments  as  hare  not  been 
annexed  to  the  line  of  some  particular  state,  and  all  the  separate  light  cor|» 
of  the  army,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  and  also  the  German  battalion,  be  re- 
duced on  tne  1st  daj  of  Januarj  next :  that  the  non-commissioned  officen 
and  privates  in  those  several  corps,  be  incorporated  with  the  troops  of  their 
lespective  states,  and  that  such  of  them  as  do  not  belong  to  anTparticnUr 
state,  be  annexed  to  such  corps  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct. 

lliat  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  1st  dajof 
Januarj  next,  consist  of  4  regiments  of  cavalry,  or  light  dragoons ;  4  rei;i- 
mentsof  artillerj;  49re^ment8  of  infantry,  exclusive  of  colonel  HazcD't 
renment,1iereafter  mentioned  ;  1  resiment  of  artificers : 

That  each  regiment  of  cavalry,  or  Rght  dragoons,  consist  of  6  troops,  iwl 
that  each  troop  consist  of  64  non-commissioned,  officers  and  privates,  widi 
the  slime  numoer  of  commissioned  officers  as  at  present: 

That  each  regiment  of  artillery  consist  of  9  companies,  and  that  ml 
company  consist  of  65  non-commissioned  officers  and  matrosses,  with  the 
same  number  of  commissioned  officers  as  at  nresent 

That  each  regiment  of  infantry  consist  or  9  companies,  and  each  compi- 
ny  consist  of  64  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates ;  and 

That  the  regiment  of  artificers  consist  of  8  companies,  and  each  compuj 
of  00  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates : 

That  the  several  states  furnish  tne  following  quotas,  viz.  New-Hanp- 
shire,  2  regiments  of  infantir ;  Massachusetts-Bay,  10  regiments  of  iofaoti; 
and  1  of  artillery ;  Rhode-Island,  &c.  1  reriment  of  infantrj ;  Conoecticid 

5  regiments  of  infantry  and  1  of  cavalry ;  New- York,  2  regiments  of  mfsn- 
try  and  1  of  artillery ;  New-Jersey,  2  regiments  of  infantry ;  PeoosjlTanis, 

6  regiments  of  infantry,  1  of  artillery,  1  of  cavalry,  and  1  of  artificers;  De- 
laware, 1  regiment  of  infimtry ;  Maryland,  5  regiments  of  infantry;  Virp- 
nia,  8  r^ments  of  infantry,  1  of  ar^ilery,  and  2  of  cavalry;  Norai-Can)- 
lina,  4  regiments  of  infantry ;  South-Carolina,  2  regiments  of  infantrr, 
'Georgia,  1  regiment  of  infantry : 

That  the  sUtea  shall  select  from  the  line  of  the  army  a  proper  Domberof 
officers  to  command  the  several  regiments  to  ^em  respectively  assigned, 
taking  notice  that  no  new  appointment  is  to  be  made  oia  higher  rank  thin 
that  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  commandant : 

That  the  states  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  called  upon  in  the  most  pressing 
manner,  to  have  their  regiments  completed  and  in  the  field  by  the  nrst  da/ 
of  January  next  at  farthest : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states' td  fill  up  their  respectife  resimeots 
by  inlistments  for  and  during  the  war ;  but  in  case  the  full  quota  of  anj  « 
the  states  cannot  be  completed  widi  such  recruits  by  the  first  dajr  of  Decern- 
bernext,'that  it  be  recommended  to  such  state  or  states  to  soppir  flie  defi 
ciency  widi  men  engajj^  to  serve  for  not  less  than  one  year,  uoiess  sooner 
relieved  by  recruits  inlisted  for  the  war,  which  they  are  requested  to  tieritk^]^ 
utmost  endeavors  toobtain,as  speedily  a^  possible :  and  in  order  thereto^  >' 
further  recommended  that  the  officers  at  camp  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
use  every  prudent  measure,  and  improve  every  favorable  opportunit/,  to  mUft- 
for  the  continuance  of  the  war,  such  of  the  men  belonging  to  their  respective 
states,  as  are  not  engaged  for  that  period,  whether  now  in  the  field  or  berr 
after,  from  time  to  time,  joinltig  the  army ;  and  that  a  recruiting  officer  fmm 
each  corps  be  kept  in  the  state  to  which  the  regiments  respectivelj  belong.  ^ 
inlist  recruits  for  the  war,  as  well  to  relieve  those  who  are  engagefi  /•  ^ 
shorter  or  limited  term  as  to  supply  casual  deficiencies : 
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two  bollard  be^irtivted  to  tkei^cniitiiig  officer  for  every  able  bodied 

soldier  he  shall  inlist  ror  the  war,  who  shall  join  the  army  ;  afnd  that  a  sata 
Dot  exceeding  30  doUam  be  allowed  as  a  boanty  to  erery  such  recniit : 

Tliat  the  commander  ki  chief  be,  and  heireby  is,  Aoected  to  cause  retaras 
to  be  made  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  several  states,  of  the  number  of  men 
they  will  probably  have  in  tfia  field  on  the  first  da^  of  Jamuary  next,  that  the 
states  may  take  immediate  measures  for  completnig  their  respective  quotas 
as  above  recommended,  by  that  time : 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  afld  he  'is  bereby,  directed  to  male  a 
return  amraidly  to  Oovigress,  on  or  before  the  ^rst  day  of  September,  of  the 
namber  of  troops  from  each  state,  in  order  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to 
make  their  requisitions  from  the  several  states  with  certainty  and  in  season : 
That  the  clothing  be  furnished  and  regnlarly  served  out  to  the  troops,  as 
it  becomes'due,  and  that  a  full  compensation  be  made  for  any  arrearages  of 
clothing : 

That  the  rc^?ments  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  <tf  artificers,  as  ther  now 
stand,  be  C^ynsldered  as  belonging  to  the  states  respectively,  to  which  th«iy 
are  or  maybe  assigned,  which  states  shall  complete  them  to  the  full  comple- 
ment, supply  them  with  necessaries,  and  in  'every  respect  treat  them  as  if 
ori^nallv  raised  therein,  and  that  such  other  states  as  now  have  non-com- 
raisioned  officers  or  privates  in  any  of  the  regitnents  aforesaid,  be  credited 
in  their  quotas  for  such  men,  according  to  their  numbers,  from  time  time ;  for 
which  purpose  the  commander  in  chief  ia  hereby  directed  to  specify^  sudh 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  the  states  to  which  they  former- 
ly belonged,  in  the  returns  Which  he  shall  make  to  the  states,  and  in  nis  annu- 
au  returns  to  Congress  : 

That  the  regiment  commanded  by  colonel  Moses  Hazen  be  continued  on 
its  present  establishment,  and  that  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates, being  foreigners  belonging  to  any  of  the  reduced  regiments  and  oorpa, 
be  incorporated  tnerewith,  and  all  volunteers  from  foreign  states,  who  are 
now  in  the  service,  or  may  hereafter  join  the  American  army,  be-annexed  to 
the  said  r^mcnt : 

And  whereas,  by  the  foregoing  arrangement,  many  deserving  officers  must 
become  sttpemnnierary,  and  it  is  proper  that  regard  be  had  to  them  : 

Resolved^  That  from  the  time  the  refiirm  Of  the  army  takes  place,  they  be 
entitled  to  half  pay  for  seven  years,  in  specie,  or  other  current  money  equi- 
valent, and  also  grants  of  land  at  tlie  Close  ot  the  war,  agreeably  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  16th  of  September,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  arrangement  of  the  army  be  sent 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  for  his  opinion  thereon,  and  that  if  there  shall  ap- 
pear no  material  objection,  the  same  be  carried  into  immediate  effect 

WEDNESDAY,  October  4,  1780. 

Mr.  Sharpe,  a  delegate  for  North-Carolina,  attended  and  took -his  seat  in 
Congress. 

Begolved,  That  the  boird  of  war  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  erase 
from  ihe  rea;ister  of  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
the  name  of  Benedict  Arnold. 

THURSDAY,  October  5,  1780. 

The  board  of  treasury  having  reported  on  the  petition  of  J.  Hamilton* 
which  was  referred  to  them;  thereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized 
to  direct  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the 
'state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  deliver  to  John  Hamilton,  loan-office  certificates  to 
the  amount  of  48,£58  dollars,  in  full  cum|)ensation  for  the  diffisrence  occa- 
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noncd  by  the  delay  in  grantiDg  him  certificates  on  the  periods  when  he  &c- 
taally  loaned  hb  money. 

Her  imperial  majesty  of  all  the  Russias,  attentive  to  the  freedom  of  con- 
merce,  and  the  righto  of  nations*  in  her  declaration  to  the  beUinreot  lod 
neutral  powers,  having  proposed  regulations,  founded  upon  pnnciples  of 
justice,  equity,  and  moderation,  of  which  their  most  Christian  and  Catholk 
majesties,  and  most  of  the  neutral  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  hive  declar- 
ed their  approbation  ; 

Congress,  willing  to  testify  their  regard  to  the  rights  of  commerce,  tod 
their  respect  for  the  sovereign,  who  h^th  proposed  anid  the  powers  who  have 
approved  the  said  regulation :  Resolved, 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  prepare  and  report  instructions  for  the  com- 
manders of  armed  vessels  commissioned  by  the  United  States,  conforinable 
to  the  principles  contained  in  the  declaration  of  the  empress  of  all  the  Rai- 
sias,  on  the  nghts  of  neutral  vessels : 

That  the  ministers  plenipotentiarv  from  the  United  States,  if  invited 
thereto,  be  and  hereby  are  respectively  empowered  to  accede  to  such  rega* 
lations,  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  declaration,  as  may  be  a|reed 
upon  by  the  Congress  expected  to  assemble  in  pursuance  of  the  invittdoD  of 
her  imperial  majesty. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  respec- 
tive miniaters  of  the  United  States,  at  foreign  courts,  and  to  the  bonooralite 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  or- 
der a  court  of  enquiry  to  be  held  on  tiie  coiMluct  of  major-gen.  Gates,  as 
commander  of  the  southern  armv« 

Resolvedj  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  ap- 
point an  officer  to  command  the  southern  army,  in  the  room  of  geo.  GM 
until  such  enquiry  be  made. 

FRIDAY,  October  6,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New- York  be  it^oested 
to  deliver  to  the  order  of  Abraham  Skinner,  commissary-general  of  pnaooers, 
200  barrels  of  flour  (in  part  of  the  supplies  called  for  from  that  state  hf 
Congress)  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  in  New-York. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  hospital  department, 
nnd  the  ballots  being  taken,  doctor  William  Shippen,  jr.  was  elected  direc- 
tor-general ;  doctor  John  Cochran,  chief  physician  and  suigeonof  theansv; 
doctor  James  Craik,  doctor  Melachi  Treat,  doctor  Charles  M'Night,  chief 
hospital  physicians. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  suUect  relative  to  w 
jurisdiction  of  the  tract  of  country  commonly  called  the  New-Hampshiie 
Grants,  when  a  letter,  of  the  2d,  trom  Ira  Allen  and  Stephen  R.  Bradlej. 
was  read. 

SATURDAY,  October  7, 1780. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  election  of  officers  in  the  hospital  deptrtment. 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Thomas  Bond,  jun.  was  elected  purrejor; 
Isaac  Ledyard,  assistant  purveyor;  doctor  Andrew  Craiffie,  apothecarj; 
William  Johonot,  assistant  apothecary ;  doctors  James  Tiltoo,  Saoad 
Adams,  David  Townshend,  Henry  Laumer,  Francis  Hagan,  Philip  Tomer, 
William  Burnet,  John  Warren,  Moses  Scott,  David  Jackson,  Bodo  Otto, 
Moses  Bloomfield,  William  Kustis,  George  Draper,  Barnabas  Bionej,  hos^ 
pital  physicians  and  suigeons. 

On  motion  of  the  medical  committee. 

Resolved,  That  doctor  Matthew  Maus  be  appointed  surgeon  to  the  regi- 
ment of  invalids  commanded  by  col.  L.  Nicola,  and  that  col.  Nicola  be 
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autborized  to  appoint  a  proper  surgeon's  mate  to  the  said  regiment^  when 
the  number  of  sick  shall  make  it  necessary. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Virginia, 

Resolved^  That  Charles  Fleming  and  Forster  Webb,  esqrs.  be  and  hereby 
are  appointed  commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them 
to  endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  pursuant 
to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  last 

MONDAY,  October  9,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  2rth,  from  major-gen.  Gates,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

ihrdered.  That  major  Armstrong  have  leave  of  absence,  for  the  recovery 
of  his  health. 

Hesohed,  That  John  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  be  and  here- 
by is  directed  to  sell  all  the  canvass  in  his  possession,  except  what  the  navy 
board  of  the  eastern  department  may  deem  sufficient  for  the  immediate  use 
of  the  navy,  or  suitable  for  soldiers'  tents;  and  also  to  sell  all  other  goods 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  pay  the  money  arising 
from  the  sales,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of  admiralty. 

Resolved,  That  the  agent  for  continental  prisoners  at  New- York  be  and 
hereby  is  directed  to  issue  supplies  to  the  naw  prisoners,  in  the  same  man- 
ner aa  to  those  of  the  land  army,  as  practised  by  him  heretofore ;  and  that 
he  make  distinct  returns  to  the  board  of  admiralty  of  all  supplies  by  him 
iasued  to  the  navy  prisoners,  distinguishing  those  in  continental  service  from 
those  in  private  ships  of  war,  and  the  respective  ships  and  states  to  which 
the  latter  belonged  when  taken. 

TUESDAY,  October  10,  1780. 

Resolved^  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquish- 
ed to  the  United  States,  by  any  particular  state,  pursuant  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  into 
distinct  republican  states,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  union, 
and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence,  as  the 
other  states:  that  eacn  state  which  shall  be  so  formed  shall  contain  a  suitable 
extent  of  territory,  not  less  than  100  nor  more  than  150  miles  square,  of  as 
near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit:  That  the  necessary  and  reason- 
able expenses  which  any  particular  state  shall  have  incurred  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  in  subduing  any  British  posts,  or  in  main- 
taining forts  or  garrisons  within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in  acquiring  any 
part  of  the  territory  that  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States^ 
shall  be  reimbursed : 

That  the  said  lands  shall  be  mnted  or.  settled  at  such  times  and  under 
such  regulations  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  the  Uaited  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them. 

FRIDAY,  October  13,  1780. 

It  appearing  from  the  letters  of  governors  Jefferson  and  Rutledge,  and  of 
major-general  Gates,  that  colonel  Morgan's  promotion  to  the  rank  of  a  briea- 
dier-general  will  remove  several  embarrassments  which  impede  the  public 
service  in  the  southern  department,  and  that  it  will  otherwise  greatly  ad- 
vance the  said  service : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  colonel  Daniel  Morgan  be  and  hereby  is  appoint- 
ed to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  John  Wells  and  Edward  Chin,  commissioners  of  account! 
in  the  northern  department,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  an  extra  chamber 
of  accounts,  9ubject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  laid  down  in  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  ISth  of  June  last. 
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SATURDAY,  Odoher  14. 1780. 

Resolved,  That  a  monument  be  erected  i^  tlie  memorj  of  the  laten^or- 
ffeneral  the  baron  de  Kalb,  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  ki  the  state  ef  Maiy- 
land,  with  the  following  inscription  : 

Sficred  to  the  mcmorr  tf 

The  BARON  DE  KALB, 

Knight  of  the  rojral  order  of  milHarf  nerit. 

Brigadier  of  the  aithies  of  Franoe, 

And  Major-genenU  in  t^e  aenriee  of  the  United  Statea  of  America : 

Having  served  with  honor  and  reputation  for  three  jeara« 

He  gave  a  la^  and  glorioos  proof  of  ha  atlaehment  to  the  lliertiei  of 

raaahind  ami  the  mmt  of  Anaerioa, 

In  the  action  near  Camden,  in  the  itate  of  Soath-Carolinft. 

On  the  16th  of  Aqgoat,  irSOt 

Where,  leading  on  the  titiops  of  the  Maryland  and  Dehwire  Uaes 

agifoat  anterior  nombert. 
And  animating  iGem  by  Urn  eiMunple  to  deeda  of  valour. 

He  WM  pierced  with  manv  wounda,  and 

On  the  19th  following  expired,  in  tne  48th  jear  of  ha  age. 

The  Congivai  A  the  Unked  Statea  of  Amerioa, 

In  patitiide  to  hii  seal,  aervieea  and  ment. 

Have  erected  thia  monument. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Coagms  be  given  to  brigadiers  SmaHiroed 
and  Gist,  and  to  the  officers  and  skiers  in  the  Maryland  and  Delaware 
lines ;  the  different  corps  of  artillery ;  colonel  Porterfield^  and  snaior 
Armstrong's  corps  of  light  infantry,  and  colonel  Armand's  earalry ;  m 
their  bravery  ana  good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  action  of  the  iMi  of  An- 
gust  last,  near  Camden,  in  the  state  oi  South-Carolina^ 

lUsolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  giyen  to  sach  of  the  militia 
officers  and  soldiers  who  distinguished  themselves  by  their  ?alottr.«a  Chat 
occasion* 

Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  general  Washington's  letter,  veotionlo|g 
the  death  of  bricadier-generai  Poor,  be  referretl  to  the  CommittM  of  intelli- 
gence, and  published  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense  Congress  entertain 
•f  the  merit  and  services  of  the  said  brigadier-general. 

JRetolvedf  That  each  of  the  surveyors  of  the  post-ofice  be  allowed  533  1-S 
dollars  per  annum,  and  3  J  ddlars  per  day,  while  travelling  the  roads  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty : 

The  secretary  to  the  president  of  Congress,  450  dollars  per  annnm: 

The  steward  to  the  president  of  Congress,  550  dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  and  comptroller  of  the  post- 
tffice  be  800  dollars  per  annum : 

That  the  above  salaries  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  those  agreed  is 
the  13th  of  September  last. 

That  in  consideration  of  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  the  auditors 
•f  accounts  at  the  army  are  engaged,  thej  beallowed^  each,  two  additUNuI 
rations  per  day,  while  with  the  army. 

Resolved^  Tliat  Samuel  W..  Stockton,  es<|.  late  secretary  to  the  honorabit 
"William  Lee,  late  commissioner  for  the  United  States  at  the  courts  of  Vien- 
na and  Berlini  be  considered  on  salary,  at  the  rate  of  £  300  sterling  per 
annum,  from  the  time  he  left  London,  to  go  to  Mr.  Lee,  at  Vienna,  which 
was  in  the  month  of  May,  1776,  until  he  came  to  this  city  with  letters  to 
Congress,  from  Mr.  Lee,  m  the  mondi  of  December,  1779 :  That  Mr.  Stsck* 
ton  be  not  allowed  for  any  expenseSi  and  that  the  several  sums  of  monev  he 
h«S  received,  agreeably  to  his  liquidated  account,  be  deducted  from  the  ssmiy 
aforesaid,  and  the  balance  paid  to  Mr.  Stockton,  in  specie,  or  cnirent  sso- 
nejr  oquivalent ;  rating  specie  dollars  at  4s  6d  sterling. 

rhe  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  senate  and  bouse 
of  assembly  of  the  state  of  New- York,  of  September  £lst,  delivered  in  a 
report,  which  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
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Congress  passed  the  foUowinig  resolution : 

^Vhereiss  the  state  of  New-York  was  required,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  25th  of  Febrnary  last,  to  furnish  11,200  weight  of  beef;  and  whereas 
it  will  be  of  public  advantage  to  procure  flour  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
military  posts  and  quarters  of  the  army : 

ResAvedy  That  Congress  do  asree,  that  the  state  of  New- York,  according 
to  their  proposals  set  forth  in  tne  letter  above  mentioned,  may  substitute 
flour  in  ueu  of  any  quantity  of  beef  which  may  be  deficient  on  the  1st  day 
of  November  next,  of  the  quota  allotted  to  the  said  state,  at  the  rate  of  4A 
dollars  for  every  hundred  weight  of  flour  and  5\  dollars  fur  .every  hundred 
weight  of  beef;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  state  shall  continue  to 
provide  and  deliver  the  quantity  of  beef  requested  to  bo  furnished  by  the 
committee  of  Congress,  lately  with  the  army,  in  their  letter  of  the  2d  of 
June  last,  and  1125  head  of  cattle,  in  addition  thereto* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred*  the  application  of  the  state  of 
New-York,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston  for  the  relief  of  the  treasury 
of  that  state,  report  as  their  opinion. 

That  if  the  application  should  be  granted,  the  like  benefit  may  be  claim- 
ed for  oth^r  states  ;  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  compliance  with 
such  demands  would  involve  the  United  States  in  the  greatest  difficulties, 
and  that  it  cannot  therefore  be  complied  with: 

Besolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  re|)ort. 

MONDAY,  October  16,  1780. 

It  appearing  to  Congress  that  lieutenant-colonel  Temant  had  impressed 
from  him  two  good  ridinz  horses  during  the  siege  of  Charleston,  by  order  of 
the  state  of  S^iuth-Caroiina, 

Orderedf  That  the  quarter-master  general  furnish  lieutenant-colonel 
Ternant  with  two  good  horses,  reporting  their  value  to  the  treasury  boardi 
who  are  hereby  directed  to  make  the  said  state  accountable. 

TUESDAY,  Octobm'  IT,  1780, 

Ordered,  That  doctor  Isaac  Forster  and  doctor  Jonathan  Potts  deliver  all 
public  stores  in  their  possession  to  doctor  Thomas  Bond,  purveyor  of  the 
nospitals,  or  his  order,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  and  trans- 
mitting  one  of  each  to  the  board  of  treasury. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  18, 1780, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  reported  for  setting 
a  nart  a  dajr  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  and  agreed  to  the  following  draught ; 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  the  Father  of  all  mercies,  amidst  the 
vicissitudes  and  calamities  of  war,  to  bestow  blessings  on  the  people  of  these 
states,  which  call  for  their  devout  and  thankful  acknowledgments,  more  es< 
pecially  in  the  late  remarkable  interposition  of  his  watchful  providence,  in 
rescuing  the  person  of  our  commander  in  chief  and  the  army  from  imminent 
dangers,  at  the  moment  when  treason  was  ripened  for  execution  ;  in  pros- 
pering the  labors  of  the  husbandmen,  and  causing  the  earth  to  yield  its  in- 
crease in  plentiful  harvests  ;  and,  above  all,  in  continuing  to  us  the  enjoy- 
ment of  tlie  eospel  of  peace* 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  set  a  part  Thursday, 
the  7th  day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  thanks- 
giving and  prayer ;  that  all  the  people  may  assemble  on  that  day  to  celebrate 
the  praises  of  our  Divine  Benefactor ;  to  confess  our  unworthiness  of  the 
least  of  his  favors,  and  to  bffer  our  fervent  supplications  to  the  God  of  all 
grace  ;  that  it  may  please  him  to  pardon  our  heinous  transgressions  and 
iacUue  our  hearts  for  the  future  to  keep  all  his  laws ;  to  comfort  and  relieve 
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oub  brethren  who  are  hny  Yi'if^e  afflicted  or  distressed  :  to  smile  u{)onoQr 
husbandry  and  trade  ;  to  direct  our  public  councilB,  and  lead  our  forces, 
by  land  and  sea,  to  ^victory  ;  to  take  our  illustrious  ally  under  his  special 
protection,  and  favor  our  joint  cnuncils  and  exertions  for  the  establi^liment 
of  speedy  and  permanent  peace  ;  to  cherish  all  schools  and  seminaries  uf 
education,  and  to  cause  die  knowledge  of  Christianity  to  spread  over  all 
the  earth. 

Done  in  Congress,  this  18th  day  of  October,  1780,  and  in  the  fifth  mr 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THURSDAY,  October  19,  1780. 

Three  .letters  from  gen.  Washington*  all  dated  <he  15th,  were  read,  om 
of  them  enclosing  copies  of  proposals  for  appointing  a  commissary  of  pri- 
soners to  reside  with  tlie  American  and  British  armies  respective!?; 
Whereapon, 

HeMolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  authorized  to  carrv  into  effect 
the  proposals  offered  on  his  part,  or  to  make  any  other  agreement  for  the 
appiointment  of  such  commissaries  of  prisoners  as  he  shall  judge  proper. 

SATURDAY,  October  21,  1780. 

Coneress  resumed  "the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  o& 
general  Washington's  letter  of  the  11th ;  and  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  regiments  of  infantry,  requested  from  ik 
respective  states,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Sd  inst.  be  augmented,  and  coumi 
of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major,  where  the  full  coloneU 
are  continued :  or  one  lieutenant-colpnel  commandant  and  two  majors, 
where  full  colonels  are  not  continued  ;  9  captains,  2i2  subalterns,  1  sargeon, 
1  suif  eon's  mate,  1  serjeant-majory  1  quarter-master  Serjeant,  45  serjeaots, 
1  drui|i-major,  1  fife«major,  10  drums,  10  fifes,  612  rank  and  file: 

That  there  be  one  captain  and  two  subalterns  to  each  companr,  and  <Ut 
the  four  supernumerary  subalterns  shall  each  have  the  rank  of  lieitpoant, 
one  of  whicn  is  to  resjde  in  the  state  to  which  he  belongs,  to  inlist  and  for- 
ward on  recruits;  one  drum  and  fife  from  each  regiment  to  attend  the  re- 
cruiting officer;  the  other  three  supernumerary  officers  to  do  the  dotj  oi^ 
pav-master,  quarter-master  and  adjutant,  in  their  respective  regiments. 

^hat  the  regiments  of  artillery  be  augmented  to  10  companies  each. 

That,  instead  of  4  regiments  of  cavalry,  there  be  4  legionary  corps,  con- 
sisting of  4  troops  of  mounted  dragoons  and  2  of  dismounted  dragoons,  eacli 
consisting  of  60  privates,  with  the  same  number  of  commissioned  aod  non- 
commissioned officers  to  each  troop  as  at  present. 

That  there  be  two  partizan  corps,  consisting  of  3  troops  of  mounted  and  3 
of  dismounted  dragoons,  of  50  each,  one  of  which  corps  to  be  commanded  bj 
col.  Armand,  and  the  other  by  major  Lee,  and  officered  by  ap pointmeot  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  approbation  of  Congress:  and  that  (he 
commander  in  chief  be  authorized  to  direct  a  mode  for  completing,  recruit- 
ing and  supplying  the  said  corps. 

That  the  whole  of  the  troops  be  inlisted  during  the  war,  and  join  tbeir 
respective  corps  by  the  1st  day  of  Jaduary  next. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  and  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  de- 
partment, direct  the  officers  of  each  state  to  meet  and  agree  upon  the  offi- 
cers for  the  regiments  to  be  raised  by  their  respective  states,  from  tbos^  vb# 
incline  to  continue  in  service ;  and  where  it  cannot.be  done  by  agreeroeptf 
to  be  determined  by  seniority,  and  make  return  of  those  who  arc  to  reiM'"> 
which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  together  with  the  names  of  the  officeis 
reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life. 

That  the  officers  yvho  shall  continue  in  the  service  to  the  end  of  the  wir. 
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shall  also  be  entitled  to  half  pay  during)  life>  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
their  reduction. 

Ordered^  That  John  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  deliver  to  the 
quarter*master  general,  or  his  onter,  all  the  duck  in  his  hands  suitable  for 
tents,  the  propertj  of  the  United  States,  to  be  qnade  up  into  tents  for  the 
army,  reserving  onij  so  much  thereof,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty, is  necessary  for  thA  immediate  supply  of  the  navy. 

That  the  board  or  admiralty  forthwith  give  the  necessary  information  to 
the  said  agent,  that  whatsoever  is  not  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  navy^  bs 
deltvered  over  to  the  quarter-master  general  without  delay. 

A  letter,  ofthe  4th,  from  W.  Rickm^,  was  read  ;  Whereupon,  • 

Ordered^  That  Dr.  Rickman  be  informed,  that  pursuant  to  nis  former  re- 
quest, be  n  left  out  in  the  new  arrangement  of  the  hospital  department. 

MONDAY,  October  23,  1780. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  major-general,  and  the  ballots  be- 
ing taken,  brigadier  Samuel  Hulden  Parsons  was  elected,  having  been  prs^ 
viously  nominated  by  Mr.  B.  Huntington. 

TUESDAY,  October  34,  1780. 

Sesolved,  That  £.  Blaine,  commissary-general  of  purchases,  be  directed 
to  make  accurate  returns  to  Congress  of  the  supplies  famished  by  .each 
^tate  since  the  last  day  of  December  last. 

That  the  state  agents  transmit  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  to  the  com- 
imssary-eeneral,  respectively,  monthly  returns  of  all  the  provisions  which 
shall  be  drawn  into  their  hands,  specifying  the  articles  and  magazines  or 
places  where  they  shall  be  deposited.  And  as  this  regulation  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  safety  of  the  army  and  the  success  of  military  opera- 
tions, it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  to  enjoin  it  as 
a  duty  on  their  state  agents,  under  penalties  which  will  enforce  a  prompt 
and  punctual  obedience ;  and  that  tne  commissary -general  transmit  copies 
of  all  such  returns  to  the  board  of  war  without  delay  ;  and  that  he  also  lay  be* 
fore  Cone;ress  a  general  monthly  return  ot  all  provisions  which  shall  hereafter 
be  furnimed  by  the  states. 

Resolved,  That  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  be 
desired  to  forward  to  camp  without  delay,  the  cattle  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  15th  day  of  September  last. 

That  ft  copy  of  the  letter  from  E.  Blaine,  and  its  enclosures,  be  transmitted 
without  delay  to  the  several  states,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  take  into 
their  serious  consideration  the  present  want  and  distresses  of  the  army, 
that  they  furnish  and  forward,  by  means  the  most  efficacious,  the  supplies 
requested  from  them  respectively ;  and  that  this  subject,  from  the  advanced 
season  of  the  year,  the  critical  state  of  our  affairs,  and  the  calamities  conse- 
quent on  the  dissolution  of  the  army,  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  to 
engage  the  unremitted  attention  of  the  states. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  25,  1780. 

Resolved^  That  thebojird  of  war  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  order  such 
quantities  of  cloth  and  trimmings,  purchased  from  Messrs.  l*racy  and  com- 
pany, and  now  in  store,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  to  be  fi>r* 
warded,  in  order  to  be  made  up  in  the  army ;  and  that  they  take  the  neces* 
sary  measures  for  having  the  rest  of  the  clothing  made  up  and  delivered  to 
the  c^othier-eeneral  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  as  they  may  be  required. 

That  in  addition  to  the  measures  taken  by  .Congress,  it  be,  and  hereby  is, 
re£omm<ended  to  the  respective  states  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to  fur* 
niish  their  quotas  of  troops  in  the  continental  line  with  clothing,  on  the  terma 
mentioned  in  the  former  resolutions  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 


MO  JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS.  VVk 

THURSDAY,  October  £6,  1780. 

Whereas  the  comimsMrj-geoeral  of  purchases  has  represented  to  Ctm- 

Sess,  that  5000  bushels  of  salt,  which  is  lodged  in  the  public  magazines  in 
e  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  is  immediately  wanted  Jor  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  that  a  dispute  has  arisen  whether  it  is  the  property  of  the  United 
States  or  of  Abraham  Livingston,  continental  agent  in  South-Carolina,  aad 
ttiat  it  has  been  asreed  that  it  Should  remain  in  store  until  tiie  detetmioa- 
tlon  of  Congress  Btiould  be  known;  and  whereas  it  is  impracticable  to  ascer- 
tain the  grounds  of  Mr.  Livingston's  claim,  he  being  now  a  prisoner  of  war 
in  Charleston : 

Resolvedt  therefore.  That  the  said  salt  be  delivered  to  the  commisaaiy-fe- 
oeral  of  purchases,  or  his  order,  for  the  public  use ;  and  if  it  shall  herfiuer 
appear  that  the  salt,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  the  rightful  property  of  Mr.  LiTing- 
ston,  that  he  shall  receive  a  just  compensation  for  the  same. 

FRIDAY,  Oiiober  27,  1780. 

Kesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  informed,  that  Congress  ap^re  of 
their  purchasing  clothing  for  1000  men,  and  laying  out  tne  remainder  of 
the  money  arising  from  Sie  sale  of  the  bills  of  exchange  in  the  pnrchase  of 
flour  or  other  necessaries,  to  be  immediately  forwaraed  for  the  pri^onen 
of  war,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of  August  last ;  that  tlie  cloth- 
ing be  disposed  of  to  the  continental  troops  only,  and  the  provisions  to  them 
and  the  militia  who-  were  actually  taken  in  arms  and  remain  prisoners  of 
war  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia. 

SATURDAY,  October  98,  1780. 

Besolvedf  That  the  director  of  the  hospitals,  the  chief  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  the  hospitals  and  the  array,  and  the  other  physicians  hndmrpoos 
of  the  hospital,  and  also  the  purveyor,  apothecary  and  their  respective  as- 
sistants, and  the  stewards,  do  severally  take  the  oaths  or  affirmations  direct- 
ed by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  February  Sd,  1778 ;  and  deposite  dvfli- 
cate  certificates  of  takinethe  same  with  the  medical  committee  as  soon  ai 
possible ;  that  the  said  officers,  respectively,  be  sulgect  to  the  pains  and  pe- 
nalties mentioned  in  the  resolutions  of  the  above  date,  for  neglecting  to  tike 
the  said  oaths  or  affirmations ;  and  that  the  director  of  the  hospiws  take 
measures  for  carrying  this  resolution  into  immediate  effiect. 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  John  Adams  be,  and  hereby  is,  aothoriied  ind 
instructed  to  accept  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  hon.  Henrj  L<|>' 
rens,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  6th  instant,  in  the 
same  manner  aa)ie  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  accept  those  heittofbre 
drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  November  SSd,  1779; 
and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  authority  hereby  granted  be, 
and  is  hereby,  extended  to  the  hon.  Francis  Dana. 

MONDAY,  October  dlQ.  1780. 

Ueaolved^  That  Congress  approve  the  appointment,  by  the  commao^^^  i° 
chiefy  of  major-general  Greene  to  the  command  of  the  southern  }^'J^ 
ably  tp  their  resolution  of  the  5th  instant,  and  adopt  his  opinion,  that  ine 
talents  and  aervice  of  major-general  the  baron  Steuoen,  inspector-genera  • 
will  be  very  useful  irt'^Tne  southern  department ;  to  which  he  iSi  thcreW* 
hereby  directed  to  repair :  .^ 

Thatthe  army  for  the  said  department  do  consist  of  all  the  regular  ^^^^^^ 
and  corps  raised  and  to  be  raised,  from  the  states  of  Delaware  to  Oeor?'  • 
inclusive,  until  tfie  further  onlers  of  Congress,  or  the  commander  in  c^jie* 

That  all  the  powers  heretofore  given  by  Congress  to  maj«r-gen»  vi  J| 
since  his  appointment  to  that  command,  be,  and  hereby  are,  cootinueo  ^ 
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inTetted  in  major-geiu  Greene  ;  who  is  also  to  consider  as  instructions,  all 
svch  resolntions  as  have  been  entered  into  bj  Congress  since  the  time  afere- 
said,  directins  in  an;  general  or  particular  business  respecting  the  said  de» 
partment*  That  he  have  power  also  to  organize  and  eoiploj  the  armjr  under 
his  ooromand,  in  the  manner  he  shall  judge  most  proper,  subject  to  the  con* 
trol  dHht  commander  in  chief : 

That  it  be  earnestljr  recommended  to  the  legislatures  Knd  executives  oi 
the  said  states,  respectively,  to  afford  every  necessary  assistance  and  support^ 
in  men,  clothing,  money,  arms,  intrenching  tools,  provisions,  and  other  aids 
and  supplies  to  major-general  Greene,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  for 
the  same : 

That  the  heads  of  the  several  staff  departments  for  supplying  the  maia 
army  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  furnish,  to  the  orders  of  majorr^neral 
Greene,  such  articles  as,  upon  enquiry,  he  shall  find  cannot  be  obtained  in 
the  southern  department. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  Congress,  that  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  southern  department  entertains  doubts  respecting  his  powers, 
with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners : 

Resolvtdt  That  he  be  authorized  to  negotiate,  from  time  to  time,  a  cartel 
or  exchange  of  prisoners,  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  British  army 
in  that  department ;  provided  such  exchange  Ik^  not  contrary  to  any  general 
directions  of  Congress  or  the  commander  in  chief. 

TUESDAY,  October  SI,  irSO. 

Aesolved,  That  the  pressing  emei^ncy  of  our  southern  affairs  requiring 
as  speedy  a  reinforcement  of  cavalry  as  possible,  major  I^ee's  corps  be  or- 
dered to  proceed  immediately  on  their  route  to  join  the  southern  army. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovemher  3,  1780. 

Mesolvedt  Tliat  col.  Jeduthan  Baldwin  continue  to  receive  the  pay  of  col- 
onel of  engineers,  as  heretofore. 

ResfAvea,  That  the  consul,  to  be  appointed  to  reside  in  France,  be  allowed 
a  salary  of  1500  dollars  p^r  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  commissions  for  business 
done  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas  Congress  have  received  information  that  John  Paulding,  David 
Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart,  three  young  volunteer  militia-men  of  the 
state  of  New-York,  did,'  on  the  2dd  day  of  September  last,  intercept  major 
John  Andre,  adjutant-general  of  the  British  army,  on  his  return  from  the 
American  lines,  in  the  character  of  a  spy  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  large 
bribes  offered  them  for  his  release,  nobly  cusdaining  to  sacrifice  their  country 
for  the  sake  of  gold,  secured  and  conveyed  him  to  the  eommandiiu;  officer  of 
the  district,  whereby  the  danserous  and  traiterous  conspiracy  of  Benedict 
Aniold  was  brought  to  light,  tne  insidious  designs  of  the  enemy  faaffled«  and 
the  United  States  rescued  from  impending  danger : 

Jtesolved^  That  Congress  have  a  high  sense  of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic 
conduct  of  the  said  John  Pauldine,  David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart. 

In  testimony  whereof*  .Ordereai  That  each  of  them  receive  annually,  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  ^  dollars  in  specie,  or  an  equivalent  in  the  current 
money  «!f  Ihese  statei,  during  life ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  procure  for 
each  of  (hem  a  silver  n^edal,  on  one  side  of  which  shall  be  a  shield  witli  this 
inscription,  **  Fidelity,"  and  on  the  other  the  following  motto,  "  Vincit 
amor  patrise,"  and  forward  them  to  the^commander  in  chief,  who  is  request- 
ed to  present  the  same,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  the  thanks  of 
Congress  for  their  fidelity,  and  the  eminent  service  they  have  rendered  tlieir 
coon  try. 
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^  SATURDAY,  J^rbvemher  4,  1780, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  sereral  states  to 
levy,  in  the  proportions  hereafter  mentioned,  a  tax,  equal  in  value  to  6,000,000 
of  silver  dollars,  to  be  paid  partly  in  the  specific  articles  and  at  the  pricci 
hereafter  enumerated,  and  the  residue  in  gold  or  silver,  or  bills  of  credit 
emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  March  last: 

NEW-UAMPSHIRE. 

2500  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barrel. 
6000  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weig^ht. 
2000  hundred  weifht  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
20124  nllons  of  West-India  rum,  full  proof;  at  1  2^)  dollar  per  gallon ; 
and  the  oalance  of  47,6^  dollars  in  money. 

MASSACHUSETTS-DAY. 

16000  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  doUan  per  barrel 

2000  barrels  of  pork ;  at  22  dolbuv  per  barrel. 
29250  hundred  weight  of  beef;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hiuidred  weighL 

9750  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
74576  gallons  of  West-India  lum,  full  proof;  at  1 2^  dollars  per  gallon. 
13000  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel ; 
and  the  balance  of  273,831  2-3  dollars  in  money. 

RHODE-ISLAND  AND  PROMDENCE  PLANTATIONS. 

900  barrels  of  beef;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barrcL 

83  barrels  of  poric ;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
15U0  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
500  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
20000  gallons  of  West-India  ru|n,  full  proof;  at  1  2^  dollar  per  gallon  i 
and  the  balance  of  23,797  2-3  dollars  in  money. 

CONNECTICUT. 

15000  barrels  of  beef;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barrel 
3000  barrels  of  pork ;  at  22  doUaxB'per  barrel. 
18750  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
6250  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 
25000  nJlons  of  Westplndia  nun,  full  proof;  at  1  2-3  dollar  per  gaUon. 
813  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel ; 
and  the  balance  of  202,399  1^  dollars  in  money. 

NEW-YORK. 

2800  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barrel 
1500  barreb  of  pork ;  at  22  doHars  per  barrel. 
16000  barrels  of  flour ;  at  9  doUan  per  barrel 
1320  hundred  weight  of  beef :  at  5  1-2  doUara  per  hundred  weight 
441  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight ; 
and  tlie  balance  of  89^295  1-2  dollars  in  money. 

NEW%JERSEY. 
3000  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barrel 
4000  barrels  of  pork ;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel 
12000  barrels  of  flour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel 
4000  hundred  weif^t  of  beef  $  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
1333  hundred  weight  of  beef;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
996  bushels  of  sidt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel ; 
and  the  balance  of  107,152  dollars  in  money. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

SOOO  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barrel 
2000  barrels  of  pork ;  at  22  dolUrs  per  baiTel 
1500  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-9  doUars  per  hundred  weight 
500  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
55000  barreb  of  flour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel 

50000  gaUons  of  West-India  nun,  full  proof;  at  1  2<3  dollars  per  gaUoo. 
13028  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel ; 
and  the  babnce  of  273,832  2-3  dolUtfs  in  money. 

DELAWARE. 

800  baireb  of  pork;  at  22  doOars  per  barrel 
3471  barreb  of  flour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel 
^000  gallons  of  West-India  luro,  full  proof;  at  1  2-3  dollar  per  gallon. 
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SOO  bushels  of  tkdt ;  at  S  dollars  per  bushel ; 
and  the  balance  of  20240  3^  doUan  in  money. 

MARYLAND. 

4800  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  dollara  per  barrel. 

5500  barreU  of  pork ;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
3OO00  barrels  of  flour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 

9000  hundred  weight  uf  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weight     - 

3000  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
17007  gallons  of  W  est-India  rum,  full  proof;  at  12-3  dollar  per  gallon. 

4000  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel ; 
mnd  the  balance  of  188,111  dollars  in  money. 

VIRGINIA. 
9000  barrels  of  beef;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barreL 
10617  barrels  of  pork ;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
7529  barreb  of  flour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 
23670  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weiglit 
7890  hundred  weight  of  beef;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
70292  gallons  of  Wesftplndia  rum,  fuU  proof;  at  1  2*3  dollars  per  gallon. 
6673  bushels  of  salt ;  at  3  dollars  per  bushel ; 
and  tlie  balance  of  297,645  dollars  in  money. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 
3000  barrels  of  beef ;  at  17  1-2  dollars  per  barrel. 
5000  barrels  of  pork;  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
6000  barreb  offlour ;  at  9  dollars  per  barrel. 
7500  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  5  1-2  dollars  per  hundred  weight 
2500  hundred  weight  of  beef ;  at  8  dollars  per  hundred  weight 

99 1  busheb  of  salt ;  at  3  doIlarB  per  bushel. 
21000  gallons  of  West-India  rum,  tuU  proof;  at  1  2-3  dollars  per  gallon ; 
mud  the  balance  of  119,06o  dollars  in  money. 

Besolvtd,  That  the  articles  aforesaid  be  delivered  by  the  respectire  states 
on  or  l>efore  the  several  dates  hereafter  mentioned,  at  such  place  or  places, 
within  the  respective  states,  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  viz. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
2500  barreb  of  beef,  3000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781. 
1500^gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  1781. 
3000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781.  * 

12624  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  July,  1781. 

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
15000  baireb  of  beef,  2000  barreb  of  poriE,  18000  gallons  of  rum,  2000  busheb  of.  salt, 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781 
9000  gallons  of  rum,  1000  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  1781. 
18000  gallons  of  rum,  2000  bushels  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781. 
29J76  gallons  of  rum,  8000  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  July,  1781. 

RHODE-ISLAND. 
900  barreb  of  beef,  83  barreb  of  pork,  3000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1781. 
1500  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  1781. 
3000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781. 
12508  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  July,  1781. 

CONNECTICUT. 
15000  barrels  of  beef,  3500  barreb  of  pork,  4000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the' 1st 
day  of  January,  1781. 
2000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  tst  day  of  March,  1781. 
4000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781. 
15000  gallons  of  rum,  813  bushed  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  15th  of  July,  1781. 

NEW-YORK, 

2800  barreb  of  beef,  1500  barreb  of  pork,  4000  barreb  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1781. 
2000  barreb  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  March  1781. 
4000  barreb  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1781. 
6000  baireb  of  floiir,  on  or  befote  the  15th  of  July,  1781. 

NEW-JERSEY. 
3000  barreb  of  beef,  4000  barreb  of  pork,  2000  barreb  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  Ist 
dviy  of  January,  1781. 
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1000  barrck  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  l«t  of  March,  1781. 

2000  barrels  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  Blay,  1761. 

7000  buTtb  of  flour,  996  buahels  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  15di  of  July,  178U 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

SOOO  barrels  of  beef,  2000  barreb  of  pork,  6000  barrels  of  flour,  9000  pUons  of  ran, 
2000  bushels  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781. 

3000  barreb  of  flour,  4500  g!^ons  of  rum,  1000  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  n^af 
Uarch,  1781. 

6000  barreb  of  flour,  9000  gallons  of  nun,  2000  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  Ut 
dayof  May,  1781. 

40000  baireb  of  flour,  27500  gallons  of  rum,  8028  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  15tk 
of  July,  1781. 

DELAWARE. 
800  barreb  of  pork,  500  barreb  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  Jtnaary,  1781, 
250  barreb  of  nour,  pn  or  before  the  Ist  dav  of  March,  1781. 
500  barreb  of  flour,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  May,  1781. 

2221  barreb  of  flour,  2000  gallons  of  rum,  500  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  ^e  15di</ 
July,  1781. 

MABTLAND. 
4800  barreb  of  beef,  5S00  baireb  of  pork,  2500  barreb  of  flour,  aOO  gaUou  of  vm, 
1000  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  January,  1781. 

1250  barrels  of  flour,  400  gallons  of  rum,  500  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  1st  d^ 
of  March,  1781. 

2500  barrebof  flour,  800  gallons  of  rum,  1000  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  tfaelst% 
of  May,  1781. 

13750  barreb  of  flour,  15007  gallons  of  rum,  1500  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  Ulh 
day  of  July,  1781. 

VIRGWIA. 
9000^barrebof  beef,  10617  barreb  of  pork,  2500  barreb  oT  flour,  llOOOgaUonstfran, 
1000  buslielsof  salt,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Januaiy,  1781. 

1250  barreb  of  flour,  5500  gallons  of  rum,  500  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  Ut 
day  of  March,  1781. 

2500  barreb  of  flour,  11000  gallons  of  rum,  1000  busheb  of  salt,  on  or'before  dk  lit 
day  of  May,  1781. 

1279  barrels  of  flour,  42792  gallons  of  rum,  4173  busheb  of  salt ,  on  4r  before  Hie  ISOt 
of  July,  1781. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 
3000  barrels  of  beef,  5000  barreb  of  pork,  2000  barreb  of  flour,  4000  galkos  of  nun, 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781. 

1000  barreb  of  flour,  2000  gallons  of  rum,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  1781. 
,  2000  barrebof  flour,  4000  gallons  of  rum,on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781. 

1000  barreb  of  flour,  11000  gallons  of  rum,  991  busheb  of  salt,  on  or  before  the  \S^ 
of  July,  1781. 

Resolved,  That  each  barrel  of  beef  contain  240  ponnda  net;  each  baml 
of  pork  contain  220,pounds  net ;  each  barrel  of  flour  contain  224  poondsaet: 

That  the  beef  on  foot  be  delivered  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  con* 
miMary-general  shall  order« 

Mesolved,  That  a  return  be  made  on  the  dajs  aforesaid,  respectivelj,  t0 
the  board  ot  war,  and  duplicates  to  the  commissarj-scneral. 

Resolved,  That  the  sunib  of  monej  above-mentioned  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury of  tlie  United  States,  in  four  equal  quarterly  payments,  and  that  the 
first  payment  be  mjide  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1781. 

Resolved,  That  pork  be  received  from  any  state  in  lien  of  beef,  or  beef  in 
lieu  of  pork,  in  quantities  proportioned  to  the  prices  annexed  to  each,  bj  t 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  February  last : 

That  continental  rum,  or  other  spirits  suitable  for  die  army,  be  raceind 
in  lieu  of  West-India  rum,  in  proportion  to  the  prices  assigned  to  each  by  the 
said  resolution. 

That  Indian  meal,  well  sifted  or  bolted^  be  received  in  lieu  of  flour,  intfc* 
proportion  of  one  pound  and  an  half  of  the  former  for  one  pound  of  die  latter, 
to  be  issued  to  the  army  in  the  same  proportion ;  provided  that  no  ladua 
meal  be  thus  commutable  after  the  first  day  of  March,  without  the  a[frohs- 
tion  of  the  officer  commanding  in  the  department. 
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Beaidvedj  That  if  it  shall  appear,  on  an  adjustment  of  the  quotas  of  the 
several  states,  that  any  state  nas  supplied  more  than  its  dae  proportion  in 
v^alne,  everj  such  state  shall  be  paid  the  yalne  of  tiie  surplus  at  the  rates 
aforesaid,  in  specie,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  time 
sach  surplus  snail  have  been  deposited  as  above  directed ;  and  every  state 
w^hich  shall  have  failed  to  supply  its  due  proportion,  shall  be  charged  with 
the  deficiency  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  and  tde  like  interest  thereon,  from  the 
time  that  the  same  ooffht  ti»  have  been  deposited. 

Conmss  p^ioceeded  to  the  election  of  a  consul  to  reside  in  France^  and 
the  bauots  being  taken,  William  Palfrey  was  elected,  having  been  previou8<« 
ly  nominated  by  Mn  Walker. 

MONDAY,  JTovember  6, 1780. 

The  delegates  for  Connecticut  laid  before  Congress  the  credentials  of 
their  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Renlved,  That  the  partizan  corps  commanded  by  major  Lee  in  fnture 
liave  two  field  officers,  a  lieutenant-colonel  and  a  major. 

Resolved,  That  major  Lee  be,  and  herebv  is,  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry  in  the  army  of  tne  United  States,  retaining  tha 
command  of  his  present  corps : 

That  the  further  arrangement  of  his  said  corps  be  referred  to  the  com* 
mander  in  chief,  to  take  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
on  the  memorial  of  R.  Pomeroy,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  liauidation  of  the  accounts  of  R.  Pomeroy,  sole 
commissioner  for  settling  and  paying  the  arrears  of  clothing  for  the  army  in 
1 777,  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  allow  him  a  salary  after  the  rate 
of  1200  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  computed  from  March  6th,  1779,  being  the 
time  of  his  appointment  to  office,  to  the  14th  of  this  inst.  November ;  and  that 
the  balance  oe  paid  to  him  in  bills  of  the  emission  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
of  Con|res6  of  the  18th  of  Marcji  last,  and  a  warrant  reported  accordingly, 
in  his  favor  on  John  Lawrence,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan- 
office  in  the  state  of  Connecticut 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  charse  the  hon.  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  in 
their  books,  with  the  moneys  supplied  him  by  Mr.  John  Bradford ;  that  so 
much  of  their  report  as  relates  to  col.  George  Morgan's  accounts  be  re-corn 
mitted,  and  that  the  board  be  informed,  that  the  interest  heretofore  paid  oa 
loan-office  certificates,  under  the  resolutions  of  Congress  previous  to  the  28th 
of  Jane  last,  was  paid  and  received  as  full  compensation  for  interest  due, 
agreeably  to  the  said  resolutions,  that  all  money  loaned  under  the  said  reso- 
lutions was  paid  in  on  a  dependence  that  the  said  resolutions  would  be  com- 
plied with  ;  and  therefore  that  no  retrospect  in  additional  interest,  where 
the  interest  has  been  duly  paid  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  aforesaid,  ought 
to  take  place,  but  that  from  and  after  the£8th  June  last,  all  interest  on  loan- 
office  certificates  be  paid  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  June  £8th,  on  which 
the  table  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  money  loaned  is  founded.' 

THURSDAY,  Jftwember  9,  1780. 

A  memorial  of  the  reverend  James  Sproat  and  Blihu  Spencer  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  hospital  chaplains  having  been  discontinued,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  t(y  appoint  brigade  chaplains  from 
the  army,  from  time  to  time,  to  attend  the  li^tablished  hospitals. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  t  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  the  payment  of  the  tiiree 
horses  reported  to  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  lieutenant-col.  Lee. 
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Reaolvedt  That  the  officers  of  cavalrj  be  enjmned  to  make  do  purchi&esof 
horses  00  public  account  without  the  order  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  November  10.  1780. 
Resolved^  That  Congress  approve  of  the  orders  giren  by  the  corominder 
in  chief  to  brigadier-general  Clinton,  to  supply  the  Canadian  families  rtsid- 
log  in  the  state  of  New- York  with  a  ration  tor  each  individual ;  and  that  the 
governor  of  the  said  state  be  requested  tp  cause  an  enquiry  to  be  made  iDto 
their  circumstances,  to  take  them  under  his  protection,  and  to  give  theni  sacb 
further  assistance,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  as  he  shall  judge  Mr 
cessary. 

Resolvedj  That  the  accounts  of  capt.  Traversie,  for  services  done  for  th« 
United  States,  by  order  of  major-gen.  Gates,  be  paid,  and  that  the  board  of 
treasury  liquidate  his  accounts;  and  that  a  warrant  issue  on  the  trrssorer 
for  the  balance  which  shall  be  found  due  to  him. 

The  board  of  admiraK^,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  1st,  from  the 
minister  of  France,  settmg  forth  the  several  inconveniencies  resultiag  froii 
the  abuse  the  British  make  of  papers  or  clearances  they  take  in  Amencao 
prizes,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  »nd  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  governors  or  pre- 
sidents of  the  several  states,  who  grant  commissions  for  private  vessels « 
war,  that  on  the  back  of  the  commission  there  be  inserted,  a  minute  tlescnp- 
tion  of  the  persons  of  the  captain  and  his  lieutenant,  with  their  aj^,  sUtnre, 
complexion,  &c.  re^ctiveiy  certified  by  the  governor  or  preiideot  uoder 
his  {»eal  of  i^ffice^ 

That  where  commissions,  commonly  called  letters  of  marque  and  ^"^ 
are  granted  to  armed  vessels  going  on  mercantile  voyages,  the  master  aJMl 
his  chief  mate  be  renuired  to  undersign  their  clearances,  in  the  prejcweol 
the  naval  officer  of  the  port,  who  is  also  to  insert  en  the  back  of  tbe  clear- 
ance, a  minute  description  of  the  persons  of  the  master  and  chief  nate,  witA 
their  age,  stature,  complexions,  ac.  respectively,  and  to  certify  ^  ^^^ 
under  his  signature  and  seal  of  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  John  Lawrence,  as  judge  advocate,  be  set- 
tled at  the  rate  of  60  dollars  per  month,  from  the  time  of  his  appNBtneDt 
to  the  27th  of  March,  1778,  and  from  that  day  to  the  Ist  of  Aogliist  la^t.  tf 
the  mte  of  75  dollars  per  month :  That  the  depreciation  on  his  ^7*^^ 
adjusted  on  the  same  principles  as  are  directed  with  respect  to  that  part « 
the  line  of  the  army  which  is  to  be  provided  for  by  Congress:  that  from  t^ 
1st  day  of  August  last,  his  pay  and  appointments  be  140  dollars  per  do*^ 
£  rations  per  day,  exclusive  of  what  is  allowed  to  the  office  by  the  arrangt- 
meut  of  the  quarter-master's  department : 

That  Mr.  Edwards,  besides  his  pay  as  ft4ieutenant,  shall  bejentitled  to  id 
addition  of  15  dollars  per  month,  as  deputy  judge  advocate,  and  ^^^^J!' 
Strong  shall  in  all  respects,  excepting  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  be  entitled  « 
the  pay  and  appointments  provided  for  Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  time 
hath  or  shall  continue  to  execute  the  office  of  deputy  judge  advocate. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-oiBces  in 
respective  states,  be  and  hereby  are  directed'  to  forward  to  the  ^^^^°^\ 
treasury  at  Philadelphia,  all  such  continental  billsof  credit  as  may  have oe^ 
from  time  to  time  lodsed  in  their  offices,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Con^^ 
the  18th  day  of  March  last;  having  first  cancelled  them  in  the  mode  pit- 
scribed  by  the  resolution  of  the  1st  day  of  September  last,  that  the;  in*J 
examined  and  burned.  .  j 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  hereby  is  fuH;  ^^^ilt 
and  directed  to  cause  all  horses  in  the  arfny,  whether  of  public  or  ™  P"' 
property,  to  be  immediately  removed  from  thence,  which  in  bis  optnioi' 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  be  retained  for  public  use : 
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That  all  horses  belonging  to  ofllcers,  for  which  forage  is  allowed,  shall,  in 
case  they  are  removed  beyond  the  distance  from  which  long  forage  is  brought 
to  the  army,  be  famished  with  their  rations  of  forage  during  the  winter,  or  an 
equivalent  in  money  paid  for  the  same,  if  kept  at  the  expense  of  the  owners : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  take  immediate  measures  for  removing 
all  horses,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  thd  opinion  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  can  be  spared  from  the  army, -into  some  one  or  more 
of  the  said  states  where  he  can  provide  the  said  horses  with  forage  on  rea- 
sonable terms : 

That  if  it  be  deemed  preferable  by  the  commander  in  chief,  tha't  a  propor- 
tion of  the  public  horses  should  be  disposed  of  for  draft  oxen,  to  be  provided 
for  the  ensuinc  campaign,  he  be  authorized  to  direct  the  quarter-master  gen- 
eral to  effect  the  same,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic service : 

That  the  quarter  roaster  general  immediately  apply  to  the  executive  au- 
thority of  the  states  nearest  the  quarters  of  the  main  army,  to  furnish  such 
q'jantities  of  forage  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  enable  him  to  lay  up  proper 
magazines  for  the  use  of  the  army;  ana  that  be  also  apply  to  the  more  dis- 
tant states  to  furnish  the  intermediate  posts  with  forage  (br  the  purpose  of 
transporting  provisions  and  stores  to  the  army,  and  provide  forage  for  the 
horses  removed  from  the  army  : 

That,  as  soon  as  the  foregoing  resolutions  for  the  removal  of  the  horses  in 
camp  are  carried  into  effect,  the  commander  in  chief  cause  returns  to  be 
made  to  the  board  of  war,  of  all  horses,  both  0/  public  and  private  property, 
kept  in  camp  at  the  public  expense,  and  also  of  those  removed, 'noting  at 
what  places  kept  and  on  what  business  employed* 

MONITAY,  J^ovember  13, 1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th,  from  governor  Jefferson,  was  read,  inclosine  a  letter, 
of  the  1st,  from  major-general  Gates,  with  a  particular  account  of  tne  victory 
obtained  by  the  militia  over  the  enemy  at  Ring's  Mountain,  on  the  7th  of 
October  last;  Whereupon, 

RestUvtdt  That  Congress  entertain  a  hish  sense  of  the  spirited  and  military 
conduct  of  colonel  Campbell*  and  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  un- 
der his  command,  displayed  in  the  action  of  October  7th,  in  which  a  com- 
plete victor?  was  obtained  over  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  advantage- 
ously posted  on  King's  Mountain,  in  the  state  of  North -Carolina  ;  and  that 
this  resolution  be  published  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern  army, 
in  general  orders.       ^ 

TUESDAY,  J\rovember  14,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  mode  suggested  by  the  commander 
in  chief,  of  incorporating  the  remainder  of  the  men  of  the  late  brigadier 
general  Pulaski's  legion,  and  as  many  of  the  officers  as  there  are  vacancies 
tor,  into  colonel  Arroand's  corps ;  and  that  a  return  be  made  to  the  board 
of  war  of  the  deficiency  of  that  corps,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  com- 
nlete  it  according  to  the  late  establishment ;  and  that  lieutenant-colonel 
-Lee  make  a  return  of  the  deficiency  of  his  corps,  for  the  same  purpose. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  lay  before  Congress  a  return 
of  the  officers  of  the  engineering  department,  including  those  of  the  compa- 
nies of  sappers  and  miners,  and  distinguishing  such  as,  in  his  judgment,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  retain  in  service,  in  order  that  the  officers  of  that  de- 
partment, who  shall  be  continued  in  service,  may  be  put  on  an  equal  esta* 
btishment  with  the  officers  of  the  line,  and  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
such  as  shall  be  reduced, 
f  Hesolvedf  That  the  clause  of  the  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief  of 
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the  rth,  which  respects  the  laying  in  magazines  of  pronstoas  contigaoos  to 
ihe  army,  while  tlie  season  admits  of  tntnsportatioD,  t>e  forwarded  to  the 
executives  of  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland ;  that  they 
be  informed  the  efforts  of  those  states  are  become  the  more  essential  from 
the  destruction  of  the  grain  upon  the  western  frontiers  of  the  state  of  New- 
York  in  the  later  incursion  of  the  enemy;  and 

That  they  be  earnestly  required  to  urge  forward,  without  loss  of  time*  as 
great  a  proportion  of  the  provisions  assigned  to  their  quotas  as  can  be  po- 
cured,  tiiat  the  army  may  no  longer  be  exposed  to  wan^  or  Congress  to  cim- 
plaints,  which  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  redress. 

And  whereas  it  is  represented  by  the  commander  in  chief,  that  the  eiiear 
at  New-Yoric  derive  great  supplies  of  provisions  from  a  traide  with  the  ail- 
jacent  states,  and  that  the  penalty  of  this  criminal  commerce,  by  the  laws 
now  existing,  is  either  so  slight  or  so  little  attended  to,  that  it  does  not  pre- 
vent the  practice :  and  that  by  these  means  the  enemy  have  often  been  en- 
abled to  Dear  the  disappointment  of  the  arrival  of  their  provision  fleet8«  and 
to  avoid  the  distress  wnich  they  must  have  experienced  nad  the  resource's  of 
the  country  been  effectually  cut  off  from  them;  and  whereas  most  nations 
have  made  it  capital  for  their  -subjects  to  furnish  the  enemy  with  provisions 
and  militanr  stores  during  war : 

Resolveai  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  respective  states,  by  whom  it  hath  not  already  been  done,  to  inflict  capital 
punishments  on  all  such  persons  as  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  supply  the 
enemy  with  provisions  or  military  or  naval  stores ;  and  that  the  most  ef^- 
tual  measures  be  adopted  by  the  respective  states  for  the  vigorous  execatioa 
of  such  laws* 

WEDNESDAY,  M*ovember  15, 1780. 

JResolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  officers  on  the  civil  list,  as  fixed  by  llie 
resolution  of  the  1 3th  and  £5th  of  September  last,  shall  have  retrospect  from 
that  day  to  the  2d  of  November,  1778 ;  that  the  value  of  all  moneys  and  ar- 
ticles received  on  account  of  salaries  since  the  said  Sd  dsy  of  Noveaber, 
shall  be  accounted  for  and  ascertained,  agreeable  to  the  resoiutisos  of  the 
28th  of  June  last ;  and  that  the  balances  snail  be  paid  in  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  March*  1780,  any  for- 
mer resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  immediate  measures  for  com- 
pleting the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  William  Palfrey»  late  pay-master 
general,  agreeably  to  his  request,  that  he  may  forthwith  proceed  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  office  to  which  he  was  appointed  on  the  4th  instants  that  in 
the  adjustment  of  his  accounts  an  allowance  be  made  for  his  pay  and  sub- 
sistence, at  the  rate  fixed  bv  Congress,  before  the  1st  day  of  September,  1777, 
upon  the  principle  establisned  in  the  resolution  of  this  day : 

That  Mn  Audibert  be  allowed,  for  his  services  as  first  clerk  in  the  oSce 
of  pay-master  general,  500  dollars  per  anpum  ;  and  that  a  settlement  of  bis 
accounts  be  accordingly  made  by  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  principle 
above  mentioned. 

THURSDAY,  Mhvemher  16,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  Charles  Stewart,  commissary-general  of  issies, 
was  read,  respecting  the  resignation  and  settlement  of  the  account  ot  James 
Gray,  deputy  coromissary-eeneral,  at  Albany,  and  proposing  that  Jasies 
Gamble,  who  is  now  in  the  department  with  tlie  grand  army,  may  be  appsint- 
ed  to  conduct  the  business  heretofore  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Gray,  aatil 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Gray's  accounts ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  said  proposal ;  that  the  said  com* 
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miasanr-geaeral  be  directed  to  carr^  the  same  into  effect;  and  Mr.  Graj 
settle  his  accounts  without  loss  of  time. 

MONDAY,  ^%vemher  20.  1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  governor 
Jefferson's  letter  of  the  Tth ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolvtdj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  to  cause 
the  prisoners  taken  at  King's  Mountain  to  be  secured  in  such  manner  and  at 
such  places  as  he  may  judge  proper : 

That  a  list  of  the  names  ol  the  torj  prisoners  be  taken^  distinguishing  the 
states,  county,  or  district,  to  which  they  severally  belong,  and  transmitted 
to  the  executive  of  their  several  states,  who  are  requested  to  take  such  order 
respecting  them,  as  the  public  security  and  the  laws  of  the  respective  states 
may  require. 

TUESDAY,  Mn^mber  21,  1780. 

Resolvedn  That  a  member  be  elected  for  the  board  of  war :  the  member 
chosen,  Mr.  Cornell. 

THURSDAY,  J^ovemher  23,  1780. 

Mr.  J.  Root,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  attended  and  took 
his  seat. 

Resolvedy  That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  hon.  Ralph  Izard  with 
bills  of  exchange,  out  of  those  already  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  Dr.  Franklin 
and  Mr.  Jar,  to  the  amount  of  52,1 13  livre%  being  the  balance  of  his  account, 
as  accepted  by  Congress  on  the  11th  of  August  last;  30,000  livres  thereof 
to  be  on  Mr.  Jay,  and  the  remainder  on  Dr.  Franklin. 

Besolvei,  That  the  hon.  John  Adams  be  infonned  of  this  transaction,  which 
IS  to  supersede  the  orders  given  to  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  on  the  1  Ith  of  Au- 
gust last,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  balance  of  52.113  livres  to  Mr.  Izard. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  ofcapt  Joseph  Tra- 
verai,  report, 

That  It  is  inexpedient  to  give  him  any  military  rank  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States: 

Beaehedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

FRIDAY,  f^ovemher  24,  irSO. 

Mr.  Clymer,  a  delegate  lor  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  pro- 
duced tf^p.credentials  of  the  delegates  for  that  state,  which  w'ere  read. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  letter  from  coI.Tupper  deli- 
vered in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  letter,  of  the  6th  instant,  from  col.  Benjamin  Tupper, 
requesting  payment  for  55  stand  of  arms,  detained  by  coh  Fellows  from  the 
men  of  the  8th  Massachusetts  regiment,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1775,  be 
referred  to  the  executive  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  examine  into  the  nature 
of  the  claim,  and,  if  equitable,  to  take- order  tor  the  payment  of  the  same, 
on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered f  That  doctor  Shippen,  director  of  the  hospitals,  repair  to  head- 
quarters, and  put  himself  under  the  orders  ot  the  commander  in  chief. 

SATURDAY,  Jfwemher  25, 1780. 

A  bill  of  exchange  was  presented  to  Congress,. drawn  on  the  honourable 
John  Hancock,  president  of  Congress,  by  Sumuel  Chew,  in  favour  of  the 
order  of  Michael  Hendrick  Lesten,  etpreesetl  for  the  sum  of  632  guilders, 
expressed  to  be  for  sundries  supplied  for  the  brigantine  Resistance,  dated 
at  Demarara,  December  S,  1777 ; 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  take 
order. 
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Resolved,  That  all  the  artificers  in  the  department  of  military  stores  in 
Pennsylvania,  be  removed  to  Carlisle ;  and  that  in  fotore  only  an  issnini 
store  and  an  elaboratory  for  fixing  ammunition  be  kept  in  Philadelphia. 

That  ffen.  Washington  detach  a  field  officer  of  artillery  to  take  the  com- 
mand and  superintend  the  business  at  Carlisle,  and  under  Gie  orders  of  the 
board  of  war. 

That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  directed  to  form  a  snfideot 
magazine  of  provisions  at  Carlisle  tor  the  supply  of  the  post. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  take  immediate  measurea  for  famishing  sack 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  for  supplying  the  department  of  milita- 
ry stores,  agreeably  to  an  estimate  approved  by  the  board  of  war. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter, 
of  the  12th,  from  Jonathan  Bryan,  which  is  in  the  words  following: 

That  the  several  matters  stated  in  his  letter  appear  to  be  true,  and  there- 
fore from  the  particular  situation  of  Mr.  Bryan,  and  in  consideration  of  die 
hardships  he  has  suffered  by  a  long  captivity  and  removal  far  from  his  fanutly 
and  friends,  at  his  advanced  period  or  life ;  they  recommend  that  Mr.  Bryan 
be  reimbursed  1400  dollars,  advanced  by  him  in  March,  l77Sj  for  the  aae 
of  the  troops  in  Georgia,  according  to  the  value  of  the  money  at  that  time; 
that  he  also  be  paid,  £  43  lOs.  sterling,  on  account,  being  one  half  of  the 
value  of  the  two  boats  at  the  time  they  were  furnished  for  the  nse  of  the 
armj  ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  to  take  order. 

Msolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

MONDAY,  Mvemher  27,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  hereby  are  anthorized  to 
enter  into  such  contracts  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shall  think  fit,  for  the 
purpose  of  despatching  the  frigate  Trumbull  on  a  cruize,  not  to  exceed  six 
months,  for  the  protection  of  trade  and  annoyance  of  the  enemy, 
loss  of  time. 

Additaoual  iostraetkms  to  tf»c  cttptains  and  oommanders  of  all  slupa  of  war  aad  prhrate 
leU  who  abaU  lia^e  eommiiHoita  or  lettcn  of  marque  and  repriiu. 

1st.  Tou  shall  permit  all  neutral  vessels  freely  to  navigate  on  the  hi^ 
seas  or  coasts  of  America,  except  such  as  are  employed  in  carrying  contra- 
band goods  or  soldiers  to  the  enemies  of  these  United  States. 

Sd.  You  shall  not  seize  or  capture  any  effects  belonging  to  the  sabjects 
of  belligerent  powers  on  board  neutral  vessels,  except  contraband  goods. 

3d.  The  term  contrabanVl  shall  be  confined  to  those  articles  which  are 
expressly  declared  to  be  such  in  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  of  Fe* 
bmary  6th,  1778,  between  these  United  States  and  his  most  Christian  ma- 
iestjT,  namely,  arms,  great  guns,  bombs  widi  their  fuses  and  other  things  be- 
longing  to  them,  cannon  balls,  gun-powder,  match,  pikes,  swords,  lances, 
spears,  halberts,  mortars,  petards,  grenadoes,  salt-petre,  muskets,  mvsket- 
balls,  bucklers,  helmets,  breast-plates,  coats  of  mail,  and  the  like  kind  of 
arms  proper  for  arming  soldiers,  musket-rests,  belts,  horses  with  their  fnmi- 
ture,  and  all  other  warlike  instruments  whatever. 

4th.  That  all  commissions,  bonds,  and  instructions  shall  be  conformable 
to  the  preceding  regulations :  and  if  any  thing  shall  be  done,  or  willineir 
suffered  to  be  done,  contrary  thereto,  the  offender  shall  not  only  hrfat  lis 
commission  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  bond, 
but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved  for  damages  sastoined  by  sock 
malversation. 

5th.  These  instructions,  the  principles  on  which  they  are  grounded,  ind 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  5th  day  of  October  last,  shall  serve  as  a  rule  of 
proceeding  in  the  United  States  on  tlie  legality  of  prizes. 
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TUESDAY,  JWvemkr  28, 1 780. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  Mr.  Motte,  a  member  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
was  read,  stating,  that  on  examining  the  certificates,  it  appears,  that  of  the 
1400  dollars,' reported  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bryan,  800  were  aavanced  by  him  on 
the  9th  of  March,  1777,  and  600  on  the  2d  of  MarchKl778. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  take  order. 

€hrdtred.  That  the  commander  in  chief,  the  commanding  officer  in  the 
southern  department,  the  inspector-general,  the  adjutant-general,  and  the 
commanding  officer  of  each  states^  line,  respeotively,  be  supplied  with  the 
journals  of  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

Some  doubts  having  arisen  in  the  minds  of  the  general  officers,  whether 
the  resolution  of  the  Slst  of  October  last,  granting  half-pay  for  life  to  the  offi- 
cers who  shall  remain  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  was  meant  to  ex- 
tend to  them  : 

HeBohed,  That  the  said  half-pay  for  life  be  extended  to  all  major-generals 
and  brigadier-generals,  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war: 

That  die  resolution  of  the  21st  of  October  was  so  meant  and  intended. 

WEDNESDAY,  J^vember  29,  1780. 

Mr.  Wolcott,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  attended  and  took 
his  seat. 

Resolved^  That  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  8th  'of  January  last,  providing; 
for  the  pajrment  of  officers'  horses  killed  in  action,  be  extended  to  such 
officers  entitled  to  keep  them,  who  shall  have  their  horses  wounded  and  dis- 
abled In  action ;  provioed  the  horses  so  wounded  and  disabled  be  delivered 
to  the  department  of  the  quarter-master  general. 

Resolved,  That  two  commissioners  be  appointed  to  act,  in  conjunction  with 
the  treasurer,  in  examining,  counting  and  burning  the  continental  bills  of 
credit  paid  in  by  the  several  loan-officers,  to  be  destroyed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  treasury : 

That  the  treasurer  and  commissioners  aforesaid,  take  proper  care  to  select 
all  counterfeits,  if  any  may  happen  to  be  among  the  bills  so  brought  in  to  be 
destroyed.  « 

THURSDAY,  M*ovemher  SO,  1780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  of 
November  27th,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Raolved,  That  the  sum  of  4000  dollars,  in  specie,  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer,  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  omcers  who  are  prisoners  in 
Cbarlestown,  and  transmitted  for  the  supply  of  the  said  officers  by  the  flag 
which  is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  South-Cai^lina ;  and  that  bills  on  our 
ministers  in  Europe,  to  the  amount  of  the  said  sum,  be  by  the  board  of  war 
rctnmed  and  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  of  the  continental 
loan -office  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  immediately  make  sale  of  «part  of 
the  aforesaid  bills,  so  depositetl  by  the  board  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  100, 
000  dollars,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  board  of  war,  to  forward  the 
wagons  with  stores  for  the  use  of  the  southern  army,  and  for  payment  of  the 
artificers  ordered  to  the  southward. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  commissary -general  of  purchases,  whose  duty 
shall  be  to  purchase  provisions  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  the  comman- 
der in  chief  or  board  of  war:  to  call  upon  the  principal  state  agents  or 
commissioners  for  such  supplies  as  their  respective  legislatures  shall  make 
provision  for,  and  to  keep  up  a  regular  correspondence  with  them,  to  the  end 
that  their  prospects  of  furnishing  such  supplies  may  be  fully  known ;  of 
which  corresp«iadence  he  shall  keep  a  fair  and  correct  register,  as  well  as  of 
every  other  official  transaction  :  to  direct  the  quantities  and  species  of  pro- 
visions to  be  stored  in  the  magazines  of  the  several  states,  under  the  orders 
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9f  the  cummander  in  chief,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  forwarded  to  the  amy. 
as  occasion  may  reqaire ;  for  which  purpose  he  is  hereby  empowered  ta  call 
on  the  quarter-master  general,  and  Um  deputy-quarter  masters  fortheneam 
of  transportation:  to  make  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in chiffaod 
board  of  war  of  aU  persons  employed  by  him,  specifying  for  what  time  and 
on  what  terms ;  and  of  all  provisions  received  in  each  month,  from  when, 
from  what  state,  and  the  quantities  delivered  to  the  i88itin|^  commisaario, 
their  names,  and  at  what  posts ;  also  of  all  provisions  remaming  on  hands, 
at  what  magazines  and  in  whose  care ;  the  returns  tobe  made  up  to  the  list 
day  of  each  month,  and  forwarded  as  soon  after  as  may  be :  to  cause  all  kis 
accounts  with  the  United  States  to  be  closed  annually,  on  the  1st  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, and  laid  before  the  board  of  treasury  for  settlement,  by  the  Utdayef 
March  ensuing: 

That  there  be  a  deputy -commissary  of  purchases  for  the  southern  arnr, 
appointed  by  the  commissary-general,  whose  duty  shall  be  the  same  witb  r- 
bpect  to  that  army,  as  that  of  the  commissary-ffeneral  with  the  main  army: 
lie  shall  make  his  returns  to  the  commanding  omcer  of  the  soithem  ariii}, 
and  to  tlie  commissary -general,  to  whom  he  shall  be  responsible : 

The  commissary-general  and  deputy-commissary  shall  each  appoint  ooc 
assistant-commissary,  one  superintendent  of  live  stock,  two  clerks,  and  u 
many  butchers,  coopers,  drovers  and  labourers,  as  may  be  necessary  furcoD' 
ducting  the  business  of  the  department,  and  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  pij 
of  the  butchers,  coopers,  drovers  and  labourers  subject  to  the  control  of  ik 
board  of  war : 

Ihat  the  pay  of  the  several  officers  in  the  department  be  in'the  bills  emit- 
ted in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  18th  clay  of  March  last  as  follows: 

The  commissary -general  177  dollars  per  month,  3  rations  for  himself  ud     i 
servants,  and  forage  for  2  horses ;  deputy -commissary  125  dollars  per  oafltii, 
£  rations  for  himself  and  servant,  and  forage  for  2  horses  : 

Assistant  commissaries  7i)  dollars  per  month,  2  rations  and  for^ftf  I 
horse. 

Superintendent  of  live  stock  50  dollars  per  montli,  I  ration  and  forage  for 
1  horse.  * 

Clerks  40  dollars  per  month  and  1  ration. 

Resolved,  That  no  officer  appointed  under  the  foreaoing  regulations  be 
entitled  to  draw  pay  unless  he  produce  a  certificate  of  nis  having  taken  the 
oaths  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  February  Sd,  1778  : 

Resolved,  That  Ephraim  Blaine,  esq.  be  continued  commissary-general  of 
purchases : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  immediately  to  inform  Ae 
commissary -general  and  deputy-commissary  of  the  names  oi  their  prinnpal 
agents  or  commissioners,  respectively,  for  supplying  the  army,  and  tooblife 
them  to  give  information,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  commissary-generaii  or 
the  deputy-com,missary  with  the  southern  army,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  their 
prospects,  and  how  far  they  shall  be  able  to  comply  with  their  reqatsitioos : 

That  the  live  stock  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  states  be  delivered  \» 
such  store-keepers,  within  each  state,  at  such  times  and  in  such  quantities, 
as  the  commissary-genaral  or  deputy  commissary,  shall  direct,  under  the 
regulations  contained  in  the  act  ot  Congress  of  the  I5th  of  July  last,  for  the 
delivery  of  all  other  public  property : 

That  the  store -keepers  appointed  by  the  deputy  quarter- masters  be  ob- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  commissary -general,  to  whom  they  are  to  make 
monthly  returns  of  all  their  receipts  and  deliveries,  as  far  as  respects  bi^ 
departments,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  direct : 

That  all  the  resolutions  of  Congress  heretofore  made,  respecting  the  de- 
partment of  the  commissary 'general  of  purchases,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
repealed. 
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FRIDAY,  DeeemAer  1,  1780. 

Mr.  Hoaston,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the'state  of  New-Jeraej»  laid  be- 
fore CoDgresfli  tlie  credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  accounts  of  Samuel  Fletcher,  late  a  clothing  agent, 
eniployed  by  the  board  of  war,  by  virtue  of  authority  vested  in  them  for  the 
purpose  by  Congress,  be  referred  to  the  board,  of  treasury,  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  take  order  for  the  settlement  thereof,  and  to  report  to  Congress 
what  ought  to  be  allowed  as  a  reasonable  compensation  for  nis  services : 

Coneress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letter  from  A.  Lee ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That^Mr.  Lee  be  informed,  that  Congress  approve  of- his  re- 
taining the  picture:  that  he  lie  further  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter, 
that  there  is  no  particular  charge  against  him  before  Congress  properly  sup- 
ported, and  that  he  be  assured  his  recal  was  not  intended  to  fix  any  kind  of 
censute  on  his  character  or  conduct  abroad : 

That  the  same. allowance  be  made  to  his  secretary  as  was  made  to  Mr. 
Stockton,  ^ho  acted  In  that  capacity  to  the  honourable  William  Lee  ;  and 
that  the  other  articles  stated  in  his  accounts,  with  tlie  vouchers  produced| 
be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  for  liquidation. 

MONDAY,  December  4,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  November  28th,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  inclos- 
ing a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  £5th  of  the  same  month,  from  major  Tall madge, 
fiving  an  account  of  his  surprizing  and  taking  fort  St.  George,  on  Long 
slaad,  and  the  garrison. 
Resolved,  That  no  officer  of  the  line  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
without  express  authority  from  Congress  for  that  purpose,  make  any  con- 
tract or  bargain,  or  give  any  orders,  for  the  purchase  of  articles  for  the  use 
of  the  troops  in  the  departments  of  the  clothier-^neraf,  quarter-master 
general  or  commissary-general'  of  purchases,  except  in  cases  of  necessity  for 
provisions  knd  forage  for  detachments  or  parties  in  places  where  the  same 
cannot  be  drawn  from  the  public  stores  or  magazines. 

Hesolved,  That,  instead  of  the  additional  pay  allowed  to  officers  in  the 
inspector's  d^artment,  by  the  resolution  of  Conj^ress  of  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  the  following  sums  be  allowed,  viz. 

To  the  adjutant-general,  as  assistant  inspector,  35  dollars  per  month : 

To  an  assistant-inspector  in  a  separate  army,  SO  dollars  per  month : 

To  a  lieutenant-colonel,  as  inspector  of  a  division,  25  dollars  per  month : 

To  a  major,  as  inspector  of  a  brigade,  25  dollars  per  month. 

Reeolvea,  That  the  corps  of  marachaussee  be  continued  upon  their  former 
establishment. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Simeon  de  Witt  be  appointed  geographer  to  the  army, 
in  the  room  of  Robert  Erskine,  deceased. 

Ordered,  That  for  the  future  there  be  only  three .  superintendants  of  the 
press,  and  that  Isaac  Howell,  Peter  Thomson  and  Nathaniel  Falconer  be 
coBtioued  in  office  to  discham  that  ^usiness : 

That  the  commissioners  to  oe  appointed  for  examining,  counting  and  burn- 
ing the  continental  bills  of  credit,  as  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  29th  of  November  last,  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  2-19ths  of  a  dollar, 
continental  currency,  pec  100  dollars,  or  the  equivalent  thereof  in  the  new 
bills,  or  other  current  money,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them : 

That  John  Biddle  and  Isaac  Gray  be  appointed  commissioners  for  examin- 
ina;,  counting  and  burning  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  agreeable  to  the  re- 
soTiition  of  November  29th,  and  that  they  take  an  oath  or  amrmation  of  office, 
previous  to  their  entering  on  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 
Vol.  hi.  70 


JM  JOURNALS  OF  CONOIIESS,  1780. 


Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  officers  on  the  eivil  list,  as  fiied  hy  the 
resolution  of  the  ISth  and  25th  of  September  last,  have  retrospect  to  Sep- 
teniber  Ist,  17r7»  any  thins  in  the  resolntion  of  November  15th»  which  gms 
them  a  retrospect  onlv  to  JNovemberSd,  1778,  notwithatandiDg. 

On  motion  of  the  deieg;ates  for  Pennsylvania, 

JleBolved,  That  Thomas  Smith  and  llichard  Bache  be  appoifited  eonmis- 
sioners  on  die  part  of  the  United  States,  either  of  them  to  endorse  the  bilb 
that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  parsaant  to  the  r<»Qla- 
tion  of  Congress  of  the  Idlh  of  March  last. 

TUESDAY,  December  5,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  4th»  from  David  Jackson,  hospital  surgeon,  vraa  read,  tt- 
questing  leave  to  resign : 

Ordered^  That  leave  be  granted. 

A  letter*  of  the  4th,  from  William  Winder,  one  of  th«  navy  board  of  the 
middle  department,  was  read,  stating  that  he  understands  a  reform -of  the 
said  board  has  been  in  contemplation,  and  requeating  leave  to  retire*  his  pay 
in  the  mean, time  ceasing,  until  Congress  shall  have  an  opportnnitj  of  fisiai 
the  new  establishment. 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  retire,  till  farther  orderafrom  Congress. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  6,  1780. 

Mr.  Atlee*  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  and  took 
Ms  aeat  in  Congress. 

The  committee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  letter  of  November  S8th,  frssi 
general  Washington,  brought  in  a  re|iort ;  Whereupon,  Congress  earns  to 
the  following  resolution : 

While  Congress  are  sensible  of  the  patriotism,  courage,  and  peraeveraore 
of  the  officers  and  privates  of  their  regular  forces,  as  well  as  of  the  ailitia 
throughout  theae  United  States,  and  o?  the  military  conduct  of  the  priaeipal 
eommandera  in  both  ;  it  gives  them  pleasure  to  be  so  frei|uentlT  called  vfen 
to  confer  marka  of  distinction  and  applause  for  enterprizea  which  do  honor 
to  the  profession  of  arms*  and  claim  a  high  rank  .among  military  achieve- 
menta :  in  this  light  they  view  the  enterprize  againat  fort  St.  George,  ob 
Loog*Island,  nlaoned  and  conducted  witn  wiadom  and  great  gallantly,  hj 
major  Tallmaage,  of  the  light  dragoons,  and  executed  with  intrepidity  aod 
complete  success  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  detachment. 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  major  Tallmadge's  report  to  Uie  coramaader  is 
chief  be  published,  with  the  preceding  minute,  as  a  tribute  to  distinguidied 
merit,  and  in  teatimonj  of  the  sense  Congress  entertun  of  this  brilliaot 
aanrice. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  convention  troops  as  are  not  aires  jj  remofrd 
from  the  barracks  near  Charlotteville,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  remain  at  tbit 
post  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

FRIDAY,  December  8,  178a 

Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsjlvania,  attcndnl 
and  took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

SATURDAY,  December  9^  1780. 

Mr.  W^itherspoon,  a  delegate  for  New-Jersey,  attended  and  took  bin  seat. 

Ordered,  That  the  purveyor  and  apotliecary  be  directed  to  iaaae  medkififi 
and  refreshmenta  necessary  for  the  transient  sick  which  may  be,  from  time 
to  time,  under  the  care  of  doctor  Mans,  as  is  done  in  the  general  hpspitali 
he  making  returns  of  such  sick  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  htMpitai  rmla- 
tlons  to  the  director,  and  signing  receipts  for  such  stoi-esas  are  issaed  to  him. 
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iMkrid,  That  doctor  Maut  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  the  bar* 
racks  soch  officers  as  are  appointed  to  act  under  him  as  surgeons  to  the  tran" 
sieiit  sick,  in  case  of  misdeneanor,  in  order  that  thej  be  tried  for  mtscon* 
duct  or  neglect  of  duty  bj  a  garrison  court-martial. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  on  Mr.  Palfrer's  letters,  and 
agreed  to  a  draught  of  a  commtssiou  and  instructions  to  W.  ralfrej»  as  con* 
8ul  of  the  Unitea  States  in  France. 

Resolved^  That  Joseph  Clark  and  Jonathan  Arnold  be  appointed  commis- 
sioners  on  the  part  uf  tlie  United  States,  either  of  them  to  endorse  the  bills 
that  shall  be  emitted  bj  the  state  of  Rhmle-Islaud,  pursuant  to  the  resoltt* 
tioo  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  last. 

MONDAY,  Deemher  11,1 780. 

Mr*  W.Burnett,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New -Jersey,  attended  and  took 
ills  saat  in  Congress. 

TUESDAY,  December  12,  1780. 

Jte§olved,  That  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  of  the  post-office  be  586  2-5  dol- 
lars per  annam,  and  four  dollars  per  day  for  his  travelling  expenses  while  oa 
journies ;  and  that  the  said  yearly  pay  have  retrospect  to  the  nrstday  of  Sep- 
teinber,  1777: 

Tbat  the  depreciation  of  money,  as  settled  on  the  d8th  day  of  June  last, 
l>e  made  good,  on  the  pay  of  the  post-riders,  from  the  time  the  same  was  ori- 
^nally  fixed,  and  that  (or  the  future,  their  pay  be  double  the  sum  they  re- 
ceived before  the  present  war : 

That  the  rates  on  postage  of  letters  be  fixed  at  half  the  rates  paid  at  the 
•commencement  of  the  present  war : 

That  for  the  future,  the  above  allowance  and  rates  be  paid  in  specie,  or 
money  emitted  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  or 
other  money  equivalent : 

That  the  post-riders  to  the  eastward,  durini;  their  necessary  stay  at  Fish- 
kill,  have  their  horses  k^pt  in  the  public  stables,  and  that  a  reasonable  de- 
ifection  be  made  from  their  pay  for  the  forase  they  shall  be  supplied  with. 

Ordered,  That  the  post-master  general  lay  before  the  boaru  of  treasury, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  a  state  of  the  accounts  and  sums  due  to  the  post-riders : 

That  the  post-master  general  order  the  post  riders  to  travel  throngh  Con- 
necticut, at  a  distance  from  the  sea  shore,  in  such  manner  as  may  render 
tliem  secure  from  attempts  of  a  like  nature  with  that  which  lately  Happened 
at  Stratford,  in  that  state. 

Ordered,  That  bills  of  exchange,  not  subject  to  the  order  of  the  board 
of  war,drawn  on  doctor  Franklin. agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  2Sd  day  of 
An^st  last,  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  ot  the 
continental  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  sale,  under  the  di- 
rections of  the  board  of  treasury. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  June  26th,  from  the  hon.  J.  Adams ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  that  they  be  instructed  to  inform  Mr.  Adams  of  the  satisfaction 
which  Congress  receive  from  his  industrious  attention  to  the  interests  and 
honor  of  these  United  States  abroad,  especially  in  the  transactions  communi- 
cated to  them  by  that  letter. 

Resolved,  ,Jntit  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed,  if  he  shall  judge  the 
post  at  Wyoming  necessary,  to  relieve  tlie  garrison  tliere  as  soon  as  may  be, 
DV  troops  from  tne  continental  army,  not  belonging  to  the  lines  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Connecticut^  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  said  states ;  and  that  the 
present  and  future  garrison  continue  to  be  supplied  by  the  commissary -g^ne- 
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ral  from  the  magazines  of  the  continent,  bv  purchase,  or  out  of  At  quota  of 
provisions  rained  bj  anj  state  for  the  use  of  tne  continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed  of  the  steps  Con- 
gress have  taken  to  remove  every  subject  of  jealousy  or  discontent,  and  that 
they  be  requested  to  order  the  supplies  which  were  stopped  by  lient  Hud- 
ter,  on  their  progress  to  Wyoming,  to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  (hat  gar- 
rison, to  relieve  its  present  urgent  distresses. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  13,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  doctor  Bloomfield  and  doctor  Scott,  two  hospi- 
tal physicians,  was  read,  enclosing  their  commissions,  and  desiring  that  their 
resignations  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  their  resignations  be  accepted. 

THURSDAY,  December  14, 1780. 

Ordered,  That  capt.  Job  Sumner  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  memorial 
of  the  17th  of  last  month,  that  Congress,  in  their  resolution  of  April  7tb, 
1779,  meant  to  giv^  him  the  rank  of  a  captain  in  the  army  at  large,  from  the 
Ist  day  of  July,  1776,  in  confirmation  of  the  appointment  made  by  general 
Schujler ;  but  that  no  alteration  was  intended  to  be  made  in  the  line  of  the 
state  to  which  he  belonged,  in  which  he  should  take  his  promotion,  as  if  be 
had  not  left  bis  regiment,  and  entered  on  board  the  armed  vessels. 

Ordered,  That  the  resignation  of  John  Lawrence,  commiasioner  of  the 
continental  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Connecticut,  be  accepted. 

Resolvedj  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  superintend  the  loan-office  in  that 
state,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  John  Lawrence,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  hereby  are,  enabled  to  make 
a  final  settlement  with  William  Palfrey,  late  pay-master  general,  upon  ihe 
principles  of  the  report  of  this  day,  and  upon  such  final  settlement,  to  giaot 
the  said  William  Palfrey  a  quietus,  under  the  seal  of  the  board  of  treasury* 

FRIDAY,  December  15,  1780. 

Mr,  Burke,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  North-Carolina,  attended  aod 
took  his  seat. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury,  in  adjusting  the  salary  of  Arthur 
Lee,  esq.  compute  the  same  from  the  15th  day  of  December*  1776,  to  the 
25th  day  ot  March,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Inacice  Penet  have  the  rank  of  comet,  in  the  par- 
tizan  corps  commanded  by  col.  Armand,in  the  army  of  the  United  States* 

TUESDAY,  December  19,  1780. 

Mr.  James  M.  Varnum,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  aod 
Providence  Plantations,  attended  and  produced  his  credentials. 

Mr.  H.  Wynkoop,  -a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  atteoded 
and  took  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Mr.  Bland  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  YirginiB, 
dated  November  17th,  1780. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 
•^  Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  rnspects  the  receiving  into  fte 
.  continental  treasury,  specie,  at  the  rate  of  75  continental  dollars  Sir  one  of 
specie,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  they  lie  directed  tohaye 
the  transaction  stated  in  their  books,  and  in  the  books  of  the  treasarer,  n 
such  manner  that  the  state  of  Virginia  may  not  be  included  in  it. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  £6,  1780. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  bjr  Mr.  Matthews, 
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Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  pa^r  to  the  board  of-  war  the  balance  of  silver 
and  sold  in  his  hands,  and  that  id  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  he  have 
credit  in  continental  currencj,  according  to  the  rate  of  exchange  at  which  he 
received  the  said  silver  and  gold. 

THURSDAY,  December  21,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Laurens,  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion tlie  case  of  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  made  a  prisoner  on  his  passage  to 
Europe,  and  said  to  be  committed  to  the  tower  of  London,  on  suspicion  of 
high  "treason,  and  to  report  thereupon :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  l^itherspoon,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

Ortdered,  That  the  president  write  to  our  ministers  plenipotentiary  at  the 
courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  desiring  them  to  apply  lo  the  courts  at 
whicla  they  respectively  reside,  to  use  means  for  obtaining  the  release  and 
exchange  of  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens. 

The  committee  on  certain  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  the  president  of 
Congveas,  by  a  person  subscribing  himself  baron  de  Wulffen,  brought  in  a  re- 
port;  Whereupon,  ** 

Resolved,  That  two  bills  of  exchange,  the  one  dated  the  3d  of  August  last, 
for  794  guilders  and  10  stivers,  and  the  other  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  for 
lOQ. guilders,  bank  money;  and  signed  baron  de  Wulfien,  both  drawn  on 
the  president  and  members  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  Messrs.  John  de  Neuf- 
ville  and  son,  of  Amsterdam,  and  expressed  to  be  for  value  received  from 
them  for  the  drawer's  expenses,  and  tor  his  embarking,  and  rendered  to  the 
president,  be  protested ;  but  that,  in  consideration  of  Messrs.  de  Neufvilleand 
son  havineaccepted  of  several  of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Congress  op 
the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  in  his  absence,  and  k»r  the  honor  of  Congress, 
the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  take  up  the  said  bills, 
(paying  the  amount  thereof  to  the  present  holders,)  for  the  honor  of  Messrs. 
de  Neufville  and  son,  who  have  endorsed  them,  and  charge  the  same  to  their 
account  in  the  treasury  books,  and  that  they  inform  those  gentlemen  of  this 
traoaaction. 

FRIDAY,  December  22,  1780. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Reeolved,  That  the  paragraph  of  the  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief, 
of  the  15th  instant,  which  points  out  the  pressing  necessity  of  effectual  mea- 
sures for  recruiting  the  army  to  its  full  complement,  be  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  the  respective  legislatures  or  executives  ;  and  they  are  earnestly 
required,  by  the  most  decided  and  vigorous  exertions,  not  only  to  urge  for- 
ward the  levying  their  respective  quotas  of  troops,  without  loss  of  time,  but 
to  furnish  the  supplies  of  provisions  and  money  assigned  for  their  support, 
with  such  punctuality  as  will  put  the  commander  in  chief  in  a  condition, 
with  the  co-operation  of  our  ally,  under  the  divine  blessing,  to  compel  the 
enemy  to  relinquish  their  object  of  .subjugating  these  states,  and  to  secure  to 
us  an  nonorable  and  permanent  peace :  and  Congress  once  more  remind  the 
states,  that  the  public  safety  essentially  depends  on  their  complying,  without 
reserve  or  delay,  with  the  measures  adopted  for  an  active  and  decisive 
campaign- 

SATURDAY,  December  23, 1780. 

Ordered,  That  the  continental  lioats  at  or  upon  the  river  Susquehanna, 
n  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be  exposed  to  sale,  for  cash  or  commissaries'  or 
quarter-masters'  certificates,  as  may.  be  most  for  public  advantage. 

TUESDAY,  December  26. 1780. 
Ordered,  That  the  president  write  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
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chasetto-Baj,  reqaesting  their  aisistaDce-  iu  maDBiDg  ind  fittiDg  dift  Alli- 
ance for  wa*  without  loss  of  time. 

A  letter,  of  the  Tth,  froni  John  Warren,  waa  read,  eignifying  hia  accept- 
ance of  the  office  of  hospital  phjsiciao. 

A  letter,  of  Noveinber  S5th,  from  John  Welles  and  Edward  Chin,  was 
read,  aignifying  their  acceptance  of  the  office  of  commisaionera  of  an  cxtia 
chamber  of  accounts. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  27, 1780. 

Besolved,  That  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  the  coiitioental  loaa-e^ 
^ce  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  be,  and  herebj  is^  anthorixed  and  direct- 
ed to  pay  to  the  paj-master  of  the  bimrd  of  war  and  ordnance  all  die  apedc 
he  is  poasessed  uf,  not  exceeding  1687  30-90  dollars,  arising  from  tke  sale 
of  bills  of  exchange  on  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  in  Europe,  io  order 
that  the  same  may  be  transmitted  by  the  flag  now  ready  to  aail  to  Charlcs- 
toQ,  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  of  war  there. 

The  board  of  treasury  report,  that  thej  have  received  a  letter,  of  tlie  9di, 
from  Edward  Chin,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  accoonta  for  the  BortKera 
department,  informing  them  of  the  death  of  John  Welles,  the  other  oommiS' 
aioner  of  the  extra  chamber  of  accounts,  appointed  by  Congreaa  the  IStfc  of 
October  last,  for  that  department;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  asAiKned  for  electing  a  comasiasioiier  of  the 
extra  chamber,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Welles,  deceased. 

Meeolved,  That  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of  war  be  appointed  to  act 
during  the  absence  of  col.  Pickering,  and  that  to*morrow  be  osaigtied  for  the 
electiim. 

Ordered^  That  bills  of  exchange,  out  of  thoae  already  drawn  oo  doctor 
^rsnklin,  to  the  amount  of  80,000  livres  tournois,  be  pot  into  the  haada  of 
the  board  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  purchaaing  a  quantity  of  wooileA  cloth 
and  blankets  for  the  army. 

THURSDAY,  December  28,  irsa 

Resolved^  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed  for  settling  accoonta  in  the 
southern  army,  and  that  to-morrow  be  assigned  ft>r  electing  the  same. 

Betolved,  T*hat  Congress  approve  the  appointment  made  by  OMgor-geoetal 
Greene,  of  lieutenant  colonel  Carrington,  to  be  deputy  quarter-maater  gene- 
ral for  the  southern  army. 

Ordered,  That  col.  Middleton's  report  of  the  action  between  gee*  8bm- 
ter  and  col.  Tarleton,  on  the  30th  of  November  laat,  and  niMor-gen.  S«miU 
wood's,  of  December  6th,  which  were  enclosed  in  major-gen.  weaned  letter, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelliaence. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  take  order  for  fitting  out  the  Alii- 
ance  frigate,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  hon.  J.  Laurena  to  aamii  port 
in  France. 

FRIDAY,  December  29, 1780. 

Mr.  6.  Johnson,  a  delegate  for  North -Carolina,  attended  and  took  hia  sett. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  auditor  of  accounta  for  the  aeotb- 
ern  army,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  John  S.  Dart  waa  elected,  ksv* 
ing  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Ree. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissioner  of  the  extra  chaa»ber 
of  accounts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Welles,  deceased,  and  the  ballots  briog 
taken,  Mr.  Leonard  Gansevoort  was  elected,  having  been  previooaly  noaii- 
nated  by  Mr.  Floyd. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commiaaioner  of  the  board  of  wsr, 
to  act  during  the  absence  of  colonel  Pickering,  and  the  ballots  being  takeii, 
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Mr.  Bsekiel  Curneli  wag  elected*  baTiDgbeen  previously  nomioated  bj  Mr. 
Bvllivan. 

Reaolvtd^  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  is  herebj,  fully  authorized 
and  empowered  to  agree  to  an  exchange  of  prisonera  with  the  commander  in 
chief  oi  the  British  forces,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  proper,  always 
keeping  in  riew  the  former  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the  exchange 
of  tne  prisoners  under  the  capitulation  of  Charleston  and  fort  Moultrie  ; 

That  the  adjustment  of  tne  accounts  between  the  United  States  und  the 
British  are  to  be  referred  to  commissioners,  to  be  settled,  and  that  the  ex* 
change  of  prisoners  be  not  delayed  on  that  account. 

Be$olvea,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  collect  and  cause  to 
he  pablished  200  correct  copies  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  the  alliance  between  these  United 
States  and  his  most  Christian  majesty,  with  tlie  constitutions  or  forms  of  go- 
vern ment  of  the  several  states,  to  be  bound  together  in  boards :  the  members, 
Mr.  Bee,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr   Wolcott 

MONDAY,  January  1,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madisonir  seconded  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 
Sesolvedf  That  in  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army  it  is  the  sense  of 
Congress,  that  the  officers  of  the  continental  lines,  who  have  been  exchan-^ 
ged  since  the  said  arrangement,  or  are  now  in  captivity,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered and  arranged  accoraing  to  their  respective  ranks,  in  the  same  manner 
with  those  who  have  not  been  prisoners. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Vamum, 
That  lieutenant-colonel  William  Smith  be  continued  as  sub-inspector, 
with  his  present  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  be  employed  aS 
the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct : 

On  which  the  yeas  and  na^s  were  required,  and .  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmatiYe. 

TUESDAY,  January  2,  1781. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts-Bay  laid  before  Congress 
their  credentials. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read :  Whereupon, 

JKesocvnl,  That  John  SImo  and  Andrew  Doz,  together  with  the  treasurer 
of  loans,  be  competent  to  execute  the  duties  heretofore  assigned  them,  in 
conjuncUon  with  Hugh  Montgomery  and  Samuel  Downe ;  and  that  the  said 
John  Shee  and  Andrew  Doz,  with  the  treasurerof  loans,  proceed  to  destroy 
any  bills  which  arcf  or  may  be  transmitted  by  the  commissioners  of  the  loan- 
offices  to  the  treasttrer  of  loans,  of  the  emissions  of  May  20th,  1777,  and 
April  11th,  1778}  called  out  of  circulation. 

Ruolv^,  That  the  consideration  of  the  damages,  represented  by  Jona* 
than  Stoi^es,  to  be  done  his  farm  by  the  continental  troops,  be  deterred  to 
the  close  of  (lie  present  war,  then  to  be  taken  up,  in  common  with  others  of 
a  similar  nature,  which  have  been  postponed  to  that  period. 

Re$olvsd,  That  loan-office  certificates  of  the  following  denominations, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  struck  under  the  direction 
of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  be  issued  to  such  fortunate  adventurers  in  the 
thinl-class  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  as  may  be  entitled  to  and  tpply  for 
the  same ;  and  that  the  said  certificates  be  dated  at  the  time  of  finishing  the 
drawing  of  the  said  class,  and  made  payable  at  the  end  of  five  years,  viz. 

1    of  SO/XX)  dolUtfs.       3    of  10,000  dollars.  I    200    at   1,000  dollars. 

1  of  90,000  do.  10    oi   5.000  do.       .     1000    o£      500  do. 

2  of  15,000  do.  I 

The  board  of  .treasury^  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Resolve  Smttb, 
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report,  that,  in  the  opinioii  of  the  board,  it  is  i|otODlviDexpedieiitb«thi|)df 
improper,  at  this  juncture,  to  dispose  of  the  bills  ot  exchange  for  the  pr* 
poses  pointed  out  in  his  letter : 

Besolved,  That  Congress  a^ree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered;  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioaer  ef  tke 
continental  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Pennsjivania,  in  favor  of  the  ptr- 
master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for  1,000^000  of  doUan,  oT  the 
old  emissions,  to  be  bj  him  transmitted  to  Joseph  Claj,  depoty  pay-muter 
general  to  the  southern  department :  that  the  said  Joseph  Claj  be  infoiwed, 
Of  the  board  of  treasury,  of  the  value  of  bills  in  this  citf  ,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  forward  what  IhUs  raaj  be  remaining  in  his  hands  unsold  bj  rt; 
turn  of  the  escort  who  takes  to  him  the  money  aforesaid,  anlessit  ihall  ap- 
pear to  the  said  pay-master  for  the  southern -department,  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  retain  a  part  of  such  bills  for  indispensable  supplies  for  the  said 
department.  But  at  all  events  the  said  deputy  pav-master  shall  retorn  t* 
the  board  of  treasury  13,000  dollars,  in  bills  of  exchanget  M  an  equinlent 
for  the  million  of  doUars  sent  him  as  aforesaid,  Tliat  upon  the  retmiiof  the 
bills  aforesaid  to  the  board  of  treasury,  should  they  exceed  the  eqaiTtleit 
for  the  million  sent,  immediate  measures  be  taken  for  the  sAle  of  the  ttid  billi. 
and  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  forwarded  to  the  said  Joseph  Cltf< 
for  the  use  of  his  department, 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  add  to  the  estimate  of  supplies  to  be  in* 
ported  from  Europe,  eisht  plain,  but  elegant  silver  mounted  small  swordi. 

A  letter  from  colonel  Armand  was  reiul ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  genend  Washington  be  informed,  that  Congress  ceosent 
to  his  permitting  colonel  Armand  to  take  from  the  line  of  infantfT  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  when  the  state  and  strenj^th  thereof  will  tdnit, 
asumcientnuml^r  of  volunteers  to  complete  his  partizaa  corpsfor  the  o^xt 
campaign,  provided  he  be  not  allowed  to  take  more,  than  six  meo  fisD  * 
regiment. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  of  J/  Laarens,  was  mi; 
^Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  bills  of  exchange,  to  the  amount  of  3700  dollars,  be  pet 
into  the  hands  of  the  pay-master  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  said  board  to  take  for  the  public  use,  a  nsDber 
of  cartouch  boxes  and  a  quantity  of  clothing,  contracted  for  by  lietttentnt- 
colonel  Laurens,  and  to  pay  for  the  repairs  of  a  number  of  arms,  for  whidi 
colonel  Laurens  became  engaged. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  3,  1781. 

A  letter  of  this  daj  from  doctor  William  Shippen,  director-generslofthe 
hospitals,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign. 

Ordered^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter  and  memorial  of  John  Ross,  w^re  read,  with  a  copjof  hisaccovnt 
against  the  United  States: 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury,  to  liq«i(ltt« 
the  account,  and  devise  ways  and  means  for  paving  the  balance  doe  to  hin* 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  brigadier^nw" 
James  Reed,  delivered  in  a  jeport ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  for  the  future,  brigadier-general  James  Reed  receire  fhe 
emoluments  of  officers  retiring  from  service  by  virtue  of  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  on  that  subject ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  ejecotirc  of 
the  state  of  New-Hampshire  to  make  up  to  him  the  depreciation  of  his  psj 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  this  day ;  and  to  pay  him  in  future,  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  he  is  entitled  to  receive,  from  tine 
to  time,  by  virtue  of  the  said  resolutions. 
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CoBgreM  took  bto  octttkUntion  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  peU- 
tiou  from  ThomM  Lee  end  John  CoflSn  Jones;  and  thereupon* 

^  Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treaauir  be»  and  herebj  are  directed  to  draw 
bills  of  exchange  in  &TO«r  of  Lee  ana  Jones,  at  six  months  sight»  vpon  the 
hon.  John  Adams,  for  the  fail  amount  of  the  balance,  priscyal  and  intoreet* 
due  on  the  contract  made  with  them  for  a  quantity  of  cMiuii;  for  the  army^ 
by  Otis  and  Henlyj,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  en  the  IStii  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1780,  to  be  deiiTered  to  the  said  Otis  and  Heniy,  and  for  which  they  are 
be  accountable. 

Six  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  tiie  su« 
peme  executive  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
intelligence  received  this  day ;  the  members,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Witherspoon 
and  Mr.  Matthews. 

THtJRSDAT,  Januanf  4,  irSl. 

Onlsred,  That  tbe  board  of  war  draw  no  warranto  on  the  pay-master  ge- 
neral, except  for  the  invalid  regiment,  and  the  regiment  of  artificers  in  Bio 
department  of  the  commissary-general  of  military -stores,  until  the  farther 
order  of  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  fead ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  resignation  of  comet  Brayman,  of  colonel  Armand's 
corps,  be  accepted :  that  uie  board  of  treasurjr  report  a  warrant  in  favour  of 
cometBrayman,  for  SOO  dollars,  of  the  new  emissions,  in  full  for  his  pay,  de« 
preciation,  and  efery  other  claim  he  may  have  against  the  United  Stetes  as 
an  officer* 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  post* 
office;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  12th  of  December  last,  for  regu« 
lating  the  post  office,  as  directo  "  that  for  the  futore  the  pav  of  the  post* 
riders  be  double  the  sum  they  received  before  the  present  war,^'  be  suspend- 
ed until  further  order  of  Congress. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  peti* 
tion  of  M.  MK2onnel,  fcc.  and  others,  under  similar  circumstances,  wheriein 
it  is  represented. 

That  the  petitioners,  in  the  summer  past,  had,  in  the  vicinity  of  the.an^y 
near  West-Point,  a  quantity  of  rum,  &c  which  diey  had  transported.  thithtBT 
at  their  own  expense  from  a  considerable  distance;  that  by  order  of . the 
commanding-officer  at  West-Point,  some  of  the  rum,  &c.  was  received  upon 

2«cial  contract,  and  some'  was  token  without  any  particular  contract*  for 
e  use  of  the  earrison ;  that  the  price  agreed  for  is  no  more  than  the  cur- 
rent price  at  that  time  in  that  place,  and  not  greatly  exceeding  the  price 
fixed  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th  February,  after  deduetinji  ttie  chatgee 
of  transportotion :  that  cases  such  as  these,  being  singularly  circumstancedt. 
ought  not  to  be  confined  to  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  resolution  of  t|iei  26Ui 
of  August:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  cases  above  referred  to,  and  others  under  similar  cir«- 
cumstonces»  where  supplies  have  been  furnished  by  individuals  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  upon  particular  contracto,  be  settled  and  paid  agreeably  to  such 
contracts,  making  good  the  depreciation ;  and  that  wnere  such  supplies  are 
taken  without  any  piarticular  contract,  they  be  settled  and  paid  according  to 
their  just  value,  to  be  estimated  by  the  current  prices  of  such  articles  at  the 
time  and  place,  when  and  where  token,  with  the  depreciation. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  mana^rs  of  the  bank,  laid 
before  Congress  an  account  of  the  first  payment  received  on  the  loan  sub- 
scription. 
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QrSered,  llmt  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treatmy,  to  deme  wajt  tad 
means  of  repajingtiie  aame  to  Ihe  managers  of  the  bank. 

FRIDAY.  JiwMry  5»  1781. 

A  le^r,  of  the  4l!h»from  John  VTharton,  one  of  the  navy  board  of  the  mid- 
dDe  4ittrict,  was  read,  deairiRg  leave  to  resign* 

Aoofrcd,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  on  tke 
M  inst  to  eonfer  wifli  Ibe  svfireme  execntire  of  the  state  of  Pennsjlvtoii, 
on  the  sulgect  matter  of  the  intelligence  receiyed  that  day ;  and  that  the  nid 
committee  be  instmcted  to  act  in  concert  with  the  said  executive,  and  fallr 
onoowered  to  take  such  measures  as  may  appear  necessanr  to  quiet  the  dis* 
tnmnces  in  ihe  Pennsyivania  line :  the  members  added,  air*  Atlee  and  Mr. 
JUand. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  Abraham  Skioier, 
commissary-general  of  jpriaoners,  and  other  papers  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  delivered  in  a  report  as  follows: 

^.Thaftnotwithstandinc  every  effort  of  Congress  to  obtain  for  our  people, 
prisoners  in  the  hands  «f  the  enemy,  that  treatment  which  hunumitytlooe 
flhonM  have  dictated*  the  British  commanders,  unmindful  of  the  teouerseii 
exercised  towards  their  men,  prisoners  in  our  hands,  and  regardless  of  dw 
practice  of  civilized  natioos,  have  persisted  in  treating  onr  people  j»risoBers 
to  them,  with  eirery  species  of  insult,  outrage  and  cruelty*  Omoen  ii<l 
men  are  indiscriminately  thrown  into  the  holds  of  pHson-alhips  and  into  lottk- 
some  dumeons,  and  there  deprived  of  fuel  and  the  comu^on  necessaries  of 
Me,  bj  wMch  means  many  of  the  citixeiM  of  these  states  have  been  conpeli- 
.ed  to  enter  into  their  service,  to  avoid  those  distresses  which  a  Goudsctfi 
contrary  to  tfie  law  ef  nations  had  brought  upon  them.  Onr  aeamea  taken 
upon  die  American  coast,  have  been  sent  to  Great-Britain,  or  oAerptrts 
beyond  seasi  to  prevent  their  being  exchanged,  or  to  force  them  to  (ai^« 
iffusa  against  their  country ;  that  in  the  opinion  cl*  (he  cnmmittee,  as  eser- 
dae  tf  the  law  of  retaliation  had  become  necessary,  as  a  jnstice  due  t»  tHose 
citixens  of  America  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown  inte  the  paver  of 
onr  enemy  I  Whereupon, 

JbaofaMl,  Tlmt  copies  of  the  letter  «f  Mr.  A.  Bkinner,  and  fhe  oUkt  fa- 
pera  referred,  be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  be  be 
lirooted  to  enquire  into  the  manner  in  which  our  people  who  are  pritoser}, 
nre  teeatod  by  the  enemy,  and  (hat  he  give  immediate  orders  to  the  con* 
snunding  nftceiu  at  the  dtlerent  posts  to  take  particular  care  that  the  Brittth 
yriooners  receive  the  same  allowance  and  treatment,  in  every  respect,  as  ov 
people,  wbo'are  prisoners,  receive  from  die  enemy. 

jksolvid.  That  it  be  recpannended  to  the  respective  executives  f o  take 
nlbctusd  measures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  act  of  Congress  of  Jansai; 
tSth,  tT80,  naspeeting  prisoners  taken  by  the  citizens,  troops  or  ships  of  pr- 
itottlar  states  « 

Thai  the  beard  of  admaraily  issue  onders  not  to  exchange  any  Britiab  mi 
olBcers  or  seamen,  until  the  enemy  have  retomed  to  some  of  their  gsmsdof 
in  America,  auch  seamen  as  they  have  token  upon  the  American  cossta,  aod 
•ent  to  Orsnt-Britian,  or  other  parte  beyond  sea :  and  that  the  board  of  adv 
aairaltjr  give  orders  for  continuing  the  treatment  of  prisoners  mm  hcreio  <ii' 
vectedC  until  they  receive  orders  tol^  contrary  from  Congress  or  the  com 
mmidorinnhiff.^ 

SATURDAY,  Jhnnnry  6,  1781. 

A  letter  ttam  Ae  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
MmlMd,  That  Ignatius  Pentt  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  colonel  Ar 
mand*a  paitizan  corps. 
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MONDAY*  Jmiuary  8, 1781. 

A  report  from  the  botrd  of  war  was  read ;  WhereapoD, 

Ordered^  That  the  resigBation  of  lieatenant  Henry  Stroop,  of  colonel 
Floweret  regiment  of  artificers*  be  accepted. 

Be$olvedt  That  colooet  Broadhead  be  informed*  that  it  will  be  agreoabio 
to  Congress  to  receive  the  visit  proposed  to  be  made  to  them  bj  some  of  tho 
friendly  Delaware  Indians  in  the  spring,  as  mentioned  in  his  letter  of  the  7th 
of  last  month  to  the  board  of  war : 

That  colonel  Broadhead  be  also  informed,  that  Congress  will  support,  at 
far  as  their  abilities  will  permit,  such  of  the  Indians  of  &e  Delaware  tribe,  at 
shall  Yoluntarilj  engage  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ag^unst  the  com* 
mon  enemy. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  15th  of  November 
from  the  governor  of  New-York,  with  the  letter  from  colonel  Malcolm  enclos- 
ed, delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  That,  in  the  opinion  or  Congreas,  colonel  William  Malcolm  can- 
not be  considered  as  enliftled  to  pay  and  subsistence  as  a  colonel  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  longer  than  he  held  the  actual  command  of  hia 
regiment ;  and  that  he  be  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New- 
York  as  a  meritorious  officer,  who,  from  the  impracticability  of  employing 
him  in  the  army,  is  to  be  deemed  a  supernumerary  under  the  resolution  <tt 
Congress  of  the  24th  day  of  November,  1778. 

And  whereas  colonel  Malcolm  has  been  employed^  after  his  leaving  hia 
regiment,  on  sundry  occasional  services : 

Resfdved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  New- York  to 
settle  and  adjust  his  pay  during  the  time  of  such  services,  and  charge  the 
same  to  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  committee  on  lettera^*^ 
from  general  Washington,  &c*  of  December  8th,  delivered  in  a  report  | 
Whereupon, 

Besolvedt  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states,  from  New* 
Hampshire  to  North-Qarolina,  inclusive,  to  procure  and  forward  to  the  trea« 
surer  of  the  United  States,  or  to  their  commissary  of  prisoners,  appointed  to 
reside  at  New- York,  by  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  for  the  use  of  the  oScera . 
in  captivity  at  that  place,  and  on  Lon^-Island,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  following  sums  respectively,  in  specie,  or  bills  of  exchange  on 
New-York,  viz. 


Delaware,         •  .  •         O^Tdolin. 

Murylaad,         -  •  *  9.159    do. 

Viqciiiia,  •  -  -  1^493    doi 

NorthrCaiolinsi  •  •  SJ96   4o. 


tO^CXX)  doOart. 


New-Hampshire,        -        -  2,319  doUan. 

Manacbmetts,           -       •  13^34  do. 

Khode-Islaiid,   -       .        .  1,160  do. 

Connecticut,      ...  9,855  do. 

New-York,        -       -       -  4^347  do. 

NewJersey,      ...  5,217  do. 

Pennssrlvania,    •       •       •  13^334  do. 

Congress  nroceeded  to  the  election  of  an  adjutant-generpl,  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken^  brigadier-general  Hand  was  elected. 

TUESDAY^  Jamuary  9,  irsi. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter 
of  the  6th  of  December  last,  from  the  president  and  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  Whereupon, 

JRe9olved,  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that  Congress  have  paid  due  attention  to  their 
letter  of  the  6th  of  December  last,  stating  '<a  hieh  abuse  of  office,  commit- 
ted by  James  Mease,  late  clothier-general,  and  William  West,  iun.  his  de- 
puty or  appointee ;  who,  in  conjuootioa  with  major-geaaral  Aniold,  did. 
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under  colotir  of  office,  in  the  year  1778,  Uke  froin  fMidrj  inhabitaoti  of  thii 
tatjt  greet  qnnntitiee  of  merchendiee,  not  neceeeerj  for  the  emy,  vluck 
Wereoonverted  to  their  private  emolument:" 

That  Congresa  highly  disapprove  svcb  condact,  and  consider  it  u  a  It- 
grant  abase  of  office  and  of  the  poblic  confidence  repoaed  in  diem,  and  merit* 
tngezemplarj  puniahment ;  and» 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  preaident  and  tapreme  execitiu  of 
the  state  of  Pennsjlvania,  to  direct  the  attomeT-|eneral  of  the  said  state  to 
prosecute  the  said  James  Mease  and  William  West,jan.  in  the  name  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  for  the  abuse  of  office  and  bread 
of  trust  complained  of. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  10, 1781. 

*  Congress  took  into  consideratiou  die  report  of  tbe  committee  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  a  plan  for  the  department  of  foreign  aibiriB,  wherein 
they  state, 

'  That  the  extent  and  the  rising  power  of  these  United  States  entitle  them  to  i 
place  among  the  great  potentates  of  Europe,  while  oar  political  and  commef' 
cial  interests  point  out  the  propriety  of  cultivating  with  them  a  fneodly  cor- 
respondence and  connexion : 

That  to  render  such  an  intercourse  advanta^ous,  the  necessity  oft  con- 
potent  knowledge  of  the  interests,  views,  relations,  and  systems  of  those  po- 
tentates, is  obvious : 

'  That  a  knowledge,  in  ita  nature  so  comprehensive,  is  only  to  be  acqsired 
b^  a  constant  attention  to  the  state  of  Europe,  and  an  unremitted  filia- 
tion to  the  means  of  acquiring  well  grounded  information  : 

That  Congress  are  moreover  called  upon  to  maintain  with  our  ministeii 
at  foreigif  courts  a  regular  correspondence,  and  to  keep  t*.iem  fully  inforoed 
of  every  circumstance  and  event  which  regards  the  public  honor,  ioteref  f, 
sind  safety : 

That  to  answer  those  essential  purposes,  the  committee  are  of  o|KStoD, 
that  a  fixed  and  permanent  office  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  oudiit 
fbrthwith  to  be  established,  as  a  remedy  against  the  fluctuation,  tbedelij 
and  indecision  to  which  the  present  mode  of  managing  our  foreign  tfiain 
must  be  exposed  7  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  an  office  be  forthwith  established  for  the  departmeot  of 
fbreign  affiiirs,  to  be  kept  always  in  tbe  place  where  Congress  shall  reside: 

That  there  shall  be  a  secretary  for  the  despatch  of  business  of  the  said 
office,  to  be  styled  **  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs :" 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  to  keep  andpreserve  all  the 
books  and  papers  belon^ng  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs;  to  receive 
and  report  the  applications  of  all  foreigners ;  to  correspond  with  the  miuis* 
ters  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  with  the  ministers  of  foreigo 
powers  and  other  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  most  exteoiiYe  aod 
useful  information  relative  to  foreign  affiiirs,  to  be  laid  before  Congress  whes 
required ;  also  to  transmit  such  communications  as  Congress  sbaH  direct,  to 


portunity  of  explaining  his  reports  respecting  his  department ;  he  shall  also 
be  authorized  to  employ  one  or,  if  necessary,  more  clerks  to  assist  him  is  the 
business  of  his  office ;  and  the  secretary,  as  well  as  such  clerks,  shall,  be- 
fore the  president  of  Congress,  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United  States 
and  an  oath  for  the  faith^l  execution  of  their  respective  trusts. 

THURSDAY,  JMuary  U,  1781. 

The  board  of  admiraltv,  to  whom  waa  lefemdthe  letter  of  J.  WkartDO' 
delivered  m  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
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Ordered,  That  the  reaienation  of  John  WhartoD  be  accepted. 

Jbsofoerf,  That  Jamea  Reed  be,  and  hereby  la,  inveatea  with  full  powera 
for  conducting  the  basineas  of  the  navy-board  in  the  middle  department*  un- 
til the  further  order  of  Congresa,  and  that  he  be  empowered  to  hire  a  com- 
petent clerk  for  the  pnrpoae  of  aaatating  him  in  settling  the  accounts  of  that 

JResolved,  That  Monday  next  be  aasigned  for  electing  a  director  of  Ahe 
hospital,  and  a  pay-maater  general  to  the  army. 

FRIDAY,  January  12,  1781. 

CoDgreaa  took  into  consideratiou  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  I>e« 
cember  8th ;  Whereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  August  last,  the  pay  and  ap* 
pointments  of  the  officers  in  the  department  of  the  commissary-general  of  mili- 
tary stores  be  as  follows,  the  sums  hereafter  mentioned  to  be  paid  in  bills  of 
the  new  emission,  and  all  moneys  received  in  bills  of  the  old  emissions,  since 
the  said  1st  day  of  August,  be  accounted  for  agreeable  to  the  table  of  de- 
preciation, as  nxed  by  the  board  of  treasury :  commissary-j^neral  of  milita- 
ry atores,  100  dollars  per  month,  3  rations  per  day  ;  deputy  commissary-ge- 
nerml,  80  dollars  per  month,  2  rations  per  day ;  commissaries,  70  dollars  per 
month,  2  rations  per  day;  deputy  commissaries,  55  dollars  per  month,  2 
rations  per  day;  conductors,  45  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day ;  clerks, 
40  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day. 

No  rations  in  addition  to  the  number  above  mentioned,  are  to  be  allowed 
for  servants : 

That  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers,  have  the 
same  pay,  from  and  after  the  said  Ist  day  of  August,  in  bills  of  the  new 
emission,  as  was  originallyfixed  in  bills  of  the  then  emissions,  by  theregula- 
tiona  of  the  department,  made  by  Conmss,  on  the  11th  day  of  February, 
1778,  and  that  they  draw  the  number  of  rations  then  directed : 

That  tibe  appointments  of  the  field -commissary  of  military  stores,  and 
his  subordinate  officers,  be  as  follows,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  Auguat 
last,  the  pay  to  be  received  in  bills  of  the  new  emission :  field-commissary, 
90  dollars  per  month,  2  rations  per  day,  servants  included ;  deputy  fiela- 
commissary,  70  dollars  per  month,  2  rations  per  day,  servanta  included ; 
conductor,  45  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day,  servants  included ;  clerks, 
40  dollars  per  month,  1  ration  per  day,  servants  included : 

That  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  for  his  extra  services  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  ordnance  department,  receive  40  dollars  per  month,  in  addition 
to  his  pay  as  an  officer  m  the  line,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  from  and 
after  tne  1st  day  of  August  last : 

That  the  surveyor  of  ordnance  for  defraying  his  expenses  in  the  exercise 
of  his  office,  be  allowed  from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  August  last,  40dollara 
per  month,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  besides  nis  appointmenta  as  a  field 
officer  of  artillery. 

Betolved,  That  the  additional  pay  of  aids-de-camp,  brigade -majors,  adju- 
tants, ^d  re^mental  quarter-masters,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  27th  May, 
1778,  be  consider^  as  fixed  in  specie ;  and  that  the  same,  from  and  after  the 
18th  day  of  August  last,  be  drawn  in  bills  of  the  new  emissio'h  : 

lliat  the  pay  of  a  regimental  pay-master  and  clothier,  in  addition  to  his  pay 
as  an  officer  in  the  line,  be  SO  dollars  per  month,  in  bills  ol  the  new  emis- 
sion, and  that  the  several  states,  in  making  up  the  depreciation  of  auch  offi- 
cers from  the  times  of  their  respective  appmntments,  calculate  upon  the  ad- 
ditional pay  as  being  30  dollars  per  month  in  specie. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  aflairs  ot  the  treasury  was  called  for,, 
and  the  same  being  read,  was  accepted. 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  on  tke  joornal. 

The  report  is  as  folK>W8 :  that  tber  met  open  the  baMoess  to  then  itfierred, 
and  received  the  complaint  of  E^aiel  Forman  and  John  Gib80B»  two  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasarj*  against  thecommisstonerflsftbe 
chambers  of  accoants,  in  writings  which  contains  the  five  following  chii|ei| 
or  articles :  Ist,  neglect  of  dutj ;  Sd,  indolence ;  Sd,  inattention  tothepib* 
lie  interest ;  4th,  incapacity ;  and  Sth,  partiality : 

That  the  committee  furnished  the  commissioners  of  the  chambenofK* 
counts  with  the  said  complaints,  and  afterwards  heard  the  testimony,  nroofi, 
allegations  and  observations  of  the  sevend  parties  ;  and  after  mature  aelibe- 
ration  thereupon^  find  that  the  commissioners  of  Hhe  chambers  haventdcd 
above  200  accounts  between  the  1st  of  December,  1779,  and  the  lstDecea« 
ber,  1780,  several  of  which  required  the  examination  of  many  thoaaand  voudi- 
ers  and  papers ;  and  that  all  the  accounts  which  have  been  referred  to  (ben 
are  reported  to  the  auditor-general's  office,  four  or  five  excepted^  for  tht  de- 
lay of  which  satisfactory  reasons  were  given  to  the  committee : 

That  the  committee  cannot  ascertain  with  any  precision  the  time  that 
might  be  necessarily  employed  in  the  transacting  this  business,  but  conceiTi 
it  might  have  been  done  with  more  facility  if  the  present  svstem  established 
by  Congress  did  not  necessarily  create  great  delays,  and  therefore  dwj  ire, 
upon  the  whole,  of  opinion  that  the  said  commissioners  cannot  justly  beces- 
sured  on  account  of  any  of  the  three  first  articles  or  charges : 

That  the  committee  had  no  evidence  of  incapacity  in  the  said  commiflttos- 
ers,  or  either  of  them,  save  Mr.  John  Nicholson,  one  of  their  clerks,  whose 
conduct  had  been  complained  of  by  them,  and  who  had  recriminated  the  said 
oommissioners  previous  to  the  giving  his  evidence ;  and  beaMes,  the  coainit* 
tee  are  not  satisfied  that  he  is  a  competent  judge  of  this  matter : 

That  they  have  carefully  attendea  tO"  every  suggestion  of  partialitj,  nd, 
having  fully  investigated  every  particular  relating  to  this  chaife,  doBOtfiad 
any  trace  of  the  sort : 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  coannissionenoTthe 
chambers  of  accounts,  and  every  of  them,  should  be  acquitted  of  each  of  the 
charges  exhibited  against  them. 

SATURDAY,  January  13, 1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  December  7iii»  btm  9Mr 
jor-general  Greene,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Conffress  taking  into  consideration  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  Ae 
United  States  by  brigadier-general  Sumpter,  of  South-Carolina,  at  the  heed 
oCa  number  of  volunteer  militia,  from  tnat  and  tlie  neighboring  states,  per- 
ticularly  in  the  victory  obtained  over  the  enemy  at  the  Hanging  Rock,  on  the 
Gth  of  Aocust ;  in  the  defeat  of  major  Weroys  and  the  corps  of  British  in- 
fantry and  dragoons  under  his  command,  at  Broad-river,  on  the  9th  dij  of 
November,  in  which  the  said  major  Wemys  was  made  prisoner;  and  io  the 
repulse  of  lieutenant-colonel  Tarieton,  and  the  British  cavalry  and  isftstrf 
under  his  command,  at  Black-Storks,  on  Tyger-river,on  the  SOth  day  of  No- 
vember last ;  in  each  of  which  actions  the  gallantry  and  military  ceadact  <■ 
gen.  Sumpter,  and  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  his  troops^  were  MghJj 
conspicuous.  ^ 

Besolved^  therefore.  That  the  thanks  of  ConsreBB  be  presented  to  bw* 
dier-g^neral  Sumpter,  and  the  militia  aforesaid,  for  such  reiterated  preen 
ot  their  patriotism,  bravery,  and  military  conduct,  which  entitle  thrn  to  the 
highest  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  country ;  and  that  the  cobbuib^ 
officer  of  the  southern  department  do  forthwith  cause  the  same  to  be  iM"*^ 
in  general  orders,  and  transmitted  to  gea.  Sumpter. 
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MONDAY,  Jkiitcory  15, 1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  tetter  from  E.  Blaine,  and  the 
report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  letter  from  J.  Pierce,  delivered  in  a 
drau^t  of  a  letter  to  the  states,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
'  SiE :  A  circular  addressed  to  the  respective  states,  of  the  9th  daj  of  Novem« 
ber  last,  coromuntcated  a  requisition  of  Congress  for  the  service  of  the  cur- 
rent jear.  This  act,  and  the  system  of  the  18th  of  March,  respecting  our 
^nances,  include  the  principal  means  which  their  present  powers  have  ena* 
bi^  Congress  to  adopt  for  prosecuting;  the  war ;  measures  so  deeply  inter* 
estina;  not  only  demand  the  unremitted  attention  and  vi|;orous  support  of  tho 
legislatures ;  but  Congress  ought  to  be  informed  of  their  progress  with  the 
utmost  precision.  Both  are  necessary  to  the  public  credit,  to  the  success  of 
our  military  operations,  to  the  very  existence  of  our  armies.  By  our  act  of 
the  Slst  of  October,  the  state  agents  are  directed  to  transmit  to  the  com« 
mander  in  chief,  and  to  the  commissary-general,  respectively,  monthly  re- 
turns  of  all  supplies  which  shall  be  drawn  into  their  hands,  specifying  the 
articles  and  the  magazines  where  thev  shall  be  deposited.  It  is  equally  in- 
cumbent on  the  state  treasurers  to  make  similar  returns  to  the  board  of  trea- 
sury of  all  th4^  taxes  which  shall  be  brought  into  their  respective  offices,  and 
of  the  issues  of  the  new  emission.  These  are  regulations  which  cannot  be 
dispensed  with,  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  legislatures  to  enjoin  them 
nnaer  such  penalties  as  will  enforce  a  prompt  and  punctual  obedience. 

Besides  tnose  supplies  for  the  current  year,  which  cannot  be  anticipa(e4 
without  the  utmost  danger,  the  pay  in  arrear  to  the  army  demands  your  most 
serious  consideration.  The  honour  of  government  and  military  order  and 
discipline  depend  on  its  regular  dischai|;e.  Nor  was  a  fund  sufficient  for 
this  and  other  purposes  neglected ;  for  had  the  requisitions  for  taxes  prior 
to  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  been  productive ;  had  the  warrants  on  the 
state  treasurers  for  the  balances  of  those  taxes,  drawn  so  long  ago  as  the 
first  of  July,  been  satisfied,  a  complaint  of  this  nature  could  not  nave  existed, 
IVe  are  not  unapnrixed  of  the  embarrassments  attending  the  collection  of 
taxes  from  the  creait  given  pn  commissaries  and  quarter-masters'  certifi- 
cates for  the  support  of  the  army ;  but  it  is  manifest  that  Congress  could  not 
provide  a  remedy.  It  was  found  expedient  to  discontinue  the  emission  of 
iiaper-money,  and  from  various  causesi  the  public  necessities  were  not  re- 
lieved by  loans,  at  the  same  time  that  the  measure  was  embraced  of  extin« 
guiehing  those  certificates  in  the  taxes.  Hence  the  treasury  has  been  desti- 
tute of  supply,  almost  every  resource  being  cut  off  at  the  same  instant.  la 
▼ain  have  we  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  those 
certificates,  or  how  far  they  have  been  reduced ;  and  they  continue  to  ob- 
struct every  plan  which  hath  been  devised  for  restoring  public  credit  an4 
supporting  the  war.  This  is  a  subject  to  which  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
tures alone  is  competent,  and  it  will  become  their  wisdom  and  their  zeal  for 
the  public  service  to  give  it  the  fullest  iavestkation. 

In  the  mean  time,  an  immediate  provision  tor  the  pay  of  the  army  is  indis- 
pensably necessary.  We  need  not  dwell  upon  the  injustice  or  the  probably 
effects  of  a  delay,  they  are  obvious  and  alarming :  and  we  eamestiy  call 
upon  the  several  states  to  devise  prompt  and  efficient  means  for  renTitting 
to  tiie  pay -master  general,  on  warrants  to  be  issued  in  his  favour,  the  respec- 
tive quotas  assigned  to  them  by  the  enclosed  estimate* 

The  necessity  of  great  and  spirited  exertions  becomes  evel'y  day  more 
evident.  While  the  cruel  policy  of  our  enemies  raises  universal  indignation 
and  abhorrence,  it  admonishes  us  that  no  titne  ia  to  be  lost  in  rescuing  our 
bleedine  country  from  desolation,  and  establishing  its  independence  on  the 
basis  of  an  honourable  and  permanent  peace.  However  great  may  be  the 
burU&ens  which  we  are  called  npon  to  sustain,  let  us  remember  tnat  they 
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are  the  price  of  libertj,  and  that  the^  hare  been  conunon  to  every  people 
who  have  dared  to  struggle  for  social  happiness  against  Tii^ence  and  op* 
pression.  Let  us  reflect  on  our  solemn  engagements,  to  devote  our  lives  and 
our  fortunes  to  the  best  of  causes :  and  we  shall  find  that  we  cannot  be  dei- 
titute  of  resources.  Let  us  review  the  past  miseries  of  a  lingering  war,  and 
the  danger  of  its  further  protractioD/and  we  shall  seize  the  solden  opporta- 
nitj  of  co-operating  with  our  generous  ally,  by  every  possible  «fl[brt  to  ren- 
der the  approachine  campaign  slorious  and  decisive.  If  we  are  unable  is 
this  sta^  of  the  Conflict  to  defend  ourselves  by  annual  taxes ;  can  we  hesi- 
tate to  interpose  our  responsibility,  or  to  contribute  a  portion  of  oar  ca|»taU? 
Will  a  people  whose  fortitude  and  patriotism  have  excited  the  admiration  of 
Europe,  languish  at  the  bright  dawn  of  triumph,  and  endanger  the  public 
happiness  by  a  selfish  parsimony?  While  Conalress  entertain  just  sentimenti 
of  their  constituents  there  can  be  no  place  for  such  humiliating  apprehes* 
aions.  On  the  contrary,  we  shall  look  with  confidence  for  a  liberal  compli- 
ance with  every  requisition  which  the  public  exigencies  dictate.  Experience 
has  pointed  out  the  dangers  to  which  we  have  been  exposed^  by  a  want  of 
punctuality  in  former  supplies,  and  we  are  persuaded  that  those  dangen 
will,  for  the  future,  be  carefully  prevented. 

For  our  own  part  we  have  left  nothing  unessayed  to  render  the  operatiou 
of  the  war  more  vigorous  and  successful.  We  have  applied  for  naval  suc- 
cours from  abroad :  if  we  no  longer  continue  unfortunate  in  the  importation, 
*  we  shall  not  want  a  competent  supply  of  clothing,  arms  and  amninnitioo. 
We  are  once  more  attempting  a  foreign  loan  of  specie :  we  have  pointed 
out  and  required  the  aids  or  men,  provisions  and  money,  which  in  every 
event  must  be  produced  from  our  own  internal  resources.  We  have  strena- 
ousljT  urged  umm  the  states  a  punctual  compliance,  on  their  part,  widi  those 
requisitions.  iVith  the  states  who  alone  have  authority  to  execnte ;  witk 
an  enlifirhtened  people,  who  know  hoi^  to  estimate  the  blessings  for  wlucl^  we 
contend,  it  remains  to  give  the  measures  which  we  have  recommended  their 
full  and  seasonable  effect. 

The  estimate  referred  to: 

Estibmate  of  the  rams  necesniy  to  be  forwarded  by  the  respective  states  fiom  Pemml- 
Tania  to  New-Hampehire,  incliuiTe,  for  the  imme^ate  pay  of  the  aimy  composed  cf  the 
fines  of  those  itates. 

JSpporthned  hv  Ccff^greaa  as  foOmm 


Kew-Hampshire,         •       -    51,736  doUan. 
M ai8achuBett%     -       -       •  284^493    do. 
Rhode-Island,      •       -        -    25,863    do. 
Connecticut,        ...  155,178    do. 
Kew-York,  -       -       -    77,589    do. 


New-Jersey,     ...    51^26  doBsn 
PeniuylTaniay  ...  232;r67    do. 

Total  879,342  doDfis. 


The  above  is  calculated  on  six  months'  payjn  specie  value ;  one  half  of 
which  to  be  advanced  without  the  least  delay,  and  the  remainder  by  the  1st 
of  April  next. 

WEDNESDAY,  Janmary  \7,  \7%l. 

Mr.  Alexan\ler  M'Dou|all,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  New-Tork,  at- 
tended, and  took  his  seat  in  Consress. 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  salair  of  uiie  secretary  for  foreign  aiTairs  |(e  4000  dol- 
lars per  annum,  exclusive  of  office  expenses. 

Sesolvedt  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  secretary  for  fs- 
reijcn  affairs. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  director  of  the  military  hospital ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken.  Dr.  John  Cochran  was  elected,  having  beoi  pre- 
viously nominated  by  Mr.  Varnum. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  pay-master  general  of  the  army ; 
and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  John  Pierce  was  elected,  having  bees  pre- 
viously nominated  by  Mrt  Clarke; 
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CoDgresfltook  iDto  coDsideration  the  report  of  the  connnittee  on  the  letter 
of  the  5th  November  last,  from  general  Waahingtoo,  endoaing  a  memorial 
from  the  officers  ia  the  hospital  de|iartment ;  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the 
following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  by  the  plan  for  conducting;  the  hospifid  department,  passed  in 
Congress  the  dOth  daj  of  September  last,  no  proper  establishment  is  pro« 
Tided  for  the  officers  of  the  medical  staff,  after  their  dismission  from  public 
service,  which,  considering  the  custom  of  other  nations  and  the  late  pro- 
vision made  for  the  officers  of  the  arroj,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
thej  appear  to  have  a  just  claim  to ;  for  remedy  whereof,  and  also  for  amend- 
ingseveral  parts  of  the  above-mentioned  plan ; 

JResokfed^  That  all  officers  in  the  hospital  department,  and  medical  stal^ 
hereinafter-mentioned,  who  shall  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war*' 
or  be  reduced  before  that  time  as  supernumeraries,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and 
receive,  during  life,  in  lien  of  half-paj,  the  following  allowance,  viz. 

The  director  of  the  hospital  equal  to  the  half-pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel : 

Chief  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  army  and  hospital,  and  hospital  phy- 
sicians and*  surseons,  purveyor,  apothecary,  and  regimental  surgeons,  eacb 
equal  to  the  half- pay  of  a  captain : 

That  there  be  allowed  to  the  purveyor,  apothecary,  and  assistant  purveyor, 
each,  forage  for  one  horse : 

That  the  power  given  in  the  before-mentioned  plan,  to  the  chief  physician 
and  aocgeoh  of  the  army,  to  remove  regimental-surgeons  and  mates  in  case 
of  absence  without  leave,  shall  in  future  extend  no  further  than  a  power  of 
suspension,  until  such  delinquent  shall  be  reported  to  a  proper  officer  for 
bringing  him  to  trial  by  court-martial : 

That  the  apothecary  may  deliver  medicines,  instruments  and  dressiojis, 
and  other  articles  of  nis  department,  to  the  hospitals,  on  orders  in  writing 
from  a  physician  and  surgeon  having  the  care  of  any  particular  hospital,  where 
the  director  or  one  of  the  chief  physicians  and  surgeons  shall  not  be  present 
to  give  the  same : 

That  the  power  jgiven  to  the  director  and  chief  hospital  physicians,  with 
respect  to  the  appointment  of  matrons,  nurses,  and  otner  persons  necessarj 
for  the  regular  management  ot  the  hospitals,  be  extended  to  each  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospitals,  in  the  absence  of  the  director  and 
chief  physicians  and  surgeons.  ^ 

THURSDAY,  January  18, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Mtesolved^  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  authorized  to  exchange,  as  here- 
tofore, any  exchangeable  prisoners  of  the  enemy,  taken  in  refugee  boats,  for 
onr  people  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  the  resolution  of  the  5th  instant  not- 
withstanding. 

SATURDAY,  January  £0, 1 78  U 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Slst  December* 
from  E.  Blaine,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  a  letter  be  written  by  the  president  to  the  executive  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  representing  the  necessity  of  forming  magazines  of  flour 
contiguous  to  the  army,  and  urging  that  state  to  send  forward  their  quota  ta 
Trenton  by  .water,  without  delay. 

TUESDAY,  January  23, 1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  J.  Bradford,  was  read,  enclosing  a  schedule  of 
the  settlement  with  captain  Duarti,  for  the  Nostra  Signiora  del  Carmo  and 
St.  Antonio  and  cargo^  and  captain  Duarti's  discharge : 
Vol.  IIL  72 
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Ordered,  That  the  §ame  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasu  rj. 

The  deiegatea  for  the  state  of  New- York,  laid  before  Coogreas  a  letter  aC 
the  14th,  from  John  M'Kes8on,  which  being  readmit  was  therenpon, 

Besolved,  That  a  procurator  be  appointed,  daring  the  pleaanre  of  Conf^reis, 
to  proaecute  in  behalf  of  Congress  tor  all  debts  doe  to,  or  frands  comauttcd 
against  these  United  States  in  the  state  of  New- York. 

Retolvedt  That  Egbert  Benson,  esq.  be  appointed  to  the  efice  of  proca* 
ffttor  aa  aforesaid. 

Ordered^  That  the  letter  aforesaid  be  referred  to  the  board  of  traaanry  to 
take  order. 

A  rebort  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Uemvedy  That  Congress  approve  of  col.  Armand's  proposals  aa  onde  io 
hia  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  to  the  board  of  war,  respecting  the  procoring  the 
diothing  and  equipment  of  his  lesion  on  his  own  credit  i  the  monies  advsa- 
ced  for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  procured,  to  be  re- paid  in  foar  years, 
with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annuro ;  the  articlea  pro- 
cured to  be  plain  and  useful,  without  unnecessary  decorationa  or  eapenae: 

That  colonel  Armand  have  leave  to  go  to  France ;  and  for  thia  purpoae  a 
furlough  be  granted  him  for  six  niooths : 

That  the  board  of  treasury  report  a  warrant  in  favcur  of  the  pajHnaster 
of  the  board  of  war,  for  the  sum  deemed  necessary  by  the  board  to  recruit 
die  legion  commanded  by  col.  Armand  to  its  complement  s 

Thatthe  quarter-maater  general  be  directed  to  procure  a  su  Kcient  number 
of  horses,  to  re-nount  such  of  the  cavalry  aa  are  destitute  of  horses  agrrf* 
able  to  the  directions  to  be  given  bv  the  commander  in  chief  f<»r  the  neit 
campaign,  and  that  colonel  Armand's  legion  be  famished  with  its  propsr- 
tion  out  of  the  number  so  procured  by  the  auarter-master  general : 

That  the  remainder  of  colonel  Armand's  legion,  now  in  service,  beststioo* 
ed,  for  the  nurposeof  discipline  and  equipment,  at  such  place  as  the  com- 
mander in  cnief  ahall  think  proper : 

That  so  much  of  the  repor.t  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  lieaferaant* 
colonel  Temant  to  be  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  legion  commanded  by  eobntl 
Armand»  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

FRIDAY,  Janwxry  26,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  25th,  from  1.  Pierce,  pay-master  general,  was  read ' 
Whereupon, 

ReMolvedt  That  the  allowance  of  five  dollars  per  month,  to  the  olbcers  of 
tiie  army,  for  each  retained  ration,  granted  by  an  act  of  the  ISth  of  Aagvst 
last,  shall  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1780 : 

That  the  additional  pay  of  atds-de-camp,  brigade-majors,  adjotants  ami 
regimental  quarter-masters,  as  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  I2tli 
ofthis  inst.  be  drawn  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  from  and  after  the  ist 
day^  of  August  last,  instead  of  the  18th  day  of  the  same  month,  as  meotioo- 
ed  in  the  above-mentioned  resolution. 

SATURDAY,  Janvary  £7,  1781.' 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Buoivedt  That  the  resignation  of*^  John  Biddle,  lately  appointed  a  com* 
miaaioner  to  burn  the  money  sent,  and  to  be  sent,  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  several  loan-offices,  to  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  be  accepted, 
•nd  that  Mr.  Andrew  Doz,  the  commissioner  appointed  to  destroy  the 
emissions  of  May,  1777,  and  April,  1778,  in  the  nands  of  the  treasarrr  of 
loans,  be,  and  hereby  is  appointed  to  execute  the  trust  assigned  to  Mr. 
Biddle. 
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MONDAY,  January  £9»  ITSK 

Mr.  J(Meph  JoneSi  a  delegate  of  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in 
CoDgresB. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  SI,  1781. 

A  letter  of  tke  18th,  from  governor  TrumboU,  was  read,  enclosing  a  reao* 
lattoo,  passed  bj  the  ^nerai  assembly  of  that  state,  the  £9th  of  Nov.  last, 
respecting  the  requisitions  of  Congress;  and  wherein  it  is  represented^ 
**  that  apon  good  information,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  there  hat 
been  a  great  loss  and  spoil  of  clothing  belonging  to  the  United  States,  for 
want  of  proper  care  and  attention  to  that  department ;''  also  a  resolution  of 
the  said  general  assembly,  passed  in  October  last,  respecting  the  cession  and 
relinquishment  of  the  western  territory  to  the  Unitea  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  November  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three:  the  members,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Clymer  and  Mr.  Sharpe. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  October,  together  with  the  acts  and  reso* 
lutionsof  the  state  of  New- York  and  of  the  commonwealth  of  Viif  inia,  oa 
the  same  subject,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven :  the  members,  Mr. 
Witherspoon,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  purke« 
Mr.  Walton. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Joseph  Howell,  auditor 
of  accounts  for  the  main  army,  and  the  report  of  the  txMircl  of  treasury  there<* 
CD,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  auditors  of  accounts  for  the  main  and  separate  army, 
be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  allow  to  each  of  their  clerks,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  August  last,  41  2-3  of  a  doUar  a  month,  in  bills  emitted 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  and  one  ration  a  day. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Hodgdon, 
delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besohed,  That  the  commissary-general  of  military  stores,  or  first  officer 
in  that  department,  be,  and  hereby  is  allowed,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  \ugtt8tlast,  115  dollars  a  month,  in  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
the  18th  of  March  last;  and  that  the  deputy  commissary  4>r  second  officer 
in  that  department,  be,  and  hereby  is  allowed,  from  the  said  first  day  of  Au* 
gust,  the  sum  of  90  dollars  per  month,  in  the  bills  aforesaid ;  in  lieu  of  the 
sums  allowed  them  respectively  by  the  resolution  of  the  12th  instant* 

THURSDAY,  February  1,  1781. 

On  motion  of  tie  medical  committee,  . 

Resolved,  That  the  purveyor  of  the  hospital  be,  and  herd>y  is  empowered 
and  directed  to  collect,  or  cause  to  be  collected  and  secured  under  his  care, 
until  properly  issued,  idl  public  hospital  stores  and  medicines  in  Virginia, 
late  under  the  direction  or  Dr.  Rickman,  or  others  acting  under  the  United 
States,  and  all  persons  in  possession  of  such  public  stores  or  medicines,  are 
hereby  requirea  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  purveyor,  or  his  order,  upoft 
demand. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read :  Whereupoui  Congress  came  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  bv  tlie  late  arrangement  of  the  army,  there  is  a  supernumerary 
officer  allowed  to  each  regiment,  to  reside  in  the  state  to  which  such  reei- 
inent  belongs,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  Accessary  business  for  ue 
regiment  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  4th  September,  1778,  allowing  officers 
three  dollars  a  day  for  expenses  on  business  not  incidental  to  their  offices, 
be,  and  is  hereby  repealed,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole. 
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and  the  firet  resolution  being  read,  **  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
states  as  indispensably  necessary,  that  they  pasf  laws»  granting  to  CongreM, 
for  the  nse  of  the  United  States*,  &c.  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  goods,  &£• 
imported,"  &c. 

•  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Barke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews,  to  strike 
oat  the  words  **pas8  laws  granting  to,"  and  in  lien  thereof  insert  "vest  t 
power  in,"  and  after  the  word  **  Congress,"  to  insert  the  words  '*  to  levy  f 
and  on  the  question,  shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  oat  stand  f  the  ycu 
and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  the  states  being  equally  divided, 
the  words  were  struck  out. 

FRIDAY,  February  2, 1781. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  captain  Paschki, 
delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Jtesolved,  That  captain  Pascnki,  late  of  the  American  army,  be  informed 
that  the 'request  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  22d  inst.  to  be  allowed  depre- 
ciation  and  half-pay  cannot  be  complied  with. 

On  the  application  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New- 
Hampshire, 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  advance  to  John  Nesmitb,  ao  much  mo- 
ney  as  they  mav  judge  reasonable  and  necessary,  to  enalile  him  to  retsni 
home ;  and  make  report  to  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  sum  so  advanced, 
that  the  same  may  be  charged  to  the  state  of  New-Hampshire*  which  is  t» 
be  accountable. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  of  this  day  ti 
them,  from  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Peonsylvaoia, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  tne  same  to  major-general  St.  Clair,  vhick 
were  reiul ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  president  inform  the  supreme  executive  cmudi  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  Congress  have  not  been  insensible  of  the  safferinesof  the 
army  for  want  of  pay :  that  on  the  15th  of  last  month  tb«y  did,  iji  &  most 
earnest  manner,  apply  to  the  respective  states,  from  Pennsylvania  to  New- 
Hampshire,  both  inclusive,  for  a  sum  of  money  for  the  immediate  nay  of  the 
army  composed  of  the  line  of  those  states :  that  the  whole  line  is  equally 
the  object  of  the  care  and  attention  of  Congress :  that  as  soon  as  the  or- 
cumstapces  of  the  public  treasury  will  admit,  the  just  claims  of  the  ansy 
shall  be  satisfied ;  but  that  Congress  cannot,  in  any  circumstance,  make  i 
distinction  between  the  troop's  of  any  one  state  and  those  of  another. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wolcott,  * 

Jlesolved,  That  he  be  excused  Irom  any  further  attendance  at  the  bond 
of  treasury. 

SATURDAY,  February  S,  1781. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  a  delegate  for  the  ^tate  of  Pennsylvania,  attended, 
and  took  his  seat. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resoivedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  executive  of  the  state 
of,Pennsylvania,  to  call  otft  to  do  duty  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  thirty 
da^s,  if  not  sooner  discharged,  100  rank  and  file  of  the  miliUa,  properly 
omcered. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

That  It  IS  indispensably  necessary  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, should  be  vested  with  a  right  of  superintending  the  commercial 
regulations  of  every  state,  that  none  may  take  place  that  shall  be  partial  or 
contrary  to  the  common  interest ;  and  that  they  should  be  vested  with  die 
'  exclusive  right  of  laying  duties  upon  all  imported  articles,  no  restrictioi  to 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  1781. .  573 


be  Taiid,  and  no  such  duty  to  be  laid,  but  with  the  consent  of  nine  states. 
Provided,  that  all  duties  and  imposts  laid  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  always  be  a  certain  proportion  of  the  value  of  the  article 
or  articles  on  which  tlie  same  shall  be  laid ;  and  the  same  article  shall  bear 
the  same  doty  and  impost  throughout  the  said  states  without  exemption :  and 
provided  that  all  such  duties  and  imposts  shall  be  for  the  perfecting  of  cer- 
tain specified  purposes,  which  purposes  being  perfected,  the  said  duties  and 
imposts  so  appropriated,  shall  cease :  provided  also,  that  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled, shall  not  be  empowered  to  appropriate  any  duties  or 
imposts  for  perpetual  annuities,  or  other  perpetual  or  indefinite  interests,  or 
for  annuities  for  more  than  three  lives  at  tne  same  time  in  being,  or  fur  a 
longer  term  than  years. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this ;  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Matthews,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole : 

And  on  the  question  to  insert  the  words,  moved  to  be  inserted ;  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  reauired :  and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  being  amended,  was  agreed  to 
as  follows: 

Besolvedf  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states,  as  indispensably 
necessary,  that  they  vest  a  power  in  Congress,  to  levy  for  the  use  of  the 
United  states,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent  ad  vtUorem,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  importation,  upon  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  of  foreign  growth 
and  manufactures,  which  may  be  imported  into  any  of  the  said  states  from 
any  foreign  port,  island  or  plantation,  after  the  first  day  of  May,  1781 ;  ex- 
cept arms,  ammunition,  clotliing  and  other  articles  imported  on  account  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them ;  and  except  wool -cards  and  cotton-cards^ 
and  wire  for  making  diem ;  and  also,  except  salt,  during  the  war : 

Also,  a  like  duty  of  five  percent,  on  all  prizes  and  prize  goods,  condenm- 
ed  in  the  court  of  admiralty  of  an^  of  these  states  as  lawful  prize : 

That  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  duties,  be  appropriated  to  the  di8« 
charge  of  the  principal  and  Interest  of  the  debts  already  contracted,  or  which 
may  be  contracted,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  for  supporting  the 
present  war : 

That  the  said  duties  be  continued  until  the  said  debts  shall  be  fully  and 
inally  discharged. 

MONDAY,  February  5,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  dlst  of  January,  from  general  Washington,  enclosing  a  letter 
of  the  £7th,  from  major-general  Howe ;  and  one  of  the  25  th  of  January,  from 
major-general  Parsons,  were  read : 

iMkred,  That  the  letter  of  major-general  Parsons,  with  the  papers  en« 
closed,  relative  to  his  successful  enterpfize  against  the  enemy's  post  at  Mor- 
risania,  with  so  much  of  the  general's  letter  as  relates  thereto,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  intelligence ;  and  that  the  commander  in  chief  return  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  major-general  Parsons,  and  the  officers  and  men  un- 
der his  command ;  and  inform  him  that  Congress  have  directed  tliis  publica- 
tion to  be  made  in  testimony  pf  their  approbation  of  his  judicious  arrange- 
ments, and  of  the  spirit  and  military  conduct  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
men  employed  under  him  on  the  occasion. 

On  motion  of  the  medical  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  give  the  directions  necessary  for 
establishing  a  hospital  in  Yii^nia,  and  providing  for  the  same ;  and  also  for 
removins  the  sick  from  the  new  gaol  in  this  city,  to  some  proper  place  to  be 
provided  aa  a  hospital  for  prisoners* 
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The  cmnmittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  20th  Me? emkr  btti 
from  the  president  of  the  state  of  New-Hainpshire»  report. 

That  with  respect  to  the  case  of  Mods,  de  la  Tour,  a  French  Mhjstt,re* 
aiding;  in  New-nampshire*  stated  to  Coojgresa  by  president  Weare,  &eo»a* 
mittee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  on  his  stock  in  trade,  of  which  hs  con- 
plains,  being  common  to  the  citia^ns  of  that  state,  and  oo  wise  incoaipatiblt 
with  his  character  as  a  French  sutpject,  is  liable  to  no  olgectioo,  unlets  Nck 
effects  be  included  in  his  computed  stock  as  lie  out  of  that  statei  to  wUcb 
distinction  careful  attention  ought  to  be  paid. 

Betolvedt  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee  having  reported  farther  on  the  subject: 

Ordered^  That  tlie  consioeration  of  tiie  remainder  be  pos^woed* 

TUESDAY,  February  6, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland, 

Itesolved,  That  Thomas  Bond,  inn.  purveyor  to  the  general  hospitti,  be^ 
and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  settle  the  accounts  for  salariea,  and  psj  the 
officers  of  the  hospital  established  in  Virginia,  under  die  direction  of  Dr. 
Gould,  which  have  accrued  since  the  new  arrangement  of  the  medical  de- 
partment ;  and  that  Dr.  W.  Rickman,  late  deputv  director,  settle  asd  re* 
turn  the  accounts  of  salaries  due  the  officers  of  tne  said  hospitals,  prior  to 
that  date,  to  the  present  purveyor. 

A  memorial  of  J.  Henderson,  agent  of  O.  Pollock,  was  read ;  WhcreipWi 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ooaroerci 
on  the  memorial  of  J.  Henderson,  respecting  the  accounts  of  0.  Pollock ;  aod, 
thereupon. 

Ordered,'  That  the  treasury  board  pass  37,836  dollars,  specie^  to  the  credit 
•f  O.  Pollock,  agent  of  the  United  8utes  at  New-Orleana.  as  a  debt  doc  Is 
him  from  the  said  states,  on  which  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  is  to  be  iOow* 
ed  him  until  pavment  shall  be  made. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  re-committed  th«ir  report,  rop^* 
ing  the  drawing  of  the  fourth  class  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  dciivend  a 
anotlier  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  manaprs  of  the  United  States'  lottery,  forthwith  pfv« 

gare  for  drawing  the  fourth  class  of  the  said  lottery ;  that  they  drtw  the 
tanks  and  prizes,  and  begin  the  drawing  on  the  1st  Monday  in  April  next, 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury;  and  that  the  tickets  thenit* 
maining;  unrenewed  by  the  adventurers  in  the  third  class,  conformable  to  die 
resolution  of  the  18th  day  of  November,  1776,  be  on  account  of  the  United 
States  and  not  disposed  of.  » 

WEDNESDAY,  February  7,  1781. 

Whereas  the  events  of  the  war  may  prevent  the  legislatures  of  sone  of 
these  states  from  assembling  in  time  to  consider  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
3d,  and  consent  to  the  vesting  in  Congress  the  power  to  levy  the  duties  men- 
tioned in  the  said  act,  so  as  to  enable  Congress  to  apply  the  said  duties  for 
the  important  purposes  for  which  the  said  duties  are  designed  ;  and  wberetf 
there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  such  states  as  may  be  so  circonstsom 
will  refuse  to  concur  in  a  measure  calculated  for  the  general  defence,  fo 
soon  as  their  legislatures  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  and  deliberate : 

Resolvedt  That  so  soon  as  all  the  states,  whose  legislatures  shall  sad  naf 
assemble,  shall  consent  to  the  vesting  in  Congress  the  power  of  levying  the 
duties  in  the  act  aforesaid  specified.  Congress  will  proceed  to  the  eiecotioo 
of  the  said  powers ;  and  the  revenues  arising  from  the  said  duties,  ^^^ 
carried  to  the  general*  credit  of  all  the  states  which  shall  consent  or  sc^ 
thereto,  in  tlie  first  session  of  their  respective  legislatures,  which  ibaU  ^ 
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held  after  tke  said  act  shall  have  reached  the  execetive  powers  of  the  states 
re9pectivelj« 

Omisrecl,  That  the  foregoing  resolution,  together  with  the  act  of  the  Sd,be 
trmasmitted  with  all  convenient  despatch  to  the  several  states ;  and  that,  in 
the  letter  acoompanjins  the  same,  the  president  orge  upon  the  several  ex-* 
ecntivesthe  necessitjr  of  immediately  calling  the  assemblies,  if  not  already 
conTened,  for  the  purpose  of  vesting  Congress  with  the  power  mentioned 
in  the  said  act* 

The  committee  to  whom  was  re>committed  that  part  of  their  report  on  a 
plan  for  the  arrangement  of  the  civil  executive  departments  of  the  United 
States,  delivered  in  another  report. 

Confpress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan  for  (he  arrangement 
of  the  civil  executive  departments  of  the  United  States ;  and  thef:eupon, 

Resolved^  That  there  be  a  superintendent  of  finsnce,  a  secretary  at  war« 
and  a  secretary  of  marine : 

Thi^  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  finance,  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  public  debts,  the  public  expenditures,  and  the  public  revenue ; 
to  digest  and  report  plans  for  improving  and  regulatin;^  the  finances,  and 
for  establishing  order  and  economy  in  the  expenditure  ot  the  public  money ; 
to  direct  the  execution  of  all  plans  which  shall  be  adopted  by  Congress  re- 
specting revenue)  and  expenditure ;  to  superintend  and  control  the  settle- 
ment ofall  public  accounts ;  to  direct  and  control  all  persons  employed  in 
procMring  supplies  for  the  public  service,  and  in  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  ;  to  obtain  accounts  ofall  die  issues  of  the  specific  supplies  furnished 
by  the  several  states;  to  compel  the  payment  of  all  moneys  due  to  the 
United  States,  and  in  his  official  cliaracter,  or  in  such  manner  as  the  laws  of 
the  respective  states  shall  direct,  to  prosecute  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates, 
for  all  delinquencies  respecting  the  public  revenue  and  expenditures ;  to 
report  to  Congress  the  officers  who  shall  be  necessary  for  assistiog  him  ia 
tJie  various  branches  of  his  department* 

That  the  powers  and  duty  of  the  secretary  at  war  shall  be  as  follows : 

To  examine  into  the  present  state  of  the  war-office,  the  returns  and  pre- 
sent state  of  the  troops,  ordnance,  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  supplies 
of  the  armies  of  the^e  United  States,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress ;  to  ob« 
tain  and  keep  exact  and  regular  returns  of  all  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 
and  ofall  the  military  stores,  equipments,  and  supplies  in  the  masaaunes  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  other  places  for  their  use ;  to  take  the  immediate 
care  of  such  as  are  not  in  actual  service ;  to  form  estimates  of  all  such  stores, 
equipments  and  supplies  as  may  be  requisite  fur  the  military  service,  and 
for  keeping  up  competent  magazines,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  finance,  that  he  may  take  measures  tor  procuring  the  same  in  such 
manner  as  may  best  suit  the  finances  of  these  states ;  to  prepare  estimates 
for  paying  and  recruiting  the  armies  of  these  United  States,  and  lay  them 
before  the  superintendent  of  finance,  so  seasonably  as  to  enable  him  to  make 
provision  without  delay  or  derangement ;  to  execute  all  the  resolutions  o( 
Congress  respecting  military  preparations,  and  transmit  all  orders  and  re- 
solutions relative  to  the  military  land  forces  of  these  United  States ;  to  make 
out,  seal,  and  countersign  all  military  commissions,  keep  registers  thereof, 
and  publish  annually  a  list  of  all  appointments;  to  report  to  Congress  the 
officers  necessary  for  assisting  him  in  the  business  of  his  department. 

Ruolved^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  marine,  to  examine 
into  and  report  to  Congress  the  present  state  of  the  navy,  a  register  of  the 
officersMn  and  out  of  command,  and  the  dates  of  their  respective  commis- 
sions ;  and  an  account  ofall  the  naval  and  other  stores  belonging  to  that  depart- 
ment ;  to  form  estimates  ofall  pay,  equipments  and  supplies  necessary  for 
the  navy ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  report  such  estimates  to  the  superiiv- 
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tendent  of  finance,  that  he  maj  take  raeaturaa  for  proTidin|^  far  the  eipenMt, 
in  aach  mannar  as  may  beat  auit  the  condition  of  the  public  treasury ;  toss- 
perintend  and  direct  the  execution  of  all  resolutiona  of  Congress  respectipi 
naval  preparations :  to  make  out,  seal  and  countersign  all  marine  commift- 
aions,  keep  registers  thereof,  and  publish  annually  a  list  of  all  appointmeati; 
to  report  to  Congress  the  officers  and  agents  necessary  to^  assist  him  in  the 
business  of  his  department ;  and  in  general  to  execute  all  the  duties  tad 
powers  specified  in  the  act  of  Congress  constituting  the  board  of  admiraltj. 

THURSDAY,  February  8,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  January,  from  major-sen.  Greene,  with  sundrr pi- 
pers enclosed,  giving  an  account  of  a  signal  and  complete  victory  gtia^  bj 
bri^ier-gen.  Moi^n,  on  the  irth  of  January,  over  a  detachment  of  the 
British  army  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-col.  Tarleton  ; 

Also,  another  letter  from  major-gen.  Greene,  of  the  23d,  and  a  letter  of 
January  9th,  from  the  same,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  men- 
bers,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Bee. 

An  authentic  copy  of  a  letter  from  bri^dier-gen.  Moultrie  to  lienteoant' 
colonel  Balfour,  dated  Christ  Church  parish,  October  16th,  1780,  and  colosd 
Balfour's  answer,  were  read : 

Ordered^  That  copies  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  ministers  of  these  Unit- 
ed States  at  the  courts  of  Europe ;  and  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  con- 
mittee  aforesaid. 

FRIDAY,  February  9,  1781. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  6000  dol- 
lars per  annum : 
That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  at  war  be  5000  dollars  per  annnn ;  ud 
That  the  salarv  of  the  secretary  of  marine  be  5000  dollars  per  anoiUB. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 
Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  immediately  lay  before  Congretftti 
exact  state  of  the  returns  from  all  the  respective  loan-ofllces,  specif jin^^^ 
old  emissions  brought  in  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  new  emissions  retuo^i 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Congress ;  also,  a  state  of  the  taxes  p^d  in  bjr  the 
respective  states,  and  that  they  make  such  report  to  Congress  on  the  first 
Monday  of  every  month  in  future. 

SATURDAY,  February  10, 1781. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther 
the  report  on  finance,  and  after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chiir, 
and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  committee  have  considered  farther  tlie 
report  on  finance,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leafe  to  flt 
ag^in. 

Ordered,  That  on  Monday  next  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  comoiitteeor 
the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the  reports  on  finance. 

MONDAY,  February  12, 1781. 

Mr.  Daniel  Carroll,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  attended  lod 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

The  delegates  for  Maryland  laid  before  Congress  a  certified  copy  of  tf 
act  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  which  was  read,  as  follows  : 

**  An  act  to  empower  the  ddegatet  of  thii  itaie  in  Gongresg  to  nibieribe  and  ntify  the  artidA 

oontederation. 

*<  Whereas  it  hath  been  said  that  the  common  enemy  is  encoorag^  bf 
this  state  not  acceding  to  the  confederation,  to  hope  that  the  oiuoo  »^^ 
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Bister  states  maj  be  dissolved  ;  and  therefore  prosecutes  the  war  in  expecta- 
tion of  an  ef  ent  so  disgraceful  to  America ;  and  our  friends  and  illuatriout 
ally  are  iropresseti  with  an  idea  that  the  common  pause  would  be  promoted 
by  oar  formally  acceding  to  the  confederation  :  this  general  assemblyi  con* 
scions  that  this  state  hatn,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  strenuously 
exertetl  herself  in  the  common  cause,  aud  fully  satisfied  that  if  no  formsl 
confederation  was  to  take  place,  it  is  the  fixed  determination  of  this  state  td 
continue  her  exertions  to  the  utmost,  agreeable  to  the  fafth  pledged  in  iht 
union ;  from  an  earnest  desire  to  conciliate  the  affection  of  the  sister  states ; 
to  convince  all  the  world  of  our  unalterable  resolution  to  support  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  TTnited  States»  and  the  ajliance  with  his  most  Christiim  ma- 
jesty, and  to  destroy  forever  any  appfc*ehension  of  our  friends^  or  hope  in  our 
enemies,  of  this  state  being  again  united  to  Oreat-Britain. 

**  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland,  that  the  deleeatei 
of  this  state  in  Coneress,  or  any  two  or  three  of  them,  shall  be,  and  are  here- 
by, emnowered  ami  required,  on  behalf  of  this  state,  to  subscribe  the  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  states  of  New-Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts- Bar,  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecti- 
cut, New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania^  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  signed  in  the  general  Con» 
gresa  of  the  said  states  by  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  their  then  president, 
and  laid  before  the  legislature  of  this  state  to  be  ratified  if  approved.  And 
that  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  so  as  aforesaid 
subscribed,  shall  henceforth  be  ratified  and  become  conclusive  as  to  this 
state,  and  obligatory  thereon.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that,  by  acceding 
to  the  said  confederation,  this  state  doth  not  relinquish,  or  intend  to  relin- 
quish, any  right  or  interest  she  hatli,  with  the  other  united  or  confederated 
states,  to  the  back  country ;  but  claims  the  same  as  fully  as  was  done  by  the 
Jegislatnre  of  this  state,  m  their  declaration,  which  stands  entered  on  the 
journals  of  Congress ;  this  state  relying  on  the  justice  of  the  several  states 
hereafter,  as  to  tlie  said  claim  made  by  this  state. 

And  it  is  further  declared,  that  po  article  in  the  said  confederation,  can 
or  ought  to  bind  this  or  any  other  state,  to  guarantee  any  exclusive  claim  of 
any  particular  state,  to  the  soil  of  the  said  back  lands,  or  any  such  claim  of 
jurisdiction  over  the  said  lands  or  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates,  January  SOth,  1781,  read  and  assented  tp, 
By  order,  F.  GREEN,  Clerk. 

By  the  Senate,  February  2d»  1781.    Read  and  assented  to. 

By  order,  JAS.  MACCUBBIN,  Clerk. 

THO.  S.  LEE.  (L.  S.)" 

Congress  was  resolved  into  i  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time, 
the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the  com- 
mittee have  considered  farther  the  reports  on.  finance,  and  made  some  pro- 
gress, but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again : 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  Consress  l>e  again  resolved  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  consider  further  <ne  reports  on  finance. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  14,  1781. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  7th  from  B. 
Stoddert,  secretary  of  the  board  of  war,  praying  for  leave  to  resign,  deliver- 
ed in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ritolvedj  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

THURSDAY,  February  15, 1781. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  letter  of  December  '22d,  1780, 
from  the  governor  oi  Massachusetts,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 
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JRe9olvedt  That  the  president  intbrm  the  governor  of  MaaaachnBelU,  that 
Congress,  sensible  of  tne  impoi'tance  of  sapporting  the  eastern  Indian  de- 
partment, under  the  superintendence  of  colonel  John  Allan,  approve  of  tlic 
care  of  the  executive  of  Massachusetts,  in  making,  from  time  to  tinie,tlM 
necessary  provision  for  the  same ;  and  thej  are  requested  to  continue  sock 
supplies,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States  :  and  it  is  further  reaolTed, 
that  the  governor  and  council  of  Massachusetts  be,  and  herebj  are  empow* 
cred  to  complete  the  company  of  artillery,  at  the  post  of  MachiaSg  to  a  nnni- 
ber  not  exceeding  sixty-five,  including  such  oflScers  as  they  shall  judge  neces- 
aarv,  for  the  furtner  security  and  defence  thereof ;  the  said  company  to  be 
under  the  comoMnd  of  colonel  Jo|)n  Allan,  and  to  be  raised,  clothed,  piid 
and  subsisted  as  continental  soldiers,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Howell,  jun.  one  of  the  auditors  of  accouots  for 
fhe  mun  army,  be,  ana  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  open  his  office  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  purpoae  of  settling  the  accounts  that  may  properly  com 
before  him,  as  one  or  the  auditors  pf  accounts  for  the  main  army ;  and  that 
he  proceed  particularly  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and 

Ky-masters  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  or  other  accounts  proper  to  be  settled 
hiAi,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  subject  to  be  remored 
to  the  main  army  so  soon  as  it  shall  appear  necessary. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letters  from  W.  Carniichael, 
&c.  when  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jay,  which  the  delegates  of  Vir«;iDii 
had  moved  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  their  constituents,  was  debated 
and  agreed  to. 

FRIDAY,  February  16, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Dou^ll,  ^ 

Sesolvedp  That  no  member  speak  twice  upon  any  question  in  debatCi  bbq) 
every  member  who  chooses,  snail  have  spoken  once  upon  the  same. 

Consress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole;  and,  after  sone 
timei  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  the 
committee  have  considered  farther  the  reports  on  finance,  but  not  ha? tng^Mae 
to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again :  .        r  k* 

Ordered,  That  tomorrow  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  tie 
whole,  to  consider  farther  the  reports  on  finance. 

80  motion  of  the  committee  of  commerce, 
eeolved.  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be,  and  hereby  are  anthoitf- 
ed  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  arrange  the  accounts  of  the  aud  comouttee. 

SATURDAY,  February  J7,  1781. 

A  repbrt  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Carleton  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  ^^^ 
of  the  board  of  war,  in  tlie  room  of  Benjamin  Stoddert  rerigned,  ontu  t» 
further  order  of  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  Doard  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon,  . . 

Resolved^' ThAt  the  priticipal  superintendent  of  bakers,  in  the  arm;  of  uk 
United  States,  receive,. in  bills  of  the  new  emissions,  50 dollars  per  D00t°i 
and  two  rations  a  day,  and  forage  for  one  horse :  '^ 

That  the  superintendent  of  bakers  make  regular  monthly  retarni  to  o» 
commissary-seneral  of  issues ;  and  that  he  receive  monies,  from  ^"'^^  ^1' 
by  warrants  from  the  commander  in  chief,  out  of  the  miiitarj-^hestt 
payment  of  wages,  and  carrving^on  the  business  of  his  department:        , 

That  Mr.  Christopher  liiidwick,  who  has  acted  with  great  '^^^^r^ 
integrity  in  the  character  of  principal  superintendent  ^^^^^^'^*!^\^\jt 
hereby  continued  in  that  employment ;  and  that  he  be  empowered  to^ 
or  inhst  any  nuntber  of  bakers,  Dotexceeding  30,  on  sueh  Urta$  >*  ^^^  ^^ 
of  war'shafl  think  proper : 


■: 
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That  Mr.  ChriBtopherLudwick  receive,  as  a  com pensatioB  for  all  past  aer- 
Ticesy  1000  dollars,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission. 

MONDAY,  February  19. 1781. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Varnnm. 

That  captain  John  P.  Jones,  lately  arrived  from  France,  be  directed  tot 
attend  Congress  on  Monday  next,  to  lay  before  them  every  information  in 
his  power,  relative  to  the  detention  of  the  clothin|i^  and  arms  belonging  to 
these  United  States,  in  France :  and  tliat  the  doors  of  Congress  be  open  dur* 
ing  such  examination : 

After  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpo, 

That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required ;  ann  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

TUESDAY.  February  20,  1781. 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  a  delegate  for  Virginia,  attended,  and  took  his  teat  ia* 
Congress, 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  M^DoogAlI, 
Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Burke,  appointed  to 
confer  with  colonel  B.  Harrison  : 

B^olved,  That  the  southern  army  be  composed  of  all  the  regular  troopi, 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Georgia,  inclusive;  except  Moylan's  dragoons,  and 
those  on  command  on  the  western  frontiers ;  and  that  the  commander  in 
chief  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  order  the  troops  of  the  Pennsylvania^  line, 
except  as  above,  to  join  the  army  in  Viiginia,  by  detachments,  as  they  maj 
be  in  readiness  to  march : 

That  the  deputy  quarter-master  in  Pennsylvania  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  put  the  wagons  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  in  order  for 
service  immediately : 

That  the  several  states  southward  of  Pennsylvania  be,  and  hereby  are 
required  to  furnish  their  respective  quotas  of  supplies  to  the  southern  army, 
timely  and  regularly : 

That  the  states  aforesaid,  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  i)e,  and  hereby 
are  required  to  complete  their  respective  quotas  of  troops,  and  forward  them 
to  join  the  southern  army  without  loss  of  time. 

jResolved,  That  400  wagons  be  procured  and  furnished  for  the  southern 
army. 

Eesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  hereby  are  directed  to  furnish 
the  southern  army  with  10,000  suits  of  clothes,  complete :  860  tents,  5000 
muskets,  with  bayonets  and  cartouch -boxes;  8000  knapsacks,  6000  havre- 
sacks,  8000  canteens,  700  camp-kettles,  8000  blankets,  10  tons  of  musket 
powder,  5  tons  of  cannon  powder,  and  20  tons  of  lead. 

That  the  board  of  war  furnish  the  artillery  and  cavalry  with  the  necessary 
ammunition  and  equipments  not  comprised  in  the  foregoing^  resolutions :  and 
that  they  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  artificers  to  repair  the  arms  in  the 
manixines  of  Virginia  and  other  places. 

Resolved,  That  for  purchasing  the  foregoing  articles  the  board  of  war  be, 
and  hereby  are  authorixed  ancfdirected  to  contract  for  payment  in  specie^ 
other  money  equivalent,  payable  in  six  months  with  interest ;  and  that  bills 
of  exchange,  on  the  minister  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of  Yeri- 
sailles,  be  prepared  immediately,  and  deposited  with  the  board  of  war,  to  be 
by  them  delivered  to  the  persons  so  contracting,  to  the  amount  of  such  con* 
tracts,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  unfe^s  they  shall  have  monies  at 
that  time  to  folnl  the  said  contracts. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executives  of  the 
states  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  to  agree  upon 
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and  settle  no  arrangement  for  stippljing  the  southern  army  with  proTiakmi 
from  the  states  most  contiguous,  and  for  replacing  the  same  with  proviuoM 
from  those  that  are  more  remote ;  and  to  establish  such  mode  of  tnuuporti* 
tion  as  will  be  most  convenient  and  least  expensive  to  the  whole. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  superintendent  of  finance ;  ud 
tiie  ballots  being  taken,  Robert  Morris,  esq.  was  unanimously  electedy  having 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Floyd. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  21,  1781. 

'  Sesolved,  That  captain  O'Neil  be  considered  as  retiring;  from  service  ao* 
d^r  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24th  day  of  November,  .177$^  and  be 
entitled  to  one  year's  pay  in  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  tlie 
18th  of  March,  1780. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  memorial  of  Preserved  Clap^  vas 
read;  Whereupon, 

Hesolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  exi- 
tiine  into  the  merit  and  services  of  Preserved  Clap,  and  order  payment  on 
the  account  of  the  United  States,  for  such  suai  as  they  think  he  may  jastlj 
deserve ;  provided  it  shall  not  exceed  lOOOdoUs.  in  bills  of  the  newemtssieits: 

That  Preserved  Clap  be  informed,  that  Congress  cannot  employ  him  Id 
public  service,  consistent  with  their  arrangements. 

THURSDAY,  Fehruary  22,  1781. 

Mr.  Hanson,  a  delegate  for  Maryland,  attended,  and  took  bis  seat  in  Cn- 
gress. 

The  delegates  of  Maryland  having  taken  their  seats  in  Congress  with  pov- 
ers  to  sign  the  articles  of  confederation : 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  completing  the  confcden- 
tion ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  consider  and  rtfmii 
mode  for  announcing  the  same  to  the  public :  the  members,  Mr.  Witof 
Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Matthews. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  m* 
morial  of  R.  Peters,  T.  Pickering  and  W.  Grayson ;  and,  thereupon, 

Reaolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  botrd 
of  war,  be  established  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  Octsberf 
1777,  the  act  of  the  13th  September  last  notwithstanding;  and  dist  tbeir 
several  accounts  for  services  since  the  first  mentioned  date,  be  adjusted  ac- 
cordingly. 

FRIDAY,  Febr%uiry  23, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasurv : 

Ordered,  That  bills' of  exchange,  of  the  following  denominations,  be  forth* 
witii  struck,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  for  the  paymestof 
^iterest  to  such  holders  of  loan -office  certificates  as  may  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive it  in  such  bills,  viz. 

1000  sets  of  12  dollars,  at  five  livres  tournots  per  dollar;  1500  sets  of  iS 
dollars,  at  do. ;  1000  sets  of  24  dollars,  at  do. ;  3000  sets  of  30  dollan,  tt 
do. ;  3O0O  sets  of  36  dollars,  at  do. ;  500  sets  of  60  dollars,  at  do.;  100 scb 
of  300  dollars,  iit  do. 

That  the  said  bills  be  drawn  conformable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  12th  of  May  and  11th  of  July,  1778. 

On  report  Ota  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Sullivan,  tW' 
Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th,  from  lieoteoint- 
col.  Uriah  Forrest : 

Besolved,  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant-col.  Forrest,  of  the  Matt- 
land  line,  be  accepted,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  all  the  emolamentsof  tbe 
resolutions  of  the  10th  of  April  and  the  21st  of  October  last,  except  bilfp^J* 
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That  the  state  of  Maryland  be,  and  hereby  is»  requested  to  advance  to 
lieutenant*col.  Forrest,  on  account  of  the  'United  States,  a  sum  equal  to  se- 
ven years  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel,  in  lieu  of  the  half  pay  he  would 
otherwise  be  entitled  to  during  his  natural  life* 

SATURDAY,  Ftbruary  24, 1781. 

Resolved^  That  the  postage  of  letters,  in  future,  be  double  the  sums  paid 
before  the  commencement  of  the  present  war. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the  mode  of  announcing 
the  final  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  : 

Resolved,  That  on  Thursday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  final  ratification 
of  the  confederation  of  the  United  States  of  America,  be  announced  to  the 
public ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  and  board  of  admiralty  take  order  ac- 
cordingly : 

That  this  important  event  be  communicated  to  the  executives  of  the  seve- 
ral states : 

That  the  sereral  ministers  of  these  states  in  Europe  be  informed  of  the 
complete  and  final  ratification  of  the  said  confederation ;  and  that  they  be 
ordered  to  notify  the  same  to  the  respective  courts  at  which  they  reside : 

That  it  be  also  notified  to  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France: 

That  information  of  the  completion  of  the  said  confederation  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  announce  the 
same  to  the  army  under  his  command. 

On  report  of  tne  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  col.  B.  Harrison, 

Resolved^  That  the  convention  prisoners,  now  in  Virginia,  be  removed  to 
acme  state  more  northerly,  and  that  the  board  of  war  have  them  immediate- 
ly put  in  motion  for  that  purpose,  and  continue  their  march  by  th^  way  of 
l^oland's  ferry,  until  the  turtiier  order  of  Congress. 

MONDAY,  Fcfrrwary  26, 1781. 

Mr.  Thomas  M<Kean,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state,  which  were  read. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  a  me- 
norial  of  col.  R.  Gridley ;  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Massachusetts  to  make 
up  to  Richard  Gridley  the  depreciation  of  his  pay  as  engineer  at  60  dollars 
per  month,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781, 
m  like  manner  with  other  officers  in  the  continental  service,  and  charge  the 
same  to  the  United  States : 

That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  January,  1781,  colonel  Gridley  be 
considered  as  a  retiring  officer,  and  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  United 
States  444  2-5ths  dollars  per  annum,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  in  vir- 
tue of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  17th  November,  1775,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  indemnification  for  any  losses  he  might  sustain  by  entering  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war, 

Resolvedf  That  Eliiah  Weed  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  keeper  of  the 
state-prison  in  Philadfelphia,  in  the  room  of  Robert  Jewell,  deceased. 

TUESDAY,  February  27, 1781. 

Mr.  Rodney,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  M'Dougall,  and 
Mr.  Sullivan,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  SOth  of  May,  from  Mons.  de 
Sartine, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  distinguished  brave- 
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rr  and  miliUry  conduct  of  John  Paul  Jones,  esq.  captain  in  the  ntfy  of  tht 
United  States,  and  particalarlj  in  his  rictorj  over  the  Britiih  Aipof  war 
Serapis,  on  the  coast  of  Enrland,  which  was  attended  with  drcamtttscct  m 
brilliant  as  to  eicite  general  applanse  and  admiration : 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United.  Slates  at  Ae  eosrtrf 
Versailles  communicate  to  his  most  Christian  msfesty  tiie  hig^  latisbctioi 
Congress  have  received  from  the  information  of  Mons.  de  Sarttne,  tint  the 
conduct  and  gallant  behaviour  of  captain  John  Paul  Jones  have  merited  tht 
attention  and  approbation  of  his  most  Christian  majesty;  and  that  his  majei- 
ty's  offer  of  adorning  capt.  Jones  with  the  cross  of  military  merit,  is  highlj 
acceptable  to  Congress. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  rf 
a  secretary  of  marine ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  major-ji^neral  Alezaoder 
M'Dougall  was  elected. 

Orderei,  Tliat  the  election  of  the  other  secretaries  be  postponed. 

WEDNESDAY,  Fehruartf  88,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Bee,  sod  Mr. 
Atlee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Bee, 

Orderedj  That  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  John  Pierce,  pay -master  poe- 
rsl,  upon  the  loan-offices  of  the  undermentioned  states  in  the  following  p- 
portions,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  arisins;  from  the  four-tenths  of  tne  ten 
millions  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  and  that 
the  same  be  applied  to  the  paying  of  the  lines  of  the  said  states,  viz. 

On  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  of 


New-York,  -  $  37,* 

New-Jersey,  -  5li?36 

Pennsylvinii,  -  2£^ 


New-HAmpshiie,  •  jS  51,736 

Masnchusetts,  -  284^3 

Rhode-Ubnd,  •  25,863 

Coimecticut,  -  155,176 

Of  which,  15,100  to  be  paid  immediately,  in  preference  to  anj  faver 
warrants,  for  which  seTeral  sums  the  said  J.  Pierce,  pay-master  genenli  ii 
to  be  accountable. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Howly, 

That  the  election  of  a  secretary  at  war  be  postponed  to  the  1st  dij  ^ 
October  next. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required :  iwli 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Aesofoed,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  proceed  vpoD  tk 
duties  of  that  department,  with  all  the  powers  and  anthorities,  expressed  is 
the  act  of  the  7tn  of  the  present  month,  sscertsining  the  duties  ot  the  lecrt* 
tary  at  war,  untiPthe  further  order  of  Congress ;  any  former  resolution  t« 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

THURSDAY,  Mardi  1,  ir81. 

A  representation  from  the  delegates  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshif^  ^^ 
the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New-TM  retd 
in  Congress  the  7th  of  March,  1780,  entitled, «  An  act  to  facilHsts  tfce  com- 
pletion of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  among  the  Uut- 
cd  States  of  America,''  and  which  is  in  the  words  following : 

*<  Whereas  nothing  under  Divine  Providence,  can  more  eSectoally  cootn- 
bute  to  the  tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  United  SUtes  of  Americi,  tkto  • 
federal  alliance,  on  such  liberal  principles,  as  will  give  satisfsction  (o  w 
respective  members ;  and  whereas  the  articles  of  confederatien  snd  pefp^ 
tual  union,  recommended  by  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  Stste*^ 
America  have  not  proved  acceptable  to  all  the  states ;  it  having  bees  ctf* 
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ceiTed,  that  a  portion  of  the  waate  and  uncultivated  territory,  within  the 
limita  or  claims  of  certain  states,  ought  to  be  appropriated  as  a  common  fund 
for  the  exnenses  of  the  war ;  and  the  people  of  this  state  of  New -York  be- 
ing on  all  occaaions  disposed  to  maniiest  tlieir  regard  for  their  sister 
Btatea,  and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest  and  security ; 
and  more  especially  to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance,  by  removing,  as  far  as 
it  depends  upon  them,  the  before  mentioned  impediment  to  its  final  accom- 
plishment :  ' 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  people  of  the  state  of  New- York,  repre- 
sented in  senate  and  assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  delegates  of  this 
atate,  in  the  honorable  the  Congress' of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  the 
major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  assembled  in  Coneress ;  and  they  the 
laid  delegates,  or  the  major  part  ,of  them,  so  assembled,  are  hereby  fully 
authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf  of  this  state,  and  br  proper  and 
authentic  acts  or  instruments,  to  limit  and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  this 
atate  in  the  western  parts  thereof,  by  such  line  or  lines,  and  in  such  manner 
and  form  as  they  shall  judse  to  be  expedient,  either  with  respect  to  the  ju- 
risdiction, as  wellas  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  soil,  or  reserving  the  jurisiiic- 
tion  in  part,  or  in  the  whole,  over  the  lands  which  may  be  craed  or  relin- 
quished,  with  respect  only  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  soil. 

*<  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  territory 
which  may  be  ceded  or  relinaaished,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  either  with  res- 
pect to  the  jurisdiction  as  well  as  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  soil,  or  the  right 
or  pre-emption  of  soil  only,  shall  be  andenure  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  United  States,  as  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  alliance  of  the 
aaid  states,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

«*  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  the  lands  to 
be  ceded  and  relinquished,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
Stal^  with  respect  to  property  ;  but  which  shall  nevertheless  remain  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  shall  be  disposed  of  and  appropriated  in  such 
manner  only,  as  the  Congress  of  the  said  states  shall  direct ;  ana  that  a  warrant 
under  the  authority  of  Congress,  for  surveying;  and  laying  out  anv  part  thereof, 
shall  entitle  the  party  in  whose  favor  it  shall  issue  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
surveyed  and  laid  out,  and  returned  according  to  the  directions  of  such  war- 
rant, and  thereupon  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  this  state  shall 
pass  to  tiie  grantee  for  the  estate  specified  in  the  said  warrant,  for  which  no 
other  fee  or  reward  shall  be  demanded  or  received)  than  such  as  shall  be  al- 
lowed by  Congress. 

•*  Provided  always,and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  tliat 
the  trust  reposed,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  executed  by  the  dele- 
gates of  this  state,  unless  at  least  three  of  the  said  delegates  shalCbe  present 
in  Congress." 

**  State  ofJfeW'Fark,  ss.— I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  aforegoing  is  a 
true  copy  of  the  original  act,  passed  the  19th  of  February,  1780,  and  lodged 
in  the  secretary's  office.  ROBERT  U  ARPUR,  Ihp.  Sec'y  of  StaUJ* 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  New-York  executed  in  Congress  the  fol- 
lowing act  or  declaration,  to  wit : 

••  To  all  people  wKo  ihaU  we  thete  preiento,  we,  James  Daane,  William  Fiord,  and  Afezandrr 
M«Oounll,  the  underwrittf-n  delegatea  bit  the  atate  oTNew-YoriL  in  tiw  hononble  Congrev 
of  the.  United  Scatn  of  America,  send  greeting  t 

•«  Whereas  it  is  stipulated  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cession  of  terri- 
tory, made  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  atate 
of  viqpnia,  that  the  United  Stotes  should  guarantee  to  that  state  the  bounda- 
ries reserved  by  her  l^islature  for  her  future  jurisdiction  ;  and  it  would  be 
unjust  that  the  sUte  of  New -York,  as  a  member  of  the  federid  union,  should 
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* 
be  compelled  to  guarantee  the  territories  which  shall  be  reserved  by  other 
states  making  such  cessions,  when  her  own  boundaries,  as  thej  are  to  be  li- 
mited and  restricted  bj  the  act  or  instrument  of  cession  now  to  be  executed, 
shall  not  be  eoaranteed  in  the  same  manner :  wherefore,  the  said  delegates  for 
the  state  of  New- York,  being-nninstrocted  on  this  subject  by  their  consiitoesti, 
think  it  their  duty  to  declare,  and  they  do  bj  this  present  instrument  declare, 
that  the  cession  of  territory  and  restnction  of  boundary  of  the  state  of  New- 
York,  now  to  be  made  bj  them  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  said  state,  shall  not 
lie  absolute;  but  on  the  contrary,  shall  be  subject  to  ratification  or  disavor 
al  by  the  people  of  th^  said  state,  represented  in  senate  andassemblj.it 
their  pleasure ;  unless  the  boundaries  resenred  for  the  future  jurisdiction  of 
the  said  state,  by  the  instrument  of  cession  now  to  be  executed  by  us,  shall  be 
guaranteed  by  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  the  terri 
torial  rights  of  the  other  states  shall  be  ruaranteed,  which  have  made  or  mij 
make  cessions  of  part  of  their  claims  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States; 
the  people  of  the  state  of  New-York,  on  their  part,  submitting  that  an j  par: 
of  their  limits,  which  are  or  may  be  claimed  by  anj  of  the IJnited  States, 
shall  be  determined  and  adjusted  in  the  mode  prescribed  for  that  purpose  In 
the  articles  of  confederation.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set 
our  hands  and  seals,  in  the  presence  of  Congress,  this  first  day  of  March,  n 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tnousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  of 
our  independence  the  Mth. 

JAMES  DUANB,  (L.  S.) 

WM.  FLOYD,  (I*  a) 

ALEXANDER  M«DOUGALL,     (L.  S.}" 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

CHARLES  THOMSON, 
CHARLES  MORSE» 
EBENEZER  SMITH. 

The  foregoing  being  executed,  the  delegates  aforesaid,  in  virtue  of  tfae 
powers  vested  in  them  by  the  act  of  their  legislature  above  recited,  proceed^ 
and  executed  in  due  form  in  behalf  of  their  state,  the  following  instrument,  vii. 

*•  To  all  who  shall  we  these  present!,  we,  James  Doane,  WilUam  Flojd  and  Alesiodtf  M* 
Dougall,  the  uiiderwitttea  delegates  for  the  state  of  New»York  in  the  hoolonble  Coo|n.-si  U*  v 
United  States  of  America,  aend  greeting  t 

«  Whiereas  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  ot  the  said  state  of  New-Yori^. 
passed  at  a  session  held  at  Albany,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoosiBd 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  facilitate  the  completioo  d 
the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  among  the  United  Stites 
of  America ;"  it  is  declared,  that  the  people  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
were  on  all  occasions  disposed  to  manifest  tneir  rejprd  for  their  sister  stitcs, 
and  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  general  interest  and  secoritj,  and 
more  especially  to  accelerate  the  federal  alliance,  by  removing,  as  far  as  it 
depended  upon  them,  the  impediment  to  its  final  accomplishment,  respecting 
the  waste  and  uncultivated  lands  within  the  limits  of  certain  states;  tiul>^ 
is  thereby  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  sud  ftate  of  New-York,  represen- 
ted in  senate  and  assembly,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  it  might 
and  should  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  delegates  of  the  said  state  in  the  boso- 
rable  Congress,  and  they  or  the  major,  part  of  them,  so  assembled,  tre  hert- 
by  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf  of  that  state,  snd  by 
proper  and  authentic  acts  or  instruments,  tolimit  and  restrict  the  boQtiAtnt» 
•f  the  said  state  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  expedient, 
either  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  rifpit  or  pre-emptKjB 
of  soil,  or  reserving  the  jurisdiction  in  part  or  in  tlie  whole,  over  the  laiw^ 
which  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  with  respect  only  to  the  right  of  p^V 
emption  of  the  soils  and  by  the  said  act  it  is  farther  enacted,  that  the  terri- 
tory which  rosy  be  ceded  or  relinquished  by  virtue  thereof,  either  with  rtf- 
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pect  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  soil,  or  the 
nsht  or  pre-emption  of  soil  only,  shall  be  and  enure  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  such  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  become  members  of  the  federal  alliance 
of  the  said  states,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever :  and  bj  the 
gaid  act  it  is  provided  and  enacted  that  the  trust  reposed  bj  virtue  thereof, 
shall  not  be  executed  by  the  delegates  of  the  said  state,  unless  at  least  three 
of  the  said  delegates  shall  be  present  in  Congress :  and  whereas,  by  letters 
patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  said  state  of  New-York,  bearing  date  the 
S9th  dav  of  October  last  past,  reciting  that  the  senate  and  assemby  had,  on 
the  12tn  day  of  September  then  last  past,  nominate^]  and  appointed  us,  the 
said  James  Duaoe,  William  Floyd  and  Alexander  M'Dougafi,  together  with 
John  Morin  Scott  and  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  delegates  to  represent  the  said 
state  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  therefore  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  nomination  and  appointment,  the  pHBople  of  the  said 
state  of  New-York,  did  thereby  commission  us,  the  said  James  Doane, 
William  Floyd  and  Alexander  M^Dougall,  and  the  said  John  Morin  Scott 
and  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  or  any  majority  wha  should,  from  time  to  time, 
attend  the  said  Congress ;  and  if  only  one  of  the  said  delegates  should  at 
any  time  be  present  in  the  «aid  Congress,  he  should  in  such  case,  be  autho- 
rized to  represent  the  said  state  in  the  said  Congress,  as  by  an  authentic  copy 
of  the  said  act,  and  an  exemplification  of  the  said  commission,  remaining 
amonff  the  archives  of  Congress,  fully  appears. 

**  Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we,  the  said  James  Duane,  William  Floyd 
and  Alexander  M*Dougali,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority,  and  in  tne 
execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us  as  aforesaid,  have  jud^cf  it  expedient 
to  limit  and  restrict,  and  we  do  by  these  presents,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
said  state  of  New-York,  limit  and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  the  said  state 
in  the  western  parts  thereof,  with  respect  to  the  iurisdiction,  as  well  as  the 
right  or  pre-emption  of  soil,  by  the  lines  and  in  the  form  following,  that  is  to 
say  :  a  line  from  the  north-east  corner  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  along 
the  north  bounds  thereof  to  its  north-west  corner  continued,  due  west  untu 
it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  meridian  line,  to  be  drawn  from  the  45th  decree 
of  north  latitude,  through  the  most  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  fake 
Ontario;  thence  by  the  said  meridian  line  to  the  45th  decree  of  north  lati- 
tude ;  and  thence  by  the  said  43th  degree  of  north  latitude :  but  if  on  ex- 
periment, the  above  described  meridian  line  shall  not  comprehend  20  miles 
due  west  from  the  most  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  the  river  or  strait  of 
Kiagaca,  then  we  do  by  these  presents,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  state  of  New- York,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  aforesaid, 
limit  and  restrict  the  boundaries  of  the  said  state  in  the  western  parts  thereof, 
with  respect  to  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  soil,  bj 
the  lines  and  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say ;  a  line  from  the  north- 
east comer  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  alon^  the  north  bounds  thereof, 
to  its  north-west  corner,  continued  due  west  until  it  shall  be  intersected  by 
a  meridian  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  through 
a  point  £0  miles  due  west  from  the  most  westerly  bent  or  inclination  of  the 
river  or  strait  Niagara;  thence  by  the  said  meridian  line  to  the  45th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  and  thence  by  the  said  45l\\  degree  of  north  latitude :  And 
we  do  by  these  presents,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
state  of  New-York,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  trust  committed  to  us 
by  the  said  act  and  commission,  cede,  transfer,  and  forever  relinquish  to, 
and  for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  states  as  are  or  shall  become 
{urties  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  jurisdic- 
tion and  claim,  of  the  said  state  of 'New-York,  tuall  lands  and  territories  to 
the  northward  and  westward  of  the  boundaries,  to  which  the  said  state  is  in 
manner  aforesaid  limited  and  restricted,  and  to  be  granted,  disposed  of,  and 
VoL-UL  74 
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appropriated  in  such  manner  only,  as  the  Congress  of  the  said  United  or 
Confederated  States  shall  order  and  direct. 

•^  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names,  and  affil- 
ed our  seals  in  Congress,  the  Ist  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1781, 
and  of  our  independence  the  5th. 

Signed  JAMES  DUANi;  (U  S.) 

WILLIAM  FLOYD,  (L.  S.) 

ALEXANDER  M«DOUGALL«         (L.  S.)'* 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

CHARLES  THOMSON, 
CHARLES  MORSE, 
EBENRZER  SMITH. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  hon.  John  Hanson  and  Daniel  Car- 
roll, two  of  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  pursuance  of  tke  act 
of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  entitled  **  An  act  to  empower  the  dele^tes  of 
this  state  in  Congress  to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  articles  of  confederation,^ 
which  i^as  read  in  Congress  on  the  12th  of  February  last,  and  a  copy  there* 
of  entered  on  the  minutes,  did,  in  behalf  of  the  said  state  of  Maryland,  siga 
jind  ratifjf  the  said  articles,  by  which  act  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States  of  America  was  completed,  each  and  every  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  from  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia,  both  included,  having  adopted  and 
confirmed,  and  by  their  delegates  in  Congress,  ratified  the  same,  aa  follows : 

To  all  to  whom  theie  preseoto  shall  ooroe,  we  the  andenigned  delegstet  of  the  ititn  affixed  to 

oar  luuaea,  send  pvetmg; 

Whereas  the  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, did,  on  the  t5th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1777,  and 
in  the  second  year  of  the  independence  of  America,  agree  to  certain  articles 
of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  states  of  New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bav,  KhtKJe  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecti- 
cut, New-York,  ^few-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Tirginia, 
f^orth-Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  the  words  following,  v'li. 


Aitioleft  of  confedenitioii  and  perpetual  aoioii  between  the  itatet  of  New-Hainpdure, 
letts-BajF,  Rhode-Island  and  mvidenee  Plantationg,  Connectieot,  New-Toi%,  Nev-Jerwy^ 
Pennsjlfania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virg;uiia,  Nortb-Carolioa,  SouUi-CaroUna,  and  Geoi^aL 

«8rtic/e  1.  The  stile  of  this  confederacy  shall  be  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Art*  2.  Each  state  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence, 
and  every  power,  jurisdiction  and  right,  which  is  not  by  this  confcderatioa 
expressly  cfelegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

drt.  S.  The  said  states  hereby  severally  enter  into  a  firm  league  of  friend- 
ship with  each  other  for  their  common  defence,  the  security  of  their  liber- 
ties, and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare  ;  binding  themselves  to  assist  each 
other  against  all  force  offered  to  or  attacks  made  upon  them  or  any  ot  them, 
on  account  of  religion,  sovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  nretence  whatever. 

drt.  4.  The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual  friendship  and  inter- 
course among  the  people  of  the  different  states  in  this  union,  the  free  inhabi- 
tants of  each  of  these  states,  (paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fu^tives  from  ioaitice 
excepted)  shall  be  entitled  tt^  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  free  citizeas 
in  the  several  stately ;  and  th^  people  of  each  state  shall  have  free  ingress  and 
regress  to  and  fromvanjolKer  state,  and  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privilf|es 
of  trade  and  commerce,  subject  to  the  same  duties,  impositions  and  restric- 
tions as  the  inhabitants  thereof  respectively,  provided  that  such  restrictions 
shall  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  removal  of  property  imported  into 
any  state  to  any  other  state,  of  which  the  owner  is  an  inhabitant ;  provided, 
also,  that  no  imposition,  duties  or  restriction,  shall  be  laid  by  any  sute  en 
the  property  of  the  United  Slates,  or  either  of  them. 
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If  anj  person  gailtj  of  or  charged  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  high  mia- 
demeanor  in  anj  state,  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  any  of  the 
United  States,  he  shall,  upon  demand  of  the  governor  or  executive  power  of 
the% state  from  which  he  ffed,  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to  the  state  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  of  his  offence. 

Kuli  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  of  these  states  to  the  records, 
acts  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  courts  and  magistrates  of  every  other 
state. 

Jirt.  5.  For  the  more  convenient  management  of  the  ^neral  interest  of 
the  United  States,  delegates  shall  be  annually  appointed  in  such  manner  «a 
the  lefl^islature  of  each  state  shall  direct,  to  meet  in  Congress  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  in  everv  year,  with  a  power  reserved  to  each  state  to 
recai  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  send 
others  in  their  stead  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

No  state  shall  be  represented  in  Congress  by  less  than  two,  nor  by  more 
than  seven  members  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  a  delegate  for 
raore  than  three  years,  in  any  term  of  six  years ;  nor  shall  any  person,  beinr 
a  delegate,  be  capable  of  homing  any  office  under  the  United  States,  for  whicn 
hc»>  or  any  other  for  his  benefit,  receives  any  salary,  fees  or  emolument  of 
any  kind. 

kach  state  shall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any  meeting  of  the  states, 
and  while  they  act  as  members  of  the  committee  of  the  states. 

In  determining  questions  in  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
each  state  shall  have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  Congress  shall  not  be  impeached  or 
questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Congress ;  and  the  members  oHDon- 
gress  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  from  arrests  and  imprisonments, 
during  the  time  of  their  going  to,  and  from,  and  attendance  on.  Congress, 
except  for  treason,  felony  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

Article  6.  No  state,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  send  any  em|)assy  to,  or  receive  any  embassy  from,  or  enter 
into  any  conference,  agreement,  alliance  or  treaty,  with  an^  king,  prince  or 
state  :  nor  shall  any  person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the 
United  States  or  any  of  them,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office  or 
title  of  any  kind  whatever  from  any  king,  prince  or  foreign  state,  nor  ^hall 
the  United  States  in  Congress*  assembled,  or  any  of  them,  grant  any  title 
of  nobility. 

No  two  or  more  states  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  confederation  or  alii- 
ance  whatever  between  them  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  specifying  accurately  the  purposes  for  which  the  same 
id  to  be  entered  into,  and  how  long  it  shall  continue. 

No  state  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  which  may  interfere  with  any 
stipulations  in  treaties  entered  into  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem* 
bled,  with  any  kin^,  prince  or  state,  in  pursuance  of  any  treaties  alreadj 
proposed  by  Congress  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

ISTo  vessels  of  war  shall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by  aajf  state,  except 
such  number  only  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  for  the  defence  of  such  state  or  its  trade ;  nor  shall 
anj  body  of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  state  in  time  of  peace,  except  such 
number  only,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem* 
bled,  shall  be  deemed  requisite  to  garrison  the  forts  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  such  state;  but  every  state  shall  always  keep  up  a  well  regulated  and 
disciplined  militia,  sutficiently  armed  and  accoutred,  and  shall  provide  and 
have  constantly  ready  for  use  in  public  stores,  a  due  number  of  field -pieces 
and  tents,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition  and  camp  equipage. 
No  state  shall  eneaee  in  any  war  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  unless  such  state  be  actually  invaded  by  enemies,  or 
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•hall  have  certain  advice  of  a  resolution  being  formed  by  some  nation  of  In- 
'dians  to  invade  such  state,  and  the  danger  is  so  imminent  as  not  to  tdmit 
of  a  delaj  till  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  can  beconsnlted; 
nor  shall  any  state  grant  commissions  to  any  sliips  or  ressels  of  war,  nor  let- 
ters of  marque  or  reprisal,  except  it  be  after  a  declaration  of  war  bj  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  then  only  against  the  kingdom  or 
state  and  the  subjects  thereof,  against  which  war  has  been  so  declared,  and 
under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the  United  States  in  Cod» 
gress  assembled,  unless  such  state  be  infested  by  pirates,  in  which  case  res- 
aels  of  war  may  be  fitted  out  for  that  occasion,  and  kept  so  long  as  the  dui- 

Ser  shall  continue,  or  until  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
etermine  otherwise. 

Article  r.  When  land-forces  are  raised  by  any  state  for  the  common  de- 
fence, all  officers  of  or  under  the  rank  of  colonel  shall  be  appointed  b^  the 
legislature  of  each  state  respectively,  by  whom  such  forces  shall  be  raised 
or  in  such  manner  as  such  state  shall  direct;  and  all  vacancies  shall  be 
filled  up  by  the  state  which  first  made  the  appointment. 

Article  8.  Ail  charges  of  war  and  all  other  expenses  that  shall  be  incir- 
red  for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  Unite<l 
,  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasor?, 
which  shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  states  in  proportion  tp  the  value  of  ait 
land  within  each  state  granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  as  sach  land 
and  the  buildings  and  improvements  thereon  shall  be  estimated  accordiogto 
Auch  mdde  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  direct  and  appoint. 

The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  bj  the  as- 
thority  and  Erection  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  within  the  time 
agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Article  9.  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  the  lole 
and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and  war,*extept  ip 
the  cases  mentioned  in  the  6th  article;  of  sending  and  receiving asbaitia' 
dors;  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances,  provided  that  no  treaty  of  con- 
merce  shall  be  made,  whereby  the  legislative  power  of  the  respective  statei 
shall  be  restrained  from  imposing  such  imposts  and  duties  on  foreigners  as 
their  own  people  are  subjected  to,  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or  in- 
portation  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsover;  of  establishing 
niles  for  deciding  in  all  cases,  what  captures  on  land  or  water  shall  be  legal, 
and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated;  of  granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace ;  appointing  courts  far  the  trial  of  piracies  ud 
felonies  committed  on  the  hieh  seas,  and  establishing  courts  for  receiviog 
and  determining  finally  appeals  in  all  cases  of  captures ;  provided  that  fio 
member  of  Congress  sfiall  be  appointed  judee  of  any  of  the  said  coorts. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  also  be  the  last  resort  oo 
appeal  in  all  disputes  and  differences  now  subsisting  or  that  hereafter  maj 
arise  between  two  or  more  states  concerning  boundary,  jurisdictioD,  or  aoj 
other  cause  whatever ;  which  authority  shallalways  be  exercised  in  the  man- 
ner following :  whenever  the  legislative  or  executive  authority  or  lawful ageot 
of  any  state  m  controversy  with  another,  shall  present  a  petition  to  Cooeress, 
stating  the  matter  in  question  and  praying  for  a  hearing,  notice  thereof  shall 
be  given  by  order  of  Congress  to  the  legislative  or  executive  autboritj  of  the 
other  state  in  controversy,  and  a  day  assigned  for  the  appearance  of  the  par- 
ties by  their  lawful  agents,  who  shall  then  be  directed  to  appoint  brj^^^ 
consent,  commissioners  or  judges  to  constitute  a  court  for  hearing  and  deter- 
mining the  matter  in  question  ;  but  if  they  cannot  agree,  Con&ress  shall  nti^ 
three  persona  out  of  each  of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  list  of  &och  per- 
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sons  each  party  shall  alteroatelj  strike  out  one,  the  jpetitioners  beginningj 
until  the  number  shall  be  reduced  to  thirteen  ;  and  from  that  number  not 
less  than  seven  nor  more  than  nine  names,  as  Congress  shall  direct,  shalt 
in  the  presence  of  Congress,  be  drawn  out  by  lot ;  and  the  persons  whose 
names  shall  be  so  drawn,  or  any  five  of  them,  shall  be  commissioners  or  judges 
to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  controversy,  so  always  as  a  major  part  of 
the  judges  who  shall  hear  the  cause,  shall  agree  in  the  determination  :  and  if 
either  part^  sliall  neglect  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  without  showing 
reasons  which  Congress  shall  judge  sufficient,  or  being  present  shall  refuse  to 
strike,  the  Congress  shall  proceed  to  nominate  three  uersons  out  of  each 
state,  and  the  secretary  of  Congress  shall  strike  in  behalf  of  such  party  absent 
or  refusing;  and  the  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  court  to  be  appointed  in 
the  manner  before  prescribed,  shall  be  final  and  c<)nclusive ;  anu  if  any  of 
the  parties  shall  refuse  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  such  court,  or  to  appear 
or  defend  their  claim  or  cause,  the  court  shall  nevertheless  proceed  to  pro- 
nounce sentence  or  judgment,  which  shall  in  like  manner  be  final  and  deci- 
sive, the  judgment  or  sentence  and  other  proceedings  being  in  either  case 
transmitted  to  Congress,  and  lodged  amons  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  parties  concerned  :  provided,  (hat  every  commissioner  before 
he  sits  in  judgment  shall  take  an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court  of  the  state  where  the  cause  shall  be 
tri^,  '<  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  question,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  without  favour,  affection  or  hope  of  re- 
ward *P  provided  also,  that  no  state  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States. 

All  controversies  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil,  claimed  under  dif- 
ferent grants  of  two  or  more  states,  whose  junsdictions  as  they  may  respect 
such  lands  and  the  states  which  passed  such  grants  are  adjusted,  the  said 
grants  or  either  of  them  beiog  at  the  same  time  claimed  |o  have  orieinated 
antecedent  to  such  settlement  of  jurisdiction,  shall,  on  the  petition  of  either 
party  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  finally  determined,  as  ifear  as 
may  be,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  before  prescribed  for  deciding  disputes 
rejecting  territorial  jurisdiction  between  difTerent  states. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  also  have  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive right  and  power  of  regulating  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin  struck  by 
their  own  authority,  or  by  that  of  the  respective  states;  fixing  the  standard 
of  weights  and  measures  tiiroughout  the  United  States ;  regulating  the  trade 
and  managing  all  afiairs  with  the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the  states ; 
prfivided  that  the  legislative  right  of  any  state  within  its  own  limits  be  not 
infringed  or  violated ;  establishing  or  regulating  post-offices  from  one  state 
to  another  throughout  all  the  United  States,  and  exacting  such  postage  on 
the  papers  passing  through  the  sanie  as  may  be  requisite  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  said  office  ;  apptnnting  all  officers  of  the  land  forces  in  th< 
service  of  the  United  States,  excepting  regimental  officers ;  appointing  all 
the  officers  of  the  naval  forces,  and  commissioning  all  officers  whatever  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;  making  rules  for  the  government  and  re- 
gulation of  the  said  land  and  naval  forces  and  directing  their  operations. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  be  denominated  ^^  a  committee 
of  the  states,"  and  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from  each  state,  and  to  ap- 
point such  other  committees  and  civil  officers  as  may  be  necessary  for  ma- 
naging the  general  affiiirs  of  the  United  States,  under  their  direction  ;  to 
appoint  one  of  theu*  number  to  preside,  provided  that  no  person  be  allowed 
to  serve  in  the  office  of  president  more  than  one  year  in  any  term  of  three 
years  ;  to  ascertain  the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the  same  for  defray- 
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ing  the  public  expenses ;  to  borrow  money  or  emit  bills  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  every  half  jear  to  the  respective  states  as  u* 
count  of  the  sums  of  monej  so  'borrowed  or  emitted  ;  to  build  and  equip i 
navj ;  to  agree  upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  reouiaitiooi 
from  each  state  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inoabitaoU 
in  such  state,  which  reouisition  shall  be  binding,  and  thereupon  the  legisla- 
ture of  each  state  shall  appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raise  the  men,  ind 
clothe,  arm,  and  eauip  them  in  a  soldier-like  manner,  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  officers  and  men  so  clothed,  armed  and  equipped, shall 
march  to  the  place  appointed,  and  within  the  time  agreed  on  bj  tJie  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  :  Rut,  if  the  United  States  in  Congress  assen* 
bled,  shall,  on  consideration  of  circumstances,  judge  proper  that  anj  state 
should  not  raise  men  or  should  raise  a  smaller  number  than  itsquota^  and 
that  any  other  state  should  raise  a  greater  number  of  men  than  the  quota  d)e^^ 
of,  such  extra  number  shall  be  raised,  officered,  clotlie'd,  armed,  and  equipped 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  quota  of  such  state,  unless  the  legislature  of  socli 
state  shall  jugde  that  such  extra  number  cannot  be  safely  spared  out  of  the 
same :  in  which  case  they  shall  raise,  officer,  clothe,  arm  ana  eauip  as  maoj 
of  such  extra  number  as  they  judge  can  be  safely  spared.  And  the  officen 
and  men  so  clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  shall  march  to  the  place  appointed 
and  within  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembed. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  never  engage  in  a  vnr 
Dor  ^rant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace,  nor  enter  into  anj 
treaties  or  alliances,  nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate  the  value  thereof,  nor  as- 
certain the  sums  and  expenses  necessary  for  the  defence  and  welfare  of  tie 
United  States  or  any  of  them ;  nor  emit  biUs,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon  the  namber  of 
vessels  of  war  to  be  built  or  purchased,  or  the  number  of^iand  or  sea  forces 
to  be  raised,  nor  appoint  a  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  or  navy,  laiesi 
nine  states  assen(  to  the  same  ;  nor  shall  a  question  on  any  other  point,  ei- 
cept  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  be.determined  unless  by  the  votes  oft 
majority  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  anj 
time  within  the  year  and  to  any  place  within  the  United  States,  so  that  o« 
period  of  adjournment  be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the  space  of  six  months, 
and  shall  publish  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  monthly,  except  such  parts 
thereof  relating  to  treaties,  alliances  or  military  operations,  as  in  their 
judgment  require  secrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  ot  the  delentes  of  eacb 
state  on  any  question  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal,  when  it  is  desired  br 
any  delegate  ;  and  the  delegates  of  a  state,  or  any  of  them,  at  his  or  their 
request,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  transcript  of  the  said  journal,  except  sacii 
parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states. 

Article  10.  The  committee  of  the  states,  or  any  nine  of  them,  sKallte 
authorized  to^  execute,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  such  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  by  the  consent  of  nine 
states,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  tliink  expedient  to  vest  them  with;  pi^ 
vifled  that  no  power  be  delegated  to  the  said  committee,  for  the  exercise  <n 
which,  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  voice  of  nine  states  io  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  assembled  is  requisite. 

Article  11.  Canada  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and  joining  in  the 
measures  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  into  and  entitled  to  ail  the 
advantages  of  this  union :  but  no  other  colony  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
same  unless  such  admission  be  agreed  to  by  nine  states. 

Article  12.  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  borrowed,  and  debts  con- 
tracted by  or  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  before  the  assembling  of  oj 
United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  present  confederation,  shall  be  deemfd 
and  considered  as  a  charge  against  tne  United  States,  for  paymentttdsati^ 
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jfaction  whereof  the  said  United  States  and  tlie  public  faith  are  hereby 
solemoly  pledsed. 

Article  13.  Every  state  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  (questions  which  by  this  confedera- 
tion is  submitted  to  them.  And  the  articles  of  this  confederation  shall  be 
inviolably  observed  by  every  state,  and  the  onion  shall  be  perpetual ;  nor 
shall  any  alteration  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made  in  any  of  them;  unless 
such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  be  af- 
terwards confirmed  by  the  legislatures  of  every  state." 

And  whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Great  Governor  of  the  world  to  incline 
the  hearts  of  the  leeislatores,  we  respectively  represent  in  Conffress»  to  ap- 
prove of,  and  to  authorize  us  to  ratify  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union :  Know  ye,  that  we,  the  undersigned  delegates,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  and  authority,  to  us  given  fur  that  purpose,  do  by  these  presents, 
in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  our  respective  constituents,  fully  and  entirely 
ratify  and  confirm,  each  and  every  of  the  said  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union,  and  all  and  singular  the  matters  and  things  therein  con- 
tained: and  we  do  further  solemnly  plight,  and  ensage  the  faith  of  our 
respective  constituents,  that  they  shall  abide  by  the  determinations  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  all  questions,  which  by  the  said 
confederation  are  submitted  to  them.  And  that  the  articles  thereof,  shall 
be  inviolably  observed  by  the  states  we  respectively  represent,  and  that  the 
vnion  shall  be  perpetual.  In  witness  whereof,  wo  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  in  Congress. 

Bone  At  Phibulelphia,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvama,  the  9th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1778,  and  in  the  3d  year  of  the  Independence  of  America. 

John  Wentworth,  wn. 
Auguit8th,1778k 

Francis  Dana, 
James  LovcU, 
Samuel  Holten, 


Jooah  Baraett, 


John  Hancock, 
Samuel  Adms^ 
Elbtidge  Geiry, 

WiBam  EUeiy, 
Nemy  Marchant^ 

Roger  Sherman, 
Samuel  Himtingtoa, 
Oliver  Wolcott, 

James  Duane, 
Francis  Lewis, 

John  Witherspoon, 

Robert  Morris, 
Baniel  Bobeidean, 
Jao.  Bayaid  Smitl^ 


John  Collins^ 


Titus  Hosmer, 
Andrew  Adama^ 

tl'iQiam  Buer, 
Gouvemeur  MoRis, 

Nathaniel  Scudder, 

'WnBam  Cfingan, 
Joseph  Reed, 
22d  July,  1778| 

Th.  M«Rean,  Feb.  12, 1779,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
J.  Diokinson,  May  5, 1779, 


John  Hanson, 
March  Ist,  1781, 

Richard  Henry  Lee, 
John  Banister, 
Thomas  Adams, 

John  Penn, 
July  21st,  1778, 

Heniy  Laurens, 
WilUam  Henty  Drayton, 
Jonathan  Matthews^ 

Jphn  Wahon, 
24«h  Ju^,  177% 


Daniel  Cairoll, 
March  1st,  1781, 

John  Harvie, 

Francis  lightfoot  Lee, 

Cornelius  Harnett, 
Jonathan  Williams^ 

Richard  Hutson, 
Thomas  Hejrwud,  jun. 

Edward  TeVadr^ 
Edward  I«ivwoi)thy, 


)  On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
5      state  of  New-Hampshire. 

On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  m  Massachusetts-Bay. 

On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  of  Rbode-Iabmd  and  Pro 
vidence  Plantations. 

'On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut 

• 

On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  oflNew-York. 

On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  of  New-Jersey,  Novem- 
ber 26th,  1778. 

On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania. 

">  On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
5  state  ot  Delaware. 

7  On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
\  state  of  Maiyhuid. 

On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
state  of  Virginia. 

7  On  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
5       state  of  North-Csrolina. 


On  the  part  and  behalf  of  tlie 
state  of  South-Carolina. 


] 


\Oa  the  part  andbelialfofthe 
i  state  of  Georgia, 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED,  Martk  2,  1781. 

The  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  bring  jesterdaj  com- 
pleted by  the  accession  of  the  state  of  Maryland  : 
The  United  States  met  in  Congress,  when  the  following  members  appeared ; 
His  excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  delegate  for  Connecticut,  president. 


l<^..Uanipshire,      Mr.  John  Sullivan, 
MiMachusettB,      Bfr.  Samuel  Adams, 

James  LoveU, 
Artemas  Ward, 
B.-Island  &Pr.  PI.  Mr.  James  M.  Vanium, 


Connecticut, 
New-Tork, 
New-Jersey. 
Pennsylvania, 


pelaware, 


Mr.  Jesse  Root, 
Otiver  Wolcott, 

Mr.  James  Duane,  . 
William  Floyd, 

Mr.  John  Witherspoon, 
Abraham  Clare, 

Mr.  Samuel  J.  Atlee, 
Henry  Wynkoop, 
Thomas  Smith, 

Mr.  Thomas  Rodney, 
lliomas  M'Kean, 


Maryland, 
Viigtnia, 

North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  John  Hanaon, 
CaiToQ, 

Ifr.  Joseph  Jone^ 
James  Madison, 
Theodorick  Blaod, 
Meriwether  Smith, 

Mr.  Thomas  Burke, 
William  Shaipe, 
Samuel  JohnaoD, 

Mr.  John  Matthew^ 
Thomas  Bee, 
Isaac  Motte^ 

Mr.  George  Wahon, 
William  Few, 
Richard  Howly, 


CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seentar^. 
Orieredt  That  Mr.  Yarnum  have  leave  of  absence. 

SATURDAY,  March  3,  1781. 

Mr.  Clymer,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  attended)  umI 
took  his  seat. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  26th  of  Februarj,  fron 
the  board  of  war,  respecting  the  removal  of  the  convention  prisoners,  vas 
taken  into  consideration ;  and  thereupon^ 

Ordered,  That  the  convention  prisoners,  as  well  in  the  state  of  MuT'in' 
as  Yirginia,  be  removed ;  the  British  to  Yorktown,  and  the  Germiof  ta 
Lancaster,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  or  such  other  place  or  fJKtf 
within  the  said  state  as  the  execative  thereof  shall  direct :  and  that  it  be* 
and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  YifgiDi&,t» 
superintend  the  removal,  safe  keeping  and  supply  of  the  Germans  to  N(h 
land's  Ferry,  on  Potomac  river ;  from  which  place  it  is  recommeaded  to 
the  executive  of  the  state  of  Maryland  to  superintend  their  removal,  Mb 
keeping  and  supply  to  the  borders  of  that  stated  and  to  continue  their  gsani 
to  Lancaster,  tne  state  of  Pennsylvania  iurnishing  the  necessary  sapplieii 
that  it  be,  and  it  is  also  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  provide 
a  guard,  and  furnish  the  supplies  tor  the  convention  prisoners  to  be  renoTed 
from  Fredericktown  to  Yorktown,  the  guard  to  continue  on  to  Yorktowo, 
but  the  supplies,  after  entering  Pennsylvania,  to  be  furnished  by  that  stste: 
that  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Pennsvlvania,  be,  and  hereby  is  requested 
to  order  the  »<upplies  agreeably  to  the  above  resolutions,  and  make  the  oe 
cessary  preparations  for  the  reception  of  prisoners  at  tiie  towns  or  pUces 
assigned  as  aforesaid ;  and  upon  their  arrival  at  those  places  respeedTeiji 
the  hoard  of  war  take  order  for  their  future  security  and  supply* 

The  report  oi  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  Pebiuaiy  froa 
Dr.  W.  Burnet,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  James  Craik,  chief  hospital  physician  and  surgeon,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed  chief  physician  and  sui^geon  of  the  armj,  to  toe 
room  of  Or.  J.  Cochran,  elected  director  of  the  hospital ;  and  that  MondiJ 
next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  chief  hospital  physician  and  surgeon,  in  the 
room  of  Dr .  U  raik,  removed  to  the  army. 

MONDAY,  March  5, 1781. 
A  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  a  letter  from  N.  Barber^  conmitf*?®^ 
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militarj  stores  at  Boston,  was  read,  representing  his  desire  to  resign  $ 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  lliat  the  resignation  of  Nathaniel  Bartier,  commissary  of  mili- 
tary stores  at  Boston,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  be  accepted : 

'Fhat  Nathaniel  Barber  be  entitled  to  receive  a  similar  allowance  for  past 
services,  with  other  officers  of  the  like  station  in  the  department  of  military 
stores : 

That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  to  advance  to  Nathaniel  Barber  on  account,  202  dollarsi  in 
bills  of  the  new  emission,  being  three  mouths'  pay,  and  charge  the  same  to 
the  United  States  of  America. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  oF 
a  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  hospitals,  in  Uie  room  of  Dr.  Craik, 
removea  to  the  army  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken.  Dr.  William  Burnet  was 
elected,  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Witherspoon. 

TUESDAY,  Marehe,  1781. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  9th  of  February  last,  the  board  of  treasu- 
py  laid  before  Congress  ^'  a  state  of  the  arrearages  of  the  public  taxes  pre- 
vious to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  March,  1780,  and  the  quotas  of  the  respec- 
tive states  in  consequence  of  that  resolution ;"  t(^ether  with  a  report  res- 
pecting the  same : 

Or£red,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Root, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  report  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  the  commissioners  of  the  loan-offices  in  the  several  states 
who  have  neglected  to  make  proper  returns  to  the  board  of  treasury,  agree- 
ably to  orders  given  them  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  for  tne  state  of  Delaware, 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Patterson,  and  John  Thompson,  esqrs.  be  sp« 
pointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  Amenca,  either 
of  them  to  endorse  the  bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  state  of  Delaware, 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March,  |780. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Ordered,  That  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  in  every  week  be  as- 
signed for  the  subject  of  finance,  until  the  United  States  in  Confess  assem- 
bled, shall  have  come  to  a  (inal  decision  on  that  subject ;  and  that  on  those 
days  the  business  be  entered  on  immediately  after  reading  the  journal. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jlftirdk  7, 1781. 

Whereas  the  board  of  war  have  represented,  **  that  it  hath  been  too  much 
a  practice  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  to  send  their  officers  to 
this  place  on  commands  that  are  out  of  the  line  of  their  duty,  which  is  not 
only  expensive  to  the  public  and  the  officers,  but  appears  to  the  board  altQ- 
gether  unnecessary  :'* 

*  Resolved,  That  the  board  be  informed  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  highly  disapprove,  such  practice ;  and  that  the  board  take  mea- 
sures not  only  to  discourage  it  in  future,  but  that  all  such  officers  join  their 
respective  corps  immediately. 

A  letter,  of  the  6th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  enclosingja  letter  of 
20th  May,  1780,  from  Messhi.  Pcnet,  &  Co.  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
contract  entered  into  with  them  fur  the  manufacturing  of  arms,  is  entirely  at 
an  end,  from  a  failure  on  their  part. 

FRIDAY,  March  9,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Vamum,  and 
Vol.  III.  75 
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Mr.  Bee,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  from  major-general  Greene, 
and  brigadier-eeneral  Morij^an,  the  fdlfowing  resolutions  were  pas&ed: 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  considering  it  as  a  tribute  due  to 
distinguished  merit  tojgive  a  public  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  brig»dier-gen. 
Bloi*gan«and  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  on  the  17th  dajoC 
January  last ;  when  with  80  cavalrj«  and  2Sr  infantrj  ol  «the  troops  of  the 
United  States,  and  553  militia  from  the  states  of  Virginia,  North-Carolioi, 
South -Carolina,  and  Georgia,  he  obtained  a  complete  and  important  victor? 
over  a  select  and  well  appointed  detachment  of  more  than  1 100  Bntiak 
troops,  commanded4>j  lieut.  col.  Tarleton  ;  do  therefore  resoWe, 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  given  to 
bri^adier-eeneral  Morgan,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  bis  command,  for 
their  fortitude  and  good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  action  at  the  Cowpens, 
in  the  state  of  South -Carolina,  on  the  irth  of  January  last: 

That  a  medal  of  gold  be  presented  to  brigadier-general  Morgan,  and  ime* 
dal  of  silver  to  lieutenant-colonel  Washington,  of  the  cavalry,  and  oneofsiiTer 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Howard,  ot  the  inrantry  of  the  United  States ;  sever- 
ally with  emblems  and  moctos  descriptive  oi  the  conduct  of  those  officeti 
respectively  on  that  memorable  day : 

That  a  sword  be  presented  to  col.  Pickens,  of  the  militiat  in  testimonjof 
his  spirited  conduct  in  the  action  before  mentioned  : 

That  major  Edward  Giles,  aid-de-camp  of  brigadier-eeneral  Morgan, hiTe 
the  brevet  commission  of  major;  and  that  baron  de  Gla^ieech,  who  sened 
with  bri^dier-general  Morgan  as  a  volunteer,  have  the  brevet  commiMios 
of  captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;  in  consideration  of  their  merit 
and  services. 

Ordered^  That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  southern  department,  con* 
municate  these  resolutions  in  general  orders. 

SATURDAY,  March  10,  1781. 

On  raotbn  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  b^  Mr.  Matihews, 
Besolved,  That  for  the  more  convenient  support  of  the  household  of  the 
president  of  Congress,  the  steward  lay  before  the  board  of  treasury,  or  la- 
perintendent  of  finance,  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  said  househuld 
once  every  quarter,  which  being  approved  by  the  treasury  or  superiotendeot 
of  finance,  a  warrant  shall  issue,  by  authorfty  of  the  said  board,  or  auperio- 
tendent,on  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or  anyone  of  the  commissioo- 
ers  of  the  continental  loan-offices,  for  the  amount,  payable  to  the  stewird  of 
the  president's  household,  for  which  advances  the  saia  steward  shall  accooDt 
quarterly ;  and  the  auditor-general  shall  half-yearly  lay  before  Coogretf 
an  account  of  the  expenditures  of  the  said  household. 

MONDAY.  March  12,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  John  Nicholson,  a  clerk  in  the  chamber  ofoc- 
counts,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign  his  office,  as  he  is  appointed  one 
of  the  auditors  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  the  Pennsylvania  iioe: 

Ordered^  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

THURSDAY,  March  15,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  8th,  from  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  was  read,encIo«ipg 
an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  vesting  in  Congress,  for  i  'i- 
roited  time,  a  power  to  levy  and  collect  duties  and  imposts  within  that  oute. 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  February : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  member^ 
Mr,  #Volcott«  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Adams. 


JOURNALR  OF  CONGRESS,  irsi. 


595 


sac 


FRIDAY,  March  16,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered^  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  George  Jacob,  of  the  6th  Ma- 
ryland regiment,  be  accepted. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  26th  February,  from 
the  governor  of  Connecticut,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  governor  Trumbull  be  informed,  that  although  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  would  be  happy,  on  all  occasions,  to  comply 
with  requests  of  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  they  cannot  agree 
to  the  invalids  of  that  state  being  stationed  therein,  consistent  with  the  ge- 
neral benefit  of  the  United  Stales. 

On  motion,  the  house  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and, 
after  some  time,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Matthews  report- 
ed, that  the  committee  have  considered  farther  the  reports  on  finance  and 
other  matters  referred  to  them,  a^d  have  come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereon^ 
which  he  was  ordered  to  report.     ' 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was  read,  and  the  same  being 
debated,  it  was  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  all  aebts  now  due  from  the  United  States,  which  have 
been  liquidated  in  specie  value,  and  all  debts  which  have  been  or  shall  be 
made  |Miyable  in  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent,  shall  be  actually  paid^ 
either  in  specie  or  other  money  equal  thereto,  according  to  the  current  ex- 
change between  such  money  and  specie. 

Thatit  beand  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  amend  their 
laws  making  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  under  the  authority  of  Congress  a  le- 
gal tender,  so  that  such  bills  shall  not  be  a  tender  in  any  other  manner  than 
at  their  current  value  compared  with  gold  and  silver. 

On  passing  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Clarki 


ay).* 
ayl 
ay  J.  ay 
ay3 

ayUy 

»yj 

ay5 

ay  [.ay 
ay3 


Delaware, 
Miarylatid, 

Firgtma, 


N-CaroUna, 


S.  Carolina^ 


Georgia, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Bland, 

M.Smith, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Matthew^ 

Bee, 

Motte, 
Mr.  Few, 


y.'£!dnuMre,  Mr.  Sullivan, 
MoBsaehiitetU,  Mr.  Adanu, 

Lovell, 

Ward, 
Cormeeiieui,     Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 

Wolcott, 
A>v  T»rk;       Mr.  Duane, 

Floyd, 
MwJtney,      Mr.  Clark, 

Burnett, 
Feniwylioania,  Mr.  Clymer, 

Wynkoop, 

T.  Smith, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  states  be  immediately  called  upon  to  furnish  for  the 

Sublio  expenses  and  for  carrying  on  the  war,  their  proportion  of  1,500,000 
ollars  quarterly,  the  first  quarterly  payment  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of 
June  next. 

That  in  discharge  of  this  requisition,  as  well  as  those  made  by  Congress 
on  the  26th  August,  the. 4th  November,  and  the  I5th  day  of  January  las^  the 
bills  of  credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  orConjj:ress  of  the  18th  March^ 
1780,  by  what  state  soever  emitted,  shall  be  received  at  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  as  equal  to  and  in  lieu  of  the  like  sum  of  specie  $  and  that  in- 
terest be  computed  thereon  in  favor  of  the  states  from  whom  such  bills  shall 
be  received,  to  the  time  assigned  for  discharging  the  several  requisitions  re- 
spectively : 

That  the  respective  states  make  exact  returns  to  the  board  of  war  by  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  of  all  articles  by  them  supplied,  agreeably  to  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  25  th  February,  1780  : 


«fsO 
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TKat  the  United  States  in  CoBgress  assembled  will  then  call  apon  the  dc* 
ficient  states  for  the  full  amount  <?  their  deficiencies,  in  value,  to  be  paidialo 
thetreasuiy  of  the  United  States  bj  tlie  Ist  day  of  September,  1781.. 
'  ihdered.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  a  member  from  each  state,  be 
appointed  to  apportion  the  quota  of  the  aboTe-mentioned  sum  of  1,500,0<K) 
dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly  bj  the  states  :  the  members,  Mr.  Sullivin,  Mr. 
Lovell,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Plojd,  Mr.  Burnett,  Mr.  Cljmer,  Mr. 
M'Kean,  Mr.  Hanson,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Bee,  Mr.  Few. 

MONDAY,  Mmh  19, 1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier  A.  Wqyne,  was  read ;  Wherevpon, 

Xesolvtdt  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  supreme  execvtire 
council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  forward  the  march  of  their  line  in 
detachments,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  join  the  southern  army. 

The  report  of  the  medical  committee  on  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John  Bart- 
lett,  late  physician  and  surgeon -general  of  the  army  in  the  northern  depait- 
ment,  was  taken  into  confiideratioa  ;  and  it  appearing, 

Thjit  Dr.  J.  Bartlett,  at  his  own  request,  ana  with  the  consent  of  the  com* 
manding  ofiicer  of  the  department,  and  the  deputy  director  and  other  olE* 
cers  thereunto  belonging,  left  the  service  to  which  he  was  appointed,  in » 
manner  which  clearly  indicated  his  intention  of  relinquishing  his  office ;  and 
having  received  pay  for  all  the  time  he  spent  with  the  army,  and  sii  nonths 
while  ne  was  at  nonie,he  cannot  be  entitled  to  any  farther  pay  or  allowance. 

On  the  report  of  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  captain  Bentalou  be  considered  as  retiring  from  nemce 
under  the  resolutions  of  the  3d*itnd  21st  October,  1780,  and  entitled  to  it 
emoluments  arising  therefrom. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M*Dougall»  Mr.  Atlee,Mr. 
Sullivan,  to  whom  were  referred  the  report  of  tlie  board  of  treasufy, »(' « 
memorial  of  John  Patton  and  others,  iron  masters,  was  taken  up ;  ud  it 
being  therein  recommended. 

That  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  titi- 
sury,  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  the  cooftof 
Versailles,  at  six  months  sights  for  55,S3S|  dollars,  at  4s.  6dL  the  dollar.  t« 
be  paid  to  the  board  of  war,  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  contra^  for  shot 
ana  shells. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj 
Mr.  Burke, 


N.'BanwBkire,  Mr.  Sullivan, 
MattackueUBp  Mr.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Ward, 
Cvmuetieut,     Mr.  Huntii^on, 

Root, 

Wolcott, 
NeuyTork,        Mr.  Duane, 

Floyd, 
Femuykmttth  Mr.  Montgomeiy,    ay 

Clvmer, 

T.*  Smith, 


ay^ay 


ayi 
ayVay 

novno 
ay3 

ay) 
ay  J.  ay 


N.'CanUnOt 

8.'Carofina, 
Gtorgiof 


Mr.  If  aiMon, 
CairoU, 

Mr.  Jone% 
Bland, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpc, 
Jobn&on, 

Mr.  Matthewi^ 
Motte, 

Mr.  Wateon, 
Howly, 


TUESDAY,  Mardi  20,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Mioi- 
son,  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  these  states,  to  set  apvt* 
day  of^humiHation  ana  prayer : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  agreed  to  the  following  f^' 
clamation:  . 

At  all  times  it  is  our  duty  to  acknowledge  the  over-ruling  Providence  w 
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the  Great  Goveraor  of  the  vniverse,  and  devoutly  to  implore  his  divine  fa* 
vour  and  protection.  Bat  in  the  hour  of  calamity  ftnd  impending  danger, 
when  bj  nre  and  the  aword,  bj  the  savages  of  the  wilderness,  and  bj  our 
own  duniestica,  a  vindictive  enemj  pursues  a  war  of  rapine  and  devastation, 
with  unrelenting  furj,  we  are  peculiarly  excited,  with  true  penitence  of 
heart,  to  prostrate  ourselves  before  our  great  Creator,  and  fervently  to  sup^ 
plicate  his  gracious  interposition  for  our  deliverence. 

The  United  Statea  in  Congress  assembled,  therefore  do  earnestly  recom- 
mend, that  Thursday  the  third  of  May  next,  may  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer,  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts,  confess  and 
bewail  our  manifold  sins  and  transgressions,  and  by  sincere  repentance  and 
amendment  of  life,  appease  his  righteous  displeasure,  and  through  the  merits 
of  our  blessed'^aviour,  obtain  pardon  and  foi^veness:  that  it  please  him  to 
inspire  our  rulers  with  incorruptible  integrity,  and  to  direct  and  prosper 
their  councils :  to  inspire  all  our  citizens  with  a  fervent  and  disinterested 
love  af  their  countrj,  and  to  preserve  and  stren|;then  their  union :  to  turn 
the  hearts  of  the  disaffected,  or  to  frustrate  their  devices  :  to  regard  with 
divine  conpassion  our  friends  in  captivity,  affliction  and  distress,  to  comfort 
and  relieve  them  under  their  sufferings,  and  to. change  their  mourning  into 
g;rateful  songs  of  triumph :  that  it  may  please  htm  to  bless  our  ally,  and  to 
render  the  connexion  formed  between  these  United  States  and  his  kingdoms 
a  nntml  and  lasting  benefit  to  both  nations :  to  animate  our  officers  and 
forces  by  sea  and  land  with  invincible  fortitude,  and  to  guard  and  protect 
them  inthe  day  of  battle,  and  to  crown  our  joint  endeavours  tor  terminating 
ike  calamities  of  war  with  victory  and  success :  that  the  blessings  of  liberty 
and  peace  may  be  established  on  an  honourable  and  permanent  basis,  and 
transmitted  inviolate  to  the  latest  posterity :  that  it  may  please  him  to  pros- 
per our  husbandry  and  commerce,  and  bless  us  with  healtn  and  plenty :  that 
it  may  please  him  ]to  bless  all  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  to 
grant  that  truth,  justice  and  benevolence,  and  pure  and  UDdefileureligiott, 
may  universally  prevail. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  all  thfi  people  of  these  states,  to  assemble  for 
public  worship,  and  abstain  from  labour  on  the  said  day. 

Tliere  beingno  entry  made  on.the  journal  after  the  yeas  and  nays  taken 
Yesterday,  to  shew  in  what  manner  the  question  was  decided ;  it  being  al- 
leged that  the  report  upon  which  the  question  was  taken,  involved  a  point 
for  the  determination  of  which  the  assent  of  nine  states  was  necessary ;  it 
was  moved  that  immediately  after  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  yesterday,  be 
entered  the  following  words,  *'  so  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Burke, 


no 


MaryUmdf 
N.'CmoUna, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Hanson, 

no 

CaiToll, 

no 

Mr.  Bland, 

no 

M.  Smith, 

no 

Mr.  Biu'kc, 

no 

Sharpe, 
Mr.  MatthewB, 

ay 

no 

Motte, 

no 

Mr.  Walton, 

fcy 

Few, 

no 

Uowly, 

no 

>no 

>  no 
|div. 
i  no 


MoMaachuHtU^  Mr.  Adams, 

Lovell, 

Ward, 
Mhade-Idandf    Mr.  Vamum, 
Coimecft'cifl,      Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 

Wolcott, 
^em-Torkt        Mr.  Buane, 

Floyd, 
Pemuj^ania^  Mr.  Mont^meiy, 

Clymer, 

T.  Smith, 

So  it  passed  in  the  neeative. 

A  letter,  of  the  13th,  from  R.  Morris,  was  taken  into  consideration,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

That  Congress  do  not  require  Mr.  Morris  to  dissolve  any  commercial  con- 
nexion which  he  shall  have  formed  previous  to  his  taking  upon  him  tlie  office 
of  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  oi  America: 
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On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  jeaa  and  naj^a  being  required  bj 
Mr.  Adams, 


Vitginia, 


N,-Caroltna, 
Georgia^ 


Mr.  Jone% 
Madiaon, 
BUxid, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Jcrfinson, 

Bfr.  Matthew^ 
Bee, 

Mr.  Waltoi^ 
Few, 
Howl/, 


no 


I 


K-BampMre,  Mr.  SiiDivan, 
Muaachumts,  Mr.  Adams, 

LoTell 

Ward, 
Connectieuif     'Mr.  Huntin^^n, 

Root, 

Wolcott, 
New- York,        Bfr.  Duane, 

Floyd. 
Ptantf^vdnia,    Mr.  Mont^mexy,    ay 

Clymer, 

T.  Smitii, 
MartfUmdy        Mr.  Hanson,  no  > 

CarroU,  no  3 

So  the  question  was  lost 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  bjMr.  Matthews,  u 
follows : 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  letter  from  R.  Morris,  lately  elected 
superintendent  of  finance,  was  considered,  viz. 

**  I  am  to  inform  Congress  that  the  preparatory  steps  I  had  taken  towanii 
procuring  my  self  relaxation /rom  business,  with  least  injury  to  the  internti 
of  my  family,  were  by  engaging  in  certain  commercial  establishments  vitk 
persons  in  whom  I  had  perfect  confidence,  as  to  their  integrity,  honor  tnd 
abilities.    These  establi5)hments  I  am  bound  in  honour  and  by  contracts  to 
support,  to  the  extent  agreed  on :  if  therefore  it  be  in  the  idea  of  Congrcis, 
that  the  office  of  superintendent  of  finance  is  incompatible  with  commercial 
concerns  and  connexions,  the  point  is  settled  ;  for  I  cannot,  on  an|  coosi- 
deration,  consent  to  violate  engagements  or  depart  from  those  principles  of 
honor  which  it  is  my  pride  to  be  governed  by.    If,  on  the  contrary, Congress 
have  elected  me  to  this  office,  under  the  expectation  that  my  mercantile  coo- 
nexions  and  engagements  were  to  continue,  an  express  declaration  of  their 
sentiments  should  appear  on  their  minutes,  that  no  doubt  may  arise  orte- 
flexions  be  cast  on  this  score  hereafter. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  do  not  reqoire 
Mr.  Morris  to  dissolve  the  commercial  connexions  referred  to  in  the  said 
paragraph. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr 
Adams, 


N^'HamjMrt,  Mr.  SiiUivan, 

JHbataeiuteUa,  Mr.  Adam^ 

Lovell,- 
Ward, 

CttmeeHcut,      Mr.  Hunting^ton, 

Root, 
Wolcott, 

Mw'Tork,        Mr.  Duane, 

Floyd, 

Pemuyhoiiia,  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Clymer, 
T.Smith, 

Maryland,         Mr.  Hanson,  ^ 

Carroll, 


noX 


no 


Virginia^ 


N,'Canlma, 


S.'CaroUtia, 
iGeoi^ia, 


Mr.  Jonea^ 
Madiaon, 
Bland, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Burke^ 
Sharpe, 
Jolinaon, 

Bfr.  Matthew:^ 
Bee, 

Mr.  Wahoo, 
Few, 
Uowly, 


*r 


So  it  was  resolved  in  -the  affirmative. 


WEDNESDAY,  ^arcA  21,  1781. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  delegate  for  the  "state  of  New-Jersey,  snd  Mr.  Vandyke, 
a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  consideration  of  the  letter  uf  the  13th,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  beisf 
resumedi  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews^  seconded  by  Mr.  Burk^ 
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That  the  superiutendent  of  fiuance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
appoint  and  remove  at  his  pleasure,  his  assistants  in  his  peculiar  office  or 
cnamber  of  business  in  immediate  connexion  with  him  ;  it  being  first  de- 
termined by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  such  assistants 
BO- to  be  appointed,  are  necessarjr,  and  what  the  salary  of  each  shall  be. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Adams, 


ay  >♦ 
no> 


no 


no 


ay) 

ayS.ay 

ayj 


Vtrgiruot 
N.'CaroUna, 

Oeorgioj 


Mr.  Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  Madiaon, 
Bland, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Johnson, 

Mr.  Matthews 
Motte, 

Mr.  Few, 
'Howly, 


llVy 


ay 

no, 

ay 


ay 


ay7 

ayS-ay 

ay3 


N.'Hamjukbre^  Mr.  Sullivan, 
Ma»acnumt9^  Mr.  Adams, 

Waid, 
ConneeUcuif      Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 

Wokott, 
Ifem-  York,        Mr.  Duane, 

Ployd, 
M^wJenty^      Mr.  Clark, 

Houston, 
Pennmyhaniai  Mr.  Montgomeiy,    ay  ) 

Clymer,  ay  >   ^ 

JkUujoare,         Mr.  M*Kean,  ay  5 

Vandyke,  ay  5*" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  Mr.  Morris's  letter  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  three  :  the  members,  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Wolcott. 

THURSDAY,  March  22,  irSl. 

On  a  report  of  the  medical  committee,  it  was  resolved  as  follows : 

VThereas  the  late  regulations  for  conducting  the  medical  department  and 
military  hospitals  passed  the  dOth  day  of  September  last,  and  amended  by 
•everal  subsequent  acts  of  Congress,  extend  no  further  southward  tban'to 
include  the  state  of  Virginia  ;  and  whereas  the  present  operations  of  the 
war  to  the  southward,  make  it  necessary  that  the  hospital  dopartmenf,  in 
that  district,  be  rendered  as  uniform  to  that  in  the  northern  army  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  that  no  inconveniencies  may  arise  to  the  army  in  gen- 
eral from  different  and  opposite  systems,  as  its  operations  may  eventually 
be  interchangeable  from  one  district  to  another  in  a  short  space  of  time ; 
therefore,  , 

Resoived,  That  there  be  one  deputy  director  of  the  military  hospitals, 
who  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  director,  have  the  general  control  and 
management  of  all  the  military  hospitals  that  are  or  may  be  established  un- 
der the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  southern  army  for  the  time  being. 

When  the  foregoing  resolutitm  was  under  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  fiee,  after  the  words  "  the  director,'  to 
insert  "  for  the  southern  army ;"  and  on  the  question,  shall  those  words  be 
inserted  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bee, 


N'Hampthirty    Mr.  SuUi^an 
MustacMuett^  Mr.  Adams, 

Ward, 
Khode-hland^     Mr.  Varnum, 
Conneaicutf      Mr.  Huntington, 

oot, 
^ew-York,         Mr.  Duane, 

Floyd, 
AVa^Jirrwy,       Mr.  Clark, 

Houston, 
Pennajfhama,   M  r.  Mongomeiy, 

Clymer, 


no>* 
noi 

no  5 

no>'* 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no  I 

no  5 

no 

no 


no 


no 


no 


no 


I 


no 


Dektware, 

Maryhmdf 
Virffima, 


Ni'CaroUnOt 


S,'Carokna, 


CreorgiOf 


Mr.  M'Kean, 

Vandyke, 
lir.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Bland 

Smith, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Sharpe, 

Joiinson, 
Mr.  Matthew^ 

Bee, 

Motte, 
Mr.  Howly, 


\  no 


no 


no 

no 

iio\,* 

no 

oo 

no 

no 

no 

no 

ay. 

ayvay 

^) 
no^  ♦ 


i 


no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Hesolved,  That  for  the  army  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  one  chief  phvsician 
•f  the  hospital,  who  shall  also  be  a  surgeon ;  one  chief  physician  le  the  aaUk 
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army,  who  tkiM  also  be  a  sorgeon ;  two  hospital  physicians,  who  shall  ilsobe 
surgeons;  and  four  surgeon's  mates  for  the  hospitals  ;  one  deputy  piir?ejor 
with  an  assistant,  one  deputy  apothecary  with  an  assistant ;  and  to  each  tiios- 
pitaly  a  steward,  matron,  orderly  men  and  nurses  as  is  directed  in  the  ar- 
ran^ment  of  the  hospital,  passed  the  30th  day  of  September  aforesiid. 

Tnat  the  deputy  director,  deputy  purveyor  and  deputy  apothecary, hart 
and  exercise  the  same  powers  which  are  exercised  by  the  director,  ponrefor 
and  apothecary  respectively,  agreeably  to  the  arrangement  above-mention'ed: 
That  the  pay  of  the  deputy  director  be  140  dollars  per  month,  that  of  tke 
deputy  purveyor  and  deputy  apothecary* each  120  dollars  per  month;  tod 
they  shall  oeverally  be  entitled  to  the  same  emoluments,  and  subject  to  tk 
Same  regulations  and  restrictions  as  their  respective  principals  are  eititled 
or  subjected  to  by  the  above-mentioned  arrangement  and  tne  ameodaisBts 
thereto : 

That  all  the  other  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical -staff  for  the  south- 
ern army,  exercise  tlie  powers,  perform  the  same  duties,  receive  the  wot 
pay  and  emoluments,  and  be  subject  to  the  regulations  and  restrictioot  laid 
down  in  the  aforesaid  arraneement  for  officers  of  like  description : 

Provided  nevertheless,  Uiat  tlie  powers  therein  directea  to  be  exercixd 
by  the  director,  and  any  two  chief  physicians  and  sormoaa  ef  the  hospital, 
shall,  in  the  absence  of  the  deputy  director,  be  veatea  in  and  exercised  bj 
the  next  officer  in  the  hospital  department  for  the  southern  amy,  aad  soos 
ill  succession,  in  conjunction  with  the  two  next  seniors. 

Ordered^  ThatMonday  next  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  the  officersio 
the  hospital  department  for  the  southern  army. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  '*  1  he  act  of  the  legislature  of  tbf 
state  of  Connecticut,  vesung  in  Congress,  for  a  limited  time,  a  pover  to 
levy  and  collect  duties  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Coogreflof 
ti)e  dd  day  of  February  last ;"  re|K)rt, 

That  it  appears  by  an  estimate  reported  to  Congress,  that  upon  lomSct 
certificates  and  other  loans  made  for  the  use  of  the  public,  an  annual  interest 
arises  of  more  thnn  one  million  of  dollars  : 

That  the  said  debts  being  contracted  on  the  faith  and  for  the  defence  of 
the  United  States,  and  Congress  having  no  means  to  discharge  either  the 
principal  or  interest,  justice,  good  faith  and  the  honor  of  the  confedencT, 
require  that  certain  adequate  and  permanent  funds  should  be  provided  br 
the  respective  states,  and  appropriated  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public 
cretlitors  and  for  supporting  trie  war : 

That,  upon  mature  deliberation,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Congress 
that  a  doty  on  imports  and  prizes  would  be  most  equal  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  least  burthensome  to  our  citizens : 

That  Congress,  therefore,  recommended  it  to  the  respective  states  as  in- 
dispensably necessary,  to  vest  a  power  in  Congress  to  levj.the  duty  on  im- 
ports and  prizes,  mentioned  in  their  act  of  3d  February  last ;  and  that  tbe 
said  duties  should  be  continued  until  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts 
idready  contracted,  or  which  might  be  contracted,  on  tlie  faith  of  (he  United 
States*  for  supporting  the  present  war,  should  be  fully  and  finally  discharged: 
That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  proviso  at  th«  close  of  the  act 
of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  will  defeat  the  sood  intentions  of  the  said 
requisition,  which  aims  at  giving  the  public  creditors,  who  have  vested  or 
shall  vest  their  property  in  the  ^nds,  a  substantial  and  adequate  secuntj 
which  shall  operate  until  their  debts  are  fully  satisfied : 

That  .from  the  esiroates  laid  before  Conj^ress,  the  produce  of  the  dutjoo 
imports  and  prizes  will,  during  the  war,  fall  greaty  snort  of  the  anaoai  in- 
terest, even  of  the  loan-office  certificates;  and  will,  in  the  opinioD  of  1^ 
committee,  justly  alarm  thoae  who  have  lent  their  money  to  the  pahlic  " 
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the  funds  %o  to  be  assigned,  8)ioi>ld  be  liiuited  for  a  short  or  any  period* 
which  will  not  afford  them  reasonable  security,  and  continue  in  force  until 
the  debts  due  to  them  are  faithfully  discharged  i  Whereupoji, 

Resolved,  By  the  United  Sute^  in  Congress  assembled.  That  it  be,  and 
hereby  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legistlatureof  the  state  of  Connec- 
ticut, to  revise  the  above-mentioned  law,  and  to  alter  and  amend  it  agreeably 
to  the  reaoisition  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  dd  day  of  Feb.  last  to  wit: 

That  the  prop«ised  duties  on  imports  and  prizes  shall  be  continued  until 
the  principal  and  interest  of  debts  already  contracted  on  the  faith  of  these 
United  ^tites,  for  the  support  of  the  present  war,  shall  be  fully  and  finalljr 
discharged. 

N  FRIDAY,  March  23,  1781,    • 

A  report  of  the  committee  for  apportioning  the  quotas  of  the  states,  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  quota  of  1^500,000  dollars,  called  for  by  act  of  I6tht 
be  as  follows; 


Delaware,         24,480 14  four  quarterly  par* 
roents,  97,921 

Maryland,         182,02634  728,107 

Vitginia,  288^006 1^  1, 152,026 

North-Carolina,  57,601  230,404 

1,500.000  6^000,000 


New-Hampshire,  46,080  3-4  four  quarterly 

payments,  184;32!3 

Ifamacbaaetts,  264,96534  1,059,86.. 

Bhode-Ialand,      29,14614  116,535 

Connecticut,      195,84414    .  783,377 

New- York,          4$,20034  172,803 

New^erser,      103,682  414,728 

Pemuylrania,    264^96534  1,059,863 

^  Resolved,  That  the  sums  assessed  shall  not  be  considered  as  the  propor- 
tion of  any  state,  but  being  paid  into  the  treasury,  shall  be  placed  to  their 
reitpective  credit,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the 
time' of  payment  until  the  quotas  shall  be  finally  ascertained,  agreeably  to 
the  articles  of  confederation.  And  if  it  shall  th'en  appear  that  any  state  is 
assessed  more  than  its  just  quota  of  the  said  taxyit  shall  continue  to  receive 
interest  on  the  surplus  ;  and  if  less,  it  shall  be  charged  with  the  interest  on 
the  deficiency,  until,  by  a  future  tax,  such  surplus  or  deficiency  shall  be 
properly  adjusted. 

SATURDAY,  March  24,  1781. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  deliver- 
ed in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  supreme  executive  of  the  state  of  Virginia  be  authoriz- 
ed and  requested  to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  settle  the  accounts  of  coL 
Wood,  respecting  his  command  in  superintending  the  prisoners  under  the 
convention  of  Saratoga,  and  if  they  think  it  right  to  allow  his  reasonable  tra- 
velling expenses  l>etween  the  two  posts  which  he  superintends,  with  those 
for  one  servant  while  on  that  duty. 

MI^NDAY,  March  26,  1781.  r- 

A  letter,  of  the  22d  of  February,  from  the  fi;overnor  of  Virginia,  was  read» 
with  a  memorial  enclosed  from  Messrs.  Stoddert,  Kerr  and  North ;  Where- 
upon, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  bv  Mr.  M.  Smithy 
Ordered,  That  authenticated  copies  of  the  said  memorial,  protests  and 
affidavits,  be  transmitted  to  the  hon.  John  Adams,  and  that  he  be  in- 
structed to  represent  the  case  to  which  they  relate  to  their  high  miehtinessea 
the  states  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  and  to  claim 
guch  redress  for  the  memorialists  as  justice  and  the  law  of  nations  require. 

TUESDAY,  March  97 j  1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  Wilkinson,  clothier-generali  was  reed,  dcsri* 
ing  leave  to  resign. 
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Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  letter  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

jBeso/redfThat  the  board  of  war  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  re- 
ceive  and  examine  such  accounts  as  shall  be  reported  to  the  said  board  ^ 
Joseph  Howell,  jun.  one  of  the  auditors  for  the  main  army  daring  his  resi- 
dence in  PhiUdelphia,  and  to  issue  their  warrants  on  the  pay-master  «eB^ 
ral,  or  deputy  pay -master,  in  discharge  of  such  of  the  accounts  aforesaid  u 
the  said  board  shall  judge  proper  and  necessary,  in  the  same  manner  as  Dw 
commander  in  chief,  or  commander  of  a  detachment  having  a  military  chest, 
are  directed  by  the  ordinance  of  30th  July,  1779. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Madison  was  again  taken  into  consideration ;  and  there- 
upon*  the  following  ordinance. was  passed : 

An  ordinance  relative  to  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  prizes. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  taking  into  consideratioo  the 
implacable  war  waged  against  them  by  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  and  jad(- 
ing  it  inconsistent  with  their  dignity  as  a' free  and  independent  nation, anj 
lon^r  to  continue  indu^ences  and  exemptions  to  anjr  of  the  subjectfltf 
their  enemy,  who  is  obstinately  bent  upon  their  destruction  or  subjiiiptioB, 
have  thought  it  proper  to  ordain  and  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  aod  or- 
dered, that  henceforward  geqjeral  reprisals  be  granted  against  the  8hi|ii, 
goods  and  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great-Britain  ;  so  that  as  well  the  fleets 
and  ships  of  these  United  States,  as  also  all  other  ships  and  vessels  comaii- 
sioned  by  letters  of  marque  or  general  reprisals,  or  otherwise,  by  the  aathe- 
rity  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  and  may  Uvfolly 
seize  all  ships,  vessels  and  goods,  l^lon^ing  to  the  king  or  crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  or  to  his  subjects  or  others  inhabiting  within  any  of  the  territariass 
possessions  of  the  araresaid  king  of  Great- Britain,  and  bring  them  to  isdg- 
mentin  any  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  that  now  are  or  hereafter  mieeh 
tablished  in  any  of  these  United  States  by  tiie  anthority  of  the  United  Statea 
in  Congress  assembled  :  and  tlie  said  courts  of  admiralty  are  herebj  H> 
thorized  and  required  to  take  cognizance  of  and  judicially  to  proceed  apaa 
all  and  all  mannisr  of  captures,  seizures,  prizes  and  reprisals  of  all  ahipaaod 
goods  that  are  or  shall  be  taken,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  aod, 
according  to  the  course  of  admiralty  and  the  laws  of  nations,  to  adjodp  awl 
condemn  all  such  ships,  vessels,  and  goods,  as  shall  belong  to  wekiagof 
Great-Britain,  or  to  his  subjects,  or  to  any  others  inhabiting,  within  aojr  of 
the  countries,  territories  or  dominions,  or  possessions  of  the  aforesaid  kia{ 
of  Great-Britain. 

And  that  the  board  of  admiralty  or  secretary  of  marine  forthwith  prepaie^ 
and  lay  before  the  United  States  in  Congrosa  assembled,  a  draught  of  ii- 
structions  for  such  ships  or  vessels  as  shall  be  cemmissionated  for  the  par- 
poses  above  mentioned.  ' 

And  it  is  herebv  further  ordained,  that  the  destruction  of  paneisyor^ 
possession  of  double  papers,  by  any  captured  vessel,  shall  be  deemed  aad 
taken  as  just  cause  for  the  condemnation  of  such  captured  vessel ;  and  dial 
when  any  prize,  having  been  taken  and  possessed  bv  the  enemy  twenty-fiivr 
hours,  shall  be  retaken  from  them,  the  whole  of  such  re-captured  prixe  ahaii 
be  condemned  for  the  use  of  the  ro-captors ;  but  in  cases  where  the  prize 
shall  have  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  less  than  twenty  fov 
hours,  it  shall  be  restored  to  the  original  owner  or  owners,  eiceptooe-tbinl 
part  of  the  trye  value  thereof,  which  shall  be  allowed  as  sal? age  to  the  re- 
captors. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  ordained,  that  the  citizen^  and  inhabitoota  of 
these  United  States  be»  and  they  hereby  are^  strictly  enjoined  and  reqsin^ 
to  abstain  from  all  intercourse,  correspondence  or  dealings  whatsoever,  villi 
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the  subjects  of  the  said  king  of  Great-Britain,  while  at  open  war  with  these 
United  States,  as  they  will  answer  the  same  at  their  peril ;  and  the  executives 
of  the  severai  states  are  hereby  called  upon  to  take  the  most  vigilant  and  ef- 
fectual measures  for  detecting  and  suppressing  such  intercourse,  correspon- 
deuce  or  dealings,  and  bringing  the  autnors  thereof,  or  those  concerned  there- 
in, to  condign  punishment. 

And  in.  order  the  more  effectually  to  remove  every  colorable  pretence  for 
c:ontiouing  such  intercourse,  it  is  hereby  ordained  that  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  November  next,  no  benefit  shall  be  claimed  from^  nor  counte- 
nance or  reeard  paid  to  any  letters  of  passport  or  safe  conduct,  heretofore 
granted  by  Sie  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  any  of  the  citizens  or  inha- 
bitants thereof,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  for  the  removal  of 
their  property  or  effects  from  places  within  the  dominions  or  possessions  of 
the  said  king  of  Great-Britain : 

Provided  always,  that  this  ordinance  shall  not  extend  to  authorize  the 
capture  or  condemnation  of  anv  vessel  belonging  to  any  inhabitant  of  Ber* 
mudas,  which,  being  loaded  with  salt  only,  may  arrive  in  any  of  these  United 
States,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next. 

And  it  is  hereby  ordained,  that  all  former  acts  or  resolutions  of  Coneress^ 
contrary  to  the  tenor,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  ordinance,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  deputy  purveyor  of  the  hospital 
for  the  southern  army,  and  the  ballots  being^  taken  and  counted.  Dr.  Nathan 
Brownson  was  elected,  he  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Adams. 

THURSDAY,  March  29,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  letter  of  Aaron  Levy  was 
read ;  Whereupon, 

Reselved,  That  until  the  loan-offices  of  South-Carolina  and  Geoivia  be 
fixed,  and  public  notice  thereof  given,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  ofCon- 
gress  of  the  3d  of  August  last,  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  be  empow- 
ered to  issue  loan-office  certificates  in  discharge  of  interest  that  is  or  shall 
be  doe  on  loan -office  certificates  issued  from  either  of  the  loan -offices  afore- 
said, in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  principles  as  certificates  for  in- 
terest are  issued  from  other  loan-offices. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  respecting  the  rqpment  of  artificers,  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  and,  thereupon, 

Btaolvidt  That  the  regiment  of  artificers,  commanded  by  col.  Baldwin* 
be  dissolved ;  and  those  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
whose  times  of  service  are  unexpired,  and  are  now  with  the  main  army,  be 
formed  into  one  company,  under  such  officers,  and  be  employed  in  such  way 
as  the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct : 

That  the  artificers  with  the  southern  army  be  also  formed  into  one  com- 
pny,  under  a  competent  number  of  officers  to  be  selected  by  the  command- 
mgffeneral  of  that  army : 

liiat  all  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  not  retained  by  virtue  of 
these  resolutions,  be  no  longer  considered  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

i^etofiMd,  That  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  of 
artillery  artificers  at  Carlisle,  whdse  times  of  service  are  unexpired,  be  form- 
ed into  one  or  more  company  or  companies,  and  the  officers  at  that  placed 
except  captains  Wiley  ainci  Jordan,  be  no  longer  considered  in  the  servicoof 
the  United  Stotes. 

FRIDAY,  March  30,  1761. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  fton  J .  Pierce,  pay-master  general,  was  read :  Where*  % 
upon. 
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A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Motte, 
That  the  honorable  assembly  of  Penobylvaoia  be  requested  tosfipoiitft 
committee  of  their  body  to  confer  with  m  committee  of  Congress,  oo  the  n- 
commendation  of  Consress  to  the  several  states  to  amend  their  laws,  vaking 
the  bills  of  credit,  emitted  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  a  Icpaltemirr: 
That  a  committee  of  three  be  now  appointed  to  attend  on  the  sara  propoie^ 
conference. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Clymer, 


J^,'IhmpBhire,  Mr.  SulliTai], 
MaaaaemtteUt,  Mr.  Adami^ 

liovell, 
Ward, 
SJfde-hUmdt    Mr.  Yamimi, 
CumnBdwdf      Mr.  Huntingtoii, 

Root, 
Irtntm^vanM)  Mr.  Montgomety, 

Clymer, 
Wynkoop, 
Ldawortf         Mr.  M*Kean, 

Vandyke, 


JUaryhmi^ 


N^'CoroUna^ 


&. 


Qevrgia^ 


Kr.  Hanaon, 
CJamai, 

Mr.  Madiaoii, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Sharpen 
Johnaon, 

Mr.  Matthew^ 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Mr.  Few, 


So  the  question  was  lost 

ihe  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Mattfcewt) 
Mr.  Vamum,  to  whom  was  re^rred  a  letter  of  the  12th,  from  major-geoenl 
M'Dougall,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  the  same,  after  debate,  beliy 
postponed, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sbarpe, 

That  during  the  time  major-Keneral  M'Dougall  shall  continue  tsKtasK* 
cretary  of  marine,  his  pay  and  emoluments  as  an  officer  of  the  army  shilJ 
cease;  but  he  shall  not  thereby  be  deprived  of  rank  or  the  privilcp  of 
returning  to  his  command  whenever  Cong^ress  or  the  commandfer  ia  cUef 
shall  think  his  services  necessary  in  the  field. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reqaind  bj 
Mr.  Sharpe» 


JMsModbMSM^  Mr.  Adam% 

Lovell, 


Waixl, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 
Mr.  Witherapoon, 

Clarke, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Clymer, 

Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Hanaon, 

GanoU, 


no"^ 

no>no 
no  J 

no^ 

ayVay 

»>J 

no  >•♦ 

no) 
no> 


no 


Mr.MadMom 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Shftrpe, 
Johnaon, 
Mr.  Mattliew% 
Bee, 
Motte^ 
Mr.  Waltoiv 
Few, 
Howljr, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Howly, 

ITcsofMii,  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  have  a  dsewosc 
of  the  zeal  of  maior-generai  M*Dougall,  for  the  safety  and  boDourof  Asien- 
ea,  and  applaud  his  magnanimity  in  declining  *'  to  retire  from  the  toilt  m 
perils  of  tne  field  in  the  present  critical  condition  of  the  United  ^^^^ 
geoeeal,  and  that  of  New-York  in  particular :''  that  they  are-weii  offnorea 
of  his  wishes  and  disposition  to  render  to  the  public  every  service  is  h' 
power;  but  as  major-general  M*Dougall,  for  good  reasons,  caanst  df^ 
nimself  from  his  command  in  the  army,  and  as  the  duties  of  the  ofi^^  ^ 
secretary  of  marine,  to  which  he  has  uitely  been  elected  by  Cwpf^^ 
interfere  with  the  execution  of  military  duty,  the  United  States  inCoaS'**' 
aasembledi  do  not  therefore  expect  his  acceptance  of  that  office. 
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SATURDAY,  MetcH  51^  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  and  one  of  the  16th,  from  major-general  Greene, 
react,  the  latter  giving  an  account  of  the  action  between  hiiA  and  the 
mrtnj  under  lord  Comwallis,  on  the  15th ; 

dtderedf  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  intelligence. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  Idth,  from  R.  MorriSi 
was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  the  first  paragraph  being  read,  viz. 

That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  re** 
move  from  office  or  employment,  for  incapacity,  negligence,  dishonesty  or 
other  misbehaviour,  all  persons  entrusted  with  and  immediately  employed 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  and'^lso  all  such  as  are  or  shall  be, 
in  his  judgment,  unnecessary ;  provided  that  such  power  of  removal  from 
office  shall  be  limited  to  the  Juration  of  the  present  war. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Adams, 


no  5 

no 
no 


no 


no 


no 
no 
no 
no 


I 


no 


no 


Virginmt 

S,'CaroSna, 
Cteorgim, 


Mr.  Madison,'] 
Bluid, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Johnion, 

Mr.  Mfttthewi^ 
Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Few, 
Howly, 


MkwnmckuMeUif  Mr.  Adams, 

Ward, 
Mhod^Mmi^    Mr.  Vamum, 
Cmm/getkuif      Mr.  Huntington, 

Root, 
2iew^Jeraetf,       Mr.  Witherspoon,   no  ^* 
J'awuyhMmUit  Mr  Montgomery,    no  i  ^ 

Clymer,  ay  J 

Ddatoartf  Mr.  M«Kean, 

Vaindyke^ 
Maylmu^         Mr.  Hanson, 

Carro]], 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

MONDAY,  JipHl  2,'  1781. 

Od  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  M'Kean  and 
Mr.  Houston,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  19th  March,  from  the  gov« 
emor  of  the  state  of  New-York, 

JRetolved,  l*hat  the  two  regiments  of  militia  proposed  to  be  embodied  in 
the  state  of  New-York,  to  serve  till  the  first  day  of  December  next,  as 
mentioned  in  governor  Clinton's  letter  of  the  I9,th  March  last,  be  paid  and 
subsisted  while  in  service,  at  the  general  expense,  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
troops  on  the  continental  establishment : 

That  the  two  regiments  of  infantry  proposed  to  be  raised  in  the  said  state 
to  serve  for  three  years,  as  Mentioned  m  tne  aforesaid  letter,  be  paid,  subsist- 
ed and  clothed- while  in  service,  at  the  general  expense,  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  treops  on  the  continental  establisnment ;  provided  the  said  state  shall 
first  fill  up  their  quota  of  troops  for  the  continental  army ;  and  that  the  regi- 
ments, particularly  the  two  last  mentioned,  be  officereo  as  far  as  may  be  bjT 
the  reduced  officers  belonging  to  that  state,  and  that  the  officers  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  number  of  men  actually  in  service. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty  was  read  ;  Wherenpon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  fit  the  frigate  Ariel  for  sea,  with  all 
convenient  despatch. 

TUESDAY,  .^/  3, 1781. 

A  letter  of  the  2d,  from  Peter  IL  Fell,  one  of  the  commissiouers  of  the 
chamber  of  accounts,  was  read,  desiring  leave  to  resign: 
Ordered,  That  his  resignatioD  be  accepted. 

WEDNESDAY,  JiprU  4,  1781. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 
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Resolved,  That  the  president  tnmamit  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  to  the  count  de  RochanibeaUy  and  the  chevaUer  Des- 
toucnes,  commanders  of  the  arm  j  and  fleet  sent  by  his  most  Christian  m^ei- 
tj  to  the  succour  of  his  allies,  for  the  zeal  and  vi^lance  thejf  have,  on  ercrj 
occasion,  manifested  to  fulfil  the  generous  intentions  of  their  soyereig&iB^ 
the  expectations  of  these  states :.  that  he  present  their  particular  thanki  to 
the  chevalier  Destouches,  and  the  officers  and  men  undar  his  commaad,  f«r 
the  bravery,  firmness  and  good  conduct  displayed  in  the  late  entequiu 
aeiinst  the  enemy  at  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia;  m  which,  although  the  accon- 
pTishment  of  the  object  was  prevented  by  unforeseen  events,  the  ardaois 
contest  so  gallantly  and  advantaseously  maintained  on  the  I6th  of  Marck 
last,  off  the  Capes  of  Chesapeake-Baj,  against  a  superior  British  fleet,  does 
honor  to  the  arms  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  is  a  happy  presap  a( 
decisive  advantages  to  the  United  States. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Bee  and  Mr. 
Root,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  we  l£th  of  March,  from  Chsrics 
Pettit: 

Resolved^  That  no  interest  be  computed  on  the  money  emitted  pufssurt 
to  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  1780,  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  same  from  the 
loan-offices,  or  when  any  officer  of  the  United  States  shall  make  paymeoti 
therewith  for  supplies,  or  in  discharge  of  public  debts. 

THURSDAY,  AprU  5, 1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  31st  March,  from  general  Washington,  was  read ;  When- 
vpon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  approve  of  the 
reasons  given  by  the  commander  in  chief,  for  not  exchanging  lieuteDUt- 
colonel  Hill  for  lieutenant-colonel  du  Bnysson. 

A  letter,  of  the  23d  of  March,  from  the  governor  of  the  state  ofNev- 
Tork,  was  read,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  act  authorizing  Congress  tslevf  t 
duty  on  foreif^n  merchandise  imported  into  that  state. 

A  letter,  ofFebruary  16th,  from  Egbert  Benson,  was  read,  signifying  Us 
acceptance  of  the  oflice  of  procurator  in  the  state  of  New-York. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  report  of  the  committee  appmsted 
**  to  devise  and  report  the  mode  for  appointing  courts  for  the  trial  ot  pinciei 
and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas/^  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and, 
thereupon, 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  agreed  to  the  following 

Ordinance  for  establishing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  comxnitted  on  the 

high  seas. 

Whereas  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation  and  perpetual  uniosof 
the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  United  Statei 
in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power 
(inter  alia)  of  appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  con- 
mitted  on  the  high  seas.  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  tiiat  sudi  courts  shoaM 
be  speedily  erected,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  the  same  mode  of  trial  shoaM 
be  adopted  for  offenders  of  this  kind  on  the  high  seas  as  is  used  for  oilted* 
ers  of  the  like  sort  upon  the  land. 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  United  Statei 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that 
all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  heretofore  have  committed,  or  wIm 
hereafter  shall  commit,  any  piracy  or  felony  upon  the  high  seas,  or  whs  sMii 
be  charged  as  accessories  to  the  same,  either  before  or  after  the  fact,  DSTtwl 
shall  be  enquired  of,  tried  and  judg;ed  by  grand  and  petit  juries,  accordtof 
to  the  course  of  the  common  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  piracy  or  Ms>7 
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werf  committed  upon  the  Und,  and  within  some  country,  district  or  precinct 
in  one  of  these  United  States,  the  justices  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court 
of  judicature,  and  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  several  and  respec* 
tiTe  states,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  constituted  and  appoint* 
ed  judges  for  hearing  and  trying  such  offenders. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  indicted 
for  any  piracy  or  felony  done,  or  hereafter  ip  be  done,  upon  tlie  high  seas,  or 
as  accessories  before  or  after  the  fact,  either  on  the  land  or  upon  the  seas, 
'by  a  grand  jury  for  any  county,  district,  or  precinct  within  any  of  these 
United  States,  before  the  justices  of  the  supreme  or  superior  court  an4 
judge  of  the  admiralty,  or  any  two  of  them,  that  then  such  order,  process, 
judgment  and  execution  shall  be  used,  had,  done  and  made  to  and  against 
every  such  person  and  persons,  so  being  indicted,  as  aeainst  robbers,  mur* 
derers,  or  other  felons  for  robbery,  murder,  or  other  felony  done  upon  the 
land  within  such  county,  district,  or  precinct,  as  by  the  laws  of  the  said  state 
is  accustomed ;  and  the  trial  of  such  offence  or  offences,  if  it  be  denied  by 
-Che  offender  or  offenders,  shall  be  had  by  twelve  tawfql  men  of  the  said 
county,  district,  or  precinct;  and  such  as  shall  be  convicted  of  any  such 
offence  or  offences,  by  verdict,  confession,  or  otherwise,  in  the  said  court, 
shall  have  and  suffer  such  pains  of  death,  losses  of  lands,  goods  and  chat- 
tels, or  other  punishment,  and  by  the  same  authority  as  if  they  had  been 
convicted  and  attainted  of  any  robbery,  felony  or  other  the  said  offences 
done  upon  land  ;  and  shall  be  utterly  excluded  the  benefit  of  clergy  where 
the  same  is  taken  away  or  not  admitted  for  such  like  offences  committed 
within  the  body  of  a  county,  or  on  land  where  such  trial  shall  be  had. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  if  there  shall  be  more  than  one  judge  of 
the  admiralty  in  any  of  the  United  States,  that  then,  and  in  such  case,  the 
supreme  executive  power  of  such  state  may  and  shall  commissionate  one  of 
them  exclusively  to  join  in  performins;  the  duties  required  by  this  ordinance. 
And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  all  losses  and  forfeitures  of  lands,  goods 
and  chattels,  incurred  upon  any  such  conviction  and  attainder,  shall  go  and 
belong  to  the  state  in  which  the  said  conviction  and  attainder  shall  be  had. 

FRIDAY,  ApHl  6, 1781. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Kean, 
That  Congress  will  proceed  immediately  to  tlie  consideration  of  the  pre- 
sent  state  ofaffairs  of  these  United  States,  in  order  that  full  information 
may  be  obtained  thereon,  and  such  measures  adopted,  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  shall  appear  best  calculated  effectually  to  prosecute  the  war 
against  the  enemies  of  these  United  States ;  to  satisfy  the  creditors  thereof^ 
and  restore  the  public  credit :  that  for  this  purpose  all  public  despatches, 
the  reports  of  the  board  of  war,  treasury  and  admiralty  (except  such  as  the 
president,  or  a  committee  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  inform  Congress,  require  their  immediate  attention)  be  suspended 
until  Con^ss  shall  have  perfected  such  enquiry  and  taken  the  necessary 
measures  in  consequence  thereof. 

On  a  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  motion,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Matthews, 


MaM»aelmaitt^  Mr.  AduDs,  ^  _^ 

Lovcll,  "^"^ 


Connecticut      Mr.  Huntington, 

Root,  no^no 

Wolcotl, 

JVH^J^irNy,      Mr.  Withenpoon,  "o^ 

Cluric,  no  3 

J^emujfhanUh  Mr.  MontgooMry,  no  / 

Wynkoop,  no  J  ™* 

Delawaret         Mr,  M'Kean,  "ol„« 

Vandyke,  no  5 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Zh 


Mar^land^        Mr.  Hanson, 

CarruU, 

Virginia^          Mr.  Bland,  no?«*» 

M.  Smith,  no  5  "* 

N.'CaroHna,     Mr.  Burke,  *y|«» 

Johnson,  »yS             /* 

S^'CaroUna,      Mr.  Matthew%  no 


Motte,  no  '  "® 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,  no  ^^ 


Few,.  no 
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After  debate,  the  motion  being  amended,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  house  be  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  it  12 
o'clock  on  each  day,  to  take  into  consideration  the  present  state  of  pablic 
affairs,  in  order  to  devise  further  measures  effectuallj  to  prosecute  the  wv 
against  the  enemies  of  these  United  States,  to  satisf/  the  creditor!  thereofi 
and  to  restore  the  pablic  credit. 

SATURDAY,  JlprU  7, 1781 . 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  resignation  of  lieutenant  Patterson,  of  colonel  Proc- 
tor's regiment  of  artillery,  be  accepted. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnom^  Mr.  Bee,  aod 
Mr.  Vandyke,  to  whom  was  referred  the  draft  of  instructions  to  the  up- 
tains  of  private  armed  vessels,  reported  by  the  board  of  admiralty : 

Be  it  ordained,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained,  by  the  United  States  in  Coa- 
gress  assembled,  that  the  following  instructions  be  observed  by  the  captiins 
or  commanders  of  private  armed  vessels  commissioned  by  letters  ofmarqae 
or  general  reprisals,  or  otherwise,  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  iu 
Congress  assembled : 

1st.  You  may  by  force  of  arms  attack,  subdue,  and  seize  all  ships,  ves- 
sels and  goods,  belonging  to  the  king  or  crown  of  Great- Britain,  or  to  his 
subjects,  or  others  inhabiting  within  any  of  the  territories  or  possessions  of 
the  aforesaid  king  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high-wa- 
ter and  low-water  marks.  And  you  may  aUo  annoy  the  enemy  by  all  nfaos 
in  your  power,  by  land  as  well  as  by  water,  taking  care  not  to  infringe  « 
violate  the  laws  of  nations,  or  laws  of  neutrality. 

Sd.  You  are  to  pay  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  and  tke 
usuage  and  customsof  civilized  nations  ;  and  on  no  pretence  whatever,  pre- 
sume to  take  or  seize  any  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  prin- 
ces or  powers  in  alliance  with  these  United  States  ;  except  they  are  en- 
ployed  in  carrying  contraband  eoods  or  soldiers  to  our  enemies;  india 
such  case  you  aVe  to  conform  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaties  sub- 
sisting between  such  princes  or  powers  and  these  states :  and  you  are  oot 
to  capture,  seize  or  plunder  any  ships  or  vessels  of  bur  enemies^  bein^  under 
the  protection  of  neutral  coasts,  nations,  or  princes,  under  the  pains  and 
penalties  expressed  in  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  9th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  sevea 
hundred  and  seventy -eight. 

3d.  You  shall  permit  all  neutral  vessels  freely  to  navigate  on  the  high  seas, 
•r  coastq  of  America,  except  such  as  are  employed  in  carrying  contrabasd 
goods  or  soldiers  to  the  enemies  of  these  United  States. 

4th.  You  shall  not  seize  or  capture  any  effects  belonging  to  the  subjects 
of  the   belligerent  powers  on  board  neutral  vessels,  excepting  contrabaod 
coods;  and  you  are  carefully  to  olMerve,  that  the  term  contraband  is  cod- 
fined  to  those  articles  which  are  expressly  declared  to  be  such  in  the  treat/ 
of  amity  and  commerce,  of  the  sixth  day  of  February,  1778,  between  tbe^ 
United  States  and  his  most  Christian  majesty,  namely ;  arms,  great  guas, 
bombs,  with  their  fuses  and  other  thines  belonging  to  them  ;  cannon-baltSi 
gun -powder,  matches,  pikes,,  swords,  Tances,  spears,  halberts,  mortan,  p^ 
tards,  grenadoes,  salt-petre,  muskets,  musket-ball,  bucklers,  helmets,  breast- 
plates, coats  of  mail,  and  the  like  kind  of  arms  proper  for  arming  soldierSi 
musket-rests,  belts,  horses  with  their  furniture,  ana  all  other  warlike  ia« 
struroents  whatever. 

5th.  You  shall  bring  all  such  ships  and  vessels  as  you  shall  seize  or  cap- 
ture, with  their  guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  ladiag^to 
judgment  in  any  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  that  now  are  or  hereafter  waj 
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je  established  in  anj  of  these  United  SUtes^  in  any  court  aathorized  bj  hit 
most  Christian  majesty,  or  anj  other  power  in  alliance  with  these  United 
States,  to  take  cognizance  of  captures  and  seizures  made  by  the  private  armed 
vessels  of  these  states,  and  tb  judicial!  j  hear  and  determine  thereon. 

6  th.  Yon  shall  send  the  master  or  pilot  and  one  or  more  principal  persons  of 
:he  company  of  everj  ship*  or  vessel  by  jou  taken,  in  such  ship  or  vesself  ai 
loon  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to  be  by  the  judge  or  judges  ot  such  court  at 
I  foresaid  examined  upon  oath,  and  make  answer  tu  such  interrogatories  aa 
nay  be  pronounced,  touching  the  interest  or  property  of  the  ship  or  vessel 
met  herlading ;  ^nd  at  the  same  time  you  shall  deliver  or  cause  to  be  d€- 
ivered  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all  passes,  sea  briefs,  charter  parties,  bills  of^ 
acting,  cockets,  letters,  and  other  documents  and  writings  found  on  boards 
proving  the  said  papers  by  the  affidavit  of  yourself,  or  ofsome  other  person 
l»resent  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were  received,  without  frauds 
idclition,  subduction  or  embezzlement. 

7th.  You  shall  keep  and  preserve  every  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo  by  jon 
taken,  until  they  shall,  by  sentence  of  a  court  properly  authorized,  be  ad- 
udg;ed  lawful  prize,  or  acquitted  ;  not  selling,  spoiling,  wasting  or  diminish** 
iDg  the  same,  or  breaking  the  bulk  thereof,  nor  suffering  any  such  thing  to 
)e  dune. 

8tli.  If  any  of  your  officers  or  crew  shall,  in  cold  blood,  kill  or  maim,  or 
I J  torture  or  otherwise,  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and  contrary  to  common  usage, 
ind  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  in' war,  treat  any  person  or  persons 
mrprized  in  the  ship  o'r  vessel  you  shall  take,  the  ofiender  shall  be  severely 
punished. 

9th.  You  shall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  send  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty,  or  secretary  of  marine,  written  accounts  of  the  captures  you  shall 
make,  with  the  numbers  and  names  of  the  captives,  and  intelligence  of  what 
may  occur,  or  be  discovered,  concerning  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
destinations,  motions  and  operations  of  tneir  fleets  and  armies. 

10th.  One- third  at  least  of  your  whole  company  shall  be  landsmeti. 

11th.  You  shall  not  ransom  or  discharge  any  prisoners  or  captives»  but 
you  are  to  take  the  utmost  care  to  bring  them  into  port ;  and  if  from  neces- 
sity you  shall  be  obliged  to  dismiss  any  prisoners  at  sea,  you  shall,  on  your 
return  from  your  cruize,  make  report  thereof  on  oath  to  the  judge  of  the  ad- 
miralty of  the  state  to  which  you  belong,  or  in  which  you  arrive,  within  twen- 
ty days  after  your  arrival,  with  your  reasons  for  such  dismission;  and  you 
ire  to  deliver,  at  your  expense  or  at  the  expense  of  your  owners,  the  prison- 
ers you  shall  bring  Into  port,  to  a  commissary  of  prisoners  nearest  the  place 
of  their  landing,  or  into  the  nearest  county  gaol. 

12th.  You  shall  observe  all  such  further  instructions  as  shall  hereafter  be 
given  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  when  you  shall  have-no- 
tice thereof. 

13th.  If  you  shall  do  any  thing  contrary  to  these  instructions,  or  to  others 
hereafter  to*  be  given,  or  willingly  suffer  such  thing  to  be  done,  you  shall  not 
only  forfeit  your  commission,  and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the  con- 
dition of  your  bond,  but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved  for  damages  sus- 
tained by  such  malversation. 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  admiralty  report,  as  soon  as  may  be,  proper 
regulations  for  the  conducting  and  governing  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  other  armed  vessels. 

TUESDAY,  April  10,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison, 
Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
employ  an  additional  confidential  secretary,  and  as  many  writers  as  he  shall 
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iudse  proper,  to  arrange  and  register  the  public  letters  and  other  docaineDti 
m  Uie  office  at  head-quarters  ;  and  to  assign  such  salaries  for  their  rci^ 
live  services,  as  he  shall  think  reasonable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vamnin,  seconded  by  Mr.  Motte, 

Orderedj  That  no  more  of  the  bills  heretofore  drawn  on  the  mintsten  pl^ 
nipotentiarj  of  these  United  States  in  Europe,  (except  those  approprated 
for  the  use  of  the  southern  arroj,  and  those  appropriated  and  lodged  in  tlie 
hands  of  the  board  of  war,}  be  sold  without  special  direction  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  that  the  board  of  treaaurj  gi?e  ordo 
accordingly. 

THURSDAY,  JiprU  12, 1781. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Adams  have  leave  of  absence. 

FRIDAY,  JipHl  is,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  bqard  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon. 

Resolvedt  That  the  commander  in  chief  transmit  to  the  executiTes  of  tk 
aeyeral  states  lists  of  the  names  of  all  the  new  levies  belonging  to  each  stite 
respectively,  specifying  their  times  of  service  and  the  sums  due  to  then ;  sad 
lists  to  be  signied  by  the  pay-masters  of  the  regiments  in  which  theiud  dcv 
levies  have  served,  countersigned  by  the  commanding  officer,  and  tpprvre^ 
of  by  the  brigadier  or  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade  or  corps ;  sdc!  tk 
it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  said  states,  to  cause  pajneatis 
be  made  to  the  said  new  levies,  agreeably  to  such  lists,  on  accosot  of  tk 
United  SUtes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Resolved^  That,  for  the  future,  all  applications  of  persons  serving  iB  tk 
army,  fur  settlement  of  accounts,  be  made  immediately  to  the  auditors  of  tbi 
army: 

lliat  all  applications  of  persons  serving  in  the  army,  for  payment tf  liqui- 
dated sums  Que  from  the  United  States,  be  made  immediately  to  the  ptr- 
master,  accompanied  with  the  prooer  warrants  : 

That  all  similar  applications  ot  other  creditors  of  the  United  States  k 
made  immediately  to  the  board  of  treasury,  to  be  liquidated  and  diicharfd. 
either  in  whole  or  in  such  equal  proportion,  as  the  board  of  treasurv  shtil,  vi^^ 
the  approbation  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  from  tiae » 
time  generally  direct. 

Besolved^  That  all  applications  respecting  rank,  discharges,  losfcs^ 
horses,  clothine,  or  other  articles,  in  the  service,  and  fur  arrears  of  cloihitf 
and  other  articles,  be  made  in  the  first  instance  to  the  board  of  war. 

Besolvedf  That  all  applications  for  resignations  be  made  to  tlie  consas- 
d^r  in  chief^r  to  the  olfacer  commanding  m  a  separate  department. 

CMereif,  That  Mr.  Wolcott  have  leave  of  absence. 

SATURDAY,  JprU  14,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamum,  Mr.  Hoflstgc< 
and  Mr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Vaman, 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  having  taken  into  eonsidenr 
tion  the  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty  of  the  28th  March  last,  respecdi^ 
the  conduct  of  John  Paul  Jones,  esq.  captain  in  the  navy,  do 

Resolve^  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  asserob/ed,  be 
given  to  capt  John  Paul  Jones,  for  the  zeal,  prudence,  and  intrepidity,  ttit|J 
which  he  hath  supported  the  honor  of  the  American  flag;  for hia bold isd 
auccessful  enterprizes  to  redeem  from  captivity  the  citizens  of  these  ^tttes, 
who  had  fallen  under  the  power  of  the  enemy ;  and  in  general  for  the  good 
conduct  and  eminent  services  by  which  he  has  added  lustre  to  his  chirsctex 
and  to  the  American  arms. 
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That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  also  g;iveii 
to  the  officers  and  men  who  have  faithfully  served  under  him  from  time  te 
time,  for  their  steady  affection  to  the  cause  of  their  country  and  the  braverj 
and  perseverance  they  have  manifested  therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Resolved^  That  the  commissioners  of  the  continental  loan-offices  in  the 
several  states  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  exchange  witli  the  trea- 
sarers  of  their  respective  states,  all  such  bills  of  credit  of  the  old  emissions 
as  now  are  or  may  come  into  their  hands^,  by  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange  or 
on  loan  for  bills  of  credit  of  the  new  emissions  issued  in  the  same  state,  in 
order  that  the  said  bills  of  the  old  emissions  may  be  drawn  out  of  circula- 
tion as  soon  as  possible. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  auditors  of  the  army  settle  all  accounts  for  monies  here- 
tofore advanced  by  officers  out  of  their  private  funds  for  their  regiments  or 
companies,  and  which  are  now  due  aereeably  to  the  scale  of  depreciation  es- 
tablished by  the  treasury  board,  and  give  certifcates  in  specie  of  the  sum 
due,  that  the  officers  entitled  thereto  may  receive  the  same  when  the  state  of 
the  Dublic  finances  will  admit  of  payment  thereof :  provided  that  no  charges 
be  allowed  by  the  said  auditors,  but  for  such  pay  or  articles  as  the  soldiers 
were  entitled  to  receive  by  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  which  were  not  sup- 
plied  by  the  United  States,  or  the  state  to  which  they  respectively  belonged. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 

That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  directed  to  enquire  into  and  report  to 
Congress,  the  cause  of  the  detention  of  the  prize-money  due  to  the  seamen 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  Europe  and  Amenca. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Adams, 


New-Bamptkbtt  Mr.  Sulfivsn, 
ALtMarkusettM,    Mr.  Adams, 

LoveU, 


Cotmeetieuip 
Pcnmybianuif 


ay>* 
nySay 


Wud, 
Mr.  Iluntington,    my  > 

Root,  ay  J  ^ 

Mr.  Clark,  ay  5 

Houston,  ayS  ' 

Mp.  Atlee,  "X  ?  av 

Clymer,  ayj  ' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


JkUaeart, 

Manftand, 
PtrgimOf 


GtwgiOf 


Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Mattliews, 

Bee, 

Motte, 
Mr.  Few, 

Howly, 


ayy» 


MONDAY,  A^l  16, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  coniimittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamuro,  Mr.  Clark«  and 
Mr.  Vandyke,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  board  of  war,  and 
the  pay-master  general  of  30th  March  last, 

JRewlved,  That  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  officers  returned  from  cap- 
tivity, the  auditors  consider  their  pay  to  the  first  of  August  last,  in  bills  of 
the  old  emissions,  agreeable  to  the  usual  mode  of  paying  the  army ;  and 
from  the  said  first  day  of  August,  till  such  officers  ret-urned  from  captivity  or 
rejoined  their  corps,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission  issued  agreeable  to  the  re« 
solution  pf  18th  March,  1780: 

That  subsistence*  money  be  allowed  to  the  said  officers,  at  the  rate  of  1 -6th 
of  a  dollar  per  ration,  in  specie ;  and  that  the  monies  paid  to  them  by  the 
commissary  of  prisoners,  pursuant  to  former  resolutions,  be  charged  as  so 
much  advanced. 

Beaoived,  That  the  states  who  have  not  considered  their  said  officers  in 
captivity,  in  setding  the  depreciation  accounts  of  their  lines  of  the  army,  re- 
ceive  and  adjust  their  demands  for  depreciation  in  the  same  manner  as 
though  they  had  i|ot  been  in  captivity. 
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Resolvttd,  That  the  demands  of  ofiicers  retiring  from  service  in  pureuaace 
of  the  last  reform  of  the  army,  and  who  were  not  attached  to  the  liue  of  ani 
particular  state,  whether  for  pay,  subsistence,  forage  or  depreciation,  be  &a- 
justed  by  the  auditor  of  the  army  ii)  some  one  of  the  departments  or  dis- 
tricts :  that  the  balances  respectively  due  be  certified  in  specie-value,  and 
duplicates  be  transmitted  to  the  board  of  treasury ;  that  in  settling  the  de 
^preciation  accounts,  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  ^th  of  June  last,  be 
considered  as  the  scale. 

Resolved^  That  all  warrants  issued  by  the  board  of  war,  in  favour  of  of- 
cers  returned  from  captivity,  for  specie,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  these  reso- 
lutions, be  recalled. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  26tli  March  last,  from  the  p- 
▼ernor  of  Vinsinia, 

Ordered^  That  governor  Jefferson  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of 
the  26th  March  last,  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  rules  established  by  tv 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  colonel  Oavia  to  exercise  aciui 
appointment  whilst  he  retains  his  rank  in  the  army. 

TUESDAY,  April  17, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

Resolved,  That  the  clothier- general,  before  he  enters  into  office,  shai* 
give  bond  in  such  sum  a&  the  board  of  treasury  sbail  think  safficieot,  vit!i 
two  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  due  penormaDce  of  his  office,  vbiti 
bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the  treasury-office. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  clothier-general ;  and,  the  billo^J 
being  taken,  Mr.  John  Moylan  was  elected,  having  been  previouslj  noai- 
nated  by  Mr.  Burke. 

WEDNESDAY,  April  18,  1781. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Wolcott,  ItaviQ; 
been  appointed  to  estimate  and  state  the  amount  of  the  debts  doe  fromttie 
Uoitecf  States,  with  the  necessary  estimates  for  the  current  ^ear,  as  w: 
as  can  be  done,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  respecme 
legislatures ;  and  having  brought  in  a  report,  the  same  was  twice  read,  de- 
bated by  paragraphs,  and  agreed  to.  (See  appendix.) 

Ordered,  'Fhat  copies  thereof  be  sent  to  the  several  states. 

THURSDAY,  AprU  19,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Doane,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-York,  inpj-' 
suance  of  instructions  from  his  constituents,  it  was  resolved  as  follows: 

Whereas  differences  have  arisen  between  quarter-masters  and  comnH* 
8arie8,and  persons  claiming  to  be  creditors  of  the  Unite<l  States,  forarticks 
furnished  by  or  taken  from  them,  and  for  services  performed  by  thea.H' 
which  no  vouchers  have  been  ^ven,  or  for  which  the  vouchers  may  be  1^^ 
or  havine  voucheiid  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  account  can  be  adjostedii 
either  of  the  departments  of  the  quarter-master  general  or  coBuni^^vJ' 
general ;  to  remedy  which, 

Resolved^  That  every  such  claim  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  have  been  si^ 
mitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  continental  commissioners  for  •oditii^''" 
adjusting  accounts,  and  by  them  certified,  shall,  by  the  quarter-imstef  i*' 
commissary,  be  allowed  and  may  be  paid,  or  certificates  given  for  ^^j^*^' 
in  like  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  26th  Aagvsfi  l*^' 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  l)iiAn<>  ^ : 
Wolcott,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  March  10th.in  tbei««^*J. 
behalf  of  the^.neral  court  of  MassachusetU,  was  taken  into  csoiid^'*^' 
9fid  the  same  being  read  twice,  was  agreed  tot 
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€hrdered.  That  a  copy  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  general  court  of  the 
eoromonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  answer  to  their  letter  of  10th  March  last. 

FRIDAY.  JprU  20,  1781.. 

The  delepte  for  the  state  of  New-York  laid  before  the  house  instructions 
from  the  legislature  of  that  state,  which  were  read  : 

(}rdered.  That  thej  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  £8th 
March,  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New-York : 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Sullivan  and 
Mr.  Motte,to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  colonel  Hazen,  and  a  letter 
of  March  Ist  from  general  Washington,  was  taken  into  consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Resobsjtd,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to 
nettle  and  adjust  the  depreciation  that  is  due  to  colonel  Moses  Hazen, 
the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  his  regiment  that  are  not  considered  as  a 
part  of  either  of  the  United  States'  quotas,  and  give  them  loan-office  certifi- 
c:ates  for  the  sums  that  may  be  found  due  to  them,  payable  in  three  years 
from  the  first  day  of  January  last,  with  interest;  the  depreciation  to  be  cal- 
culated by  the  same  scale  by  which  the  state  of  Massachusetts  calculated 
the  depreciation  due  to  the  troops  of  that  state. 

JResolved,  That  24  dollars,  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  be  paid  to  each 
Don-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier  belonging  to  colonel  Moses 
Hazen's  regiment,  who  is  not  considered  as  belonging  to  the  quota  of  any 
of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  colonel  Moses  Hazen's  regiment, 
be  paid  up  in  the  same  manner  the  battalions  belonging  to  the  respective 
states  are  paid,  and  be  supplied  with  clothing  in  the  same  proportion  that 
other  continental  troops  are  supplied. 

Besolved,  That  colonel  Hazen's  regiment  be  recruited  to  its  original  es- 
'  tablishment  so  soon  as  the  finances  of  the  United  States  will  admit  of  the 
same  being  done. 

Eesolvea,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  states  of  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania^ 
Delaware,  Maryland  and  Yirginia,  to  make  good  the  depreciation  of  the 
monthly  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  colonel  Moses  Hazen's 
regiment  that  are  considered  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  respective  states 
aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner  they  have  made  good  the  depreciation  to  tlie 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  battalion  belonging  to  tlie  lines  of  those  states 
respectively. 

SATURDAY,  JiprU  21,  1781- 

A  memorial  from  F.  Hopkinson,  treasurer  of  loans,  was  read : 

(hderedt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury ;  and  that 
the  board  of  treasury  take  order  and  give  directions  that  the  reifiainder  of 
the  emissions  of  May,  1777,  and  April,  1778,  which  are  yet  uncancelled 
and  undestroyedy  be  delivered  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  couui  and 
burn  the  same,  to  be  by  them  counted  and  burned  at  the  ollice  where  they 
are  now  counting  and  destroying  other  emissions  of  continental  currency ; 
and  that  Francis  Hopkinson,  treasurer  of  loans,  be  excused  from  further  at-* 
tendance  on  that  business. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Wolcott,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  13th  of  March  last,  from 
Mr.  Morris : 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  remove  from  office  or  employment,  for  incapacity,  negligence,  dis- 
'hooesty  or  other  misbehaviour,  such  persons,  nut  immediately  appointed   by 
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the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as  are  or  maj  be  officially  entrust- 
ed withy  and  immediately  employed  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  suppUei, 
stores  and  other  property ;  in  stating,  examining  and  passing  the  public  ac- 
counts, or  in  the  receipt  of  tlie  continental  revenues  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  of  the  said  persons  as  are  or  may  be  in  his  judgment  unnecessarji 
reporting  to  such  autliority,  board,  minister  or  office,  to  whom  it  may  belong 
to  supply  the  yacancy,  the  respective  names  of  the  persona  so  removed : 

That  ne  be  authonai^d  to  suspend  from  office  or  employment,  for  similir 
causes,  persons  officially  employed  and  entrusted  as  atoresaid,  immediatelT 
appointed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  reporting  forthwith 
their  names  and  the  reason  of  suspension  : 

Provided,  that  in  all  cases  where  any  of  the  persons  aforesaid,  are  or  may 
be  amenable  to  the  law  martial,  the  superintendent  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed,  if  he  shall  deem  it  most  expedient  for  the  pnbiic 
service,  to  put  them  in  arrest  by  order  in  writing,  and  to  apply  to  the  officer 
whose  duty  it  may  be,  to  order  a  court  martial ;  and  such  officer  is  hereby 
directed  to  order  proceedings  on  the  arrest  accordingly  : 

That  in  every  case  of  suspension,  all  pay  and  emoluments  cease  fron  the 
date  thereof,  unless  the  persons  suspended  be,  upon  trial,  acquitted  and  re- 
stored; and  the  superintendent  shall  have  power  to  supply  the  place  when  it 
may  be  necessary,  oy  a  temporary  appointment,  to  continue  until  the  persot 
suspended  be  restored  or  dismissed  : 

That  the  aforesaid  powers  shall  not  be  construed  to  interferls  with  the  mk, 
commission  or  military  duty  of  any  officer  in  the  line  of  the  army,  or  those 
who  may  be  duly  entrusted  with  money  for  secret  services  by  Congress,  or 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  septnte 
department : 

That  tlie  powers  aforesaid  be  exercised  dunngthe  pleaaore  of  Congren^ 
but  not  to  extend  beyond  the  duration  of  the  war : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Ordered,  That  Gzekiel  Cornell,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of 
war,  have  leave  of  absence  for  six  weeks  agreeably  to  his  request: 

That  the  said  £.  Cornell  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  visit  the  military 
stores  and  laboratory  to  the  eastward,  in  the  department  of  the  comiiiissary 
of  military  stores,  and  to  take  measures  for  removing  arms,  ammunition  soa 
stores  from  thence  to  the  main  army,  or  to  the  southward  ;  and  to  correct 
abuses  in  the  said  department,  agreeably  to  instructions  he  may  receive  from 
the  board  of  war  for  these  purposes. 

MONDAY,  Jpnl  23,  trsi. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  president  Wear,  of  New-Hampshire,  was  resi!) 
enclosing  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  to  authorize  theCoo- 
gress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  levy  a  duty  not  exceeding  five  per 
centum,  upon  goods  imported  into  and  prizes  condemned  within  that  oUte. 

WEDNESDAY,  JiprU  26.  1781. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Eveleigh,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  attended, 
and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter,  oi  the  21st  March,  from  brigadier-general  Moultrie,  to  the  dele- 
gates of  South -Carolina,  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  of  3 1st  March  from  Tho* 
mas  Hey  ward,  and  an  affidavit  of  Thomas  Johnson  and  James  M'Queen,re« 
lative  to  the  conduct  of  George  Ashby,  of  Salem,  a  commander  of  a  priftteer 
cutter,  who,  upon  capturing  the  schooner  Endeavour,  commanded  by  the 
above  named  T.  Johnson,  took,  as  is  therein  set  forth,  several  cases  oHi' 
^bors,  packages  and  bundles  of  clothes,  and  money,  the  property  of  ^ 
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consigned  to  g;entlemen,  'prisonerti  of  war,  vho  had  been  sent  from  Charles- 
ton to  St.  Augustine ;  anu  also  intercepted  and  refused  to  re-deliver  letters 
written  to  the  said  prisoners  bj  their  friends  and  near  relations : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letters  and  papers  be  transmitted  to  the  jgovemor 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Ma^sachunetts:  and  that  he  cause  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  charges  exhibited  against  captain  Ashby,  and  if»upon  enquirj, 
captain  Ashbj  shall  be  found  guilty  of  what  is  charged  against  him,  to 
cause  such  punishment  to  be  inflictecl  on  the  said  Ashbj  as  the  laws  of  the 
state  shall  authorize ;  and  that  the  governor  of  the  said  commonwealth  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  Congress,  the  result  of  such  enquiry. 

The  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  colonel  Moses 
Hazen,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  place  to  the  credit  of  colonel  Moses 
Hazen,  the  sum  of  13,386  2  90  of  a  dollar  specie,  being  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  money  due  to  him  to  the  1st  of  May  1781 ;  and  that  the  same 
bear  an  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  Ist  day  of 
May  next  aforesaid,  until  paid. 

THURSDAY,  Jlpril  26,  1781, 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  general  Washington,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  quarter-master  generalbe,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  appoint  colonel  Champion,  of  Newport,  a  barrack -master  to  the  French 
army ;  and  to  annex  to  that  office  a  salary,  not  exceeding  the  pay  of  an  assist- 
ant deputy  quarter-master. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  16th  March  last,  on  a  letter  of  I5th 
of  the  same  month  from  the  pay- master  general,  was  taken  into  consider4« 
tion;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  nay  of. captain-lieutenants  of  artillery,  and  of  lieute- 
Bants  and  seijeants  oMnfantry.  be  paid  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  at  tho 
Tate  fixed  for  the  pay  of  those  officers  and  non-commissioned  officersTespec- 
tively,  on  the  27th  day  of  May,  i778,  any  former  resolution  of  Congress  to 
the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding. 

The  board  of  treasury  reported  that  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  5th 
day  of  September  last,  they  have  prepared  loan-office  certificates  to  the 
amount  of  1,000,000  of  dollars  specie  value,  which  are  ready  to  be  sent  for- 
ward to  the  several  continental  loan-offices ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  several  continental  loan -offices 
issue  the  specie  certificates  ordered  by  the  resolution  of  the  5th  September, 
1780,  only  on  their  receiving  specie,  or  upon  the  order  of  Congress,  or  of  the 
board  of  treasury,  for  the  balance  of  accounts  liquidated  in  specie  value. 

On  motion  of  xMr.  M.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  cause  the  rampart  muskets  in  their  pos- 
session to  be  repaired  ;  and  f«»rward,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  the  exe- 
cutives of  the  states  of  Virginia  and  North-Carolina,  a  quantity  not  exceed- 
ing 2000,  to  each  state,  charging  to  the  said  states  respectively,  the  value  of 
(he  muskets,  with  the  expense  of  repairing  and  transporting  them. 

FRIDAY,  April  27,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  26th,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  John  Bradford,  continental  agent  at  Boston,  deliver  to  the 
quarter-master  general,  or  his  order,  all  the  duck  in  his  hands  belonging  to. 
tlie  United  2:>tates,  proper  for  tents. 

On  a  further  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  13th  March  from 
Robert  Morris, 

in  order  that  the  superintendent  of  finance  may  be  at  liberty  todtvotehi^ 
time  and  attention  to  the  mor<;  immediate  duties  of  effict. 
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Resolved,  That  he  be,  aod  herebj  is,  authorized  to  appoint  bj  letter  «f 
attorney,  or  otherwise,  such  person  or  persons  as  he  may  think  proper,  to 
prosecute  or  defend  for  him  in  his  official  capacity,  or  in  behalf  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  in  all  places  where  the  same  may  be  necessary : 

That  the  oath  of  office  to  be  taken  by  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  as  fol- 
lows :  I  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  I  will  truly  and  impartiallr  execote 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  which  I  am  appointed  ;  and  will,  in  all  respects,  discham  the  trust  repos- 
ed in  me  by  the  said  appointment,  with  fidelity,  justice,  and  integrity,  to  tki 
best  of  my  skill  and  understanding : 

That  the  form  of  the  commission  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  u 
follows : 

The  United  States  in  CongreM  aasembled,  to  Greeting : 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  fidelity,  diligence,  and 
ability,  have  constituted  and  appointed,  and  do  by  these  presents,  constiute 
and  appoint,  you  the  said  '    ,  to  be  superintendent  ct  the  finances  of  the 

United  States,  hereby  giving  and  granting  to  you  all  powers,  priTileges,  au- 
thorities, and  emoluments,  which  to  the  said  office  now  do  or  nereafter  maj 
belong  or  appertain. 
Witness  his  excellency,  Samuel  Iluntington,  president  of  Cong^res^  at  Philadelplua,  Ihe 
cLiy  of  in  the  year  of  our  Load  one  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  dj^faij' 

one,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

* 

SATURDAY,  Aptil  28,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  wai*  on  a  memorial  of  tlie  officers  of  col.Baldwin-s 
regiment  of  artificers,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  to  which  they  respectire- 
ly  belong,  to  make  up  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  according  to  the  real  nlae 
of  their  wages  at  the  time  ot  their  establishment,  to  the  officers  and  raea  wv 
or  late  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  commanded  by  col.  Baldwin. 

MONDAY,  April  SO,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  on  a  memorial  of  Elijah  Weed,  keeper  of 
the  state  prison,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  pay  of  the  keeper  of  the  state  prison,  and  the  officers 
employed  under  him,  be  fixed  in  specie,  as  follows: 

The  keeper,  two  dollars  per  day;  an  assistant,  one  dollar  per  day;  a 
turnkey,  2-3d8  of  a  dollar. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  2,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  1st,  from  the  board  of  war,  was  read,  informing  that,  by  the 
death  of  col.  Flower,  the  place  of  commissary-general  of  military  stores  if 
vacant. . 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Atlfe, 
Mr.  Walton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th  April,  from  brigtdicr- 
general  Moultrie,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  officers  belonging  to  the 
states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  to  Pulaski's  and  Armand'slegioo- 
ary  corps,  now  prisoners  in  Charleston  :  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  immediate  measures  for  remittio| 
to  Charleston  600  hogsheads  of  the  tobacco  now  in  the  commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  above  meptiooed 
prisoners  of  war,  and  such  of  the  militia  of  the  states  of  Soutb-Caroliaa  aoo 
Georgia,  as  were  actually  taken  in  arms,  and  remain  prisoners  of  war: 

That  the  board  of  war  appoint  a  proper  person  to  dispose  of  the  tobacco 
in  Charleston,  with  orders  to  render,  as  soon  as  may  be,  an  account  of  the 
tales,  to  be  lodged  with  the  board  of  treasury. 


JOURNALS  OF  CONGHESS,  1781.  **'' 


On  motion  i.f  Mr.  Duane, seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews,  .  *„. 

BaoivtA,  That  lieutenant-colonel  Ffeury  be  permitted  to  rwnain  on  lur 
lough  until  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct. 

FRIDAY,  Jfcy  4,  1781.  w    j  Mr 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane.  ^^'J^Vv^. 

BI^Td.to  wh!>m  was  referred  a  letter  of  Mar*h  I6th,  1780.  from  Dr. Frank 

lin,  and  a  memorial  of  Thomas  Hutchins :  ,     --„them 

i?«oit«d.  That  Thomas  Hutchins  be  appointed  ,f  «8«P''«' ^^J^Jr*S 

army,  with  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  are  allowed  to  the  geograpner  «. 

the  main  army.  „   ,^     _  ^_., 

MONDAY,  .Way  7,1781. 

A  letter,  of  April  26th,  from  J.  Beshon.  one  of  the  w^  board,  ««ttm 

department,  was  read,  requesting  leave  to  resign : 

Ordertd,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted.  .  ,     .. .  i«i.nca  of  ac- 

Ordmd.  That  the  specie  certificates  to  be  issued  f«' *«  ~;*"'^S  il 

counts  liquidated  in  specie  value,  pursuant  to  *e«!«'"*"?^  "V^^u^saie. 

of  April  Ust,  be  made  payable  in  one  year  from  the  time  of  issmng  the  same. 

TUESDAY,  Jfay  8, 1781 . 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war.  on  the  memorial  of  the  B«v.  Mr.  Bogers, 
was  taken  into  consideration ;  and,  thereupon,  .  .      --Aorixed 

JReso/i^ed.  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  *»«'*{' fJ^W 
and  directed  to  arrange  the  brigade  chaplains  »f  t^*  »«'«"lK'^*V"^J£rt 
in^with  the  army,  and  the  commanding  general. of  the  souAern  ""J  "Jj 
of  the  line  serving  with  that  army ;  so  as  to  retoin  in  service  no  more  chap 
lains  of  each  liae  than  are  equal  to  the  number  of  bngadw:^ 

That  every  eftaplain  deeme«l  and  certified  to  the  board  of  war  to  tasopw 
nnroefarT,  be  no  longer  continued  in  service,  and  be  entitled  to  have  tnew 
depreciation  made  good,  and  to  the  half-pay  <»jf  "P*"'"/"'  "Jul  ««mmander 

X  report  of  the  bSaiil  of  war  on  the  letter  of  the  Ist,  from  the  coamandet 

in  chief,  was  read ;  Whereupon,  „.  ^  r    i*..4:«u.li*inc. 

Reeved.  That  the  commaliding  general  at  West-Potnt.  for  *«  t'"»«^^» 

receive  the  extra  allowance  granted  by  Congress  to  an  officer  tsommanoing  » 

separate  department,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  ^^^ 

RatAved,  That  the  state  of  Connecticut  be  requested  to  '•■••^•^-'•^ 

ble  exertion  to  re-mount  col.  Sheldon's  regiment,  and  to  «|«R  J**"*  ^^ 

such  accoutremento  as  they  can  furnish  them  with,  to  enable  them  to  »«• 

The  president  informed  the  house  that  he  was  under  a  necessity  to  returt 
home,  and  therefore  desired  leave  of  absence ;  Whereupon,        • 
Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  prenoeni. 

THURSDAY,  May  10, 1781. 
Beaolvtd,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  electing  a  president  be  postponed. 

MONDAY.  May  14.  1781. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  a  del^ate  for  Maryland,  attended  and  took  his  ""tv.      . 

Mr.  LivernJore.  a lelegate  for -^ew-Hampshire,  attended  and  produced 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read.  .«„»„♦,««* 

A  letter,  of  the  14th.  from  R.  MorrU,  was  read,  signifying  his  acceptanc* 
of  the  office  of  superintendent  of  finance.  .«    »■    j 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Bland, 
and  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  8th,  from  genersi 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  eamestty  recommeoded  to  the  executive  authonty  m 
the  several  states,  from  New* Hampshire  to  Pennsylvania.  indoMve,  to  for* 
ward  on  to  each  place,  as  the  quarter-  master  general  shall  direct,  at  the  eipeuM 
ot  the  respective  states,  in  the  first  instance,  all  such  supplies  of  profisionstt 
they  have  been  called  upon  to  furnish  by  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  4tk 
November  last ;  and  that  all  such  necessary  expense  as  any  of  the  said  states 
are  at  in  transportinfc  the  provisions  aforesiud,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  states  respectively. 

TUESDAY,  May  15,  1781. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  8th,  from  gen.  Washington,  deli?ered 
in  a  further  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  coinnttD* 
der  in  chief  ten  of  the  heavy  cannon  imported  for  the  seventy -four  gun  ship 
at  Portsmouth,  for  the  use  of  the  garrison  at  Rhode-Island. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  hospital  depirtroeot 
for  the  southern  army,  and  the  ballots  beine  taken.  Dr.  David  Oliphant  vu 
elected  deputy  director  ;  Peter  Fayssou  chief  physician  of  the  hospital ;  James 
Brown  chief  physician  of  the  army ;  Robert  Johnston  and  William  Reed, 
hospital  physicians  ;  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Matthews. 

A  report  of  the  medical  committee  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  llVher^ 
upon, 

Betotvedj  That  all  such  officers  of  the  medical  department,  appointed  qb- 
der  thedirectoriihip  of  Dr.  Oliphant,  as  are  now  in  captivity  in  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  and  have  the  charge  of  the  sick  prisoners  in  tho$e  states, 
be  continued  in  their  respective  oflices  as  heretofore,  and  be  consiiiemi  u 
vested  with  the  same  power,  and  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and  enoiB- 
ments,  as  they  had  and  enjoyed  before  their  captivity,  to  extend  no  further 
than  to  the  troops  and  hospitals  within  the  enemy ^s  lines. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Blaitd,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr. 
Vandyke,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Madison, 

Ordei'td,  Ttiat  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  John  Pierce,  pay -master ^nenl« 
upon  the  loan-offices  of  the  states  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  ia 
bdls  of  the  new  emission,  arising  from  the  four-tenths  of  the  10,000,000  is- 
sued  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  irHO,  and  that  the  same  be 
applied  to  the  paying  the  lines  of  the  said  states  respectively,  viz.  od  tix 
.  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  for 
25,863  dollars;  on  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-offite  for  the 
atHte  of  Maryland,  for  125,143  dollars ;  and  on  that  for  the  state  of  Vir;^iDii, 
for  ^37,279  dollars ;  for  which  sums  the  said  J.  Pierce,  pay -master  geueni, 
18  to  be  accountable. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  16,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  16th,  from  £.  Forinan,  was  read  ;  Whereuponi 
The  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Hfr. 
Root,  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  exhibited  by  the  treasurer  ofituH 
against  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury,  together  with  the  re|¥)ru 
of  the  committee  on  that  subject,  was  called  for ;  and  the  same  being  reii 
was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

the  report  is  as  follows  :  **  That  on  the  first  of  April,  1780,  the  tmsBrj 
board,  consisting  of  two  members  of  Congress  and  one  commissioner,  onirr- 
ed  the  following  advertisement  to  be  published,  viz.  **  For  the  information*^ 
auch  |)ersons  as  have  business  with  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  United  .States 
notice  is  given,  that  Uie  hours  appointed  to  receive  applicatioos,  are  fmo 
twelve  at  noon  to  two,  and  from  four  to  five  in  the  afternoon :"  am/  oa  tht 
d4th  June,  1780,  the  treasury  board,  cQnsistiiig  of  two  members (tfCtit^i^*;^' 
and  three  cummissiunera,  ordered  that  the  treaauror  of  loans  trauiMait  ^^^ 
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board  of  treasury  all  applications  from  the  several  loan -offices  for  loan-office 
certificates,  bills  of  eichange,  or  other  thing  appertaining  to  their  respective 
offices,  or  certified  copies  of  such  applications.  Your  committee  find  that 
the  establishment  of  the  aforesaid  rcKulations*  which  appear  to  have  been 
adopted  for  eood.  purposes,  and  the  endeavors  of  the  commissioners  to  carrjr 
tliem  into  effect,  gave  rise  to  the  imputation  of  undue  pride  and  insolence  of 
office  contained  in  the  first  article.  With  respect  to  the  second  article  of 
charge,  for  issuing  absurd  and  incorrect  orders,  jour  committee  find  that  the 
mistakes  and  errors  referred  to,  were  timelj  rectified  without  any  injury  to 
the  public,  appear  to  have  been  accidental,  and  mostly  owing  to  some  inaccu* 
racies  in  the  official  returns  made  to  the  b<iard. 

**  Your  committee  further  find,  that  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  the  many 
large  drafts  upon  it,  often  make  it  necessary,  in  particular  emergencies,  that 
preference  should  be  given  to  some  warrants  in  order  to 'save  the  public  from 
suffering  the  most  essential  injury  ;  and  that  the  lioard  of  treasury,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  did  exercise  a  controling  power  over  payments  at  the 
treasury,  which  appears  to  be  the  ground  of  the  charge  contained  in  the 
tliird  article. 

**  Your  committee  further  find,  that  the  treasurer  of  loans,  pursuant  to  the 
orders  of  the  board  of  treasury,  made  return  of  all  loan-office  certificates  re- 
ceived and  issued  by  him,  with  the  times  when,  and  persons  to  whom,  and 
also  of  all  those  which  remained  on  hand,  which  return  is  dated  the  17th  of 
March,  1780:  that  one  of  the  commissioners  afterwards  made  this  entry  at 
the  foot  of  one  of  the  columns  of  200  dollars,  viz.  <«  March  29th,  So.  Ca.  250 1^ 
vhich  appears  to  have  been  done  without  any  design  or  scarcely  a  possi- 
bility ot  injuring  any  person  thereby,  but  merely  fur  the  purpose  of  having 
the  whole  in  one  view  ;  which  is  all  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  4th  article, 
which  is  for  interlining  and  altering  accounts  filed  in  the  records  of  their 
office. 

<^  Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  none  of  the  articles 
of  charge  aforesaid  against  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury  are 
Bupported^aud  that  they  ought  to  be  acquitted  therefrom. 

THURSDA  Y,  .Vay  17,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from 
the  honorable  minister  of  France,  was  taken  into  consderation ;  Whereupony 
it  was  resolved  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  honorable  the  minister  of  France  hath  represented  to  us  that 
the  precautions  pointed  out  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  11th  Novem* 
ber,  1780,  are  insufficient  to  prevent  the  abuse  which  the  British  may  make 
of  papers  or  clearances  they  may  take  in  American  prizes',  if  confined  to  ves- 
hth  %(  war^  and  not  eijtended  to  merchant  vessels,  and  in  general  all  vessels 
despatched  from  the  United  States ;  therefore, 

Hesolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  lej;islature8  of 
the  several  states,  tfiat  they  enact  laws  as  soon  as  may  be,  ordenngthe  naval 
officers  in  their  respective  ports,  to  require  the  master  and  chief  mate  of  all 
vessels,  unarmed  as  well  as  armed,  which  shall  be  despatched  from  their 
respective  ports,  to  und^rsisn  their  clearances  in  the  presence  of  the  naval 
officer  of  the  port ;  who  is  also  to  insert  on  the  back  of  the  clearance,  a  mi- 
DUte  description  of  the  persons  of  the  master  and  his  mate,  with  their  a^ 
stature,  completion,  &c.  respectively,  and  to  certify  the  same  under  his  sig- 
nature and  seAl  of  office. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  letters  end  papers  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Dericks,  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  lieot  col.  Dericks  be  informed,  that  although  Congrese 
have  received  the  mtet  satisfactory  proofs  of  his  seal  and  capacity  to  serre 
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these  United  States,  it  is  impracticable  to  emploj  him  in  the  senrice  ef  thcift 
states  consitteot  with  the  arrangement  of  the  army  i  that  his  accouat  forpij 
and  subsistence  be  settled  br  the  board  of  treasury  in  specie  vahie,  sp  ti 
tiiis  day ;  and  that  the  boara  of  treasury  take  order  for  the  payment  ottk 
kalance  that  shall  be  found  due  to  him»  together  with  a  sum  equal  to  mc 
year's  pay  ;  and  that  from  henceforward  he  be  no  longer  entitled  to  pij 
and  subsistence,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  December  S9tb,  1779. 

The  report  of  tne  committee  of  commerce,  on  the  acconata  of  Stephen  Ce- 
roniot  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  ^^  hereupon » 

Ordindj  I'hat  the  board  of  treasury  pass  55,650  liTrea  of  St.  DomiagSito 
the  credit  of  Stephen  Ceronio,  being  the  balance  of  his  accounts  as  cooti* 
aental  agent  at  the  Cape,  to  bear  an  interest  of  six  percent,  per  annamfnu 
this  day  until  paid. 

FRIDAY,  .May  18,  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones, 
That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  transmit  to  brigadier- 
general  Wayne,  copies  of  the  intelligence  received  Testerdaj,  relating  to  the 
sailing  of  the  British  fleet  from  New-York;  and  that  gen.  Wayne  be,  lod 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed,  in  case  the  supplies  of  proYisinns  asd 
foragre,  necessary  for  the  immediate  march  of  the  detachment  under  his  con- 
inand  to  the  southern  department  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained,  to  imprea 
the  same,  and  to  report  tne  amount  thereof  to  the  execotiTes  of  the  statei 
Within  which  the  same  shall  be  taken ;  such  states  to  be  credited  therefor  u 
part  of  the  speciiGc  supplies  due  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  J.  Jones* 


N^BsmpMrtp  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Li?ermore^ 
MtMothuMiUt  Mr.  Lovell, 

Ward, 
BkbA^UUmd^    Mr.Vamum, 
CmuiecUaU^      Mr.  Huntington, 
PemuyhjoniOt  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 
T.  Smitii, 
MiayUmdt         Mr.  Carroll, 

Jenifer, 


»y>.* 


no) 

noi 


Vw^ma^ 


S,' Carolina, 


Mr.  Jotte% 

Madiaon^ 

Bland, 

M.  Smith, 
Ifr.  Sharpe, 

Johnaon, 
Mr.  Matthewi^ 

Bee, 

Eveleigb, 
Mr.  Few, 

Howly» 


8o  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MONDAY,  Ma^  21,  irSl. 

On  the  tBport  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Varaam  vd 
Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Hth,  from  major-gen.  Gates: 

B^Molvedt  That  the  resolutions  of  the  5th  of  October  last,  directing  tcoort 
of  enquiry  to  be  held  on  the  conduct  of  major-genera^i^Gates,  as  coniiuti<ief 
of  the  southern  army ;  and  directing  the  commander  in  chief  to  appoint  ts 
dBce^  to  command  the  southern  army  in  the  room  of  general  Gates,  sstil 
*uch  enquiry  be  msde;  did  not  operate  as  a  suspension  of  genenl  Gates 
from  his  command  in  the  line  of  the  army  at  large,  as  a  major-general ;  io^ 
as  from  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  southern  department,  such  cosrt  of 
enquiry  cannot  be  speedily  held,  that  major-general  Gates  be  informed,  thit 
he  is  at  liberty  to  repair  to  head-quarters,  and  take  such  coounand  tf  ^ 
commander  in  chief  shall  direct. 

TUESDAY,  May  22,  irSl. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.Sttlliran, 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Clymer,  appointed  to  devise  further  ways  and  nieaos^ 

carry  on  the  present  campaign,  &c.  was  taken  into  consideration ;  sod  the 

elauae  being  under  debatUp  where  the  states  are  to  be  infiMnned,  ••Thiii^*' 


jouhnaya  op  conorbss,  itm.- 


<8t 


asmm 


expected  thej  will  severallj  direct  their  treii#urer»to  accept  the  bills  that 
may  be  drawn  upon  them  bj  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as 
presented,  and  take  efEBctnal  measnres  to  enable  their  respective  treasorere 
to  pa  J  them  punctual  I  j  as  they  become  due,  ^  in  real  efficient  money*  that 
is  to  say,  either  in  silver  and  gold,  or  in  paper  equivalent  thereto,  according 
to  the  common  rate  or  difference  between  such  paper  and  silver  in  the  course 
of  dealings  in  their  respective  states  at  the  time  of  payment" 

Oo  the  question  to  agree  to  the  latter* part  of  this  clause,  from  the  word 
»  due**  to  the  end,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  T.  Smith, 

N.'HBunpthire,   Mr.  SuUiran, 

LiveniMire^ 
Mamatkntau^  llr.  Lovell, 

Waid, 
ConneeHeiUf      Mr.  Huntington, 
New-Jtraey^       Mr.  Withenpoon, 
Penafuyhaniot  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 

T.  Smith, 
Marytandt         Mr.  Jenifer, 

Carroll, 


>no 

r- 

ayVay 

•yj 

^no 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


no 

DO 


Qtorgia, 


Mr.  Jonet, 
Madison, 
Bhnd, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Johnston, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
Motte, 
Eveleij^ 

Mr.  Walton, 
Few, 
Ilowly, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative* 

The  report  being  farther  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

BwAved^  That  the  whole  debts  already  due  by  the  United  States,  be  1i- 

Siidated  as  soon  as  may  be  to  their  specie  value,  and  funded,  if  agreeable  to 
e  creditors,  as  a  loan  upon  interest :  that  the  states  be  severally  informed, 
that  the  calculations  of  the  expenses  of  the  present  campaign  are  made  in 
solid  coin,  and  consequently  that  the  requisitions  from  tnem  respectively, 
being  grounded  on  those  calculations,  must  be  complied  with  in  such  manner 
as  effectually  to  answer  the  purpose  designed:  that  experience  having  evin- 
ced the  inemcacy  of  all  attempts  to  support  the  credit  of  paper-money  by 
compulsory  acts,  it  is  recommended  to  such  states,  where  laws  making  pa- 
per Dills  a  tender  yet  exist,  to  repeal  the  same : 

That  the  states  be  further  informed,  that  the  exigency  and  situation  of 
public  affairs  is  such,  that  any  further  delay  in  complying  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  Congress  must  prove  ruinous ;  and  that  tiierefore  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States  is  directed  immediately  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurers 
of  the  several  states,  payable  at  thirty  days  sight,  for  their  respective  quotas 
of  the  3,000,000  of  dollars,  called  for  on  the  26th  day  of  August,  irSO,  and 
which  was  to  have  been  paid  into  the  continental  treasury  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  December  last ;  and  that  he  will  in  like  manner  continue  to  draw 
onlers  on  them  for  their  respective  quotas  of  the  sums  called  for  by  the  acts 
of  the  4th  November  and  16th  March  last,  as  they  become  due  ;  and  that  it 
is  expected  the  states  will  severallv  direct  their  treasurers  to  accept  those 
orders  as  soon  as  presented,  and  take  effectual  measures  to  enable  their  re- 
spective treasurerft  to  pay  them  punctually  as  they  become  due: 

That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  estimate  the 
supplies  of  the  northern  and  southern  army  in  rations,  specifying  of  what  a 
ration  is  to  consist;  and  that  proposals  be  taken  in  for  supplying  these  at  a 
stipulated  pricet  in  gold  and  silver,  by  a  contract  or  contracts,  from  the  1st 
of  July  next  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1782 : 

That  a  right  be  made  out  to  the  contractor  or  contractors,  to  receive  the 
specific  supplies  required  by  Congress,  at  such  price  as  shall  be  agreed  on, 
in  part  payment  of  the  stipulations  in  the  contracts. 

IVEDNESDAY,  JKxy  23,  1781. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr. 
Howly,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  vrar,  was  taken  into  coa«ido- 
mtion;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree. 


<ii 
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That  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  to  remove  the  conTention  priionm, 
to  such  place  or  places  in  the  commonwealth  of  MasMichosetta  u  thej  ihall 
think  proper,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr.  Ward, 


Virginia» 


N.-CanihUf 


51. 


Gtorpa. 


Ifr.Jooo^ 
Madisoi^ 
Bland, 

Mr.Sharpc^ 


Ifi'Hamjmhiref  llr.  SuBivgn, 

LivermoK^ 
Maa§aeku9ett$9  Mr.  Lovell, 

Mhotk'ltUmd,    Mr.  Vamum, 
Connedieuif       Mr.  Huiitinjltoii, 
Penntjflvania,  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 

T.  Smith, 
Maryland,        Mr.  Jenifer, 

CuToUi, 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cljner. 

That  the  board  of  war  take  order  to  remove  the  convention  troops,  id  sod 
manner  and  to  such  place  as  they  think  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  tiie 
nniop  in  general. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland, 


Mr.  Matthew^ 

Bee, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Few, 

Howly, 


y-Hampthire,    Mr.  Sullivan 

livermore, 
MaataekuBeUMf  Mr.Lov^U, 

Ward, 
Bhttde^hkmd^    Mr.  Yamuni, 
Connecticut^      Mr.  Huntingtoiv 
FemuyhKmia,  Mr.AUee, 

Clyoier, 
T.  Smith, 
Maryland,         Mr.  Carroll, 

Jenifer, 


7,h 

av>  ♦ 

ay>ay 

ay  1 

7yh 


Virffinim, 
N.'CoproSna, 

Georfia, 


Mr.  Jones, 

Ittadiaon, 

Bland 

M.  8nuth» 
Mr.Sharpe, 

JohiuoB, 

Mr.Matthewib 


Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Few, 
Howly, 


•I' 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Besolved,  That  the  states  through  which  they  may  pass,  be  requested  ti 
furnish  the  necessary  guards,  and  to  supply  the  said  prisoners  and  guirdi 
with  provisioos  through  their  respective  states  to  the  place  or  places  to  wbki 
they  are  removed. 

THURSDAY,  May  24,  1781- 

A  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty  on  the  petition  of  Dnmaiae  vi 
Lyon,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

JUiolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  be  transmitted  to  the  miniclff 
plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of  Spain ;  and  that  hett 
directed  to  represent  the  matter  to  the  said  court,  and  take  such  measaresis 
he  mayiudge  expedient  to  obtain  an  order  to  the  judge  of  the  adminltrff 
Tenenflle,  to  deliver  the  whole  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  prize  tkereiB 
mentioned,  to  the  owners  of  the  brigantine  Brilliant,  their  agent  or  attonie;i 
for  the  use  of  the  said  owners  and  the  captors. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Cirral). 
Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  22d  April  from  najor-geoeni 
the  marquis  de  lay  Fayette  : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  just  sense  ot  the  patriotic  sad  tiae- 
ly  exertions  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  who  so  generovsij  iupplieil  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  about  SOOO  guinea^  to  enable  him  to  forward  tU 
detachment  under  his  command : 

That  the  maiHjuis  de  la  Fayette  be  assured  that  Conf^ress  will  take  proper 
measures  to  dischai^  the  engagements  he  has  entered  into  with  the  aerchiat^ 

FRIDAY,  May  25, 1781. 
Ordered,  That  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Hagan  be  accepted. 
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On  tlie  report  ut  a  cominitteey  cuiisi^iiDg  of  Mr.  Jcmeii,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Sal- 
livan,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  frutn  gov.  Lee,  of  Maryland^  of  the  10th : 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  take  measures  for  obtaining  permission 
to  send  into  New-York  and  Charleston,  at  die  common  expense,  such 
quantities  of  tobacco  as  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  arrears  due  from 
tlie  American  prisoners,  who  have  been  or  are  now  in  confinement,  and  for 
the  future  support  of  such  as  now  are  or  hereafter  maj  be  in  the  power  of 
the  enemy  ;  and  report,  from  time  to  time,  the  quantities  of  tobacco  neces- 
sary for  these  purposes. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  admiralty  assign  to  Samuel  Hodgdon,  assist- 
^t -commissary  general  of  military  stores,  the  bond  or  note  given  for  the 
purchase -money  of  the  cannon  sold  to  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia ) 
and  that  the  said  Samuel  Hodgdon  collect  and  pay  the  monies  due  thereon, 
to  the  iron-masters  who  have  cast  shot  and  shells  for  the  United  States,  ia 
proportion  to  their  respective  demands. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consistinij  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Yaraum) 
Mr.  Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Utter  of  20th  December  last,  from  tht 
commander  in  chief : 

Besolved,  That  battalion  promotions  in  the  infantry,  to  the  rank  of  com- 
manding-officer inclusive,  where  such  battalion  is  annexed  to  any  state,  shall 
be  in  the  line  of  such  sta^e : 

That  in  regiments  of  infantry  or  legionary  corps,  not  annexed  to  parti- 
cular states,  promotions  to  the  rank  ofcommsnding-officer  inclusive,  be  regi- 
mental or  legionary  ; 

That  promotions  in  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  be  regimental  to  the  rank  of 
coiumanding-ufficer  mclusive : 

lliat  tiie  promoting  of  battalion  officers  to  the  rank  of  brigadiers,  becon** 
fined  to  the  following  districts,  in  each  of  which  brigadiers,  when  necessary, 
shall  be  made  from  the  senior  officer  of  that  district,  without  regard  to  any 
particular  state : 

That  New -Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  be  entitled  to  four  brigadiers; 
Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut,  two  brigadiers ;  New-York  and  New-Jersey, 
including  colonel  HazenV  regiment,  two  brigadiers;  Pennsylvania,  two 
brigadiers;  Delaware  and  Maryland,  two  brigadiers ;  Virginia,  three  brig- 
adiers ;  North-Carolina,  one  brigadier ;  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  one 
brigadier  : 

1  hat  whenever  a  brigadier  shall  be  wanting  for  the  troops  of  either  of 
those  districts,  he  shall  be  made  from  the  senior  battalion  officer  without  re- 
garding the  state  to  which  he  belongs: 

That  in  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  brigadiers  shall  be  madtefrom  the  eldest 
regimental -officers  in  tliose  corps  respectively: 

That  major-generals  shall  be  made  from  the  eldest  brigadiers  in  the  army» 
whether  belonging  to  the  infantry,  cavalry  or  artillery  : 

That  all  brigadiers  hereafter  to  be  made,  shall  have  relative  rank  respect- 
ing each  other,  agreeable  to  the  date  of  their  last  battalion  commission* 
pnority  of  appointment  notwithstanding  : 

That  Tencii  Tilghman,  esq.  receive  the  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel 
in  the  line  of  the  army  and  take  rank  from  the  1st  April,  1777  : 

That  Dr.  James  M* Henry  receive  the  commission  of  major  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  rank  from  the  30th  of  October  last: 

That  officers  not  annexed  to  any  line,  serving  in  the  family  of  the  com- 
mander in  chiefi  and  those  serving  as  aids-de-camp  with  other  general  officers, 
retain  the  rank  they  now  hold,  auti  shall  be  eligible  to  command  upon  detach- 
ments when  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commanding-officer  of  a  department, 
shall  think  proper : 
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That  all  officers  who  are  hostages,  and  are  liable  to  be  called  forb?  the 
enemy,  and  are  not  continued  in  the  line  of  anj  state*  shall  be  entitiedto 
their  full  pay  until  redeemed,  and  tobalf-paj  for  life  afterwards,  id  the  ssme 
manner  as  omcers  of  equal  rank  reduced  bj  the  late  arrangement :  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  states,  in  the  Kne  of  which  th^j  were 
at  the  time  of  their  becoming  hostages,  to  make  good  to  them  their  depreda- 
tion, and  also  to  pay  them  such  sums  as  are  or  may  become  doe  to  then,  tad 
charge  the  same  to  the  United  States : 

That  lieutenant-colonels  commandants  of  battalions  be  not  considered  ii 
different  grades  from  other  lieutenant-colonels  of  the  line. 

SATURDAY,  May  26,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Withecspoon,  Mr.  Solli- 
van,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Cljraer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Mr*  H 
Morris,  with  the  plan  of  a  bank : 

Beaolvedt  That  Congress  do  not  approve  of  the*plan  for  establishing t 

*  Flan  for  establMng  a  national  batik  far  tkt  United  Suum  of^mihJimoiea, 

L  That  a  subscription  be  opened  for  400,000  dollar^  in  shares  of  400  doBan  tM^k 
be  paid  in  gold  or  silver. 

IL  That  tlie  subscription  be  paid  into  the  haod»  of  Geoige  Clymer  and  John  Kwok 
esqra.  or  their  agents. 

111.  That  every  subscriber  of  less  than  five  shares^  pay  the  whole  sum  on  the  day  of  ks 
Aubscription. 

.  lY.  That  eveiy  subscriber  of  five  shSrei^  or  tipwaid%  pay  one-half  tfac  sun  on  the  dr 
of  his  siibscHptJon,  and  the  other  half  witmn  three  noontlui  of  that  day. 

y.  That  every  holder  of  a  share  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  by  himself  his  agent,  or 
proxy  property  appointed,  at  all  elections  of  directors,  and  that  he  have  as  many  votes  li 
ne  holds  shares ;  and  that  every  subscriber  may  sell  or  transler  his  share  or  duim  it  to 
pleasure,  the  transfer  beinr  made  in  the  bank  booki^  in  preaenee  and  with  the  i^pfobitioi 
(vf  the  proprietor,  or  hia  uwful  attorney,  the  purchaser  then  to  become  estiUed  to  die 
light  of  voting,  &c. 

VI.  That  there  be  twelve  directors  chosen  from  among  those  entitled  to  vote^  vk^at 
their  first  meeting;  sliall  chouse  one  as  president. 

VII.  Tliat  tliere  be  a  meeting  of  tlie  directors  quartetiy,  for  the  purpose  of  regti!^ 
the  atiairs  of  tlie  bank ;  any  seven  of  the  directon  to  ndake  a  board,  aod  tiwt  the  boon 
have  power  to  adjourn  fi^m  time  to  time. 

Vni.  Hiat  the  board  of  directors  determine  the  manner  of  doing  bomea^  %nd  the  nb 
and  forms  to  be  pursued,  appoint  the  various  officers  which  they  may  find  necessuy,  »d 
dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of  the  bank  for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  prc>pri^ 
tors,  and  make,  from  time  |;o  time,  such  dindends,  out  of  the  profits,  as  they  ma^  think 
pvcper. 

.  IX.  That  tlie  board  be  empowered,  fit^m  time  to  time,  to  open  new  8ubsci^rtios%  fa 
ilie  purpose  of  increasing  the  capital  of  the  bank,  on  such  terms  and  conditioosa<  tbtj 
shall  think  proper. 

X.  That  the  board  shall  at  every  quarterly  meeting,  choose  two  directors  to  inspect  ao(i 
control  the  business  of  the  bank  for  the  ensuing  three  montfia. 
.  XI.  That  the  inspectore  so  chosen,  shall  on  the  evening  of  eveiy  dsgr*  SundiTS  except- 
ed, deliver  to  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  America,  a  state  of  the  carii  aocotf 
and  of  the  notes  issued  and  received. 

XII.  That  the  bank  notes,  payable  on  demand,  shall  bv  law  be  made  receintble  a  ^ 
duties  and  taxes  of  every  state  in  the  union,  and  fit>m  the  respective  states  by  the  tfOr 
iury  of  the  United  States  as  specie. 

XIII.  lliat  the  siaperintendent  af  the  finances  of  America  shall  have  a  right,  at  sD  tivn» 
to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  have  access  to  all  tk 
books  and  papers. 

XrV.  That  any  director  or  officer  of  the  bank,  who  shall  convert  any  of  the  propertr, 
monies  or  credits  thereof  to  his  own  use,  or  shall  any  other  way  be  guihy  of  fiiiid  or  fEh 
bezidcment,  shall  ibifeit  all  lus  shaie  or  stock  to  the  company. 

XV.  lliat  Uw^s  shall  be  passed  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  ciagff  to  cmBC 
8uch  trand  or  embez/lement, 

XVI.  Tliat  the  subscribers  shall  be  incorpdmted  under  the  name  of  «thcpK«k»ti 
dircctoi-s  and  company  of  the  bank  of  North  America." 

XVII.  That  none  of  the  directors  ahull  be  entitled  to  anj  peconiaiy  advsntage  Ar  hff 
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national  bank  in  these  United  States,  submitted  to  their  consideration  by 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  the  17th  May,  1781 ;  and  thatthey  will  promote  and  support 
the  same  by  such  way^  and  means,  from  time  to  time,  as  may  appear  neces- 
sary for  the  institution  and  consistent  with  the  public  good : 

That  the  subscribers  to  the  said  bank  shall  be  incorporated  agreeably  to 
the  principles  and  terms  of  the  plan,  under  the  name  of  "  the  president^ 
cUrtectors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  North -America,"  so  soon  as  the  sub- 
scription shall  be  nlled,  the  directors  and  president  chosen,  and  application 
for  that  purpose  made  to  Coneress  by  the  president  and  directors  elected. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  wis  paragraph,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
bj  Mr.  T.  Smith, 


If.'HEKmpJnrty  Mr.  Sullivin, 

livermore, 
MaJUa/JttoettMt    Mr.  Lovell, 

Ward, 
Hhode-hUmd,    Mr.  Yunum, 
Connecticut^       Mr.  Huntington, 
Nkm-Jenegt       Mr.  Witherspoon, 

Hoiistoi^ 
PemuyhtmiOt  Mr.  Clymer, 

T.  Smith, 
Maryland,         Mr.  Jerufer, 

Carroll, 


%Vy 


Vapnta, 


S^-CaruUnOt 


Creorgiot 


Mr.  Jones, 
MadisoDf 
Bland, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Johnson, 

Mr.  Matthew^ 
jdcc, 
Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Few, 
Howly, 


•7 

no 

»y 

ay 


»y 


ay^ 

ayWy 
ay3 

ayl 
ayjay 
ayj        * 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmatiYe. 

Hesolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  theseTeral  states  by  proper  laws  for 
that  purpose,  to  provide  that  no  other  bank  or  bankers  shall  be  established  or 
permitted  within  the  said  states  respectively  during  the  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  notes  hereafter  to  be  issued  by  the  said  bank,  payable 
on  demand,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  taxes,  duties  and  debts 
due,  or  that  may  become  due  or  payable  to  the  United  States : 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  recommend  to  the  several  legislatures  to 
pass  laws,  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  cler^,  for  any  person  to 
counterfeit  bank  notes,  or  to  pass  such  notes,  knowing  tnem  to  be  counterfeit; 
a\so  making  it  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy,  for  any  president,  inspector^ 
director,  officer  or  servant  of  the  bank,  to  convert  any  of  the  property,  mo- 
ney or  credit  of  the  said  bank  to  his  own  use,  or  in  any  other  way  to  be 
guilty  of  fraud  or  embezzlement  as  an  officer  or  servant  of  the  bank. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  m)m  major-general  Greene : 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  major-general  Greene's  letter  of  2dd  April,  be 
transmitted  to  the  executives  of  the  states  from  New-Hampshire  to  New- 
Jersey,  both  inclusive ;  that  the  said  states  respectively  may  have  before 
them,  as  fully  as  the  same  is  communicated  to  Congress,  the  dangerous  situ- 
ation of  the  southern  states ;  and  from  a  knowledge  of  their  circumstances, 
and  consideration  of  their  distress,  may  be  prompted  to  make  the  utmost 
exertions  for  sending  forward  to  the  main  army  their  quotas  of  men,  agreea- 
bly to  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  3d  and  2 1st  day  of  October  last, 
whereby  alone  the  commander  in  chief  can  be  enabled  to  give  effectual  suc- 
cour to  the  southern  states  and  prosecute  with  vigour  the  operations  of  the 
ensuing  campaign. 

attendance  on  the  duties  of  his  office  as  director,  or  as  president  or  inspector,  unless  an 
alteration  in  this  respect,  shall  hereafter  be  made,  by  tlie  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
stock-holders  at  a  general  election- 

XVQI.  That  as  soon  as  the  subscription  shall  be  filled,  George  Clymer  and  John  I^* 
on,e8qrs.  shall  publish  a  list  of  the  names  and  sums  respectively  subscribed,  with  the  place 
of  abode  of  the  subscribers,  and  appoint  a  day  for  the  choice  of  dirccton^  to  whom,  whcsi 
chosen,  thev  shall  deliver  over  the  money  by  them  received. 
Vol.  HI.  79 
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On  the  report  of  ft  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Motte,  Mr. 
Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  J.  Howell,  avditor  of  accounts  is 
the  main  army : 

Seaolvedf  That  the  officers  of  the  flying:  camp,  lately  returned  from  csfiti" 
Titj,  be  allowed  depreciation  bj  their  respective  states,  in  the  same  maniNt 
as  officers  of  the  line  in  such  states : 

That  in  settling  the  accounts  of  officers  returned  from  captivitj,  wli 
who  are  entitled  to  tite  benefit  of  the  resolutions  of  the  9Mh  NoTember,  ITTS, 
^nd  22d  Maj,  1779,  the  auditors  allow  the  year's  paj  mentioned  ia  said 
resolutions  in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  issued  agreeably  to  the  resolatioavf 
ISth  March,  ir80,  and  which  shall  be  paid  bj  the  paj -master  general : 

That  auditors  of  the^rmj  cannot  take  notice  of  breaches  of  parole  till  tW 
same  be  ascertained  by  courts-martial,  and  that  the  pay  of  such  officers  will 
Taryifrom  that  of  other  officers,  according  to  the  sentence,  and  not  othcrwiM. 

MONDAY,  Jtfiiy  28, 1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
^Orderedt  That  all  the  duck  of  whatever  description,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  hands  of  the  continental  agent  at  Boston,  be  Mifeni 
to  the  quarter-master  general,  or  his  order;  that  so  much  thereof  as  in  sait- 
able  may  be  made  up  into  tents,  and  the  residue,  except  so  much  as  is  neces- 
sary for  other  uses  in  the  quarter-master  general's  department,  be  exchange 
for  light  duck  or  other  materials  fit  for  tents,  and  the  materials  produced  br 
such  exchange,  be  immediately  made  up  into  tents  for  the  use  of  the  armj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,'seconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ordered,  That  the  medical  committee  be  discontinued,  and  that  the  con* 
muttee  lodge  with  the  board  of  war  all  the  returns  and  papers  in  their  pot* 
session,  and  then  be  discharged ;  and  that  the  business  heretofore  entrusted 
jto  them,  and  the  powers  with  which  they  were  invested,  be  transfemcd  r« 
]the  board. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read,  stating,  <*  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  act  of  5th  September  last,  certificates  of  certain  denominatiou 
to  the  amount  of  1,000,000  of  dollars,  were  printed  and  si^ed  :  that  by  tk 
net  of  the  26th  April  last,  the  certificates  aforesaid  being  directed  to  be  is- 
sued for  balances  of  accounts  liquidated  in  specie  value,  it  became  oecesM- 
ry  to  print  other  certificates  blank,  in  order  that  the  precise  balances  slight 
be  filled  op ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  sign  such  other  ceKificates,  aoder 
the  act  of  5th  September,  1780,  and  26th  April  last,  and  of  7th  and  32H  inst 
A8  the  board  of  treasury  shall  direct,  the  amount  of  the  respective  balances 
beifig  sent  with  such  directions,  and  first  inserted,  such  certificates  to  be 
countersigned  by  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  where  the 
claimant  or  claimants  may  choose  to  have  the  interest  made  payable. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania, 

Resolved,  That  Tench  Francis  be  added  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  and  Mr. 
Ilichard  Bache;  and  that  any  one  of  them  be  authorized,  on  behalf  of  rke 
.United  States,  to  sign  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  commonwealth  ofPeno 
Yylvania,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  18th  March,  1780. 

TUESDAY,  «^29,  1781. 

The  committee  of  the  week  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  9th,  signed  by  A.  Fowler  and  others,at  Pitts- 
burg, be  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief,  with  the  other  papers  re- 
ipecting  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  officer  of  that  post. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  234  63-90  and  6«6th%  specie  value,  being  doe 
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to  certain  clahnanU  for  attending  a  court-martial  upon  the  trial  of  colonel 
Masan,  colonel  Smith,  and  major  Eaters,  as  presented  bj  the  select-men  of 
Springfield,  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts;  and  that  the 
board  of  treasury  furnish  the  execnttTe  of  the  said  state  witli  a  copy  of  thitt 
order,  that  the  several  claimants  may  receive  payment  from  the  said  state. 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  board 
of  treasury  on  the  accounts  of  Arthur  Lee,  was  taken  into  consideration; 
W^hereupon, 

€hrdered.  That  in  the  settlement  of  Mr.  A.  Lee's  accounts,  the  board  of 
treasury  admit  as  vouchers,  bills  of  lading  and  invoices,  which  shew  that 
merchants  of  character  have  shipped  the  contents :  where  such  cannot  ber 
prodnced,  that  they  admit  receipts  or  other  papers  which  charge  the  con- 
signee or  other  competent  person  at  the  piirt  of  delivery :  that  they  admit 
the  banker's  accounts  which  charge  the  bank  with  the  credit  given  for  cash 
deposited,  and  undertake,  if  required,  to  vouch  the  particular  payments 
which  are  entered  to  Mr.  Lee's  debt,  as  commissioner  of  the  United  States  : 
and  where  no  vouchers  under  the  foregoing  descriptions  are  produced,  that 
the  accounts  be  left  open  in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  for  completing  the 
Touchers : 

That  the  accounts  for  expenses  be  stated  so  as  to  distinguish  between  or- 
dinary and  extraordinary ;  that  the  letter  be  stated  particularly  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  giving  credit  for  the  articles  delivered  up  to  the  pub- 
lic at  first  cost,  and  that  the  former  be  stated  generally,  and  that  no  other 
voucher  be  required  for  either  than  the  wordof  honor  of  the  said  A.  Lee,  late 
miuiiiter : 

That  with  respect  to  the  charge  for  moqeys  disbursed  on  account  of  the 
atate  of  Virginia,  it  be  admitted  to  Mr.  Lee's9  credit,  whenever  the  state  of 
Virginia  shall  signify  that  they  admit  themselves  to  be  debited  therewith. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jlfoy  30. 1781. 

The  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Jozeda 
Funseca  Soarez  de  Figuerido,  report. 

That  the  proper  mode  for  the  memorialist  to  obtain  redress  of  any  injuries 
he  may  have  sustained,  either  in  his  property  or  person,  from  capt.  Sampson, 
is  by  prosecution  in  due  course  of  law ;  and  that  a  letter  should  be  written 
by  the  president  to  the  supreme  executive  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  en- 
closing it  copy  of  the  said  memorial,  and  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued 
by  Congress,  May  9th,  1778 ;  and  recommending  to  the  said  executive  to* 
aive  all  such  countenance,  protection  and  assistance  to  the  memorialist,  in 
nis  attempts  to  obtain  legal  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  alleged  in  his  memo- 
rial to  have  been  done  to  him  personally  and  in  his  property  by  capt.  Samp- 
son, as  becomes  the  United  States  respectively  to  give  to  the  subjects  of  neu- 
tral powers,  who  shall  complain  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrality. 

Ordered^  That  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of  thecon-^ 
tinental  loan -office  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Hodgdon, 
assistant-commissary  gen.  of  military  stores,  for  11,266  1-3  dollars,  in  bills 
•  of  the  new  emission,  for  the  purpose  of  fu  mi  shine  arms  and  other  articles  for 
the  VLW  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  the  said  Samuel  Hodgdon  to  be  accountable ; 
and  that  the  supplies  furnished  be  charged  to  the  said  state  of  Virginia. 

THURSDAY.  Mty  31,  1781, 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 

Orderea^  That  on  the  application  of  the  hon.  the  delegates  for  the  state  of 
Virginia^  upon  an  estimate  furnished  by  George  Nicholson  for  David  Ross, 
agent  for  the  said  state,  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  of 
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the  confinetitat  loan-office  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  wid 
George  Nicholson,  for  10,000  dollars  of  the  new  emission,  for  the  purpoie 
of  paying  for  the  repairs  of  arms  and  other  purposes  in  the  said  estimate  set 
forth,  the  said  state  of  Virginia  to  be  accoantable. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Bland,  to  whoa 
was  re-committed  their  report  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bland ;  and  who  wen 
directed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  war,  delivered  in  a  report;  Wherevpoo, 
it  was  resolved  as  follows : 

IVhereas  the  British  king,  regardless  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  of  tix 
United  States  in  particular,  continues  the  ravages  of  war  with  relentles 
fury ;  and  whereas  the  enemy's  force  is  principally  operatinc  in  the  states 
of  Virginia^  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia ;  and  whereas  the  deficiency  of  tbe 
continental  regular  lines,  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  to  call  forth  a  re- 
spectable body  of  militia,  till  those  lines  be  completed;  it  is  therefore  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  immediately  to  raise,  am, 
accoutre  and  equip  for  the  field,  four  battalions  of  infantry,  each  battaliootd 
consist  of  nine  companies  of  64  rank  and  file  each :  also  a  conpaDy  of  artil- 
lery, consisting  of  32  matrosses;  and  a  corps  of  horse,  consisting  of  64 
troopers ;  each  corps  to  be  officered  as  near  as  may  be  to  similar  corps  ia 
the  conttnental  army,  according  to  the  establishment  of  the  Sd  and  Slst  Octo- 
ber, 1780:  It  is  also  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  .Delaware,  to 
immediately  raise,  arm,  equip  and  accoutre  for  the  field,  one  battalion  ol  io- 
fantry,  consistin|;  of  nine  companies  of  64  rank  and  file  each ;  and  a  corpi 
of  horse,  consiiating  of  32  troopers ;  to  be  ofiicered  in  manner  aforesaid :  it 
is  also  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  immediatelj  t« 
raise,  arm,  equip  and  accoutre  for  the  field,  two  battalions  of  Infantry,  cm- 
sisting  of  nine  companies  of  64  rank  and  file  each ;  and  a  corps  of  cavalrraf 
64  .troopers;  to<be  officered  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  And  it  is  further  re- 
commended to  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  to  aw 
the  said  troops,  as  soon  as  raised,  armed,  accoutred  and  equipped,  aaa&tt- 
said,  to  foe  marched  by  detachments  or  otherwise,  to  such  place  or  places  tf 
the  commander  in  chief  shall  direct,  to  remain  in  service  for  and  dsfin| 
the  space  of  three  months,  from  the  time  of  their  respectively  rendezfoosijig 
at  the  place  or  places  directed,  unless  sooner  <dischar^  by  Congress  or  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  said  conmaoder 
in  chief.  And  be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assenbled, 
that  the  troops  aforesaid  shall  receive  the  same  pay,  rations  and  subsistence, 
as  the  troops  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

SATURDAY,  June  2,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Atlee, 

Hesolved,  That  all  bills  of  credit  which  issue  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
18th  March,  1780,  in  any  of  the  states,  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  fnm 
the  time  the  interest  on  such  bills  begins  to  be  computed,  be  marked  bj 
writing  or  stamping  before  they  are  issued,  with  the  words  or  character,  Int. 
pd.  1  year. 

That  such  of  the  said  bills  as  have  already  issued,  or  may  issue  in  ^ 
course  of  a  year  from  tlie  time  interest  begins  to  be  computed  on  tfaen,  ^f 
when  such  interest  is  paid,  marked  in  like  manner,  to  prevent  the  oecesntj 
and  expense  of  exchanging  them : 

That  where  any  state  hath  adopted' similar  adequate  provisions,  tbese 
shall  not  operate: 

That  the  several  states  suspend,  as  far  as  possible,  the  issuing  ofBUchpvt 
of  their  respective  quotas  of  the  said  bills  as  remain  to  be  issued. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  last,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  reqoired  vj 
Mr.  Blandf 
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N^HampMrtj  Mr.  Sulliirui, 

Livermore, 
MaaaiichtuetU,  Ifr.  Lovell, 

Ward, 
JRhttde-Idandi    Ifr.  Varnum, 
Cnnnectieutf      Ifr.  Huntington, 
JWw-^XrrMy,       Mr.  Houston, 
JPennaifhaniaf   Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 
Mlarylondt        Mr.  Jenifer, 


I 

N.-CaraUnOt 
A-Carvft'tia, 


ayUy 
ay> 

:]^!'^ 

no"\ 
ayj 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  after  the  word  *^  issued"  be  added,  <'  until  fur- 
ther measures  be  taken  to  secure  their  value." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Bland, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Jones, 
Madiflon, 
Bland, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Johnaon, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
Bee,      % 
Motte, 
Eveleigh, 

Mr.  Few, 
Howly, 


N.-Msmpshire,  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Livermore, 

MaamekMeittt  Mr.  Lovell, 

Ward, 

Hkode-blandf    Mr.  Yamum, 

Connecticut^     Mr.  Huntington, 

Ifew-Jeney,      Mr.  Houston, 

Pemuyhtmiat  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 
T.  Smith, 

Motif kmdf         Mr.  Jenifer, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Vtrgimot 

N^CmoUpot 

S.'Caroluia, 

\Oeorgia, 


Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Bland, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Matthews^ 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Few, 

Howly, 


ay^ 

noVay 

•y3 


no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 
no 


no 


no 


t 


no 


MONDAY,  June  4,  irsi. 


Mr.  Sherman  and  Mr.  Ellsworth,  two  delegates  for  the  state  of  Connec* 
ticut,  attended,  and  took  their  seats ;  the  former  having  produced  his  cre« 
dentials,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  R.  'Morris,  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Retolvedp  That  the  dis|}osition  and  management  of  that  part  of  the  monej, 
granted  by  his  most  Christian  majesty  to  these  United  States,  which  is  to 
be  employed  in  America,  be  committed  to  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
that  it  may  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  granted,  namely,  a 
vifforoos  prosecution  of  the  present  campaign : 

That  what  remains  unsola  of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  order  of  Con- 
gress on  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  respectively  at 
Versailles,  Madrid,  and  the  Hague,  be  also  committed  to  the  superintendent 
of  finance,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned  :  pro- 
vided, that  none  of  tlie  bills  drawn  upon*  the  ministers  at  Madrid  and  the 
Ha^e,  be  sold  until  he  shall  have  assurances  tliat  funds  are  provided  for 
paying  tliem : 

That  the  said  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  vested  with 
full  powers  to  disposei  of  the  specific  supplies  required  from  the  several 
states  by  the  act  of  the  4th  November  last,  as  well  as  what  yet  remain  to  be 
furnished,  agreeably  to  the  requisition  of  the  25th  of  February,  1780,  in  such 
manner  as  he,  with  the  advice  of  the  commander  in  chief,  shall  judge  will 
best  promote  the  public  interest,  and  answer  the  purposes  of  the  present 
campaign. 

On  a  reoort  from  the  board  of  war, 

JResolvea,  That  col.  Jatnes  Wood  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected, in  case  the  supplies  of  provisions,  forage,  and  wagons  necessary  for 
the  immediate  march  of  the  convention  troops,  and  the  guards  under  his 
command,  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained,  to  impress  the  same,  and  to  give  in- 
formation thereof  to  the  executives  ^of  the  states  within  whose  limits  he 
shall  be  obliged  to  take  such  measures. 
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A  letter,  of  this  daj,  from  the  supreme  execvtWe  eMmcil  of  Penmyhtiii, 
was  read,  iDforming  that  the  honoiable  house  of  assembly,  bate  desired  tkc 
board  to  request  a  conference  with  a  committee  of  Congress,  on  the  q1la^ 
ter-master's  and  commissary's  certifcates,  and  addressing  Csngressfcr 
this  purpose ; 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  eonfer  with  thcn- 
preroe  executive  council  of  the  st^te  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  sab)ect  tbofi 
mentioned  :  the  members,  Mr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Motte,  and  Mr.  Johntsn. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamum,  Mr.  Bee,  and  Mr.  M'KesD,  tt 
whom  was  referred  their  report  on  the  motion  ot  Mr.  Madison,  reapectiii|tk 
court  of  appeals,  reported  an  ordinance  on  that  subject,  which  wu  rnd  t 
first  time : 

Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading  of  the  laid 
ordinance. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  meafures  for  tlie  payment  of  6662-$ 
doHars  of  the  value  of  specie,  to  Joseph  Carson  and  others,  owners  of&e 
sloop  Carolina  Packet ;  tnat  sum  having  been  found  due  to  them  for  the  pn* 
sages  of  sundry  officers  and  their  families  from  Charleston,  and  for  demnrragi 
awarded  to  them  for  the  detention  of  the  stoop  aforesaid  at  Charleston. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  6,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  tfeasury  : 

Ordered,'  That  the  treasurer  of  loans  sign  and  transmit  to  NifkaiiicI 
Appleton,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the  stste  of  Mam* 
chusetts,  to  be  by  him  issued  to  Nathaniel  Barrett,  two  sets  of  excfaiiift 
of  the  tenor  and  date  of  two  sets  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  oe 
comflMssioners  at  Paris,  in  favor  of  Mr.  John  Lorine,  or  order.  No.  73,  ftr 
S4  dollars,  and  No.  76,  for  SO  dollars ;  bolih  dated  November  ICKh,  m% 
and  issued  by  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  for  the  itats 
of  Massachusetts  aforesaid  :  which  by  proofs  and  affidavits  lodged  at  the 
board  of  treasury,  appear  to  have  been  lost ;  except  that  each  set,  now  dravo, 
consist  of  the  5th,  6tn,  7th,  and  8th  bills,  one  of  the  8th  only  to  be  paid ;  that 
the  treasurer  of  loans  iurnish  the  said  Nathaniel  Barrett  with  quadrupUata 
letters  of  advice,  each  containing  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  order; 
and  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Barrett  enter  into  bond  to  the  loan-officer  afor^ 
said,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with  two  or  more  sufficient  freehold 
ers  as  sureties,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  said  bills;  with  cofl- 
dition  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  the  holder  or  holders  of  an/ 
oC  the  bills  aforesaid,  which  are  said  to  be  lost,  should  any  such  appear. 

FRIDAY,  June  8,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  board  take  order  for  having  all  the  arms  at  this  post  in* 
mediately  repaired  ;  and  that  these  arms,  as  well  as  those  ordered  oo  bj  t^ 
commander  in  chief,  be  sent  forward  to  the  southern  states,  in  such  propor- 
tions as  bhall  be  thought  expedient  towards  arming  the  continental  troofi 
and  militia  of  those  states. 

MONDAY,  June  U,  1781. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  eleoting.a  secestuj  ^ 

foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vamum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Reeolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  departneat,  sov 

in  service,  be  allowed  the  depreciation  upon  their  pay,  in  the  same  oiisb^ 

as  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  po«t-office,  to  whom  was  referred  a 

riigrapli  of  a  letter  from  the  director -general,  was  taken  into  consideration ; 

''hereupon, 

Hesolved^  That  the  resolution  of  the  28th  December,  1779,  be  extended 
to  the  director  of  the  hospital,  so  that  all  letters  to  and  from  him  be  free. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  letter  from  the  director  of  the 
hospitalsj  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  sum  of  8545  1  -S  dollars  in  specie  or  other  monej  equi- 
valent, be  immediatelj  put  into  the  hands  of  the  purveyor  of  the  military 
hospitals  in  part  of  the  estimate  laid  before  Conu;re8s  by  the  niedicai  commit- 
tee, to  enable  htm  to  purchase  an  immediate  supply  for  the  use  of  the  sick, 
and  to  prepare  for  the  immediate  exigencies  of  the  campaign  in  the  hospital 
department : 

rhat  the  sqm  of  16J16  dollars,  in  specie  or  other  money  equivalent,  be 
advanced  to  the  said  purveyor,  for  three  months'  pay,  to  be  paid  by  him  on 
account  of  tiie  officers  of  the  medical  department: 

That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state  of  New-York,  for 
6000  dollars,  and  another  on  the  treasurer  of  Virginia  for  4000  dollars,  in 
specie  or  other  money  equivalent,  in  part  of  the  above  sum  of  16,1 16  dollars, 
HI  favour  of  the  said  purveyor  or  his  order;  and  that  the  residue,  viz.  6116 
dollars  be  paid  him  at  Philadelphia,  in  specie  or  other  money  equivalent: 

That  4200  dollars,  in  specie  or  other  money  equivalent,  be  paid  to  the 
said  purveyor,  to  be  pat  into  the  hands  of  stewards  at  establishea  hospitals, 
to  purchase  milk  ana  vegetables  and  discharge  small  incidental  charges  at 
fixed  hospitals. 

TUESDAY,  June  12,  1781. 

Mr.  6.  Patridge,.  a  delegate  for  MassachusettSj  attended  ;  Mr.  Samuel 
Osgood,  another  delegate  for  Massachusetts,  attended,  and  produ(:ed  the 
credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Richard  Potts,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Maryland,  attended  and 
took  his  seat. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  commanding  general  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  now  in 
that  state,  arrange  the  twigade-chaplains  of  that  line,  so  as  to  retain  no  more 
chaplains  therein  than  are  equal  to  the  number  of  brigades,  and  certify  to 
the  board  of  war  such  as  shall  be  deemed  supernumerary,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  commanding  general  of  the  northern  army  might  have  done  under 
the  resolve  of  the  8th  day  of  May  last. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  6th,  from 
the  commantler  in  chief,  respecting  the  convention  prisoners ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  reasons  given  by  the  comuuinder  in 
chief,  for  halting  the  convention  prisoners  for  tne  present  in  the  state  of 
Pennsvlvania. 

Ordered,  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  five  hospital  physicians 
and  surgeons,  in  the  room  of  those  resigned  a  Ad  propioted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Matthews, 

Resolved,  That  letters  to  and  from  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  free 
from  postage. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  balances  now  due  to  the  officers,  seamen,  landsmen  and 
mariners  in  the  sea  service,  and  the  sums  that  shall  hereafter  become  due  to 
them,  either  for  wages,  subsistence  or  bounty,  shall  be  paid  in  specie  or  other 
money  equivalent,  according  to  the  current  rate  of  exchange  at  the  time  of 
payment :  any  resolution  ofboneress  to  theeontrary  notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  d^eciation  of  pay  and  subsistence,  be  settled  in  behalf  of 
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the  officers  and  men  of  colonel  Armand^s  lenon,  in  the  iamemannar  and  on 
the  same  principles  as  is  provided  for  colonelHazen's  reg;iment. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Virgi* 
nia,  made  report ;  Whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  PeansyWuii, 
to  raise,  accoutre  and  equip  Mojlan's  legionary  corps  to  its  full  coBf^eBent, 
the  men  to  be  raised  for  three  years,  unless  sooner  dischai^d : 

That  it  be  also  earnestly  recommended  to  the  said  state  imroediateW  to 
raise  and  equip  three  troops  of  militia  cavalry,  properly  (Peered,  includiag 
those  called  for  by  the  act  of  the  31st  of  Ma^  last,  to  serve  with  the  aoathen 
army  for  three  months  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the  said  armj,  ead 
troop  to  consist  of  64  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates : 

Tnat  the  said  cavalry  be  marched  by  detachments,  as  they  are  ooaplettd, 
to  the  southern  anny ;  and  the  militia  cavalry  dischar^d  in  proportioD  ts 
the  numbers  inlisted  into  Moylan's  regiment,  and  joining  the  said  imj 
properly  armed  and  accoutred : 

That  the  said  militia  cavalry  be  sent  forward  with  every  degrtit  of  des- 
patch, without  waiting  for  the  march  of  the  militia  infantry  required  bj 
Congress  from  that  state : 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  arm,  eqaip, 
mount  and  accoutre  two  troops  of  militia  horse,  including  those  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Slst  of  May  last,  consisting  of  64  non-commissioB«i 
officers  and  privates  each,  with  the  proper  number  of  commissioned  officen; 
and  send  them  forward  with  all  possible  expedition  to  the  southern  arnj. 
and  without  waiting  for  the  march  of  the  infantry  requested  by  Congms 
from  that  state;  to  continue  in  service  three  months  from  the  time  thej  jdo 
the  said  army. 

WEDNESDAY,  June  13,  1781. 

An  act  of  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  was  read,  empowering  Coogntf  to 
levy  and  collect  the  duties  described  in  their  resolution  of  dd  Febmafj  last. 

beBoLved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  several  statesi  V> 
which  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  department  now  in  service. 
respectively  belong,  or  of  which  they  are  or  were  inhabitants,  to  settle  tbt 
accounts  of  the  said  officers  for  depreciation,  on  the  principles  established 
by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  April,  1780;  and  to  make  pn- 
vision  for  paying  the  balances  that  may  be  found  due,  in  the  same  maoDer 
with  officers  of  Uie  line : 

That  each  state  which  shall  advance  more  money  in  making  good  the  de 
preciation  to  its  respective  citizens  than  its  proper  proportion,  shall  be  allowed 
for  the  same  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  April  im 
governor  Trumbull,  report, 

<*  That  from  colonel  Nicola's  return,  it  appears  that  there  are  no  ionlidi 
from  the  Connecticut  line  at  this  post,  and  only  30  at  Boston ;  that,  boveitr, 
as  the  commander  in  chief  has  called  for  the  whole  to  compose  part  of  tkc 
garrison  at  West-Point,  the  bourd  are  of  opinion  the  general's  reqaisitMa 
should  be  complied  with : 

Resolved,  T  hat  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  a  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs  be  postposcd 
till  Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ward  have  leave  of  ab^nce. 

THURSDAY,  June  14,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon^ 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  27th  of  May,  1777,  on  die  wi>j^^ 
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of  brigade-chftpUiDS,  is  not  to  be  construed  so  as  to  vacate  the  commissions  or 
appointments  of  the  regimental  chaplains,  then  holding  such  commissions 
and  performing  the  duties  thereof,  until  the  appointment  of  brigade-chap- 
lains  took  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe. 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  offer  lieutenant-general  Bur- 
gojne  in  exchange  fur  the  hon.  Henry  Laurens. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Atlee, 


LJvermore, 
Ma/Ma^hmetU^  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridgpe, 
Ward, 
Osgood, 
Bhode-Mmdt    Mr.  Vamum, 
ConneetUui,      Mr.  Huntington, 

Elbworth, 
Shefman, 
^twJerwey,     ,Mr.  Houston, 
Femuyimtniai  Mr.  Montgomery, 
•  Atlee, 

Clymer, 
T.  Snuth, 
Ddawati        .Mr.  Rodney, 

M'Kean, 


*y 


no 


S,  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Carroll, 
Potta, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Madiaon, 
Bland, 
M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Johnson, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
Motte^ 
Eveleigh, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Few, 
Howly, 


no  Say 

»yj 
ay> 

myWy 
ay3 

ayUy 

»y> 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


SATURDAY,  June  16,  irsi. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  M'Dougall,  Mr. 
Sullivan,  to  whom  was  referred  a  fetter  of  February  Sd,  from  gen.  Wasliington : 

Resolved,  That  all  acts  and  regulations  of  Congress  empowering  command- 
ing-officers of  regiments '  or  corps,  to  grant  furloughs  to  non-commisstoncd 
officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  their  respective  corps,  be,  and  hereby  are 
repealed  ;  and  that  in  future  no  furloughs  be  granted  tnft  by  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  the  commander  of  a  separate  department^  or  by  such  persona  as 
they  or  either  of  them  may  appoint  for  that  purpose : 

That  all  furloughs  be  in  the  form  following : 

The  bearer  hereof  in  the  regiment  of  it 

hereby  permitted  to  be  absent  on  furlough  for  days  from  the  date  here- 

of :  anu  att  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  requested  to  suffer  him  to  pass  to 
and  return  to  his  regiment  without  molestation,  he  behaving  as  b«- 
cometh  him.    This  permit  to  be  valid  nu  further  than  to  the  above-mentioned 
pYarce,  and  no  longer  than  for  the  above-mentioned  time.    Given  at 
the         day  of  173        Registered  in  the  books  of  the  regiment. 

Adjutant. 

That  all  discharges  be  in  the  following  form  : 

Tlie  bearer  hereof  in  the     ^  regiment  of  and 

in  captain  companf,  having  served  during  being 

the  term  for  which  he  was  engaged,  is  hereby  discharged  from  the  said  regi- 
ment, in  which  we  certify  that  he  hath  behaved  as  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier. 
Given  at  this  day  of  178        Registered, in  the 

books  of  the  regiment. 

Adjutant. 

That  the  furloughs  and  discharges  granted,  be  registered  in  the  books  of 
the  regiment : 

That  when  any  non-eommisakmad  officer  or  soldier  shall  return  hoflKiand 
Vol.  111.  80 
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does  not  within  ten  clays  after  his  return,  produce  hb  fbrloaeli  or  diftchirge 
to  the  nearest  magistrate,  be  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprebenued  and  treated 
as  a  deserter : 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  procure  printed  fonns  of  farioog^ii  ud 
di<)char|^e8,  and  forward  them,  from  lime  to  time,  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  committee  having  recommended  that  general  and  garrison  cotirts- 
inartial  in  the  arm j  of  these  United  States,  be  authorized  to  sentence  delin- 
quents to  receive  anj  number  of  lashes,  not  exceeding  500,  or  maj  order 
such  delinquents  to  serve  on  board  anj  armed  Tessel  belongioc  to  theu  I 
states,  or  to  labour  on  public  works  for  a  reasonable  time,  according  to  t^  ! 
discretion  of  the  said  court,  any  former  actor  resolution  to  tlie  contiarj 
notwithstanding. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeaa  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr. 
Sherman, 


N^'Hampshirtf  Mr.  SuUivan, 

LiTermore, 

MaanchuHtU^  Mr.  Patridfe 

Osgood, 

Rhade-IaUmdt    Mr.  Vamunv 

CvtmecHcut^      Mr.  Huntington, 

Ellsworth, 
Sherman, 


PmmttfhamOf   Mr.  Mohtgomeiy,    aj 


no>-» 
no^ 
no^no 
no  J 


JDekiumref 


Atl'ee, 
Clymer, 
T.  Smith, 
Mr.  Rodney, 
M*Kean, 


f 

av  } 


»y 


»y 


»y 

no 
no 


Maryland^ 

Virgima, 

N,»CaroMnag 

Cteorguif 


no 


Mr.  Jemfer, 
Cairo]], 
Potta, 

Mr.  MadiflOOb 
Bland, 
M*  Sniitli, 

Mr.Sliaipe, 
Jolinaon, 

Mr.  Mattliewi^ 
Mott^ 
Eveleigli, 

Mr.  Wahon, 
Howly, 


■J  >»r 

doVdd 
noj 

»y>»y 
•yj 

»5 


ay 

DO 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

MONDAY,  June  18,  irSl. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon, 

JiesfUved,  That  depreciation  of  pay  and  subsistence  be  settled  in  behilf 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  captain  Van  Heer's  troop  of  Marachaussee,  iatkt 
same  manner  and  on  the  same  principles  as  is  provided  for  colonel  llazeB'i 
irgiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  proper  measures  for  paying  1*8 
dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  the  new  emissions,  for  the  passage  of  soodrj 
officers  from  Charleston  to  Philadelphia. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Shaqie,  It 
whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  the  clothier's  dej^rtment,  togedier 
with  a  letter  of  J.  Moylan,  clothier-general,  delivered  in  a  report^  which 
was  taken  into  consideration;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  all  state  purchases  of  clothing  on  continental  accMflt, 
and  all  state  appointments  and  regulations  in  the  clothing  department  oo 
Continental  account,  be  aboliHhed  on  the  first  day  of  September;  at  or  be- 
fore which  time,  the  sub  and  agent  clothiers  are  to  deliver  to  the  clodiier- 
general  or  his  order,  all  clothing  procured  at  continental  expense  which  thej 
may  then  have  on  hand,  taking  his  receifpt  therefor,  a  duplicate  whereof  t0 
be.  transmitted  to  the  treasury -office. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  BIr. 
Sherman, 


If.'Iiampahire,  Mr.  Sullivan, 

livermore^ 

MuiOcfuiaetOf  Mr.  Patridre, 

Osgood, 

Bkodt-hland,    Mr.  Vaiiium, 

CWicelMuf,      Mr.  Hunttngtoi^ 

Sherman, 


Peiifi«3fton4   Mr.  Mon^omeiy,  ay 


LMtfWQIf€f 

Mmryta94% 


Atlee, 
Clymer, 
T.  Smid), 
Mr.  Bodncy, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 
Carroll, 
Pott% 
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Mr.  J(Mie9^ 

»rl 

S,'Cwrokiuh 

Mr.  Matthew^ 

Madison, 

*yw 

Bee, 

Bland, 

•yp 

Motte, 

M.  Simtliy 

ayj 

Eveleigfa, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

:];^^ 

Geurgittf 

Mr.  Walton, 

Johnson, 

Few, 

»    Bowly, 

Bo  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmative. 
Resolved^  That  the  clothier-general,  in  the  month  of  Jone,  annaally, 
make  and  deliver' in  to  the  board  of  war,  an  estimate  of  clothing  and  dis- 
borsements  for  clothing  for  a  year  from  the  fir6t  daj  of  November  then 
next,  that  Congress  maj  be  enabled  to  furnish  the  proper  sums,  and  adopt 
the  necessary  measures  for  procuring  the  same : 

That  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  are  or  may  hereaf- 
ter  be  inlisted  during  the  war,  be  annually  furnished  with  one  regimental 
coat,  full  made ;  one  cloth  vest ;  one  pair  of  cloth  breeches ;  one  pair  of 
woollen  overalls ;  two  pair  of  woollen  hose ;  two  pair  of  woollen  socks ;  one 
felt  hat  or  leather  cap ;  four  shirts ;  two  pair  of  linen  overalls ;  four  pair  of 
strong  shoes ;  one  blanket;  one  rifle  shirt,  and  one  pair  of  woollen  gloves  t 
al8o»  one  pair  of  shoe-buckles  and  one  stock -clasp,  everytwo  years: 

The  dragoons  to  receive  two  pair  of  boots  ana  one  pair  of  spurs,  instead 
of  the  Hhoes  and  buckles,  annually ;  also,  a  horseman's  cloak  every  two  years 

That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  commanding  general  in  a  separate 
department,  respectively  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  direct  what  cloth- 
ing shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  dealt  out  to  the  artificers  and  wagoners, 
having  reeard  to  the  nature  of  their  service  and  tlie  terms  of  their  contracty 
and  time  for  which  they  are  en«:aged : 

That  summer  clothing  be  ready  to  be  issued  on  the  15th  dav  of  April,  an- 
nually, and  the  winter  clothing  on  the  1st  day  of  November  following,  and  be 
delivered  at  such  time  as  the  .commander  in  chief  o^  commanding  general, 
in  a  separate  department,  shall  direct : 

That  the  clotnier-s;eneral  deal  out  the  clothing  regimentally  ;  and  keep 
regular  accounts  against  the  respective  resfmental  clothiers,  taking  particu- 
lar care  to  have  the  clothing  eaually  and  impartially  distributed  when  it  is 
found  incompetent  for  the  whole  army : 

That  previous  to  the  day  of  general  is^ue,  the  regimental-clothiers  settle 
their  accounts  with  the  chithier-general,  and  receive  his  certificates  of  the 
arrearages  of  clothing  due  to  their  respective  regiments,  and  present  him 
with  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  for  whom  clothing  is  to  be  drawn  on  the 
da^  of  general  issue ;  the  said  return  to  be  examined  and  certified  by  the 
officer  commanding  their  respective  regiments,  and  signed  by  the  brigadier 
or  officer  commanding  the  bngade: 

That  all  estra  issues  to  detachments,  or  for  accidental  loss  of  clothing^ 
be  bv  certificate  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  or  detachment 
to  which  the  non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers,  in  whose  behalf  such  ap- 
plication is  made,  shall  belong ;  the  said  certificate  being  approved  and  sign- 
ed bv  the  commander  in  chiefor  commanding  gencSral  of  a  separate  army  ; 

That  all  issues  of  clothing  be  made  from  the  magazines  or  places  of  gen- 
eral issue  with  the  army;  and,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  detached  issues,  the 
officers  commanding  parties  or  detachments,  are  to  be  answerable  that  they 
are  supplied,  so  far  as  may  be,  from  the  magazines  or  stores  at  cAmp,  pre- 
vious to  their  leaving  the  army  to  which  they  beloni^ : 

That  no  article  of  clothing  be  issued  by  tfie  clothier-general,  his  deputies 

or  assistants,  but  by  return  and  certificates  made  and  approved  as  aforesaid  v 

Tliat  no  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  wlio  is  not  enga^ted  during 

the  war,  or  for  the  term  at  least  of  one  year,  be  furnished  with  any  artiele  m 

clothing : 


*  • 
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That  the  clothier -general,  from  time  to  time,  notifv  the  pay-master  aenenl 
of  all  surplasages  of  clothing,  specifying  the  corps'  to  which  they  belong, 
that  stoppages  may  be  made  therefor ; 

That  he  make  return  to  the  board  of  war  of  all  clothing  on  hand,  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  department,  with  the  wages  given  to  each,  regultrir, 
once  in  every  two  months : 

That  the  quarter-master  general,  and  his  deputies  in  the  severtl  stttes, 
phali,  on  the  requisitions  of  the  clothier-general,  furnish  the  means  of  trus- 
portation  of  all  articles  of  clothing  from  the  places  where  imported,  receire^i, 
or  purchased,  to  the  places  of  deposit ;  and  a  careful  wagon-master  or  con- 
ductor, to  be  appointed  by  the  quarter-master  general  or  some  of  his  dqa- 
ties,  shall  proceed  with  the  clothinc,  who  shall  be  answerable  for  all  de- 
ficiencies on  the  road,  unless  they  shall  be  able  to  shew  that  the  same  hip- 
pened  bj  unavoidable  accidents,  and  not  tlirough  their  misconduct  or  vim 
of  attention : 

That  in  case  of  injuries  or  deficiencies  happening  in  the  transportstioR  of 
clothing,  the  clothier  stationed  at  the  magazine  or  place  of  deposit,  shall  re- 
present the  matter  to  the  nearest  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  of  tlK 
United  States,  that  the  wagon -master  or  conductor,  having  had  charge  vf  tin 
dothing  so  damaged  or  deficient,  may  be  tried  by  a  court-martiu,  and  ii 
found  guilty,  compelled  to  restore  the  goods  lost,  or  their  valoe,  or  aal« 
satisfaction  for  damages  accrued  through  his  negligence  or  mismansgemret. 
or  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offi^nce  by  judgment  of  titr 
court-martial : 

lliat  the  clothier-general  have  the  management,  direction  and  supetifi 
tendence  of  hides,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war,  with  full  power 
to  call  for  proper  returns  from  such  persons  as  have  heretofore  had  the  lu- 
nairement  of  hides : 

That  all  commissaries  make  monthly  returns  to  the  clothier-cenenl  oftke 
hides  on  hand,  and  that  the  commissary -general  make  monthly  returni  U 
him  of  all  the  live  cattle  delivered  over  to  the  commissaries  of  the  anoT : 

That  the  quarter-master  general  or  his  deputy,  on  tiie  applicatioD  of  tbe 
clothier-general,  or  either  of  his  deputies,  furnish  wasons  for  transportii; 
raw  or  manufactured  hides  to  such  places  as  they  shall  direct : 

That  the  clothier- general,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  superintendcot  of 
finance,  be  authorized  to  appoint  such  number  of  persons  to  transact  the  bi- 
siness  of  the  clothing  department,  during  the  present  campaign,  as  they  luj. 
from  time  to  time,  find  necessary,  and  to  ascertain  their  wages : 

That  the  clothier -general  make  monthly  returns  to  the  commander  in  chief: 

That  all  resolutions  heretofore  passed  respecting  the  clothing  and  hide 
departments,  inconsistent  with  this  arrangement  and  the  retolutioos  nu« 
parsed,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  SuIlivaD,  aid 
Mr.  Motte,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  col.  Hazen : 

Beiolvedf'  That  the  clothier-general  furnish  the  Canadian  officers  beJo>^* 
ing  to  col.  M.  Hazen's  regiment,  with  a  suit  of  clothes,  «a  the  sasie  ttrwn 
clothing  hath  been  furnished  by  the  state  of  Masaacknaetts  to  their  officers: 

That  one  year's  interest,  ti  pon  the  balances  due  on  the  1st  of  Januarjr,  1  Ta^ 
to  the  Canadfian  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  regiment,  be  added  to  and  inclotl' 
ed  in  their  certificates : 

That  Congress  will  make  the  £4  dollars,  granted  as  a  bounty  to  too^ 
•oldiers,  equal  in  value  to  the  bounty  or  allowance  of  ^e  state  of  Mtf^* 
chusetts  granted  to  the  soldiers  of  that  state  serving  in  the  same  regiment: 
and  that  the  board  of  treasury  add  the  same  to  their  certificates,  id  li^»  '^^ 
the  sam  of  S4  dollars  granted  by  the  resolution  of  the  fiOtti  of  April  ia>:- 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  SO.  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  comrotttee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Sherroant 
Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th,  from  Charles  Pettit. 
desirine  leave  to  resign  :  .  ^ 

Hesoived,  That  Charles  Fettit,  assistant  quarter-master  general,  be  per- 
mitted to  resign  that  office,  agreeably  to  his  request : 

That  the  office  of  assistant  quarter-master  general  be  abolished  ;  and  that 
the  duties  of  the  said  office  be  performed  by  the  quarter-master  general,  and 
bis  deputies  under  his  direction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Patridge, 

Besolved,  That  the  post-master  general  be  directed  immediately  to  em- 

filoy  a  post-rider  in  the  room  of  him  who  was  lately  taken  by  the  enemy,  be- 
ween  Fish -kill  and  Morristown  ;  and  to  apply  to  the  board  of  war  for  an 
escort  on  that  part  of  the  way  where  the  riders  are  exposed  to  be  interrupted 
by  the  enemy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

jResolvedt  l*hat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  furnish  governor  Rutledge 
with  four  wagons^  for  transporting  clothinjg;  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina  ; 
which  wagons,  when  discharged  b;)r  the  said  gov.  Rutledse,  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  seneral  of  the  southern  army. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Bland,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  accounts  of  colonel  D. 
Campbell,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  on  the  accounts  of  col. 
D.  Campbell,  with  the  papers,  be  rc-committed  to  the  board  of  treasiiry  for 
final  settlement ;  and  that  tlie  board  credit  col.  Campbell,  in  the  settlement 
of  lus  accounts,  with  the  sum  of  j6  15  14  6,  for  loss  on  gold  and  silver,  and 
also  credit  him  for  interest  on  such  balance  as  may  be  found  due  to  him  from 
the  United  States,  bu^  that  the  balance  of  the^difference  between  the  clothing 
charged  and  the  clothing  credited  be  disallow.ed. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lovelt,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Bee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  letter  and  memorial  of  7th  May,  from  John  Ross,  delivered  in 
a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,   That  Robert  Morris,  esq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  tor 
deliver  to  John  Ross,  in  part  payment  of  his  account,  the  bills  of  exchange 
which  were  committed  to  him  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  resolution  of  the  4th  of 
this  month,  the  restrictions  in  the  said  resolution  notwithstanding,  the  said 
J.  Ross  agreeing,  &c. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Yarnum* 


N'Han^pslure,    Mr.  Sullivan,  ^y^av     Maryland, 

Livennore, 
Md»9achu9tti$y  Mr.  Patridge,  ^yl^v      ^^'''g*^ 

Osgood, 
Xhode-Uqind,  Mr.  yainuni, 
CmmKriaOf      hlr,  Uunting;ton, 

Ellsworth, 

Sherman, 
Penmylvama,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Clymer, 

T.  Smitti, 
Ddamare,         Mr.  Rodney, 

M'Rean, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


7,h 

no  ^' 
ay) 
ayj«y 
ay3 

ay  J.  ay 
ay3 


N.'CanJifur, 
S,'Carokna, 


Geiirgia^ 


Mr.  Carroll, 

PottB, 
Mr.  Jone% 

Madiiion, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Walton, 

Few, 


nJ!^- 

ayj.ay 

ay;.* 
ay^ 

ayj 


THURSDAY,  June  21, 1781. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
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JUsolved,  That  the  depreciation  for  paj  and  subsistence  directed  to  be  set- 
tled by  tlie  act  of  the  12th  inst.  In  favor  of  the  officers  and  men  of  col.  \r- 
niand's  iqriont  be  extended  to  the  time  those  officers  and  men  served  in  comt 
Pulaski's  leg;ion,  who  are  now  in  col.  Armand's. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consistini^  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Vamam,  Mr. 
Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  capt.  Tsnardj : 

Resolved^  That  capt.  Ysnarav  be  allowed  the  valae  of  the  several  trticles 
made  use  of  in  the  defence  of  Uharle8ton«  for  which  he  has  produced  vouch- 
ers, and  that  thej  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasarj  to  ascertain  the  valse 
and  take  orders  thereon : 

That  capt.  Ysnardi  and  the  crew  of  his  ship  who  were  employed  daring 
the  siege  in  one  of  the  bastions,  be  allowed  the  same  paj  and  subsistencf  u 
is  allowed  to  artillerists  while  on  dutj;  and  that  the  pay-master  geneni  be 
directed  to  settle  and  pay  the  same :  and  that  the  remaining  part  of  the  peti- 
tion, respecting  loan-office  certificates,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaiorj 
to  take  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman* 

Ri9olvedf  That  a  vice-consul  be  appointed  to  reside  in  France,  who  tkall 
exercise  all  the  powers,  and  perform  tne  services  required  of  William  Ptl- 
frey,  during  his  absence  from  that  kingdom,  or  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  be  allowed  a  salary  of  tOOO  dullars  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  con- 
missions  for  busiDess  done  on  account  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  vice-consul. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  Virginia, 

Resolved^  That  the  commissary -general  of  purchases  be  anthorixed  toei- 
change  with  **—  Nicholson,  asent  Tor  the  state  of  Virginia^  now  in  Philadel- 
phia, so  much  of  the  flour  within  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  er 
Maryland,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  as  Mr.  R.  Morris,  with  the  advice 
and  concurrence  oCthe  commander  in  chief,  shall  approve,  for  a  like  quA- 
tity  tobe  delivered  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  by  the  aforesaid  agent. 

FRIDAY,  June  22,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  21st,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  take  order  for  discharging  the  debt  due  from  the  TJnifed  States  to 
the  Pennsylvania  bank,  and  that  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  minis- 
ters of  these  United  States  at  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  the  Ha£;ue,  and  lodg- 
ed with  the  Pennsylvania  bank,  be  nut  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Rc^ 
bert  Morris,  .to  be  by  him  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  for  the  u&e  and  benefit  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Motte,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr. 
Sherman,  appointed  to  ascertain  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  burDioi^  tbt 
bills  of  creclit  of  the  old  emissions,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupou, 

Resolved,  That  the  commiftsione'rs  appointed  to  examine  and  born  the 
bills  of  credit  of  the  old  emissions,  be  allowed  for  that  service,  each  the  son 
of  two  dollars  specie,  for  every  day  they  shall  be  respectively  eroplojed 
tlierein ;  and  that  the  said  commissioners  report  weekly  to  the  board  of  tm* 
Bury,  the  number  and  amount  of  the  bills  by  them  examined  and  burned. 

SATURDAY,  June  25,  1781. 
A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clyroer,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Matthews,  to 
whom  was  referred  two  letters  of  the  22d  from  Mr.  R.  Morris,  delivered  m 


a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Morris,  esq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
directed  to  take  measures  for  the  speedily  launching  and  equipping  fur 
the  ship  America,  now  on  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshirt 
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That  the  board  of  admiralty  be,  and  thej  are  hereby  directed  to  assign 
Mr.  R.  Morria  the  produce  of  the  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  prizes 
taken  bj  captain  Barry,  to  enable  Mr.  Morris  to  carry  into  execatioA  the 
preceding  resolution : 

That  Congress  proceed  on  Tuesday  next  to  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mander to  the  saia  ship  America. 

MONDAY.  June  25.  1781. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  an  ordinance  for  establishing  a  court 
of  appeals  in  cases  of  capture,  was  on  the  second  readins  debated  by  para- 
graphs :  and  on  a  <|ttestion  to  agree  '^  that  the  judges  of  the  said  court  shall 
hold  their  commissions  during  good  behayiour;"  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr..  T.  Smith. 

\Martfland, 


J^.'Hamptkktt  Mr.  SuUiTao, 

livermore. 

MuaaAuaeUt^  Mr.  Lovell. 

Pfttridge. 


i 


no 


Cmneelicff^ 


IkvoJeney^ 


no 
no 
nol 
ay>no 

no  3 
no^ 

noj 

no/  ^ 
>  no 


no 


ay>»y 

ay) 


Virginia^ 
Getrgia^ 


Mr.  Catron, 

Potts» 
Mr.  Jones, 

MacUaoi^ 

Bland. 

M.  Smith. 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Johnson. 
Mr.  Matthews^ 

Bee, 

Eveleigh. 
Mr.  Walton. 

Few, 


Osgood, 
Mr.  Huntington, 

Ellsworth. 

Sherman, 
Mr.  Withenpoon. 

Houston, 
FtmujfhaniOf  Mr.  Montgomery,    ay 

Clymer,  ay    ^^ ^^  — ,  -^  i  .v 

T.Smith,  ay)  Pew.  mvCV 

IMaware,         Mr.M^Kean,  ay  >-* 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

TUESDAY,  June  26, 1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day.  from  John  L.  Clarkson,  was  read ;  Whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  John  L.  Clarkson  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as 
clerk  to  the  board  of  treasury,  a  sum  at  the  rate  of  250  dollars  per  annum, 
for  eitra  services  in  executing  the  duties  of  secretary  of  that  board. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read  ;  Whereupon. 

Beeotvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  ot  Delaware,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  to  settle  with  the  oflScers  and  men  of  the  invalid  regiment, 
who  are  citizens  of  those  states,  on  certificates  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  regiment,  without  requiring  their  personal  attendance  on  the  auditors 
or  persons  appointed  by  the  saicT states  respectively,  to  liquidate  their  ac- 
counts for  depreciation. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer.  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Matthews,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Mr.  Morris,  delivered  in  a  further  re- 
port; Whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That  an  agent  for  the  United  States  of  America  be  appointed 
to  reside  at  the  Havanna : 

Ordered^  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the  said  agent ;  and 
that  the  committee  who  brought  in  this  report  prepare  the  draught  of  a  com- 
nission  and  instructions  for  the  said'  agent. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  captain  to  command  the  ship 
America:  and,  the  ballots  being  taken.  John  P.  Jones,  esq.  was  unanimously 
elected. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  vice*consul,  conformable  to  the 
resolution  of  the  2lst  of  this  month;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Thomas 
Barclay  was  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr*  Clymer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

BesoLved^  Tliat  the  board  of  admiralty  inform  John  Barry,  esq.  commander 
of  the  frigate  Alliance,  that  Congress  approve  his  conduct  in  releasing  the 
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ship  belonging  to  aubjecU  of  the  republic  of  Venice,  re*UkeD  bj  him  from  & 
Bntigh  pnvateer  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  it  being  their  determioatioii  il- 
wajs  to  paj  the  utmost  respect  to  the  rights  of  neutral  commerce* 

WEDNESDAY,  June  27, 1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon^ 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  the  pajment  of  lieuteaint- 
colonel  Nevil's  passage  from  Charleston  to  Philadelphia,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  has  been  allowed  to  officers  under  like  circumstances. 

The  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  tl» 
board  of  treasury  on  the  claim  of  Christian  Wirts»  who  under  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  council  of  Pennsjlvania  of  town-major  of  Lancaster,  acted  oc- 
casionally under  the  board  of  war  in  taking  charge  of  prisoners,  public  stores, 
&c.  made  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  be  re-committed,  &bj 
that  the  board  of  treasury  recj^nest  the  honourable  William  Atlee,  e«q.  Ml- 
thias  Slough  and  Adam  Rigart,  esqrs.  to  ascertain  what  compensation  tke 
said  C.  Wirts  ought  to  receive  for  the  services  performed  in  the  premiss 
for  the  United  States. 

Coneress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  agent  to  reside  at  Havanna ;  and, 
the  ballots  being-taken,  Mr.  Robert  Smith  was  elected. 

Resolted^  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  agent  appointed  to  reside  at  Hnnnna, 
to  manage  the  occasional  concerns  of  Congress,  to  assist  the  American  trtden 
with  his  advice,  and  to  solicit  their  affairs  with  the  Spanish  government,  and 
to  govern  himself  according  to  the  orders  he  may,  from  time  .to-  time,  recern 
from  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  their  superintendent  of 
finance. 

THURSDAY,  June  28,  1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  an  estimate efncnej 
wanted  bv  the  deputy  quarter-master,  for  sending  to  the  main  army  a  DM- 
ber  of  public  horses : 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  several  estimates  of  the  boiH 
of  war  for  the  present  campaign,  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finsoce; 
and  that  he  devise  ways  and  means  for  furnishing  such  of  them,  is,  n^ 
consultation  with  the  commander  in  chief  and  board  of  war,  shall  be  deemed 
most  essentially  necessary : 

That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  tte 
several  requisitions  of  money,  and  supplies  from  the  states,  and  that  he  tih 
measures  for  calling  upon  them,  ana  pressing  a  compliance  witk'thesvd 
vequisitions : 

That  he  order  such  sum^  of  money  into  the  hands  of  the  quarter-mti^cr 
general,  and  the  commissary  of  military  stores,  aSf  upon  consultatioo  sfor^ 
said,  may  be  necessary  (or  executing  theduties  required  of  them  respectifeiv: 

That  the  bills  of  exchange  in  the  hands  of  the  board  of  war  yet  mMold,w 
delivered  to  the  superintendent  of  finance. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  devise  the  proptf 
mode  of  transferrins  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  the  busiaets  ofve 
several  boards  and  departmeats  to  which  the  institution  of  his  oSce  estesiii 
in  order  that  the  said  boards  and  departments  may  be  discontinued  ss  ^^ 
as. the  situation  of  alBiirs  will  admit:  . 

That  the  said  committee  confer  with  the  soperintendent  of  fioaoce  on  ti^ 
object  of  their  appointment:  the  members,  Mr.  Houston*  Mr« O^ood, Jif • 
T.  Smith. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Atlee^  <^ 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th  inst.  from  the  board  of  adisioltj* 
delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 
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Resolved^  That  the  reason  eiven  by  James  WhartoD  for  iieglecting  to  rea- 
der his  accounts,  cannot  be  admitted  : 

That  the  board  of  admiraltj  take  measures  to  compel  a  settlement  of  thoso 
accounts  without  further  delay* 

FRIDAY.  June  29. 1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  colonel  Moses  Hazen  be,  and  he  herebj  is  appointed  a 
brigadier  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  by  brevet. 

MONDAY.  July  2.  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  S4th  of  June,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  in- 
fbrming  Congress  that  he  has  requested  300  expert  riflemen,  to  be  furnished 
by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  present  campaign:  Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  said  request,  and  that  his  excellency 
the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  be  informed 
that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  will  allow  a  deduction  of  the 
like  number  from  the  infantry  milHia  required  of  the  said  state  for  the  south- 
ern service ;  and  that  whatever  bounty  they  shall  think  proper  to  grant  to 
this  corps  of  troops,  shall  be  re -paid  to  the  state,  and  the  men  shall  be  al- 
lowed pay,  rations,  and  complete  continental  establishment,  equal  to  the 
other  troops  in  the  field,  during  the  time  they  are  in  service. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  proper  measure! 
for  a  public  celebration  of  the  anniversary  ot  the  independence  on  Wednes- 
day next:  the  members,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Walton. 

Jnesolved,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  furnishing  the  table  of  the 
commander  in  chief. 

TUESDAY,  July  3. 1781. 

A  report  from  the  committee  of  commerce  was  read ;  Whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Gardner,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, be  directed  to  advance  to  Isaac  Smith,  of  Boston,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  iitber  owners  of  the  schooner  Hawke,  so  many  dollars  in  bills  of 
the  new  emission  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  them  the  sum  of  £  70  sterling, 
being  the  amount  of  the  freight  and  interest  due  thereon  by  the  said  schoon- 
er Hawke ;  and  that  tiie  board  of  treasury  issue  a  warrant  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  Clarke,  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-offica 
for  the  state  of  Rhode -{sland,  pay  to  Messrs.  Nicholas  and  John  Brown,  such 
a  sum  in  the  bills  of  the  new  emission,  as  will  enable  the  said  Nicholas  and 
John  Brown  to  take  up  and  discharge  a  certain  bill  of  exchange  drawn  on 
them  by  Messrs.  Penet,  D'Acosta  Freres  and  Co.  for  3758  livres,  14  sous, 
and  9  deniers  tournois..  dated  Nantz.  March  10,  1781,  the  said  bill  being 
for  amount  of  a  debt  contra'cted  by  the  said  Nicholas  and  John  Brown, 
as  agents  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  board  of  treasury  issue  a  war« 
rant  accordingly. 

A  report  from  ^e  board  of  treasury  was  read;  Whereupon, 

liesolved.  That  for  the  greater  despatch  in  destroying  the  several  emissions 
of  the  old  continental  currency  as  they  come  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  another  commissioner  "^be  added  to  those  already  appointed  for  that 
purpose ;  which  commissioners,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  also  examine, 
count  and  burn  such  of  the  emissions  of  May  ^Oth,  1777.  and  April  llth, 
1778,  as  are  or  ^lay  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  aforesaid :  the  commissioner 
elected,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Donnel. 

FRIDAY.  July  6,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  eommittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston.  Mr.  Osgood',  Mr. 
T.  Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  ef  the  27ih  of  June  from  the  su- 
perintendent of  finance :  • 
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Besolvedf  That  the  transactiuniA  of  Rcibert  Morris,  esq.  as  »operiiiteiidfDt 
of  the  finances  of  the  United  Sfaten,  previous  to  the  taking  of  the  oitb  of 
office  bj  him  the  said  superint«udent«  be  and  thej  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
Talid  and  authentic  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever : 

That  the  said  Robert  Morris  be  accountable  for  the  same/mlike  maoner 
with  other  his  official  transactions  ; 

That  the  acceptance  of  the  trust  and  powers  granted  to  the  said  saperiQ- 
fendent  bj  certain  resolutions  of  the  assembly  of  FennsjlTaDia,  betiiog 
date  the  £5th  day  of  June,  1781,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  have  a 
tendency  to  promote  the  public  service  of  the  United  States,  wherefore  tbej 
do  approve  thereof. 

On  Report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Madison.  Mr.  Yarnam,  Mr. 
Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  £8(h  of  June,  from  the  supehi- 
tendent  of  finance : 

Resolved^  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  it  hereby  svtlHK 
rized  to  appoint  an  assistant  in  his  department,  who  shall  be  entitled  tou 
annual  salary  of  1850  Spanish  milled  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly  from  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  two  clerks  who  shall  be  entitled  each  to 
the  annual  saliary  of  500  Spanish  milled  dollars  to  be  paid  in  like  manner* 

The  president  having  informed  die  United  States  in  Congress  assemblei 
that  his  ill  state  of  health  will  not  permit  him  to  continue  longer  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  requested  leave  of  absence : 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  a  president. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Shermai, 
Mr.  Jenifer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  was  takes 
into  consideration  ;  and  on  the  question  to  agjree  to  the  first  paragraph, vit 

**  That  the  election  of  a  secretary  of  marine  be  postponed  till  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 


NeW'HanyMkire,  Mr.  SuUivan, 

Livermore, 
MauackuMetti,    Mr.  LovcU, 

Pfttridge, 
OB^ood, 
Mr.  Varnuro, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Ellsworth, 
Sherman, 


FinmyhanM,     Mr.  Montgomery,  no  ) 


Rh9de-liiland, 


Delaware, 


Clymer, 
T.  Smith 
Mr.  Rodney, 
M'Kean, 


no> 


ao 


no 


Maryland, 

H'CanUna, 

Gtwgia, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

CUTull, 

Polta, 
Mr.  Jonct, 

Madisoi^ 

BLind, 

M.  Smith, 
Mr.  bharpe, 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Matthews, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Evcleigh, 
Mr.  Walton^. 

Few, 


So  the  Question  was  lost 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three:  tbe 
members,  Mr.  M*K.ean,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Bland. 

SATURDAY,  July  7. 1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  14th  April,  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  was  called  fori 
and  >a  motion  thereon  being  made  and  question  put,  <'  that  the  salary  of  tlie 
comnussioners  of  the  board  of  admiralty  be  augmented,''  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  application  of  the  board  of  admiralty  of  the  2d,  in  be- 
half of  themselves  and  the  secretary  of  the  board,  for  the  payment  of  the  ht- 
lance  of  salary  due  to  them,  be  referred  to  the  superiateiideiit  of  fiaance  ts 
take  order. 

Oa  report  of  a  coramittee^'coosistiiig  of  Mr.  Johnson,  Mn  Mott«»  Mc;  Cly- 
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mer,  to  whom  were  referred  several  papers  accompanjing  an  application  of 
col.  Hazen : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasary,  in  the  settlement  of  the  depreciation 
due  to  that  part  of  col.  Hazen^s  regiment  not  of  the  quota  of  any  states  adinit 
such  evidence  of  the  tifoes  of  inliAtment  and  periods  of  service  as  have  been 
accepted  by  any  of  the  s^tes  in  settling  with  other  parts  of  the  said  regiment^ 
and  that  the  said  board  appoint  some  person,  who  shall  deliver  certificates 
for  the  balances  due  on  account  of  depreciation,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
re!<pectively  to  whom  they  sha!!  be  due ;  he  taking  their  receipts  for  the  same^ 
to  be  transmitted  to  and  lodged  in  the  treasury  oflice. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Os- 

food,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  June  7th,  from  tlie  governor  of  Rhode- 
sland : 

Rexolvedt  That  so  much  of  the  said  letter  as  relates  to  a  call  for  militit 
for  the  defence  of  that  island,  be  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief;  and 
that  he  be  authorized  to  call  upon  the  four  eastern  states  ,  namely,  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,  and  Connecticut,  for  such  num^ 
ber  of  militia  for  the  defence  of  Rhmle-Island  as  he  shall  think  necessary. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  delegates  of  South -Carolina,  that  the  board  of 
war  be  directed  to  forward  to  the  state  of  "^outh-Carolina,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  3000  stand  of  arms  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  that  state. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Iililsworth,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Varnuro,  to  strik 
out  the  words  **  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  that  state :''  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert,  "  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  southern  depart-^ 
ment  shall  direct ;''  a  division  was  called  for,  and  on  the  question  to  strike 
out  the  words  '<  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  that  state ;"  tlie  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Matthews : 


JV.  Hampafurt^  Mr.  Sulfivati, 

Liverroore, 

Mdnachuiettt^  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 

Rh^de-JUtrnd,    Mr.  Vamura, 
Cwmeetieui^      Mr.  Huntington» 

£l]swonh» 
Sherman, 

Pemuyhama,  Mr.  MontgT>m«iy, 

T.  Siiuth, 

Belawan,         Mr,  Rodney, 


no^no 

noS 

ay>.* 

no^ 

ay  Cay 

ay3 

no/ 

no) 

no>^* 


no 


Mar^fand, 
Virginia^  . 

Gtorgia^ 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Carroll, 

Potts, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Bland, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Johnson, 
Mr.  Matthews, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigfai 
Mr.  Few, 

Howly, 


no 


no 


8o  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland,  bo* 
tween  the  words  **  arms"  and  ^  for,"  to  insert  «*  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  com- 
roanding  officer  of  the  southern  department  shall  direct.'' 

*On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mattkewi^ 


JSf.  HampBhirtf  Mr.  Sullivan, 

Livermore, 

MataackuMtUa^   Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 

Bhodi^UUrndf    Mr.  Vamum, 

i:oimeetieui,      Mr.  Huntington, 

Ellsworth, 
Sherman, 

Penhnfleaniaf  Mr.  Montgomery, 

T.  Smith, 

JMbtoorf »       •  Mr.  Bodney,' 


8o  it  passed  it  the  negative. 


Maryland^ 

VirginiOf 
y.'CaroGna, 
S,' Carolina, 

Otorgitif 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Carroll, 

Pott% 
Mr.  Jones, 

Bland, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Johnson* 
Mr.  Matthew^ 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Few, 

Uowly, 
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After  debate^  Ordered,  That  the  farther  conaideration  •f  the  laotioiibi 
postponed. 

MONDAY,  July  9,  1781. 

A  Dote  from  Mr.  Ellerj,  one  of  the. commissioners  of  the  board  of  admi- 
raltjt  was  read,  informing  that  his  family  afTairs  pressed  his  retnrn  home, 
and  therefore  requested  leave  of  absence : 

Ordered,  l*hat  leave  be  granted. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  election  «f 
ft  president ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  honorable  Samuel  JohnsoB 
was  elected. 

TUESDAY,  July  10,  irSl. 

Mr.  Johnson  having  declined  to  accept  the  office  of  president,  and  offend 
auch  reasons  as  were  satisfactory,  the  house  proceeded  to  another  election; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  hon.  Thomas  M'Kean  was  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  Smith, 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  saperin- 
^tendent  of  finance  on  the  means  proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  d^ 
fraying  the  eipenses  of  the  delegates  of  such  of  the  states  as  from  the  events 
of  ttie  war  may  be  unable  to  provide  for  their  sppport  during  their  attendance 
in  Congress ;  also  on  the  means  for  paying  the  salaries  due  to  the  civil  oi- 
cers  and  clerks  of  the  boards  or  offices  immediately  under  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized, either  by  himself  or  such  person  or  persons  as  he  shall,  from  timet* 
time,  appoint  for  the  purpose,  to  procure  on  contract  all  necessary  sopplitf 
for  the  use  of  the  army  or  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  also  for  the  ruvr 
artificers,  or  prisoners  of  war,  and  also  the  transportation  thereof;  and  ill 
contracts  or  agreements  heretofore  made,  or  which  shall  be  hereafter  oide 
by  him  or  persons  under  his  authority,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  are  hereiij 
dieclared  to  be  binding  on  the  United  States. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Patridge,  Mr.  Os- 
good, to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  James  and  William  Winthrop: 

Ordered,  That  MesHis.  James  and  William  Winthrop,  be  permitted  to  oc- 
cupy the  barracks,  standing  without  the  fortifications  on  Governor's  hlaoi 
in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  a  barn,  until  further  order  sbill 
be  taken  respecting  the  same  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Matthew^ 
ftppointed  to  prepare  a  commission  and  instructions  to  Thomas  Barclay,  Tic^ 
consul,  reported  a  draught,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Rewlved,  That  the  thanks  of  Confess  be  given  to  the  hon.  Samuel  Han* 
tidgton,  late  president  of  Congress,  in  testimony  of  their  approbatioD  of  U* 
conduct  in  the  chair  and  in  the  execution  of  public  business. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  S.  Johnson  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  11,  irSl. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  Th6mas  Hutchins,  was  read,  signifying  his  v- 
ceptance  of  the  office  of  geographer  to  the  southern  army. 

Resolved,  That  the  geographer  to  the  main  army,  and  also  the  geognpli^ 
to  the  southern  army,  be  stiled  *'  geographer  to  the  United  States  of  AiDen- 
ca,"  and  commissioned  and  considered  as  such ;  and  that  they  perform  soch 
services  as  the  commander  in  chief,  and  commanding  officer  of  the  soathers 
army,  may  judee  necessary  to  assign  tliem  respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  admiral fr! 

Re$olved,  That  the  frinite  Trumbull  be  put  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Morris,  superintendent  of  finance,  for  such  service  as  he  nay  judge  necr* 
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iary ;  and  that  the  captain  of  t^ie  said  frigate  receive  and  obey  the  orders 
and  instructions  given  to  him  by  the  said  superintendent. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sallivan,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr. 
Bland,  to  whom  were  referred  a  memorial  and  other  papers  of  baron 
D'Arendt,  was  taken  into  consideration,  namely,  that  part  wherein  they  im- 
port that  it  may  be  proper  to  resolve, 

'*  That  the  bioard  of  treasury  settle  with  the  baron  D'Arendt,  for  his  paj 
and  depreciation,  up  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1781 ;  and  that  he  be  enti* 
tied  to  such  future  pay  and  emoluments  as  may  be  allowed  by  Congress  to 
other  foreign  officers  in  similar  circumstances." 

A  question  being  taken  on  the  first  part :  passed  in  the  affirmative; 

On  the  second  part  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  the  state  of  Con^ 
necticut,  second ea  by  the  state  of  Georgia ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  T.  Smith, 


2if,'Haimp^ftt  Mr.  Sullivan, 

livermore, 

Mauaeku9etU^  Hy.  Lovell, 

Patridee, 
Osgood, 

Mode-LtUmd^    Mr.  Vamum, 

CmmecUcut,      Mr.  £Usworth, 

Sberman, 

J^eraujfhama,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Clymer, 
T.  Smith, 

2k!aware,         Mr.  Rodney, 

M'Kean, 


} 


no 


no 
no 
no*^ 
a)  Cay 

no>* 

nol 
no>no 

noj 

no 

ncr 


no 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


y.'CaroHnaf 
S.-  Conhna, 


GtBTgia, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Cairoli, 

Potta, 
Mr.  Jonea, 

Madison, 

Bland, 
Mr.  Sharpc^ 
Mr.  Matthews, 

Motte, 

Evelcigh, 
Mr.  Few, 

Howly, 


So  it  passed  in  tlie  negative. 

Or  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  aid  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Sullivan, 


Jf^Eampthirey   Mr.  Sullivan 

Livermore, 

MattackuMtta,  Mr.LoveU, 

Patndge, 
Osgood, 

^ode-Ithnd,    Mr.  Vamum, 

Connecticut,      Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Sherman, 

Femuifhttnia,  Mr.  Montgomery,   ay 

Clymer,  ay 

T.  Smith,         ay 
Mr.  lUxiney, 


»y 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


N.' Carolina, 
S.- Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Carroll, 

Potts 
Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Bland 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 

Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr*  Few, 

Howly, 


ay) 

ayWy 
ay) 

»yi 

ayjay 

ay) 
ay  >♦ 

»vi 
ayS  ay 

»yi 


Delaware,         Mr.  lUxiney,  ay  1  ^^ 

M'Kean,  ay  3  ^^ 

•So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereas  the  baron  D'Arendt,  cannot,  consistent  with  the  arrangement  of 
the  army  made  in  October  last,  and  which  took  effect  in  January  1781,  be 
considered  in  the  service  of  these  states  since  that  time,  nor  at  present  be 
allowed  half  pay,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  allowed  to  officers  reduced  by 
that  arran  eeme  n  t. 

Revived,  That  the  board  of  treasury  settle  with  the  baron  D'Arendt,  for 
his  pay  and  depreciation,  up  to  the  said  1st  day  of  January,  1781 ;  and  that 
he  be  entitled  to  such  future  pay  and  emoluments,  as  may  be  allowed  by 
Congress  to  other  foreign  officers  in  similar  circumstances. 

THURSDAY,  July  10,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  llth,  from  Mr.  Huntington,  late  president*  was  read; 

Ordered,  That  the  vote  of  thanks,  and  this  letter  in  answer  thereto  ba 
published. 

On  the  application  of  the  hon.  S.  Huntington,  one  of  the  delegates  for  the 
state  of  Connecticut : 
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Orderedj  Thikt  a  warrant  issue  in.  his  favor  on  the  treaAirer,  for  133  1-3 
dollars,  specie,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  state,  in  part  payment  for  the 
schooner  Spy,  furnished  by  the  said  state  for  the  use  of  the  (Jnited  Statu, 
and  lost  in  their  service. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Madisfm,  Mr.  PitriO*f, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  Mr.  Marbois^  chars:e  des  afTatres  of 
France,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,  it  was  resoUed  us  follo«rs: 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem* 
bled,  that  there  arc  many  French  seamen,  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty, in  the  United  States,  employed  on  board  armed  and  other  vesseU  in 
the  service  of  the  said  states,  or  tfie  citizens  thereof:  and,  whereas,  it  httk 
also  been  represented,  that  the  said  seamen  are  necessary  for  completeij 
manning  the  squadron  under  the  count  de  Barras :  All  officers,  thererre, 
commanding  armed  or  other  vessels,  under  commissions  from  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  iromediatelj 
to  deliver  to  the  said  count  de  Barras,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  bj  hia 
appointed  to  receive  the  same,  all  French  seamen,  subjects  of  his  said  dm- 
jesty,  who  are  or  may  be  entered  on  board  their  vessels  respectively ;  a&d 
if  any  officer,  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  compljiog 
with  this  order,  he  shall  forfeit  his  commission,  and  be  subject  to  such  othtr 
punishment  as  to  risht  shall  appertain  ;  and  it  is  earnestly  recommeuded  ta 
the  legislatures  andexecutives  of  the  several  states,  to gi\e  effectual  aid  and 
support  for  the  executing  this  order,  and  also  for  delivering  to  the  count  de 
Barras,  all  French  seamen  as  aforesaid,  that  may  be  otherwise  eoiplojfcd 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commissary -general  of  militarj 
stores ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Samuel  Hodgdon  was  elected,  hatins 
been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Howly. 

FRIDAY,  July  13,  1781, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Motte, 
Kesolved,  That  the  boani  of  war  direct  rations  to  be  furnished  to  the  pri- 
soners lately  exchanged,  and  their  families,  who  have  alreadj  arrived,  or  naj 
hereafter  arrive  in  this  city  from  Charleston,  Savannah,  or  St.  Angaitine, 
until  the  further  order  of  Congress  : 

That  the  board  of  war  onler  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  number  of  soch 
persons  as  shall  so  draw  rations,  except  the  continental  officers  and  their 
lauuLies,  that  a  proper  account  may  be  kept  of  the  same. 

MONDAY,  Julji  16,  1781. 

An  act  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virpoi<v 
empowering  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled*  to  levy  a  duty  of  fin 
per  cent,  on  imports  and  prizes,  was  read. 

Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  attended,  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read: 

A  memorial  of  capt.  Joseph  Elliot,  of  the  first  South -Carolina  regimeDt, 
was  read :  ' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war ;  and  that  the  board  ol 
war  take  order  for  alTording  such  relief  to  the  officers  of  the  United  Suti ^i 
lately  returned  and  returning  from  captivity  in  Charleston,  as  their  circan- 
stances  may  require,  and  the  financea  will  admit 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  brigadier-eeneral  M'Intosh,  was  read  : 

Whereupon,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  SbcmiU' 
«•  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  day  of  February,  1780,  rcapect- 
ing  brigadier-general  M'Intosh,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.'^ 

To  which  it  wasmoved  by  Mr.  Walton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Uowly»  to  wA, 
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by  way  uf  amendnieot,  <'  except  so  far  as  restraiaa  him  from  taking  com^ 
inand  in  the  state  of  Georgia.'^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired  by  Mr.  Walton, 


no 


no 


no 


VtrgimOf 


Delaware, 
Murylandt 


S.-Carolma, 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  Jonei, 
Mjuiiflon, 

Bland, 
M.  Smith, 
Bandolph, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Ytveleighf 

Mr.  Walton, 
liowly. 


N^Ihu^durti   Mr.  Sullivan, 

livennore, 
Miaa$achuaeut,  Mr.  Patndge, 

Osgood, 
Wiode-hland,  Mr.  Vamum, 
Connecticut,      Mr.  Bllswordi, 

Sherman, 
Pemuyhaniof   Mr.  Montgomery, 

Clymer, 

T.  Smith, 
Mr.  M<Kean, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Carroll, 

Potts, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question  ;  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Pesolved,  That  the  board  of  war,  commander  in  chief,*  and  commanding 
officer  of  a  separate  army,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  order  ra- 
tions to  be  delivered  to  such  officers  on  parole  as  they  snail  think  proper,  the 
resoiation  of  the  t9th  of  May,  1778,  notwithstanding. 

TUESDAY,  July  17,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  comHiittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty: 

Besidvedf  That  William  Nicholson  be  appointed  a  lieutenant  of  marinea 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States : 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  be  re-committed. 

On  report  of  a  committee*  consisting  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr* 
Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  t2th,  from  P.  Lewis,  a  commis- 
atoner  of  tlie  board  of  admiralty,  desiring  leave  to  resign  : 

Hesolved,  That  the  resignation  of  the.  said  Francis  Lewis  be«  and  it  is 
hereby  accepted. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  18, 1781. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war : 

Mesolvtd,  That  the  office  of  pay-master  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance 
be  .abolished ;  and  that  the  said  pay-makter  do  forthwith  prepare  his  accounts 
for  liquidation :' 

A  report  from  the  chamber  of  accounts,  on  the  accounts  of  general  Suili^ 
van,  was  laid  before  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  tp  the  board  of  treasury ;  and  that  the  board 
receive  such  evidence  in  support  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Sullivan  aa  shall  be 
satisfactory,  and  the  best  which  circumstances  will  admit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  W'alton, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  pay  the  passages  of  the 
several  cpntinental  officers  already  arrived,  and  that  may  hereafter  arrive  in 
this  city  from  Charleston  and  St.  Augustine. 

The  consideration  of  the  ordinance  for  establishing  a  court  of  appeals  in 
cases  of  capture,  was  resumed  ;  and,  after  debate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re- committed : 

That  Mr.  Randolph  tM  added  to  the  committee. 

ReBolved^  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  ordinance  for  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  admiralty  courts 
of  tbe  several  states  in  cases  of  capture,  to  revise  and  collect  into  one  body 
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the  resolutions  of  Congress  and  other  convenient  rules  of  decision,  and  to 
call  upon  the  several  legislatures,  to  aid  bj  necessary  provisions  the  powen 
reserved  to  Congress  by  the  articles  of  confederation  on  the  subject  of  ap- 
tures  from  the  enemy. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr.BtlsworthfMr. 
Bland,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  relative  to  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  of  America : 

•  Resolved^  That  the  care  of  the  marine  prisoners,  heretofore  entmsted  ti 
the  board  of  admiralty^  bie  transferred  to  the  commissary  of  prisonen uodcr 
tlie  superintendence  of  the  board  of  war  : 

That  the  seal  of  the  admiralty  be  deposited  with  the  secretary  oHCongretti 
and  that  he' seal  and  countersign  the  like  commissions  as  have  heretofore 
been  issued  by  the  board  of  admiralty  by  order  of  Congress,  until  a  secrtti* 
ry  of  marine  shall  be  appointed. 

FRIDAY,  July  20,  1781. 

Mr.  Mowry,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Rhode-Island  and  Proridesoe 
Plantations,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentials  of  the  delegates  fortlut 
itate,  which  were  read. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Bland,  ti 
whom  was  re -commit  ted  part  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  de- 
livered in  a  report ;  Whereupon,   < 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Dale  and  Aleiander  Murray,  be  appointed  lies- 
tenants  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  commissions  be  issued 
tt>  them  accordingly. 

SATURDAY,  Ju2y  21,  1781. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Clvmer,  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr. 
Matthews,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Bland,  delivered  in  a  report : 

The  same  being  taken  up,  and  the  following  paragraph,  being  under  debtte, 

viz. 

*<That  for  the  purpose  of  administering  suitable  relief  to  these  unlortn- 
nate  but  highly  virtuous  citizens  (namely,  sundry  inhabitants  of  Sovtb-Caro- 
lina  and  G^rgia,  lately  arrived  in  cartels  from  Charleston}  a  recommeoda- 
tion  be  immediately  forwarded  from  Congress  to  the  several  executives  in 
the  Union,  to  promote  a  loan  of  money  within  their  respective  states ;  ud 
that  it  be  notified  to  them,  that  the  delegates  representing^  the  states  of  Soodi* 
Carolina  and  Georgia  in  Congress,  have  pledged  the  faith  of  the  said  sUtei 
for  the  re-payment  of  the  money  so  lent,  in  proportion  to  what  shall  be  ssp- 
plied  to  their  respective  citizens,  as  soon  as  the  legislatures  of  the  said  states 
•hall  be  .in  a  condition  to  make  provision  for  so  doing;  and  that  in  the  man 
time  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  willguaraQtee  the  re-pj- 
ment  of  all  monies  lent  for  the  above  purpose. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ellsworth,  ioposf- 
pone  the  consideration  of  that  paragraph ;  and  on  Uie  question  for  poitpofi* 
ing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bee, 


K'HampMrt,  Mr.  SuUiran,  a>  : 

Livermore,  ay  3   ^ 

MatsaehiueUM,  Mr.  Patridge,  no  > 

Osgood,  no  5 

MhodR-lOaitd,    Mr.  Mowry,  *yiav 

Vanium,  *yS 

Cormeetieui,      Mr.  Ellsworth,  ay } 

Sherman,  ay  3  ' 

HhuyJeTHt/f       Mr.  ^Vitherspoon,  no  ^* 

Pemuytvaiaa,  Mr.  Montgomery,  no> 

Clymer,  no  J  no 

T.  SmiUiy  ay^ 

Jklm'Jfore^         Mr.  M*Kean,  no  ^  * 


Maryland^        Mr.  Jenifer, 

CarroU, 
Pott% 

Ftrginkk  Mr.  Madiaao, 

Bland, 
Bandolpl^ 

Al-CorolMo,      Mr.  Sharpe, 

S.'CQr»liua,      Mr.  Matthew^ 


Motte, 
ETeleigl^ 
Geonaa,  Mr.Waltoq, 

Uewly, 
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Se  it  pftBBed  in  tbe  negative. 

A  clivition  beini;  then  called  for,  and  a  question  taken  on  the  flrtt  part, 
••  far  as  the  words  **  a  loan  of  roone^  within  their  respective  states,'^  ineltt* 
•ivc ;  it  was  io8t»  onl^  five  states  being  in  the  affirmative. 

MONDAY,  July  23,  \7B1. 

Mr.  Rlias  Boodinot,  a  dele^te  for  the  state  of  New-Jersej,  attended*  and 
produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  CornelU 
Mr.  Sharpe,  to  whom  was  referred  an  extract  of  general  Washington's  let* 
ter  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  respecting  the  clothing  department : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  said  extract  of  general  Washington's  letter,  together 
with  a  letter  from  the  superintendent  of  finance  to  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  be  referred  to  the  board  of  war;  who  are  directed  to  confer  with  the 
auperintendent  of  finance  and  the  clothier,  and  make  the  best  contracts  in 
their  |)ower  for  procuring  clothing  for  the  army. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bv  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Sherman, 

**  That  the  amount  of  all  clothing  furnished  or  to  be  furnished  during  the 
present  campaign  and  for  the  next  winter,  bj  any  of  the  states  for  their  seve- 
ral troops,  shall  be  credited  to  the  states  respectively,  according  t%  a  Just 
and  eauitable  value,  and  shall  be  considered  as  so  much  advanced  00  account 
of  sucn  state's  auota  of  taxes  for  the  present  year." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  the  yeas  atid  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Sherman, 


A\'Hgmpthiret  Mr.  Stdfivsn, 

Lhreitiune, 

JSamachu§ea»,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 

Mhod^Mdandy   Mr.  Mowiy, 

yamiun, 

CtmttHaa^      Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Sherman, 

^fSew'Jerwtfft      Mr.  Withenpoon, 

Boudinot, 
Mr.  Montgomeiy, 
Clymer, 
T.  Smith, 


no 


nio 


ZMfU'UftBVf 

MaryUoidf 
Virginia^ 


N.'CarMia, 


Oear^ 


Mr.  MVeail, 
Mr.  CanoU, 

Potts, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Bknd, 

M.  Smith, 

Randolph, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthews, 

Bee, 

Bveleif^ 
Mr.  Walton, 

Howly, 


m> 


•  I  no 


Ao 
no 
no"\ 
no  f 
no  Vito 
no  I 

no  ^* 

noi 
noS  no 
no  I 

BO> 


no 


9o  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr*  TaniiinH 
Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Matthews,  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  the 
honourable  the  minister  of  Prance,  reported  the  substance  of  the  said  common 
Dications* 

Congress  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the  report  on  M>.  Bland's  motion ; 
Whereupon,, 

Resolved,  That  the  auditor-general  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and 
directed  forthwith  to  ascertain,  in  the  best  manner  he  can,  the  specie  value, 
at  the  time  the  same  were  dated,  of  the  several  bills  drawn  by  major-geq. 
Lincoln,  and  accepted  by  the  board  of  treasury,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu« 
tions  of  Congress  of  the  23d  day  of  March  and  6th  of  July,  1780 ;  and  thtft 
the  soperintencleat  of  finance  issue  eertifieates  for  the  amount  thereof,  with 
lawful  interest  from  the  respective  dates ;  and  also  provide  sufficient  funds 
for  the  final  redemption  of  the  said  certificates,  and  for  the  punctual  pay- 
soentof  the  interest  thereof  annually,  in  specie,  in  the  mean  time. 

JResolvedf  That  five  suitable  persons  be  appointed  and  authorized  to  opei 
a  subscription  fop  a  loan  of  30,000  dollars,  for  the  support  of  such  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  have  been  driven  from 
their  country  and  possessaons  by  the  enemy,  the  said  states,  respectively,  by 
Vol.  IIL  82 
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their  delegates  in  (^ongresA*  pledging  their  faith  for  the  re-ptyneot  of  the 
•0019  so  lent»  with  interest,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  which  shtU  be  rectW* 
ed  by  their  respective  citizens,  as  soon  as  the  lei^slaturesofthe  Mid  stitd 
shall  severally  be  in  condition  to  make  proviaioii  for  so  doii^and  Coo|;r(« 
hereby  guaranteeing  this  obligation : 

That  the^said  five  persons  do  also  receive  voluntary  and  free  doQatioiift,tB 
be  applied  to  the  further  relief  of  the  said  aoflerers : 

(frdered.  That  the  president  send  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  tk 
executives  of  the  several  states  not  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  requestia^ 
them  to  promote  the  success  of  the  said  loan  and  donation  in  such  «aj  m 
they  shall  think  best. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  F.  Hopkinsoo,  treasurer  of  loans,  was  read,  it* 
questing  leave  to  resign  : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 
-  Besolvedt  That  the  office  of  treasurer  of  loans  be^  and  the  same  is  krtkf 
abolished  ;  and  that  the  b,usineas  thereof  be  annexed  to  the  office  of  trestutf 
of  the  United  States. 

TUESDAY,  July  24,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  Smith*  it  wu  resolf- 
ed  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  superintendent  of  finance,  upon  entering  on  his  office,  hai  re- 
presented that  it  would  be  proper  that  the  board  of  treasury  should  contiose 
to  exercise  the  powers  entrusted  to  them,  until  such  time  as  he  shall  biu 
made  his  arrangements,  and  is  |>repared  to  take  up  the  busineaa : 

Resolved,  That  until  the  bubiness  be  regularly  transferred  over  to  then* 
perintendent  of  finance,  the  board  uf  treasury  continue  in  the  discharge  of  it 
duties  heretofore  entrusted  to  them. 

A  letter,  of  the  I6th  May,  from  E.  Porman,  one  of  the  comnuasionerB  oftk 
board  of  treasury »  was  called  for  and  read  ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  the  said  Ezekiel  Forman.be,  and  it  is 
hereby  accepted. 

On'reportof  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamum,  Mr.  Bfand,  Mr.Sil- 
livan,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  John  Storey : 

Resolved^  That  John  Storey  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  rations  for  bii 
services,  from  the  time  of  gen.  Greene's  resignation  as  quarter- master  gtce- 
ral,  until  the  21st  day  of  April  last,  which  he  received  or  w^s  entitled  to  r^ 
eeivewhen  acting  immediately  under  the  toid  quarter-matter  geoeml: 

That  the  said  John  Storey  immediately  repair  to  camp,  and  there  carefpllj 
transact  aud  settle  the  business  belonging;  to  the  late  quarter-mister  geA^ 
ral's  department,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress ;  and  for  this  serf  ice  ^ 
shall  be  allowed,  from  the  21st  day  of  April  last,  the  pay  and  ratioosof^ 
captain  in  the  line  of  the  army. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Storey  be  informed  that  his  claim  to  rank  is  inadoi)- 
sible;  and  that  his  claim  for  depreciation  will  be  settled  bj  thegeoeral  pUfl. 
when  adopted  for  the  staflTof  the  army. 

Resolotit  That  Messrs.  William  fiingharo,  John  Bayard,  Geojrp  Mei<i 
Jacob  Barge,  and  Dr.  Hutchinson,  be,  and  they  are  herebv,  appointed  so<i  ^' 
thorized  to  open  a  subscription  for  a  loan,  agreeably  to  the  reaolatiofi  ^'^d 
yesterday. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jtt/j  25,  1781. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Elmer,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Jeraey,  atteodedu' 
took  his  seat. 

A  tetter,  of  this  day,  from  the  superintendent-of  finance  wet  resd;  ^>l>^ 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  the  interest  to  be  allowed  on  the  certifiGatesgrBBtedAirtbe 
bills  drawn  by  major -gen.  Lincoln,  be  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  iaau0- 
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-: — ^      ■  ■       '     '  '  '  '  ■  ■  ■  — -^ 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consi^tin^of  Mr.  Os^^ood,  Mr.  Potts,  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  J.  P.  Jones,  together  with  his 
ftcconnt : 

Besolvedt  That  the  charges  of  the  said  J.  P.  Jones,  as  eihibited  in  his  ac- 
counts, No.  1, 2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  be  allowed  ;  and  that  the  said  report  and 
iccounts  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  take  order. 

On  report*  of  a  committee,  consiiiting  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  MaaiiiOQ,  to  whom  was  referred  two  letters  from  major-gen.  Greene : 

Resolved,  That  the  oresident  acquaint  major-gen.  Greene,  that  the  mea* 
Hires  he  has  pursued  for  the  general  security  of  the  southern  states,  and  for 
lisposfii^ssing  the  enemy  of  the  several  posts  occupied  bj  them,  afford  such 
proofs  of  his  judgment,  vigilance,  and  firmness,  as  recommend  him  totheen^ 
tire  approbation  of  Congress ;  and  that  Congress  are  equally  sensible  of  the 
Keal,  gallantry,  and  perseverance  displayed  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  under 
Ills  command,  in  the  various  services  in  which  they  have  been  employed,  and 
lie  difficulties  with  which  they  have  contended. 

THURSDAY,  July  26,  1781. 

Mr.  N.  Vandyke,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended. 

Ordered^  That  'the  board  of  treasury  report  to  Congress  what  states  have 
complied  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  t8th  March  and  26th  Au- 
gust, 1780,  concerning  the  calling  in  the  old  continental  money  and  the 
LBsuiog  the  new. 

MONDAY,  July  SO.  178L 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  lieutenant  de 
Marcellin,  delivered  in  a  report;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  lieutenant  de  Marcellin,  of  the  2d  Pennsylvania  regiment, 
lave  leave  of  absence  till  the  lat  day  of  May,  1782,  for  the  purpose  of  going 
:o  France  on  private  business. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr* 
Matthews,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Madison,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  superin- 
tendent of  finance  on  the  means  of  defraying  the  expense  of  the.delegates  o 
luch  of  the  states,  as  from  the  events  of  the  war  may  be  unable  to  provide 
"or  their  support  during  their  attendance  in  Congress :  also  on  the  means  for 
laying  the  salaries  of  the  civil  officers  and  clerks  of  the  boards  and  offices 
mmediately  under  Congress, 

Jtesolvedl  That  until  the  delegates  for  the  states  of  North-Carolina,  South* 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  shall  receive  remittances  from  their  respective  states 
'or  their  support  during  their  attendance  in  Congress,  the  superintendent  of 
in  a  nee  be  authorized  and  directed  to  supply  such  of  them  as  have  their 
families  with  them,  a  sum  not  exceeding  200  dollars  per  month  each,  and  to 
{uch  as  have  not  families  with  them,  150  dollars  per  month  each,  the  said 
mms  to  be  charged  to  the  said  states  respectively;  add  that  the  superintend* 
3ntuf  finance  be  authorized  and  directed  to  make  provision  for  discharging 
the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  officers  on  the  civil  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  future  payment  of  their  salaries  as  the  same  shall  become 
iue. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  the  arrangements  made  and  orders  given 
ly  E.  Cornell,  at  Springfield,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Regblved,  That  the  Imrd  of  war  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to 
uiutinue  such  of  the  officers  in  the  laboratory  and  artificers  at  Springfield, 
IS  tiie  ^ood  of  the  service  may  require,'  and  to  remove  all  and  every  other 
[)fficer  in  the  laboratory  or  corps  of  artificers  at  that  place,  and  proceed  to 
make  such  further  reforms  in  tne  department  of  tho  commissary  of  militaij 
stores  at  other  posts  as  they  judge  may  conduce  to  the  public  interest 
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TUESDAY.  July  31,  irSl. 

Mr.  Diiane  tnd  Mn  ii*»Hoipmediett»  two  delegates  for  the  state  of  Kcv- 
iTork,  attended. 

Oo  report  of  a  committee,  conaisting  ot  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Tar- 
jbopi,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  duof,  the  board  of  vir, 
and  the  superintendent  of  finance : 

Ordered^  That  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  war  be,  and  he  is  hen- 
by  directed  to  repair  to  head-qnarters  with  the  saperintendent  of  finance.ii 
prder  to  consult  with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  softgect  of  the  arrasgt 
-meat  and  numbers  of  the  army  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Oo  report  of  a  committee,  consist! ns  of  Mr.Clymer»Mr«  Root,  Mr.  Joho* 
aoo,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  general  Sullivan  of  the  35th  of 
liovember,  1780: 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treasury  pass  to  the  credit  of  general  Sullim 
the  following  sums  ip  specie,  yiz.  100  dollars  as  a  compensation  for  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  in  securina  the  military  stores  and  ordnance  in  Fint- 
iVilliam  and  Mary,  New -Hampshire,  in  the  year  \775,  and  diMribotin; 
them  in  various  parts  of  the  country  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  lOi'^ 
dollars  for  the  extraordinarf  expenses,  necessarily  Incorrrd  by  him  on  sevcnl 
occasions,  as  the  commamttog  officer  in  a  sepaciUe  department,  for  which  m 
{provision  or  compensation  Has  been  made ;  and  400  aollara  as  a  reimbom- 
in^nt  of  the  expanses  incurred  by  him,  after  his  resignation  for  the  recorcfr 
of  his  health,  which  he  bad  lost' in  the  service  and  was  thereby  induced  o 
retire. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read,  enclosing  accoonts  against  the 
United  States  for  the  support  and  tuition  of  three  Indnan  tioys  at  nincetn; 
Whereupon, 

Ordendt  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  board  of  treaanrv ;  and  tbt 
the  board  devise  ways  and  means  for  furnishing  colonel  Oeorge  Morgan  vid 
the  sum  of  j6  137  currency  of  New-Jersey,  in  specie,  to  enable  him  tofij 
for  the  support  and  tuition  of  three  Indian  boys  of  the  Delaware  natioo, 
now  at  Princeton  college ;  for  which  sum  colonel  George  Morgan  is  to  W 
accountable. 

WEDNESDAY,  Jugust  1,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Varnoro, ' 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  on  the  post-office,  the  ao^rinteDdent^ 
finance,  and  post-master  general,  prepare  and  report  the  state  of  the  presfot 
expenses  of  tne  post-office,  and  a  system  for  regulating  the  aime  in  f stare. 

Ordertdt  That  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Sharne,  a  delegate  for  the  iUK 
of  North-Carolina,  a  warrant  issue  on  Thomas  Smith,  commissioner  ef  thf 
continental  loan*  (Office  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  fisvonr  of  Griffith 
Rutherford,  brigadier-general,  and  — -  Isaacs,  a  colonel  of  militia  of  ^ 
state  of  North  Carolina,  lately  arrived  in  this  city  from  captivity  at  St  Ai- 
gustiue,  for  the  sum  of  3000  dollars  new  emission,  to  be  charged  to  the  tt» 
state  of  North-Carolina. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Vamumj^  seconded  bv  Mr.  L'Homvedics, 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  facta  nentiooed  iott^ 
intercepted  letter  of  the  7th  February  last,  from  lord  George  Germain  totff 
Henry  Clinton,  and  report  the  result  of  their  enquiries  to  Congress. 

A  notion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr.  SuUivaD*  tbt  tut 
motion  be  postponed ; 

Ou  the  question  for  poaponingp  the  yeaa  and  nays  being  required  hjUs 
Tarn  urn. 


^.ntfsiyMAtfA  Mr.  SulUnn,  i^>.-   flfateffciirff i^  Mr Uedi,  ^f 

iivesnoae^      •Sfi^   I  Patridgi^ 

t  0«ooi 
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§5$ 


Jthode^JsUmd,   Mr.  Mowiy, 


Cvmudicutf 

JfiBuyJcTKyt 
Delaware^ 


no  > 

no 

no 


! 


no 


no 


Ifr.  BUm'ordi, 

Shfivmuip 

Ur  Dome^  ii0> 

L'liimMnedieu,no  3 

Mr.  Boiutinot,  ay  7 

Ehner,  *y5  ^ 

Mr.  M'Kean,  ay>.„ 

Vandyke  ay  J  ^^ 


S,' Carolina^ 


UMf^MB^ 


Mr.  Jenifer^ 

CanpUy 
Mr.  Joneih 

Madison» 

Bland, 

Randolph^ 
Mr.  Sharoe, 
Mr.  MatUiew% 

MOttCy 

Evdeigbt 
Mr.  Waiton, 


So  the  qiMfttioii  wm  lott. 
On  the  queatiim  to  agree  to  the  notion,  tho  yets  and  nays  being  roqaired 
by  Mr.  Varnum, 


Hr.'Bamptkinf  Mr.  Oulfivan, 

LiTonnaif^ 

MoMmehtietti,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridffc, 
Osgood, 

Moib'hlmfd,    Mr.  Mowry, 

Vamum^ 


Mr.  EUawoitli» 

Sherman^ 
Mr.  Duane, 

L'Hommedieu 
M^.  Boodinot,  no 

Elmer,  no 


IS?- 

noi 
iio>  no 

/no 


Maryland^ 


GtofjgtUp 


Mr.MVean, 

Vandyke, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

CuToD, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Bland, 

Randolph, 
Mr.Skarpe, 
Mr.  Matthew% 


MotU, 


! 


Eveleigh, 
Mh  Walton, 


80  the  qaestion  was  lost. 

THURSDAY,  August  2.  1781. 

On  a  report  from  th^  board  ol  treasury : 

Hetolvid^  That  the  arrearages  and  aalaries  due  to  officers  on  the  civil  ii&t, 
shall  he  a»cei;fained  in  specie  value,  and  warrants  for  their  respective  ba- 
lances, issued  by  the  board  of  treasury  under  tbeic  seal,  upon  the  commis- 
sioner  of  the  loan -office  of  the  state  where  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assenibled9  shall  hold  their  sessions ;  and  where  any  such  specie  warrants 
sliall  be  granted  to  officers  on  that  establiKhment,  which  can  with  more  coo- 
venieoce  be  discharged  by  the  said  commissioner  io  paper  currency  issued 
under  the  act  of  the  1 8th  of  March,  1780,  the  same  shall  be  discharged  ac* 
curding  to  the  rate  of  depreciation  at  the  time  of  (layment,  on  a  comparison 
of  the  same  with  specie : 

That  to  enable  the  loan«officer  to  make  such  payment  in  specie  value,  the 
board  of  treasury  shall  once  a  month,  or  oftener  if  they  shaU  judge  proper, 
ascertain  the  depreciation  of  the  currencr  aforesaid,  and  instruct  tlie  said 
loan-officer  to  make  his  payments  agreeable  thereto. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Vandyke,  to  whom  was  referred  part  of  the  report 
on  gen.  Sullivan^  letter  of  the  25th  of  November  last,  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  and  on  the  question,  that  it  be  recommended  tu  the  state  of 
I^ew- Hampshire  to  make  good  to  general  Sullivan  the  depreciation  of  his 
pay  for  the  time  ho  continued  in  service,  in  the  like  manner  as  has  been 
done  for  the  officers  in  the  line  of  the  said  state  now  in  service :  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Livermore, 


J\^.* AuiuMift£f^  Mr.  Ufvei'uiOK, 
Matmchmifh  Mr.  Osgood, 

Patridge, 
Sh$de'ItlanJt  Mr.  Mowiy, 

Tamum, 
VbimeiUid,     ]fr:  ElbWorth, 

Bhenoan, 


JV^w-T^Jb,        Mr.  Duane,  no  > 

L'  llonune<]tieu,  no  { 

N'cuhJeney^      Mr.  Boudinot,  no 

Elmer,  no 

Pmnsyhama,  Hr.  Montgomeiy,  no 

Clymer,  no . 

Delaware,         Mr.  M'Kean,.  no 

Vandyke,  no 


! 


no 


no 


no 


n» 
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Motte, 


Maryland^        lir.  Jenifer,  iio>«;„    d^JSmliM^       Ur.  MatUiewi^ 

Tirgmia,  Mr.  Jones,  no' 

Bknd,  no 

M.  Smith,  no 

Randolph,  no^ 

Jf.'CafUna^    Mr.  Sharpe,  vfy  * 

So  it  passed  io  the  negatiye. 

FRIDAY,  AugujA  3.  1781. 

A  memorial  of  the  dele^tes,  as  agents  for  the  state  of  New-Tork.  m* 
pectins  the  controverted  jurisdiction  uf  the  district  called  the  New-HiDf* 
shire  Grants,  was  read. 

.  The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr  .Boodtnot,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr .Cl^efiip 
pointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  American  pnaoDenn 
the  power  of  tlie  enemj,  report, 

''  That  thej  have  collected  tog^ether  and  cursorily  looked  into  variooi 
evidencea  of  the  treatment  our  unhappj  fellow-citixens,  prisoners  with  tlM 
enemy,  have  heretofore  and  Htill  do  meet  with,  and  find  the  s«b|ect  of  st 
important  and  serious  a  nature  as  to  demand  much  greater  atteotioo,  afi4 
fuller  consideration,  than  the  present  distressed  situatioo  uf  those  cimfi* 
ed  on  board  the  prison-ships  at  New-York  will  now  admit  of  ;^  wberefm^ 
th^  beg  leave  to  make  a  (lartial  report,  and  desire  leave  to  sit  agfUn: 

Thej  accordingly  submitted  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  it  appears  to  Congress  that  a  very  large  number  of  martat 
prisoners  and  citizens  of  these  United  States,  taken  by  tbe  enemy»  sre  sov 
close  confined  on  board  prison-^hips  in  the  barbour  of  New- York : 

That  the  said  prison-ships  are  so  unequal  in  size  to  the  number  of  priioi- 
ers,  as  not  to  admit  of  a  possibility  of  preserving  life  in  this  warm  wnamd 
the  year,  they  being  crowded  together  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  in  dioser 
of  suffocation,  as  well  as  exposed  to  every  kind  of  putrid  asd  pestilcsQil 
disorder : 

That  no  circumstances  of  the  enemy's  particular  situation  can  justify  tUs 
outrage  on  humanity,  it  being  iontrary  to  the  usage  and  custom  of  cinlizd 
nations,  thus  deliberately  to  murder  their  captives  in  cold  blood,  as  the  ell^ 
my  will  not  assert  that  prison -ships,  equal  to  the  number  of  prisoners,  can- 
not be  obtained  so  as  to  afford  room  sufficient  for  the  necessary  psrpoetf 
of  life : 

That  the  enemy  do  daily  improve  these  distresses  to  inlist  and  compel 
many  of  our  citizens  to  enter  on  board  their  ships  of  war,  and  thus  to  iglit 
agaiiist  their  fellow-citizens  and  dearest  connexions :     * 

That  tiie  said  marine  prisoners,  until  they  can  be  exchanged,  sbooM  be 
supplied  with  such  necessaries  of  clothing  and  provisions  as  can  be  obUinei 
to  mitigate  their  present  sufferings : 

That,  therefore,  the  commander  in  chi^f  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instracted 
to  remonstrate  to  the  proper  officer  within  the  enemy's  lines,  on  the  said 
unjustifiable  treatment  of  our  marine  prisoners,  and  demand,  in  the  vmA 
express  terms,  to  know  the  reasons  of  this  unnecessary  severity  towardi 
them ;  and  that  the  commander  in  chief  transmit  such  answer  as  nuy  he  rt- 
ceived|thereon,  to  ConsreAS,  that  decided  measures  for  dueretaliatioa  najk 
adopted,  if  a  redress  of  these  evils  is  not  immediately  given : 

Thdt  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  abo  instructed  to^' 
rect  the  supplying  the  said  prisoners,  with  such  provisions  andlightclochini; 
for  their  present  more  comfortable  subsistence,  as  roav  be  in  hispwerlt 
obtain,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  may  judge  moat  advaotateoosivtkclt 
United  States. 
.  Ordered,  That  the  committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 
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MONDAY,  August  6, 17BU 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury,  on  the  account  of  A.  Lee,  e8C||^.  vat 
ead»  wherein  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  29th  May  iaat,  thej  atate  hia  ex 
raordinarj expenaei  in  Europe,  including  articles  purchased,  and  said  tube 
eturned  as  per  account,  19,836  livres,  14  sous  and  6  deniers ;  and  his  ordi- 
arj  expenses  in  Europe,  and  from  Boston,  135,361  liyres,  3  sous  and  10 
ieniers  ;  that  the  sum  charged  by  Mr.  Lee,  for  supplies  sent  to  the  state  of 
^irginta,  (part  of  the  moneys  he  received  for  the  public  use,)  amounting  to 
i6,85S  livres  and  10  deniers,  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  received,  and 
br  which  the  governor  and  council  of  that  state,  by  their  certificate,  dated 
he  IStt)  of  March  last,  and  filed  in  the  treasury -office,  promise  to  account 
vith  the  United  States ;  and  that  there  remains  due  to  him  for  his  salary, 
Lod  that  of  his  secretary,  the  sum  of  dS  2238  17  9,  sterling;  Whereupon, 

Resotved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report,  allowing  the  foregoing  ac- 
:ounta  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  A.  Lee. 

TUESDAY,  JiugU8t7,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr  Varoum,  Mr. 
Ellsworth,  to  whom  were  referred  letters  of  the  1st  and  5th  of  July,  from 
the  governor  of  New-  fork : 

It  appearing  to  Congress  from  the  representation  of  governor  Clinton  and 
other  information,  that  commissions  have  been  granted  by  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  commerce  from  the 
enemy  into  that  state,  authorizing  the  persons  to  whom  those  commissions 
are  granted,  among  other  thiugb,  to  go  on  Long-Island  and  other  islands adja< 
cent,  and  seize  the  goods  and  merchandise  they  should  there  find,  the  )>ro- 
perty  of  British  subjects ;  and  tKat  the  said  commissions  are  attended  with 
many  abuses  dangerous  to  tlie  public,  as  well  as  distressing  to  citizens  and 
friends  of  these  United   States,  inhabiting  the  said  islands,  some  of  whom, 
under  preteit  of  the  powers  contained  in  such  commissions,  have  been  plun- 
dered of  their  property,  and  otherwise  evil  treated ;  and  that  the  further 
Continuance  of  the  said  commissions  would  impede  the  public  service  in 
tiiat  quarter ;  therefore, 

Jfesolved,  That  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Connecticut  be,  and  he  h* 
hereby,  desired  immediately  to  revoke  the  said  commissions,  by  him  granted, 
so  far  as  they  authorize  the  seizure  of  goods  on  Long-Island,  or  elsewhere,: 
on  land  not  within  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting 
of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  M*Kean,  Mr.  Corroll,  Mr.  Yarnum,  Mr.  Madison,  to 
whum  was  re-committed  their  report  on  a  letter  of  the  20th  June,  from  the 
president  of  New- Hampshire,  together  with  a  motion  relative  to  the  subject ; 
•  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  states  of  New -Hampshire  and  New-York  have  submitted  to 
Congress  the  decision  of  the  disputes  between  them  and  the  people  inhabitr 
ingthe  New- Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  called, 
the'state  of  Yermont,  concerning  their  respective  claims  of  jurisdiction  over 
tiie  said  territory,  and  have  been  heard  thereon ;  and  whereas  the  people 
aforesaid  claim  and  exercise  the'  powers  of  a  sovereign  independent  state, 
and  have  requested  to  be  admitted  into  the  federal  union  of  the  United 
States  of  America :  in  order  thereto,  and  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  b^  heard  in  vindication  of  their  said  claim : 

jReso/ved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  people  residing  on  the  New- 
Unmpsoire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  or  by  their  repre- 
sentative body,  respecting  their  claim  to  be  an  independent  state,  anu  on 
what  terms  it  may  be  proper  to  admit  them  into  the  federal  union  of  these 
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states,  ID  case  the  United  States  in  Conn^ress  assembled  ihall  determise  t* 
recognize  their  imlepeDdeoce, and  thereof  make  report:  * 

And  it  is  herebj  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  territorj  alsreiaid,  « 
their  representative  bodj»  to  appoint  an  agent  or  i^enu  to  repair  iautte<li- 
atelr  to  Philadelphia,  with  full  powers  and  instrucuons  to  confer  witb  tU 
said  committee  on  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  on  behall'of  the  said  people, tt 
^ree  upon  and  ratify  terms  and  articles  of  onion  and  coRfederation  with  tht 
United  States  of  America,,  in  case  they  shall  be  admitted  into  the  onion; 
and  the  said  committee  are  hereby  iostniotod  to  g^Te  notice  to  the  agents  if 
the  states  of  New-Hampsliire  and  Now-Torkt  to  be  present  at  the  conferesce 
aforesaid. 

Resolved^  That  in  case  Congress  shall  recomi^  the  iiulfipoiidencc  oftlie 
said  people  of  Vermont^  they  will  consider  all  the  lands  belonging  Is  New- 
Hampshire  and  New- York,  respectively^  withoot  the  limits  of  VemKiiitafwt* 
said,  as  coming  within  the  mutual  guarantee  of  territory  contained  in  the  v- 
tide  of  confederation ;  and  that  the  United  States  will  accordingly  gsaru- 
tee  such  lands,  and  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same*  against  any  claims  or  «• 
croachments  from  die  inhabitants  of  Vermont  aforesaid. 

WKDNBSDAY,  Jbigu^  S,  178t. 

The  board  of  war,  to  ^rhom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  Nicholwi 
Broughton,  reauesting  to  be  discharged  from  the  pityment  of  twelve  guinets, 
advanced  to  htm  in  Franco  on  account  of  the  United  States,  report  that,  it 
their  opinion,  a  compliance  with  his  request  in  this  instance  would  be  io- 
proper: 

J^Aofoed,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

The  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  f.  Pierce,  report, 
thsty  in  their  opinion,  the  retolulaon  of  Congress  of  the  2Tth  August,  V^ 
cAearly  and  deeidedlr  sets  forth  the  principles  on  which  the  oatstamlingdeto 
of  the  pablic  are  to  be  collected,  and  which  ought  to  be  strictly  adhereifit 

S  the  pay-master  general  in  receiving  all  moneys  due  from  individssb  tv 
I  United  States : 

Bnohed,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  committee  of  five,  to  confer  wift 
ooch  person  im*  persons  as  may  be  appointed  bv  the  people  residing  on  the 
New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  or  by  their 
nfeprcsentative  body,  respecting  their  claim  to  be  an  independent  sta^,  tod 
on  what  terms  it  may  be  proper  to  admit  tJiem  into  the  feoeral  union  of  these 
OtateS)  in  case  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  determine  it 
mcognize  their  independence  :  the  members  chosen,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Vio- 
djke,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  board  of  treasury,  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions  >of  the  SOth  Jnlj, 
directing  them  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  furnishing  eol.  George  Morpi 
whU  the  sum  of  £1S7,  curpcncy  of  New-Jersev,  in  specie,  to  enable  him  to 
pay  for  the  support  and  tuition  of  three  Indian  ooys,  of  (he  Delaware  n&tion, 
at  Princeton  college,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon. 

Mwdved,  That  tor  the  support  and  education  of  the  Indian  vouth  at  Prince- 
ton college,  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  under  the  care  of  colonel  Geor^ 
Mor^n,  of  the  said  state,  the  sum  of  365  60-90  dollars  in  specie,  be  ptti 
to  him  by  Dr.  J.  Witherspoon,  president  of  the  said  colle^,  out  of  mo- 
neys placed  in  his  hands  by  the  North-Carolina  provincial  prisoners  of  w^irt 
exchanged  in  the  year  1778,  to  discharge  the  demands  of  tnc  United  States 
against  them  for  subsistence ;  for  which  sum  the  aforesaid  col.  Gcoige  Mor- 
gan is  to  be  accountable.  ^ 

THURSDAY,  Mgusis,  1781. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Ellswor^ 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  boo.  the  minister  plenipoteatitry  ti 
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If  ranee,  together  with  the  plan  of  a  conventioD  between  the  miwt  Christian 
king  and  Uie  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  and  fixing  the 
Functions  and  prerogatives  of  their  respective  consals,  vice-consulsi  and 
agents,  delivered  in  ii  report ;  which  beioe  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  confer  with  the  minister  of  France  upon  a  plan  of  a  convention  for  deter- 
mining and  fixing  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of  consuls.  8cc.  and  report  to 
Congress  the  precise  explanation  which  shall  be  given  to  them,  as  well  as  a 
plan  of  convention,  adapted  to  the  subject  and  the  circumstances  of  America. 

FRIDAY,  Jtugust  10,  1781. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  for  foreign  aflairs ;  andt 
the  luillots  beinz  taken,  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  elected,  having  been 
previously  nominated  bj  Mr.  Floj d. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  ^outh -Carolina, 

Jiesolvedf  That  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d 
Jul  J  last,  to  xollect  loans  and  donations  •  for  the  distressed  inhabitants  of 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  be,  and  hereby  are»  authorized  and  empowered 
to  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  delegates  of  the  said  states,  or  to  their 
order,  agreeably  tf»  the  said  act ;  and  that  receipts  for  the  same  be  taken  and 
lodged  in  the  treasury  ofiice. 

M0NDAY,.Jii^iurfl3,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  lieutenant  J.  Townes,  was  read  5  Whereupon, 

Congress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  20th 
Jul  V ;  and,  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  draw  warrants  on  the  pay-mkster  gene* 
ral»  in  favour  of  the  several  officers  of  the  army  of  these  states,  lately  pri- 
soners of  war  in  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  for  six  months  nominal  pay 
in  the  new  en^ission. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  a  letter  of  the  29th  July,  from  A.  Ham- 
mond, was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  A.  Hammond,  requesting  leave  to  go  to  sea 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  be  refeired  to  the  commander  in  chief;  who 
IB  hereby  eiriftowered  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  and  to 
grant  his  request  if  *he  thinks  it  proper  and  expedient. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  the  establishment  of  the  ofiice  of  interpreter  of  the  French 
and  Spanish  languages  be,  and  hereby  is  abolished. 

WEDNESDAY,  jfuj^  15,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  10th,  from  J.Storey,  was  re<^d ;  Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  J.  Storey  be  informed  that  Congress  do,  at  his  request,  dis* 
pense  with  his  further  service* 

FRIDAY,  Juguat  IT.  1781. 

C^ongress  took  into  consideration  a  report  of  the  committee  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  7th,  to  confer  with  agents  to  be  appointed 
by  the  people  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west-side  of  Connecti- 
cut river;  and  to  whom  was  reterred  a  letter  from  Jonas  Pay^  Ira  Allen  and 
Beialeel  Woodward,  wherein  they  represent,  that  the  said  J.  Fay,  1.  Allen 
and  B.  Woodward,  have  produced  to  them  a  commission,  under  the  hand  of 
Thomas  Chittenden,,  esq.  empdweringthem,  among  other  things,  to  repair  to. 
the  American  Congress,  and  to  propose  to  and  receive  from  them  terms  of 
an  union  with  the  United  States ;  thereupon,  « 

liesolved^  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  confer  with  the 
Vol.  III.  83 
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said  Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen  and  Bezaleel   Woodward,  on  the  subject  of  the 
mission* 

MONDAY,  August  £0,  1 78 1 . 

A  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  of  the  1 6th  was  read,  respectin; 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  bj  British  ofifcers,  for  their  Rubsisteuce  while  pri- 
soners of  war  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  returned  protested. 

Onfered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three :  the  member^ 
Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Clymer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  J.  Faj,  f .  Allen  and  B.  Wood- 
ward, delivered  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and,  there- 
upon, Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

It  being  the  fixed  purpose  of  Congress  to  adhere  to  the  guarantee  to  tk 
states  of  New-Hampshire  and  New-Yorki  contained  in  the  nvsoiutioiiortlie 
rth  instant: 

Besolved,  That  it  be  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  recognitioo  of 
the  independence  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  territory  called  Vermont,  kh! 
their  admission  into  the  feaeral  union,  that  thej  explicitlj  relinqu'uh  i!l 
demands  of  lands  or  jurisdiction  on  the  east  side  of  the  west  bank  of  Con- 
necticut  river,  and  on  the  west  side  of  a  line,  beginning  at  the  north-we:t 
comer  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  thence  running  twentj  miles  east  of 
Hudson's  river,  so  far  as  the  said  river  runs  north-easter!  j  in  its  general coor>(, 
then  bv  the  we^t  bounds  of  the  townships  granted  bj  the  late  governneEt 
of  New-Hampshire  to  the  river  running  irom  Sooth-Bay  to  Lake  ChampUii. 
thence  along  the  said  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  thence  along  the  witer»(! 
Lake  Champlain  to  the  latitude  of  45  degrees  north,  excepting  a  neckvl 
land  between  Missiskoy-Baj  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  jeas  and  najs  being  required  bjMr 
Sharpe, 


N-HampMre^  Mr.  Livermore, 
MauachuHti9t  Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgood, 
'ModtJiaand^  Mr.  Mouiy, 
CmmecHcut,      Mr.  Ellsworth, 


Shermui, 
Bfr.  Diiane, 

L'Hommcdieu,  no 
Mr.  Boudinot, 

Elmer, 
PttmMjfhtttua,  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clj'mcr, 

T.  Smith, 


JSew-Yorkg 


tyy 
ay>* 

>no 

ay>ay 
»yj 


MaryUmd^ 
Ftrguua^. 


N.'Cank'nff, 


Gtorgtei^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  M<Ke«n» 
Van4ykc, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Camill, 

Mr.  MftdtaDDy 
Bland, 
M.  Smith* 
Randolph, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  MattJiewi^ 
Bee, 
Evelelgh, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Howlj, 


TUESDAY,  Jiugust  21,  1781. 

Tlie  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Vamanii  Mi- 
Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  8th,  from  general  Wa»hiB§- 
ton,  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  wherein  the  committee  state,  "that  iti 
fleeting  of  the  commissaries  of  prisoners  for  both  parties,  at  Gemaotovi, 
in  the  month  of  June,  1778,  a  demand  was  made  bj  the  American  CMntfi^- 
s^ry  for  pajqient  of  a  number  of  Canadian  officers,  taken  at  St.  Juho's  tf^ 
Chambly,  and  sent  into  the  British  lines  in  1776.  The  British  coismissut 
at  the  same  time  demanding  an  allowance  for  440  American  prisoners  ti&efl 
at  the  Cedars,  and  returned  on  parole :  that  it  was  then  agreed  betweestk 
said  commissaries  that  both  these  demandft  should  rest,  one  against  tbeotlKr) 
tiUthe^ 

JResolvedp 


British  commissarj  should  obtain  a  certificate ;  Whereupoa, 
ved.  That  the  commander  in  chief  be»  and  he  is  hereb/  astherim 
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to  ^o  into  a  full  eichange  of  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  and  all  the  re- 
naming offieera  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  with  the  aoemj,  in  such  man- 
ler  aa  to  him  shall  appear  most  conflucire  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
Jnited  States. 

Hesolved,  That  the  prisoners  taken  bj  the  enem  j  at  the  Cedars,  may  be 
ton^idered  as  subjects  of  exchange,  notwithstanding  anj  former  resolottona 
pf  Congress  to  the  contrary ;  and  that  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  here- 
by is  instructed  to  charge  in  the  intended  exchange,  the  seyeral  officers  taken 
n  Canada,  and  whose  ranks  were  disputed  bj  the  enemy  and  engaged  bjr 
heir  conHnissary  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  in  manner  aforesaid,  according 
o  the  ranks  mentioned  in  their  paroles,  ualessthe  enemy  produce  sufficient 
proof  of^  different  rank. 

1*he  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board 
•f  treasury  relatiye  to  certain  bills  of  exchange,  was  taken  into  considera* 
ion ;  and,  thereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  instructed  to 
«monstrate  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  British  troops,  on  the  subject 
»f  1 6  sets  of  bills  of  eichange,  drawn  by  sundry  British  officers  prisoners  of 
v^ar.  in  payment  of  the  allowance  of  two  dollars  per  week,  allowed  them  by 
yon^ress,  and  by  the  said  officers  ordered  to  be  protested,  as  appears  by  th« 
several  protests  attending  the  said  bills;  and  that  he  report  the  answer  of 
he  f»aid  commanding  officer  to  Congress : 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  commander  in  chief  With 
certified  copies  of  the  said  bills,  protests,  and  the  letters  attending  them. 

WEDNESDAY.  Jugust  22,  1781.      , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
Sesolvedf  That  in  case  general  Burgoyne  shall  have  been  exchanged  for 
he  honourable  Henry  Laurens,  credit  shall  be  given  for  the  officers  which 
nay  be  received  for  him  in  the  general  exchange,  authorized  by  the  resolu** 
ion  of  the  21st. 

THURSDAY,  JIugust  23, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  the  27th  of  May,  1779  : 

Resolved,  That  ak  the  corps  of  light  dragoons  are  generally  detached 
rom  each  other^  which  renders  it  impracticable  for  their  brigade  chaplain  tO 
>erform  the  duties  of  his  oQce,  such  a  chaplain  is  unnecessary ;  and  that 
lie  present  brigade  chaplain  to  the  light  dragoons,  if  any  there  be,  bt  dis* 
charged  from  service. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  24th  July,  1779 : 

Hesolvedt  That  the  supreme  execufive  council  of  Pennsylvania  be  re- 
(uested  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  make  a  just  appraisement  of  the  leaden 
ipouts  taken  in  the  year  1777,  from  the  htiuses  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Phi«' 
adelphia,  by  order  of  Congress,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
hey  direct  the  appraisers  to  return  to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  such 
heir  valuation  ana  appraisement 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  of  19th  December,  1780 : 

Resolvtdy  That  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance  be,  and  hereby  are  autho- 
•ized  and  directed  to  take  measures  for  vacating  the  contract  made  by  order 
>f  Congress  the  19th  day  of  September,  1777,  with  James  Byers,  cannon* 
bunder. 

Ordered^  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  war  be  re- 
committed to  the  board  to  take  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yarnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane, 

Ordered^  That  a  circular  letter  be  written  by  the  president,  to  the  execu- 
tives of  the  states  unrepresented  in  Congress,  urging  them,  in  the  strongest 
tenofi)  to  send  forward  a  full  representation  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
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On  a  report  of  the  board  of  admiralty  of  the  8th  of  July,  1761 : 
Xeaohed,  That  Joshua  Johnson,  eaq.  be,  and  he  is  hereby  aatborinedli 
examine,  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  T.  D.  Schweighhaaser,  tguost  tix 
frigate  Alliance ;  and  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  Unittd 
States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  direct- 
ed to  pay  the  balance  that  may  be  found  doe  to  the  said  T.  D.  Schweigfitvw, 
upon  the  liquidation  snd  settlement  of  the  said  J.  Johnson. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Lordi, 
Mr.  Atlce,  Mr.  Walton,  to  whom  were  referred  reports  of  the  board  of  war 
of  the  10th  and  1 5th: 

Besolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  Conffresa,  the  treasarer  of  tk 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  paj  to  Ella- 
beth  Burgen,  b?  quarterly  payments,  the  sum  of  53  1-dd  dollars  per  aosBS, 
from  the  1 3th  day  of  J  u  ly  last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jones, 
Besolvedj  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  ii  directed 
to  make  provision  for  support  of  the  civil  list,  agreeably  to  the  resolotioiof 
the  30th  day  of  July  last ;  the  report  of  the  boai^  of  treasury,  and  the  act  if 
Congress  thereon  of  the  2d  instant,  notwithstanding. 

TUESDAY,  Jttgust  a^,  1781. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  make  sale  of  the  cannon  and  stores,  m 
in  the  stKte  of  Rhode-Island,  and  late  belonging  to  the  sloop  ArgoJorspet>! 
only;  and  that  the  monies  arising  therefrom,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  tk 
superintendent  of  finance. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bland  have  leave  of  absence. 

WEDNESDAY,  August  29,  1781. 

Mr.  Matthews  laid  before  Congress  information  given  by  Mr.  J.NesMUc, 
respecting  the  treatment  of  col.  liaac  Haynes  by  the  British  coninaDdiodt 
Charleston ;  and,  thereupon,  made  a  motion,  which  was  seconded  bj  Mr. 
Walton: 

'    Ordered,  That  the  said  information  and  motion  be  referred  toacoDUtue 
of  three:  the  members,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Yamum. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Yamqm,Mr. 
Duane,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  motions  relative  to  the  board  of  adui* 
ralty,  the  navy-boards,  and  the  modeof  conducting  the  business  of  the  B17 

Resolved,  That  for  the  present  an  agent  of  the  marine  be  appiNDled.«i^ 
authority  to  direct,  fit  out,  equip  and  employ  the  ships  and  vessels  of  *f 
belon^ngto  the  United  States,  according  to  such  instructions  asheaiM^i 
from  time  to  time,  receive  from  Congress : 

That  all  prizes  belonging  to  the  United  States  be  sold  under  bis  dirpcti^ 
and  the  produce  deposited  by  him  in  the  hands  of  tbe  soperinteadeot^ 
finance : 

That  all  accounts  and  demands  for  pay  and  for  all  disbursements  and  ei- 

« roses,  respecting  the  said  marine,  be  transmitted  to  the  said  s^nt  forM^ 
ement  and  payment:  and  that  he  cause  regular  entries  thereof  Cs be  o«* 
And  kept : 

That  he  shall  be  allowed  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  1500  dollars  per  aonom,  a 
full  of  all  charges  and  expenses-whatsoever:  that  he-shall  alsobe  sli0*|<^* 
clerk,  who  shall  receive  for  his  services,  a  salary  at  the  .rate  of  500  do*'^ 
per  annum : 

That  both  the  agent  and  clerk  shall,  before  they  enter  into  their  f^^J 
oflices,  take  an  oath  before  the  president  of  Congress,  well  and  fsi(M>  7 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  m 
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iudu;nieDt ;  and  shall  enter  into  bond  with  good  and  sufficient  suretj  for  the 
iue  aod  faithful  performance  of  his  office,  which  shall  be  lodged  in  the  office 
if  the  secretary  of  Congress : 

That  as  soon  as  the  said  a|i:ent  shall  enter  into  the  execution  of  his  office, 
the  functions  and  appointnients  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  the  several  navy- 
boarda,  and  all  civil  officers  appointed  under  them,  shall  cease  and  be  de- 
termined ; 

And  lastly,  that  the  registers,  books  and  papers,  tielongtng  to  the  admiralty 
and  navy  boards,  or  in  their  custody^  shall  bt  delivered  over  to  the  said 
■gent,, and  preserved  by  him. 

THURSDAY.  Jugu^  SO,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mn  Matthews, 
Mr.  Randolph,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  25th,  from  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  sundry  members  of  the  privy-council  of  South -Carolina: 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  treasurer  to  advance  to  the  hbn. 
Christopher  Gadsden,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  state  of  South -Carolina, 
and  the  hon.  Thomas  Ferguson,  Richard  Hutson,  Benjamin  Cattel  and 
David  Ramsey,  members  of  the  privy-council  of  the  said  state,  the  sum  of 
266  2-S  dollars  specie,  each,  on  their  application,  and  charge  the  same  to  the 
account  of  the  said  state : 

Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  furnish  the  hon.  Christopher  Gadsden, 
Thomas  Ferguson,  Richard  Hutson,  Benjamin  Cattel  and  David  Ramsey, 
with  a  wagon  and  team  to  carry  their  baggage  to  South -Carolina. 

FRIDAY,  JHugusi  SI,  1781. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  a  letter  of  this  day,  from  brigadier-general 
Knoi,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief,  was  read ; 
wherein  they  recommend  that  it  may  be  resolved, 

*'  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  forwarding  to  the  southern  army, 
all  the  repaired  arms  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the 
commander  in  chief  shall  think  proper,  the  resolution  of  the  26th  April 
notwithstanding.** 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  to  strike 
out  the  words  '*  southern  army,"  ana  in  lieu  thereof,  insert,  "  governor  of 
the  state  of  North -C^irol ina  r'  and  to  strike  out  what  follows  the  word 
^  Philadelphia,"  and  in  lieu  thereof,  insert,  ^*for  the  purpose  of  arming  the 
new  levies  raised  in  that  state  for  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Sharped 


J\r.'Hamp8fiirtf  Mr.  livermore, 
Ma»»adtuaett9f  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridfe, 

Osgood, 
Mode-Jdandt    Mr.  Mowry, 

'    Vamum, 
C9nfieeHcut,      Mr.  Shennaii, 
JiTevfYorhf        Mr.  Duane,  |io  ^ 

L'Hommedieu,no  S 
PentWfhaniih  Mr.  Atlee,  no  ^ 

Clymer,  no  y 

Delttwaref         Mr.  M'Kean,  no  ^  * 


no 


no 


Maryland, 
Firginia, 


N.'CaroUfiaf 
S,-CaroUna, 

€te§rgia. 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Carroll, 

M^.  JoneK 
Madiaoi^ 
Bland, 
M.  Smith, 
Randolpl^ 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
Eveleigfa, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Howly, 


no"^ 
no  I 
no  Vno 
no  I 
noj 


"Of  _ 


no 

no 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  Bstree  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  war,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Rhode-Aland,    Mr.  Bfowiy  *^^^av 

Vamum,  »y> 

.ay      Conneeticutf     Mr.  Shennan^  sy  ^  * 


N'Hampsfdrt,  Mr.  Livermore,  ay 

MMitumjttfftUt  Mr.  Lovell,  ay 

Patndge,  ay 

Osn^d,  ay 
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JtrevfTorkf        Mr.  Uuane,  ay  "> 

L'Hommedieut  ty  3 

Pennaylvania^  Mr.  Atlee,  ay  1 

CUiner,  *yj 

DeUnvare^  Mr.  M*Kcan,  «y  ^  * 

Maryland,        Mr.  Jenifer,  ay  >  ,. 

Carroll,  no  5  ^''• 


Firgttua,  Mr.  J6nea>  %y'\ 

MaJisoOv  ay  I 

HUH  av  \ 

M.Simtfw  tyj'^ 

Hatidolph,  tyj 


3!' 


N-Cof^in&t       Mr.  Sharpe,  no  y  * 

iS:  Cai«&iM>       Mr.  Matthem. 

Eveleigh, 
Gtorgia^  Mr.  Waltoo, 

Howly, 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Vandyke*  Mr. Ellswortli, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  honorable  the  minister  of  FrtDce 
of  the  23d,  informing,  that  the  situation  of  aflkirs  requires  that  Mr,  del* 
£tombe«  cod su  I -general  of  France,  in  tlie  four  New-England  states,  should 
immediately  repair  to  the  place  of  his  destination,  delivered  in  a  report; 
Where  a  pern, 

Hesoli^d,  That  upon  Mr.  de  I'Etombe  presenting  to  the  United  States  ia 
Congress  assembled,  his  commission  as  consul-general  of  France,  an  act  be 
thereupon  passed  recognizing  him  in  his  proper  character ; 

That  upon  delivery  tliereoC  the  exequatur,  or  a  public  notification  of  the 
quality  ot  Mr.  de  PEtombe,  shall  issue  from  the  supreme  executive  power 
without  fee  or  perquisite  of  office  ) 

Besotvedf  That  until  the  ratification  of  some  convention  respecting;  consu- 
lai*  power,  between  his  most  Christian  majestjr  and  the  United  States,  the 
same  mode  of  recognition  be  observed. 

TUESDAY,  Septethber  4,  irsi. 

A  better,  of  this  da^,  from  general  Washington,  was  read,  relative  to  ()>« 
sending  an  officer  to  inspect  the  situation  of  the  prisoners  in  tlie  power  of 
the  enemy;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  U 
act  in  this  matter  as  he  shall  think  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

Ot^  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Tat'num,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr. 
Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  31st  August  from  colonel  du  Bayssoo  t 

Hesolved,  That  leutenant-colunel  du  Buysson  have  leave  of  absence  to 
return  to  Vrance : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  is  herebj  directed  to  write  to  the 
marquis«e»  de  Castres  and  Segur,  ministers  of  the  marine  and  war  depart- 
ments in  France,  expressing  the  high  sense  which  Congress  entertain  oftlie 
distinguished  merit  and  conduct  oT  lieutenant-colonel  du  Bujsson  in  (he 
service  of  the  United  States,,  and  particularly  of  his  bravery  displayed  to 
the  action  of  the  l6th  of  August,  I7d0,  ne^r  Camden,  and  his  efort^  to 
bring  off  the  field  major-general  the  baron  de  Kalb,  who  was  mortally  wounfled, 
in  consequence  of  which  services  he  was  honpred  with  the  commissiODof 
brigadier-general  by  the  governor  of  North-Carolina. . 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ouanei^Mr.  Randolph,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  waa  referred  a  letter  of  the  2d,  from  Mr*  J.  Laareo5> 
together  with  sundry  papers,  containing  an  account  of  the  negotiatioo  with 
which  he  was  entrusted,  by  the  commission  of  the  23d  of  December,  ir^» 
Resolved^  That  all  the  clothing,  artillery,  arms  and  military  stores,  ship- 
ped in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  honorable  John  Laurens,  special  mimS' 
ter  to  tne  court  of  Versailles,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stated,  be  upon  their 
arrival  in  any  of  the  ports  of  these  United  States  delivered  to  the  order  of 
the  board  of  war,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  take  clisrge 
and  direction  of  the  same. 

I'hat  all  the  money  shipped  bv  the  onler  of  Mr.  Laurens,  for  the  use  of  tl*c 
United  8tates,  be  upon  its  arrival  delivered  to  th^  order  of  tiie  superinteodent 
ol*  fiaance,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  tal^  charge  of  the  saoe. 
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WEDNESDAY,  September  5, 1781. 

Th<)  boiinl  of  Ircaiury  report,  **  that  in  purmiance  of  the  order  of  the 
i21»t  June  la^t,  thej  have  caated  the  accounts  of  captain  Miguel  Lorenzo 
Y^QArdjr,  to  bn  adjusted,  and  find  that  there  is  due  to  him  for  eight  pieces 
of  cannon  and  naval  stores,  delivered  to  the  coinmandiog  ofiicer  at  Charles* 
ton«  prior  to  the  sieg^  thereof,  the  sum  of  1967  83-90  dollars  specie,  and 
for  the  paj  fif  his  ship's  company  employed  during  the  siege,  tjie  further 
aum  of  2^37  4^-90  dollars^  that  captain  Ysnardy  having  informed  the 
t>oard,  that  the  cannon  mentioned  above,  is  the  property  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
jeaty,  and  distinct  from  the  stores  which  are  his  pnvato  stock,  tlie  board  has 
gtauted  him  certificates,  one  for  the  smount  of  the  cannon,  and  another  for 
the  atores,  with  which  he  is  satii>fied ;  that  captain  Ysnardy  declines  receiving 
any  satisfaction  for  the  sum  due  to  himself  and  crew,  assisting  in  the  de- 
fence of  Charleston^  from  a  desire  of  shewing  his  attachment  to  the  Ame« 
rican  cause." 

On  a  rei)ort  of  the  board  of  war, 

Me9olvei,  I'hat  the  accounts  of  Samuel  Caldwell,  late  agent^clothier,  for 
articles  purchased  by  him,  under  the  orders  of  the  board  of  war,  be  referred 
to  the  board  of  treasury  for  settlement ;  and  that  the  board  settle  the  balances 
due  to  the  several  creditors,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress. 
'  On  a  report  of  a  eommittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duaue,  Mr.  Randolph, 
>lr.  Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  hon.  J.  Laurens, 
special  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  respecting 
his  mission  s 

JUs^Vii,  That  the  conduct  of  lieutenant-colonel  Laurens,  in  his  mission 
to  the  court  uf  Versailles,  as  special  iiiinister  of  the  United  States,  is  highly 
agreeable  to  Congress,  and  entitles  him  to  public  approbation. 

Mesolvedt  That  lieutenant-colonel  Laureus,  have  leave  to  join  the  army 
agreeably  to  his  requesL 

Besolved,  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  potting  lieutenant-colonel 
it  Buyssoj),  with  respect  to  his  arrears  of  pay,  on  a  footing  of  equality  with 
the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the  army ;  and  that  his  pay  be  liquidated  in  specie 
up  to  this  day,  and  a  certificate  for  the  balance  nuide  out  and  delivered  to 
him. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clyroer,  Mr.  Randolph, 
Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  Roger  Kean,  jn  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  ofiicers,  mariners  and  marines,  of  the  privateer  brigantine 
of  war,  called  the  Holker,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  whereby  it  appear- 
ing, that  the  petitioners  entenid  an  appeal  according  to  law  against  Patrick 
Mahon  and  others,  in  the  court  ot  admiralty  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
necessary  stipulations  would  have  been  executed  in  due  form,  and  within 
due  time»  had  it  not  been  for  the  indisposition  and  death  of  the  register? 

That  the  time  allowed  for  the  execution  t»f  these  stipulations  having 
elapsed  through  these  means,  the  petitioners  moved  the  court  of  appeals  to 
receive  stipulations  executed  after  that  time,  but  their  motion  was  overruled ; 
the  court  ki«iog  by  strictness  of  law  incapable  to  Interpose : 

Hesolped^  I'hat  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  court  of  appeals,  to  receive  and 
hear  the  appeal  of  the  petitioners  against  the  said  Patrick  Mahon,  and  o^ers, 
they  entering  into  the  necessary  stipulation^,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of 
this  present  month  of  September^  ana  giving  reasonable  notice  to  the  counsel 
of  tlie  said  Mahon  and  others*  of  this  resolution  and  the  execution  of  such 
stipulations. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  on  a  .^etter  of  the  12th  of  July,  1780, 
from  John  Bradford^  was  taken  into  consioeFatioo,  and,  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  as  follows : 
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Whereas  bj  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  11th  daj  of  Maj,  1778,  the 
board  of  war  of  the  stat^  of  Massachasetts,  was  requested  with  all  conve* 
nient  speedy  in  the  best  manner,  and  for  the  most  money  possible,  to  make 
sale  of  a  certain  snow  and  her  cargo,  said  to  be  the  property  of  Messrs.  Joki 
Tenalios  de  Oliveria  Percira  and  Anthony  Dios  Santos,  subjects  of  the  kiog 
of  Portugal ;  and  to  deposit  the  net  proceeds  in  the  public  funds  of  theie 
United  States  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners :  and  whereas  tiie  United  8utci 
have  since  paid  the  said  owners  the  value  and  amount  of  the  aaid  snow  and 
cam; 

Resolvedt  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereb?  authori- 
zed and  directed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  take  order  for  tne  settle* 
ment  of  the  accounts  respecting  the  said  snow  and  cam>  with  the  said  board 
of  war,  and  receive  from  them  the  net  proceeds  thereof;  according  to  the  jott 
value  thereof  at  the  time  of  8ale»  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent  per  annum,  or  the  loan-ofiice  certificates  taken  for  Uie  same*  if  theno- 
ney  was  deposited  in  the  funds  agreeably  to  the  said  resolution. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Duaae,  Mr. 
Randolph;  to  whom  were  referred  the  instructions  from  the  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Georgia  to  the'delegates  of  that  state,  and  their  motion  thereoorc* 
lative  to  major-general  R.  Howe : 

Ordered^  That  the  extracts  from  the  minytes  of  the  general  assemUjof 
tlie  state  of  Geonpa,  respecting  the  conduct  of  major-general  Robert  Hone, 
in  his  command  of  the  troops  in  the  said  state,  in  December,  1778,  be  triRi- 
mitted  to  the  commander  in  chief;  and  that  he  be  directed  to  cause  so  to* 
quiry  to  be  made  into  the  matters  therein  alleged,  in  such  manner  as  he  skill 
judge  proper,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

THURSDAY,  September  6,  1781. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury : 

Ordered,  That  the  post-master  general  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the  boari 
of  treasury,  all  letters  directed  to  the  said  board,  charging  the  postage  vii' 
ing  thereon  to  account,  which  he  is  to  exhibit  to  the  aoditora  on  the  settle* 
ment  of  his  accounts. 

FRIDAY^  September  7, 17SI. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiarT  of  France,  wu 
read,  enclosing  a  commission  of  the  sieur  Philip  Joseph  de  rBtombe,  cosdil* 
eeneral  of  France,  in  the  states  of  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rkode- 
Island  and  Providence  PlantationSy  and  Connecticut;  Whereupon, 

Orderedt  Tliat  the  said  commission  be  registered;  and  that  the  act  of  re* 
cognition  be  in  the  following  words : 

BY  THE  UNTTED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED : 

It  is  hereby  made  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  full  credeoce 
and  respect  are  to  be  paid  to  Philip  Joseph  de  PEtombe,  as  cons«l-g«nenl 
of  France,  for  the  states  of  New-Hampsnire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-blend 
and  Providence  Plantations,  and  Connecticut,  which  states  are  cslled  apoa 
respectively,  bjr  virtue  of  the  powers  defecated  by  the  confederatioo  to  die 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  furnish  the  said  Mr.  de  I'Etombe 
with  their  exenuatur  or  notification  of  his  quality ,  delivering  one  copy  theft* 
of  to  the  said  Mr.  de  PEtombe,  and  causine  another  to  be  published  io  ooe 
or  more  gazettes.  Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  Tth  day  (^September,  io  tbc 
year  uf  our  Lord,  1781,  and  in  the  6tnyear  of  our  independence. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

THOMAS  M'KEAN.  Prf^dad, 
Attest.  CHARLES  THOMSON,  «pcrrf«y* 

Resolved^  That  the  president  inform  the  supreme  executive  power  of  ti» 
states  aforeHaid,  that  Congress  recommend  the  following  form  of  tbe  es^ 
quatur,  to  wit : 
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TO  ALL  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCCUN  : 

The  sieur  Philip  Joseph  de  I'Etumbe,  having  been  re cflonized  by  the  Unitp 
ed  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as  consul-general  of  France,  in  the  statp 
(or  commonwealth^  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  privileges,  pre- 
eminence and  autnority  belooging  to  such  character  and  quality  arc  dut 
to  him* 

Some  further  information  being  laid  before  Congress  and  read,  respecting 
col.  Haynes: 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  information  of  Mr.  Neuf* 
ville,  and  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  respecting  col.  Haynes,  be  re-committed ; 
and  that  the  further  information  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting;  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  C1y« 
mer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  was  taken  into  con- 
sifleration,  wherein  they  state,  that  there  is  due  to  the  following  personsy 
mentioned  in  a  memorial  from  capt.  J.  P.  Jones,  for  services  on  board  the 
Ariel,  the  sums  of  money  to  their  names  respectively  annexed,  viz. 

To  William  Nicholson,  captain  of  marines^  including  his  pay  to  the  25di 
of  August  last,  392  36-90  dollars  : 

To  Louis  de  la  Valette,  lieutenant  of  marines,  to  do.  289  36-90  dollars : 

To  Charles  Prielay,  captain's  steward,  to  ]6th  May,  101  63-90  dollar^: 

To  Cudreux,  captain's  cook,  to  do.  51  22-90  dolUrs : 

That  there  appears  due  to  French  volunteers,  for  services  on  board  the 
•aid  ship  Ariel,  whose  names  are  in  a  list  transmitted  by  Mr.  Uoiker,  in  his 
letter  ot  the  14th  of  August,  the  sum  uf  666  16  90  dollars :    . 

That  there  is  due  to  capt.  Joseph  Hardy,  of  marines,  lat^  of  the  frigate 
Confederacy,  being  the  balance  of  his  account  of  pay,  as  stated  at  the  pay- 
office,  to  the  3d  of  August,  the  sum  of  33r  68-90  doflaraj 

Ordered^  That  the  pay-master  of  the  navy  board  pay  the  several  sums 
afore- mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  repoK  as  relates  to  roiyor  Kicholas  be  re- 
committed. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  Mr.  Holker's  letter,  of  the  14th  of  August,  ae 
relates  to  apprehending  French  seamen,  be  transmitted  to  the  supreme  ex** 
ecutive  council  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ouane, 

Resolved,  That  until  an  agent  of  marine  shall  be  appointed  by  CoBgreasy 
all  the  duties,  powers  and  authority  assigned  to  the  said  agent,  be  devolved 
upon  and  executed  by  the  superintendent  of  finance : 

That  as  soon  as  the  said  superintendent  shall  take  upon  him  the  execution 
of  the  duties,  powers  aud  authority  hereby  devolved  upon  him,  the  functions 
and  apnointments  of  the  board  of  admiralty,  the  several  navy  boards,  agentst^ 
and  all  civil  officers  under  them,  shall  cease  and  determine : 

Resolved,  That  the  registers,  books,  and  papers,  belonging  to  the  admiral* 
ty  and  navy  boards,  or  in  their  custtnly,  be  delivered  over  to^the  said  super- 
intendent of  finance,  and  preserved  by  him. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  conaistinxof  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Sharps,  Mr. 
Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  a  letter  from 
the  quarter-master  general,  respecting  forage  in  VVestchesier.: 

Resdlved,  That  major-gen.  Heath,  or  the  commanding  oflicer  in  the  east- 
ern department,  cause  immediate  and  equitable  measures  to  be  taken  for  as- 
certaining the  quantity  of  forage  expended  by  the  allied  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Washington^  in  the  county  of  Westchester,  in  the  state  of 
New-York,  during  the  present  campaign,  which  hath  not  been  accounted  for ; 
and  that  he  direct  the  deputy  quarter-master  in  that  department  to  givs 
certificates  accordingly  to  the  state  agent  of  New- York,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons  authorixed  to  receive  the  same. 
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MONDAY,  SeptPmber  10,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  thia  daj,  from  William  Grajson,  one  of  the  commist^loneni  of 
fhe  board  of  war,  waaread,  requesting  that  Congress  will  now  be  pleased  ti 
accept  his  resignatiun  as  commissioner  in  the 'war  office. 

Resolved^  '\  hat  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  memorial  from  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  was  read, 
enclosing  a  commission  from  his  most  Christian  majesty,  appointing:  t^t 
sieur  Holker  consul-general  in  the  states  uf  New-York,  New-Jersej,  Peac 
sylvania,  and  Delaware : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  commission  be  registered^  and  an  act  ot  recogni- 
tion issued  thereupon. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr«  Atlee,  Mr. 
Duane,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter,  of  thisdaj.  from  the  board  of  war: 

Hesoived^  That  it  be,  and  herebj  is,  recommended  to  the  states  of  Nf« 
Jersey  and  PennsyWania,  immediately  to  embody  3000  men  each,  pnipfHr 
officered  and  equipped,  and  cause  them  to  rendczvoos  at  such  place  orplacti 
as  the  commanding  officers  shall  direct. 

TUESDAY,  September  11,  irsi. 

An  ordinance  for  regulating  the  treasury,  &c.  was  read  a  third  time.ttd 
passed  in  the  following  form : 

An  ordinance  for  regulating^  the  treasury,  and  adjuating  the  public  accounK 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  from  ui 
after  the  20th  day  of  September,  1781,  the  functions  and  appoiutments  e( 
the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  chambers  of  accounts,  auditor-grneril 
auditors  and  extra  commissioners  of  accounts,  their  assistants,  under  officers 
and  clerks,  shall  cease  and  determine  ;  that  fox  the  more  effectual  eiecntws 
of  the  business  of  the  treasury,  and  the  settlement  of  the  public  accoants,tte 
following  officers  shall  be  appointed  in  aid  of  the  superintendent  of  finance. 
hiH  ashistant,  secretary  and  clerks,  namely,  a  comptroller,  a  treasurer,  a  re- 
gister, auditors  and  clerks.  The  comptroller  shall  be  appointed  br  lt>c 
greis,  with  general  authority  to  inspect  and  superintend  tne  settleroeoi  c 
public  accounts,  and  all  subordinate  officers  concerned  therein  ;  it  sbali^ 
his  immediate  duty  to  see  that  the  public  accounts  are  expeditioaslj  a(^ 
•properly  adjusted,  and  accurately  and  safely* kept.  And,  that  it  nii^tK 
tlone  with  the  greater  facility,  he  shall  direct  a  general  form  in  which  ail  tr^ 

Gblic  accounts  shall  be  stated  and  rendered.     He  shall  take  care  that  the  la^ 
ices  of  public  moneys  are  punctually  de^wsited  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
surer,   liie  comptroller  shall  commit  every  account  to  such  clerk  for  ei- 
amination,  as  he  shall  judge  most  proper  tor  that  purpose,  naming  aJw  r^^ 
auditor  to  whom  the  clerk  shall  trnnsmit  it.    When  an  account  is  ttt<l>t^ 
in  a  manner  herein  after  described,  it  shall  be  reported  to  the  cofnptra''t-r. 
and  tCny  person  who  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  the »' 
ditor,  shall  have  a  privilege  of  appealing,  within  fourteen  days,  to  the  cu:  > 
troller.    In  all  such  appeals  the  comptroller  shall  openly  and  pabiicJ v  ^^^.^ 
the  parties,  and  his  decision  shall  be  conclusive.    The  account  being  £(^  ^ 
adjusted,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  comptroller  to  the  register,  to  be  enrr 
ed  on  record ;  and  a  note  of  the  balance  shall  be  certified  by  thecomptrt)!' 
to  the  superintenilent  of  finance,  to  make  out  the  proper  warrant  forpavmeV 
The  treasurer  shall  be  appointed  by  Congress.    It  shall  be  hid  datj  to  rf 
reive  and  keep  all  moneys  of  the  United.  States,  and  issue  theio  on  varu'^'* 
drawn  by  the  president  of  Congress,  or  the  superintendent  of  finance,  t^- 
receiving  money  he  shall  give  a  receipt,  and  on  every  payment  take  un^'" 
serve  as  his  voucher.     He  shall  render  his  accounts  quarterlr  torheco<i:j 
troller  for  examination  and  settlement,  and  transmit  a  copy,  when  aa<ii«'  • 
to  the  superintendent. 
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Xhe  register  shall  be  appointed  bj  Congress.  He  shall  keep  all  the  public 
Lccounts,  both  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  ettrj  warrant  on  the  trea* 
lury  or  others  shall  be  entered  and  countersigned  by  the  register  before  it 
ihall  be  paid.  He  shall  have  the  appointment  of  the  clerk  or  clerks  neces- 
»arv  to  assist  him  in  his  office. 

The  auditors,  the  number  of  whom  shall  be  fixed  by  the  superintendent  of 
Bnancei  shall  be  appointed  bj  Congress.  After  an  account  shall  be  aiamin* 
ed  by  the  clerk,  in  the  manner  herein  after  directed,  it  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  auditor,  who  shall  hear  the  paKy  and  the  clerk,  and  determine  upon  the 
objections,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  account  is  properly  adjustea,  shall 
pass  it  as  audited,  and  transmit  it  to  the  comptroller.  . 

The  clerks,  the  number  of  whom  shall  al»o  be  regulated  by  the  superin* 
tendent  of  finance,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  comptroller:  it  shall  be  their 
duty,  respectively,  to  examine  all  accounts  which  shall  be  committed  to  them 
by  the  comptroller,  to  correct  all  errors,  and  to  note  in  writing  what  may 
appear  exceptionable,  either  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  charge,  or  the  validity 
of  the  vouchers  ;  and  transmit  the  accounts  with  his  remarks,  to  the  audi- 
tor ;  and  the  party,  for  himself,  and  the  clerk,  on  behalf  of  the  public,  shall 
be  heard  befofe  tfte  auditor. 

That  the  several  ofiicers  before  mentioned,  shall  respectively  take  an  oath, 
to  be  administered!  by  the  president  of  Congress,  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  or  superior  court  within  any  of  the  United  States  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  respectively. 

Be$olved,  That  the  salary  of  the  coasptroller  be  i  850  dollars  per  atmum : 
That  the  salary  of  the  treasurer  be  1 500  dollars  per  annum : 
That  the  salary  of  the  register  be  1200  dollars  per  annum  : 
That  the  salary  of  each  auditor  be  at  the  rate  or  1000  dollars  per  annum ; 
That  the  salary  of  each  clerk  be  at  the  rate  of  500  dollars  per  annum. 
Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  is,  autho- 
rized to  appoint  a  secretary  in  his  office^  with  a  salary  of  1000  dollars  per 
annum. 

^WEDNESDAY,  September  \2,  178K 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Sheni)an, 
Mr.  T.  Smith,  to  whom  were  referred  tne  letters  of  the  8th  and  10th  from 
the  superintendent  of  finance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  is,  authoriz- 
ed and  directed  to  fit  out  and  employ  the  ships  of  war  belonging  to  these 
United  States,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  him  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  these  United  States;  and  that  all  necessary  expenses 
incurred  in  consequence  thereof,  be  defrayed  by  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Shermaa,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  S.  Deane,  of  the  15th  of  May  last,  report, 

"  That  provision  is  made  for  the  examination  of  Mr.  Deane's  accounts,  by 
the  appointment  of  a  vice-consul ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  of  tnat  appointment 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Sherman,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  l£th  of  April  last,  from  Mr.  W.  Lee,  report, 

*'That  upon  principles  admitted  by  Congress,  in  the  settlement  of  an  ac- 
count simitar  to  that  transmitted  by  Mr.  Lee,  thete  appears  to  be  due  to 
liim  a  balance  df  42,189livres  tournois ;''  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  account  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance* 
to  take  order  for  payment  of  the  balance;  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  sis 
per  cent,  per  annum,  from  this  day,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  public  finances 
will  admit. 

THURSDAY,  September  13, 178L 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
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Besoltedf  That  Thuradaj,  the  13th  daj  of  December  nest,  be  tppointed 
to  be  obMnred  as  a  day  at  public  thank^ving  throughoot  the  Unitea  Statei) 
and  that  a  cooimittee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  proclamatioa 
suitable  to  the  occasion :  The  memberS)  Mr.  Witfaerspoons  nr.  Montp« 
nierj,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Sherman. 

FRIDAY,  September  14, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Sherman, 
Besolvedt  That  until  the  ratification  of  some  convention  between  bii 
titi08t  Christian  majetitjand  the  United  States,  concerning  vice  consular  pow* 
^r,  every  vice-consul  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  shall,  upon  the  applirt- 
tion  of  the  consul  appointing  him,  to  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the 
State  to  which  he  may  be  sent,  receive  the  exequatur,  in  like  lorm  with  the 
exequatur  delivered  to  a  consul  mutatis  mutandU,  and  thereupon,  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  with  respect  to  publication. 

MONDAY,  September  17,  1781. 

Mr.  Telfair,  a  delegate  from  the  state  of  Georgia,  attended,  and  took  liis 

•eat. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  28th  of  August,  from  ike 
governor  of  Rhode-Island,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  power  of  the  state  of 
Rhode-Island,  &c.  to  settle  and  pay  the  reasonable  rents  not  already  paid, 
of  such  store-houses  as  have  been  used  by  order  of  the  commanders  of  the 
French  fleet  and  army  in  that  state,  and  charge  the  same  t6  the  United  Sutes. 

.  TUESDAY,  Septemier  18»  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  comnsittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamnni,  Mr.  LivoiDoreT 
Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  25th  of  Aa|;u8t,  frodi 
major-general  Greene,  and  the  letter  of  the  17th  inst.  from  the  lieateiaiit- 
govemor  of  South -Carolina;  it  was  resolved  as  follows: 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  viewing  with  abhorrence  tkc 
barbarous  and  unexampled  conduct  of  the  British  commandera  in  the  Ute 
murderous  and  wanton  execution  of  colonel  Uaynes,  a  citizen  of  the  state  if 
South-Carolina,  and  being  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  putting  a  sU^  lo 
such  violations  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  arms : 

Besolvedt  That  the  conduct  of  major-^neral  Greene,  in  taking  necessuy 
measures  for  retaliation^  be«  and  hereby  is  approved. 

Resolved,  That  major-general  Greene  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  tike 
the»  most  prudential  measures  in  refonning  and  completing  the  corps  of 
Houth-Carolina  and  Georgia  state  troops. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randoliih,  Mr..Daane,  Mr. 
Varnum,  to  whom  were  referred  several  motions  on  the  subject  of  retaliatifio. 
together  with  two  letters,  one  from  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fajette, 
and  the  other  from  the  hon.  Dr.  Franklin*  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  was  taken  into  conaideratioo ;  loi 

It  appearing  from  the  depositions  of  Humphry  Mechamhor,RansonSaTaff> 
l^humas  Wood,  Jesse  Farrar,  and  Thomas  DuSy,  that  the  enemy  are  in  tk 
daily  practice  of  forcing  such  Americans  as  have  been  captivated  into  tlieir 
own  sea-service  by  the  most  pointed  cruelties :  it  also  appearing  frna  tbe 
letter  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  toe  cosrtof 
Versailles,  that  American  prisoners  In  Great- Britain  are  increasing  in  dob* 
her  by  the  transportation  of  them  thither  from  New-Yor)(,  and  the  refssal 
of  the  British  admiralty  to  exchange  Americans  for  any  British  priioo0f 
Bot  taken  by  American  armed  vessels :  and  it  further  appearing,  thit  o« 
reajular  cartel  hath  hitlierto  been  established : 

The  foregoing  faett  being  taken  into  cottsideration»  tnd  it  bttif  AcAec 
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recellected,  that  beskles  these  proofs  of  British  inhttmsnity^  the  files  of  Con* 
eress  nbound  with  iostancest  in  which  Anerican  citizens  have  been  sacrificed 
m  noiHome  dungeons,  for  their  inflexible  patriotism  in  refusing  to  assume 
arms  against  their  country : 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  be,  and  are  hereby  directed  to  set  apart 
500  British  prisoners,  including  a .  due  proportion  of  officers,  to  whom  ex- 
change shall  be  denied,  until  the  American  prisoners  now  in  Great-Britain, 
be  returned  to  these  states  by  exchange  or  otherwise : 

That  the  boar^l  of  war  report  a  plan  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense  for. 
erecting  Symsbury  mines,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  into  a  state  prison  for 
the  reception  of  British  prisoners  of  war,  and  for  tlie  purpose  of  retaliation. 

WEDNESDAY,  September  19,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  seconded  by  Mr.  Doane, 

Ordered^  That  msjor-seneral  St.  Clair  cause  the  levies  of  (he  Pennsylva- 
aia  line^  now  in  Pennsyh/ania.  to  rendexvous  at  or  near  Philadelphia^  with 
all  possible  expedition. 

Ord^redt  That  the  intelligence  this  day  received  respecting  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  at  New-York,  be  transmitted  to  major-general  Heath. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  Delaware  be  requested,  immediately  to  hold 
the  whole  of  the  militia  of  that  state  in  readiness,  and  Uiat  one-half  of  then^ 
may  be  forthwith  ordered  into  the  field,  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at 
New-York  indicate  an  attack  in  that  quarter. 

Consreas  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  treasury  office ;  and 
the  baUots  bein^  taken,  Michael  Hillegas  was  elected  treasurer,  having  beem 
previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Sherman ;  and  Joseph  Nourse  was  elected 
register,  haring  been  also  neminated  by  Mr.  Sherman. 


THURSDAY,  Siftemher  20,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  of  the  state  of  North -Carolina 
be  d^ired  to  erect  a  monument,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  not 
exceeding  the  value  of  500  dollars,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  brigadier-gene- 
ral Davidson,  who  commanded  the  militia  of  the  district  of  Salisbury,  in 
the  state  of  North-Carolina,  and  waa  killed  on  the  first  day  of  February 
last,  fighting  gallantly  in  the  defence  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
these  states. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Walton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Telfair, 
Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Qeorgia  be  desired  to  erect 
a  monument,  at  Sunsbury,  in  the  said  state,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  500  dollars,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  bri^dier-general 
Scriven,  who  fell,  covered  with  wounds,  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the 
United  States. 
On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  respecting  the  hospital  department : 
RtsoUm^  That  the  present  vacancies  of  hospital  physicians  and  surgeons, 
be  filled  up  by  the  senior  surgeons  of  the  hospital  lately  deranged  ;  the  eldest 
hospital  mates  or  regimental  surgeons,  as  shall  be  recommended  by  the  di- 
rector and  chief  physician  and  surgeon  to  the  army : 

That  all  future  vacancies  of  hospital  physicians  and  surgeons,  be  filled  by 
the  eldest  regiinental  surgeons  and  hospital  mates,  who  shall  be  reckoned  of 
tqusl  grades,  who  shall,  ilpon  examination,  be  found  Qualified,  and  obtain  a 
certificate  of  recommendation  from  the  director  and  chief  physician  and 
sttigeon  of  the  army,  or  of  the  deputy-director  and  chief  physician  in  a 
separate  department : 

That  the  persons  reqvisita  to  fill  the  higher  grades  in  the  hospital  and 
medical  department,  be  appointed,  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  accord- 
ing tt  narit  aad  aMitiM : 
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That  all  sui^ms  to  regiments  or  corps  not  belonciiig  to  the  line  of  inj 
particular  state,  be  nominated  by  the  director  of  the  nospitats,  and  tbe  ciiief 
physician  and  snrgeon  of  the  army,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  cma* 
mander  in  chief,  and  shall  be  equally  entitled  to  promotion  to  hespitad  phj- 
sicians  and  surgeons  with  the  regimental  surgeons  of  state  Hoes. 

On  recommendation  of  the  director  appointed  by  tbe  board  of  war: 

Mesolved^  That  Dr.  Joseph  Young,  a  deranged  senior  snigeon,  and  docton 
Goodwin  WiUon,  Daniel  Jenifer,  Samuel  Edmondson  anil  Ueorge  Campbell, 
eldest  surgeon's-mates,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  hospital  physicians  ni 
surgeons,  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignations  of  doctm 
Bloomfield,  Scott,  Hagan  and  Jackson,  and  the  promotion  of  Dr.  Bornet 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  deputy -director,  approved  by  the  board  if 
war: 

Hesolved,  That  doctors  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  and  Vickers,  be  appoint- 
ed physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  hospital  for  the  southern  department: 

That  Daniel  Smith  be  appointed  assistant-deputy  purveyor)  and  Jdis 
» Came  assistant-deputy  apothecary,  in  the  southern  department 

FRIDAY,  September  21, 1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  was  read,widi 
sundry  papers  relative  to  the  hospital  department : 

Oraerea,  Tliat  they  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Vamitm» 

<*That  the  resolutions  respecting  the  filling  np  vacancies  in  the  gCDtnl 
hospital,  and  the  promotions  made  yesterday,  be  suspended  until  the  ccm* 
mittee  to  be  appointed  shall  have  reported.'' 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  bring  reqsired 
by  Mr.  Duane, 


N.-Hampskatt  Mr.  liyermore, 
Matmte/utMettSf   Mr.  Lorell, 

Patridge 
Osgood, 
Hhodt'ItUmd,    Mr.  Mowry, 

Vamum, 
C9tmectiaiS,      Mr.  Sherman, 
Ifew-York,        Mr.  Duane, 


ay}  • 

ayi 

ayVay 

ay) 

ay>.* 


»7 


L'Hommedieu,  ay  S  *^ 


Virjfima, 


ay 

ay 
ay 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

CaiToU, 
Mr.  Jones^ 

Madiaon, 

Bland, 

Randolph, 
Mr.Sharpe, 
Mr.  Matthewq, 

Bee, 

MoxXCp 
^  Eveleigh, 
Mr.  WUtoD, 

Uowly, 


~|dif. 

no  I 

ao 

noi 
no  I 
no 


»r 


^ftu>Jer9ey,      Mr.  Boudinot, 
Penmyhama^  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atlee,  ^ 

Clymer,  «yv  Qtorgia^ 

T.  Smith, 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Congress  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the  ordinance  respecting  ap- 
tures;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  paragraph,  vn« 

^On  the  re-captore  by  a  citizen,  of  any  negro,  mulatto,  Indian  or  other 
person  from  whom  labour  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  by  another  citisco, 
specific  restitution  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  claimant,  whether  tbe  origioal 
capture  shall  have  been  made  on  land  or  water,  a  reasonable  salvage  beiiie 
paid  by  the  claimant  to  the  re-captor,  not  eiceedingith  part  of  the  valsew 
such  labour  or  service,  to  be  estimated  according  to  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
which  the  claimant  shall  be  a  citizen :  but  if  the  service  of  such  wf^ 
mulatto,  Indian  or  other  person,  captured  below  high-water  fkiark,  shall  ^ 
be  legally  claimed  by  a  citizen  of  these  United  States«  he  shall  be  set  it 
liberty." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Matthews, 


Mauackusetts^  Mr.  Lovcll, 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 


»y7 

ayW 


Bhodt^Rland^    Mr.  Mowty, 

VamuflB, 
C^miectoi^      Ml 


l\- 
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^eru^Yirrk,        Mr.  Duuie,  ay  > 

L'HommedieUy  ay  5  ^ 
AVar-^^PTMy,  Mr.  Boudinot,  ay  ^  ^ 
Pennsylvania^    Mr.  Mont^omciy^  ay  \ 

Atlee,  ay  J   -^ 

jyelcnoare^  Mr.  M'Rean,  ay  >  * 

«^Xary&iyu^         Mr.  Jenifer,  ay  \ 

Carroll,  ay  5  *^ 


Firginiaf  Mr.  Madison, 

Bland, 

Randolph, 
N,'Car9iinth      *t*.  Sharpe,  ay'>«  ♦ 

S.'C(iroiina,       Mr.  Mattucws,         no 


ayUy 


Motte,  no  5  "® 

Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,  ay  ^ 

Howly,  ay  5  ^ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative. 

Chrdered,  That  Moodaj  next  be  assigned  For  the  third  reading  of  this  or- 
dinance. 

A  tootnmittee.  consisting  of  Mr.  Osccood,  Mr.  L'Hommedieii,Mr.  Sherman, 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  accounts  depending  before  the 
board  of  treasury  and  chambers  of  accounts,  report, 

^  That  there  are  tio  matters  depending  before  the  board  of  treasury,  but 
what  without  ioconventence,  may  be  taicen  up  by  the  proper  officers  under 
the  new  arraDf|;ement :  but  that  there  are  sundry  accounts  depending  before 
the  chambers  of  accounts  and  considerable  progress  made  in  the  settlement 
of  some  of  them;  Whereupon, 

ihrdered.  That  the  late  commissioners  of  the  chambers  of  accounts  make 
a  fair  state  of  the  several  accounts  referred  them  for  settlement,  so  far  as 
the  V  have  proceeded  to  adjusting  the  same,  and  deliver  them  to  the  comp- 
troller or  the  auditors  that  shall  be  appointed  to  complete  the  settlement 
thereof,  with  all  such  remarks  as  they  may  have  noted  respecting  any  of  the 
accounts  by  them  examined,  which  are  not  completely  settled. 

SATURDAY,  September  22,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  no  appointment  be  made  of  mates,  to  supply  the  places  of 

those  promoted  in  the  i^eneral  hospital  by  the  resolution  or  the  20th  instant, 

until  ttie  further  order  of  Congress. 

MONDAY,  StpUmieT  24,  1781. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  delegate  for  New-Jersey,  and  Mr.  Hanson,  a  delegate  for 
Maryland,  attended,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  was  n*ad ;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,^  That  brigadier-general  Irwin  be,  and  hereby  is  ordered  to  re- 
pair forthwith  to  Fort-Pitt,  and  take  upon  him  the  command  of  that  garrison 
until  further  orders : 

That  brigadier-genera!  Irwin  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
arrange  the  troops  which  compose  the  garrison  of  Fort-Pitt  and  its  dependen- 
cies, in  such  manner  as  to  retain  no  more  officers  than  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  at  those  posts : 

.  That  brigadier-general  Irwin  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
arrange  the  staff  departments  within  his  command,  so  as  to  retain  no  more 
officers  or  persons  in  those  departments  than  the  service  absolutely  demands : 

That  he  be,  and  hereby  is  further  empowered  to  call  in,  from  time  to  time, 
such  aids  of  militia  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  post  under  his 
command  and  the  protection  of  the  country  ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  exe- 
cutives of  the  states  of  Virs^nia  and  Pennsylvania  are  requested  to  direct 
the  proper  officers  of  the  militia  in  their  respective  states,  to  ol>ey  such  orders 
as  they  shall  receive,  from  time  to  time,  from  brigadier* general  Irwin,  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war : 

Resolved,  That  major  Lomagne,  late  of  colonel  Armand's  legionary  corps, 
be  permitted  to  retire  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  which  he  has 
distiiupiished  himself  by  his  personal  bravery,  his  state  of  health  not  permit- 
ting his  continuanoe  in  service. 
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Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  comptroller ;  and  the  balloU  be- 
ing taken,  Mr.  William  Churchhill  Houston  was  elected,  having  bcea  ^• 
▼iouslj  nominated  by  Mr.  Boudinot. 

Mr.  A.  Middleton,  a  delegate  fur  the  state  x>f  Sonth-Caroliiia,  attended. 
and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appmntment,  which  were  read. 

TUBSDAY,  September  25, 1781. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Eesolvedf  That  the  Rev.  William  Plumb  receive  the  paj  and  emolameiiti 
of  a  brigade-chaplain,  from  the  £Oth  daj  of  September,  1777,  when  he  vm 
appointed  chaplain  to  the  northern  hospital  by  general  Gates*  during  the  tioM 
he  continued  m  service  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  Connecticut,  of  which  Mr.  Plonl 
is  an  inhabitant,  to  settle  with  him  for  his  paj  and  depreciation,  during  the 
time  he  was  on  duty,  on  the  principles  adopted  by  them  io  their  settlements 
with  the  officers  ai  the  line  of  that  state. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  the  following  resolution  was  passed : 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  24th  of  August,  1780,  officers  are  entitled 
to  subsistence-money  in  lieo  of  rations  withheld,  according  to  the  just  can 
of  such  rations : 

Beaolvedt  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  a  ratioOy  from  time  to  time,  and  certifT  the  ssMett 
the  pay-master  general,  who  shall  govern  himself  accordingly  in  settlui; 
with  tlie  officers. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Bee,  Mr.  Sher- 
man, to  wnom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury  respectiug  the 
claim  of  the  representatives  of  Mr.  du  Coudray : 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  14,886  livres,  6  sous  and  1  denier  touroais, 
be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  representatives  of  the  late  Mons.  du  Coudm, 
in  the  books  of  the  treasury ;  and  that  the  same  when  |taid»  shall  be  io  fvil 
of  his  claims  against  these  United  States. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Livermoref  Mr. 
Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  August  last,  from  genenl 
Schuyler : 

Resolved^  That  the  commissioners  for  Indian  aflhirs  in  the  northern  deosrt* 
ment,  be  instructed,  in  answer  to  the  representation  and  request  of  tbe 
friendly  Caghnawagas,  to  assure  them  that  Congress  have  a  just  sense  i 
their  attachment  to  the  United  States,  and  will  embrace  every  occasion  to 
maintain  their  rights  and  redress  their  grievances.' 

THURSDAY,  September  27, 1781. 

Mr.  Edward  Telfair, and  Mr.  Noble  Wunberly  Jones,  twoof  thedelcgatii 
for  the  state  of  Georgia,  attended,  and  produced  the  credentiaU  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Vamuro, 

Orderedf  That  maior-general  St  Clair  pursue  the  orders  of  the  cvaaasder 
in  chief,  the  order  of  the  19th  instant  notwithstanding. 

The  ordinance  respecting  captures,  being  taken  up  for  a  third  readiaf,  a 
motion  was  made  that  a  vote  be  taken  on  a  particular  paragraph,  on  which  at 
the  second  reading  a  vote  had  been  taken,  and  which  by  Uiat  vote  had  beeo 
established. 

An  objection  being  made  to  this  motion  as  being  out  of  order,  the  pre»- 
dent  called  for  the  judgment  of  the  house : 

And  the  question  being  put,  *^  is  the  motion  in  order  ?"  passed  in  tbe  n^aliv^- 

FRIDAY,  September  28,  1781. . 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mowry, 
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Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  herebj  is  recommended  to  the  several  states  of 
which  the  general  officers  of  the  army  are  inhabitants,  to  settle  with  them 
for  the  depreciation  of  their  paj^,  on  the  principles  adopted  in  settlements 
with  the  officers  of  their  respective  state  lines. 

A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  it  be,  and  herebj  is  recommended  to  the  states  of  which 
the  judge  advocate  and  his  assistants  are  respectively  inhabitants,  to  settle 
with  them  for  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  on  the  principles  adopted  in  set- 
tlements with  the  omcers  of  their  respective  state  line. 

Mr.  Boudinot  laid  before  Congress  the  warrant  drawn  on  Dr.  J.  Wither- 
spoon,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  8th  of  August  last,  returned  under 
protest,  with  sundry  letters  relative  to  the  same. . 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Mont^omer^  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  36th,  from  major  Lomagne  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  furnish  major  Lomagne,  with 
a  bill  of  exchange  for  140  dollars,  as  a  gratuity  in  addition  to  his  pay,  toward 
defraying  the  expenses  of  his  return  to  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnuro,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison, 

Sesolvedt  That  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  continue  to  exer- 
cise the  duties  appertaining  to  the  war  department,  until  the  1st  day  of  No- 
vember next,  any  former  resolution  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr. 
Bfotte,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  21st  from  colonel  .Armand: 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for  the  payment 
of  the  sum  of  j6  90  sterling  advanced  to  colonel  Armand  by  the  governor 
of  Massachusetts,  and  for  660  dollars  specie  for  the  paymentof  eight  horses 

J>urchased  by  colonel  Armand,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  Phifadelpbiaj 
or  which  several  sums  colonel  Armand  is  to  be  accountable  : 

That  the  board  of  war,  in  conjunction  with  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
take  order  for  the  recruiting  and  mounting  colonel  Armand's  legion  to  its 
establishment 

SATURDAY,  September  29, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Matthews,  Mr.  Bondinot) 
Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  l6th  of  Au- 
gust from  brigadier-general  Moultrie : 

Resolved^  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  enable  the  pay-master  to 
discharge  the  warrants  drawn  on  him  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  the  13th 
of  August  last,  by  advancing  ^three  mouths  real  pay  to  each  of  the  officers 
therein  mentioned* 

MONDAY,  October  1,  1781. 

A  letter  of  17th  September,  from  R.  R.  Livingston,  was  read,  accepting 
the  office  of  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs: 

'On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Resolved,  That  if  an  officer  of  the  army  shall  be  appointed  secretary  at 
war,  he  shall  retain  his  rank  in  the  army;  but  his  pay  and  other  emoluments 
as  an  officer  shall  be  discontinued  while  he  acts  as  secretary  at  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mowry, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  9th  day  of  February,  so  far  aa  relates 
to  the  salaries  of  a  secretary  at  war  and  a  secretary  of  marine,  be,  and  it  is 
hereby  repealed  ;  and  that  tne  salary  of  each  of  those  officers  be  4000  specie 
dollars  per  annum. 

TUESDAY,  Oc*ofter2,  1781. 

A  letter  of  the  1st,  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  was  read,  with 
sundry  papers  enclosed,  stating  his  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  secret 
service  committed  to  him»  and  informing  that  the  vessels  in  which  he. 
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had  remitted  sundry  bills  for  accootit  of  the  United  Hutes,  h«d  been  upu- 
red  by  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  which,  feafinff  the  bilte  might  htte 
fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Jay,  on  whom  the  billi 
were  drawn,  and  desired  him  to  protest  them  in  case  of  their  being  presented; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  president  inform  the  superintendent  of  finance,  thtt 
Congress  approre  his  conduct,  and  are  welt  satisfied  with  his  atteatioa  to 
the  public  interest  in  directing  the  protest  of  the  bills. 

THURSDAY,  Oetoher  4,  1781. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hawkins,  a  deleg:ate  for  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  attend- 
ed, and  produced  the  credentials  of  his  appointment,  which  were  read. 

A  letter,  of  the  7th  September,  from  the  governor  of  North-Carolint,  was 
read,  encioBin|;  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  in  punnucc 
of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  3d  February  last,  empowering  Cungrewti 
levy  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  imports  and  prizes. 

A  report  of  the  board  of  war  on  the ,  memorial  of  captaia  lieatenutA. 
Hoops,  was  read ;  Whereupon, 

JResolved,T\mt  captain  lieutenant  Adam  Hoops,  have  leave  to  go  toFrasce 
until  exchanged,  his  pay  and  rations  to  be  suspended  during  his  absence. 

FRIDAY,  October  5.  1781, 

Segolved,  That  a  consul  be  appointed  to  reside  in  France  in  the  room  of 
W.  Palfrey : 

Congress  proceeded  to  an  election ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  TboBkU 
Barclay  was  elected,  havinc  been  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Montgomert. 

Amotion  was  made  by  S/Ir.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

"That  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  n- 
spectively,  be- desired  to  discharge  all,  or  as  many  as  they  think  proper,  of 
their  militia  now  in  service,  taking  proper  and  effecutal  measures  that  tix; 
may  be  in' readiness  to  assemble  again  without  delay  if  necessary. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Varnum, 


N,*Bamp9hire,  &fr.  Jivermore, 
JlfimacmiMMt,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridffe, 


BMe-Mand, 
CnmeetieuSf 


»y?»y 
«y> 

no  3 


.iv 


N.-Cmniina, 


MiddktMi, 

Mottc^ 

Eveleigh, 


a^ 


Oagood, 
Mr.  Mowiy, 

Varnum, 
Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Duane,  *yiav 

L'Hoinmedieu,ay  $  ' 
Mr.Chu*k^ 

Boudinot, 

Elmer, 
Pmmjfhmiia,  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Atlee, 

Cfymer^ 

T.  Smith 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

MONDAY,  October  8,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Shenaao, 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  order  respect 
ing  the  safe  keeping  of  the  papers  in  the  several  ofiUee  of  the  trettorr,  to^ 
til  the  officers  elected  under  the  new  arrangcmenUkail  iiave  qualified  W 
entered  on  the  duties  of  their  office :  the  menfbers,!lfr.  Sherman,  Mr.O^ 
good,  and  Mr.  Matthews. 
A  report  from  the  board  of  war  was  road,  on  the  mmorial  of  Nathisir 


Delaware, 
ManfUmd, 

Ftrginia, 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  MaiKaon^ 

Bland, 

Rando^il^ 
Mr.  Ilawldna^ 
Mr.  Matthewi^ 
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Mitchelt  late  a  major  in  one  of  the  1 6  battaliuDs,  which  by  the  act  of  October  S, 
irSO*  were  reduced  ou  the  Ist  of  January  last ;  and. 

On  the  queatioru  that  a  warrant  issue  in  his  favor  for  two  months*  paj  on 
account  of  seryitse  performed  since  the  1st  of  January,  the  votes  being 
taken,  it  passed  in  the  nej2:ative. 

A  letter,  from  Robert  Stark,  detained  a  prisoner  in  Charleston,  was  read ; 
Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BveleigK,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bland, 

Ordered,  That  majur-gen.  Greene  enquire  of  the  British  commanding  ofB- 
cer  in  South-Carolina,  the  reasons  wb^  Mr.  Robert  Stark  has  been  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  exchange^  to  which  every  'American  citizen  as  well  as 
soldier,  prisoner  of  war,  in  the  southern  district,  was  entitled  by  the  gen- 
eral cartel  agreed  on  between  the  two  commanders  of  that  district.  And  if 
the  commanding  officer  shall  not  make  any  answer  to  his  requisition  within 
a  reasonable  time,  or  shall  allege  such  reason  as  shall  appear  to  be  unfound- 
ed or  unsatisfactory,  that  majoreeD.  Greene  take  the  necessary  measures 
fur  retaliation. 

FRIDAY,  October  12,  178\. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war : 

Orderedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  settle  with,  and  pay  the  officers  of  the  late  mustering  department 
within  that  state  that  have  not  been  settled  with,  by  allowing  them  what 
their  arrears  of  pay  and  year's  advance  was  worth  in  specie,  at  the  time  they 
respectively  became  due,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States. 

SATURDAY,  October  13,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  W.  C.  Houston,  was  read,  declining  the  office 
of  comptroller;  Whereupon, 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  comptroller ;  and,  the  ballots  be- 
ing taken,  Jamts  Milligan  was  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated 
b/Mr.  M'Kean. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Oswood,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Matthews,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relative  to  the  order  on  Dr. 
J.  Witherspoon,  which  has  been  protested,  was  taken  into  consideration ; 
and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  protested  order  and  papers  be  referred  to  the  super- 
intendent of  finance,  with  whom  Dr.  Witherspoon  ts  to  account,  for  the  mo« 
ney  due  to  the  United  States  in  his  hands,  which  he  received  of  prisoners 
that  have  been  exchanged,  and  pay  ov^r  the  same  to  the  said  superintendent, 
who  is  to  take  order  for  the  support  and  education  of  the  Indian  youths  at 
Princeton  college,  under  the  care  of  col.  George  Morgan,  out  of  the  said 
moneys,  or  otherwise,  as  he  may  think  expedient. 

That  Dr.  J.  Witherspoon,  upon  paying  over  the  said  money,  be  indemni- 
fied by  the  United  States,  from  any  demand  the  said  prisoners  may  have 
against  him  on  this  account,  for  want  of  original  vouchers,  until  they  may 
be  furnished  by  the  comptroller  of  accounts,  who  is  directed  to  liquidate,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  the  charges  against  the  said  exchanged  prisoners  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equity  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  agent  of  the  said  prisoners 
has  pai<l  more  than  is  found  to  be  due,  the  balance  shall  be  immediately  re- 
funded to  him. 

MONDAY,  October  15,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Doane,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr. 
Matthews,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Sherman,  appointed  to  confer  with  tne  hon* 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  : 
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Otdertd,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  hon.  J.  Laurens,  of  kisniMum 
to  th^  court  of  Versailles,  of  the  late  conference  between  the  minister  ef 
France  and  a  committee  (if  Congress,  and  of  the  sereral  letters  of  the  hos. 
John  Jay,  and  the  hon  John  Adams,  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  Uaited 
States,  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  thereof,  to  be  trmasmttted  to  tbe 
several  states,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  jirofcr. 

The  report  of  a  committee  on  the  post-office,  was  taken  into  considerstm, 
and  on  the  question,  ^*  that  from  and  after  the  Ist  daj  of  December  sext, 
ail  franks  be  abolished." 

The  yeas  and  najs  being  required  bj  Mr.  Yarnum, 


Muaaehutetii,  Mf.  Lorel], 

Patridge, 
Oigood, 

Bhode-bUmit    Mr.  Mowry, 

Cannedicuif      Mr.  Sherman, 
JV^wJerseyt      Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Elmer, 
Pemujflvania,  Mr.  Clymer, 

T.  Smith, 
JkUttuaret         Mr.  M'Kean, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Maryland^ 


Virginia, 


S^CarQUna, 


Mr.  Jenifer^ 
Haaaon 
CanoU, 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Madison, 
Randolph, 

Mr.  Matthews, 


BO 

no 


»y 


noO 


Georgia^ 


Middleton, 
Motte, 
£veleigh, 
Mr.  Telfiur, 


Vm 


no 

»y 

no 

no 
no 
no>» 


TUESDAY,  October  \%.  1781. 

A  letter  of  the  5th  September,  from  eeneral  Greene,  with  a  report  from  bri- 
gadier-general Marion,  of  his  successful  enterprize  against  the  enemr^aml, 

A  letter,  of  the  II th,  from  the  same,  giving  an  account  of  the  victort 
gained  over  the  enemy  at  the  Eutaw  Springs,  the  8th  of  the  said  montb»  were 
r<ead. 

Ordered,  That  a  petition  of  lieutenant  Pepin,  together  with  his  accoonts, 
be  referred  to  the  comptroller  for  settlement,  in  the  same  manner  as  ordered 
for  the  officers  of  colonel  Hazen's  regiment 

On  report  of  the  board  of  war : 
/  Sesolvedf  That  the  reasons  inducing  Congress  to  supersede  hj  their  order 
of  the  5th  August,  1780,  captain  George  Turner  from  his  office  of  comnis- 
sarj  of  prisoners,  did  not  proce<»d  from  any  mal-practice  or  dishononble 

Erocedure  of  captain  Turner  in  his  said  office,  but  from  motives  not  affectiii; 
is  integrity  or  capacity. 

The  delegates  of  Yir^nia  representing  to  Congress,  that  the  committee 
to  whom  were  re^committed  the  territonal  cessions  of  Yirginia,  New-Yorl 
and  Connecticut,  with  a  memorial  signed  J.  Wilson,  by  order  of  the  Uoited 
Illinois  and  Wabash  companies,  and  the  memorial  of  William  Trent,  m 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  members  of  the  Indiana  company,  had  girea 
them  notice  that  they  should,  on  Saturday  last,  confer  with  Oie  ageats  of  the 
said  companies,  on  the  subject  of  their  several  memorials ;  that  the  said 
delegates  conceiving  that  no  claim  ou^ht  to  be  received  from  the  said  com- 
nanies  adverse  to  the  cessions  of  Yirginia,  or  any  other  state,  because  if  tite 
lands  to  wjiich  pretensions  made  by  those  companies  lie  within  the  limits 
of  such  state,  by  its  authority  alone  can  the  merits  of  their  claims  be  en- 
forced, because  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  in  territorial  questioos,  beins 
confined  to  an  adjustment  of  the  confronting  claims  of  different  sU(e), '' 
the  lands  claimed  by  those  companies  lie  without  the  limits  of  Viijpnit,  ot 
any  of  the  other  states.  Congress  are  interdicted  by  the  confederation  from 
the  cognizance  of  such  claims,  and  because  it  derogates  from  the  soyerei^V 
of  a  state  to  be  drawn  into  contest  by  an  individual,  or  company  of  iodindi- 
als,  and  therefore  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress  to  authorize  the 
committee  to  confer  with  the  said  agents  in  such  manner  as  to  receite  froa 
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err 


them  cUims  adverse  to  the  cessions  of  eny  of  the  states  aboTementioned ; 
the  said  del^ates  did  request  the  committee  to  forbear  such  conference 
until  the  sense  of  Congress  on  the  subject  should  be  known^  and  proposing 
that  the  question  should  be  now  taken : 

Whether  it  was  the  intention  of  Coneress  to  authorize  the  committee  to 
receive  claims,  and  hear  evidence  in  behalf  of  the  said  companies,  adverse 
to  the  claims  or  cessions  of  Virginia,  New- York  or  Connecticut : 

The  previous  question  was  moved  bj  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  and  se- 
conded bj.the  state  of  Maryland ;  and  on  the  question  to agr^  to  the  previous 
question. 

The  jtM  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Randolph, 


Maita^MetU^  Mr.  Lorell, 

Oigood, 

Bhodt-Mmd^    Mr.  Mowiy, 

Varnum, 

Cownectieutf      Mr.  Sherman, 

^euhJertey^       Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 
Efaner, 

Pennnfhmum,  Mr.  Atlee, 

Clymer, 

Ikluwmt,         Mr.  M^Kean, 


»yUy 


So  the  previous  question  was  lost. 


dmtytandf 


Virginia, 


N.'CaroUnih 
S.'Cairolif»a, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Hamon, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Bandolph, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middleton,  ' 

Motte, 

Eveleigfa, 
Mr.  Tel&ir, 

a.  W.  Jones, 


WEDNESDAY,  October  17, 1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamum,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  col.  Donald  Campbell : 

Ordered^  That  the  accounts  of  colonel  Donald  Campbell,  be  referred  to 
the  comptroller,  to  be  finally  settled  according  to  justice,  equity,  and  his  b»it 
discretion,  having  regard  to  such  proof  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit, 
and  as  shall  appear  satbfactory,  tne  resolution  of  the  21st  of  June  last  not- 
withstanding. 

The  main  question  moved  yesterday  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  was  taken 
into  consideration,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Patridffe,  to  strike  out  the  word  ''  whether,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  in- 
sert ''  Resolved,  that,"  and  after  the  word.  '<  was,"  to  insert  <*  not,"  so  as  to 
read.  Resolved,  that  it  was  not  the  intention,  &c.  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Randolph, 


Mdnackutetttf  Mr.  LoTell, 

Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Bhode-Itlandt    Mr.  Mowry, 

Varnum, 
Connecticut^      Vbt,  Sherman, 
JNew^ersey,       Mr.  Bou^not, 

Ehner, 
J^enmyhama^  Mr.  Montgomery,    ay  i 

AUec,  »"  «  ^ 

BIr. 


Mar^fand, 


FirffiniOf 


S^'CaroUna, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Hanson, 

Carroll, 
l^Ir.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Randolph, 
Mr.  Bee, 

Middleton, 
Mr.  TeUair, 

N.  W.  Jones, 


ay^ 
ay  J.  ay 

no  3 

Tyl'^r. 

v>* 

Iklaware,         BIr.  M'Kean,  ay  >  * 

So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

THURSDAY,  October  18,  1781. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war,  on  the  memorial  of  Mens.  O'Neil)  late 
captain  in  the  army  of  the  United  States : 

J^esolved,  That  Mr.  O'Neil,  late  a  captain  in  Pulaski's  legion,  be  inform- 
ed that  the  request  contained  in  his  memorial  of  the  13th  instant  cannot  be 
granted. 
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On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr*  Montg^enr,  Mr.Slmntt, 
Mr.  Patridcre,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  16tb,  tran  the  boii4 1( 
war,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Dedeirans : 

Resolved,  'lliat  tlie  resolution  of  the  10th  of  Aagott,  1776,  eapoirerai 
gen.  Schnjier  to  enquire  into  the  service  wid  character  of  Canadian  fslii- 
teers,  and  to  gt^nt  them  rewards  and  wages,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed  ;afij 
that  all  persons,  of  what  character  soever,  who  now  draw  pay  or  rations  ■ 
consequence  of  the  said  resoiotien,  be  not  entitled  to  draw  payorntiQCi 
after  the  1st  day  of  December  next. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dedcvans  settle  with  the  comptroller  for  ino&ej  ui 
rations  dde  to  him  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  aforeaaid. 
f        On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Motte  : 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Johnson,  a  hospital  physician  and  soreeon,  be,  aod  k 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  do  the  duty  of  deputy  purveyor  for  Uie  ■riliUiyW 
pital  in  the  southern  department,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Doane,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Maftben 
Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Sherman,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  hon.the  midfle: 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  having  reported  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  his  msn 
Christian  majesty ;  the  same  was  taken  into  consideration  and  agreed  to. 

FRIDAY,  October  19,  1781. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  post-office  was  taken  into  coosiden- 

tion;  Whereupon, 
Resolved,  That  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  postage  of  letters  be  reduced t^ 

what  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  tJie  present  war : 
That  the  post-master  general  be,  and  hereby  is«  authorized  to  allow  tbex- 

veral  post-masters  such  coin  mission  per  cent,  as  he  shall  think  their  resp 

tive  sei  vices  merit,  so  as  that  the  said  commissions  do  not  in  the  whole  ei- 

ceed  20  per  cent :     ' 
That  he  cause  the  mail  to  be  carried  with  all  despatch  once  a  week : 
That  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  all  express  riders, c 

constant  pay,  be  dismissed  from  the  public  service  : 
That  there  be  in  the  department  of  the  post-office  a  post-master  generi. 

and  an  assistant  or  clerk : 
That  the  salary  of  the  post-roaster  general  be  1350  dollars  per  annvm: 
That  the  salary  of  the  assistant  or  clerk  be  800  dollars  per  annum: 
That  this  establishment  of  the  post-office  take  place  on  the  1st  dajoflH' 

cember  next. 

M OND AY,  October  22,  1 78 1 . 

Mr.  Law,  a  delegate  from  Connecticut,  attended  and  took  his  place. 

A  letter  of  the  1 1th,  from  colonel  Pickering,  quarter-maater  general,  vi-^ 
read  j  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  1  hat  letters  to  and  from  the  quarter- master  general  be  carrieii 
free  of  postage. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  J.  M il I igan.  comptroller,  was  read ;  WhereBpes, 

Ordered,  That  to  morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  two  auditors. 

A  letter,  of  the  20th,  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  was  read,  vi^- 
a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  which  he  proposes  to  send  to  the  several  s^^^ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  copy  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  time,  to csa^r 
with  the  superintendent,  and  that  he  take  order  thereon. 

TUESDAY,  October  2S,  1781. 

The  secretary  laid  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  preaideat  ia  ^ 
words  following : 

Sir :  I  must  beg  you  to  remind  Congress,  that  when  thejrdid  me  the  boa«ar 
of  electing  me  president,  and  before  I  assumed  the  chair,  lioformed  thcv»  tnt 
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w  chief  justice  of  Pennnylvaaia,  I  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  attend- 
ing the  supreme  court  of  that  state,  the  latter  end  of  September,  or  at  far- 
thest in  October.  That  court  will  be  held  to-day  ;  I  muAt  therefore  request 
that  they  will  t>e  pleased  to  proceed  to  the.choice  of  another  president. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,. 

Thomas  jII^Keak. 
Cha&lks  Thomson,  secretary  of  Congress. 

Whereupon,  Rssolved^  That  the  resif^nation  of  Mr.  M'Kean  is  accepted. 

Ordered^  That  the  election  of  a  president  be  postponed  until  to-m6rr0\v. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  auditors;  and,  the  ballots  bein^ 
taken,  Mr.  William  Govett  was  elected,  having  th*,eD  previously  nominated 
by  Mr.  Sherman. 

Orderedt  That  the  election  of  the  other  auditor  be  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized 
to  correspond  with  the  several  foreign  ministers  of  the  United  States,  as 
often  as  tnere  shall  be  occasion,  upon  subjects  relating  to  his  department. 

WEDNESDAY.  October  24, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Remivtd^  unanimaudy^  That  Mr.  M'Kean  be  requested  to  resume  the 
chair,  and  act  as  president  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next;  the 
resolution  of  yesterday  notwithstanding. 

A  fetter,  of  the  1 9th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  givtnv  information 
of  the  reduction  of  the  British  army  under  the  command  of  ean  Cornwallis, 
on  the  19th  inst.  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  capituUtion ;  Whereupon* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 

Re$elv€d,  That  Conj^ress  will,  at  two  o'clock  this  day,  go  in  procession  to 
the  Dutch  Lutheran  church,  and  return  thanks  to  Almis;hty  God,  for  crown- 
ing the  allied  arms  of  the  United  States  and  Prance,  with  success,  by  the  sur- 
render of  the  whole  3ritish  army  under  the  command  of  the  earl  Cornwallis. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  intelligence. 

Besaived,  That  the  letter  of  general  Washington,  ot  the  19th,  enclosing 
the  correspondence  between  him  and  the  earl  Cornwallis,  concerning  the 
surrender  of  the  garrisons  of  York  and  Gloucester,  and  the  articles  of  ca- 
pitulation, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  four:  the  members,  Mr.  Randolph, 
Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Varnuin,  Mr.  Carroll. 

ResoLvtd,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  committee,  to  report  what 
in  their  opinion,  will  be  the  most  proper  mode  of  communicating  tne  thanks 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  general  Washington,  count 
de  Rochambeau  and  count  de  Grasse,  for  their  effectual  exertions  in  accom- 
plishing this  illustrious  work  ;  and  of  paying  respect  to  the  merit  of  Ueuten- 
apt  colonel  Tilghman,  aid-de-camp  of  general  Washington,  and  the  bearer 
of  his  despatches  announcing  this  happy  event: 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs  communicate  this  intelll- 
gence  to  the  hon.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France. 

THURSDAY,  October  25,  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  seconded  byMr.Motte, 

That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  detain  earl  Cornwallis,  and  the 

oflBcers  captured  in  the  garrisons  of  Yo^k  and  Gloucester,  until  the  furtlier 

order  of  Congress.  ^       - 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  beins  required  by  Mr. 
Middleton,  ®     ^  "^      - 

Moffsachuaetf.^,  Mr.  Lbvell,  no  "J         IRhofk-hland,   Mr.  Mowry,  no  V* 

Patridgc,  iioS.no    iCwtttecUctU,      Mr.  Sherman,  no^^ 

Osgood,  no  3         I  Law,  no  5''® 


tfiO 
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^euhJertey^      Mr.  Withenpoon, 

Clark, 
Boudinot, 

Pamgyksaniut  Mr.  Montg«iiiei7» 

Atlee» 

Maryland,         Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 


So  it  passed  id  the  negative. 


no 


no 


no 


Virgtma, 


OtorgiCf 


Mr.  JoIlC9^ 
Madkon, 
Randolpli, 

Mr.  Hawking 

Mr.  Mftttofivi, 
Middletoiw 
Motu^ 
Ereleigb, 

Mr.Telfiur, 
N.  W.  JoBc% 


FRIDAY,  October  ^6,  1781. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Montgooiery,  Mr. 
Varnuro,  Mr.  Sherman,  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  for  lettii: 
apart  a  daj  of  public  thanksgiving  and  prajer^  reported  the  draught  of  i 
proclamation,  wnich  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  hath  pleased  Almightj  God,  the  father  of  mercies,  remarbUf 
to  assist  and  support  the  United  States  of  America  in  their  important  stnigtf 
for  liberty,  against  the  Jong  continued  efforts  of  a  powerful  nation :  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  ranks  to  observe  and  thankfullj  to  acknowledge  tlie  interpsntin* 
of  his  providence  in  their  behalf.  Through  the  whole  of  the  contest,  firw 
its  first  rise  to  this  time,  the  influence  of  Divine  Providence  ma^  be  cleiri* 
perceived  in  manj  signal  instances,  of  which  we  mention  but  a  few. 

In  revealing  the  councils  of  our  enemies,  when  the  discoveries  were  ms- 
aonable  and  important,  and  the  means  seemindj  inadequate  or  C»rtttitMt;ii 
preserving  and  even  improving  the  union  of  the  several  states,  on  the  brcK^ 
of  which  our  enemies  place  tneir  ereatest  dependence  ;  in  increasiog  ^ 
number,  and  adding  to  the  zeal  and  attachment  of  the  friends  of  libertj;  it 
g;ranting  remarkable  deliverances,  and  blessing  us  with  the  most  sigaal  au- 
cess,  when  affairs  seemed  to  have  the  most  discouraspng  appearaoce;  n 
raising  up  for  us  a  powerful  and  •  generous  all  j^  in  one  of  the .  nrst  of  the  b 
ropean  powers ;  in  confounding  the  councils  of  our  enemies,  and  suffenDi 
them  to  pursue  such  measures  as  have  most  directly  contributed  tofnistnte 
their  own  desires  and  expectations  ;  above  all,  in  making  their  extreme  en- 
eltj  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  when  in  their  power,  and  their  »np 
devastation  of  property,  the  very  means  of  cementing  our  uniooi  and  adding 
vigor  to  every  effort  in  opposition  to  them. 

And  as  we  cannot  help  leading  the  good  people  of  these  states  to  a  retro- 
spect on  the  events  which  have  taken  place  since  the  beginnincof  the  «v« 
so  we  recommend  in  a  particular  manner  to  their  observation,  the  goodoesi 
of  God  in  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  conclusion :  in  which  die  coofeden- 
tion  of  the  United  States  has  l^en  completed  :  in  which  there  have  bees 
so  many  instances  ot  prowess  and  success  in  our  armies;  particularly  to  dit 
southern  states,  where,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  with  which  tbey  b^ 
to  struggle,  they  have  recovered  the  waole  country  which  the  enemy  h»i 
overrun,  leaving  them  only  a  post  or  two  on  or  near  the  sea :  in  which  vf 
have  been  so  powerfully  and  effectually  assisted  bv  our  allies,  while  is  all 
the  conjunct  operations  the  most  perfect  harmony  has  subsisted  in  the  tlM 
army  :  in  which  there  has  been  so  plentiful  a  harvest,  and  so  great  abaadiiirt 
of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  of  every  kind,  as  not  only  enables  us  easiir  t« 
gupply  the  wants  of  our  army,  but  gives  comfort  and  happiness  to  the  whole 
people :  and,  in  which,  after  the  success  of  bur  allies  by  sea,  a  general  oTthe 
nrst  rank,  with  his  whole  army,  has  been  captured  by  the  allied  forces  bo- 
der  the  direction  of  our  commander  in  chief. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  set  apart  the  ISthdij 
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>f  December  next,  to  be  religiously  obMrved  as  a  da j  uf  thanksffiving  and 
grayer  ;  that  all  the  people  maj  aaaemble  on  that  daj»  with  grateful  hearts* 
:o  celebrate  the  praises  of  our  gracious  benefactor ;  to  confess  our  manifold 
lins  ;  to  offer  up  oor  most  fervent  sopplicattoos  to  the  God  of  all  grace,  that 
t  may  please  Him  to  pardon  oar  offences,  and  incline  our  hearts  for  the 
iuture  to  k^p  all  his  laws  ;  to  comfort  and  relieve  all  oor  brethren  who  are 
n  distreaa  or  captivity;  to  prosper  our  husbandmen,  and  give  success  to  all 
sn;;aged  in  lawful  commerce ;  to  impart  wisdom  and  integrity  to  our  coun- 
sel lors*  judgment  and  fortitude  to  our  officers  and  soldiers ;  to  protect  and 
prosper  our  illustrious  ally,  and  favor  our  united  exertions  for  the  speedy 
tstabliahment  of  a  safe»  honorable  and  lasting  peace  ;  to  bless  all  seminaries 
if  learning  $  and  cause  tlie  knowledge  of  GcmI  to  cover  the  earth,  as  the  wa- 
ters cover  the  seas. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia  : 

That  inasmuch  as  it  appears  from  the  journal  of  the  2rth  November,  1775  ; 
;he  28th  of  July,  the  12th  of  August,  the  12th  of  September,  the  lOth  and 
SOth  of  October,  and  the  2d  of  November,  1778  ;  the  22d  and  26th  of  Ja* 
laary,  the  16th  and  2Sd  of  February,  the  1st  of  March,  the  15th  of  April, 
he  llth  and  28th  of  May,  the  Ist  of  June,  the  5th  and  28th  of  July,  the 
I7ih  of  September,  the  20th  and  22d  of  December,  1779 ;  that  after  orders 
or  referring  papers  to  a  committee,  or  for  the  re-commitment  of  a  report,  it 
ivas  expressly  provided  in  some  of  the  preceding  instances,  that  the  commit- 
:ee  should  be  instructetl,  in  others  that  they  should  be  directed»and  in  others 
hat  they  should  be  authorized  to  hear  evidence,  and  reduce  to  writing  such 
>arts  thereof  as  they  should  think  proper,  to  confer  with  persons  not  mem- 
>ers  of  Consress,  or  to  send  for  persons  or  papers :  and  as  it  appears  to  be 
the  usage  of  Congress,  in  cases  of  moment  or  difficulty,  or  in  which  it  may 
)e  their  pleasure  that  committees  should  have  recourse  to  documents,  proofs 
or  evidence,  other  than  those  which  are  to  be  found  among  the  records,  or 
on  the  files  of  Congress,  to  instruct  them  specially  for  ihis  purpose ;  and  as 
the  delegates  of  Virginia,  having  received  notice  from  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  re-committed  the  report  on  the  cessions  of  Connecticut,  New-York,  and 
Virginia,  and  on  the  memorials  of  the  Vandalia,  Illinois,  Ouabache,  and  ln« 
diana  companies,  that  th^y  should  confer  with  the  agenu  thereof,  on  a  day 
now  past,  did,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  their  motion  of  the  1 6th,  request 
the  said  committee  to  postpone  such  conference  until  the  sense  of  Congress 
»hoald  be  taken,  how  far  tney  were  warranted  by  the  terms  of  their  appoint- 
ment to  enter  thereon  : 

•^  It  be  declared,  that  the  re-commitment  of  the  said  report,  does  not  au- 
thorize the  said  committee  to  admit  counsel,  or  to  hear  documents,  proofs, 
jr  evidence,  not  among  the  records,  nor  on  the  files  of  Congress,  whicn  have 
not  been  specially  referred  to  them." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  the 
delti>gates  of  Virginia, 


MaMachueUtf  Mr.  Patridp,  no )  ^^ 

fihode'bUmd,    Mr.  Mowiy,-  no  ^* 

Canruciicutf       Mr.  Sherman,  '^  2  no 

5 


Maryland^ ,       Mr.  Hanson,  no  1 

Carroll,  no  $  "° 

Vvrgimag  Mr.  Madison,  ay  > 

ay  \   ' 


Law,  no 

X<r»-Jer9etft      Mr.  Witherspoon,  no 

Clark,  no    ^^ 

Boudinot,  no 

Elmer,  no 

Penmyhomih  Mr.  Montgomery,  no  ) 

Clynier,  no )         | 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

MONDAY*  October  29, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clymer«  seconded  by  Mr.  Osgood* 
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Kandolph, 

N.'CktroUna,      Mr.  Hawkins,  ay  ^  ^ 

S.'CaroUiia,      Mr.  Middieton,  ay) 

Motte,  ayS  ay 

Eveleigh,  ay\ 


Georgia^  Mr.  Telfair,  ay  )  ._, 

N.  W.Jone^    ay  J  "^ 
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Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  deliver  the  books  and  ^pen 
of  their  department  to  the  comptroller  of  accouota ;  and  that  thereapon,  thej 
be  discharged.' 

On  a  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Boodino', 
Mr.  Vamum,  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of  the  16th imi 
19th,  from  general  Washington  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  CongreM  aaaenbled,  Ik 

{resented  to  his  eicellencj  gen.  Washineton,  for  the  eminent  servicer wIik!; 
e  has  rendered  to  the  Unitetl  States,  and  particularlj  for  the  well  concf^t^i 
plan  against  the  British  earrisons  in  York  and  Gloucester  ;  for  the  \\^if, 
attention  and  military  skill  with  which  that  plan  was  executed;  and  fortbe 
wisdom  and  prudence  manifested  in  the  capitulation  : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presented 
to  his  excellency  the  count  de  Rochambeau,  for  the  cordiality,  xeAi,jttil*iner.! 
and  fortitude,  with  which  he  seconded  and  advanced  the  progress  of  theai* 
lieil  army  against  the  British  garrison  in  York  : 

'  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presf  nt)4 
to  his  excellency  count  de  Grnstse,  for  his  display  of  skill  and  bravery  in  At- 
tacking and  defeating  the  British  fleet  oflf  the  fiay  of  Chesapeake,  and  for 
his  zeal  and  alacrity  in  rendering,  with  the  fleet  under  his  command,  the  noit 
effectual  and  distinguished  aid  and  support  to  the  operations  of  the  t!M 
army  in  Virginia: 

TUhX  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presnted 
to  the  commanding  and  other  officers  of  the  corps  of  artillery  and  eBginecn 
of  the  allied  army,  who  sustained  extraordinary  fatigue  and  danger  in  tkor 
animated  and  gallant  approaches  to  the  lines  of  the  enemy. 

lliat  general  Washington  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  other  oScen 
and  the  soldiers  under  his  command,  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Cos* 
gress  assembled,  for  their  conduct  and  valor  on  this  occasion : 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  will  cause  to  be 
erected  at  York,  in  Virginia,  a  marble  column,  adorned  with  emblems  ef 
the  alliance  between  the  United  States  and  his  most  Christian  m^est^ ;  sthI 
inscribed  with  a  succinct  narrative  of  the  surrender  of  earl  CorairaHi>  ti 
his  excellency  general  Washington,  commander  in  chief  of  die  cooibiof^i 
forces  of  America  and  France ;  to  his  excellency  the  count  de  Rochambeii. 
commanding  the  auxiliary  troops  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  in  AmrHci 
and  his  excellency  the  count  de  Grasse,  commanding  in  chief  the  naval  irvj 
of  France  in  Chesapeake. 

Resolved,  That  two  stands  of  colours  taken  from  the  British  army  oodfr 
the  capitulation  of  York,  be  presented  tohis  excellency  general  Wasniogtoiu 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Resolved,  That  two  pieces  of  the  field  ordnance,  taken  from  the  Bn:>H 
army  under  the  capitulation  of  York,  be  presented  by  the  commandf r  in 
chief  of  the  American  army,  to  count  de  Rochambeau  ;  and  that  there  b< 
engraved  thereon  a  short  tnemorandum,  that  Congress  were  induced  to  pre- 
sent  them  from  considerations  of  the  illustrious  part  which  he  bore  in  elfec 
tuating  the  surrender. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  forei^  aflairs  be  directed  to  reqoest  thf 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  to  inform  hismaje^^^ 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress,  that  count  de  Grasse  may  be  permitted  t« 
accept  a  testimony  of  their  approbation,  simitar  to  that  to  be  presented  u 
count  de  Rochambeau. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  board  of  war  be  directed  to  present  to  fieofeoirt 
colonel  Tilghman,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  in  Coof^ress  assenbN. 
a  horse*  properly  caparisoned,  and  an  ekgant  sword»  in  testimony  of  the i* 
high  opinion  of  bis  merit  and  ability. 
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On  a  report  of  the  committee,  coDMBtiag  of  Mr.  Yarnum,  Mr,  Middieton, 
Mr.  Atlee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  lettera  from  major-general  Greene: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  b^ 
presented  to  mi^-general  Greene^  for  his  wise,  decisive  and  magnanimous 
toodoct  in  the  action  of  the  8tb  of  September  last,  near  the  Euta^r  SpringSi 
n  South-Carolina;  in  which,  with  a  force  inferior  in  number  to  that  of  w 
loemy,  he  obtained  a  most  signal  victory: 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presented 
o  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Maryland  and  Vireiaia  brigades,  and  Delaware. 
Kittalion  of  continental  troops,  for  the  anparallelied  bravery  and  hereoism  by 
hem  displayed,  in  advancing  to  the  enemy  through  an  incessant  6re,  and 
;harging  them  with  an  impetuosity  and  ardour  that  could  not  be  resisted : 

Tiiat  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  present* 
td  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  legionary  corps  and  artillery,  for  their  ia« 
Tepid  and  gallant  exertions  during  the  action : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presented 
o  the  brigade  of  North-Candina,  for  their  resolution  and  perseverance  in 
ittacking  the  enemy,  and  sustaining  a  superior  fire : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presented 
;o  the  officers  and  men  of  the  state  corps  of  South-Carolina,  for  the  a^eal^ 
ictivity  and  firmness  by  them  exhibited  throughout  the  engagement : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  be  presented 
o  the  officers  and  men  of  the  militia,  who  formed  the  front  line  in  the  or- 
ler  of  baltle,and  sustained  their  post  with  honor,  propriety  and  resolutiou 
vorthy  of  men  determined  to  be  free. 

Jiesolved,  That  a  British  standard  be  presented  to  major-general  Greene, 
Ls  an  honorable  testimony  of  his  merit,  and  a  golden  medal  emblematical  of 
he  battle  and  victory  aforesaid  : 

That  major-general  Greene  be  desired  to  present  the  thanks  of  Congress, 
:o  captains  Pierce  and  Pendleton,  major  Hyrne  and  captain  Shubrick,  his 
lid -de-camps,  in  testimony  of  tlieir  particular  activity  and  good  conduct 
luring  the  wholeof  the  action : 

That  a  sword  be  presented  to  captain  Pierce,  who  bore  the  ceneraPs  des* 
Datches,  giving  an  account  of  the  victory,  and  that  the  board  of  Ivar  take 
>rder  herein. 

Hesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
le  presented  to  brigadier-general  Marion,  of  the  South -Carolina  militia,  for 
lis  wise,  gallant  and  decided  conduct,  in  defending  the  liberties  of  hia 
lountry ;  and  particularly  for  his  prudent  and  intrepid  attack  on  a  body  of 
he  Bntisb  troops,  on  the  30th  day  of  August  last ;  and  for  the  distinguish- 
d  part  be  took  in  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  September. 

TUESDAY,  October  30,  irSl. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  secretary  at  war  ;  and,  the  bal- 
9ts  being  taken,  major-general  Benjamin  Lincoln  was  elected. 

MesoLved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  war  be  authorized  and 
ecfuested,  to  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  war  department,  until 
lie  secretary  at  war  enter  upon  tlie  execution  of  his  office. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Boudinot, 
Ir.  Hanson,  to  whom  were  referred  the  estimates  of  the  board  of  \%ar: 

Sesolved,  (by  nine  states,)  That  the  respective  states  be  called  upon  to 
jrnish  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  with  their  quotas  of  the  8,000,000 
f  dollars,  for  the  war  department,  and  civil  list,  the  ensuing  year ;  to  be 
•aid  quarterly  in  equal  proportions,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  first 
lay  of  April  next. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  conMsting  of  a  member  from  each  state,  be 
ippointed  to  apportion  to  the  several  states  the  quotas  of  the  above  sum. 
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THURSDAY,  JTovember  1, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consrattog  of  Mr.  Hanson,  Blr.Tanii]m,Mr. 
Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Ist  September  from  majnr- 
genersi  Greene,  with  the  copy  of  his  letter  to  colonel  Campbell,  and  his 
commission  to  sundry  persons  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peac«  widi  the  Chero- 
kee and  Chickasaw  Indians : 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  commiasioDers  by  major-eeneral  Greene 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  ot  peace  with  the  Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians 
and  by  that  means  to  pat  a  stop  to  the  ravages  of  those  nations,  was  a  neces- 
aary  and  prudent  measure,  and  that  Congress  approve  of  the  same. 

FRIDAY,  J>rovemher  2,  178U 

Amotion  was  made  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  '*  that  the  resolution  of 
yesterday,  respecting  the  appointment  of  commisaioners*  to  treat  with  tk 
Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  be  repealed.'' 

Ordered,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  For  the  consideration  of  the  pre- 
ceding motion  ;  and  that  no  copies  of  the  resolution  passed  yesterday  bed^ 
Uvereu  out  before  Monday  the  12th  instant. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Vanma, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr.  Hanson,  Mr. 
Randolph^  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Bee,  and  Mr.  Telfair,  appointed  to  apportiM 
to  the  several  states  ^heir  respective  quotas  of  the  8,000,000  of  dollars  voted 
by  the  resolution  of  the  30th  of  October  last,  delivered  in  m  report,  nhick 
was  taken  into  consideration  :  when  the  quota  of  Connecticut  was  uoder 
consideration,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jenifer, 

"  That  93,400  dollars  be  added  :" 

On  which  the  yeas  and  naya  being  required  by  Mr.  Carroll, 

N^Hambsh^  Mir.  Livermoi^       no  ^  *      Delmoore, 
MiattaekuaeitMf  Mr.  Lovell,  no^  Maryland, 

Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Mode^Mmd,    Ifr.  Mouiy, 

Vamum, 
Coimeeticut,      Mr.  Sherman, 

Law, 
JiftuyjBrtey,      Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot,         .._  , 
PenmnfkamOf  Mr.  Montgomery,   ay"}         \Geargia, 

Alice,  ay 

Smith,  no_ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  report  being  further  considered, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  8,000,000  of  dollars,  required  to  l>e  raised  bj 
the  resolution  of  the  30th  day  of  October  last,  be  paid  by  the  atates  io  tk 
following  proportions : 


no>.» 
no^ 
no^no 
no  J 

""Jno 
no  5 

*yfdiv. 

noS 


rCf^ntff, 


S,*CorobinOf 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Jemfer» 
Haoson* 

Carroll, 
Mr.  J.  Jonea^ 

Madison, 

RanAoi^. 
Mr.  MatOiew^ 

Middle  ton, 

Mottc, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jonts, 


New-Hampsliire, 
Maaiachusetts, 
Bhode-Island,     •* 
Connecticut, 
New-York, 
New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania*     - 
Delaware, 


373,598 
1,307,596 
216,684 
747,196 
373,598 
485,679 
1,12U,794 
112,085 


Maryland, 

Virpnia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Geois;ia, 


933^ 
1,3C7.5W 

6e.;6rr 

373^ 
24,9U5 


DoQm,   8,000,000 


That  the  said  sums,  when  paid,  shall  be  credited  to  the  accounts  of  (bese- 
Teral  states  on  interest,  tube  hereafter  adjusted,  agreeably  to  the  resolBtioi 
of  the  6th  of  October,  1779: 

That  certificates  which  may  be  given  by  the  quarter-master  geoeril,  or 
other  officers  properly  authorized  to  give  them,  for  suppliea  that  shall  beit- 
after  be  furnished,  shall  be  accepted  in  payment  of  the  aforesaid  suias- 
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That  tuch  certificates  for  supplies  heretofore  furnished,  shall  he  accepted 
'om  the  states  producing  them  in  pajrment  of  what  may  be  due  on  former  re- 
u  isitions. 

Jiesolvedt  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  laj  taxes  for 
iisin^  their  quotas  of  money  for  the  United  States,  separate  from  those  laid 
»r  their  own  particular  use,  and  to  pass  acts  directing  the  collectors  to  pay 
le  8ame  to  the  commissioner  of  the  loan>office,  or  such  other  person  as  shall 
e  appointed  by  the  superintendent  of  finance,  to  receive  the  same  within 
le  state,  and  to  authorize  such  receiver  to  recover  the  moneys  of  the  col- 
rctors,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
Line  penalties,  as  state  taxes  are  recovered  by  the  treasurers  of  the  respec- 
ve  states,  to  be  subject  only  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  or  the  snperinten- 
ent  of  finance. 

SATURDAY,  J^ovemher  3,  1781. 

A  petition  from  the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  was  read,  staling  a  matter  of  dispute  between  the  said  state 
nd  th^  state  of  Connecticut,  respecting  sundry  lands  lying  on  the  east  branch 
f  the  river  Susquehanna,  and  pray ing  a  hearing  in  the  premises,  agreeably  to 
le  9th  article  of  the  confederation. 

JResolved,  That  the  resolutions  passed  yesterdavbe  delivered  to  the  super- 
itendent  of  finance,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  tn  tne  several  states. 

Resolved^  That  the  several  matters  now  before  Congress  be  referred  over, 
ncJ  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
led,  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Monday  next. 

Advice  being  received  that  a  messenger  was  arrived  from  head -quarters 
nth  despatches,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  col.  Humphrey,  one 
f  the  general's  aidh,  was  introduced,  and  delivered  a  letter  from  the  gene- 
a1,  dated  the  27th  and  29th  of  October,  containing  returns  of  prisoners,  ar- 
il lery,  arms,  ordnance  and  other  stores,  surrendered  by  the  enemy,  in  their 
losts  of  Vork  and  Gloucester,  on  the  19th  October ;  he.also  laid  before  Con- 
;re9s  24  standards  taken  at  the  same  time,  and  a  draught  of  those  posts,  with 
he  plan  of  attack  and  defence,  and  then  withdrew. 

(Mertd,  That  the  returns  be  published,  and  that  the  letter,  with  the  other 
)apers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tho  ge- 
leral's  letter  of  the  19th  of  October. 

MONDAY,  J^ovember  5, 1781. 


I  he  toi lowing 
New-Hampshire, 

members  attended  w 
Mr.  livermMe, 

Dm  the  States  of 

Mary  kind. 

Mr.  Hanson, 

Maasachtuetta, 

Mr.  LoveU, 

■ 

Jenifer, 

Patridie, 
Osgood, 

Virginia^ 

CaiTuU, 
Mr.  Madiaon, 

Rhode-Island, 

Mr.  Mowry, 

Randolph, 

Varniun, 

Jones, 

Connecticut, 

Mr.  Law, 

North-Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawldns, 

New-Jersey, 

Mr.  Clark, 

South-Carolina, 

Mr.  Middletown, 

Boudinot, 

Matthews, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

Bee, 

AUee, 

Eveleigfa, 

T.Smith, 

Motte, 

Georgia, 

Mr.  Telfiur, 
N.  W.  Jones. 

Their  credentials  being  read,  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  pre- 
ident ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  hon.  John  Hanson  was  elected. 

WEDNESDAY,  MwemberT,  1781. 
On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Mat' 
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thews,  to  whom  were  referred  a  memorial  of  Daniel  Clark,  in  behalf  of  (Mi- 
ter  Pollock,  and  a  letter  of  the  irth  September,  from  Jamea  Se^rove,  re- 
specting advances  made  bj  Don  Galvez  to  Oliver  Pollock,  for  the  service  of 
the  United  States, 

Ordered^  That  there  be  passed  in  the  books  of  the  treasorr,  to  the  credit 
of  Oliver  Pollock,  continental  agent  at  New-Orleans,  in  addition  to  the  credit 
of  the  6th  of  Februarj  last,  the  sum  of  21,419  r8-90th8  dollars  io  specie,  t0 
bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  6th  of  Febmarj  U;^ 
until  paid :  and  that  the  superintendent  of  finance  t>e,  and  hereby  is  directed 
not  to  paj  any  part  of  the  sums  aforesaid  to  Oliver  Pollock  or  his  agenti, 
until  advice  h  received  from  Don  Galvez  of  the  sums  by  him  advanced  to  the 
said  Oliver  Pollock,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  what  nea&nres 
have  been  Utken  by  the  said  Oliver  Pollock  for  reimborsiog  the  said  sons. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  order,  and  of  that  of  the  6th  rf 
February,  together  with  the  letter  of  the  22d  July,  1780,  from  hisexceile&cj 
Don  Galvez,  and  the  letter  of  the  irth  of  September,  from  J.  Seagrore.bc 
transmitted  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  and  that  he  report  the  draft  of 
a,  letter  to  Don  Galvez : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boudinot, 

Hesolvedf  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be  directed  to  prepare  i 
sketch  of  emblems  of  the  alliance  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  sod 
the  United  States,  proper  to  be  inscribed  on  the  marble  column  to  be  erect- 
ed in  the  town  of  York,  under  the  resolution  of  the  29th  of  October  last. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Bnodinot. 
Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  27th  OctidKr, 
from  general  Washington : 

Besotved,  That  an  elegant  sword  be  presented^  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  colonel  Humphrey,  aid-de-cmrop  of  geaen! 
Washington,  to  whose  care  the  standards  taken  under  the  capitulatioo  of 
York  were  consigned,  as  a  testimony  of  their  opiqion  of  kia  fidelity  and  abili- 
ty ;  and  that  the  board  of  war  take  order  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed. 

Eesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  honorable  Tboaui 
M'Kean,  late  president  of  Congress,  in  testimony  of  their  approbation  ot  hii 
conduct  in  the  chair,  and  in  the  execution  of  public  business. 

THURSDAY,  M'avember  8,  1781. 

An  ordinance  respecting  captures  by  water,  was  taken  into  consideratioa, 
and  some  progress  being  made,the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postpooed. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  war  : 

Resolved^  That  the  board  of  war  take  order  for  the  trial,  and  in  case  of  coo- 
demnatton,  for  the  execution  of  any  persons  falling  under  the  de»criptiao 
and  character  of  spies,  apprehended  in  the  place  where  Congress  shall  sit^ra 
the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  powers  for  this  purpose,  with  thosr 
vested  in  the  commander  in  chief  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovember  9,  1781. 

A  letter  of  the  8th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  being  read : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Telfair, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war,  without  delay,  cause  such  depositions  <• 
be  taken,  to  be  laid  before  the  court  of  enquiry,  upon  the  conduct  of  major- 
general  R.  Howe,  as  the  delegates  of  Georgia  and  major-general  Howe  slial' 
request,  and  that  the  depositions  be  transmitted  to  major-general  Heath. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bondinot,  seconded  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Resolved,  That  the  lM)ard  of  war  take  order  to  prevent  the  officers  prisoaj 
era  of  war  under  the  capitulation  of  York,  who  have  permission  to  go  by  laod 
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to  New-YorkffroaiCraTelliogatlaiige  throogh  the  country ,  and  from  remain- 
ing longer  oat  of  the  enemy 'a  lines,  than  may  be  necessary  for  their  journey. 

MONDAY,  J\rbrem6er  U,  1781. 

Go  a  report  from  the.  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Schreaber : 

Ordered^  That  the  comptroller  cause  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Jacob  Schreiber, 
to  be  adjusted  upon  the  same  principles  with  those  directed  for  the  officers 
of  Hazen's  renment,  allowing  him  the  pay  of  a  captain  of  engineers  from 
the  2d  day  of  March,  1780 : 

That  Mr.  Schretber  have  leave  to  depart  for  Europe,  as  Congress,  though 
conscious  of  his  merit,  have  no  means  of  employiog  him  in  the  rank  be  re- 
quires: 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  to  pay  Mr.  Schreiber 
such  sum  as  will  enable  him  to  return  to  Europe,  and  that  loan-office  certi- 
ficates be  delivered  him  for  the  residue  of  the  balance  which  shall,  on  settle- 
ment, appear  to  be  due  to  him  from  the  United  States. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr. 
Randolph,  to  whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  28th  August,  and  one  of  the  7th 
insr.  from  the  superintendent  of  finance : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  2d  iost  as  declares,  *'  that 
certificates  which  may  be  given  by  the  quarter-roaster  general  or  other  offi- 
cers, properly  authorized  to  give  them  j^r  supplies,  that  shall  be  hereafter 
furni&necl,  shall  be  accepted  in  payment  if  the  quotas  of  money  thereby  as- 
signed to  the  several  states,"  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawkins,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

i?eso(tHsrf|  That  letters  to  and  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs  be  car- 
ried free  of  postage. 

TUESDAY,  JWrmber  13,  178K 

The  ordinance  respecting  captures,  was  taken  into  consideration  and  de- 
bated. 

WEDNESDAY.  M\)vemher  14. 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Jones, 

Ordered,  Tfiat  the  president  write  to  the  executives  of  the  states,  reauest- 
ing  the  attendance  of  delegates  from  such  states  as  are  not  representee!,  and 
urging  the  necessity  of  sending  forward  and  keeping  up  a  representation  in 
Congress  for  conductiiig  the  affairs  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  delegates  of  Virginia, 

''  That  the  1st  Tuesday  of  December  next,  be  assigned  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cessions  of 
New-York,  Tirzinia,  Connecticut,  and  the  petitions  of  the  Indiana,  Vanda- 
lia,  Illinois,  and  Wabash  companies." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Yarn  urn,  to  amend, 
by  adding.  '*  Provided  that  eleven  states  shall  be  then  represented." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr  Vamum, 


M  atMoehuidis,  Mr.  Level], 

Patridge, 
Osgood, 

J?Aodl».JMM<   Mr.  Mowiy, 

Yamun, 

Ccf/mecHcut,      Mr.  Law, 

Pemuytvanittf  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atlee, 
T.Smith, 

3iiarjfkauif        Mr.  Hanson, 

CanoU, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative 


ay  J.  ay 

noj 

no  ^"^ 
ayi 
aySay 
ay\ 


Firgitdat 


S^CartHnOt 


Gtor^Of 


Mr.  Jones, 
Maduon, 
Randolph, 

Mr.  Hawkins,    . 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Bee, 
Eveleigb, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
N.W.  Jones, 


6S8 
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On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  beioe 
required  by  Mr.  Joseph  Jones, 

MassaehvsetUt  Mr.  Lovdl,  no) 


Patridge, 
Osgood, 

Mhodt-'Itland^    Mr.  Mowr>-, 

Varmun, 

Couneeticutf      Mr.  Law, 

Femiatflvania,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atlec, 
T.  Smith, 


no 
no 
no 


no 


"yjdiV. 

no>* 
ayi 
ay  J  ay 


Miurylandf 


Mr.  nanion» 
Carroll, 
Mr.  J.  Jones, 


K'Carohna, 
S.'Carohna^ 


Bandndph, 
Mr.  Hawkhu^ 
Mr.  MJddletiHi, 

Eveleigb, 
Mr.  Telfcir, 

N.  W.  Jam, 


"\ 

no  ^* 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Bmidinot, 
Mr.  Carroll,  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  notice  to  be  giren  to  the  le- 
gislative or  executive  authority  of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  on  the  petition 
from  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  a  dispiti 
between  the  two  states :  Congress  agreed  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  have  presented  -a  petition  to  the  United  States  in  Congress*  a- 
sembltJ,  statins,  *'  that  a  controversy  has  long  subsisted  between  the  sak! 
state  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  state  of  Connecticut,  respecting  sundry  Ivdi 
lyine  within  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state  of  PennsTlvaDia,andpraT« 
ing  for  a  heainng,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  9th  article  of  the  confederation : 

Btsolved,  That  the  4th  Monday  in  June  next,  be  assigned  for  the  appesr- 
ance  of  the  said  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut*  by  their  lavfL 
agents,  at  the  place  in  which  Congress  shall  then  be  sitting. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  notice  be  aH  follows,  to  be  transmitted  bj 
the  secretairy  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  confederation : 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  hi  the  chy  of  PhiUdelpbia,  on  the  titfa  daj  of  No' 
▼ember,  in  the  year  of  our  liord  1781,  and  in  the  6th  year  ot  iadepeodeaM  s 

To  the  legislative  authority  of  the  state  of  Connecticut: 

It  it  is  hereby  made  known,  tliat  pursuant. to  the  9th  article  of  the  confede- 
ration, the  supreme  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  hare  p^^ 
sented  a  petition  to  Congress,  stating  that  a  controversy  nas  long  subsisted 
between  the  said  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  state  of  Connecticut,  re- 
specting sundry  lands  lying  within  the  northern  boundary  of  the  said  stite 
of  Pennsylvania^  and  praying  for  a  hearing  in  pursuance  of  the  9th  article  of 
the  confederation  ;  and  that  the  4th  M<iiiday  in  June  next,  is  assigned  loc 
the  appearance  of  the  said  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  bj  tbei: 
lawful  agents*  at  the  place  in  which  Congress  shall  then  sit,  to  proceed  ifi 
the  premises  as  by  the  said  confederation  is  directed. 

Bj  order  of  Congress,  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secrdar^^ 

THURSDAY,  J^Tovember  15,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  J.  Joaes,  Mr. 
N.  W.  Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  officers  returned  frva 
Charleston : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finaoce, 
to  take  order  fur  the  discharge  of  three  months'  subsistence,  in  adfliti<ttU) 
the  pay  ordered  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  September  luMt: 

That  the  comptroller  settle  the  accounts  .of  the  officers  from  Charlestoo, 
for  the  expenses  incurred  by  them  on  their  removal  to  Philadelphia. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovewber  16,  1781. 
Mr.  Wolc.ott»  a  delegate  foi  Connecticut,  attended,  and  took  his  stft. 
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Oil  a  report  of  the  board  of  war^  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Varnum, 

BesoLved,  That  in  future  no  warrant  issue  in  favour  of  officers  or  soldiers 
in  actual  service,  for  paj  or  subsistence,  but  bj  the  commander  in  chief,  or 
the  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

**  That  general  Washington  be  directed  to  extend  his  attention  to  the 
farther  relief  of  the  southern  states,  and  that  he  either  lead  thither  such  part 
of  the  main  armj,  as  he  may  think  expedient  or  if  he  should  judge  his  pre« 
sence  there  unnecessarj,  that  he  detach  sucn  additional  reinforcements  to 
eeneral  Greene,  with  cannon,  artillery,  and  stores  requisite,  as  may  enable 
hi  in  to  act  ^iffensivelj,  and  with  such  vieour  as  to  ^Stord  a  prospect  of  con- 
quest in  that  auarter,  or  at  least  of  expelling  the  enemy  from  thence  during 
the  ensuing  winter,  whilst  northern  operations  are  impracticable." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  tlie  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Middieton, 


Virginia^ 


Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Madison, 

Randolph, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Bveleigfa, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jones, 


no 

no 
no 
no 
ay 

ay 

«> 
ay  ) 

ay  J 


no 


no 


ay 


^'HamfMnt  Mr.  lirermore, 
MatmekuaettBt    Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Hhode-Mand,    Mr.  Mowry, 

Vamum, 
C^nniBttieu^      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Ifew^eney        Mr.  Clark, 
Penaisyhuanioy  >Ir.  Montgomery, 

Atlee, 

Smitb; 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Varnum«  seconded  by  Mr.Patridge, 

"  That  it  be  resolved,  that  the  resolution  of  the  25th  of  May  last,  establish- 
ing a  general  rule  of  promotion,  precludes  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assemoled,  from  promoting  any  officer,  on  account  of  extraordinary  merit  or 
eminent  services,  contrary  totnerule  of  succession  therein  mentioned  .*' 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Vamaro, 


H.'Haanuhirtf  Mr.  livemiore, 
MauacmiaeUa,   Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Jihodd'bUmd,    Mr.  Mowry 

Vamum, 
Conneetiastf       Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
New-Jersey^       &fr.  Clark, 
Fermaykania^  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atlee, 

Smith, 


no 


no>-* 

no' 

no 

no> 

ay).* 

no"! 

novno 

noj 


MBBryhnd^ 

firginiot 

GcorgiOf 


Mr.  IlansoB, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  J.  Jones, 

Madiflon, 

Randolph, 
M^.  Middleton, 

Bee, 

Mottf, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jone% 


So  it  passed  in  tlie  ne^tive. 

The  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Vamum,  Mr.  Montgomery 
and  Mr.  Lovell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Slst  of  October  last, 
from  general  Washington,  with  letters  from  brigadier-general  du  Portail, 
was  taken  into  consideration,  and  on  the  first  proposition,  *<  that  in  conside- 
ration of  the  cniinent  services  of  brigadier-general  Knox,  commanding  officer 
of  the  artillery  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  of  his  mentorious 
conduct  in  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  state  or  Virginia ;  he  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  major-general :" 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  the  states  of  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia ;.  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  thereon. 

Vox-  111.  87 


•^^' 
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Georgia, 


Mr.  Uansot^ 

CUTOU, 

Mr.  Jones, 

MidisoD, 

Ruidolph, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Bee, 

Motte, 
Mr.  Telfiiir, 

N.  W.  Jonea, 


no' 
no* 
no  I 
no 


Maryland^ 
Vhrgimof 

S.'CanUnaf 


Mr.  Hanson, 
Carn>n, 

Bfr.  J.  JODC% 

Madiflon, 

Bandolph, 
Mr.  Mlddletoo, 

Bee, 

Motte, 
Mr.  Te]&ir, 

K.  W.  Jonas, 


ar 

ay 

no 
no 
no 

noj 


IT 


QC 


If^HamaMrty  Mr.  livemiorc, 
Mauachmetu,  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridije, 

Os^ooo,  . 
Hhode-Liandy   Mr.  Mowry, 

Vamum, 
Cmmectiaat     Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
^amtyhofda^  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Atlee, 

Smith, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  fi>  agree  to  the  main  qnestioo,  the  jeaa  and  najs  beis; 
required  bj  Mr.  Lovell, 

N-HampMhhre,   Mr.  livermorey 
MB^Baachmt^  Mr.  Lovell, 

Patridffe, 

Osgood. 
Bhudt-JUand,    Mr.  M0W17, 

yamum, 

Conmctkvtt     Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Perm^kama^  BIr.  Montgrnnery, 

Atioe, 

Sfflilh, 

So  the  qaeation  was  lost. 

On  a  farther  consideration  of  the  report : 

Besolved,  That  brigadier-general  du  Portail,  commanding  officer  of  \k 
corps  of  engineers,  in  consideration  of  his  meritorious  services,  and  partia 
iarfy  of  his  distin^ished  conduct  in  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  state  of  Yir 
ginia,  be,  and  he  isJierebj  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general. 

SesoffVedf  That  lieutenant-colonel  Gouvion,  of  the  corps  of  engioeerfiit 
ceive  the  brevet  of  colonel . 

Besolvedf  That  captain  Rochefontaine,  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  reccin 
the  brevet  of  major. 

Besolvedt  That  major-general  du  Portail  and  colonel  Gouvion  haveleirr 
of  absence  from  the  United  States  for  the  space  of  six  months. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 

Xesohed,  TIat  the  board  of  war  arrange  the  officers  of  the  Soutb-Carolifli 
and  Georgia  lines,  agreeabl v  to  the  establishment  of  the  armj,  adopted « 
ths  3d  da  J  of  October,  1780^  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Unes  of  other  stattf 
have  been  arranged. 

MONDAY,  jy\nfember  19, 1781. 

Mr.  Ellerj  and  Mr.  Cornell,  two  delegates  for  Rhode-Island,  &c.  ztifri' 

ed  and  took  their  seats. 
On  motion  of  Mr.-  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Resolved,  That  Richard  Peters,  esq.  be  authorized  and  requested  to  cot- 

tinue  to  exercise  the  duties  of  the  war  department,  until  the  secretarj  it 

war  shall  enter  upon  the  execution  of  his  omce* 

TUESDAY,  J^ovemher  20,  1781. 
On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  on  an  application  of  lieutenant  Jenkioi 
Mesolved,  That  the  two  independent  companies  raised  by  captains  Ovri^ 
and  Ransom,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  quota  of  troops  of  diefttste«| 
Connecticut,  in  whose  raiments  they  are  incorporated;  provided  tbcn^ 
State  settle  with  them  for  the  depreciation  on  their  pay ;  and  that  it  be  it 
commended  to  the  said  state  of  Connecticut,  to  settle  the  depreciatioo  ^ 
their  pay  upon  the  same  principles  adopted  by  them  for  the  officers  sod  ^t** 
diers  of  their  line. 
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On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell/ Mr.  Randolph* 
ind  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  November 
last,  from  the  superintendent  of  finance  :  * 

Mesolved,  That  the  powers  vested  by  the  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  Febm- 
irj,  1780,  in  the  board  of  admiralty  and  navy-board  respectively,  in  case  of 
he  loss  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of  war  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  b^ 
rested  in  the  secretary  of  marine  ;  or  until  he  be  appointed  and  enter  upon 
he  execution  of  his  office,  in  the  aj^ent  df  marine ;  except  that  neither  the 
secretary  nor  agent  of  marine  shall,  be  authorized  to  sit  in  any  court  of 
inquiry. 

Aesolvedf  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  or  aient  of  marine,  to 
ransmit  to  tlie  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  proceedings  of 
tourts-martial  previous  to  the  execution  of  any  capital  sentence  which  may 
»e  awarded. 

Besolvedt  That  the  powers  and  duties  hereby  assigned  to  the  secretary  or 
^ent  of  marine,  be  assigned  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  to  be  exer* 
ised  by  him  until  such  secretary  or  agent  of  marine  shall  be  appointed. 

WEDNESDAY,  J^Tovember  21, 1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Oscood/ 
nd  Mr.  Randolph,  to  report  on  the  arrangement  of  the  president's  housenold, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  attendants  of  the  president's  bouse,  consist  of  one 
teward,  and  such  others  as  may  be  found  necessary  ;  and  that  they  be  ap- 
K>inted  and  removed  at  pleasure,  by  the  president  of  Congress : 

That  all  sums  of  mone^  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  house,  be  drawn 
•y  the  president,  and  paid  to  the  steward  : 

That  the  steward  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  receipts  and  disburse- 
Qents,  and  of  furniture,  and  utensils  broken,  lost  or  purchased,  and  deliver 
0  the  secretary  of  the  president  on  the  Ist  day  of  every  months  a  £iir  copy 
hereof. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  19th, 
rom  major-general  du  Portail,  requesting  the  brevet  of  captain  for  Mr.  do 
^astaing,  his  aid : 

ResoSsed,  That  the  reouest  respecting  the  promotion  of  lieutenant  de 
'astaing,  cannot  be  complied  with. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  '^  that  it 
e  recommended  to  the  Ic^siatures  of  the  several  states  to  cause  to  be  taken 
nd  transmitted  to  Congress  as  soon  as  j^ssible,  the  number  of  the  wUtf 
ihabitants  thereof,  pursuant  to  the  9th  article  of  the  confederation  •" 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Randolph, 

Vkgmta, 


N-CaroHna^ 
S.  Carolina^ 


Georgia, 


^'/famp$kire^  Mr.  Livetmore, 
fiUsackuseUt,  Mr.  Lovel), 

Fatridge, 

OBgx)oa, 
hftde-lBlarul^    Mr.  Cornell, 

l^lery, 
QimeeHcuty      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
'tto-Jtrrsty,       Mr.  Clark, 
tnnsylvama,   Mr.  Montgomery,    %y  \ 

Smith,  ay  5  *' 

farykendf  .     Mr.  Hanson,  ay  7 

CaxroU,  ay  5  ^ 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

THURSDAY,  J^Tovemher  22, 1781. 

The  delegates  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  being  re-appointed  by  the 
eneral  assembly,  Mr.  J.  Montgomery,  Mr.  T.  Smith  and  Mr.  Atlee,  t  hree 
r  the  said  delegates^  attended,  and  produced  their  credentials. 


Mr.  Jonea, 
Madison, 
Randolpb, 

>Ir.  Hawkins,    ^ 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Bee, 
Motte, 
Evele^, 

Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  VK.  Jones, 
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Confess  proceeded  to  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee,  on  the  letter  of  the  2rth  of  October,  from  general  W  whingtoo ;  tod 
thereupon, 

Me$olved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  earl  j  and  aoremitted  attentioB 
of  general  Washington*  to  the  liberation  of  the  son  them  states  fron  tbe 
power  of  the  enemy*  and  of  his  communication  of  the  saccess  of  the  allied 
arms*  to  the  foreien  ministers  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgoinerj,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Besolved,  That  the  est&lishment  of  the  post-office  as  agreed  to^on  t)K 
19th  of  October  last,  take  place  on  the  first  day  of  Janqarv  next,  and  thit 
the  resolution  directing  its  commenc^nient  on  the  1st  dny  of  December  d«V 
be,  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Shaipe  vA 
Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  major  Nicola, 

Hesolvedt  That  major  Nicola's  accounts  bt  settled  up  to  the  25th  dij  oC 
August,  ir81,  at  which  time  he  be  considered  as  retiring  from  service. 

FRIDAY,  J^ovemher  2S,  1781. 

Mr.  Floyd,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-York,  attended,  and  prodaccd 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment. 

On  reading  a  memonal  and  representation  of  the  legislature  of  the  stile 
of  New -Jersey: 

(hdered.  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  saperintendeot  ^ 
finance ;  and  that  he  report,  as  soon  as  may  be,  as  well  on  the  said  meDomi 
as  on  a  reference  to  him  made  on  the  same  subject,  of  a  plan  for  liqoidat- 
ing  certificates  given  by  quarter-masters,  commissaries  and  others. 
On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war : 

Besolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance,  and  board  of  warbe,aal 
hereby  are  authorized  and  directed  to  tfdce  immmediate  order  for  the  nie 
keeping  and  support  of  the  prisoners  of  war  in  the  possession  of  the  United 
States,  so  as  to  ensure  their  safety  as  much  as  may  tie,  and  to  render  tbeff 
support  less  burthensome  to  the  finances  of  these  states. 

.  On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Madiaos  ivi 
Mr.  Cornell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  22d,froai  major-genen. 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette : 

Besoivedt  That  major-general  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  have  permis^toe 
to  go  to  France ;  and  that  he  return  at  sUch  time  a»  shall  be  most  convenrea: 
to  nim : 

That  he  be  informed,  that  on  a  review  of  his  conduct  througliout  the  ]»»t 
campaign,  and  particularly  during  the  period  in  which  he  had  the  chief  con* 
mand  in  Virginia,  the  many  new  proofs  which  present  themselves  of  iin 
zealous  attachment  to  the  cause  he  has  espoused,  and  of  his  judgmeat,  W^i- 
lance,  gallantry  and  address  in  its  defence,  have  greatly  added  to  the  hi,^ 
opinion  entertained  by  Cimgress  of  his  merits  and  military  talents : 

That  he  make  known  to  the  officers  and  troops  whom  he  coiDmanded  dl^ 
ing  that  period,  that  the  brave  and  enterprising  services  with  which  tbfj 
seconded  his  zeal  and  effiirts,  and  which  enabled  him  to  defeat  the  sttempo 
of  an  enemy  far  superior  in  numbers,  have  been  beheld  by  Coogress  tita 
particular  satisfaction  and  approbation  : 

That  the  secretary  of  foreign  affiiirs  acquaint  the  ministers  pleoipotendart 
of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  they  confer  via 
the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  avail  themselves  of  his  information  relitin 
to  the  situation  of  public  affiiirs  in  the  United  States: 

That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs,  further  acquaint  the  nuniisterpleiu* 
potentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  that  he  will  conform  to  the  iotesuoi^ 
Congress  by  consulting  with  and  employing  the  assistance  of  tke  rnarqiu) 
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le  la  Fayette,  in  accelerating  the  supplies  which  may  be  afforded  by  his  most 
Dhristian  majesty  for  the  use  of  the  United  States : 

That  the  superintendent  of  fiiiance,  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
the  board  of  war,  make  such  communications  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
touching  the  affairs  of  their  respective  departments,  as  will  best  enable  him 
to  fulfil  the  purpose  of  the  two  resolutions  immediately  preceding: 

That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for  dischargins;  the  engage- 
ment entered  into  b^  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with  the  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, referred  to  m  the  act  of  the  ^th  of  May  last. 

Ordered^  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  furnish  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  with  a  proper  conveyance  to  France : 

That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  report  a  letter  to  bis  most  Christian 
msnesty,  to  be  sent  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Doane,  Mr. 
Witherspoon,  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  states  to  enact 
laws  for  punishing  infractions  of  the  laws  of  nations : 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states 
to  provide  expeditious,  exemplary  and  adequate  punishment : 

First.  For  the  violation  of  safe  conducts  or  passports,  expressly  panted 
under  the  authority  of  Congress  to  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  in  time 
of  war: 

Secondly.  For  the  commission  of  acts  of  hostility  against  such  as  are  in 
amity,  league  or  truce  with  the  United  States,  or  who  are  within  the  same, 
under  a  general  implied  safe  conduct : 

Thirdly*  For  the  infractions  of  the  immunities  of  ambassadors  and  other 
public  ministers,  anthoria^ed  and  received  as  such  by  the  United  States  in 
C(»ngress  assembled,  by  animadverting  on  violence  offered  to  their  persons, 
houses,  carriages  and  property,  under  the  limitations  allowed  by  the  usages 
of  nations ;  and  on  disturbance  given  to  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  ; 
by  annulling  all  writs  and  processes,  at  any  time  sued  forth  against  an  am- 
bassador, or  other  public  minister,  or  against  their  goods  and  chattels,  or 
against  their  domestic  servants,  whereby  his  person  may  be  arrested  :  And, 
Fourthly.  For  infractions  of  treaties  and  conventions  to  whioh  this  United 
States  are  a  party. 

The  preceding  being  only  those  offences  against  the  law  of  nations  which 
are  most  obvious,  and  public  faith  and  safety  requiring  that  punishment  should 
be  co-«xtensive  with  such  crimes : 

Besolved,  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  erect  a 
tribunal  in  each  staXe,  or  to  vest  one  already  existing  with  power  to  decide 
on  offences  asrainst  the  law  of  nations,  not  contained  in  the  foregoing  enu- 
meration, under  convenient  restrictions. 

Besolvedj  That  it  be  farther  recommended  to  authorize  suits  to  be  insti- 
tuted for  damages  by  the  party  injured,  and  for  compensation  to  the  United 
States  for  damage  sustained  by  them  from  an  injury  done  to  a  foreign  power 
by  a  citizen. 

MONDAY,  JVT)remfter  26,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  this  day,  from  major-gen.  B.  Lincoln  was  read,  accepting  the 
ofiice  of  secretary  at  war. 

TUESDAY,  ^rbvember  97,  1781. 

On  reading  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs : 
Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  m,  and  hereby  is  authorized 
and  directed  to  take  under  his  care  and  management  all  loans  or  other  m6- 
neys  obtained  in  Europe  or  elsewhere  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
ject to  the  i4>propriation  of  Congress. 
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C<Higre88  being  informed  of  the  arriTal  of  gen.  Washington  in  this  citr: 
Ordered,  That  he  have  an  andience  in  Congress  to-morrow  at  one  o'c\ocL 

WEDNESDAY,  M\wember  28,  1781. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  a  delegate  for  Pennsjlvania,  and  Mr.  Houston,  a  deleg^ 
for  New-Jersej,  attended. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  meinoriilof  apt 
de  Frey : 

Besolved,  That  the  resignation  of  captain  de  Frej  be  accepted,  Coogres 
having  no  means  of  emplojing  him  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  consist- 
ent with  the  arrangement  thereof,  though  a  meritorious  officer : 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  to  pajr  capt  deFttj, 
in  cash  or  in  bills  of  exchange,  such  sum  as  will  enable  him  to  retarnto 
France,  in  part  of  the  balance  which  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  on  ftettl^ 
ment  of  his  accounts. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Randolpk, 
and  Mr.  tioudinot,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  October  the  13th,  mm 
capt.  John  Barrj : 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  measures  for  obtainn!«a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  at  Boston,  in  the  case  of  thite 
men  belonging  to  the  frigate  Alliance. 

According  to  order,  een.  Washington  attended,  and  being  introdocedbj 
two  members,  the  president  addressed  him  as  follows : 

Sir  :  Confess,  at  all  times  happy  in  seeing  your  excellency,  feel  particu- 
lar pleasure  m  your  presence  at  this  time,  after  the  glorious  success  of  the 
allied  arms  in  Virginia.  It  is  their  fixed  purpose  to  draw  every  advaoUge 
from  it  by  exhorting  the  states  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  most  vigonts 
and  timely  exertions.  A  committee  has  accordingly  been  appointed  to  state 
the  requisitions  necessary  to  be  made  for  the  establishment  of  the  army,  t»l 
they  are  instructed  to  confer  with  you  upon  that  subject  It  iB»  therefore, the 
expectation  of  Congress  that  your  excellency  would  remain  for  some  time  is 
Philadelphia,  that  they  may  avail  themselves  of  your  aid  in  this  importantbt- 
stness,  and  tnat  yod  may  enjoy  a  respite  from  the  fatigues  of  war,  as  far  as  it 
consistent  with  the  service. 

To  which  his  excellency  made  the  following  reply : 

Mr.  President  :  I  feel  very  sensibly  the  favorable  declaration  of  Cos- 
gross  expressed  b;^  your  excellency.  This  fresh  proof  of  their  approbstioo 
cannot  tail  of  making  a  deep  impression  upon  me,  and  mv  study  snail  be  to 
deserve  a  continuance  of  it.  It  is  with  pecul iar  pleasure  I  hear  that  it  is  tbe 
fixed  purpose  of  Congress  to  exhort  the  states  to  the  most  vigoroos  and  tial^ 
ly  exertions.  A  compliance  on  their  parts  will,  I  persuade  myself,  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  happy  consequences. 

I  shall  yield  a  ready  obedience  to  the  expectation  of  Congress,  and  five 
every  assistance  in  my  power  to  their  committee.  I  am  obliged  by  the  sm* 
ness  of  Congress  in  making  my  personal  ease  and  convenience  a  part  ottheir 
concern.  Should  the  service  require  my  attendance  with  the  army  opoo  tbe 
North  river,  or  elsewhere,  I  shall  repair  to  whatever  place  my  aoty  cali^ 
with  the  same  pleasure  that  I  remain  in  this  city. 

On  motion  of  the  delegates  of  South*Caroliaa: 

Besolved,  That  the  secretary  at  war  take  order  for  furnishing  a  wagoo, 
with  four  horses  and  a  driver,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  to  the  aostSera 
army,  a  printing  press  and  necessary  apparatus,  procured  by  the  state  af 
South-Carolina. 

THURSDAY,  J^ovember  29,  irSl. 

A  draft  of  a  letter  to  his  most  Christian  majesty,  being  reported,  and 
sundry  amendments  being  made,  was  passed. 
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FRIDAY,  MnjemherSO,  1781. 

The  ordinance  respecting  captures  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  it 
beine  moved  bj  Mr.  Kandofph,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Carroll,  to  insert, 

"  Provided  nevertheless,  that  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises,  of  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Great-Britain,  or  of  ainr  country  or  ter- 
ritory dependine  thereon,  and  found  within  ten  leagues  or  the  coast  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  liable  to  capture  aud  condemnation,  unle&s  the  same 
shall  have  been  previously  captured. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Patridge,  to  am^nd 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  found,"  "  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  belong- 
iDg  to  the  subjects  of  any  prince,  state  or  potentate  not  in  alliance  with  these 
states." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Ellery, 


If.'Bampshirtf  >Ir.  Livermore, 
MoMtofhuaettat  l^Ir.  Patridge, 

OsgtKKl, 

Mkoda-hUmd^    Mr.  Cornell, 

ElJer}', 


Mr.  Uw, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Clark, 
Uoutton, 
J^tnmylvania,    Mr.  Atlee, 

Wynkoop, 


no  >.♦ 
no  5 

no) 
no  >• 

\ 


no 
no 


no 


Maryland^ 
Firginioj 


S,- Carolina, 


GtorgiUf 


Mr.  Hanson, 
CarroU, 
Mr.  Jones, 


DO 


Randolph, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Bee, 

Motte» 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jones, 


no 

no, 

no^ 

no^no 

no  J 

no  >.• 

no 

no 

no  I 

no 

no 

no 


no 


no 


So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


no 


no^  • 
no> 

no  5 
no) 

ayS 

no> 
no> 
no>-* 


div. 


no 


Maryland, 
Virgima, 

N.-Carokna, 
S.»CaroKna, 

Qtorgia, 


Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 

Madison, 

Randolph, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jonefl^ 


^.'Hampshire,  Mr.  Livermore, 
MatmuhmdU,   Mr.  Patridge 

Oseood, 
J7/i9d^-/ttoid;    ytr.  £llery, 

Conictt, 
Ctmirdricttl^      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
New-  Tvrk,        Mr.  Floyd, 
.AftuyJeraey,      Mr.  Clark, 

Houston, 
Pefnuyhamot  Mr.  Atlee, 

Wynkoop, 

So  the  question  was  lost 

MONDAY,  JDeemnher  3,  1781. 

Mr.  Clymer,  a  delegate  for  Pennsylvania,  attended,  and  tctok  his  seat. 

Mr.  Condict,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  attended,  and  took 
hift  seat. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr. 
Law, 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Fry  be  appointed  door-keeper  to  Congress,  and  re- 
ceive the  same  pay  as  allowed  to  the  late  door-keeper,  his  pay  to  commence 
from  the  1 7th  of  October  last. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bee,  Mr.  Ellery  and  Mr.  J. 
Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  from  the  su* 
perintendent  of  finance : 

Resolved,  That  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed,  to  apply  and  dispose  of  all  monies 
which  have  been  or  may  be  obtained  in  Europe  by  subsidy,  loan  or  other- 
wise, according  to  the  several  resolutions  and  acts  of  Congress  now  existing. 
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Or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  for  the  appropriation  of  monies  belon^g  to 
the  United  States. 

On  a  report  from  the  war-office : 

Resolved^  That  the  secretary  at  war  take  order  for  supplying  the  state  of 
North -Carolina,  with  the  arms  and  other  articles  contained  in  a  report  fron 
the  war -office  of  this  date,  and  charge  the  tuime  to  the  said  state;  proTid^d 
the  order  from  the  board  of  war  of  the  5th  of  November  last  be  noteiccstd. 

TUESDAY,  Dectmber  4,  1781. 

Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  D.  Carroll,  having  been  re-elected  delegates  to  n- 
present  the  state  of  Maryland,  produced  the  credentials  of  their  appoiatmeiit 
together  with  Mr.  S.  Chase  and  Mr.  Turbiitt  Wright* 

The  ordinance  respecting  captures,  being  taken  into  conaideratioii,aadoo 
a  question  to  insert  the  folTowina;  clause : 

^«  Provided  nevertheless,  that  Jroro  and  after  the  1st  day  of  March,  io  tbe 
year  1782,  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises,  of  the  growth,  produce  ar 
manufacture  of  Great- Britain,  or  of  any  territory  depending  thereon,  if  fooal 
within  three  leagues  of  the  coasts,  and  destined  to  any  port  or  place  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  svd 
states,  or  the  subjects  of  any  neutral  power,  shall  be  liable  to  capture  vA 
condemnation,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  previous!  j  captured  from  tbe 
enemy  and  condemned,  or  in  consequence  of  capture,  may  Im  proceediBgta 
some  port  or  place  not  in  the  power  of  the  said  ^emy,  for  trial  and  con- 
demnation." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Patridge, 


no>^* 
noi 


no 


no 


*y>* 


Ftrgmiot 


S,'CQn&nat 


Ge^r^ria, 


Mr.  JoneSy 
XadiMi, 
Randolph, 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Matthews, 
Bec« 
Motte, 
Eveleigby 

Mr.  Telfair, 


^7 

'•1 

ay>*y 


N.  W.  Joaea,   ty  > 


N.'Hanwghire^  Mr.  livermore, 
J^attaehtueiUf  Mr.  Patrid^e, 

Osgood, 
Ehade-Mmd,    Mr.  Elleiy, 

Cornell, 
CwinecttctOt      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
JVVw-ForJb,        Mr.  Floyd, 
NemJerftyt       Mr.  Houston, 
Petmsyivmua,   Mr.  Clymer, 

Wynkoop, 
Maryland,         Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  ordinance  being  read  a  third  time,  was  passed  as  follows  r 

An  ordinance,  ascertaining  what  captures  on  water  shall  be  lawful 
In  pttraaanee  of  tbe  powers  delegpCed  by  tbe  eoofederatkm  m  cases  of  eaptore  on  «sicr: 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  aaaembled.  that  from  n^ 
after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  all  resolutions  and  ordinances  of  Con- 
gress relating  to  captures  or  re-captures  on  water,  and  coming  withio  the 
purview  of  this  ordinance,  except  as  is  herein  after  excepted,  shall  be  odU 
and  void :  but  questions  of  this  nature  arising  before^  or  which  shall  be  UD<i^ 
termined  at  that  day,  shall  be  determined  at  any  time  during  tbe  war  with 
Great-Britain,  according  to  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  ordinance  Iu4 
never  been  made. 

It  shall  be  lawful  to  capture  and  to  obtain  condemnation  of  the  propertr 
herein  after  enumerated,  if  found  below  high  water  mark ;  that  is  to  say, 

All  ships  and  other  vessels  of  whatsoever  size  or  denWination  beloogioc 
to  an  enemy  of  the  United  States^  with  their  rigging,  tackle,  apparel  aoa 
furniture. 

All  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  belonging  to  an  enemy,  and  foaod  ob 
board  of  a  ship  or  other  vessel  of  such  enemy. 
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All  contraband  soods,  wares  and  merchandigea  tci  whatever  nation  belong* 
ing,  although  fonnd  in  a  neutral  bottom^  if  destined  for  the  use  of  an  enemy; 
^ut  the  gomls,  wares  and  merchandises  belonging  to  an  enemy,  contraband 
^oods,  and  goods  destined  to  a  blockaded,  invested  or  besieeed  port«  being 
llwajs  excepted,  found  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  a  foreign  nation,  other  than 
in  enemy,  shall  in  no  case  be  Hubfect  to  condemnation. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the 
fear  1782,  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  of  the  gniwth,  produce  or 
nanufacture  of  Great  •Britain^  or  of  any  territory  depending  thereon,  if 
oa  nd  within  three  leagues  of  the  coasts  and  destined  to  any  port  or  place  df 
he  United  States,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  said 
itatea,  or  the  subjects  of  any  neutral  power,  shaTi  be  liable  to  capture  and 
condemnation,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  previously  captured  from  the 
itiemy  and  condemned,  or  in  consequence  of  capture  may  be  proceeding  to 
»ome  port  or  pldce  not  in  the  power  ctf  the  said  enemy,  for  trial  and  cos* 
lemnation. 

Alt  ships  or  other  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  belonging  to  any 
lower  or  the  subjects  of  any  power  against  which  letters  of  marque  or  re- 
)risal  shall  have  issued. 

All  ships  or  other  vessels,  with  their  rij^inr,  tackle,  apparel  and  fumiture, 
ind  with  their  cargoes  to  whatsoever  nation  belonging,  destined  to  any  port 
>r  place  invested,  besieged  or  blockaded,  by  a  sufficient  force  belonging  to^ 
n  the  service  of,  or  co-operating  with,  the  United  States,  so  ejOTectually  as  that 
^ne  cannot  attempt  to  enter  into  such  port  or  place  without  evident  danger. 

All  ships  or  other  vessels,  with  their  rigging,  tackle*  apparel  and  furniture, 
ind  with  their  cargoes,  found  in  the  pmisession  of  pirates. 

The  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  to  be  adjudged  contraband,  are  the 
Allowing,  that  is  to  say. 

Cannons,  mortars,  fire-arms,  pistols,  bombs,  granadoes,  bullets,  balls,  fuseea, 
lints,  matches,  powder,  saltpetre,  sulphur,  carcases,  pikes,  Swords,  belts, 
)ouche8,  cartouch-boxes,  saddles  and  bridles,  in  any  quantity  beyond  what 
nay  be  necessary  for  the  ship's  provision,  and  may  properly  -appertain  to, 
md  be  adjudged  necessary  for,  every  man  of  the  ship^s  crew  or  for  each 
lassenger. 

If  it  shall  manifestly  appear,  that  of  any  entire  thin^  of  which  division 
:annot  be  made  without  injury  to  its  value,  a  subject  of  the  enemy,  and  a 
itizen  or  a  subject  of  a  foreign  power,  not  being  an  enemy,  are  joint  holders, 
he  whole  shall  be  condemned  and  sold  for  gold  or  silver,  the  proper  oro- 
portion  of  the  net  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the 
tate  in  which  the  sale  shall  be,  to  be  paid  to  the  order  of  such  citizen,  or 
he  subject  to  such  foreign  power. 

If  such  division  can  be  accomplished,  but  neither  the  citizen  nor  the  sub- 
let of  a  foreign  power,  nor  his  agent,  shall  require  specific  restitution  of 
is  property,  there  shall  be  a  sale  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  propertv  were 
ndivisible.  But  if  in  such  case  a  requisition  be  made  to  this  eftct,  the  doe 
n'oportion  shall  be  specifically  restored. 

Where  property*  shall  have  been  originallycaptured  on  land  from  a  state, 
<r  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  re-captured  below  hitfh-wa- 
er  mark  by  another  citizen  thereof,  restitution  shall  be  made  to  the  former 
•wner  upon  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  salvage,  not  exceeding  l>4th  part 
•fthe  value;  no  regard  being  had  to  the  time  of  possession  by  theenemy« 

In  all  cases  of  re-capture  bv  an  armed  vessel,  fitted  out  at  Ifeie  expense  of 
he  United  States,  of  a  vessel  or  other  effects  belonging  to  a  citizen,  the 
ourt  shall  adjudge  the  proportion  which  would  be  due  to  the  United  States 
0  be  remitteii  to  such  citizen,  ho  reprd  being  had  to  the  time  of  possession 
>y  the  enemy. 
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On  the  re-capture  by  a  citizen  of  anj  negro,  mulatto.  Indian,  or  other  j^- 
8on,  from  whom  labour  or  service  ia  lawfullj  claimed  by  a  state  or  t  citiin 
of  a  state,  specific  restitution  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  claunant,  whether  the 
original  capture  shall  have  been  made  on  land  or  water,  and  withwt 
regard  to  the  time  of  possession  by  the  enemy,  a  reasonable  salvage  beii* 
patd  by  the  claimant  to  the  re-captor,  not  exceeding  l-4th  of  the  valoe  o( 
scich  labour  or  service,  to  be  estimated  according  to  the  laws  of  the  sbte 
under  which  the  claim  shall  be  made. 

But  if  the  service  of  such  negro,  mulatto,  Indian, or  other  person,  caatored 
below  high-water  mark,  shall  not  be  legally  claimed  within  a  year  ami  adij 
from  the  sentence  of  the  court,  he  shall  be  set  at  liberty* 

In  all  other  cases  of  re-capture,  restitution  shall  lie  made  to  the  ovner 
upon  payment  of  1-Sd  part  of  the  true  value  for  salvage,  if  the  propertj  iM 
have  been  re-taken  In  less  than  24  houi-s  after  the  capture.  But  if  it  abal! 
not  have  been  re-taken  until  the  expiration  of  24  hours  after  the  captut, 
restitution  shall  not  be  made  of  any  part. 

Besides  those  who  are  duly  authorized  to  make  captures  by  special  coo- 
mission,  captures  of  the'property  of  an  enemy  shall  be  adjudged  lawful  wkes 
made : 

1st.  Br  a  private  vessel  not  having  such  commission,  satisfactory  prcot 
being  produced  that  they  were  made  in  pursuing  the  course  of  her  voj^e, 
and  repelling  a  previous  attack  from  an  enemy* 

2d.  By  any  body  or  detachment  of  regular  soldiers. 
3d.  By  inKabitants  of  the  country,  if  made  within  cannon -shotof  the  shore. 
4th.  Dj  an  armed  vessel  sailing  under  a  commbsion  of  his  mostChristuo 
majesty. 

5th*  By  the  crews  of  British  vessels,  while  captures  of  this  sort  are  li- 
censed by  the  British. 

Re-captures  shall  be  made  by  no  other  persons  than  those  authorized  ts 
make  captures,  except  the  crews  of  vessels  re- taken. 

The  destruction  of  papers,  or  the  possession  of  double  papers  by  us 
captured  vessel,  shall  be  considered  as  evidence  for  condemnation,  oale^ 
good  cause  be  shewn  to  the  contrary. 

From  and  after  the  first  ^lay  of  February,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  ^r 
Lord  1782,  any  letters,  of  passport  or  safe  conduct,  granted  before  the  i'ti^ 
of  March  last,  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  anv  person  whatsoenr. 
for  removal  of  property  from  a  place  beyond  sea  within  the  domioioos « 
possessions  of  the  British  king,  snail  be  void. 

Upon  the  capture  of  li  vessel  commissioned  as  a  man  of  war  or  priTateer. 
by  any  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  whole  ot  tlsf 
property  condemned  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  captors,  to  be  divided  io  i^ 
following  manner,  (saving  to  all  persons  who  shall  lose  a  limb  in  anj  eo 
gagement,or  shall  be  otherwise  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
every  benefit  accruing  to  them  under  the  resolutions  of  ^Congress  of  the  ^dii 
day  of  November,  1775,)  that  is  to  say, 

'fo  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  i- 
lotted  l-20th  part  of  all  prizes  taken  bv  an  armed  vessel  or  vessels  nwl^r 
his  orders  and  command :  when  there  shall  be  no  such  commander  io  eld 
the  l-20th  part  allotted  to  him  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  die  Vmtd 
States. 

To  the  captain  of  any  sinsle  armed  vessel,  2-20th  parts,  but  if  more  iW 

or  vessels  be  in  company  when  a  prize  is  taken,  then  the  2-20th  parts  ^^ 

be  divided  equally  among  all  the  captains.  ,^ 

To  the  captains  of  marines,  lieutenants  and  masters,  3-20th  parts  vf  ^ 

prizes  taken  when  they  are  in  company,  to  be  divided  equally  arooo;  tb^'" 

To  the  lieutenants  of  marines,  surgeons,  chaplains,  pursers,  boatswains,  s^c 
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lera,  carpenters,  masters  mates,  and  the  secretary  of  the  fleet,  2-SOtb  partsy 
ind  half  of  l-20th  part*  to  be  divided  e^uall^  among  them. 


,  coopers,  armourers,  (allowing  foi 
>n!y,)  boatswains'  mates,  gunners'  mates,  carpenters'  mates,  (allowing  for 
sacn  vessel  two  of  each,]  cooks,  cockswains,  (allowing  for  each  vessel  one  of 
Kach,)  seijeants  of  mannes,  (allowing  two  for  each  ship  and  one  for  each 
>rig  and  sloop,)  3-20th  parts,  to  be  divided  equally  among  them :  and  when  a 
3rize  is  taken  by  any  vessel,  on  board  or  in  company  of  which  the  com- 
mander in  chief  is,  theii  the  commander  in  chiePs  cook  or  cockswain  shall 
)e  added  to  the  petty  warrant*offirers,  and  share  equally  with  them. 

The  remaining  8-20th  parts,  and  half  of  the  l-20th  part  shall  be  divided 
imong  the  rest  of  the  vessel's  coAipany  or  companies,  as  it  may  happen, 
>har6  and  share  alike* 

No  oflicer  nor  man  shall  have  any  share,  but  such  as  are  actually  on  board 
iieir  several  vessels  when  any  prize  or  prizes  shall  be  taken,  excepting  only 
iuch  as  may  have  been  ordered  on  board  any  other  prizes,  before  taken  or 
lent  away  by  his  or  their  commanding  officers. 

Upon  the  capture  of  any  other  vessel,  if  made  by  a  vessel  of  war,  belonging 
;o  the  United  States,  one  half  of  the  property  condemned  shall  be  decreed 
:o  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  the  captors,  to  be  divided  as 
(foresaid ;  if  by  a  private  vessel  not  having  a  commission,  the  whole  shall  be 
lecreed  to  the  captors :  if  by  any  body  or  detachment  of  regular  or  other 
Toops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  shall  be  adjudged  to  the 
raptors,  to  be  divided  in  propjortion  to  the  pay  in  the  line  of  the  army :  if  bj 
nnabitants  of  the  country,  being  in  arms;  the  whole  shall  be  adjudged  to  the 
*aptor8,  to  be  divided  equally  among  them :  provided,  that  if  any  such  inha- 
>itant  shall  be  wounded  in  making  the  capture,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
shares,  and  if  killed,  hw  legal  representatives  shall  be  entitled  to  four  shares ; 
f  by  the  crews  of  British  vessels,  the  whole  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  cap* 
Lors,  to  be  divided  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

On  recapture  by  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  States,  of  a 
ressei  under  the  protection  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  enemy,  commission- 
;d  as  a  man  of  war  or  privateer,  or  where  the  vessel  re-taken  is  equipped  in 
L  war-like  manner,  the  proportion  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  original  owner, 
hall  be  divided  as  in  the  case  of  a  capture  of  an  enemy's  vessel  commissioned 
IS  a  man  of  war  or  privateer. 

On  re-capture  by  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  States,  of  a 
'esfiel  under  the  protection  of  an  hostile  vessel  not  commissioned  as  a  man 
»f  war  or  privateer;  and  where  the  vessel  re-taken  is  not  equipped  in  a  war- 
ike  manner,  the  proportion  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  original  owner  shall  be 
livided,  as  in  the  case  of  an  hostile  vessel  not  commissioned  as  a  roan  of  war 
»r  privateer. 

The  rules  of  decision  in  the  several  courts  shall  be  the  resolutions  and  or- 
linances  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  public  treaties  when 
leclared  to  be  so  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and  the  law  of  nations,  according  to 
he  general  usages  of  Europe.  Public  treaties  shall  have  the  pre-eminence 
n  ail  trials. 

This  ordinance  shall  commence  in  force  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  which 
^ill  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1782. 

Done  by  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  &c*  &c. 

WEDNESDAY,  December  5,  1781. 

A  letter,  of  the  24th  of  November  last,  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
^ew-York,  was  read,  together  with  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  senate  and 


AM 
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asseniblj  of  the  8aid  state,  declarative  of  their  aeoae  on  the  acta  of  Cofigress 
of  the  7th  and  20th  of  Aogust  last,  respecting  the  people  reaading  on  the  Kew- 
Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Coooecticvt  river: 

Ororred,  That  tiie  concurrent  resolntions  be  filed  in  the  secretary's  office 
aaioog  the  archives  of  Congress. 

THURSDAY,  Deeemher  6,  irSl. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Floyd,  seconded  by  Mr.  Middleton,  to  add  y 
a  farther  description  of  die  concurrent  resoluttons  of  the  senate  snd  sMea- 
blj  of  the  state  of  New-Tork,  which  were  read  jesterday,  the  foUovli{ 
irords,  to  wit: 

**  And  protesting  against  any  attempt  made  by  Coneresa  to  carry  iatea* 
ecution  their  said  acts  of  the  7th  and  SOth  of  Aocast  last." 

And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  MiddletoD. 

J^.'Hanmkire,  Mr.  Livennorei 
JdauackuadU,  Mr.  Pxtridge, 

OwocS. 
Mkmk-januk   Mr.  Rlfeiy, 

Cornell, 


Cotmecticut, 


Mr. 


nc  S.* 

aMoryiSsfi^ 

Ifr.  IbUlMM^ 

*>]fdiv 

Cairoi^ 

noj™^- 

Vitprntk 

Mr.  Jones, 

S^?"» 

Madison, 

Randolph, 

S?*- 

8M}vtXn^ 

Mr.  Middleton, 

Matthew^ 

v>' 

Bee. 

7yh 

Evcleigl^ 

QtorglUf 

Mr.  TeHmir, 

t!h 

N.  W.  Joiie% 

Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.Chrk, 

Condict, 
Penm^haaia^  Mr.  Clyxner, 

W^nkoop, 

So  it  was  lost* 

MONDAY,  Dtcmier  10,  1781. 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petitios  i 
cqytain  Adrian  Provauz, 

Be$olved,  That  captain  Adrian  Provigaz,  of  the  2d  South -Carolini  rt|i< 
ment,  have  a  furlough  for  five  months,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  afim 
of  his  deceased  father  ^t  Cape-Francois. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr. 
Atlee,  Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Eveleigh,  appointed  to  report  the  nunberrf 
men  necessary  to  be  raised  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  whom  sundrj  otkr 
matters  were  referred : 

Bigolvedf  That  the  legislature  of  each  state  raise,  at  the  expense  thereof, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  1^  reimbursed  by  the  United  States,  so  many  nrnu 
nty  be  necetsary  to  complete  the  c|Uota  assigned  to  such  state,  out  of  ^ 
number  of  land  forces  agreed  upon  in  the  resolution  of  the  Sd  and  £lst  clan 
of  October,  1780,  calculating  the  deficiency  upon  the  number  of  men  wImk 
time  of  service  will  expire  un  or  before  the  first  day  of  March,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  each  state  be  called  upon,  in  tbe  no^ 
pressing  manner,  to  cause  the  quota  thereof  of  land  forces,  to  be  codipMmI 
and  in  the  field  by  the  6rst  day  of  March  next,  and  to  provide  for  renladBg 
those  men  whose  time  of  service  shall  expire  between  the  first  day  of  Marcl, 
1782,  and  the  last  day  of  November  in  the  said  year. 

Bnolvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  each  stite,  toffl 
up  the  quota  thereof  of  land  forces  by  inlistments  for  three  years,  or  duno{ 
the  war. 

Raolvedj  That  such  states  as  now  haf  e  any  non-commissioned  oflScers  er 
privates  in  any  of  the  regiments  of  cavalry,  legionary  corps,  artillery,  or  H>- 
sen's  regiment,  be  credited  in  their  quotas  for  such  men,  according  ^  the 
numbers,  from  time  to  time ;  for  which  purpt»e  the  commander  in  ^^^ 
hereby  directed  to  specify  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  tsUie 
ptatea  to  which  they  formerly  belonged,  in  the  returns  which  neiMlnvf 
to  the  8tatea»  and  in  his  annual  return  to  Congress. 
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Bitolvid,  That  the  conimaoder  in  chief  cause  returns  to  be  made  as  spee- 
dily as  po88tl>le9  to  the  legislature  of  each  state,  as  well  of  the  number  of  men 
whose  times  of  service  expire  before  the  first  day  of  March,  1782,  as  of 
those  whose  time  of  service  will  expire  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  Novem- 
ber in  the  year  aforesaid. 

TUESDAY,  December  1 1 .  1781. 

A  motioa  was  made  br  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded  bv  Mr.  Motte, 
That  it  be  recommenaed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  to  cause 
to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  number 
pf  the  white  inhabitants  thereof,  pursuant  to  the  9th  article  of  the  confe* 
deration. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Carroll, 


Ifi^BitfttpnirCp  Mr.  Livennofe, 
Ma9imAu$ett§^  Mr.  Lovell^ 

Patridge, 
Qonnettiaat      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
J^em^Tm-k,        Mr.  Floyd, 
NtwJeney^      Mr.  Cbffk, 

Condict, 
PemuifhrnmOp  Mr.  Cljrmer, 

Wynkoop, 
Jhrjfiani        Mr.  Hanaon, 

Carroll, 


ayV* 


Georg^ 


Mr.  J.  Jonea^ 

Madison, 

Bandolpla, 
Mr.  Hawking 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Matthews^ 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Eveleigfa, 
Mr.  Tel&ir, 

N.  W.  Jones, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


FRIDAY,  December  14,  1781. 


>*^ 


On  a  report  of  the  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  applica- 
tions of  particular  officers, 

Xetolvedt  That  in  future  no  particular  warrants  issue  in  favor  of  any  offi- 
cers in  actual  service  in  the  line  of  any  state,  for  pay  or  subsistence,  but  that 
at  all  times  they  draw  their  pay  and  subsistence  with  the  regiment  to  which 
thev  respectively  belong,  from  (he  pay-master  of  such  regiment. 

On  another  report  from  the  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  let* 
ter  from  John  Sprague,  in  behalf  of  brigadier-gen.  James  Reed, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  New- Hampshire  to  make 
up  the  depreciation  of  brigadier-general  Reed's  pay,  from  the  time  of  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  1st  day  of  August,  1779,  and  to  pay  him  the  real  value  of 
sis  wages  as  established  by  Congress,  at  the  rate  or  ]£5  dollars  per  month, 
from  the  1st  dav  of  August,  1779,  to  the  last  day  of  December,  1780;  and  that 
they  pay  him  for  his  retained  rations,  amounting  to  9,372,  at  the  rate  of  one- 
ninth  of  a  dollar  per  ration« 

On  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief 
on  the  arrangement  ot  the  anny,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board 
of  war  on  a  memorial  of  major  Galvan, 

Resolved,  That  notwithatandine  Congress  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
merit  of  major  OahraUj  the  good  of  the  service  will  not  permit  his  being  pro- 
moted at  this  time. 

SATURDAY,  December  15, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  aeconded  by  Mr.  Clark, 

Keeolvedp  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday  against  issuing  particular 
warrants,  and  respectinsr  the  mode  of  drawing  for  pay  and  subsistence,  be 
extended  to  officers  of  &e  separate  corps,  as  well  as  to  those  in  the  lines  of 
the  several  states. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretarj  at  war,  to  whom  were  referred  motions  made 
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bj  the  delates  of  Soath-Carolina  and  Georgia,  for  ama  and  amBuutiim 
for  the  ase  of  their  respective  states. 

Resolved^  That  the  secretar  j  at  war  take  order  for  famishing  the  dele- 
gates of  South-Carolina  with  1200  stand  of  arms,  1200  cartovch-boies,  sse 
ton  of  Diusket  powder,  two  tons  of  lead,  5000  flints,  with  a  sufficient  qnanti- 
tj  of  paper  and  thread  to  make  the  powder  into  cartridges^  the  said  sappljto 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  said  state : 

That  the  secretary  at  war  take  order  for  famishing  the  delegates  of  tk 
state  of  Georgia,  with  SOO  stand  of  arms  and  accoutrements,  300  cartosck- 
boxes,  500  pounds  of  powder,  1000  pounds  of  lead,  1500  flints,  widi  a  ni^ 
cient  quantitj  of  thread  and  paper  to  make  up  the  powder  into  cartrid^ 
the  said  supply  to  be  on  the  account  and  charaed  to  the  state  of  Oeorpa. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Bar.  Randolph^  Mr.  EUery,  and 
Mr.  Middleton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  John  Larreguy,  Id  be- 
half of  John  Joseph  Lacoizqueta  and  John  Barberis,  subjects  of  msCatkdic 
majesty,  concerning  2£  barrels  of  cocliineal,  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  said 
Lacoixqueta  and  Barberis,  and  stated  by  him  to  have  been  taken  by  aveuel 
bearing  the  commission  of  the  United  States,  and  condemned  in  the  first  in- 
stance bv  the  maritime  court  of  Massachusetts,  and  afterwards  by  the  cooit 
of  appeals ; 

Saolved;Th9Li  the  said  John  Larr^  v  be  informed  diat  the  court  of  appeili 
is  the  established  judicature  in  the  United  States,  in  the  last  resort,  n 
questions  relative  to  prize ;  that  the  judges  of  that  court  are  left  free  in  their 
judgment ;  that  as  no  proof  or  even  insinuation  is  sunested,  that  thej  if- 
firmed  the  sentence  or  the  maritime  court  of  Massachusetts  against  tbdr 
conscience,  Congress  cannot  interfere  in  the  complaint  contained  in  thesiid 
petition ;  but  that  application  for  relief  against  the  sentence  of  aSrmitioD, 
if  any,  ought  to  be  made  to  the  court  of  appeals. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Lovell,iBd 
Mr.  Hawkins,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  lOdi  from  major  Gibi 

Resolved^  That  major  Edward  Giles,  while  in  actual  service,  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  major. 

MONDAY,  December  17,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr.  EUery,  isd 
Mr.  Osgood,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Richard  Peters,  esq.  Utea 
commissioner  of  the  board  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Peters'  letter  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  thatlie 
be  informed  that  Congress  are  sensible  of  his  merit,  and  convinced  of  bii 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  return  him  their  thanks  forhu 
long  and  faithful  service  in  tlie  war  department 

The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

War.Offue,  Nvrember  29,  1781. 

Sir,  General  Lincoln  having  taken  upon  him  the  business  entrusted  to 
my  care,  and  the  powers  with  which  I  was  honored  ceasing,  I  have  delivered 
to  him  the  books  and  papers  of  the  department,  and  beg  to  take  my  nasi 
respectful  leave  of  Congress  as  a  public  officer.    After  my  having  exercited 
under  their  immediate  observation,  for  more  than  five  years  past,  an  ardnoii 
employment,  which,  in  its  commencement,  I  had  to  organize  and  arrange,  ifl 
its  progress  always  to  share,  and  for  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  tinft 
solely  to  support  its  difficulties,  it  is  needless  for  me  to  make  any  frottsaoia 
of  unalterable  attachment  to  the  cause  of  my  country.    Itcives  me  plessvre 
that  the  situation  of  public  affairs  has,  in  a  considerable  oecree,  absted  the 
embarrassments  attending  the  department,  and  that  the  gentleman  who  »sc- 
ceeds  to  it  will  have  to  travel  in  a  path,  though  not  without  its  impedimeotii 
yet  less  thorny  than  that  trodden  by  his  predecessors.  Far  from  being  p^^/ 
after  fame,  I  shall  deem  myself  fortunate,  if,  through  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
wara  and  in  the  various  scenes  of  business  I  have  been  en^^ged^  I  hate  coa* 
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ducted  myaelf  irreproachably.  I  am  happj  that  the  time  I  leave  the  puhlic 
bu8iaes9»  is  one  ot  the  most  prosperous  periods  of  the  war,  and  that  it  can 
be  80  agreeably  contrasted  with  that  in  which  I  was  called  to  it  I  shall  re- 
turn on  this  account,  with  great  cheerfulness,  because  I  can  do  it  with  hon- 
or, to  the  duties  of  a  private  citizen,  and  hope  ere  long  to  enjoy  in  peace  that 
independence,  which  in  prospect  has  animated  me  through  many  a  toilsome 
day,  and  will  amply  reward  me  for  the  loss  ot  private  ease  and  fortune,  and 
all  the  perplexities  and  distresses  I  have  continually  assisted  to  encounter 
in  the  department  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  serve. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,- with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  very  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
His  exeellencf  the  Preadent  of  Congress. 

A  letter  to  the  states  was  reported  and  agreed  to,  urging  them  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  for  men  and  money. 

TUESDAY,  Dtcemher  18, 1781. 

On  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  the  number  of  men,  &c. 

Besolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  each  state  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  places  at  which  the  recruits  thereof  shall  rendezvous,  to 
supply  such  recruits  with  provisions  from  the  time  of  their  being  mustered 
until  they  shall  join  the  army;  and  to  give  notice  of  the  place  or  places  so 
appointed  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  south- 
ern department,  who,  upon  receiving  such  notice,  will  send  to  each  place  of 
rendezvous  a  judicious,  faithful  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  muster  the 
recruits  and  forward  them  to  the  places  of  their  destination  ;  to  keep  a  dize- 
roU  of  all  the  men  he  shall  muster,  and  give  a  copy  thereof  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  recruits  sent  forward  as  aforesaid  ;  to  transmit  weekly  a 
copy  of  the  roll  to  the  executive  of  the  state  for  which  the  recruits  are  mus- 
tered;  and,  upon  mustering  a  recruit,  to  certify  to  the  person  producing  him, 
the  class,  town  and  county  for  which  he  was  engaged  to  serve,  which  certifi- 
cate shall  be  full  evidence  that  an  able-bodied  man  has  been  mustered  and 
received 

WEDNESDAY,  December  19, 1781. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Osgood, 

Besolved,  That  in  case  the  superintendent  of  finance  shall  find  it  conve- 
nient and  proper  to  provide  by  contract  for  supplying  the  recruits  at  and 
from  the  places  of  rendezvous  until  they  join  the  armj,  the  states  may  be 
relieved  from  that  duty. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  report  the  number  of  men,  &c. 

Besolvedj  That  the  commander  in  chief  do,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
may  require,  make  known  to  the  secretary  at  war,  the  number  of  general 
officers  which  he  shall  judge  necessary  to  be  in  the  field  in  the  main  and  se- 
parate armies,  and  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that,  on  the 
receipt  thereof,  the  secretary  at  war  shall  issue  his  orders  to  such  general 
officers  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  remain  in  or  take  tlie  field  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  the  said  number :  and  that  he  report  to  Congress  the  names 
of  the  officets  remaining  in  or  called  into  the  field. 

Resolved,  That  every  general  officer  who  shall  not  be  in  the  field  agreeably 
to  the  foreg</mg  resolution,  shall  be  considered  as  being  on  the  halNpaj  es- 
tablishment, but  liable  to  be  called  into  the  field  ;  and  that  every  general 
officer  who  shall  have  been  on  the  half-pa^  establishment  according  to  the 
preceding  resolution,  and  shall  be  recalled  into  the  field,  shall  receive  during 
his  continuance  in  actual  command,  every  allowance  and  emolument  inci- 
dent to  his  rank. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Middleton,  to  add 
the  following  proviso,  to  wit : 


ro4 
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"  Provided  nererthelefts,  that  no  general  officer  shall  remain  in   or  takkt 
the  field  without  the  approbation  of  Congress." 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  this  proviso,  the  jeas  and  najs  being  re 
quired  bj  Mr.  Ellerjr, 


MlaiyUttu^ 
Virginia, 
SL-Canrf— , 


Mr.  Umsoii 
CairoQ, 

Mr.  J.  Joiie% 
Rmdoipl^ 


Evdeigb. 
Mr.Telfidr, 
N.  W.Joiie% 


JVI  Han^hirt^  Mr.  Liveimore^ 
Afanathturttt^  Mr.  LoreU, 

Patridre, 

Osgood, 
Bhodt^UUmd,    Mr.  EUeiy, 

Cofnel^ 
Conneelictt/y       Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
yew-Tork^        Mr.  Floyd,  _    , 

^nswJeney^      Mr.  Cbrk,  ^^^  (  nn     ^^^^S**h 

Condiettf 
Pemuytvottia,  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Clymer, 

WynkDop, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

THURSDAY,  Ikemher  »^  t78t. 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  obtain  the  fullest 
information  he  can,  respecting  the  powers  and  conduct  of  a  set  of  men  «rh« 
stile  themselves, "  the  beard  of  directors  of  the  associated  lojalista  in  New* 
York,"  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Houston*  Mr.  Cornell  sb4 
Mr.  J.  Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  £4th  of  November,  frooi 
the  governor  of  the  state  of  New- York, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  at  war  furnish  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Fiord* 
one  of  the  delegates  for  the  state  of  New- York,  two  tons  of  gan-powtfer, 
and  charge  the  same  to  the  said  state. 

FRIDAY,  December  21,  ir81. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Motte, 

Jiesolved,  That  at  eleven  o'clock  everj  morning,  to  which  Congreas  ia  ad- 
journed, the  secretary  shall  call  the  states,  and  in  case  a  sufficient  nombtr 
to  proceed  upon  business  should  not  be  present,  the  president  shall  then  ad- 
journ Congress  for  that  day  without  a  question,  and  the  secretary  shall  nstt 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  states  unrepresented. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Matthews  have  leave  of  absence. 

MONDAY,  December  S4,  1781. 

Mr.  Elmer,  a  delegate  for  New-Jersey,  attended. 

On  a  report  from  die  secretary  at  war. 

Resolved,  That  in  future  no  recruit  shall  be  inlisted  to  senre  as  a  drum- 
mer or  fifer.  When  such  are  wanted,  they  shall  be  taken  fnim  thesolffiefs 
of  the  corps,  in  such  numbers  and  of  such  description  as  the  commoider  in 
chl^f  or  the  commanding-officer  of  a  separate  army  shall  direct,  and  be  re- 
turned back  and  others  drawn  out  as  often  as  the  good  of  the  service  shall 
make  necessary. 

That  all  drummers  and  fifers,  after  being  supplied  each  with  a  good  dreai 
and  fife,  shall  keep  the  same  in  repair  by  stoppages  from  hii  pay,  in  sack 
manner  as  the  commanding  officer  ot  the  corps  shall  order. 

A  letter,  from  the  supenntendent  of  finance,  was  read,  wherein  he  requests 
that  Congress  will  be  pleased  tO'  appoint  two  auditors  as  soon  as  may  br 
convenient; 

An  ordinance  respecting  the  hospital-department  wasrted  the  firpt  time: 

Ordered^  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading  ol 
'^is  ordinance. 
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On  a  report  of  a  coroinittee«  consiftting  cif  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Shermao,  and 
Mr.Cljroer,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  a  report  fipm  the  committee 
of  commerce  as  relates  to  the  salarj  of  Mr.  William  Bingham/ 

i^esoit^, That  there  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  William  Bingham,  esq. on 
the  treasorj  books,  the  sum  of  110,324  livresof  Martinique,  due  to  him  as 
the  political  agent  of  the  United  States  in  the  French  West-Indies,  to  bear 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  14th  day  of  June  last. 

Wedntfsdajr  ana  Friday  were  employed  in  the  secona  reading  of  the  or- 
dinance on  the  hospital  department,  which,  after  debate,  was  referred  to  a 
new  committee. 

SATURDAY,  December  29,  1781. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Cljrmer 
and  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  for  supplying  the  several 
states  with  copies  of  ordinances  or  reports  previously  to  their  being  debated. 

Ordered,  That  whenever  a  day  is  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  any 
ordinance  or  report,  upon  a  matter  of  importance  and  not  of  a  secret  nature, 
the  secretary,  ftro^Kcio,  cause  to  be  made  out  and  laid  upon  the  table  of  Con- 
gress, as  soon  as  may  be,  a  copy  of  such  ordinance  or  report  for  each  state 
represented  in  Congress,  for  the  information  of  members  previously  to  their 
being  debated. 

An  ordinance  for  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  national  bank^  was 
read  a  first  time  : 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  a  second  reading. 

MONDAY,  D^cm&er  31,  1781. 

The  ordinance  for  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  North- 
America,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  at 
two  oVlock. 

On  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  commander  in 
chief,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  respecting  a  num- 
ber of  officers  not  belonging  to  the  line  of  any  particular  state  or  separate 
corps  of  the  army, 

BesolvedjThht  all  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  below  the  rank  of  bri- 
gadier-general, who  do  not  belong  to  the  line  of  any  particular  state  or 
separate  corps  of  the  army,  and  are  entitled  by  acts  of  Congress  to  pay  and 
subsistence,  shall  have  the  same  with  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  made 
good  to  the  first  day  of  January;  1782. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  at  war  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  make 
returns  to  Congress  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  January,  178S,  of  the 
names  and  rank  of  all  the  officers  necessary  to  be  retained  in  service,  tliat 
are  included  in  the  precefling  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  included  in  the  foregoing  description,  and 
whose  names  shall  not  be  inserted  in  the  returns  directed  to  be  made  by  the 
preceding  resolution,  shall  be  considered  as  retiring  from  service  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1782 :  provided  always,  that  nothing  contained  in  these  re- 
solutions, shall  be  construed  so  as  to  prevent  or  hinder  any  officer  that  shall 
retire  as  aforesaid,  from  enjoying  all  the  emoluments  that  he  may,  upon  re- 
tiring, be  entitled  to  by  any  former  acts  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  it  ha  recommended  to  the  several  states  respectively,  to 
settle  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  that  are  inhabitants  of 
their  respective  states,  and  shall  retire  from  service  under  the  preceding  re- 
solutions, in  the  same  manner  as  they  settled  with  the  officers  of  the  line  of 
their  state,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States  :  and  that  the  depre- 
ciation of  all  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  not  being  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  nor  belonging  to  the  line  of  any  state,  be  settled  upon  the 
Vol.  IU.  89 
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tame  scale  by  which  the  settlemeot  was  made  witk  the  aftcera  and  pfinlcs 
ot  colonel  Hazen's  regtmeitt. 
The  ordinance  being  read  a  tfiird  time,  was  afir^eed  ta  as  follofws : 

An  orcBiuuice  toincafrponte  the  sobacnbers  to  the  bank  of  Korth-AsKi^ 

Whereas  Congress  on  the  26th  daj  of  May  last  did,  from  a  cooTtction  of 
the  support  which  the  finances  of  the  United  States  would  receive  from  the 
establishment  of  a  national  bank,  approve  a  plan  for  soch  an  institotioD  sub 
mitted  to  their  consideration  by  Robert  Morris,  esq.  and  now  lodged  amonv 
the  archives  of  Congress,  and  diil  enga$^e  to  promote  the  same  bv  the  mn^x 
effectual  means;  and  whereas  the  subscription  thereto  is  now  filled  from  an 
expectation  of  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  Congress,  the  directors  tr>d 
president  are  chosen,  and  application  hath  been  made  to  Congress  bj  tSe 
said  president  and  directors  for  an  act  of  incorporation  :  and  whereat,  tfce 
exigenciet^  of  the  United  States  render  it  indi^pensablj  necesiwry  that  nek 
an  act  be  imme«liately  passed  : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  atid  it  is  hereby  ordained,  bv  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  that  those  who  are,  and  those  wlio  shall  become  »'ib- 
scrf^ers  to  the  said  bank  be,  and  forever  after  shall  be,  a  corporation  ir.<i 
body  politic  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  by  the  name  and  stile  of  ikifrt- 
gident,  directors  and  companu  of  the  bank  of  JWtA  America, 

And  be  it  further  ordamed,  that  the  said  corporation  are  hereby  deriared 
and  made  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  erjor, 
and  retain  lands,  rents,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels  and  ef- 
fects, of  what  kind,  nature  or  quality  soever,  to  the  amount  of  KKOOf.),"'^ 
of  Spani>h  silver  milled  dollars  and  no  more  ;  and  also  to  sell,  graot,  de- 
mise, alien,  or  dispose  of  the  same  lands,  rents,  teoemeots,  bereditaonts, 
goods,  chattels  and  effects. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  corporation  be,  and  shall  be  for- 
ever hereafter,  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  beio- 
pleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend,  and  be  defended,  in  cmrts 
of  record  or  any  other  place  whatsoever ;  and  to  do  and  execute  all  v<<l 
singular  other  matters  and  things  that  to  them  shall  or  maj  appertam  to  do. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  fur  the  well  governing  of  the  said  coqwi* 
tion  and  the  ordering  of  .their  affairs,  they  shaN  have  soch  officers  as  ther 
shall  hereafter  direct  or  appoint :  Provided  nevertheless,  that  twelve  dirrc- 
tors,  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  president  of  the  corporation,  be  of  the  nia* 
ber  of  their  officers. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  Thomas  Willini^be  the  present  pre^idp^f. 
'  and  that  the  si  id  Thomas  Willing,  and  Thomas  Fitznimmons.  Jolm  Mix«<^'^ 
Mesbit,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Osgood,  Cadwallader  Morris 
Andrew  Caldwell,  Samuel  inglis,  Samuel  Meredith,  W^illiam  BioghaB, 
Timothy  Matlack,  be  the  present  directors  of  the  said  corporatioti ;  ^^ 
sliall  so  continue  until  another  president  and  other  directors  sliall  be  cbotcii 
according  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  said  corporation. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  president  and  directors  of  the  ^^ 
corporation,  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  power  for  the  well  governing 
and  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  holding  such  oc- 
casional meetings  for  that  purpose,  as  shall  be  described,  fiied  and  de/er* 
mined  by  the  laws,  regulations  and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  corporation  may  make,  oniao. 
establish,  and  put  in  execution  such  laws,  ordinances  and  regulations  as  lU^' 
aeem  necessary  and  convenient  to  the  government  of  the  said  coqiorstion. 
Provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  before  contained,  shall  be  consrrofd 
to  authorize  the  said  corporation,  to  exercise  any  powers  in  any  o^  ^ 
United  States,  repugnant  to  the  laws  or  constitution  of  such  state. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  corporation  shall  have  fnM  I***] 
and  authority,  to  make,  have  and  use,  a  common  seal,  with  such  device  m 
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insorifition  as  they  •ball  Uiink  jM'upery  and  the  aame  to  breaks  alter  and  re- 
new at  their  pleasure. 

And  be  it  finrther  ordained*  that  this  ordioance  shall  be  construed,  and 
taken  most  faTourabl?  and  beoeficiallj  for  the  said  corporation. 
JDone  bj  the  United  States  in  Qongress  assembled,  &c.  &c« 
JReatdved,  That  it'be  i-ecommended  to  the  legislature  of  each  state,  to  pass 
such  laws  as  thej  maj  judge  iiecessarj,  for  giving  the  foregoing  ordinance 
its  full  operation,  afl;reeabij  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  resolutions  of  the  26tli  daj 
of  May  last. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  2.  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Madison, 

Reaolived^  That  the  post-office  be  continued  on  the  old  establishment  until 
the  first  da j  of  Febmarj  next. 

On  report  of  a  committee ^  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Lovelli  Mr* 
Montpcomery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  18th  of  November,  1781, 
from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs : 

Ordered^  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  aiiairs  lay  before  Congress  an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  which  will  probably  be  incurred  by  the  foreign  mi* 
nisters  of  the  United  States  respectively,  and  their  secretaries. 

Ordered^  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for  supplying, the 
foreign  ministers  of  the  United  States,  their  secretaries  and  the  public  ageatS| 
with  their  respective  salaries. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr, 
Liaw,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Congress  came  to  the 
following  resolution: 

To  render  more  effectual  the  provision  contained  in  the  ordinance,  ascer« 
taining  what  captures  on  water  shall  be  lawful,  for  the  capture  and  condem« 
nation  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manyfacr 
ture  of  Great-Britain,  or  the  territories  depending  thereon,  in  certain  cases: 

Resoltyed,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  each 
state  to  pass  acts  to  be  in  force  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war, 
for  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  of 
the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Great-Britain,  or  of  any  territoij 
depending  thereon,  which  shall  be  found  on  land  witliin  their  respective  ju* 
rifidictions,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  imported  before  the  nrst  4&y  of 
March,  178:2,  or  shall  have  been  captured  from  the  enemy. 

THURSDAY,  January  3,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
Dr.  Glentworth  and  others : 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  settle  the  balance  of  pay  and  depreciation  due  to  doctors  G.  Glent* 
worth,  W.Smith,  J.Fallon,  S.  Duffield  and  S.  Hailing,  late  physicians  and 
surgeons  in  the  general  hospital,  on  the  same  principles  they  settled  with  the 
other  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  army,  or  citizens  of  that  state. 

An  ordinance  amending  the  ordinance  ascertaining  what  captures  on  Wftter 
shall  be  lawful,  was  read  a  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mondav  next  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading* 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cornell  and  Mr. 
Motte,  to  whom  was  referred  an  arrangement  of  the  medical  department : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  more  regular  conducting  the  general  nospital,  the 
offices  of  chief  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  army,  and  of  chief  hospital  phy* 
sician,  be,  and  hereb^r  are  abolished  ;  and  that  the  diief  phjrsician  ana  surgeoft 
to  the  army,  eldest  m  appointment,  be  continued  in  service,  under  the  title 
of  physician,  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  heretofore  allowed  to  a  chief 
hospital  physician : 
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That  the  number  of  surgeons  to  all  the  miHtary  hospitals  of  the  Unted 
States,  be  reduced  so  as  not  to  exceed  fifteen : 

That  the  director  have  the  |;eneral  superintendenoe  and  direetioBof  all  the 
militarj  hospitals,  and  of  practice  both  in  camp  and  in  hoapitato ; 

That  in  the  absence  of  the  director,  his  duty  devolve  an  the  deputy  direc- 
tor or  physician,  and  in  their  absence  on  the  hospital  attFgeona»  accordiiig 
to  seniority : 

That  the  director,  or  in  his  absence  the  senior  medical  officer,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  commander  in.  chief,  or  commandiiie  general  of  a  sepirate 
army,  bci  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empciwered,  as  often  as  qav  bi 
judged  necessary,  to  call  a  medical  board,  which  shall  consist  of  thethrre 
senior  medical  officers  then  present;  and  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  such  boird 
to  appoint  all  hospital  mates,  to  examine  all  candidates  for  promutioa  in  tke 
hospital  department,  and  recommend  to  the  secretary  at  war  such  as  they 
judge  best  qualified  ;  and  generally  to  take  cognizance  of,  and  xive  tKdr 
opinion  and  advice  on  every  matter  relative  to  the  department,  which  naj 
be  submitted  to  them  by  the  commander  in  chief,  or  comoianding  ceneral  it 
a  separate  army :  provided  always,  that  no  regulation,  plan  or  oroer  of  tbe 
boai^,  shall  be  valid  and  take  effect,  until  approved  by  the  commander  io  chief. 
or  commanding  general  of  a  separate  army,  and  issoeil  in  ceneral  orders: 

That  all  returns  heretofore  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  director  or  depotr 
director,  to  the  medical  committee,  be  made  to  the  secretary  at  war : 

That  the  stewards  msy,  in  the  first  instance,  when  the  purveyor  or  hu  as- 
sistant is  at  a  distance,  be  appointed  by  tbe  director  or  sentor  iuedic4l  officer, 
but  shall  be  removeableat  pleasure,  and  others  substituted  in  their  steid^bj 
the  purveyor  or  his  assistant.  And  although  in  their  purchases  or  issue?,  thej 
are  to  obey  the  order  of  the  prescribing  surgeons,  yet  for  the  faithful  dt^ 
chaise  of  their  duty,  they  are  to  be  accountable  to  the  purveyor,  who  shall 
in  liKe  manner  be  accountable  to  the  United  States,  wherefore  the  uid 
stewards  shall  keep  separate  accounts  of  all  they  receive,  and  of  what  the; 
themselves  purchase;  and  shall  render  an  account  monthly  of  all  their  issBei, 
with  their  stock  on  hand,  to  the  purveyor,  who  shall  render  the  said  ac- 
counts, together  with  a  particular  account  of  the  supplies  furnished  bjhioi- 
self  or  his  assistants  to  each  respective  hospital,  once  every  three  moBtbiti 
the  superintendent  of  finance : 

That  the  secretary  at  war  be,  and  he  is  herebv  empowered  and  directed. 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and  liereafter,  from  time  totim, 
as  the  service  may  require,  to  arrange  the  department  agreeably  to  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  and  to  issue  his  orders  to  such  as  he  thinks  proper  to  re- 
main, paying  a  due  regard  in  his  first  arrangement  to  such  of  the  chief  phj- 
sicians  and  surgeons  as  may  choose  to  continue  in  service  in  the  rank  of 
sui^eons,  and  in  his  subsequent  arrangements  to  such  of  the  senior  officers 
as  may  choose  to  remain  in  service : 

That  such  of  the  officers  as  shall  not  he  called  into  service  agrceablrto 
the  foregoing  resolution,  be  considered  as  reduced  by  Congress,  and  be  en 
titled  to  the  emoluments  granted  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  ITth  of  Jaoo- 
arr,  1781 : 

That  when  by  reason  of  vacancies  or  otherwise,  any  officer  hereaAff 
to  be  appointed  in  the  hospital  department,  and  whose  appointment  is  rr- 
served  to  Congress,  due  regard  be  paid  to  the  officers  next  in  rank ;  and 
that  the  appointment  of  hospital  surgeons  be  from  amons  the  regitneofii 
surgeons  and  hospital  mates:  provided  that  no  reKimental  surgeon  shall  ^ 
so  appointed,  who  shall  nut  have  submitted  himseltto  an  examinatioo  bir  Hnt 
medical  board,  and  obtained  from  them  a  certificate  that  he  is  well  qaatificd 
for  the  office  of  regimental  surgeon,  by  which  certificate  the  regimeotvi  Mr 
geon  shall  Jie  considered  as  superior "^in  rank  to  an  hoepitil  mate,  batot 
otherwise. 
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Buolvei,  That  the  director^  deputy  director,  phjBictaOy  surgeons  and 
mates,  as  well  hospital  as  regimental,  receive  their  pay  oat  of  the  uitlitarj 
chest,  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  i^s  the  armj  with  which  they 
serve;  the  abstracts  to  be  signed  by  the  director,  deputy  director  or  physi- 
cian, or  in  their  absence  by  the  senior  hospital  surgeon ;  and  the  warrants 
to  issue  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  pay  of  the  army. 

MONDAY,  January  7,  ir82. 

The  ordinance  for  amending  the  ordinance,  ascertaining  what  captures 
on  water  shall  be  lawful,  was  read  a  second  time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  Randolph  and 
Mr.  Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  relative  to  the  value  and  weight  of 
foreign  coins ; 

JResolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  to 
prepare  aud  report  to  Congress  a  table  of  rates,  at  which  the  different  species 
of  foreign  coins  most  likely  to  circulate  within  the  United  States,  shall  be 
received  at  the  treasury  thereof. 

TUESDAY,  January  8,  ir82. 

The  ordinance  for  amending  the  ordinance,  ascertaining  whit  captures  on 
water  shall  be  lawful,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  follows : 

An  ordinance  for  amending  the  ordinance,  ascertaining  what  captures  on  water  shall  be 

lawful. 

Whereas  there  hath  been  ereat  variance  in  the  decisions  of  several  mart- 
time  courts  within  the  United  States,  concerning  the  pretensions  of  vessels 
claiming  a  share  of  prizes,  as  beinv  in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture;  some 
having  adjudged  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  being  in  sight  was  a  suflicient 
foundation  of  title,  while  others  have  required  proof  of  a  more  active  influ* 
ence :  and  whereas  this  inconvenience  hath  arisen  from  the  want  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  determination  in  such  cases : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that 
no  share  of  any  prize  shall  be  adjudged  to  a  vessel  being  in  sight  at  the  time 
of  capture,  unless  the  said  vessel  shall  have  been  able  at  the  time  when  the 
captured  vessel  struck,  to  throw  a  shot  as  far  as  the  space  between  herself 
and  the  captured  vessel ;  and  that  every  vessel  coming  in  aid  of  the  captors, 
Mrhich  shall  have  been  able  at  the  time  when  the  captured  vessel  struck,  to 
throw  a  shot  as  aforesaid, . and  shall  have  been  duly  authorized  to  make 
captures,  shall  be  entitled  to  share  according  to  the  number  of  her  men  and 
the  weight  of  her  metal :  provided  that  nothine  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  effect  any  agreement  which  shall  nave  been  previously  made 
between  vessels  cruizing  in  consort. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  whensoever  an 
armed  vessel  belonging  to,  and  commissioned  by  the  enemy,  shall  be  cap- 
tured by  any  armed  vei»sel  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  duly  authoriz- 
ed to  make  captures,  the  net  proceras  of  the  sales  of  the  captured  vessel,  and 
tier  rigging,  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  captors; 
and  where  a  cargo  shall  be  on  board  of  such  captured  vessel,  one  moiety  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  such  cargo  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  moiety  to  the  captors. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforiesaid,  that  upon  the  cap- 
ture of  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  laden  with  masts  or  spars,  by 
no  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  Uuited  States,  and  duly  authorized  to  make 
captures,  tlie  net  proceeds  of  tlie  sales  of  such  capturetl  vessel  and  her  cargo 
sliail  be  adjudged  to  the  captors. 


no 
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^ss: 


This  ordinance  ftliall  take  eifect  tfnd  be  in  lbrec»  fron  and  after  tW  la.<t 
day  of  February  next. 

Done  bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Ice  &c. 

AVEDNESDAY,  January  9.  1785^ 

An  ordinance  was  read  the  first  time  respecting  the  settlement  of  p«bU 
accounts,  which  was  first  reported  by  the  superintendent  of  finance  on  a 
reference  of  a  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  New*  Jersey,  Noyember  23, 
1781,  and  which  being  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting* of  Mr.  i.  Jones 
Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Cljmer,  Mr.  Osgood  and  Mr.  Matthews,  was  amended 
and  reported  bj  them : 

Ordered^  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading. 

On  a  report  of  the  secretary  at  war,  4M  a  resolotion  of  the  ifgiolntnre  of 
New-Hampshire,  of  the  29ch  of  November  last,  and  a  petition  of  capttui 
Ebene^er  Greene : 

jRe$olvedt  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  state  of  Nev* 
Hampshire,  to  settle  with  and  pay  captain  Ebenezer  Greene,  and  make  kia 
such  allowances  for  his  services  and  sufferings,  as  shall  appear  to  tbem  tt 
be  his  just  due,  but  not  to  exceed  his  full  pay  as  a  captain,  tor  so  long  time 
as  they  may  judge  proper,  not  exceeding  the  time  of  his  release,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  United  States* 

A  report  of 'a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Sherman  and 
Mr.  Clyroer,  to  whom  was  referred  a  plan  of  a  convention  between  his  mo»t 
Christian  majesty  and  the  United  States,  for  regulating  the  powers  and 
duties  of  consuls  and  vice-consuls,  was  agreed  to  by  nine  states. 

Orderedj  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report,  commnnicale  the 
report  as  agreed  to,  to  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Fraacf . 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Osgood, 

That  in  consideration  of  the  eminent  services  of  brig.  gen.  Knox,  con* 
maodin^  officer  of  the  artillery  of  the  United  States ;  and  particularly  tAhi* 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  he  ht  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  take  rank  from  the  15th  of  day  No- 
Tember  last. 

That  all  promotions  from  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  to  majors-genml, 
be  according  to  the  established  rules  of  the  promotion  of  colonels  to  the  rasi 
of  brigadier-generals. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Middleton, 


N,-Hamp8kirt,  Mr.  Lh'ermore, 
MattachuttttMf  Iklr.  Lovell, 

Patridge, 
Oagooo, 
Mode-lkknd,    Kr.  £ller>'. 

Cornel], 
Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Boiidinot, 
Elmer, 
Condict, 


Connecticut, 
IfeuhJerteyt 


PenH^ylrama,    Mr.  Montgomeiy,    aj' 

Chincr 

Wynkoop 
Mr.  Hsnaoi^ 

CanoU, 
^fr.  Madiaon, 

Randolph, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Middlctoii, 


y.'Caroi!naf 
S^^CandtnOf 


Oiorfia, 


Motte, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.Jooca, 


So  the  motion  was  lost. 


THURSDAY,  JaNieor^  10,  1782. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Lovell,  Mr.  Motte,  fa 
whom  was  referred  a  plan  &r  conducting  the  inspector's  department  re 
ported  by  the  secretory  at  war,  delhrered  in  their  reports  which  bein^  md. 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 
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Pkuk  for  conducting  the  inspector's  department 

Resolved^  That  the  establishment  of  the  inspector's  deptrtiikeiit  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  £5th  of  September,  1780,  and  all  subsequent  resolutions 
relative  thereto,  be,  and  hereby  are,  repealed ;  and  that  the  department  hefe-e- 
after  have  the  following  form,  powers,  and  privilej^es,  viz. 

There  shall  be  an  inspector-general  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  appointed  b^  Congress  from  the  general  officers,  and  to  be  allowed  one 
Recretar  J  in  addition  to  the  aids,  which  he  has  in  the  line  of  the  army :  the 
secretary  shall  be  taken  from  the  line,  and  be  entitled  to  the  pay  and  emolu* 
ments  of  an  aid-de-camn«  There  shall  be  one  inspector  for  each  separate 
army,  to  be  taken  from  the  field-officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  to  be  allow* 
ed  SO  dollars  per  mouth,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  line. 

The  inspector-general  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army  shall,  once  in  every 
month,  in  such  time,  place,  and  mode  as  the  commander  in  chief,  or  com- 
miindiiig  officer  of  a  separate  army,  shall  direct,  review  and  muster  the  troops 
i)f  everv  denomination  in  service,  at  which  review  they  shall  inspect  the  num- 
ber and  condition  of  the  men  and  horses,  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  the  state 
of  their  arms,  accoutrements,  ammunition,  clothing  and  camp  equipage,  and 
make  returns  thereof  to  the  commander  in  chief,  or  commandiuft  officer  of  a 
separate  army  \  noting  the  deficiencies,  neglects  and  abuses,  and,  if  possible, 
the  manner  in  which  they  happened  ;  and  at  the  same  time  pointing  out  the 
alterations  and  amendments  they  may  think  necessary,  in  any  branch  of  the 
military  system :  duplicates  of  which  returns  shall  be  transmitted  by  the 
commander  in  chi^,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  to  the  se- 
cretary at  war. 

At  the  end  of  every  review  the  commanding  officer  of  the  corps  reviewed, 
shall  exercise  his  corps  in  the  manual  and  evolutions  before  the  inspector, 
so  as  to  enaile  him  to  inspect  and  report  the  discipline  of  the  troops  agree- 
ably to  the  foregoing  paragraph  ;  and  when  the  inspector-general,  or  in- 
spector of  a  separate  army  finds  it  necessary  to  haveiany  particular  evolu- 
tions or  mancBuvres  performed,  either  by  one  or  several  corns,  he  shall  fur- 
nir'h  a  plan  of  such  evulotioiis  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army,  who 
will  approve  Or  amend  them,  and  order  them  executed  as  he  may  think 
proper. 

At  every  review,  the  commanding  officers  of  companies  and  corps  shall 
produce  to  the  inspector,  returns  of  the  state  of  their  respective  companies 
iind  corps,  and  such  other  papers  and  vouchers  relative  to  the  inlistment  of 
the  men,  as  he  shall  think  necessary :  three  muster-rolisshall  also  be  made  out 
hy  the  commanding  officer  of  each  trooper  company  and  signed  by  him,  one 
of  which  shall  be  returned  to  htm,  certified  by  the  inspector;  one  shall  be 
certified  and  delivered  to  the  regimental  pay-master,  to  be  affixed  to  the 
pay-rolls,  and  the  other  shall  be  retained  by  the  inspector. 

The  inspector  general  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army  shall,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  everv  muster,  transmit  an  abstract  of  the  musters  of  the  whole 
army  in  which  he  is  serving,  to  the  commanding  officer,  who  shall  transmit 
a  duplicate  thereof  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  everj^  review,  the  inspector  shall  report  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  all  such  sol- 
diers wliom,  from  inability  or  other  causes,  it  may  be  necessary  to  discharge 
or  transfer  to  the  invalids;  and  no  discharge  shall  in  future  be  valid,  unless 
signed  by  the  commander  in  chief  or  officer  .commanding  the  army  where 
such  discbarge  is  given. 

The  inspector-general,  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army,  shall  be  authorized 
to  call  on  the  quarter- master  general,  clothier-general,  and  field  commissa- 
ry of  military  stores,  or  their  deputies,  for  returns  of  the  articles  which  have 
t>een  issued  from  end  relumed  to  their  aeveral  departments  by  each  corps. 
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wood ;  captain  Capitaine,  captain  Pontgibeau,  capuin  La  Coloiiibe,iidB  to 
toajor-seneral  the  marquta  de  la  Fayette ;  captain  Pontierep  aid  to  m>jor- 
generai  baroD  Steuben. 

TUESDAY,  January  22, 1782. 

Mr.  Livermore,  a  detesate  for  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  attended^iid 
produced  credentials  of  iiis  appointment,  dated  December  29th,  1781,  ea- 
powering  him  to  represent  that  state  until  the  first  day  of  November  Dext 

A  committet*,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Buerfand  Mr.  Law,t» 
whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  James  Wilson,  esq.  in  behalf  of  tiie 
owners  of  the  ship  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  report. 

That  it  is  inexpedient  that  Congress  should  giye  relief  to  a  saitorintk 
court  of  appeals,  where  the  circumstance  against  which  relief  is  prated,  hu 
been  occasioned  bj  such  suitor  or  his  friend ;  that  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Mv 
quis  de  la  Fayette,  the  neglect  which  is  sought  to  be  remedied,  was  owing  U 
Mr.de  Valnais,  who  undertook  the  management  of  the  interests  of  itsownm 
and  crew  :  that  similar  relief  would  be  dented  to  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  from  a  consideration  of  the  ereat  mischief  which  would  arise  bj 
excepting  particular  cases  from  general  laws  on  such  occasions :  Whereof 

HesolveitThtit  the  memorialist  be  informed,  that  Congress  are  of  omnioo, 
that  thej  ouaht  not  to  giye  relief  against  the  neglect  of  me  agent  for  tne  »)uf 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

.  On  motion  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  communicate  to  the  miaistff 
of  France  the  plan  of  a  convention  respecting  consular  powers, 

Xesolvedf  That  the  said  plan  be  re-consider^  for  the  purpose  of  admittio| 
certain  amendments. 

,     THURSDAY,  January  24, 1782. 

A  letter,  of  the  2dd,  from  general  Washinfl;tun,  was. read,  accomniiM 
with  the  proceedings  of  a  general  court  martial,  upon  major  general  mye; 
the  said  proceedings  being  also  read, 

Se9olved,  That  the  sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  acqnittiBC 
major-general  R.  Howe,  with  the  highest  honor,  of  the  chaiges  cjdubitN 
against  him,  be,  and  hereby  is  approved  and  confirmed. 

FRIDAY,  Jiiiiiiiir3f  25,  1782. 

The  plan  of  a  convention  respecting  consular  powers  being  re -consider^ 
and  amended,  was  read  over,  tdgether  with  instructions  to  the  minister  pleni* 

totentiarj  of  these  United  States  respecting  it,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to 
J  nine  states. 

Eewlved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  tkcff 
United  States,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  speedy  mode  ol 
administering  justice  between  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  majestj  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States :  and  for  vesting  persons  in  the  nei^bboorhond 
of  the  sea-coast,  with  power  to  secure  ship-wrecked  property  in  die  sost 
effectual  manner. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  N. 
W.Jones  and  Mr.  Clymer,  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  report  of  acM- 
mittee,  on  sundry  letters  and  papers  respecting  the  district  of^coontryi  coii- 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  delivered  io 
their  report;  which  was  taken  into  consideration  and  debated. 

MONDAY,  January  28,  1782. 

Mr.  T.  Rodney  and  Mr.  M'Kean,  delegates  for  the  state  of  Deliwtf^ 
attended,  and  took  their  seats. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr.  Boudtnot,  Mr.  Condli  t» 
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whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  14th  iost.  from  E.  Haxard.  inspector  of 
dead  letters,  accoropaDied  with  two  letters  directed  to  Arthar  Ijee,  esq. 
made  report;  Whereupon, 

ttesolvedt  That  Bbenezer  Hazard,  in  transmitting  the  packet  of  letters 
directed  to  Arthur  Lee,  esq.  to  the  president  of  Congress,  for  the  information 
of  this  body,  hath  done  his  duty  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  packet  be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance. 

A  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Boudinot,  and 
Mr.  Middleton,  was  taken  into  consideration ;  Whereupon, 

In  order  that  the  president  may  be  relieved  from  the  business  with  which 
he  is  unnecessarily  incumbered,  that  the  oflicers  at  the  head  of  the  scYeral 
executive  departments  lately  established,  may  be  enabled  to  execute  the 
duties  required  of  them,  and  that  business  may  be  conducted  with  regular* 
ity  and  despatch. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  business  of  the  secretary— 

1st.  To  transmit  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  all  papers  referred  tO 
him  by  Congress ;  as  well  as  an  authenticated  copy  of  every  act,  ordinance 
and  resolution  of  ConKress  touching  the  finances  of  the  United  States:  to 
the  secretary  at  war,  all  papers  referred  to  him  by  Congress ;  as  well  as  an 
authenticated  copy  of  every  act,  ordinance  and  resolution  touching  his  de- 
partment :  to  the  secretary  or  agent  of  marine,  or  to  the  person  entrusted 
with  the  duties  of  the  office  of  secretary  or  agent  of  marine,  all  papers  re- 
ferred to  him  by  Congress  ;  as  well  as  an  authenticated  cony  of  every  act, 
ordinance  and  resolution  touching  his  department :  and  to  the  secretary  for 
foreign  afifairs,  all  papers  referred  to  him  by  Congress ;  as  well  as  an  authen- 
ticated copy  of  every  act,  ordinance  and  resolution  touching  his  department: 

£d.  To  keep  a  daily  account  of  all  memorials,  petitions  and  communica- 
tions received  by  Congress,  noting  therein  their  object  and  the  steps  taken 
respecting  them  ;  and  lay  the  said  account  or  re^ster  everyday,  on  the  table 
of  Congress  for  the  inspection  of  the  members. 

3d.  To  return  such  answers  as  Congress  shall  direct  to  be  given  to  the 
memorials,  petitions  and  communications,  except  where  Congress  shall  judge 
it  proper  that  the  same  be  given  by  their  president,  or  where  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  any  of  the  executive  departments  to  return  such  answers : 

4th.  To  attend  Consress  during  their  sessions,  and,  in  their  recess,  to 
attend  the  committee  of  the  states,  to  read  the  public  despatches,  acts,  or- 
dinances and  reports  of  committees,  and  to  make  the  pro|>er  entries  in  the 
iournals;  to  authenticate  all  acts  and  proceedings  not  specially  directed  to 
DC  authenticated  by  their  president ;  and  to  keep  a  register  of  all  treaties, 
conventions  and  ordinances : 

5th.  To  cause  to  be  made  and  laid  upon  the  table  for  every  state  repre- 
senting in  Congress,  a  copy  of  every  ordinance  or  report  upon  a  matter  of 
importance,  and  not  of  a  secret  nature,  for  tiie  consideration  of  which  a  day 
is  assigned : 

6th.  To  keep  the  public  seal,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  affixed  to  every 
act,  ordinance  or  paper,  which  Congress  shall  direct : 

7th.  To  superintend  the  printing  of  the  journals  and  poblications  ordered 
by  Congress  : 

*  8th.  1*0  keep  a  book  in  which  shall  be  noted  in  columns,  the 'names  of  the 
several  members  of  Congress,  the  state  which  they  represent,  the  date  of 
their  appointments,  the  term  for  which  they  are  appointed,  and  the  date  of 
leave  of  absence. 

Henlved,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  2dd  of  March,  1777,  as  directi 
that  attested  copies  of  resolutions  coming  within  the  purview  of  this  act* 
be  sent  to  the  president,  to  be  transmitted  by  him,  be,  and  hereby  is  re- 
pealed. 
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Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  in  Coo- 
gross  assembled*  be  SOOO  dollars  per  annam. 

The  report  of  the  committee  respecting  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  wu 
debated  and  referred  to  a  grand  committee. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  auditors  in  the  treasury  depirt- 
ment;  and*  the  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  William  Geddes,  andMr.  Md 
Dyer  Mercier  were  elected,  the  former  having  been  nominated  by  Mr.  Han- 
son, and  the  latter  by  Mr.  Telfair. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  post-master  general ;  and,  tkt 
ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hazard  was  elected,  hating  been  pit- 
viously  nominated  by  Mr.  Sherman :  Mr.  James  Bryson  was  elected  assist' 
ant  or  clerk  to  the  post-master  general,  having  been  previonsly  nominitd 
by  Mr.  CUrk. 

TUESDAY,  January  29,  1782; 

A  motion  havine  been  made  yesterday,  and  a  question  taken  for  the  choice 
of  a  major-general,  which  passed  in  the  affirmative;  and  immediately  after 
a  motion  being  made  to  re-consider  the  motion  passed,  which  was  also  deter* 
mined  in  the  affirmative  j  the  sense  of  the  house  is  required,  whether  mtbis 
case  the  original  motion  and  the  motion  for  re-considering,  shall  be  esteitd 
on  the  journal? 

On  this  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bee, 


N.'Carolina, 


Georgia, 


Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  Huison, 

Camill, 
Mr.  Jones, 

MadiBon, 

Banddph, 
M^.  HawkiiM, 
Mr.  Middletoii, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Bveleigfa, 
Mr.N.W.Jooes^    ay>* 


^.-Hamntkire,  Mr.  Livermore,       ^y  ^  *      Delaware, 
Mauaentuetis,  Mr.  Patridge,  no  \  „^     Maryland, 

Oflgooc^ 
Hh^de-'AUmd,    Mr.  BUeiy, 

Cornell, 
Connecticut,      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
NeuyTork,       Mr.  Floyd, 
NeufJeroey,     llr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Penmyhama,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Atlee, 

Clymer, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Cornell  iikI 
Mr.  Middleton,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  John  Edgar,  stating  tk 
losses  he  has  suffered  for  his  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  iJnited  Stetei» 
and  praying  for  a  compensation : 

'    Ordered,  That  the  memorial  be  filed  for  consideration  at  some  fotoredaj. 
when  matters  of  a  similar  nature  may  be  provided  for. 

FRIDAY,  February  1,  1782. 

An  ordinance  reported  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr. 
Ellery  and  Mr.  Law,  containing  Tnstructions  to  the  captains  of  armecl  ?ea9els» 
was  read  a  first  time^  and  Monday  next  assigned  for  the  second  readinS' 

MONDAY,  February  4,  1783. 
The  ordinance  containing  instructions  to  the  captains  of  armed  Teasels, 
was  taken  up  for  a  second  readins,  and  was  debated  by  paragraphs : 

The  same  was  continued  on  Tuesday,  and  the  para^ph  relating  to  pn* 
soners  was  re-committed,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  orainaBce 
postooned. 

THURSDAY,  February  7,  I78i. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr.  BI^' 
Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.CUrk,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Carroll,  Bfr.  J.  JoBes^Mr. 
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Hawkins,  Mr.  Eveleisk  Mid  Mr.  Telfair,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of 
the  superintendent  offinance  touching  the  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
having  delivered  in  a  report,  the  same  was  taken  into  consideration,  and, 
after  debate,  re-committed. 

FRIDAY,  February  8, 178d. 

The  secretary  for  foreign  aflSiirs,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  communi- 
cations from  the  hnn.  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  delivered  in  a 
report,  part  of  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  remainder  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

MONDAY,  Fehruary  It,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Osgood  and  Mr. 
Madison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  February  1st,  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  finance.  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  the  traders  capitulants  at  York-town  in  Virginia,  by  the  ninth 
article  of  the  capitolationy  are  allowed  to  dispose  of  and  remove  their  effects ; 
and  having  in  consequence  thereof  made  sale  of  their  said  effects,  and- being 
thereby  empowered  to  receive  and  carry  off*  the  monies  arising  therefrom|i 
have  applied  for  permission  to  export  tobacco  to  the  amount  thereof: 

Resolved^  That  the  secretary  of  Congress  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  to 
grant  letters  of  passport  and  safe  conduct  for  the  exportation  of  such  tobacco 
to  New-York,  on  the  conditions  and  under  the  limitations  which  shall,  to  the 
said  secretary  and  to  the  superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
appear  moat  proper  and  beneficial  to  the  said  states,  being  consistent  with 
tne  said  capitulation :  provided  always,  that  permission  be  not  given  for  the 
ezportinc  of  tobacco,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  sales  of  the 
said  goods  belondng  to  the  capitulants  abovementioned. 

On  a  report  ofa  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Oseood  and  Mr. 
Madision,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  January  30th,  from  the  command* 
er  in  chief, 

BisoLved^  That  the  clothier-8;eneral  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  agree 
for  and  purchase  of  the  state  orMassachu9etts,all  such  clothing  as  may  have 
been  or  shall  be  provided  (>y  that  state,  before  the  openine  oi  the  eosuidg 
campaign ;  and  that  he  take  charge  of  the  said  clothing ;  and  that  the  amount 
thereotDe  passed  by  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  the  said  state  on  the 
requisitions  previous  to  the  SOth  day  of  October,  1781. 

On  a  report  ofacommittee, consisting ofMr.Randolph,Mr.Boudinot and 
Mr.  T.  Smith,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  James  Wilson,  in  behalf 
of  David  Gardner,  Nathaniel  Fanning,  Jeremiah  Wells,  Selah  Havens^  James 
M'Clure  and  Nathan  Woodhull,  praying  for  reasons  therein  speciallv  set 
forth,  that  their  appeal  against  the  sentence  of  the  courts  ot  admiralty  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  may  be  received : 

Se$olv€dt  That  the  court  of  appeals  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  hear 
the  parties  on  the  subject  of  the  said  memorial,  and  to  do  what  shall  there- 
upon appear  to  the  said  court  just  and  rightt  the  act  of  the  24th  day  of  May^ 
178O9  notwithstanding. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  13,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M'Reao,  Mr.  Boudinot 
and  Mr.  Livermore,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  a  committee  on  a  letter 
of  the  22d  of  August,  1781,  from  Perez  Morton  to  Mr.  Lovell : 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  esq.  treasurer  of  tlie  United  States  of 
America,  be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  execute  a  letter  of  attorney,  authoriz* 
ine  Perez  Morton,  at  nis  own  risk  and  expense,  to  sue  and  prosecute  the 
obligation  executed  by  John  JRavel,  mariner,  captain  or  commander  of  the 
private  sloop  of  war  the  Morning  Star,  Nathaniel  Silsbee,  merchant,  his  sure- 
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ty,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  upon  recovering  or  recemogthe 
penalty  thereof*  to  pay  the  same,  after  deducting  the  necessary  chsifvs,  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  distribution  of  Cenptia, 
amongst  the  parties  aggrieved  at  that  time  by  the  malversation  of  the  ttU 
John  Ravel,  according  to  the  injuries  they  may  respectively  have  receird; 
and  that  the  overplus  (if  any)  be  retained  for  &e  use  of  the  said  Joha  Banl 
or  his  said  surety. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Bvel«(^  id 
Mr.  J.  Jones,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  21st  of  January  last,fmitk 
eovemor  of  Virginia,  with  the  copy  of  a  tetter  of  the  27th  of  December,  1781, 
from  major-eeneral  Greene  to  the  said  eovernort 

Ordered,  That  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  immediate  Demra 
for  supplying  the  array  under  the  command  of  major-general  Greene,  vi(h 
salt  ana  mm,  and  for  furnishing  such  equipments  and  other  supplies umaj 
be  necessary  for  expediting  the  march  of  such  troops  as  the  commaDder  la 
chief  may  order  to  the  support  of  the  southern  spates. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  executive  authoiitjif 
the  state  of  Virginia,  to  take  decisive  and  effectual  measures  to  fumish  the 
then  and  beef  required  by  general  Greene  in  his  letter  of  the  27thof  Decen- 
ber  last. 

The  consideration  of  the  ordinance  containing  instructions  to  captaioiif 
private  armed  vessels,  was  resumed,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  the  committee  confer  widitk 
agent  of  marine. 

THURSDAY,  Fehrumry  14»  1782. 

Mr.  M*Kean,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended,  and  produced 
credentials  of  the  delegates  of  that  state ;  whereby  it  appears,  that  od  the 
second  of  this  month,  the  hon.  Thomas  M*Kean,  Philemon  Dickinson,  Ccsa 
Rodney,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  esqrs.  were  elected  for  the  present  jeir. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Scott,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  New-York,  attended,  sdq  wk 
his  seat. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Beeao' 
Mr.Osffood,  appointed  to  report  on  the  mwle  of  propounding  questions, 

Resolved,  That  whensoever  a  motion  is  made  ror  striking  out  one  or  non 
words  in  order  that  something  may  be  inserted  in  its  stead,  the  debate  sUl 
turn  upon  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  insertion,  and  the  question  shsU  be 
** Shall  the  proposed  amendment  be  made?"  That  whensoever  a  motioos 
made  for  striking  out  one  or  more  words,  but  no  proposition  is  made  to  issert 
any  thing  else,  the  question  shall  be  upon  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck 
out,  in  the  following  manner,  ^  Shall  these  words  stand  ?'' 

A  letter,  of  January  3d,  from  Charles  Fleming,  who  vras  on  the  Ttboi 
October,  1780,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  one  of  tbepersoirt 
to  endorse  the  bills  emitted  by  Virginia,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18^  « 
March,  1780,  was  read,  informing  that  it  is  inconvenient  for  himtocoDtiD>e 
in  the  business,  and  resigning  that  appointment. 

MONDAY,  February  18, 1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Condi 
and  Mr.  Osgood,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  to  ea* 
power  the  commander  in  chief  to  negotiate  a  cartel  or  cartels  with  the  ene- 
my for  safe  keeping,  exchanging  ancTbetter  treating  of  prisonen  of  war: 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  herdiy  aothorw 
to  negotiate  a  cartel  or  cartels,  either  ^neral  or  special,  with  the  eaear; 
stipulating  for  the  subsistence,  safe  keeping,  exchannng,  liberatiaCi  sod  bet- 
ter treating,  of  all  prisoners  of  war,  whether  of  land  or  sea^  in  sachnii&Btf> 
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and  on  such  terms  as  he  shall  judge  expedient  and  beneficial  for  the  United 
States :  to  take  «uch  measures  for  the  liberation  of  citizens  who  have  been 
captured  not  in  arms,  as  maj  seem  expedient ;  or  to  negotiate  anj  separate 
treaty  concerning  such  citixens,  for  the  mutual  prevention  of  an j  future  cap- 
tures :  provided  such  cartel,  cartels  and  agreement,  establish  rules  for  tho 
similar  treatment  of  prisoners  of  wai  and  citizens  captured  by  either  power 
in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

That  the  commander  in  chief  be  also  empowered  to  take  measures  for 
settling  all  past  accounts  respecting  prisoners,  and  that  all  former  resolutions 
relative  to  tne  exchange  of  prisoners  by  the  commander  in  chief  be  repealed: 

TUESDAY,  February  19, 1782. 

Mr.  Artiiur  Lee,  a  delegate  for  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  attended 
and  produced  credentials,  by  which  it  appears  that  on  the  twenty^eig^th  day 
of  December  last,  he  was  appointed  to  continue  until  the  first  Monday  in 
November  next. 

A  letter,  of  the  15th,  from  major-general  R.  Howe,  was  read,  requesting 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  general  court  martial  on  his  trial,  be  printed  by 
Congress. 

On  the  <|ue8tion  to  agree  to  this  request,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Middleton, 


^^Hwnpdiire,  Mr.  liTermore, 
MoBaachutetU,  Mr.  Patridffe, 

Osgood, 
m^de-Mmdt    Mr.  KUeiy, 

CorneU, 


Mr.  Law, 
Wolcott, 

Mr.  Scott, 
Floyd, 

Mr.  Clark, 
Bmiduio^ 
Condict, 
Femuyhamop  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

Atlee, 


IfewTarb, 
^e»Jier$ey, 


ayVno 

DOJ 


FtrginUif 


Oea^gkk 


Mr.  Hanson, 
CarroU, 

Mr.  J.  Jonei^ 
MadiBon, 
Randolph, 


Mr.  Hawking 
Mr.  Middletoo, 

Bee, 

Motte, 

Evdeigfa, 
Mr.  Telfiur, 

N.W.Jimesb 


no 
no 
no 
no 

%yy^ 

III" 


So  the  question  was  lost 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  delegates  of  Georgia, 

*'  That  the  delegates  of  Oeoreia  be  furnished  with  a  certified  copy  of  the 

proceedings  of  the  court-marttalon  the  trial  of  major-general  Howe. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Patridge«  seconded  by  Mr.  Cornell, 
•*  That  the  consideration  of  that  motion  be  postponed." 
On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 

N.  W.  Jones, 


N^'Eampthiret  Mr.  livennote, 
MatuummUf^  Mr.  Patridse, 

Omooc^ 
BJutde-Mmd.    Mr.  Elteiy, 

Cornell, 
CofintfCft'ciir,      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Jfew-Ttrkt        Mr.  Soott, 

Floyd, 
A^UK^ney,      Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Penmyhaniaf  Mr.  Montgomery,    aj 

T.  Smith, 

Atlee, 

So  the  question  was  lost. 


no>.* 

%Vy 

ayVay 

noj 


Maryland^ 


N.'CaroUtui, 
SL-CaroUnOf 


CrCOfgio^ 


Mr.  Hanaon, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  J.  Jonea, 

Madiaon, 

Bandolplif 

Lee, 
Mr.  Hawkina, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Bee, 

Motte^ 

Eveleigb, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jones^ 


no 


no 
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After  further  debate,  the  previous  Question  was  moved  by  ^  itite  of 
Rhode-Island,  seconded  bj  the  state  ot  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  qua^ 
tlie  previous  question  was  determined  in  the  ai&rmAtive»  and  the  main  qui- 
tion  set  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison, 

Ordered^  That  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  approving  the  sentence  of 
the  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  major-general  Howe,  be  published. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Montgomery,  and  Mr. 
Clark,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  John  Durham  Alvey,  made  re- 
port; Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  John  Durham  Alvey,  post-roaster  to  the  main  ariiij,  be 
allowed  for  his  past  services  to  this  day,  the  sum  of  404loUar8  per  month,  u 
full  of  all  allowances;  and  that  the  post-nuster  general  -aettle  his  acconH 
accordingly : 

That  9\e  post-master  general  take  order  for  procuring  and  appoiutinp 
suitable  person,  on  the  best  terms  he  can,  to  serve  as  post-master  to  tike 
main  army,  and  report  to  Congress. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Patridge,  Mr.  Cone)l« 
Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Rodnej,  Mr.  Csm^tl, 
Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Tel&ir,  to  whom  wure- 
ferred  the  report  of  a  committee  on  sundry  papers  relative  to  the  people 
inhabiting  the  district  of  country  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hanpshire 
Grants,  together  with  a  representation  of  Seth  Smith,  and  a  letter  of  tix 
SOth  of  January,  from  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen,  having  delivered  in  a  report, 
the  same  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  some  time  spent  thereon. 

WEDNESDAY,  Fehruary  20,  1>82. 

The  committee,  consisting  of 'Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  M'Kiisn,  it 
whom  were  referred  the  report  of  the  secretary  at  war,  on  a  petition  of  Dr. 
Hagan,  and  the  memorials  of  Dr.  Jackson,  Dr.  Williams,  Dr.  Esker,  tod 
Dr.  Frinke,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon,    . 

Resolved,  That  the  comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  ipd  di- 
rected to  adjust  the  accounts  of  all  the  oflScers  of  the  late  general  hospital 
for  pay  apd  subsistence,  up  to  the  time  the  arrangement  tcK>k  place  io  Sep- 
tember, 1730,  or  for  so  much  of  the  preceding  time  as  they  continued  io  stf- 
vice,  upon  their  producing  proper  documents  of  the  time  of  their  respeciife 
services. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  die  lapslattirei  tf 
the  several  states,  to  settle  and  discharge  on  account  of  the  United  SdtMi 
the  depreciation  of  pay  of  such  officers  m  the  late  general  hospital  ssarpis- 
habitants  of,  or  belonging  to  their  respective  states,  who  resigned  their  ap- 
pointments after  tlie  10th  day  of  April,  1780,  or  became  aapemnmerary  bf 
tlie  new  arran^rement  in  September,  1780. 

Resolved,  lliat  the  comptroller  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthorized  ami  di- 
rected to  settle  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  officers  in  the  late  general  hospi- 
tal, who  resigned  or  became  supernumerary  as  aforesaid,  and  wbodonat 
belons  to  any  particular  state,  in  the  same  manner  as  hath  been  provided  for 
the  officers  of  the  late  col.  Hazen's  regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  Dr.  Frinke,  for  taking  care  of  the  sick  aid 
wounded  in  the  retreat  from  Ticondero^a,  in  1777,  and  for  furnishing  ap- 
plies for  the  same,  be  returned  to  Dr.  Frinke,  and  the  settlement  sospeoM. 
until  authentic  vouchers  shall  be  produced  respecting  such  services  and  ex- 
penditures. 

Tlie  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr.  Ellery,Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  Mr.  Eveleigh,  and  Mr.  Telfair,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ttfoc< 
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o€  a  committee  on  a  letter  from  the  superintendent  of  finance,  and  a  plan  for 
the  settlement  of  public  accounts,  delivered  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration  ;  and  thereupon.  Congress  agreed  to  the  foUowing  resolutions : 
Whereas  it  is  become  indispensably  necessary  to  settle  and  adjust,  and 
finally  to  determine  the  proportions  to  be  borne  by  the  several  states  of  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  from  tne  commencement  thereof  until  the  1st  day  of 
January,  17BS,  except  the  moneys  loaned  :     - 

And  whereas,  from  the  present  situation  of  some  of  the  states,  the  rule  for 
fixing  such  proportions  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  to  wit,  a 
valuation  of  lands,  buildings,  and  improvements,  cannot,  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  be  proceeded  on  ;  and  as,  from  a  consideration  of  the  states  having 
been  variously  affected  by  the  war,  the  said  rule,  upon  a  valuation  hereafter 
to  be  taken,  might  not,  if  strictly  adhered  to,  without  proper  allowances  for' 
particular  circumstances,  produce  the  equal  justice  so  desirable  in  this  im- 
portant object. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  the  aforesaid  expenses  may  be  proportioned  in  a 
speedy  and  equitable  manner. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of 
the  respective  states,  without  dfelay,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  in  the  final  settlement  of  the  proportions  to  be 
borne  by  each  state,  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  war,  from  the  commence- 
inent  thereof  until  the  first  day  of  January,  1782,  except  the  moneys  loaned 
to  the  United  States,)  for  the  security  and  discharge  or  the  principal  and  in* 
terest  of  which  Congress  rely  on  a  compliance  with  their  requisition  of  the 
third  daj  of  February,  1781,)  to  assume  and  adopt  suchprinciples  as,  from 
the  particular  circumstances  of  the  several  states,  at  different  periods,  may 
appear  just  and  equitable,  without  being  wholly  confined  to  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  confederation,  in  cases  where  the  same  can- 
not be  applied  without  manifest  injustice  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  states  respectively  to  obtain  and  transmit 
to  Congress,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  such  documents  and  information  as  they' 
may  judge  most  proper,  tk)* assist  the  judgment  of  Congress  in  forming  just 
estimates  of  the  value  and  abilities  of  each  state  at  the  close  of  every  year 
within  the  aforesaid  term,  in  order  to  settle  the  proportions  before  mentioned. 
Resolved,  That  upon  settling  the  annual  proportions  of  the  several  states, 
of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  up  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1782,  where  any 
of  the  states  have  exceeded  tneir  propoHions,  an  interest  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum  shaH  be  allowed  thereon,  and  a  deduction  equal  thereto  made  in 
the  future  annual  proportions  pf  those  states ;  and  where  any  states  shall  ap- 
pear to  have  been  dencient  in  advancing  their  proportions,  a  like  interest 
shall  be  charged  thereon,  and  such  deficiency  cnarged  in  the  future  proper- - 
tions  of  such  states. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  settlement  of  all  accounts  between 
the  United  States  and  each  particular  state,  and  the  creditors  of  the  United 
States  within  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissioner  for  each  state,  for  the  purposes  hereinafter 
expressed,  be  appointed  as  follows :  he  shall  be  nominated  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  and  approved  of  by  the  legis- 
lature or  the  executive  of  the  particular  state  fur  which  he  shall  have  been 
nominated;  and  upon  the  death,  refusal,  or  inability  to  act,  of  such  commis- 
sioner, another  person  to  supply  his  place  shall  be  nominated  by  the  super- 
intendent of  the  finances,  ana  approved  of  by  the  executive  or  the  delegates 
attending  in  Congress  of  the  state  for  which  he  shall  be  nominated,  as  the  le- 
gislature of  the  state  shall  direct ;  that  the  said  commissioner  so  appointed 
shall  have  full  power-and  authority  finally  to  settle  the  accounts  between  the 
state  for  which  he  shall  have  been  nominated,  and  the  United  States;  that 
Vol.  III.  91 


7M        ,  KKJitNALS  OF  CONGRESS,  tnSL 


all  accouDtsofmoDeyd  advanced,  supplies  famished,  or  aanricea  fieHumed. 
between  the  United  States  and  a  particular  state*  shall  be  estimated  accord- 
ing to  the  table  of  depreciation  framed  bj  the  bmird  of  treaanrj  •&  the  S9th 
day  of  July,  IT80,  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  the  S8th  day  «f  Jane 
preceding,  to  the  time  the  same  is  extended :  provided  always,  that  apedfic 
supplies,  furnished  pursuant  to  requisitions  of  Concr^ss,  shall  be  settled 
agreeably  to  the  prices  mentioned  in  such  requisitiooa ;  that  he  lie  also 
fiilly  empowered  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle,  in  specie  valne,  ail  cer- 
tificates given  for  supplies  by  public  officers  to  individualsg  and  other  claims 
against  the  United  States  by  individuals  for  supplies  furnished  the  anay.thc 
transportation  thereof  and  contingent  expenses  tnereon,  withia  the  said  state* 
according  to  the  principles  of* equity  ami  good  conscience,  in  ail  caeca  whick  * 
are  not  or  shall  not  be  provided  for  by  Congress  : 

That  the  said  commissioner,  in  the  various  branches  of  dttty  herein  direct- 
ed, shall  in  such  matters  of  form  as  regard  merely  the  stating  of  hisaccoaats. 
|ir<»ceed  agreeably  to  rules  to  be  prescribed  to  hin>  by  the  comptroller  of  tfce 
treasury  ;  but  in  all  other  matters  and  thinjgs  concerning  the  settlement  witk 
individual  states,  according  to  such  modes  and  principles  as  Congreaa  have 
directed  or  shall  direct : 

That  each  of  the  said  commissioners  be  allowed  a  salary  of  1500><}ollai« 
per  annum,  and  that  he  appoint  his  neceasary  clerks,  with  the  salary  of  500 
dollars  per  annum  each,  for  the  time  they  shall  severally  be  emplojeci  in  this 
aervice,  which  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  and  ei^penses. 

That  the  said  commissioners  respectively  give  public  and  earl  j  notices  of 
the  times  and  places  of  their  settlinj^,  and  the  districts  within  which  they 
settle  accounts,  that  as  well  the  public  officers  as  the  private  indivadvaia  oay 
have  an  opportunity  to  attend  : 

That  each  commissioner,  before  he  enter  upon  the  basiQeas  for  whi^  he 
is  appointed,  shall  take  the  following  oath  : 

"  i.  A*  B.  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  execute  the 
office  of  commissioner  to  which  1  am  appointed,  according  to  my  beat  skill 
and  judgment,  without  favor  or  aftection.    80  help  me  G<ra." 

That  each  clerk  at  his  appointment  shall  alsatake  an  oath  truly  and  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office  according  to  the  bestof  lua  akillaad 
nnderstanding ;  and  that  certificates  of  theal  oaths  be  fil^in  the  aeoretarj** 
office  of  the  state. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  recommended  to  the  several  legislatnrea  of  the 
respective  states,  to  giant  the  commissioner,  by  a  law  to  be  enacted  for  that 
purpose,  a  power  to  call  witnesses  and  examine  them  upon  oatli  or  affirauk 
tiou,  touching  such  claims  and  accounts  aa  ahall  be  produced  for  li^idatioa 
and  settlement. 

THURSDAY,  Fehrwrn  21, 1782. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  states,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore, 
Mr.  Patridge,  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Flovd,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Civ* 
mer,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr#  J.  Jimes,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Ididdleton,  Mr«  TelCiir. 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  t5th  of  January,  from  the  aaperintcad* 
ent  of  finance,  touching  the  establishment  ef  the  mint; 

Bestdvedt  That  Congreaa  approve  of  the  establishment  ef  a  mint ;  aad, 

that  the  superintendent  of  finance  t>e,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  prepare  aad 

^report  to  Congress  a  plan  for  establishing  and  conducting  the 


FRIDAY,  Februarif  22,  1782. 

Mr.  Philemon  Dickinson,  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended 
and  took  his  seat. 
On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellegr,  Mr.  Bandolpb^ 
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•nd  Mr.  Eveleigh,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  uf  the  iiSth  of  Jaouarj 
from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  respecting  his  def)artment, 

MesUvedf  That  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  be  onder  the  directiott  of 
such  officer,  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  already  for 
that -purpose  appointed,  or  shall  hereafter  appoint,  who  shall  be  stiled,'*  se- 
cretary to  the  United  States  of  America,  fur  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  ;*' 
shall  reside  where  Congress  or  a  committee  of  the  states  shall  sit,  and  hold 
his  office  during  die  pleasure  of  Congress : 

That  the  books,  records  and  other  papers  of  tlie  United  States,  that  relate 
to  this  department,  be  committed  to  his  custody,  to  which  aud  all  oth^r  pa- 
pers of  his  office,  any  member  of  Congress  shall  have  access:  provided  that 
no  copy  shall  be  taken  of  matters  of  a  secret  nature  without  the  special  leave 
of  Congress : 

That  the  correspondence  and  communications  with  the  ministers,  consub 
and  agents  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  and  with  the  ministers 
and  other  officers  of  foreign  powers  .with  Congress,  be  carried  on  tlirough 
the  offi^  of  foreign  affairs  by  the  said  secretary,  who  is  also  empowered 
to  correspond  with  all  other  persons  from  whom  he  may  expect  to  receive 
useful  intormation  relative  to  nis  department:  provided  always,  that  letten 
to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States,  or  ministers  of  foreign  powers,  which 
have  a  direct  reference  to  treaties  or  conventions  proposed  to  be  entered 
into,  or  instructions  relative  thereto,  or  other  great  national  subjects,  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  inspection  and  recei%'e  the  approbation  of  Congress  be- 
fore they  shall  be  transmitted : 

That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  correspond  with 
the  gbvernors  or  presidents  of  all  or  any  of  the  United  States,  affording 
them  such  information  from  his  department  as  may  be  useful  to  tlieir  states 
or  to  the  Uuited  States,  stating  complaints  that  may  have  been  urged  against 
the  government  of  any  of  the  said  states,  or  the  subjects  there<if,  by  the 
subjects  of  foreign  powers,  so  that  justice  may  be  done  agreeably,  to  the  laws 
of  such  state,  or  the  charge  proved  to  be  groundless,  and  the  nonor  of  the 
government  vindicated :  ' 

He  shall  receive  the  applications  of  all  foreigners  relative  to  his  depart- 
nient,  which  are  deaigneu  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  advise  the  mode 
in  which  the  memorials  and  evidence  shall  be  stated  in  order  to  afford  Con- 
gress the  most  comprehensive  view  of  tlie  subject,  and  if  he  conceives  it 
necessary,  accompany  such  memorial  with  his  report  thereon :  he  may  con- 
cert measures  with  the  ministers  or  officers  of  foreign  powers,  amicably 
to  procure  the  redress  of  private  iiiiuries,  which  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  may  have  received  from  a  foreign  power  or  the  subjects  thereof,  making 
minutes  of  all  his  transactions  relative  thereto,  and  entering  the  letters  at 
large  which  have  passed  on  such  occasions  } 

He  shall  report  on  al}  cases  expressly  referred  to  him  for  that  purpose  by 
CongKSs,  and  on  all  others  touching  his  department,  in  which  he  may  con- 
ceive it  necessary : 

And  that  he  may  acquire  that  intimate  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of 
Congress,  which  is  necessary  for  his  direction,  he  may  at  all  times  attend 
upon  Congress,  and  shall  particularly  attend  when  summoned  or  ordered  by 
the  president : 

He  may  give  information  to  Congress  respecting  his  department,  explaiq 
and  answer  ob|ections  to  his  reports  when  under  consideration,  if  required 
by  a  member  and  no  objection  be  made  by  Congress :  he  shall  answer  to 
such  enquiries  respecting  his  department  as  ma^  be  put  from  the  chair  by 
order  of  Congress,  and  to  questions  stated  in  writing  about  matters  of  fact 
which  lie  within  his  knowledge,  when  put  by  the  president  at  the  reouest  of 
a  member,  and  not  disapproved,  of  by  Congress ;  the  answers  to  sucn  ques- 
tions may,  at  the  option  of  the  secretary,  be  delivered  by  him  in  writing : 


r«4  JOURNAIiS  OP  CONGRB88,  17B^ 


'  He  shall  have  free  access  to  the  papers  and  records  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  the  custody  of  their  secretary,  or  in  the  offices  of  finance  and  war  or  else- 
where ;  he  may  be  furnished  with  copies,  or  take  extracts  therefroai,  when 
he  shall  find  it  necessary : 

He  shall  use  means  to  obtain  from  the  ministers- and  agents  of  the  siid 
United  States  in  foreign  countries,  an  abstract  of  their  present  state,  tbcir 
commerce,  finances,  natal  and  military  strength,  and  the  c-haractera  of  sot- 
ereisns  and  ministers,  and  every  other  political  information  which  may  be 
usetul  to  the  United  States : 

All  letters  to  sovereign  powers,  letters  of  credence,  plans  of  treaties,  coo* 
ventions,  manifestoes,  instructions,  passports,  safe  conducts,  and  other  acts 
of  Congress  relative  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  when  the  sniiataoce 
thereof  shall  have  been  previously  agreed  to  in  Congress,  shall  be  rednced  t» 
form  in  the  office  of  foreign  afiars,  and  submitted  to  the  opinion  ot  Congress, 
and  when  fiassed,  signed  and  attested,  sent  to  the  office  of  foreign  affiun  ts 
be  countersigned  and  forwarded. 

If  an  original  paper  is  of  such  a  nature  as  cannot  be  Mfely  tmnanitted 
without  cyphers,  a  copy  in  cyphers,  signed  by  the  secretary  ror  the  depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  shalf  be  considered  as  authentic,  and  the  ministers 
of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts,  may  govern  thenmelves  dierebj  in  the 
like  manner  as  if  the  orginals  had  been  transmitted. 

And  for  the  better  execution  of  the  duties  hereby  assigned  him,  he  is  au- 
thorized to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  one,  or  if  necessary,  more  clerksi,  ts 
assist  him  in  the  business  of  his  office. 

Resolved^  That  the  salaries  annexed  to  this  department  shall  be  as  follovs : 

To  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  department  of  foreign  afbirs^ 
the  sum  of  4000  dollars  per  annum,  exclusive  of  office  expeyea,  to  com- 
mence from  the  1st  day  ot  October  last :  to  the  secretary  1000  dollars  per 
annum :  to  the  clerks  each  500  dollars  per  annum. 

Itesolved,  That  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  foreign  aflfaira,  sod 
each  of  the  persons  employed  under  him,  snail  take  an  oath  before  a  ju^ 
of  the  state  where  Congress  shall  sit,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  tbeir  re- 
spective trusts,  and  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United  States  before  they  enter 
upon  office. 

Besolvedj  That  the  act  of  the  lOth  day  of  January*  1781,  respecting  tiie 
department  of  foreign  affairs,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

SATURDAY,  February  23,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clark, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  19th,  respecting  the  pay  of  John  Dur- 
ham Alvey,  be  re-considered : 

Resolved,  That  John  Durham  Alvey,  post-msster  to  the  main  army,  be  tl- 
lowed  for  his  past  services  to  this  day,  the  sum  of  40  dollars  per  month  in  full 
of  all  allowances,  except  the  rations  of  forage  and  provisions  received  by 
him ;  and  that  the  post-master  general  settle  his  accounts  accordingly. 

On  the  report  of  the  secretary  for  foreign  sffairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  the  6th  of  October,  1781,  from  Robert  Smith,  agent  at  the  Havanna, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  sending  blank  commissions  to  be  filled  up  by  him  for 
the  purpose  of  commissioning  with  letters  of  matque  or  general  reprisaU» 
such  vessels  sailing  from  the  Havanna  as  might  require  the  same : 

Resolved^  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be,  and  hereby  is  directrd 
to  inform  Robert  Smith,  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  do 
not  at  present  think  it  expedient  that  he  issue  any  letters  of  marque  or  of 
general  reprisals,  under  their  authority. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Cornell  and  Mr.  Bee,  to 
whom  were  referred  a  letter  of  the  18th  and  one  of  the  20th  of  Febniary, 
from  general  Washington,  having  delivered  in  a  report : 
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A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Middletoa,  aecoDded  bj  Mr.  Telfair,  in  the 
^vords  following : 

^*  In  order  to  prevent  future  controversy  upon  the  subject  of  exchange. 
that  Congress  who  represent  the  feelings  as  well  as  the  sense  of  the  union. 
do  declare  that  lieutenant-general  Charles  earl  Comwallis  ought  not  to  be 
exchanged  bj  composition  at  this  time,  not  from  anj  apprehensions  of  his  in- 
fluence or  superior  abilities ;  but  because  tbej  look  upon  him  not  in  the  ii^t 
of  a  British  general,  but  a  barbarian.  In  proof  of  their  justice  for  classing 
him  in  so  degrading  a  predicament,  thej  appeal  to  the  impartial  history  of 
his  conduct  during  his  command  in  the  southern  and  middle  states,  where 
hio  progress  maj  be  traced  by  blood  wantonly  spilt,  by  executions  unwar- 
ranted even  by  military  regulations,  and  by  the  indiscriminate  plunder  of 
the  property  and  destruction  of  the  habitations  of  the  widow  and  tne  orphan, 
circumstances  disgraceful  to  the  arms  of  any  enlightened  people :  because 
he  has  governed  himself  solely  upon  the  principles  of  eastern  tyranny,  has 
broken  the  faith  of  treaty  solemnly  pledged  in  the  capitulation  of  Cliarlcstou, 
by  ordering  the  seizure  of  the  property  and  persons  of  the  capitulants,  by  the 
confinement  of  some  on  board  of  prison-ships,  the  transportation  of  others  to 
Sl.  Auffustine,  and  the  banishmentof  their  wivea and  children:  because  he 
has  authorized  and  covntenanced  the  inlistment  of  upwards  of  500  American 
soldiers  into  the  British  senuce,  or  rather  suffered  tliem  to  be  compelled  by 
cruelties  and  hard  usage  to  take  arms  against  their  country,  and  in  number- 
less other  instances  has  infringed  every  rule  of  war  established  among  civil- 
ized nations :  that  it  be  also  resolved,  that  unless  the  honorable  Henry  Lau- 
rens, esq.  be  enlarged  within  months,  upon  his  parole  until  exchanged, 
the  commander  in  chief  be  directed  to  recal  the  said  Charles  earl  Cornwal- 
lis :  that  unless  the  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  be  settled,  the 
arrearages  paid  up  and  security  given  for  their  future  maintenance,  the  Bri- 
tish prisoners  be  compelled  to  work  for  their  livelihood,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of  for  the  public  benefit." 

On  this  the  previous  Question  was  moved  by  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  and 
seconded  by  the  state  ot  Pennsylvania :  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
previous  question,  the  yeas  ana  nays  being  required  by  Mr.Middleton, 


N.'Hampahire^  i|r.  livennore, 
Mataaehutetu^  Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Bhade-Mmd,    Mr.  EUeiy, 

Cornell, 
Cotmeq^icuSf      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
A'en^rodt,        Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
Nerf^enejft       Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Condict, 


ayj-ay 
ay3 


PennsykarttOt  Mr.  Montgomery,    ay  \* 


Delatvaref 
Maryland^ 


S,-Car6Unat 


Creorgiot 


T.  Smitb, 

Clymer, 

AUee, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.  Madison, 

Randolph, 

Lee, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Bee, 

Motte, 
Mr.  TeMair. 

N.  W.  Jones^ 


*y 


ay 


no 


no 


So  it  passed  in  tlie  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boudinot, 

Resolved,  That  the  commander  in  chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
i^;ree  to  the  exchange  of  lieutenant-general  eari  Cornwallis  by  composition } 
provided  that  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens,  esq.  be  liberated,  and  proper 
assurances  obtained  that  all  accounts  for  the  support  of  the  convention  pri- 
soners and  all  other  prisoners  of  war,  shall  be  speedily  settled  and  discharged* 

MONDAY,  February  25,  1782. 

Mr.  Samuel  WhartoOi  a  delegate  for  the  state  of  Delaware,  attended, 
and  took  his  seat. 
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On  the  gecond  reading  of  an  ordinance  for  amending  the  ordinance^  titer- 
tainin^  what  captures  on  water  shall  be  lawful ;  which  was  reported  btt 
eommittee  conftisting  of  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Cljmer,  Mr.  Ellerr,  t»  vhin 
wab  referred  a  memorial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of  Philadelphia : 

The  following  paragraph  being  under  debate*  viz. 

"  That  no  ship  or  other  vessel  which  «ha11  have  sailed  from  any  partor  plact 
in  Europe,  not  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great -Britain,  on  or  before  the— 
next,  for  anj  port  or  place  within  the  United  States,  not  in  possesnoi  of 
the  enemj,  shall  be  liable  to  capture  or  molestatioij  merely  forhafin|« 
board  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  the  mwtb,  product*  or  nuuraCKtin 
of  Great-Britain,  or  of  anv  territory  depending  thereon." 

A  motion  was  made  by*  Mr.  Montfromery,  seconded  by  Mr.Pitridgeitliit 
the  blank  be  filled  with  the  words,  "  first  day  of  May," 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Montgomery, 


K,-Hampahirt,  Vli,  JLivennore, 
MoMoehuattUf    Mr.  Patridge, 

Ospooo, 
XhMde-Mtnd,    Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Scott, 


C^rmeetieut, 


Roudinot, 
Condict, 
Pemuykfomth  Mr.  Montgomery, 

T.  Smith, 
Clymcr, 
Atlee, 


Delaumte, 
JbtffUuui 


Georjia^ 


Mr.  M^Kean, 
Diddnson, 
Wharton* 

Ifr.  HanBon, 
CatTol]^ 

Mr  J.  Jmie% 
Madiaon, 
Randolph, 
Lee, 

Mr.HawkuM^ 

Mr.  Middkton, 
Motte, 
Evdeighy 

Mr.Telfiur, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr.  MToIcott,  fhatfk 
blank  be  filled  up  with  the  words  *<  fourteenth  day  of  April :" 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 


MoMtachuaetta,  Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Hhotk-Ahnd,    Mr.  Elleiy, 
Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Scott, 


ConnectieiUf 

^nP9hJtT9Cy\ 


Floyd, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Mr.  Montgoroeiy, 

T.  Smith, 

Cljiner, ' 

Atlee, 


no^ 


ay  >no 
noj 


*>") 
^i>-\ 


Deiawufe, 
Aftuytandf 


S.'Carvdna, 


ayj 


'y    icetrsia. 


Mr.  M; 

Dickiiiaoii, 

WTuutoOb 
)fr.  Hanson, 

CairoD, 
Mr.  J.  Jooe% 

Madison^ 

Randolph, 

Lee, 
Mr.  HawkiM^ 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfiur, 


"I 

bo' 
no 

«y5 

ayy 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  to  strike  out  the  following  cliitt 
in  the  said  ordinance,  viz. 

'*That  where  vessels,  their  cai^nes  or  any  part  thereof  belonging  tt  iflf 
citizen  of  these  United  States,  sailuig  or  being  within  the  body  (?a  coistj. 
or  within  any  river  or  ann  of  the  sea,  or  within  cannon  shot"  of  the  skw^ 
shall  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  an4  shall  be  recaptured  bdow  bigh-wittf 
mark  by  another  citizen  thereof,  restitution  shall  be  made  to  the  former  ow>' 
er  upon  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  aalvage*  not  exceeding  one-fiNrtli  f^ 
of  the  value,  no  regard  being  had  to  the  time  of  posaession  M^the  eoes^j*" 

And  (m  the  question,  shall  the  clause  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  beiif  f^ 
quired  by  Mr«  M'Kean, 
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l-ffanuuhiret  Mr.  livermore^ 
MtuaacitttetU,  Mr.  Patiidge, 

Osgtxidt 
Jihode'Mtnd,    Mr.  Elleiy, 
€>nme€tieutf      Mr.  Iaw» 

Wolcott» 
HeuhTork^        Ar.  Seott^ 

Floyd, 
Jfew^ertey,       Mr.  CUrk, 

Boudinol^ 
JPtmntyhania,  Mr.  Howttgameeyt 

Clymetg 


"if 

ay  >♦ 

•yj 


Mr.  Mr.  M<Rean, 
Didciiuon, 
Wharton, 

Ifr.  Hanson, 
CarroU, 

Mr.  J.  Joneai 
Bfadiaon, 
Randolph, 
Lee, 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Motte, 
Eveleigh, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
N.  W.  Jones, 


*y>»y 

ay3 

ay-) 
no  r^- 

ayj 
ay^ 

»y>«f 

no  3 


no 
no 


So  it  passed  la  the  ne^tWe. 

The  second  reading  being  gone  through, 

Orderti,  That  the  ordinance  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

TUESDAY,  February  36,  ir82. 
The  ordinance  being  read  a  third  time,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

.An  ordinance  for  furtlicr  amending  the  ordinance  ascertainiiig' what  captures  on  water 

shall  be  lawfiiL 

W'heread  divers  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  several  of 
these  United  States,  may  have  sailed  on  voyages  to  Europe,  before  the  pub- 
lication of  the  ordinance,  entitled  '*an  ordinance  ascertaining  what  captures 
on  water  shall  be  lawful,^'  where  thej,  as  well. as  vessels  ^longing  to  the 
subjects  of  neutral  powers,  maj  have  laden  and  taken  on  board  in  promis- 
cuous cargoes,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  of  the  growth,  product,  or 
manufacture  of  Great -Britain,  or  of  some  of  the  dominions  or  territories 
thereon  depending,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  said  ordinance,  and  maj 
not  be  able  to  arrive  in  an;  of  the  ports  of  these  states,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  March  next;  whereby  the  said  goods  may  become  liable  to  capture 
and  condemnation. 

For  remedy  whereof,  it  is  hereby  onlained  by  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  that  no  ship  or  other  vessel,  which  shall  have  sailed  from 
any  port  or  place  in  Europe,  not  belonging  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain,  on 
or  before  the  lOth  day  of  April  next,  for  any  port  or  place  within  the  United 
States,  not  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  snail  be  liable  to  capture  or  mo- 
lestation, merely  for  having  on  board  goods,  wares,  or  other  merchandises 
of  the  growth,  product  or  manufacture  of  Great- Britain,  or  of  any  territory 
depending  thereon. 

And  it  IS  hereby  further  ordained,  that  where  vessels,  their  cargoes,  or  anj 
part  thereof,  belonging  to  any  citizen  of  these  United  States,  sailing  or  being 
within  the  body  ofa  county,  or  within  any  river  or  arm  of  the  sea,  or  within 
cannon  shot  of  the  shore  of  any  of  these  states,  and  laden  with  the  produce 
of  the  country,  and  destined  for  a  port  or  place  within  these  states,  not  in 
possession  of  the  enemy,  shall  be  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  shall  be  re- 
captured below  high  water  mark,  by  another  citizen  thereof,  restitution  shall 
be  made  to  the  former  owner,  upon  the  payment  ofa  reasonable  salvage,  not 
exceeding  one-fourth  part  of  the  value,  no  regard  being  had  to  the  time  of 
pussession  of  the  enemy. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  ordinance  as 
comes  within  the  purview  of  this,  be  and  hereby  is  repealed* 

Done  by  tlie  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  &c.  ^. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  27,  1782. 

^  A  letter,  of  the  23d,  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  and  thereupon^ 
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Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Uoited  States  of  America  for  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  settle  the 
wages  of  the  two  persons  who  have  hitherto  been  employed  as  secretaries « 
clerks  in  his  office,  for  the  time  they  have  served,  at  the  rate  el  790  doUin 
per  annum  each. 

Ordered^  That  the  remainder  of  Ihe  letter,  touching  the  appointment  if 
two  under  secretaries,  instead  of  a  secretary,  be  committed. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Lonll,  Mr 
Montgomery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  SJSd  of  Norcaberlut, 
from  the  secretary  for  foreign  aflbirs,  relative  to  Mr.  John  Temple: 

Resolvedf  That  the  president  inform  the  governor  and  coancifof  theooa- 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts,  that  matters  of  public  concern,  and  the  pres- 
sing necessity  of  making  provision  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  have  hitherto 
prevented  Congress  from  attending  to  a  subject  which,  tnoogh  it  respects  u 
individual,  may  have  an  influence  on  the  public  affitirs  of  these  Uniteo  Stitfi 

The  suspicions  and  jealousies  excited  by  Mr.  John  Temple's  retom  t» 
America  in  177S,  and  the  reports  currently  circulated  in  England  relitin 
to  his  mission,  are  notorious.  The  time  and  manner  of  his  coming  tsABw- 
rica,  as  well  as  the  person  accompanying  him,  who  is  cow  resident  is  tnd  i 
subject  of  Great^Britain,  save  great  force  to  the  suapicions  then  ruied. 
These  suspicions,  instead  of  being  allayed,  were  increased  by  Mr.  Temple'^ 
return  to  England,  and  by  the  rumours  and  publications  respectins  hisioter- 
course  and  conference  with  the  British  ministry.  His  coming  again  to  Aa^ 
rica  without  explaining  his  views,  and  as  far  as  is  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
Congress,  without  any  leave  previously  obtained,  and  this  at  the  Yerj  tiae 
when  the  enemy  entertained  the  fond  hope  of  having  subdued  the  sootben 
states,  cannot  fail  to  excite  new  jealousies,  and  a  suspicion  of  his  beisg  en- 
ployed  as  an  emissary  from  the  British  crown. 

That  the  president  further  inform  the  zovernor  and  council  of  Massadn- 
setts,  that  although  Mr.  Temple  was  the  bearer  of  some  letters  from  tbeko. 
John  Adams  at  Amsterdam,  yet  the  suttject  of  the  letters  with  which  hevtf 
entrusted,  and  of  those  which  Mr.  Adams  chose  to  send  at  the  same  tinebr 
another  conveyance,  sufficiently  evince  that  he  had  not  the  foil  confideDct 
of  that  minister,  and  that  (he  letter  which  Mr.  Adams  took  the  trouble  of 
writing;  respecting  Mr.  Temple,  did  in  no  wise  account  for  his  past  conduct, 
or  explain  his  future  views  or  designs.  And  therefore,  as  the  United  Stites 
ou^t  to  be  on  their  guard,  as  well  against  the  secret  arts  as  open  force  of 
their  subtle  and  inveterate  enemy,  that  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that  the 
executive  ot  Massachusetts  would  enquire  strictly  into  the  conduct,  vievs. 
and  designs  of  Mr.  John  Temple,  and  if  they  are  npt  fully  convinced  of  the 
uprightness  df  his  intentions,  or  if  they  have  any  apprehensions  that  he  his, 
in  his  visits  to  America,  been  countenanced  or  employed  by,  or  has  acted  Ib 
concert  with  the  British  ministry  or  their  a^nts,  that  they  take  such  nea- 
sures  respecting  him  as  may  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  injure  the  usse  ^ 
these  United  States. 

On  the  re^Mrt  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Mon^;oinfrt 
and  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  18th  from  the  soptf 
intendent  of  finance : 

>  Resolved,  That  five  commissioners  be  appointed  for  the  settlement  of  ac- 
counts under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of  the  finances,  Mmi\j, 
one  for  the  quarter-master's  department,  one  for  the  commissary^s  ^^^ 
ment,  one  for  the  hospital  department,  one  for  the  clothier's  department,  and 
one  for  the  marine  department,  each  of  which  commissioners  shall  havenifl 
power  and  authority  to  liquidate  and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of  die  d^ 
partroeuts  respectively  assigned  to  them^  up  to  the  last  day  of  Dtctmhfr* 
1781,  inclusive: 
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That  tlie  superintendeut  of  finance  be,  auil  lie  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  appoint  the  said  five  cotDmissionera ;  and  that  he  report  the 
names  of  the  same  to  Congress,  in  order  tliat  thej  may  disapprove  such  ap- 
pointment if  they  shall  think  proper: 

That  each  of  tlie  said  commissioners  be  allowed  one  clerk  for  his  assist*^ 
ance  in  the  execution  of  his  trust*  and  in  case  more  should  be  found  necesr 
sary,  that  he  be  authorized  to  add  such  number  as  the  superintendent  of 
finance  shall  approve : 

That  a  salary  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  said  commissioners,  at  the  rate  of 
1500  dollars  per  annum,  during  the  time  in  which  he  shall  be  employed  ia 
the  duties  assigned  to  him ;  and  that  each  clerk  be  allowed  a  salary,  at  the 
rate  of  500  dollars  per  annum  during  the  time  of  his  service*  to  be  in  full  to 
each  of  them  for  their  servicesand  expenses ; 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  the  states,  to  em* 
power  the  said  commissioners  to  call  for  witnesses  and  examine  them  on  oath 
or  affirmation  touching  such  accounts  as  are  respectively  assigned  to  them 
for  settlement ;  and  that  it  be  also  recommended  to  the  said  legislatures^  to 
make  provision  by  law  fur  the  speedy  and  eB'ectual  recovery  from  indivi- 
duals of  debts  due  and  effects  belonging  to  the  United  States* 

FRIDAY,  J^larch  1,  1782. 

Pn  thjB  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Carroll* 
Mr.  Patridge,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  27ih  of  February  frQ(n 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs : 

BesolvedfThtit  so  much  of  the  resolutions  of  the  22d  of  February  last,  at 
authorizes  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  annex- 
es  to  tliat  office  the  salary  of  1000  dollars  per  annum,  be,  and  hereby  is  re- 
pealed; and  that  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  be,  and  he  is  hereby  em«'' 
powered  to  appoint,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  two  under  secretariesT 
and  that  the  nrst  under  secretary  be  allowed  800  dollars  per  annum,  and  the 
second  under  secretary  700  dolfars  per  annum. 

The  grand  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Patridge,  Mr* 
Cornell,  Mr.  Law,  ]^lr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Rodney* 
Mr.  C/|rnill,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Middleton  an4  Mr.  Tidfaifa 
to  whom  was  re-committed  their  report  on  sundry  papers  respecting  the 
inhalNtants  of  a  district  of  country  known  by  the  name  of  the  New-Hamp- 
shire Grants,  together  with  a  representation  of  Seth  Smith,  and  a  letter  of 
the  30th  of  January  from  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen*  having  delivered  in  a 
report,  and  the  followipg  paragraph  being  under  consideration,  viz. 

"  That  in  case  the  inhabitants  residing  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  within 
one  calendar  month  from  the  delivery  of  a  certified  copy  of  these  resolutions 
by  the  commissioner  herein  after  mentioned,  to  Thomas  Chittenden,  esq.  of 
the  town  of  Bennington,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  or  from  the  time  of  the 
said  commissioner's  leaving  such  certified  copv  at  the  usual  place  of  resi- 
dence of  the  said  Thomas  Chittenden,  esq.  shall  by  some  authenticated  act 
recognize  the  last  above  described  boundaries  to  be  the  limits  and  extent  of 
their  claim,  both  of  jurisdiction  and  territory,  and  shall  accede  to  the  articles 
of  confederation  and  peroetual  union  between  the  states  of  New- Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhoae* island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut, 
New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia* 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  as  agreed  to  in  Congress  on 
the  15th  day  of  November,  1777;  and  shall  thereupon  appoint  delegates  in 
their  behalf,  with  full  powers,  instructions  and  positive  orders  immediately 
to  repair  to  Congress,  and  to  sign  the  said  articles  of  confederation,  and 
afterwards  to  represent  them  in  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
their  said  delegates  shall  be  admitted  to  sign  the  same,  and  thereupon  the^ 
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inhabitants  of  the  above  described  district  shall  be  acknowledged  a  iite> 
sovereign  and  independent  state,  and  shall  be  considered  as  a  component 
part  of  the  federal  union,  and  entitled  to  the  advanti^es  thereof." 

A  motion  v^as  made  by  Mr.  Wolcott,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eljery,  t»  strike 
out  the  words  between  the  words  *'  inhabitanU  residing  within,"  and  tbe 
word  "  accede ;"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  **  or  belonging  to  the  territorj 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  New- Hampshire  Granted  or  by  whatwe- 
ver  name  it  may  be  called,  west  of  Connecticut  river^and  to  tbe  eastward  ef 
the  boundary  conditionally  guaranteed  by  the  resolution  of  the  20thof  Asgost 
last,  in  favour  of  the  state  of  New-York." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  bdaf 
required  by  Mr.  Wolcott, 


K  Hampshire^  Mr.  Livermore, 
JUauaehuaetttf  Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgood, 
Mode-Mandf    Mr.  EUery, 

Cornell, 
CwnedUut^     'Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
J^eto-Tork,        Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd,       , 
J^tu^Jenetft      Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Peimavhania,  Mr.  Montgraieiy, 

T.  Smith, 

Atlee, 


""I  BO 

no> 

ay) 

ayS.ay 

noj 

no>no 
no  J 


Dektwan, 

Maryland^ 
VtrgMot 


M' Carolina, 
S^'CanSnOf 


GtorgiOf 


Ur 


Mr, 


M*Kean, 

Dicldnflon, 

Wharton, 

Hanson 

Carroll, 

Mr.  J.  Jone% 
Madiaon, 
fiandolpb, 
Le«, 

BIr.  Hawkinfl^ 

Mr.  IGddleton, 
Motte, 
Eveleigfa, 

Mr.  Tel&ir, 
N.  W.  Jone% 


no'l 

oosno 

no) 

noi 

no  I 
noj 
no>* 
no") 
no  (no 

noj 

no) 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Scott,  seconded  by  Mr.  Floyd,  to  itrike 
oat  the  whole  resolution.  And  on  the  question,  shall  the  resolutioii  stand: 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Floyd, 


K'BanMthirtj  Mr.  Livermore, 
MaaaacnuBtita,  Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgckxl, 
Bh^de-ItUtnd,    Mr.  Ellery, 

Cornell, 
Cb»tfMcf»cii^      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott^ 
Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
J^evhJeraejff       Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Condict, 
PermtykanUtf  Mr.  Montgomety, 

T.  Smith, 

Atlee, 


^f^Torkf 


DdawOpet 


Maryland^ 
Vtrgtmct 


y.-CaroUna, 
a^CoTounaf 


Gtorgia, 


Mr.  M<Kean, 
DickiDaon, 
^  Wliartoii, 

Mr.'  Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  J.  Jonea, 
Madiwxi, 
Randolph, 
Lee, 

>Ir.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Middletoii, 
Motte, 
Evele^ii, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
N.  W.  Jones^ 


noj 

DO^OO 

no) 

no) 


So  the  question  was  lost 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  Atlee,  that  the 
rest  of  the  report  be  committed ;  which  is  as  follows : 

Congress  having  resolved  on  the  7th  day  of  August  last,  that  in  esse  tfaej 
should  recognize  the  independence  of  the  people  of  Vermont,  they  wodw 
consider  all  the  lands  belonging  to  New-Hampshire  and  New-York,  respec- 
tively, lying  without  the  limits  of  Vermont,  aforesud,  as  coming  withiD  tke 
mutual  guarantee  of  territory  contained  in  the  articles  of  confederstioD ;  iw 
that  the  United  States  will  accordingly  guarantee  such  lands  and  thejorUdic- 
tion  over  the  same^  against  any  claim  or  encroachments  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Vermont  aforesaid  ;  and  Congress  having,  on  the  20tb  day  of  f^ 
same  month,  reauired  as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  their  rcco^oltiiPB 
of  the  independence  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  territorv  aforesaiiii  '^ 
their  admission  into  the  federal  union,  the  explicit  relinquishment  of  all  ^^ 
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mands  of  lands  or  jurisdiction  on  the  east  side  of  the  west  bank  of  Connec* 
ticut  river,  and  on  the  west  side  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  north-west  corner 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  thence  running  twenty  miles  east  of  Hudson's 
river  so  far  as  the  said  river  runs  north-easterly  in  its  general  course ;  thence 
by  the  west  bounds  of  the  townships,  granted  by  the  late  government  of 
New*  Hampshire,  to  the  river  running  from  Southbay  to  Lake  Cham  plain  ; 
thence  along  the  said  river  to  Lake  Cham  plain  ;  'thence  along  the  waters  of 
Lake  Champlain  to  the  latitude  of  forty-five  degrees  north,  excepting  a  neck 
of  land  between  Missiskoy-Bay  and^the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain.  And 
the  people  inhabiting  the  territory  aforesaid,  not  having  as  yet  made  the  re-- 
lioquishroent  aforesaid  as  above  required,  and  attempting  since  the  date  of 
the  above  resolutions  to  extend  and  establish  their  jurisdiction  over  part  of 
the  lands  guaranteed  to  the  states  of  New-York  and  New-Hampshire  above- 
said  ;  and  it  beine  indispensably  necessary  to  bring  aH  disputes  respecting 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  people  residing  within  tlie  territory  aforesaid  to  a 
speedy  issue : 

Sesolvedf  That  the  district  of  territory,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  by  whatsoever  name#it  may  be  called,  is  and 
shall  be  bounded  westward  by  a  line  beginning  at  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts ;  thence  running  northward  twenty  miles  east  of 
Hudson's  nver,  so  far  as  the  said  river  runs  north-easterly  in  its  general 
course ;  thence  to  the  west  boundary  line  of  the  townships  granted  by  the 
late  government  of  New -Hampshire ;  thence  northward  alone  the  said  west 
boundary  line,  to  the  river  running  from  Southbay  to  Lake  Champlain ; 
thence  along  the  said  river  to  Lake  Champlain ;  thence  alons  the  waters  of 
Lake  Champlain  to  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north,  including  a  neck  of 
land  between  the  Missiskoy-Bay  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain;  thence  it 
shall  be  bounded  north  by  latitude  forty-five  dee;rees  north,  and  eastward  by  the 
west  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  from  forty-five  degrees  north  to  the  nortli- 
ern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  southward  by  the  said 
northern  boundary  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  from  the  said  west  bank  of 
Connecticut  river,  to  the  north-west  corner  of  Massachusetts  above  mentioned. 
Resolvedy  [Here  followed  the  resolution  which  was  struck  out.] 
Resolved^   That  in  case  the  said  inhabitants,  within  the  above-described 
district,  do  not  desist  from  attempting  to  exercise  the  jurisdiction  over  the. 
lands  ^aranteed  to  New-Hampshire  and  New-York  as  aforesaid,  and  shall 
not,  within  the  time  limited  as  aforesaid,  comply  with  the  terms  specified 
in  the  foregoing  resolutions.  Congress  will  consider  such  neglect  or  refu- 
sal as  a  mainifest  indication  of  designs  hostile  to  these  Unit^  States,  and 
that  all  the  pretensions  and  applications  of  the  said  inhabitants,  heretofore 
made  for  admission  into  the  federal  union,  were  fallacious  and  delusive ;  and 
that  thereupon  the  forces  of  these  states  shall  be  employed  against  the  said 
inhabitants  within  the  district  aforesaid,   and  Congress  will  consider  all 
the  lands  within  the  said  territory  to  the  eastward  oi  a  line  drawn  along  the 
summit  of  a  ridge  of  mountains  or  heights  of  land,  extending  from  south  to 
north,  throughout  the  said  territory,  between  Connecticut  river  on  the  east| 
and  Hudson's  river  and  Lake  Champlain  on  the  west,  as  guaranteed  to^. 
New-Hampshire  under  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  all  the  lands  within 
the  said  territory  to  the  westward  of  the  said  line  as  guaranteed  to  New- 
York  under  the  articles  of  confederation :  provided  always,  that  Congress 
will  consider  any  other  partition,  which  shall,  herelsfter,  by  an  agreement 
between  the  legislatures  of  New-Hampshire  and  New-York,  be  made  between 
their  respective  states,  concerning  tne  territory  aforesaid,  as  guaranteed  to 
thern  according  to  such  agreement,  saving,  in  either  case,  all  rights  accruing 
to  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  state  under  the  articles  of  con- 
federation aforesaid :  and  provided  always,  that  for  the  more  eflfectuallj 
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Suietine  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  aforesaid,  the  saiil  slates  of  Nev- 
[ampsnire  and  New-York  respectively,  shall  pass  acts  of  indemnity  tn4 
oblivion,  in  favour  of  all  such  pernuns  as  have  at  any  time  previous  to  the 
passing  of  such  acts,  acted  under  the  authority  of  Vermont  so  called,  in  azij 
manner  whatsoever,  upon  such  persons  submitting  to  the  jurisdiction  of  t^ 
said  states  respectively  :  and  provided  always,  that  the  said  states  of  Nev- 
York  and  New-Hampshire,  respectively,  do  pass  acts  confirming  and  esttb- 
lishtne  the  titles  of  all  persons  whatever,  to  such  lands  as  thej  do  nnv 
fltttuaily  occupy  and  possess  within  the  limits  of  the  district  aforesaid,  under 
whatever  title  the  same  may  be  held,  either  from  New- York,  NewHaaip- 
shire  or  Vermont  so  called  :  and  also  for  confirming  and  establishing  w 
titles  of  all  persons  whatever,  to  such  lands  within  the  diatrict  aforesaid, 
as  they  may  oe  entitled  to  under  grants  from  New-York,  New-Hampshire 
or  Vermont  so-called,  according  to  the  propriety  of  such  grants  in  point  sf 
time,  excepting  in  such  cases  where  the  lands  are  in  the  actual  c^ccnpaocy 
and  possession  of  the  claimants,  as  mentioned  in  the  proviso  above  said.  Bat 
inasmuch  as  some  persons  claiming  in  right  of  grants  made  ander  the  avthsri- 
ty  of  the  district  or  territory  called  Vermont,  and  not  actoaltj  occnpjingtbe 
same,  may  be  deprived  thei^of  by  the  interference  of  other  prior  grants : 

Re$olvedf  That  in  case  the  partition  aforesaid  tliall  take  place,  anj  pensa 
dainiing  and  deprived  as  aforesaid,  his  or  her  assignee,  or  representative^ 
0hali  receive  full  compensation  in  lands  or  otherwise,  to  be  provided  ^ 
Congress. 

Besulved^  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  states 
of  New-Hampshire  and  New-York  respectively,  to  pass  acts  of  oblivion  and 
indemnity,  in  favor  of  all  such  persons,  residing  without  the  limits  of  the  dn- 
trict  above  described,  who  shall  heretofore  have  taken  part  with  the  inhabi- 
tants residing  within  the  same,  against  the  &;ovemments  of  either  of  dto$e 
states,  upon  such  persons,  quietly  and  peacejibiy  submitting  themselves  to  t&e 
government  and  jurisdiction  of  such  state  respectively,  to  which  thej  belonr* 

Besolved,  That  in  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  inhabitants  rest- 
ing within  the  district  aforesaid,  to  comply  with  the  terms  prescribed  in  iht 
resolutions  aforesaid,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  these  United 
States,  do  without  delay  or  further  order  carry  these  resulutioos  as  Cv  as 
they  respect  his  department  into  full  execution. 

Hesolvedf  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  these  Unttr^ 
States,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  iramediatel  v  to  repair  to  the  district  aforesaid, 
and  deliver  a  certified  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Thomas  Chittenden*  e<<;- 
of  the  town  of  Bennington  aforesaid,  or  leave  such  copy  at  his  usual  place 
of  residence ;  and  also  to  enforce  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  tht 
necessity  of  th^ir  complying  without  delay  with  the  terms  above  prescribe<i 
by  Coni^ess,  or  submitting  themselves  peaceably  to  the  jurisdiction  of  iht 
states  of  New- Hampshire  and  New-York,  agreeaoly  to  the  above  resolut]ori5. 

On  the  question  tor  committing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  bj  Mr. 
Boudinot, 


N.'Hampthirt^  BIr.  livermore, 
Miuaacnuuutf  Mr.  Osgood, 
Rhadcldand^    Mr.  Ellery, 

Cornel], 


no 
no 


Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Scott,   - 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

CoDdict, 


•yVay 


Pewu^^vania^   Mr.  Montgomery,    ay' 


firgimot 


]N.' 


Smith, 

Atlee^ 
Mr.  M«Kean, 

Dickinsoi^ 

Wbaiton, 
Mr.  Uanaon, 

Ctnol^ 
Mr.  Jones, 

Madiaon, 

Raadolpl^ 

Lee, 
Mr.  BawloBa^ 
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S.'Caniwa^       Mr.  lliddletom        no^         \Qtorgia.  ^- T^^A  ^Inn 


N.  W.  Jonei,    no 
Motte, 
Eveleigh, 

So  the  qiiestion  was  lost. 

MONDAY,  March  4,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Bee* 
to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  27th  of  February,  from  the  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs : 

Resolved^  That  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  have  permission  to  be  ab- 
sent from  the  public  service,  for  the  time  requested  in  his  letter  of  the  2rth 
of  February  last 

WEDNESDAY,  Jiiardi  6, 1782. 

On  a  report  from  the  war  office,  on  a  memorial  of  Peter  Gansevoort,  esq. 
late  a  colonel  of  the  New-York  line,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States : 

Bnolved,  That  colonel  Gansevoort  be  informed  that  althoueli  Congress 
have  a  high  sense  of  his  military  abilities  and  courage,  particularly  displayed 
in  the  defence  of  Fort  Schuyler,  in  1777,  yet  it  is  impracticahle  with  the 
present  arrangement  of  the  army,  to  reinstate  him  therein,  without  manifest 
injury  to  other  officers,  he  having  been  deranged  as  a  junior  colonel  of  that 
line,  and  his  reaiment  incorporated  agreeably  to  the  principles  prescribed  in 
the  resolution  of  Congress  ot  the  Sd  and  21st  of  October,  1780. 

THURSDAY,  March  7,  1782. 

On  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Law  and  Mr.  Scott, 
to  whom  were  referred  two  letters  from  the  secretary  for  foreign  affiiirs, 
enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  honorable  the  minister  of  France  and  sundry 
papers  relative  to  the  case  of  the  ship  Resolution's  cargo,  part  of  which  was 
adjudged  lawful  prize  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  of  appeals;  and  the  case 
of  the  brigEersten  and  her  cargo,  which  was  also  adjuaged  lawful  prize,  by 
the  said  court: 

Resolved^  That  where  sentence  hath  been  or  shall  be  given  in  the  court  of 
appeals,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  of  the  said  court  in  his  discretion  upon 
new  matter  shewn,  to  stay  execution  so  long  as  may  seem  necessary,  not 
exceeding  the  1st  day  of  their  next  session. 

FRIDAY,  March  8,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Cornell 
and  Mr.  Motte,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  from  the  war  office,  on  a  me- 
morial of  James  Elliot : 

Resolved,  That  captain  James  Elliot  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  an 
assistant  geographer  to  the  United  States,  and  that  his  pay  be  \wo  dollars  and 
one  ration  per  day;  and  that  this  allowance  be  considered  in  full  for  all 
claims  that  the  said  captain  James  Elliot  may  have  on  the  United  States  for 
half  pay/  or  any  other  emolument  after  the  war,  agreeably  to  his  proposal. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randolph  have  leave  of  absence. 

MONDAY,  March  11.  1782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Oseood 
and  Mr.  Bee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Tetter  of  the  27 th  of  February,  trum 
the  post*  master  general : 

Besohed,  That  John  Durham  Alvey,  appointed  by  the  post-master  general 
with  the  main  army,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  entitled  to  receive  from  the  pay- 
master general,  on  a  warrant  from  the  commander  in  chief,  the  sum  of  35 
dollars  per  mouth  for  his  services,  and  that  he  shall  also  be  entitled  to  one 
ration  per  day: 
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The  said  committee  havine  reported  an  ordinance  for  regulaliii|;  tke  put- 
office,  the  same  was  read  a  first  time,  and  Thursday  next  was  assigned  fir  t 
second  reading. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr*  Lee,  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Beei  to  vbea 
was  referred  a  letter  of  the  26th  of  February,  from  the  secretarj  for  forei|^ 
affairs,  report, 

^That  the  secretarj  for  foreign  affiiirs  should  be  directed  to  drawipi 
memorial,  on  the  subject  of  the  prize  money  due  to  the  officers  and  crew^tf 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  the  Alliance  frigate,  in  the  hands  of  theskir 
le  Rayde  Chaamont  in  Paris,  and  to  request  of  the  minister  ofFrtaceti 
transmit  the  same  with  the  Touchers  to  support  it,  to  his  court ;  and  obtain 
the  interpot>ition  of  his  court  to  have  immediate  justice  done  to  the  cliiiiiiBti» 
by  the  payment  of  the  prize  money  into  the  hands  of  the  consul-general  d 
these  united  States  in  France,  for  the  use  of  and  to  be  distributed  among  tke 
said  officers  and  crews,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  secreury  for  foreign  affairs  do  write  to  the  coonlif 
the  United  States  in  France,  to  exert  himself  in  obtaining  justice  for  tiK 
claimants." 

On  the  question.  Congress  agreed  to  the  said  report. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Wolcott  and  Mr.  h 
tridge,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  the  8tockbri4ge  or  Ri? er  ladiifii^ 
delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  ot  the  River  or  Stockbridge  Indians*  dated  tke 
28th  of  February,  1782,  presented  to  Congress  by  Asa  Dovglasa,  their  ij^tt 
be  referred  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New*  York;  and  that  it  be  rt* 
commended  to  them  to  hear  the  said  petitioners,  and  foliy  enquire  iato the 
matters  by  them  stated  in  their  said  petition;  and  that  the  said  Icgislatnzt 
do  thereon  what  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable  and  just  ia  the  preiaiiei. 

THURSDAY.  \¥iirc^  14,  1782. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Clark  ud 
Mr.  BUery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  on  a  letter  of  the  4th,  from  colonel 
Pickering,  quarter -master  general : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  SOth  of  October.  1780,  ii 
continues  to  major-general  Greene  the  power  which  had  been  pfen  to  m* 
jor-gen.  Gates  by  a  resolution  of  the  14th  of  June,  in  the  same  year,  of  i^ 
pointing  the  officers  in  the  quarter- master  general's  department  for  thesoitk* 
ern  army,  be  repealed. 

The  rpsolutions  of  the  15th  of  July,  1780,  providing  for  the  appMotmefit 
of  one  deputy  quarter-master  only  for  a  separate  army,  and  Uie  soothem 
services  requiring  an  additional  one : 

^  Resolved^  That  the  quarter-master  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthonx- 
ed  to  appoint,  out  of  the  line  of  the  army,  an  additional  deputy  qnarter-Di^ 
ter  for  the  southern  army,  who  shall  be  subordinate  to  and  under  tbecon- 
mand  of  the  other  deputy  fiuarter-raaster  for  the  said  army,  and  whose  paj 
shall  be  the  same  with  that  atldwed  to  the  deputy  quarter-master  by  theafiiit- 
said  resolutions  of  the  15th  of  July,  1780. 

Re.^olved,  That  the  principal  deputy  auarter-master  to  the  southera  arST 
be  allowed,  during  actual  service,  75  dollars  per  month,  and  four  rations  p^ 
day,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and  subsistence  as  an  officer  in  the  tine,  until  tbe 
further  order  of  Congress. 

Rt'solvedj  That  tne  officer  who  has  conducted  the  quarter-master  ges^ 
ral's  department  in  the  southern  army,  since  gen.  Greene  hu  bad  die  coai- 
mand  thereof,  be  allowed  for  4)is  past  services  the  same  emolomeDts  witk 
th.ise  granted  tO  the  principal  deputy  quarter-master  in  the  precediflg'^ 
solution. 
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On  the  qaestion  for  agreeing  to  allow  the  sum  of  75  dollars  per  month  to 
thei)rincipal  deputy  quarter-master  to  the  southern  armj. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Clark, 


JIfatsaekutetU,  &Ir.  Patridg^e, 

Osrood, 

Bkode-Jsland,    Mr.  Elfeiy, 

Cornell, 


* 


ay  vac 

noj 

ayj^ay 


Delawaret 


Maryland^ 


S.'Carolinth 


Georgia^ 


Mr.  M<Kean, 
Dickinson, 
Wharton, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  J.  Jones, 
Madison, 
Randolph, 
Lee, 

Mr.  Bee, 
Motte, 
Eveleigh, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
N.  W.  Jonea, 


ay 


*y 


Connecticut^      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Fmnsyhama,  Mr.  Montgomery,    ay 

Clymer, 

AUee, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  by  Mr.  Condict,  to  add  to 
the  foreeoing  resolutions  as  fallows  : 

*<  And  whereas  the  business  of  the  quarter-master  general  being  conside- 
rably lessened  by  the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  army  in  general  by  con- 
tract, and  it  being  at  all  times  proper  to  establish  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
oiRcers,  as  near  as  possible  proportioned  to  their  ranks  and  services  : 

**  Rettolved^  That  for  the  above  reasons,  the  pay  and  allowance  of  the  quar- 
ter-master general  be  reduced  from  3492  dollars  per  annum,  and  rations  and 
all  other  allowances  estimated  at  1904  dollars  per  annum,  to  the  same  pay 
and  allowance  in  future  of  a  major-general."  ) 

On  this  motion  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut, seconded  by  the  state  of  Rhode-Island ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Clark, 


MM$achsu9egi$f  Mr.  Patridge, 

Osgood, 

Rhodt'Mmd,    Mr.  BUery, 

Cornell, 

Connecticut^      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 

yew'York,        Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 

NeuyJenejf^       Mr.  Clark, 

Boudinot^ 
Condict, 

PenmyhatuOt  Mr.  Montgomeiy, 

T.  Smith, 
Clymer, 
AUee, 


ay 


ay 


Detaivaref 

Maryland^ 
VtrgimOf 

GeotgiOf 


Mr.  M'Kean, 

Dickinson, 

Wliarton, 
Mr.  Hanson, 

Carroll, 
Mr.[  Madison, 

Randolph, 

Lee, 
Mr.  Middleton, 

Eveleigh, 
Mr.  Telfair, 

N.  W.  Jonea^ 


ayW 

ay  3 

ij;jay 

ay) 
ayS-ay 

*yj 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


TUESDAY,  March  19,  1782. 

The  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  lieut.  Powers, 
late  of  the  r^ment  of  artillery  artificers,  delivered  in  a  report ;  Whereupon^ 

Ordered^  That  the  comptroller  adjust  the  account  of  lieut*  Alexander 
Powers,  late  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers,  for  pay  up  to  the  dlst  of 
May  last,  it  appearing  from  a  certificate  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  that  he  did  duty  therein,  and  was  not  officially  notified  of  his  dis- 
tnisaion  from  the  service  until  that  time. 

Oa  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.'Montgomery,  Mr.  Wolcott, 
infl  Mr.  Scott,  appointed  to  prepare  a  recommendation  to  the  several  states, 
to  set  apart  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer : 

Congress  agreed  to  the  following  proclamation : 
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The  goodness  of  the  ^apreme  Being  to  all  his  rational  creat«res,  ^fxuxAi 
their  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  and  love;  his  absolate  goverotte&t of 
this  world  dictates,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  everj  nation  ami  people  ir 
dently  to  supplicate  his  favor  and  implore  his  protectitin. 

When  the  lust  of  dominion  or  lawless  ambition  excites  arbitrary  pew 
to  invade  the  rights,  or  endeavor  to  wrest  from  a  people  their  sacred  andii- 
valuable  privileges,  and  compels  them»  in  defence  of  the  same,  to  encooiier 
all  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  a  bloodj  and  vindictive  war;  then  isik 
people  loud] J  called  upon  to  fij  unto  that  God  for  protection,  who  beantL< 
cries  of  the  distressea,  and  will  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  suppliatioDi'i 
the  oppressed. 

Great-Britan,  hitherto  left  to  infatuated  councils,  and  to  pursue  measQm 
repugnant  to  her  own  interest,  and  distressing  to  this  country^  still  pet^'ti 
in  the  design  of  subjugating  these  United  States ;  which  will  compel  usm 
another  active  and  perhaps  blo«idy  campaign. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  therefore*  takine  into  conn^f 
ration  our  present  situation,  our  multiplied  transgressions  of  the  hoi}  i»<» 
of  our  God,  and  his  past  acts  of  kindness  and  goodness  towards  u&,  *j  c: 
we  ought  to  record  with  the  liveliest  gratitude,  think  it  their  indispen^^i)' 
duty  to  call  upon  the  several  states,  to  set  apart  the  last  Thursday  in  Apm 
i^ext,  as  a  day  of  fastiojg.  humiliation  and  prayer,  that  our  joint  sappHcat:?") 
may  then  ascend  to  the  Throne  of  the  Ruler  of  the  Univerae,  beseecniagHlc^t^ 
difiuse  a  spirit  of  universal  reformation  among  all  ranks  and  degreca>  of  «•: 
citizens ;  and  make  us  a  holy,  that  so  we  may  be  a  happy  people ;  ua 
it  would  please  Him  to  impart  wisdom,  integrity  and  ttoantmity  to  oor  c«i:- 
sellora;  to  bless  and  prosper  the  reign  of  our  illustrious  ally,  and  give  ^'' 
cess  to  his  arms  employed  in  the  defence  of  the* rights  of  human  nature;  u: 
He  would  smile  upon  our  military  arraogementa  by  laud  and  sea ;  tdn^ce 
ter  comfort  and  consolation  to  our  prisoners  in  a  cruel  captivity ;  protect  u< 
health  and  life  of  our  commander  in  chief;  graut  us  victorj  over  our  w^^^ 
establish  peace  in  all  our  borders,  and  give  happiness  to  all  our  iohabiut-;* 
that  he  would  prosper  the  labor  of  the  nusbandman,  making  the  earth  fiti 
its  increase  in  abundance,  and  give  a  proper  season  for  the  iDsatherincot  t^ 
fruits  thereof;  that  He  would  grant  success  to  all  engaged  m  lawful  tnic 
and  commerce,  and  take  under  nis  guardianship  all  schools  and  semiovi^ 
of  learning,  and  make  them  nurseries  of  virtue  and  piety ;  that  He  f>^^ 
incline  the  hearts  of  all  men  to  peace,  and  fill  them  with  utHrersal  chtn^ 
and  benevolence,  and  tliat  the  religion  of  our  Divine  Redeemer,  with  ^i  i^ 
benign  influences,  may  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  seas 

Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  &c.  &c. 

On  a  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livernsore,  Mr.  Madi^ 
and  Mr.  Clark,  to  whom  was  committed  a  report  on  a  letter  of  the  S5U}  ^ 
February  from  col.  T.  Pickering,  quarter-master  general  t 

It  being  represented  to  Congress,  that  in  consequence  of  an  opimoseB- 
tertained  by  individuals,  with  whom  debts  have  been  contracted  by  ^^^ 
and  servants  of  the  United  States,  forsupplies  furnished  and  services  ren^f^ 
to  the  said  states,  that  the  said  officen  and  servants  were  persooaU?  li»>» 
therefor,  divers  suits  have  been,  and  others  probably  will  be,  iostitttm 
whereby  such  officers  and  servants  may  be  exposed  to  great  trouble  ^^^}] 
pense,  in  cases  where  the  failure  to  discharge  their  contracts  hath  proceed 
from  the  deficiency  of  the  advances  received  by  them,  from  the  public  tnt 
sury  ;  and  Congress  having  by  their  resolution  of  the  2d  of  November  Ip* 
provided  for  the  redemption  oY  certificates  for  supplies  and  services  tSi^ 
to  the  United  States,  by  resolving  to  accept  the  same  from  the  itate$  P^ 
ducing  them,  in  payment  of  balances  due  on  former  reqututioas;  <v"*'/ 
subsequent  resolutions  having  directed  the  appointment  of  comoiissiooe** 
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Sor  liquidating  and  settliug  all  such  certiticates,  and  other  demands  against 
Khe  Uinted  8tatc»ia8  also  commissioners  for  .settling  inallv  the  acctnints  of 
the  aforesaid  officers  and  senrants,  wherebj  it  will  appear  in  what  cases  non- 
payments of  the  debts  contracted  by  them  hath  proc^^eded*  from  uiisnppli- 
nation  of  public  moneys  advanced  to  them  ;  and  Congress  having  moreover 
wcommended  to  the  several  legislatures  to  make  the  necesMiry  provision  for 
the  speed  V  and  effectual  recovery  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  all  ba- 
lances which  shall  be  fbond  due  trom  sQch  officers  and  servants : 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  severil  states,  to  make  auitable  provision  for  staying  all  suits  which 
lave  been  brought,  and  preventing  future  suits  by  incfividuals  against  the^ 
iforesaid  officers  and  servants,  for  debts  contracted  by  them  fur  supplies 
furnished  or  services  rendered  to  the  United  States : 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  resolution  contained,  shall  be  con* 
(trued  to  imply  an  opinion  in  Congress,  that  the  aforesaid  officers  and  ser* 
rants  of  the^  United  States,  are  oersonally  liable  for  any  debtb  contracted 
^y  them  for  the  use  and  benefit  or  the  said  states. 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  at  war, 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  September, 
1780,  as  estabHshes  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  regimental  surgeons  and  their* 
nates,  be,  and  hereby  is,  repealed  : 

That  in  future  the  pay  of  a  regimental  fturgeon  shall  be  59  dbltars  per 
month,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  draw  three  rations  per  day,  and  forage  at 
leretoiore ;  and  that  the  pay  of  a  resimental  surgeon's  mate  be  in  future  40. 
lollars  per  month,  and  he  be  entitled  to  two  rations  per  day* 

Ordetedj  That  Mr.  Hawkins  have  leave  of  absence* 

WEDNESDAY,  March  20,  1782* 

A  letter,  of  the  18th,  from  gen.  Washington,  was  read,  informing,  that  he 
sropoiies  to  set  out  for  the  army  on  the  North  river ;  Whereupon, 

Aesoived^  That  he  be  informed^  that  Congress  will  admit  him  to  an  au- 
li^Bce  of  leave,  to-morrow  at  half  after  ten. 

FRIDAY,  ^orcA  26, 1782* 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dee,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Cornell,  to  whom 
nrere  referred  a  letter  of  the  21st  of  February,  from  brigadier-general 
Moultrie,  and  a  motion  respecting  brigadier  general  Knox,  rqMirt,. 

That  they  have  considered  jtha  same,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  request 
>f  general  Moultrie  ia  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  granted,  and  they 
ire  the  more  confirmed  of  its  propriety,  when  they  consider  the  contents 
»f  president  Hancock's  letter  of  the  2<2d  of  July,  1776,  and  president 
ay's  letter  of  the  15th  of  May,  1779,  and  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th 
>f  the  same  month,  therefore  they  beg  leave  to  sabmit  the  followlag  reaolutiim  I 

That  brigadier-general  Moultrie  be,  and  hereby  is  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
i  major-general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  Uke  rank  as  such  from 
he  14th  day  of  November,  1781. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  motion  respecting  the  promo* 
ion  of  brigadier-general  Knox,  is  founded  on  just  principles,  and  report  tbe 
ame  as  their  opinion,  namely. 

Brigadier-general  Knox,  commanding-officer  of  the  artillery,  being  re- 
oromended  by  the  commander  in  chief  by  hi*  letter  of  the  Slst  day  of  Qc- 
ober  last,  to  be  appointed  a  major-general  in  the  armv  of  the  United  States, 
n  account  of  his  special  merit  and  particularly  for  his  good  conduct  at  the 
iepof  Yorktown,in  the  state  of  Virginia: 

jResolvei,  That  brigadier-j^eneral  Knox  be,  and  he  is  hereby  promoted  tv 
lie  rank  of  maior^gpneral  in  the  line  of  the  armv,  sod  that  >w  take  rank 
rom  the  I5th  day  of  November  last.  "  ' 
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A  motion  wai  nade  bj  Mr.  Scott,  seconded  bj  Mr.Motie,  thtt  tbecon- 
Bideration  of  the  report  be  postponed,  in  order  to  nutke  way  for  the  foUov- 
ing  resolution  : 

'<  That  briffadtera^general  James  Clintoo,  William  Moultrie,  LaagUia 
Mcintosh,  and  Henry  Knox,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  ormajors-geaeral" 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Scott, 


no).* 

no? 

no  3 

no> 

noj"" 

no^ 

no5 


I 


no 


no>  J. 


Maryland, 
Virgima% 

S,'Caroiina9 
Georgia^ 


N-Hampthirty   Ifr.  Lirennore, 
MamacMMeMa^  Mr.Patridffe, 

Modt-hhnd,    Ifr.  £lk^' 

Cornell, 
OmnccHcui^      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
J/tiUhT9rk^       Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
NeuhJeney^      Mr.  Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Penmykfama,  Mr.  Mont^meiy,  no 

T.  emith,        nc 

Clymer,  a) 

Auee,  aj 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolation  for  the  promotion  of  bripditf 
general  Moultrie,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scott, 


Mr.  ITKnn, 
Dickuuon, 
Whaitoi^ 

Mr.  Hanson, 
Carroll, 

Mr.  J.  Jonei^ 
Madiaon, 
Lee, 

Mr.  Middletoo, 
Molte, 
Ereleigfa, 

Mr.  TeUair, 
N.  W.  Jonei, 


no 
no 
ty 
no 
no 
tv 

* 

no. 

00) 

*v 

"(» 


no7 

aya 

ay; 


MaryUuidt 


jy,'HampMre,  Mr.  LiTennore, 
MoaaaiAmtu,    Mr.  Patridge, 

Oagood, 
Bhode-HJand,    Mr.  EUeiy, 

ComeU, 
Co/tfitfdicti^      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott^ 
NeW'Ym-k^       Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
NeuyJeneyt      Mr.  Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Pemuyhania,  Mr.  Montgomery,    ay 

Smith, 

Clymer, 

Atlee^ 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  for  the  promotion  of  bripd 
general  Knox,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scott, 


Oeargio, 


Mr.  M*Ke«i, 

Dickinaoo, 

Wharton, 
Mr.  Hanson, 

CairoO 
Mr.  Jonea, 

Madiaon, 

Lbe, 
BCr.  Middleton, 

Motte^ 

EFcleigfa, 
Mr.  Telfidr,  do|i 

N.  W.  Jones,  no( 


jcr 


ayy* 


»y 


Matpmre, 
Mtfyiondf 

S»' Carolina, 
Gtorgiot 


Mr.  M/Kean, 
Dickinson, 
Wharton, 

Mr.  Hanson, 
CanoU, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Madiion, 
Lee, 

Mr.  MMdkllon, 
Motte, 
Evelefgffa, 

Mr.  Telfiir, 


no) 


N.'HamjMrt,  Mr.  Livehnore, 
Maasacnusettt,  Mr.  Patiidge, 

OMood, 
Bkoth-Jklamd,    Mr.  Elfeiy, 

Cornell, 
Cofmeetieuip      Mr.  Law, 

Wolcott, 
New-York,        Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
IfmhJirmyf      Mr.  BoiidiiKit^ 

Condict, 
Penagyhama,  Mr.  Montgomery,    ay 

Smith,  ay 

Clymer,  ay 

AUee,  no 

'  So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  ^ 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Clt*"[*. 
Randolph,  and  Mr.  Evelei^,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  die  900  oi 
October,  1781,  respecting  the  promotion  of  coU  Otho  WiUiams*  rep(rti 


aol 

no^w 
noj 


V.W.Jooes,   no5 
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That  col.  Williaroa  stood  in  the  line  of  promotion  to  be  a  brigadier  in  the 
district  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  under  the  late  reiii;ulation  of  the  army ; 
that  it  appears  from  the  returns  of  the  Maryland  line,  the  troops  of  that  state 
are  divided  into  two  brigades :  that  the  testimonies  in  favor  of  colonel  Otho 
Williams's  merit  are  such  as  deserve  the  particular  notice  of  Congress,  and 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolutiou  : 

That  colonel  Otho  Williams  be  appointed  a  brigadier  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir- 
ed by  Mr.  Scott, 


Ni'EampMret  Hr.  livennore^ 
MattaekuMtttSf  Mr.  Patridre, 

OagOGd, 
Mhoth-hlond^   Mr.  Elleiy, 

Cornell, 
Neub-Ywk,        Mr.  Scott, 

Floyd, 
NeuyJem^y       Mr.  Boudinot, 

Condict, 
Pennajfkania^  Mr.  Mont^meiy, 

Smith,. 

Clymer, 

AUee, 


ay>* 


ay  I 

ay  I 
ay 


ay 


Maryland, 
Oeorgia, 


Mr.  M'Kc^ 
Dickinson, 
Wharton, 

Mr.  Hanion, 
Catroll, 

Mr.  J.  Jonei^ 
Madiion, 
Lee, 

Mr.  Middleton, 
Mottc^ 
Eveleigfa, 

Mr.  TeUair, 

^.  W.  Jones, 


no 


no 


So  the  question  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Telfair,  seconded  by  Mr.  Scott, 

Thut  brieadiers  James  Clinton,  William  Moultrie,  and  Laughlin  M'Intosh, 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  majors-general,  and  that  tibey  take  rank  from  the 
14th  day  of  November,  1781." 

On  tlie  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Scott, 


^.-Hampthirt,  Mr.  livermore^  no 

MuaaehuetUf  Mr.  Patridge,  no 

Omooo,  no 

RhMk'Mmdt    Mr.  Elkfy,  no 

Cornell,  no 

ConneeHattt       Mr.  Law,  no 

Wolcott,        -  no 

If^ew-Torkt        ^-  Scott, 

Floyi 
JSTew-Jeney,      Mr.  Condict, 
jPenn^haidih  Mr.  MontgooMiy,    ay 

Clymer, 

Atlee, 

So  the  question  was  lost. 


[: 


i 


no 


no 


no 


no>"^ 
ayUy 

*yj 


Delaware^ 

&*Car»2mo, 
Gtorgiap 


Mr.  MKean, 
Dickinson, 
Wharton. 

Mr.  Hanson, 
CaiToU, 

Mr.  J.  Jones^ 
Madison, 
Lee, 

Mr.  Middleton, 

Eveleight 
Mr.Telfiur, 
K.  W.  Jones, 


no 


TUESDAY,  March  26, 1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell, 

Resolvtdj  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  January  ISth,  1780,  re* 

Siecting  Mr.  Gaivan,  as  directs  that  he  be  employed  in  the  inspectorship,  at 
e  commander  in  chief  shall  direct^  be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

On  a  report  from  the  secretary  at  war,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
col.  Carrington  to  the  quarter-master  general, 

Besolved,  That  the  quarter-master  with  the  southern  army  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  to  raisoi  on  the  best  terms  possible,  a  corps  of  pioneers, 
consisting  of  SO  privates,  under  such  officers  now  in  public  pay,  as  he  may 
think  proper  to  anpoint,  to  be  gotemed  by  the  articles  of  war,  and  to  con- 
tinue on  the  establishment  one  year>  unless  the  senrice  will  admit  of  their 
being  sooner  discharged. 
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WEDNESDAY.  March  27,  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  seconded  bj  Mr. Cornell, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  at  war  make  returu  to  Congreaa  of  the  oC- 
ters  employed  in  the  qitarter-maater'a  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Osgood,  seconded  by  Mr.  Boudinot,  t 

(MereA,  That  the  secretary  at  war  make  return  to  Congress  of  themivlKr 
of  general  officers  which  the  commander  in  chief  judg<»s  necessary  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  field,  in  the  main  and  separate  armies,  and  io  th^  diferent  parti 
of  the  United  States. 

SATURDAY,  March  50,  1?82. 

l*he  eomroittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  M*Rean,  Mr.  Boodioot,  and  Mr.  Lav, 
to  whom  were  referred  an  ordinance  for  estabiishine  a  court  of  appeals,  a/id 
the  form  of  a  law  to  be  passed  by  the  several  states  Tor  regulating  the  CAtrti 
of  admiralty,  delivered  in  the  draught  of  an  ordinance  for  establishing  i 
court  of  appeals,  which  was  read  a  first  time  : 

Ordered,  That  Taesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  second  reading. 

The  said  committee  also  reported  the  form  of  a  law  to  be  recommended  ta 
the  states  for  regulating  the  courts  of  admiralty  : ' 

ihrdered.  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  this  forv. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Buadinot  have  leave  of  absence. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee^  consisting  of  Mr.  Cornell,  Mr.  Boudioot, 
and  Mr.  M*kean,  to  whom  was  referred  a  nyott  from  the  secretary  at  war. 
ia  a  reward  fur  apprehending  deserters,  and  who  were  directed  to  confer 
with  the  superintendent  of  finance  and  secretary  at  war  on  the  aitl^ect: 

Xesolvedi  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  statea  respective* 
ly  fo  pass  laWs  giving  a  reward  of  eight  dullars  to  any  person  or  persons, 
who  snail  apprehend  and  safely  secure  in  the  next  county  gaol,  or  such  other 
placd  as  the  etecutive  in  each  state  shall  direct,  any  prisoner  of  war  taken 
from  the  enemy,  who  has  escaped  from  the  place  of  his  confineaseDt,  and 
one-eighth  of  a  dollar  p^r  mite  for  travelling  expenses  to  the  said  ga^  ai«a 
five- ninetieths  of  a  dollar  per  day  for  the  snMstence  of  each  prisoner  white 
con  filled  ;  all  the  above  sums  tone  paid  by  the  state  in  which  oie  priaooeror 
prtooners  shall  be  confined,  and  repaid  to  the  state  kdvancinjg  the  mooey  ai 
aforeaaid  by  tfie  auperintendent  of  finance,  oh  the  accounts  being  transmitted 
toUai  properly  authenticated. 

And  whereas  the  legislatures  of  some  of  the  states  may  not  be  i«  scum 
for  some  time  after  this  recommendation  reaches  the  state ;  ft  is  therefore  re- 
solved, that  until  the  legislature  shall  ait,  ali  sums  of  money  advanced  by  the 
treasurer  of  such  state,  by  direction  or  advice  of  the  execotiveantbority  thereof, 
or  otherwise  borne  in  the  first  instance  by  the  person  or  persons  apprehend- 
ing and  securing  such  prisoners,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  shall, 
when  produced  to  the  superintendent  of  finance,  properly  authenticaled,  be 
kafn^ciiately  discharged. 

JUsoivedi  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  several  states, 
to  take  eifectoal  measures  to  prevent  any  persons  from  harbouring,  secreting^ 
Umistin^,  abetting,  <ir  comforting,  any  prisoner  of  war  taken  from  the  ene- 
my, in  making  his  escape  from  tlte  place  of  his  confinement. 
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Bayior,  col.  George,  money  advanced  to,  52. 

'   inquiry  relative  to  his  treat- 
ment by  the  enemy,  81. 
lient.  col.  Washiiwton  to 
take  command  othis  re- 
ffiment,  130. 
capt.  Walker,  nis  resignation  accepted, 

416. 
BayntMiJohoy  pay-master  of  the  western  dis- 
trict, money  advanced  to,  155. 
resigns  bis  appointment, 360, 361 . 
Beatty  John,  comniissuy-general  of  prisooers, 
money  sidvnnced  to,  5, 79. 149. 
^  directionsof  Congress  to,  118. 

his  resignation  accepted,  446. 
Beaamarchais,  M.  de,  letter  from  Congress  to, 

185. 

lHll»4f  exchanM  drawn 

in  favor  of,  299i  300, 

309. 
Bedanix  Charles  F.  lient.  colonel,  152. 
Bedel,  colonel,  his  regiment  disbanded,  137. 
Bedkyw  William,  allowaace  to,  34. 

appointed  an  aodiUir  of  array 
accounts,  197.387. 
Bee  Thomas,. a  delegate  from  South-Carolina, 

464. 
Benson  Egbert,  appointed  procurator  for  Cooi 

gress,  in  New-Tork,  570. 
his  acceptance  notified,  606. 
Bentley  Thomas,  his  applicatran  rejected,  418. 
Benyowsky,or  Beniowski,  baron  cw,  money  ad- 
vanced to,  349. 
not  to  be  employed  in  serrice,  415, 

455,456. 
Bermuda,  application  in  behalf  of  the  island  of, 

269, 270. 
measures  taken  to  supply  the  inhabit- 
onU  of,  978. 279, 515. 
Betsey,  claim  of  the  U.  States  relinquished  to  a 

share  in  the  brigantine,  488. 
Biddle  Edw.  a  delegate  fimn  Penniylvania,  134. 


Bigehiw,  m».}or,  direeied  to  settle  his 


to  deliver  n|»  the  ehrtking  ie 
his  posaesaion,  96. 


his  posaesmon,  ao. 
BUboa,  goods  shipped  io  the  0 .  States  fromi.  469 
Baisofcredit,Bames  of  signets  of,  10,  It,  X^ 

18, 73,  m,  251,  »i,  2r74,  SS 
295,928,934,338 
emissions  of,  46, 47, 73, 113, 1»4, 
195,  «42,  267,  268,  298, 2U, 
962,  963»  976,  995,  40ft,  4IJ, 

444. 
iaoed  under  the  anthorin'of  tks 

states,  to  be  escfaaagetC  88. 
states  required  In  pay  their  ost 
tasof,  172,  ITS,  174,  175,1^ 


certain  emismosm  of,  tti  be  tskia 
out  of   cireolatioiB    wmd  ex- 
changed, 174, 175^  184,  18b. 
appoiiil«d  for  4r> 


stroyittg,  248.  515. 
farther  tune  allowed  to  brier  n 


,».»ci.».is  of.  317, 318»  319,44j 
account  to  be  turatabed  and  bejf- 

ation  prescribed  of  the  »hok 

amount  of,  946, 347,  348. 
measures   taken  for   covrictix 

and  proseeotiBi 

of,  468. 
lo  be  examined  aad 

516,  646,  551,  659,  5fl9, 571, 

of  eaehaage,  drauni  in  favor  of  Frencs 

oCeeis,  11^115. 
of  Robert  Brii%c8,  SD7. 
of    M.    Bi  aaiiiM  >  hi  ^ 
«99. 300, 3D& 
of  banm  Stedbea,  4Sf 
of   WiUiaas     Binghn, 
438,  i3» 
of  lient.  col.  de  Boom, 

44& 


of  capt  Paachc,  457. 
of  Iteoi.  col.  I>erKk^ 

drawn  ou  John  Jay  nad  Hea- 
ry  Laurens,  396, 4M,  5$I 
drawn  on   Benj.  Fraakfca, 
457, 506,  Mi 
on  what  terms  to  be  sc^c 

415, 4»,  4$: 

sale  of,  suspended,  438. 
disposHmn  of,  512, 519, 5S^. 

525,  531,  661,   555,  o65. 

€10,6i3 
drawn  by  gov.Rntledge  mbc 

accepted  and  pnid|^469. 
drawn  W  aiaj^gen. 

tobefiesmrei(509. 
for  payment  of 


<aos,6aD 

pratestsd|  656, 659.^ 
Bingham  Wm.  to  be  indemniCed  on  aeeenat  of 
the  sale  of  the  brig  Hope  sad 
cargo,  469. 
bills  M*  eaehange  diawa  in  fiwar 

of,  439. 
permitted  to  retna  la  Pbiladfl- 

phia,  499. 
money  advanced  to,  591. 
alk>wanceto,705. 
Blaine  Ephraiffl,  appointed  oommi 

of  purchases,  407, 592. 
directionsof  Congress  to,  599. 

Blair,  rev.  Samuel,  brigade  clmplaia,  457. 


BUaelwrd  Eli«,  mini  fait  CMiinuiiaB,  16. 

Btaiul,  col.  Tkeodorick,  noHj  idiaiKBil  to,  66. 

f^n  u  bii  ngimcnl  or- 

dued  ID  Smih-Cuv- 

Uaa, 410. 

h  iareiifuUM  kccepled , 


t   daligata    from   Vir- 
{ruwd    Imis    or    ab- 


nctioBi  u  ibe,  X33,  143,  Z49, 
S71,  £Td,  194,  313,  314,  36t, 
363,  317,  3St,  406,  407,  VM, 
409,  410,  414,  416,  426,  427, 
441,  441,  iHt,  463,  464,  466, 
467,  476,  600,  Ut,  J04,  fi07, 
603,  Sit,  S13,  S16,  Sil,  033, 
939,  640,  6»,  MO,  sn,  681, 
593,  6IS,  616,  6IG,  610,  6S3, 

630,  634,  637,  641,  646,   G47, 

631,  657,  669,  660,  661,  661, 
663,  669,  G8t,  683,  686,  6e7, 

690. 
rcpoiti  from  the,  t,  9, 13,  IB,  15, 
33, 34,  37,  ffi,  U,  60,  61,  63, 
68,76,79,00,81,84,  88,96, 
103,  108,  114,  113,  134,  IIB, 
119,  131,  131,  140,  146,  149, 
ISl,  163,  168,  169,  163,  100, 
101,  116,116,133,143,  143, 
346,  346,  S47,  346,  154,  173, 
174,  177,  3IU,  310,  314,  316, 

316,  319,  310,  311,  aa,    323, 

317,  333,  630,  339,  346,  347, 
349,  360,  361,  360,  370,  376, 
376,  377,  379,  381,  3tU,  386, 
391,  39B,  399,  4CK,  408,  410, 
411,  414,  418,  433,  437,  449, 
466,  470,  473,  476,  4EB,  498, 
499,  600,  601,  606,  606,  ±07, 
file,  617,  530,  646,  666,  660, 
661,  661,  663,  671,  511,  677, 
678,  680,  681,  691,  693,  696, 
601,  608,610,  611,  616,  611, 
619,  633,  616,  619,  63U,  631, 
631,  634,  639,  640,  641,  644, 
661,  666,  661,  669,  661,  663, 
671,  674,  675,  676,  677,    BffT, 

689.  690,  694. 

mosey  adnuictd  to  inc,  16,  93, 

161,  166,  600,  660. 

billi  of  nchanfs    adirucHl   (o 

llie,  16,  93jl6I,  166,  60O,  66Q. 

Kbo  are  iHit  memben,  aad  t4 
two  membenof  Coninn,  lOS. 


381,' SM,  4lS. 


aaUriai  of  officen  or  \bt,  379, 


■ooaaD 

1,411,473. 

eb«s«« 

ihibiied  aniut  Iba, 

618,619. 

dotdwaM 

,  irroreDcBi  and  di- 

3^  It 

,W;U; 

30,5 

l,6>>61>H> 

69;  6( 

76,  n,  19, 

80,83 

91,  93,  94, 

Ik''- 

11,116,    11, 

7,  130,    34, 

U7, 

J,  144,    4S, 

1«7, 

I'lS-'^v 

commuso        apporn^,^^, 

sccrcUry  wi>aLiiled,4D1,  409, 
473. 
•ml  of  the,  466. 

l)ie,410,4r  -     "3,447, 

464, 466, «  6,498, 

901,  £06, 61  9,561, 

669,606,6  a. 

leponifioinll  0,459, 

465.487,a  0,646, 

,'>B4,605,6;  7,631, 
642,660. 

io  lake  charge  and  di^iOM  ef 


diicDBiu.md,661,666. 
II.  de,  paid  for  twelve  graalhi,  apd  dii- 
I  fiDn  the  public  urviee,S47, 
rge,depuliKcreury  ofCoacreMiSSZ, 


INlffiX. 


Bond  Tbomas*  purveyor  of  the  Reoeral  hospital, 

lo  settle  accounts  for  salaries,  674.  ^ 
Bonds  to  be  citen  by  ooatunaiiderB  of  private 

armed  vessels,  453. 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  prize  money  to  be  paid  to 

the  officers  alkl  crew  of  the  frigate,  734. 
BoDoeville,  chevalier,  appointed  ensign,  438. 
BonstaHen,  buon  de,  his  application  not  com- 
plied wiui,  398.  ^ 
Borden  Joseph,  his  memorial  rejected,  446. 

John,  to  endorse  new  billsof  credit,  fi06. 
Boreman  Jobn,payma8terof  the  western  district, 

361. 
Boston,  to  other  |)arts  of  Massachnsetts,  prison- 
ers of  war  to  be  removed  from,  53. 
British  fleet  appear  off  the  harbor  of, 

64, 171. 
proposal  to  fortify  tlie  harbor  of,  64, 171 . 
report  on  an  addressof  the  merchants  of, 

330. 
to  South-Carolina,  three  frigates  or- 
dered from,  387. 
Boadinot  Elias,  a  delegate  from  P?ew-Jerwy, 

money  advanced   to,   as   late 
commissary  general  of  pri- 
sonersj  149. 
Boaa^ allowed  to  recruits  mlisted  for  three  years, 

or  duriiu;  the  war,  38,  84. 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 

of  Pennsylvania.  114. 
to  Virginia  and  iHorth-Caro- 

lina  troops.  237. 
to  able  and  ordinary  seameo,488. 
Boyd,  rev.  Adam,  appointed  brigade  chaplain, 24. 
Boyer,  Peter,  enoorser  of  new  bills  of  credit,  615. 
Bradford  JobUi  continental  agent  at  Boston,  in- 
structions to,  370,  616. 
bis  conduct  approved  by  Con- 
gress. 506. 
durectea  to  sell  property  of  the 
United  Suites,  535. 
Thomas,  summoned  to  attend  Congress, 

130. 
W.  deputy  commissary-generalof  mus- 
ters, his  resignation  accepted,  242. 
Bradley'Stephen  R.  notified  to  attend  Congress, 

620.. 
Brag  John  vs.  sloop  Dove,  appeal  in  the  case  of, 

466. 
Braxton  Carter,  proceedings  of  Congress,  325, 

326. 
brigantine,  conngnmentof  the, 

sale  of  tobacco  on  board  the,  62. 
Bnyman,  comet,  his  resignation,  accepted,  661. 

money  advanced  to,  561 . 
Breach  of  paroles,  proceedings  of  Congress  re- 
specting, 602. 
Breariy.  Iieut.  col.  David,  his  representation  not 

complied  with,  326, 327. 
Brevet  commissions  issued  to  French  oiBcers, 

182,  201. 

not  to  be  granted  witliout  the 

consent  of  n  ine  states,208. 

Brewer,  Jonathan,  capt.  lieuL  his  resignation 

accepted,  197. 
Brico  Mr,  brevet  Iieut.  colonel,  104. 
Bridges  Robert,  to  be  furnished  with  billsof  ex- 
change, 207. 
Brigade-chaplains,  allowance  to,  42. 

arrangement  of,  617,  631. 
Brigadiers-general,  returns  o^  144. 

nominatea   and    appointed, 
169, 170, 180. 
rank  establhhedof  four,  418. 
number  of,  623.  I 


^■^ 


Br  i^t  George,  soperimcwIcBt  of  paper  for  hn»» 

omce  certificates,  1 1. 
Bridgny,  nwrqoia  dm,  appointed 


WariiiBgiM,  191. 


BritiA 


lina,f49. 
ivBy  w<t|Msiiionef  the,  at,  4L 

46,4fc 

ptyclamaiias,  89, 9>. 

Ctoagms,  90, 91. 
fleet  appear  in  the  river  Delaware,  tt. 
off  the  harbor  of  Bssiaia.  H. 


off 
any 


in  the  Clicatpeake  Bof ,  SN^ 

23Sl 
army  at  York  and  GlniieBiim,  Virgiai^ 
surrender  of  the.  679. 
Broodhead,  col.  thanks  of  Congreaa  to,  381. 

blank  coauniMMS  OMK  to^  44ft 

to  be  supported  aa  i  f— inandi^ 

oflicer  at  Pittifearg,  449. 

Brooks  David,  vs.  schooner  Hope, 

case  of,  47. 
Brooghton  Nicholson,  his  applieatiQa 


Brown  J.  secretaiy  of  the  boardof  i 
Jesse,  his  account  to  he  , 

further  alh>wance'  to,  980. 

continued  as  an  expiean  rider,  445. 

Joseph,  surgeon,  gmntMl  Innvn  of  ah> 

sence,  600. 
John,  report  on  a  memorial  of.  229. 

a  deserter^  recoaaModed  to  iht 
mereyofCoi 


William,  physieiaa^nenl,  hit 
tioo  accepted,  496. 
Brush,  ensign,  his  rpsignatioa  accepted,  273, 
Biyan  Gcoiige,  appointod  a  eommissioner  «l 
board  of  admiralty,  4l07. 
declines  acceptance,  409. 
Bcyson  James,  asaistant  or  clerk  to  Ika  potb 

master  general,  716. 
Buchanan,  captain  Thomas, 

cepted,376. 
Budden  James,  his  mceaorial  rejected,  448. 
Bulhxkjoseph,  oommanioner  for  extim  I 

of  ncconnt8,466. 

declines  the  appoinfeni,  415. 

Boigen  Elisabeth,  annual  nllowanee  to,  660l 

Burgoyoe,  British  Iieut.  general,  and  his  amnr, 

proceedings  on  a  reqoiskioa  lor  ilie 

removal  of,  39,  44^ 

46,46. 

aoiyect  to  be  caled  ler 

offered  in  excbnnfe  fi»r  Hcaiy  Lnn- 
reos,  633,669. 
Baike,  capt.  Wi  lliam.  enquiry  into  bis  ciendtty'O. 
Thomas,  a  delegato  from  r^orth-Caralins, 

39, 40, 164^  409^  6K. 
greeted  leave  of  absence,  610. 
Burnet  William,  chief  physician  and  ssagemisf 

the  bospiuls,  593. 
Borrall  Jonathaa,  comntissiooer  for 

ber  of  accounts,  466. 
Butte rfield,  Iieut.  Benjamin,  hi 

cepted,  626. 
Byers  James,  cannon-foonder, 
«rith,659. 


INDEX. 


ivt 


C. 


Cadwallader  John,  brigiidier-geDeraly  and  com* 

mauder  of  earalry,  61, 
dccKoes  the  apfwintment,65. 
«ol.  Lambert,  his  restgnatioa  ac- 
cepted, 188. 
Cachaawasaa  ladjana  to  be  protected,  672. 
Catdwell  ^orael,  hisaccoants  to  be  8ettled,663. 
Cambray,  laaat.  col.  du,  ordered  to  South-Caro- 
lina, 96. 
ordered   to  Baltimore, 
and  from  thence  to 
North-Carolina,  194. 
Camden,  South-CaroUaa,  proceedings  of  Con- 

gresv  relative  lo  a  batde  at  or  near,  536. 
Campbell  Donald^  his  accoonts  to  be  settled,  677. 
John,  his  Hpplicadon  rejected,  28. 
colonel,  bis  spirited  conduct  at  King's 
Mountain,  547. 
Camp  equipage  to  be  provided  for  the  army,  497. 
10  be  furnished   the   southern 
armv,  679. 
GanadaaB  refucees  in  New-York,  order  for  the 
relief  of,  546. 
voluoteers,  their  pay,  &jC.  to  cease,  678. 
Capitaine,  brevet  maior,  bdl  of  exchange  drawn 

m  favor  of,  114.  116. 
Captures,  pro<:eedings  respecting,  970, 671, 672. 
oy  water,  ordinances  of  Congress  re- 
laiave  lo,  686, 687, 696  to  699, 709, 

726,727,728. 
Carleton  Joseph,  secretar?  and  pay-master  to 
the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  380, 381,  578. 
Garilsie,  earl  of,  (see  Britith  Cammutionert,) 

in   f^na^lvaaia,   military   post   esta- 
blished at,  550. 
regulaiion  of  artil- 
lery artificers  at, 
603. 
Ourmicliael  William,  charges  Silas  Deanc  with 

misappKcation  of  monev, 

6%. 
directed    to   attend   Con- 
gress, 66,  69, 74,  76, 80, 
81,89. 
examined  on  oath,-  65, 74, 

76,81. 
a  delegate  from  Maryland, 

127. 

his  information  relative  to 

foreign  aifairs,  266. 

Carpenter  and  gonner^s  mates,  al  lowance  to,  124. 

CarringtOD,  lieut.  col.  Edward,  proceedings  re- 

btive  to,  110. 
deputy  quarter-master  ge- 
neral for  the  southern 
army,  558. 
Carroll  Daniel,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  576. 
Carson  Joieph,  and  others,  money  advanced  to, 

630. 
Carter,  lieut.  Joba,his  resignation  accepted,146. 
Caswell,  governor,  to  have  the  rank  and  pay  of 

major-general,  67. 
Cattle,  inspector  of,  authorised,  40. 
Cavalry,  allowance  for  subsistence  to  officers  of, 

349. 
encouragement  for  raising  and  equip- 
ping volunteer,  504, 505. 
Celeron  Lewb,  money  advanced  to,  206. 
Census  of  white  inbabitaats,  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  a,  691. 
Cerouio,  Ste|Aen.  settlement  of  his  aecountB,620. 
Certificates  issueo  by  the  quarter-master  general, 

be.  proceedings  respecting,  511,  512. 
Cession  and  relinqpishmest  ei  western  territory, 

582  to  586. 


Chace,  ship,  to  be  fitted  out  for  sea,  35. 

sale  ordered  of  the  hull  and  caiigo 
of  the,  517. 
Chambers.of  accounts,  authorised  and  appointed, 

58.  59,  U2, 466. 
to  make  a  fair  statement 
of  accounts,  671. 
Champion,  col.  appointed  barrack-master  to  the 

French  army,  bl5. 
Chapman  Nathaniel,  hb^rvices  dispensed  witb» 

516. 
Charleston,  South-Carolina,  Virginia  troops  or- 
dered to,  330. 
Charlottesville,  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  pri- 

fioneri  of  war  to  be  removed  to,  91,306. 
Cbeever  Ezekiel,  his  services  at  Spriagfieldi 

Massachusetts,  dispensed  with,  500. 
Chemung,  measures  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
occupying  a  post  at,  87. 
reasons  for  not  undertaking  an  expe- 
dition against,  106. 
successful  expedition  against  hostile 
Indians,  communicated  from,  376. 
Chesapeake  bay,  the  enemy's  fleet  discovered  in 

the,  274, 275. 
Chew  Samuel,  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by,  649. 
Chilborn  Abraham,  intercepted  letter  of,  126. 
China  fidward,  commissioner  of  accounts,  direc- 
tions to,  185. 
appointed  commissioner  of  extra 

chamber  of  accounts,  535. 
his  acceptance  notified,  658. 
gives  information  of  the  deaUi  of 
John  Welles^  558. 
Church, ensign  Reuben,  his  resignation  accepted| 

626. 
Claims  for  services  and  supplies,  how  settled,  612. 
Clajon  William,  money  advanced  to,  505. 

ordered  to  join  the  southein 
army^  505. 
Clap  Preserved,  proceedings  of  Congrcis  relative 

to.  580. 
Clark  John,  auditor  of  army  accpunts,  his  re* 
signation  accepted,  385. 
Abraham,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey, 

135,  427, 671. 
Joseph,  endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit,  566. 
Clarke  Thomas,  nominated  brigadier  gen.  169. 
Clarkson  Matthew,  cammissioner  of  chums,  hm 
resignation  accepted,  9. 
major,  refuses  to  obey  a  sommona  of  « 
the  executive  council  of  Peon* 
sylvan  ia,  193. 
not  to  leave  Philadelphia,  until 
the  further  order  of    Con- 
gress, 194. 
his  conduct  disapproved,  211. 
ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar  of 

Congress,  233. 
reprimanded  by  the  President, 

234. 
permitted  to  join  the  southern 
army,  234. 
Clause,  lieut.  la,  appointed  brevet  captain,  and 

permitted  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope, 498. 
money  advanced  to,  499. 
Clay  Joseph,  deputy  pay-master  general,  in  Geor* 
gia,  mon^y  advanced  to,  64,  560. 
directions  of  Congress  to,  88,  89, 

346,560. 

authorised  to  receive  a  bahince  in 

the  hands  of  John  L.  Gervai8,285. 

bills  of  exchange  transmitted  to,506. 


Vlll 


INDEX. 


Claypoole  David  C.  appointed  prinun'  to  Co&> 

gress,  247. 
Clearances  of  ressels,  refj^ulations 'for  the,  619. 
Clerks  to  the  audifors  of  the  army,  ^ir  pay  io- 
■    creaaed,  42^  285. 

in  various  offices  of  govenuneot,  allow- 
ance to,  229, 522. 
CliAon  Thomas,  his  depontioa  in  the  case  of 

Cornelius  Sweers,  1. 
Clingan  William,  a  delegate  from  Penosylvania, 

134. 
Clinton  George,  governor  of  New-Yoric,  his 

conduct  approved  by  Con- 
gress, 63,  64, 446. 
payinent  to  be  made  for  provi- 
sions and  forage  taken  by 
orders  of,  193. 
James,  brig,  eeneral,  proceedings  of 

Congress  rebtive  to,  738, 739. 
sir  Henry,  Sricisb  general,  application 
for  pasnorts  made  to,  53. 
reply  of  Congress,  by  their 
secretaiy,  to  a  Mter  from, 
\  73,74. 
representatwn  of,  192. 
requisition,  in  case  of  pa- 
roles, made  to,  193. 
relative  to  prisoners  of  war, 

representation  to,  582. 
proceedings  on  an  intercept- 
ed letter  to.  652, 653. 
Clotluer-gencral,  directions  of  Congress  to  the, 

217, 218, 225, 338,  635, 636, 

717. 
his  department  regulated,  231, 

232. 
to  superintend  the  commissary 

of  hides,  328. 
appointment  of  a,   313,  222, 

329,  612. 

to^ve  bond  and  securir^,  612. 

Clothing  to  be  provided  for  the  army,  25, 36,  64, 

77, 99, 217,  351,  399,  400,  402, 476, 

540, 717. 
at  fort  Scho}'1er,  dii^sition  of,  141. 
payment  to  be  made  for  arrears  of, 

215,216,440. 
accoimts,  4>fllce  of  commissioner   of, 

discontinued,  444. 
to  be  furnished  the  officers  of  the  hos- 
pital and  medical  staff,  449. 
Clymer  George,  a  delegate  from  Pennsvlvania, 

649,  592, 695. 
Coan  Connolly,  permitted  to  return  to  Ireland, 

on  parole,  ^4. 
Cochran  John,  director  of  the  militacy  hospital, 

568. 
Coffee  belonging  to  tlie  United  States,  to  be  sold, 

421. 
Collins  John,  a  delegate  from  Rhode-Island,  111, 

429. 
Colombcy  Mons.  de  la,  bill  of  exchange  drawn 

in  favor  of,  115. 
his  afiplication  for  pro- 
motkm  rejected,  219, 


Commerce, 

SHithorised  to  appoiat  a  ckfi, 

Uf 
diacoBtiniifd,  68S. 
Commissary-genaral  of  prianiicn,  aliowaace  i» 

the,  340, 341. 
to  snake  aMatUrR- 
tmrmm  4ft4^ 

reaigBatioa  of  J.  Beat- 

ty,446. 
appoiatwet  of  Jiisi  iiii 
^^aid  aa,  449. 
mooey    advaaocd  ic 
the,  461^  519. 
of  pmrchasoay   directioa*  « 
Coogreas  to  the.  S, 
fl7,3n,4yi 
ilX 

the   depM 
the,  561, 2 
of  military  atorcsy 
«»  be  mado  of 
vaaoed  to  tbe,  4,  5. 
of  issues  to  mrftoawmtaly  iv> 

turas,4aO. 
of  moatera  awl  bis  MmstoBO 
aUowaaeo  to  the,  482. 
Commissaiy  of  hides,  his  departaeat 


Commission  for  staff  cheers,  Ibna  of  a,  3QS. 

Commissioners  of  claima— 

reports  from  the,  18,90,  2S,  23,  2F. 
29,S4,4S,  50,  JO,  80,  84,  ^, }?, 
106, 107, 120,  128,  140,  146/  \A 

alWwedaclerk,  100. 
Commissioners  on  expenditnrea  of  the  amff  it- 
partments,  426. 
of  clothiagacooaotti  ^fiirnmiamiii 

4K 
of  kMUis,  drafts  foraioaey  en  the. 
3wl6«  tl,  fiyS^SL 
49,  74,  93,  96,   M! 
113,118,123,l;ffi.)«' 
151,155,299,4fi2,i(» 
582,  837,  GSS,  «S 
allowance  so,  for  p^isf 

iBteresi,74. 

iaKroctioBs  of  Coagrea 

to  the,  80,  129,  ITa. 

611,  613 

for  destroying  bilia  of  eredii^  24- 

for  Indian  awirs,  iostracfieas  to 

the,  277,  287, 434,  671. 
of  the  chambers  of  aoco^ts. 


336. 
Colt  Peter,  depoty  commissaiy^eneral  of  pur- 

chiises,  money  advanced  to,  32, 96. 
CoBimerce,  committee  of— 

references  and  directions  to  the, 

25,  35, 44,  48,  62,  67,  76,  85, 

120, 217,  265,  300,  324,  363, 

365,421,452,617,578. 

reports  from  the,  1,  12,  44,  62, 

67,76,81,99,108,364,641. 

money  advanced  to  the,  4,  21, 

28,81,123. 


aonul 
for  the  aiKoilBeaf  aaa  setiaemect 
of  pabftc  aeeoaata,  790,  721. 
792,728,72- 
to  ceileet  praofa  of  the  breach  el 
the  coaveatioa  of  Sarsia^a,  74 
Committee  on  general  orders  rasfwctias  i 
nee  of  inipectoi  gyatral,  I,! 
on  state  laws  ia  oiail  mm 

cases,  1. 
on  the  trial  of  Beajamia  Flowcs-  aarf 
Cornelius  Swears,  1,6. 18, 81,32. 
on  the  ckkthier  geaeial*a<isiuei  mm  st, 

li 
on  a  reaioastrtaee  for  the  rshir 

of  gen.  fiatfoyae'e  ars«T,  15k 
OB  the  stue  of  cooat  ftiasUli  k- 
gw»,15. 


JUDEX. 


ComnutiM  OB  an  applicatioa  of  the  Britiih  na- 
jor«eiicral  Philips,  29. 
orcoaiereoce  withJPenii^lTUiia,29. 
on  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 

United  Suies,  96. 
of  conference  on  the  future  opera- 

thittsof  the  French  fleet,  61. 
Co  prepare  a  letter  of  credence  to  the 
king  of  Fnoce,  66. 
instructions  to  a  minister 
plenipotentiary,  06. 
OB  the  monuDent  to  be  erectMi  for 

general  Warren,  69. 
•n  a  motion  relative  to  count  Pu- 

Uskt's  legion,  64,  66, 74. 
OB  intelligence  relatiTO   to  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  66, 90. 
aa  a  seal  for  the  treasury  and  najy, 

OB  the  setclemeBt  of  accooats  for  sup- 
plies to  the  troops  taken  at  Sara- 
toga. 76. 

of  conference  with  Pennsylvania,  on 
means  of  repelling  the  enemy,  80. 

on  proceedings  of  the  commissioners 
at  Pittsburg,  81. 

on  a  maaifesiD  and  proclamation 
published  by  the  British  commis- 
aioners,  89,90,91. 

for  reiafbrciiig  the  army,  97. 

ou  a  representadon  of  New-Jersey, 

97. 

to  superintend  publications  relative 
to  the  present  war,  102. 

on  unjustifiable  grants  of  paroles  JOS. 

on  the  case  of  tne  setders  at  Wyo- 
ming, 104. 

on  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  quarter- 
master general's  department,  106, 

to  attend  the  board  of  war,  1 13. 

on  allowance  to  managers  of  the 
United  Stales  hMtery,  113. 

to  superintei^  the  commissary  and 
quarter-master's  departments,!  18, 

238, 307,  908. 

OB  affidavits  relative  to  the  conven- 
tion troops,  140. 

on  the  address  of  count  d'Estaing  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  146. 

on  allowanee  to  presidents  of  Con- 
gress, 163;  164. 167. 

for  retrenching  tne  eiqpenses  of  the 
army,  161. 

of  conference  withgenf  ral  Washing- 
t6B,  166, 190, 194. 

OB  a  charge  a^nst  brig.  gen.  Max- 
weU«  for  resisting  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  168. 

oB  the  state  of  the  Pennsylvania 
troops^  170. 

to  apportion  the  quotas  of  taxes  for 
the  eurrent  year,  176,  176. 

OB  informatioB  relative  to  the  com- 
mercial transactions  of  Robert 
Morris,  187, 197, 198, 199,  20O. 

to  consider  the  foreign  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  187,261. 

OB  a  negotiation  with  the  Barbary 
states,  210. 

of  conferaace  with  Pennsylvania,221 . 

to  superintend  the  publication  of  the 
journals  of  Congress,  239. 

for  ladian  aiiisirs,266. 

OB  retreachmenfs  and  teformations 
in  the  execative  depBrtments,  294, 

328. 
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Committee  for  negotiatiag  a  foreiga  Iobb  ofmor 

ney,  294,296. 
oil  disputes  and  animosities  among  in* 

halMtants  of  M .  HHmpahire  grants, 

ZSff ,  Z9o. 
on  the  powers  and  privileges  of  con- 
suls, 301. 
on  the  defence  of  Soath-CaroUim  and 

Georgia,  320. 
for  the  purchase  of  ground  on  which 

public  buildings  are  erected,  329. 
to  prepare  a  circular  letter  to  the 

states,  336, 337, 338. 
on  a  farther  allowance  to  officen  of 

the  army,  337, 339. 
to  oongratutate  the  sieur  Oerwd,  ob 

the  anniversBiT  of  the  birth  of 

Louis  XVI.  of  France,  342. 
to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 

board  of  war,  347. 
to  superintend  the  funeral  of  William 

H.  Drayton,  349. 
on  the  annual  eleodoa  of  officers  of 

the  treasury  department,  349. 
for  quieting  disturbBnces  arising  on 

New-Hampshire  araots,  350,363. 
on  B  memorial  of  uie  iBOiBBa  land 

company,  369,  360. 
of  conference  with  Penn^lvania,  in 

the  case  of  the  sloop  Active,  369. 
to  apportioB  die  quotas  of  the  states 

on  fifteen  millions  of  doUan,  373, 

^  379. 

.  on  a  memorial  of  Geo.  Morgan,  379. 

OB  a  representation  of  New^ersey, 

376. 
OB  a  day  of  geaeral  thanksgiving, 

376,  377, 378. 
to   superintend   the   funeral  of  J. 

Hewes,  387. 
on  the  offered  recignation  of  major- 
general  SulKvan,  390. 
on  a  mode  of  conveyance  for  Viigi- 

nia  troops  to  join  the  southern  army. 

409. 
OB  estimates  of  supplies  for  the  eur- 
rent year,  412. 
on  damages  to  the  owBenof  the  ship 

Holy  Mart>rs,  418. 
to  superintend  the  expend itnrea  of 

the  staff  departmenu,  440. 
of  conference  widigen.  WaahiBgtoB, 

%So. 

with  PennsylvBBiB,461« 

462. 
on  a  plan  for  the  establishmeBt  of  a 

bank,  470,471, 476. 
on  salaries  of  the  civil  officers  of  ge- 

vernment,  606, 618. 
OB  the  release  and  exchange  of  Hen- 

17  Laurens,  667. 
for  collecting  and  publishing  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  Ike.  &c. 

669. 
of  conference  with  the   executive 

council  of  Pennsylvaaia,  661. 
OB  a  represeatation  relative  to  the 

clodiier's  department,  671. 
on  die  cession  of  western  terriion 

by  Connecticut,  New-Yoili,  and 

Viigioia,  671. 
OB  a  mode  for  aneeunciiw  the  ratii* 

cation  of  the  articles  ofconfederB- 

tion,580,  681. 
on  ail  act  ot  the  legisl^tsiB  of  CoB- 

neeticBt,  694. 


IKDEX. 


Confluttee  to  apportioo  the  aaotaa  oa  one  mtt- 
lioa  five  hundrea  Uioaaaiid  doUar&y 

596,601. 

toapponio«  tke  qoolason  quarter^ 

master  aud  commiasacy'a  certifi- 

eates,690. 

of  coaferencewith  Peiiosylvaoia|630. 

OB  celebratioa  of  the  aaaiTersary  of 

American  iudepeiKJeDce,  641 . 
•■  claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
Hampshire  grants,  1S56,  657,  T29, 

730. 
ofi  the  treatment  of  colonel  laaac 

Haynes,  by  the  enemy,  660. 
to  prqiare  and  report  a  proclamatioo 

tor  a  general  thankyving,  668. 

on  the  nfe  keeping  oTpapers  in  the 

several  offices  ofihe Treasury ,674. 

on  the  sarrender  of  the  ^parrisoos  of 

York  and  Gkwccater,  in  Viiginia, 

679,  682. 

toajpporttoB  the  qootai  of  the  states  on 

eight  millioiis  of  dollars,  683, 684. 

CoHMiiltoea  of  the  whole  house,  orivate  aodiences 

given  by  Congrem,  in,  SOO.  zOl . 
**  Commoa  Sense  to  the  pubtic^on  Mr.  Deane's 

affairs,"  puUicatioa  under  the  title  of,  177. 
Comptroller  of  the  treaaary,  aathorized  and  ap« 

pointed,  111,  666, 607, 672, 

675, 
references   and   directbns  to 
the,  688, 730, 735.  * 

Compty,  Dions,  his ^>plication  rejected,  ^^iXj^- 
Coomct,  Mr.  a  delegate  from  New-Jeisev,  69^ 
Confedcmey,  frigate,  cosMnaader  of  the,  ap- 
pointed, 68. 
Conladaration,  in  behalf  of  the  stfttes.  delegates 
audio rized  to  sign  the  articles 
of,  SOI,  S02, 209, 280, 281 ,  283, 

576,577. 

articles  of,rati£ed  aad  anooiinced, 

576,577,580,581. 

entered  oa  the  Journals 

of  Congress,  586  to 

.  591. 

^^oagrev  diroet  Comelios  Sweers  lo  be  closely 

^  confined  in  gnol,  1. 

their  rec«mimeudation  r^dve  to  state 

laws,  1. 
dhrect  Bemamln  Flower  to  be  arrested 

and  connned,  2, 3, 5. 
their  public  audience  to  the  sieur  Ge- 
rard, 5,  6, 7,  8,  9. 
4iffect  the  seisare  of  the  papers  of  Ben- 
Jatfiin  Flower  and  Cornelius  Sweers, 

6. 
their  resolve  respecting  the  late  expe- 
dition minst  Khode-ialand,  10. 
their  thanks  to  gen.  Nelson,  anid  his  vo- 
lunteer corps  of  cavaliy,  11. 
their  deolamlioo  relative  to  Geon^e 
Mnstone,  Britisli  couuniasionerylS, 

14,  15. 
their  regolation  respecting   financial 

Ptisiansty  15, 16. 
their  allowance  to  officers  for  horses 

killed  in  battle,  16. 
their  decision  rclativo  to  paiqwrts  to 

go  into  New-York,  16. 
rescind  their  resolution  of  the  9tb  of 

June  last,  17. 
<firect  an  enquiry  into  the  state  of  the 
hospitalfin  the  eastern  department,  17. 
cobsider  the  state  of  foreign  affairs,  18, 
19,  flO,  21, 22, 26,  29, 59, 65,  69,  74, 
76,80,89,  168,  1€4,  165,  169,  171,  i 
172,251,  252,  256  to  260. 1 


Congreas  reeeiTe  informaiien  firem  SiimBeia*, 

their  reaalve  respectiBg  ku^Aot  w- 

tificales,23. 
their  decivtoa  in  the  cam  •(brind«• 

Seneral  Weedm,  23,  Si 
boriae  the  makuf  Bittsriiii.w 

t ranaponiag  importra  ebtkiof.  'j 
nnthorise  an  armed  navsl  farce  wa- 

noy  the  enemy,  25^  26. 
autlkorise   the  appouttest  of  vi 

courts  of  enqoi^,  aad  eonmmt 

tial,  26. 
their  resolve  relative  to  spplicates  -^ 

fp  within  the  enemy*i  baes,:^ 
thrar  «fcecision  oa  the  appfitatioi :: 

Messrs.  Hodgdoa  aad  Bitmi,^:  a 
regulate  the  qiaantiqr  of  snkki  c» 

posing  rations,  33, 34. 
anthorise  the  prasecaiiBB  of  a  cha 

for  u  ▼eaaci  aad  caifo  nik  n  at 

river  Delaware,  36. 
their  uwunimoat  decimm  ia  the  o* » 

John  Connolly,  36. 
encourage  the  reemitiag  scrrkf.SM 
take  measures  for  a  mppl;  of  ^y 

mum  to  the  eastera  Unlet,  41. 
direct  the  oettlemeat  of  accoaiis  iv 

back  rations,  48. 
their  allownace  ta  brigade-dafl^ 

their  allowanee  to  auditors  of  am;  <- 
counts,  aad  dieir  clerks,  4S. 

direct  a  militia  guard  to  be  Mimti  * 
Philadelphia,  4ft. 

their  resdive  reqiecti^  col.  Prxtiri 
nmment  of  artillery,  tiw 

establish  a  corpsof  Oermai  lolnir^ 


fix  their  hours  of  adjounflieic,  ^ 

day  to  (faiy,  44. 
their  decision  relative  to  tkccoBm^- 

of  Saratoga,  45, 46. 
direct  a  new  cmissiaa  of  htDs<tf  f^' 

authorise  an  increase  of  ooMi»*^ 

booaty,  48. 
direct  clothing  and  Uankcts  i»  be  «^ 

to  the  .tnny,  49. 
approve  of  ceneral  Sulfivm'i  reflc- 

trom  Rhode>island,  fiO. 
approve  of  the  coadnct  of  tke  mf^ 

de  la  Favetie,  50.  . 

approve  of  the  coadnct  of  m]^^ 

ris,  50. 
appoint  a  nhiister  pfeaipottsur  ^ 

the  court  of  France,  53,  ^- 
direct  the  removal  of  the  pri»i««» 

war  taken  at  Saraiofa,  Si. 
Authorise  an  appiicaiioB  fcr  pasr^' 

to  transport  provisioa»  lud  t«e>  •>- 
anthorise  magaxioesof  prsvisioBi  k  ^ 

estalHiBhecl,  63.  _  -_ 

authorise  the  excham»  of  W'Di^ 

Franklhi  for  John  5raaleT,^j 

direct  a  list  df  officeis  and  veu«*»* 

the  navy,  to  be  faraiihed, »  . 
aotliorise  a  new  arranfeii^i  ^  . 

treasury  department,  fi8,  *^»^'^ 
their  resolve  relatire  to  ^s^yP**  • 

regimentdt  piqr-masters,  61. 
information  relative  to  wi^T*'^  . 

of  mooev  1^  Sil«iDesae,  ^'*°^, 
approve  of  governor  Cliatm  s  c*y; 

as  commandant  of  Ihs  fartreuo 

Hadaott  river,  64. 


ININBX. 


BE 


SSBB 


OS 


difMt  WiUinn  Carmicbael  to  »tt«iKJ  at 
the  bar  of  the  houM,  65,  69, 74,  75, 

76,  81. 

direct  William.  Canoiehael  to  be  ex* 
•■lined  on  oath,  66. 

their  allowance  to  Ethan  Allen^  66. 

remWe  to  defend  the  states  ofSouth- 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  67, 68,  93. 

their  proviaioo  for  dinbled  officers  and 
soiaieray  68^  69. 

assign  a  day  for  hearing  Silas  Deaoe, 

69, 75. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  73. 

their  reply  to  a  letter  from  sir  Henry 
Clinton,  73, 74. 

authorise  the  appoiauaent  of  commis- 
sioners on  the  breach  of  the  conven- 
tion of  Saratoga,  74. 

difect  count  Pulaski  to  attend  the  board 
of  war,  77. 

authorise  the  taking  ofprovisions  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  77, 78. 

continue  in  force  the  embargo  on  ei- 
portation  of  proviaicms,  78, 79. 

their  instructions  to  ihe  board  of  war, 

79. 

order  eoont  Pnlaski*s  legion  to  Little 
£gg  Harbor,  80. 

order  count  Pulaski's  1<«ion  to  Sussex 
Court  House,  N.  J.  101. 

direct  an  enquiry  into  the  treatment  by 
the  enemy,  of  lieut  col.  Baylor,  &c. 

81. 

their  resolve  for  suppressing  theatrical 
entertainments,  be.  85,  £». 

tlieir  injunction  to  officers  of  the  army, 

85. 

approve  of  certain  proceedings  of  the 
state  of  Rhode-Island,  87,  88. 

their  directions  to  the  deputy  pay-mas- 
ter general  in  Georgia,  hue.  88,  89. 

theirreoommendataon  to  tlie  eiecutive 
authorities  of  the  states,  90,  91. 

direct  a  removal  of  prisoners  of  war  to 
Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  91.  92. 

their  resolves  respecting  count  d  £a- 
taing,  his  officers,  &c.  93. 

iheir  recommendation  to  the  states,  re- 
lative to  the  valuation  of  lands,  93,94. 

direct  tlie  settlement  of  accounts  of 
officers  and  sokliers  in  hospitals,  be. 

96. 

order  lieut.  col.Cambray  to  Sooih-Ca- 
rulina,  96. 

direct  the  arrest  and  confinement  of 
David  Fnmks,  commissary  of  Bri- 
tish ^soners,  96,  97,  98. 

■ntlionse  a  general  exchange  of  pri- 
souers  of  war,  97. 

permit  the  marquis  de  la 'Fayette  lo 
reuiru  to  France,  98. 

order  seneral  Gates  to  take  the  com- 
manuof  troops  in  the  eastern  de- 
partment, 98. 

direct  the  settlenientof  accountsof  Vir- 
ginia militia,  98. 

direct  goods  and  effects  seised  at  Phi- 
ladelpliia,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
the  army,  98, 99. 

profhibit  the  purchase  of  wheat  for 
forage,  102. 

direct  merchant  vessels  to  be  chartered 
for  public  service,  102. 

their  allowance  to  officers  of  cavalry, 

103. 

direct  the  sbipnent  of  tobacco  for  the 
payment  ol  debts  avdcontracu,  103, 


Congress  reward  Mons.  Tousard  for  his  gallant 
conduct  in  the  late  action  on  Rhode- 
Island,  103. 
authorise  a  new  nrrangement  of  the 

board  of  war,  106. 
establish  the  ssuaries  of  officers  of  the 

treasury  department,  106. 
their  manifesto  against  the  oppressivt 
measuresof  Great-Britain,  be.  107, 

106. 
their  appointment  of  officers  of  the 

treasuiT  domrt- 
ment,  111,112. 
of  a  secretary  of 
the  board  of  war 
and     ordnance, 
113, 116. 
of  commissioners 
of  the  navv  board 
in  the  middle  dis- 
trict, 113. 
permit  foreign  officers  to  leave  the 
ser^'ice  ana  return  to  France,  1 14. 

116. 
their  approbation  of  tin  conduct  of 

John  Laurens,  1 16. 
permit  major  Derick  to  return  to  die 

United  Netherlands,  115. 
request  a  call  of  the  assembly  of  Dela- 
ware, 1 15. 
consider  David  Franks  ns  no  longer  a 

prisoner  of  the  United  States,  1 16. 
recommend  a  day  to  be  set  apart  for 
general  thanksgiving,  117, 124, 125, 

126. 
their  directions  relative  to  the  subaist- 

ence  of  prisoners  of  war,  117. 
refuse  to  comply  with  a  peremploiy 
requisition  of   the  British  admml 
Gambler,  118. 
take  measures  for  the  speedy  depart- 
ure of  two  vessels  from  Feterri^ig, 
in  Virginia,  119. 
consider   a   plan   on   the  subject  of 
finance,  119, 1S2J23, 124, 170, 172, 
173, 174,  176,  277,  279,  289,  294, 
296,  306,  909,  310,  311,312,  313, 
316,  347,  348.  372,  373,  CT2,  673, 
676,  677,  ir78, 593,  696. 
their  directions  to  the  committee  for 
superintending  the  eommissary  and 
(^narter-master's  departmente,  119. 
their  instructions  to  the  governor  of 

Maryland,  120. 
their  resolte  relative  to  John  Connolhr, 

their  approbation  of  the  oondoct  of 

major  Silas  Talbot,  123. 
ftnconrage  seamen  to  enter  into  the  na- 
val service  of  the  United  States, 

123, 124. 

authorise  commissioners  to  be  appoint- 

«d  for  the  exehange  of  prisoners, 

129. 

order  the  attendance  of  brig,  general 

Wm.  Thompson  nt  the  bar  of  the 

Honse,  129. 

their  dii^ctions  to  the  eommissioners  of 

loans  in  the  several  steles,  129. 
declare  brig,  general  Wm.  Thompson 
/^  to  be  guilQr  of  an  insult  to  the  honor 

and  dignity  of  Iheir  body,  and  of  a 
breach  «f  privilege,  131, 167, 168. 
prescribe  rules  and  regulations  for  de- 
termining the  rank  of  officers,  132, 

133, 134. 


tn 
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their  aUowaoce  to  pay-iDaflten  in  lien 
of  ntSoos,  153. 

direct  Wm.  Augustas  Atlee  to  be 
suomioned  as  a  witness  agaiast  brig, 
general  W.  Tbonpsoo,  IM. 

their  resolve  relative  to  colonel  Selh 
Warner's  reeinieat,  137. 

their  letter  to  sUdmiral  Gambier,  138. 

consader  the  proceedings  of  coorts- 
martlal  in  the  trials  of  najor^ene- 
rals  Lee,  Schoyler,  and  St.  Clair, 

140, 144, 147, 158. 

direct  forage  to  be  provided  for  the 
army,  141. 
the  dimosition  of  clothing  at 
fort  acbuyler,  141. 

their  instructions  to  the  conunisrioners 
for  Indian  affairs,  141. 

their  resolve  relative  .to  North>Caroli- 
na  cavalry,  147. 

resignation  of  Henry  Lanrens  as  presi- 
dent of,  150. 

elect  John  Jay  their  president,  151. 

determine  or  a  new  form  of  commis- 
sion to  officers  in  the  army,  152, 153. 

take  measures  for  detecting  and  secu- 
ring persons  of  sospicious  character 
in  Philadelphia,  154.      . 

appoint  a  new  committee  of  commerce, 
and  assign  their  duties,  154. 

their  thanks  to  Henry  Lanrens,  late 
president,  156. 

his  acknowledgments,  156, 157. 

direct  payment  to  be  made  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  their  presidents,  157. 

approve  of  measure  taken  by  the  sieur 
Gerard,  158. 

direct  the  attendance  of  gen.  Wash- 
ington, 160. 

accept  the  apology  of  brig,  general 
Thompson,  168. 

take  measures  for  the  redemption  of 
loans  and  sinking  bills  of  credit,  168 

to  175. 

anthorue  a  contract  for  the  manu&c- 
tare  of  muskets,  swords,  &c.  173. 

determine  the  auotas  of  states  for  the 
payment  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
Un,  17f . 

their  proceedinss   relative    to    John 

Dnnlap  and  Thomas   Paine,    177, 

178,179,180,181,186. 

information  given  by  Henry  Laurens 
to.  179, 180,181. 

direct  an  additional  battalk>n  to  be 
raised  in  Virginia,  179. 

their  regulations  relative  to  ptiaonen 
of  war,  180,  190. 

their  resolve  relative  to  col.  Hartley's 
regiment,  182. 

their  circular' letter  to  the  states,  182, 

1(0, 184. 

their  directions  on  the  enbject  of 
finance.  184,  185. 

theiriifiamMimis  resolve  relative  to  a 
truce  or  peace  with  the  enemv,  184. 

tssoe  new  bills  of  credit  for  tke  ex- 
change of  others,  184. 

their  letter  to  Mons.  de  Beaomarehais, 

185. 

their  direction!  to  the  treasurer  for 
exchange  of  bills  of  credit,  185. 

their  directions  to  die  committee  on 
foreign  affairs  relative  to  Thomas 
Paine,  186. 

their  directions  to  the  pay-master  gene- 
ral andanditonof  amy  a^oouitiylfl?. 


CoogresB  urge  Vininia  aad  ^ionk-Cai«hai  to 
assist  aooth-Caroliaa  and  Geo-;^'^, 

lSS,b4 

raliisa  lo  ooaqihr  with  the  reqaettdf 
major-general  Pbilipa,  189- 

renew  their  resolve  k>r  as  iaqmiry  aa» 
the  eoadnct  of  ThoaMS  Mifllin,  >xst 
qaarter-master  gepend,  189,  I5»> 

eacoorage  the  recnutiog  oerrke,  1^. 

their  directions  to  the  mtd»cak  depan- 
meat,  190, 191. 

their  resolve  relative  so  bacJ^  ratJMS 
doe  CO  the  army,  191, 199. 

Iheir  resolve  relative  lo  Anwriran  serf 
Kitish  <^cefs  iinftgrisli  li  to  hate 
broken  their  paroles,  192,  M9X 

order  payment  for  snpp 


It- 


on  the  west  side 


direct  bills  of  cradit  to  ba 

and  destroyed,  193. 
lUrect  an  anraagemeat  of  the 

sary  and    quarter-master's 

menu  to  the  westvrard,  193. 
information  relative  to  may 

eivea  to,  193, 194. 
order  count  Pulaski  and  his  legioa  b 

Sooth-Carolina,  194. 
issue  more  bills  of  credit,  I9S. 
borrow  twenty  millioaB  of  cfoQare.  a 

an  annnal  inisrest  of  moL  per  erst, 

Ijc 
direct  the  com  commaaded  hk  c-.^m, 

Pulaski  and  colonel  AnsaMl  tt 

recruited,  196. 
permit  colonel  Armaad  da 

return  to  France,  1^. 
take  measnres  for  tl»  relief  of  ia 

distressed   uihabitaats   of    Bhaot- 

Island,  197. 
determine  the  number  of  aadiiMt  sf 

army  acconnts,  197. 
permit  Mons.  de  la  Neaville  to  retsa 

to  France,  197, 198. 
consider  and  decide  oa  coMsseno! 

transactioBSof  Bobert  Morris,  1^ 

199,206 
direct  the  seuleaseat  of 


ta  be 


pay-masters,  200. 
their  directions  to  eoaat  Pnlnski 
col.  Armaad  de  la  Rooerie,  900 


cot.  iirmana  ue  u  nooene,  suu, 
authorize  the  appoiatmeat  of  ai 
specior-feneral  of  the  amy.  SH, 

define  the  duties  aad  powers  ol 


a- 

efine  the  duties  aad  powers  of  tut 
commanding  officer  of  anilkiy,  3r4« 

306 
authorize   the   appointaieBC  sf   SriA 
commissaries  and  coadactors  of  mi- 
*^  litary  stores,  SOij. 
authorise  the  appointmeat  of  a  sw> 

veyor  of  ordnance,  S05,*906. 
issne  more  bills  of  credit,  207. 
their  directions  to   the  treaL 

foans,307. 
to  the  M  * 


mittoe,: 

order  brig,  general  iAlMotk  to  head- 
quarters^ 208. 

their  decision  relative  tn 
and  valeses,  208. 

determine  that  no  brevet  commiiwn 
be  granted  except  with  the  comcbc 
of  nine  states,  208. 

their  directions  rebtive  to  the  eosfss- 
tion   troops  in  Alboaaik 
Virginia,  208. 


UffDEX 


XIO: 


i  order  blaiik  conniiaoiis  U>  be  seiil  to  I  Cong 
the  seveml  states,  SOS.  t 

nosealed  letters  to  be  sent  to  ma- 

isr-general  Lee,  S09. 
e  reAgaation  otaiaiior-general 
XHomas  Mifflin,  212. 

anthorise  the  raising  of  fite  companies 
of  nuigers.S12. 

disapprove  or  the  oegociatioB  of  bills 
ia  New-York,  by  gen.  t^ee,  213. 

take  measures  to  supply  Massachu- 
setts and  Abode-lsiand  with  provi- 
sions, 214. 

authorize  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
missioner to  settle  accounts  for  ar- 
rears of  clothing,  215, 216. 

authorise  an  alteration  of  tlie  appor- 
tionment of  taxes  assigned  lo  R. 
Island,  216. 

their  directions  to  the  quarter-master 
general,  commissary-general  of  pur- 
chases, and  clothier-general,   217, 

218. 

prescribe  the  form  in  which  certificates 
of  offiM»Brs shall  be  given  aad  atothen- 
ticated,  218. 

Mthoiiae  a  cartel  for  the  general  ex 


change  of  prisonen  of  war, 


218, 
219. 


reject  an  application  of  the  chevalier 

de  la  Colombe,  219. 
decide  on  a  libel   in  the    admiralty 

court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  case 

of  the  sloop  Active,  219, 2i0, 221 . 
their  resolves  relative  to  military  com- 

missioas  to  officers,  222. 
their   resolves   relative   to  the  third 

Pennsylvania  regiment,  222. 
direct  the  coniiiiental  infantry  for  the 

next  campaign  to  consist  of  eighty 

battalions.  223. 
authorise  a  boiinty  to  recruits  inlbted 

for  the  war,  229. 
establish  a  corpa  of  engiaeen,  224. 
authoriae  the  sale  of  the  aimed  cutter 

Revenge,  224, 225. 
their  directions  to  the  clothier<<«eneral 

and  quar  er-master  general^  &5. 
add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 

and  orders,  226. 
direct  returns  to  be  made  of  oficcrs, 

kc.  226,  227. 
aaihorise  the  inlistmentof  wagoners 

to  serve  during  the  war,  227. 

order  rescinded,  268. 
their  directioBS  to  issuing  commissa- 
ries, 1227. 
refuse  to  accept  the  resignation  of  ma- 
jor-general Schuyler,  228^  229. 
authonae  a  day  to  be  appointed  for  a 

geaeral  fast,  229, 230. 
aiiUioriae  a  loan   to  Pennsylvania  of 

two  millions  of  doUars,  2W. 
regulate  the  department  of  the  cloth- 

ier-£ener«l,  tSl ,  232. 
their  directions  to  the  commmioners 

for  Indian  affairs,  233, 234. 
their  proceedings  on  a  representation 
of  Pennsyhrania,   234, 

236. 
on  intelligence  rels- 
tive  to  the  views 
and  designs  of  Eu- 
ropean courts,  236. 
direct  the  yeaa  and  nays  to  be  printed 

in  their  journals,  236, 237. 


ress,' approve  of  and:  confiim  baron  Slao- 
oen^s  system  of  r^ulations,  237 

their  instructiojia  to  Virgiuia  and 
North-Carolina.  237. 

rescind  their'  resolution  of  the  24th  of 
July,  1776,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
Bahama  islands,  237,  238. 

direct  the  printing  and  distributing  of 
their  puolic  journals,  239. 

dieir  allowance  to  the  representativea 
of  Joseph  Trumbull,  deceased,  239, 

240. 

approve  of  a  contemplated  expedition 
a|(ainst  the  Seneca  Indians,  242. 

their  resolve  relative  to  Salisbury  iron* 

works,  in  Conuecticut.  242. 
,  permit  major  de  Neuville  to  join  the 
southern  army,  242. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  242. 

grant  commimions  to  chiefs  of  the 
Oneida  and  Tuscarora  tribes  of  In- 
dians, 243. 

their  resolves  on  a  conference  held 
with  Pennsylvania,  243, 244. 

authorize  the  appointment  of  a  court- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  major-general 
Arnold,  244. 

their  resolve  relative  to  baron  Steuben, 

246. 

their  allowance  to  the  clothier^neral 
and  his  assistants,  246. 

direct  a  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Joseph  Trumbull,  deceased,  245. 

their  decision  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Win* 
del,  246. 

authorize  the  purchase  of  necessaries 
for  the  army.  246. 

direct  an  excnange  of  prisoners  of 
war  in  the  southern  department,  247. 

appoint  David  C.  Claypoole  their 
printer,  247. 

their  resolve  in  the  case  of  Archibald 
Steel,  deputy  quarter-master  gene- 
ral, 248. 

appoint  commissioners  for  destroying 
bills  of  credit,  and  fii  their  compen- 
sation, 248. 

their  allowance  to  the  treasnrer  of 
loans,  248. 

direct  a  republication  of  their  vote  of 
thanks  to  malor-general  Lee,  249. 

accept  of  the  ofiered  services  or  volun- 
teers for  the  defence  of  South-Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  249. 

authorize  a  loan  of  arms  from  Virginia, 

249. 

explain  and  enforce  their  resolve  of 
the  21st  of  AumiKt,  1778,  248. 

their  resolve  respecting;  the  exportadon 
of  flour  and  ^in,  250. 

augment  the  mtcn  of  pontafre  on  letters 
and  packets,  252. 
the  salaries  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  post-office  de- 
pailment,  252. 

permit  general  Lincoln  to  retire  from 
the  command  of  the  southern  armv. 

2521. 

authorise  the  inlistment  of  wagoners 
during  the  next  campaign,  253,  261. 

anthorize  the  raising  of  troops  for  the 

defence  of  Rhode-Island,  253,  254, 

255,261,263,266,267. 

accept  the  resignation  of  major-gene* 
ral  Schuyler,  254. 


xir 
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Coogrett  allow  additional  rationi  to  colonels 
commanding  brigades,  254. 
their  declaration  relative  to  commis- 
tioners  of  the  United  States  to  the 
courts  of  Europe)  i55, 
their  proceedings  relative  to  the  bland 
of  Bermuda,  S60,  265. 

add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 
aud  orders,  263. 

authorise  a  farther  emission  of  loan- 
oflice  certificates,  265. 
»  their  proceedings  relative  to  maj.  gen. 

Arnold,  264, 265. 

flirect  a  division  of  nrixe  goods  taken 

by  sundry  vessels,  265. 
their  proceedings  relative  to  Arthur 

Lee,  265, 266. 
allow  the  reasonable  expenses  of  gen. 
Heath's  uble,  ^5. 

their  congratolations  on  the  birth  of  a 
French  orincess,  266. 

isMM  more  Dills  of  credit,  267, 268. 

authorise  a  final  settlement  of  the  ac- 

oonnU  of  the  late  Joseph  Trumbull, 

^  268, 269. 

urge  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
and  Connecticut,  to  complete  their 
Quotas  of  troops,  269. 

autttorise  an  eichamm  of  bills  of  cre- 
dit, 270. 

refuse  to  send  supplies  of  provisions 
toBermuda,269,270. 

order  Virginia  troops  to  South-Caro- 
lina, 271. 

iiige  North-Carolina  to  complete  its 
((uota,  271. 

their  thanks  to  col.  Van  Shaick,  &c. 

271. 

approve  of  the  conduct  of  colonels 
Davies  and  Harrison,  271. 

their  recommendation  to  American 
prisoners  of  war  with  the  enemv, 

271. 

their  information  to  New-Jersey,  271. 

establish  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
eninneers,  sappers,  and  miners^  272. 

establish  the  pay  oi  commissaries  of 
issues  and  quarier>masters,  272. 

eaiablish  the  psy  of  wagon-masters  and 
commissaries  of  forage,  273. 

authorize  gen.  Moultrie  to  take  com- 
mand ofthe  southern  army,  274. 

receive  information  of  the  movements 
ofthe  British  fleet,  274,  275. 

proceedings  thereon,  274^  275. 

their  resolve  relative  to  the  motion  of 
M.Smith,  276,277. 

their  resolve  relative  to  eoottt  Pulas- 
ki's legion,  277. 

their  instructions  to  the  commissioners 
for  Indian  aliairs,  277. 

their  allowance  to  the  adjutant-gene- 
ral and  his  assistants, 27/. 

permit  brig,  general  Mlntosh  to  Join 
the  southern  army,  278. 

take  measures  for  tne  relief  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Bermuda,  27^. 

refuse  to  comply  with  the  application 
of  M.  Smith,  a  delegate  from  Virgi- 
nia, 279. 

tlieir  requisition  on  the  several  states 
for   forty-five   millions  of  dollars, 

279,280,284. 

objections  of  Maryland  to  the  articles 
of  confederation  laid  beforr,  281, 

282, 283. 


Congress,  their  resolve  relative  to  topenaanuy 
oflicen  of  the  army,  285. 

their  reaolvei  relative  to  Jeka  Lewii 
Oervais,  285. 

their  proceedings  ieyecdii|  the  iib' 
bitants  of  New-Hamnfere  Grur. 
285,  286,  297,  2987368,  550, »5, 
365,  366,  371,  438,  4M,  462, 4i\ 
464,  465,  518,  820,  SK,  654,  h- 
656,  S37,  658,  714,  716,  TJO,  r.i 

toTX 

their  reaolvn  relative  to  a  dedaoa  a 
the  legality  of  captives,  286. 

their  letter  to  the  atiiiisler  pkii(» 
tentiary  from  France,  286. 

their  resolve  relative  to  the  ocbip 
of  prisoners  of  war,  287. 

determine  on  retaltatioB  for  croe  »i 
inflicted  by  the  enemy,  288,^ 

receive  a  representatioa  frosithtn- 
ecudve    council   of    Pltn^lnri 


•». 


their   addr«sa  to  the  seversl  «>:» 


their  directions  to  the  pKpaum-^' 

ral,295. 
issue  more  bills  of  credit,  298. 
their  proceedings,  relative  lotbe  ch^a 
of  M.  Beannarchais,  299j300.Xi^ 
determine  the  rankof  col-Dsbois,).* 

their  resolve  respcKCting  ^  ^?[ 

ma.ster  and  commis8afyfrocni,3n 
add  new  rules  to  their  stsadiag  rib 

and  orders,  301.  , 

recal  Ralph  Izard  and  WilSw  Ut 

from  Europe,  302, 303. 
their   proceedings    relative   tj&ss 

Deane  and  Ailbor  Lee,9M,3(» 
authorise  a  loan  of  twenty  m^imA 

dollars,  306.  316,  319.  . 

prescribe  the  form  of  a  com»i»»" 

staflf  officers,  307. 
their  proceedings  relative  id  Dr.  Joe 

Morgan,  307.  ^_  ^. 

direct  an  enquiry  into  the  w»*^  '^ 

Dr.  William  Shippen,  jus.  308. 
Aeir  thanks  to  the  cxecoti««sBOii 

Pennsylvania,  310. 
direct    a   prosecution    spisst  J* 

M'Kalister,  for  pecolatios  Mji  » 

bczxicment  of  public  storet,5W 
their   gratuity  to  soWiers  esii^B  l 

serve  du  ring  the  war,  310. 
foriiid  the  phiodering  of  !«"?•*''* 

cent  to  Long-Island,  fcc.31I. 
their  instructions  to  go«enorLn«K 

sioo,  of  New-Jersey,  314.  , 

cannot  contnwl  the  Internal  pobn  ^ 

any  state,  315.  ,    .  m.^- 

tbeir  proceedings  reipectraf  hij  o<  ;^ 

dit  called  out  of  circiiUtioB,5n.j'; 

their  allowance  to  Msigsiti  CortJ 

their  alkHvance  to  officets  lerjl  " 
sab  and  brigade  inipeeto»»T  ^  . 

take  measures  for  exp«diti^  **„; 
iMtfture  of  the  diip  Defesce,  m*^ 

take  measuresfor  the  deffjctol»*r 

Carolina  and  Georf  is,  ^i^^.    I 
regulate  the  quarter-msjljr  s**  »■ 

miflsarie**  departsieal*,  *'•  ,^i^    i 
authorise  a  new  Rrnnemnt  »^'      | 

Henij  Lee's  partissaej5f7^ 
telease  fieut.  col.  Hsrawa  Ww«"* 

confinement,  322.  ^^  a. 

dismi»  ool.  JamH  EsiW  %"" 

service  of  the  United  Sis»,» 
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ngreas  itmie  more  bills  of  credit,  3S4. 

their  represeotation  relative  to  G'usta* 

VU8  ConyDgbwD,  334. 
tieir  proceedtDffl  reapeetiaf  John  6. 

Oiwrti,  aS5,  m, 
refuse  to  coniulv  with  the  request  of 

lieat.  coluaef  Brearly,  S36,  3X7. 

take  measures  to  prevent  desertions  of 

the  conveation  troops, 

327,  327. 

for  securing    barracks 

asd  other  pablic  build- 

in(8  of  the  U.  Stales, 

srt,m. 

regulate  the  department  of  oonuaissary 
of  hides,  328. 

receive  information  of  a  successful  at- 
tack on  Stony  Point,  3S9. 

their  thanks  to  generals  Washington 
and  Wwnt,  3&. 

approve  or  the  conduct  of  lieut.  col. 
Fleury  and  other  officers,  329. 

authorise  a  distribution  of  military 
stores  taken  at  Stony  Point,  329. 

their  ordinance  for  establishing  a 
board  of  treasury,  330  lo  333. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  consuls, 

333,334. 

their  allowance  to  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  in  Europe,  334, 

335. 

re<^e6t  major-general  Lincoln  to  con- 
tinue bis  command  in  S.  Carolina, 

S36. 

engace  to  repay  South-Carolina  for 
military  stores,  336. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  a  provi- 
sion of  half-pay  to  officers,  336, 337, 

339,340. 

their  proceedings  in  the  case  of  John 
Douj^lass,  337. 

their  circular  letter  to  the  slates,  338. 

authorise  a  guard  to  be  stationed  at 
Sunbury,  in  Pennsylvania,  388. 

their  directions  to  the  clothier-general. 

recommend  a  provision  for  such  offi- 
cers and  soldiefs  as  shall  serve  durinff 
the  vrar,  and  for  widows  of  deceased 
officers,  &c.  339, 340. 

their  allowance  to  officers,  tec.  for  sub- 
sistence, 340. 

their  allowance  to  the  commissary- 

{ general  of  prisoners,  340,  341. 
use  their  assent  to  a  request  of  ma- 
jor-general PhiJips»341. 
their  resolve  respecting  a  farther  con- 
tinuance of  the  emtargo,  341,  34S, 

343,  844. 
their  congratulations  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  birth  of  Louis  XVI.  of 
France,  842. 
determine  on  the  defence  of  Geonria, 

direct  copies  of  papers  to  be  fonuslie<l 
to  inhabitants  of  New-Hampshire 
^nts,  8^12, 348. ' 

their  conditional  transfer  of  claims  to 
vessels  and  canoes  aunk  in  the  De- 
laware river,  8&. 

to  be  furnished  with  an  account  of 
money  received  and  issued,  346, 351. 

approve  of  general  Washington's  plan 
Cur  conducting  the  western  eipedi- 
tion.  846. 

their  fiirections  to  Joseph  Clay,  deputy 
pay-master  general,  346. 


Congress,  their  instructions  to  Delaware  relativn 
to  a  continuance  of  the  embargo,34iS. 

direct  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
the  board  of  war,  847. 

take  measures  for  supplving  the  coii> 
vention  troops  at  Albemarle  bar- 
racks, 847.  * 

their  resolve  respecting  lh«  cmissioa 
of  bills  of  credit,  848. 

attend  the  funei-al  of  William  H.  Dray* 
ton,  a  delegate  from  South-Cait»lina, 

849. 

authorise  a  division  of  prise  goods  cul- 
tured by  continental  vasseb,  8fiO. 

authorise  the  erection  of  barracks  for 
quartering  troops  in  Ahode-Island. 

850. 

confirm  the  nrrangement  made  of  tba 
Massachusetts  bae,  360. 

request  their  president  to  prepare  a 
circular  letter  to  the  states,  860, 8dS 

to  858. 

take  measurea^  for  quieting  disUir* 
bances  on  New-Hampshire  grants. 

850, 865, 866. 

their  proceedings  relative  loa  coniinu- 
ance  of  the  embargo.  360. 

authorise  clothing  to  U  provkted  for 
the  army,  3(>1. 

grant  a  private  audience  to  the  sieur 
Gerard,  to  take  his  leave,  360,  861, 

861. 

rescind  their  order  of  the  26th  of  Au- 
gust, relative  to  col.  Knoblauch,  360. 

direct  the  manner  in  which  future  ap- 
plications for  money  shall  be  maoe. 

36Q. 

issue  more  bills  of  credit,  862, 868. 

lake  measures  for  supplying  the  armY 
with  ck>thing,  868. 

take  measures  to  reinforce  the  soodi- 
em  army,  868, 364. 

their  instructions  to  Ncw*Hampshire| 
Massachusetts,  iic .  865. 366.     . 

their  thanks  to  gen.  Washington,  kird 
Stirling,  &c.8e7. 

their  answer  to  a  commonication  of  the 
sieur  Gerard,  868. 

ap|K»int  John  Jav  minister  plenipoten- 
tiaiy  of  the  United  States  to  Spain, 

868. 

elect  Samuel  Huntington,  of  Connec- 
ticut, their  president,  868. 

refuse  pennissioo  to  British  officers  td 
go  into  New-York,  868. 

their  instmctions  to  Virginia  relative 
to  the  convention  troops,  869. 

authorise  rum  and  sugar  to  be  sold  at 
the  prime  cost  and  charses,  370. 

authorise  a  plan  of  reffulktions  for  con- 
ducting the  naval a^irsof  the  United 
States,  370. 

their  testimonial  in  favor  of  lieut.  col. 
Fleury,  370. 

their  vote  of  thanks  to  John  Jay,  late 
president,  870.  871. 

their  recommendation  lo  New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetu,  and  N.  York, 

371. 

their  recommendation  to  the  executive 
authority  of  MaryUind,  371. 

their  direction  to  migor-general  Ar- 
iipld,87S. 

their  eiplanaioiy  resolve  velative  to 
the  subsistence  of  officers,  373. 

authorise  payment  lo  be  made  for  flour 
and  rice  purchased  for  the  army ,374. 
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CongreM  authorise  (Moment  to  be  made  for  cloUi 
taken  from  fulUftg-inills  in  Peaosyl- 
▼aaim,  374. 

their  circular  letter  to  accompany  re- 
•olacions  relating  to  finance,  374. 

approve  of  the  conoact  of  Nicholas  and 
Mark  Foqtiet,  375. 
t  aatborise  Jacob  Hiltsheiner  to  pro- 

vide for  horses  beiongiag  to  dele- 
|ates,  97d. 

their  thanks  to  Gens.  Washington,  9al- 
livan,  &c.  375. 

appoint  a  d^  of  general  thanksgiving, 
376, 377,  ai78. 

isBue  more  bills  of  credit,  316. 

gmnt  leave  of  absence  to  lieot.  ool. 
Henry  B.  Livingston,  fior  twelve 
months,  376. 

permit  Mous.  de  la  Neuville  to  retam 
to  !•  ranee,  376,  377. 

lescind,  in  part,  their  reiolntioa  of  the 
second  oi  Jaly  last,  377. 

£rect  Indian  corn  meal  to  supply  the 
vnuit  of  floor  for  the  convention 
troops,  377. 

authortxe  an  enoairy  respectiii|r  rations 
drawn  and  aelivered  ia  Fhiladel- 
{•18,377. 

their  resolve  relative  to  Mobs.  Noir^ 
mom  de  la  Neuville,  379. 

fstsblisb  the  salaries  of  oflicers  of  the 
Treasury  department,  379, 380. 

their  thanks  to  gen.  Washington,  col. 
Broadhead,&c.  381. 

permit  the  Baroa  de  Frey  to  retam  to 
France,  381. 

their  allowance  to  officers  of  the  medi- 
cal department,  381. 

authorise  leather  to  be  purchased  in 

South-Carolina,  381,  382. 
establish  a  board  of  admiralty,  382, 383. 
their  duties  and  salaries,  382,  383. 

fix  a  dav  for  drawing  the  third  class  of 
the  United  States'  Lottery.  383,  384. 

authorise  an  emission  of  loan-o^ce 
certificates  in  payment  for  loiteiy 
prises,  383,  384. 

recommend  lo  Virginia  to  suspend  the 
ismie  of  warrants  for  doappropriated 
lands,  384,  385. 

authorise  the  exchange  of  lient.  col. 
John  Connolly,  385. 

approve  of  the  conduct  of  gove  mor  Liv- 
ingston, of  New-Jersey,  385. 

take  measures  to  prevent  iutnisiona  on 
Indian  lands^  386. 

appoint  commissioners  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Board  of  Treasuiy,  386, 

387. 

attend  the  funeral  of  J.  Hewes,  a  de- 
legate from  North-Carolina,  387. 

order  three  frigates  to  be  sent  from 
Boston  to  South-Carolina,  387. 

their  direction  to  the  Board  of  Trea- 
sury, 387. 

authorise  a  reinforcement  of  the  sonthr 
^  em  army,  388. 

direct  a  court  of  enquiry  into  the  coa- 
duct  of  brig,  general  Scott,  388. 

their  allowance  to  the  pay-master  ge- 
neral, 388,  389. 

dieir  allowance  to  the  board  of  war, 
navy-board,  &e.  388, 389. 

their  alfowaaee  to  regimental  pay-mas- 
ters, 389. 

dieir  |NW!eediogs  on  the  offered  resig- 
■atiOB  of  vajor^gtuenX   Sullivan, 

389,390. 
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permit  the  Brkisli  generals Phififs  aad 

Reidesel,  to  go  into  New-Toick,  on 

parole,  390. 
assign  a  day  for  giving  aadience  to  the 

chevalier  de  la  Lnaene,  380, 3^, 

S9S 
grant  leave  of  absence  to  the  pay-ssa^ 

ter  general,  390. 
their  procecdinss  on  motions  velsii^ 

to  candidates  Tor  public  olires,  390, 

391,401,4U1 
authorise  provision  to  be   Bads  ior 

.Spanish  prisoners  of  war,  391 . 
tefuse  to  complv  with  an  applicatian  of 

Massachusetts,  391. 
their  disposiuon  of  rum  aad  sqgar,  4e 

firoperty  of  the  United  States,  39S 
their  allowaacr  to  the  corps  of  artiUt- 

ry,  cavaliy,  artificers,  tte.  393. 
establish  the  salary  of  their  depsiy  ic- 

cretary,  392. 
appoint  Geoiige  Bond  their  deputy  sr> 

crettiiy,  ^2. 
their  instmctions  to  the  staies  i«bti%« 

to  testiamny  in  causes  to  be  tried  ty 

courts-martial,  39S. 
authorise  the  appoiatmeatof  advocatn 

to  manage  maritime  causes,  38S. 
their  public  andieace  to  the  ehetwiier 

de  la  Lose  roe,  390,  398  to  395. 
isKue  more  bills  of  credii,  393. 
recommend   a   general    limitalioa  af 

prices  for  articles.  Ice.  396. 
their  allowance  to  the  hospital  staff  sf 

the  armV|  397. 402. 
authorise  ml  Is  or  exchange  to  be  draws 

and  sokl,  396, 404. 
their  allowance  of  clotbiag  to  ofieea 

of  the  line  and  staff,  399, 400. 
add  a  new  mle  to  their  staadiaf  raks 

and  orders,  402. 
prescribe  conditions  of  peaee  to  lafiai 

tribes.  402, 403. 
honor  tne  memoiy  of  court  ^Iwki, 

4(H. 
direct  a  new  emisnoa  of  bills  of  credit. 

404,4(1Sl 
accept  the    resignatioB  of  Jeremish 

Wadsworth,  oommisiiary-feaeral  of 

purchases,  405, 408. 
accept  the  rnngaatioaof  maJor'^Benl 

Sullivan,  406. 
direct  returns  to  be  made  of  aasisias<5« 

deputies,  Ike.  in  suadrrdepartmeats 

406 
augmeat  the  salaries  of  the  post  msusr 

general,  and  coaqitrollerof  the  pott- 

office,  406. 
their  proceedings  relative  to  ssaior- 

geiieral  Charfes  Lee,  407, 40B. 
direct  officen  absent,  and  on  farfcmfh, 

to  join  their  respective  corps,  40S. 
their  proceedings  relative  to  the  Bnti^ 

vessel  Greyhound,  408. 
order  Viiisinia  troops  to  joia  the  aoath> 

em  army,  409, 410. 
their  direction  to  the  agaata  of  .arises 

410. 
take  measures  to  furnish  provisioas  ^ 

the  armv,  410, 411. 
their  resolve  relative  to  the  re^a&«- 

ment  aad  service  of  Virsiaia  troois* 

*  4lt 

their  resolve  relative  to 

of  the  cmbarfo,  412. 
assign  new  duties  to  the  i 

tor-geaeial,  412. 
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Cougresiurge  thestateM  to  complete  their  Quotas 
of  eighty  battalionsof  troop9,'&lo,  414. 

thtir  aliowmace  of  Mibabtenoe  to  judge 
advocates,  414. 

tbeir  reqnisitioQ  on  Delairare  for  pro- 
visions, 414. 

their  allowance  to  oAcers  in  the  de- 
partment of  field  conmiissaiy  of  mi-, 
litary  stores,  414,  415. 

their  resolves  relative  to  witnesses  in 
causes  depending  before  couits-niar- 
tial,416. 

tbeir  resolves  relative  to  the  sale  of 
bills  of  exchange,  416. 

their  resolves  rekitive  to  disputes  be- 
twoen   Pennsylvania  and  Virginia, 

416. 

their  resolves  relative  to  the  post-offict 
department,  416, 417. 

their  resolves  relative  lo  applications 
for  promotion  in  the  array  and  navy, 

416,417. 

their  reeommendation  to  Connecticut, 

417. 

empower  gen.  Lincoln  to  reduce  and 
incorporate  count  Pulaski's  corps, 

establish  the  rank  of  brigadiers-gene- 
ral Woodford,  Muhlenberg,  Scott, 
■nd  Weedon,  418. 

their  allowance  to  Robert  Jewell,  his 
assiiitauts  and  turnkey,  419. 

their  directions  and  allowance  to  the 
commissary-general  of  purchases, 
and  bis  assistants,  419, 49w. 

urffe  Connecticut,  New-York,  be.  to 
furnish  provisaomt  to  the  army,  490, 

4S1,422. 

discharge  superaumeniry  officers  in  the 
barrack-master's  depailment,  4S1 . 

direct  expresses  to  he  employed  for 
conveyim;  despatches,  4St\ . 

direct  a'saie  of  coflfee  and  surar  by  the 
eommiitee  of  commerce.  W. 

rescind,  in  part,  their  resolution  of  the 
27Lh  of  December,  4*21. 

their  allowance  to  officers  for  horses 
killed  in  battle,  421. 

direct  a  new  ar^ngement  of  Georgia 
battalions,  4S1. 

tfieir  allowance  to  m'krines  doing  gar- 
rison duty,  431 . 

dismiss  major-general  Charles  Lee 
from  the  army  of  tlie  United  Stntes, 

mot^fy  their  resolve  of  the  lAtli  of  De- 
cemlicr,  relative  to  Virginia  troops, 

421,422. 

of'der  drasoon  horses  for  the  use  of  col. 
Armiiiid's  corps,  422. 

disconiinue  their  allowance  to  officers 
of  tht*  mustering  department,4^,  41)0. 

their  resolves  respecting  the  exchange, 
safe-keeping,  and  subsistence  of  pri- 
soners or  war,  422,  423, 424. 

their  resolves  req>ectiug  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
conimerce  with  France,  425. 

establish  a  court  of  appeals  from  the 
decisions  of  state  aamiralty  courts, 

425, 427, 429. 

sutlioriie  an  enquiry  into  the  expenses 
of  the  staff  departments  of  the  army, 

aathorize  an  enquiry  into  abases  in  tha 
quarter-master's  department  at  Mar- 
tinaburgh,  in  Virginia,  425. 
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Congress  stop  the  pav  of  navy  officers  not  io  •<'* 
tuai  service,  486.  ' 
their  allowance  to  oflfeen  in*  the  seve* 
ml  departments  of  |overnmeot,4S7. 

428. 
.    their  directiona  to  the  medkal  com- 
mittee, 428. 
their  directions  to  commissaries  of  ia- 

snes,  428. 
their  directions  relative  to  the  third 
clais  of  the  United  Sutes  lotteir, 

428, 429. 

-    their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 

inhabitants  of  New-Jersey,  429. 

assign  a  day  to  consider  the  proceed* 

logs  of  a  coeit-martial  on  the  trial  of 

major-gen.  Amokl,  429,  433, 434. 

an  act  of  the  leKislature  of  new-Hamp- 


shire, laid  before,  430. 

their  recolatimis  in  eases  of  lost  or  cap* 

tured  vessels  of  war,  431 , 4.)2. 
their  requisition  on  the  stataa  for  their 

quotas  of  troops,  432. 
grant  leave  of  aosence  to  col.  Armand, 

432,433. 
authorise  a  settlement  of  the  accoiuu 

of  col.  Bland,  433.  . 
fa.  the  ouota  of  continental  tvoope  to  be 

raised  by  Georgia,  433. 
their  instroctions  to  the  exefcntive  au- 
thority of  South-Carolina.  4^. 
di^iense  with  the  services  or  brigadier- 
general  MlntOfth,  434, 525. 
tbMr  inatmctions  to  the  cmmtatBaioDers 

for  Indian  affairs, 434. 
their  resolve  respectins  officers  of  artil- 

lerjr  and  cavalry,  434. 
appoiut  col.  Aruiand  to  the  command 

of  the  late  count  PulaskVs  legion, 

434,435! 
their  reqniritioa  oa  the  states  for  their 

^  quotas  of  supplies,  435, 436, 497. 
direct  monthly  returns  to  be  made  from 

hospitals  in  South-Carolina,  437. 
resolve  to  grant  no  colonert  commis* 

siotts  in  tfie  army,  437. 
their  alfowance  to  lieut.  col.'  Baldvrin, 

and  otlier  officers  of  artillefy  arltf- 

cerSj  437. 
euthonze  the  commander  In  chief  Co 

settle  general  Ir\-ine*s  claim  to  rank, 

437. 
their  explanatoiy  resolve  relative  to 

allowances  to  officers  and  soldiers. 

437. 
relinquish  tlie  share  of   the   United 

States  in  the  brigantine  Betsey,  ^8. 
assign  a  day  to  coasider  the  claims  of 

the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampshiie 

grantA,  458 
decidr  on  an  application  for  the  Mvment 

of  interest  on  loan-office  certificates, 

438. 
urge   Virginin,    North-Carolina,   and 

South-Carolina,  to  complete  their 

quotas  of  troom,  and  call  out  theic 

militia,  438, 439. 
authorise  payment  to  be  made  for  sop* 

pltes  faraiahed  by  New-Jerary,  ify, 
their  altowance  to  the  Baron  Steuben, 

439. 

order  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  in 
favor  of  William  Bingham,  439. 

direct  payment  to  be  made  for  arrears 
of  clothing  due  the  soldiery,  440. 

prohibit  the  allowance  of  pny  and  sub- 
sistence to  persons  out  of  office,  440. 
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,  their  resolve  relative  to  Boldiers  actii^ 

as  servants  to  officers^  440, 441 . 
direct  a  retnro  of  provisioas  and  stores 

borrowed  by  the  agent  of  the  marine 

of  France,  441. 
direct  a  statement  to  be  made  of  forage 

and   provisions   farnisbeci   French 

troops,  441. 
their  proctamation  for  a  general  fast, 

441,  4«. 
continne  the  loan  directed  on  the  6th 

of  October,  1779,  44S. 
tnae  new  biJb  of  credit,  bearing  an 

annvai  interest  of  five  percent.  442, 

443,444. 
their  iastmctions  to  the  several  states, 

444. 
postpone  the  eonsidentioa  of  the  sub- 
ject   relative    to   New-Hampshire 

grants,  444. 
diMontinae,  after  six  months,  the  oiBce 

of  commissioner  of  clothing  accounts, 

444. 
Older  mii^or-general  Lincoln's  bilfs  to 

be  accepted  and  paid,  446. 
attend  the  foneral  of  James  Forbes,  a 

delegate  from  Maryland,  446. 
their  resolve  relative  to  the  koss  of  the 

brig  Eagle  and  cai^^,  445. 
extend  the  time  for  brinjjioff  in  bills  of 

credit  called  oat  of  circulation,  445. 
order  brigadier  •general  du  Porta  il  to 

loin  the  southern  armv,  445. 
taae  measures  for  a  supply  of  provisions 

10  the  convention  troops  at  AIbe« 

nmrle  barracks^  445. 
approve  the  raising  of  militia  for  the 

defence  of  New- York,  446. 
engage  the  St.  Francois  tribe  of  Indians 

in  the  service  of  the  Uniied  Slates, 

446,447^ 
consider  an  appliceiion  from  Alassii- 

cbusetts  relative  to  the  Penobscot  ex- 
pedition, 447. 
reaolve  to  make  good  the  depreciation 

of  fMiper  currency,  447. 
their  instructions  to  a  committee  of 

conference  with  gen.  Washington, 

4U7,448. 
their  decision  relative  to  a  settlement 

of  claims  for  provisions  purchased  in 

New-Tork,4d0. 
anthorize  a  new  form  of  cooimission  to 

naval  officers, 4oO. 
take  measures  to  equalise  allowances 
^  to  prisoneis  of  war,  450,451. 
direct  a  new  emission  of  loan -office 

certificates,  4<')1. 
authorise  a  form  of  oommistiion  to  com- 
manders of  private  armed  %e»isels, 

452,  453,  454,  4.35. 
authorize  a  form  of  a  bomt  lo  be^^ivcn 

by   commanders  of  private  armed 

veeseU,  452, 453, 464,  455. 
their  instructions,  to  commanders  of 

private  armed  vessels,  452,  463, 454. 

466'. 
their  allowance  to  deputy  pny-mafifers 

general,  «nd- their  assistants,  466. 
order  a  seal  to  be  engraved  for  the 

board  of  admiralty,  4oo. 
augment  the  rates  of  postage,  455. 
their  directions  to  masters  of  packets, 

and  other  continental  vessels,  455. 
reject  the  application  of  the  baron  de 

^niowski,  455, 466. 
their  reply  to  the  application  of  major- 
general  Arnold,  456. 


Congress  authorixe  the   renewal  of  derti«««d 
^  loan-office  certificates,  496. 

iaformatioa  of  the  reuua  ef  the  mu- 

(|oi8  de  la  Fayette,  given  »,  457. 
their  remiintion  on  ten  of  the  siate»  far 

tea  millions  of  dollan,  457. 
direct  additional  bills  of  exchasgeto 

be  drawn  and  sold,  457. 
urge  the  states  to  compMe  their  tc- 

^ctive  quotas  of  troops,  458. 
uii^  the  states  to  prevent  the  eqnru- 

tion  of  provisions,  458. 
take  measures  for  the  sccmssKKhtioi 

ofexchanTOd  AmericaaprinBenei 

ofwar,4f^. 
their  allowauce  to  Samuel  W.  Stod* 

ton,  45»,  459. 
their  resolves  relative  to  iheooirtsf 

appeals,  459. 
their  resolves  relative  to  sirearsdBe  b 

provisioa,  forage,  Itc.  459, 401. 
their  resolves  relative  tosarplsssBf 

plies  fomiahod  hf  any  state,  46S. 
their  resolves  relative  to  the  .Ntv- 

Hampshire  grants,  461, 463, 46&. 
direct  arms  and  military  ttorfi  lo  be 

sent  to  North -Carolina,  46S. 
their  resolve  respectiay  isiacs  of  pn- 

visions  and  fonuR,  465. 
urve  the  state  of  Delaware  to  eoBtw 

Uie  embargo  on  exportttkw  «f  pift* 

visions,  465. 
take  measures  lor  thesettleacstorv- 

counts  in  the.aCafi'departmeBtv  ^ 
authorise  major  general  Ostes  to  &ie 

command  of  the  southen  srsiy,  4(o. 

46. 

dimct  estimates  to  be  fambfaed  of  pv- 

visioasand  militanr  stores,  4^ 
order  bria.  general  Weedos,  aad,n^ 

Daniel  Morgan,  to  join  lbs  sMtk.': 

army,  466. 
appoint  comm  i9««ooOTs,of  the  clnal^ 

of  accounts,  466. 
require  informalion  of  twrtioo^  n- 

lative  to  requisitions  made  m  ^ 

states,  467. 
direct  the  militia  of  Viif  mm  ssd  lHv^ 

Carolina  to  join  the  sonthsrs  tra! 

*»' 
order  colonels  Baylor  and  White's  rr^) 

Bients  of  cavalry  lo  be  recruited  4ic 

equipped,  467. 
>     order  major  Lee's  corps  to  job  tie 

southern  army.  467. 
their  resolves  relative  to  Jebo  Gtrru 

puarti,  467,  4ti8. 
take  measures  for  prosecuting  routfr- 

feitersofeoMineaial  bills  of  cmfi* 

authorise  bills  drawn bv gorenorR^i- 
lecke,  of  South  Cara£na,  to  he  \»^j' 

resolve  to  indemnify  Willkm  B\o&*»- 

on  account  of  die  sale  of  ibe  bne 

Hope  and  caigo,  469. 
their  proceedings  on  n  cemsiasksti^ 

from  the  minister  plenipoCestun  <» 

France,  469, 47i. 
their  proceedings  oa  a  pfaia  for  die  r*- 

tab!  ishmen  t  of  a  bank,  470,  fil 
urge  the  slates  to  forward  sspplio  * 

men  and  provisions,  471. 
directum  enquiry hilo the esawsoj'^* 

loss  of  ChafieslMi,  Soath-Carcii^ 

471,4^ 

their  representatieo  to  the 
of  New  Hampshire,  471 
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Coagten  censure  an  insidiotw  report  relative  to 
peace  with  Great  BritaiD,  472. 
their  directioiit  to  the  hoard  of  Trea- 
sury,  and  th^  chambers  of  ac€:ouDt»i, 

472,  473. 
take  oieasures  for  the  pairmeiu  of  the 

principal  and  interest  due  on  loans, 

473,  474. 
confirm  the  pttrchaae  of  clothing  for  the 

army,  made  at  Boston,  474. 

approTe  of  the  line  of  communication 
formed  by  governor  Jefferson  of  Vir- 
g;inia,  474. 

their  directions  to  the  postmaster  gen- 
eral, relative  to  the  southern  mail, 

474. 

their  provision  for  the  three  younger 
ehiklren  of  maior  general  Warren, 

474,  476. 
take  measures  for  ascertaining  the  ar- 

^  rival  of  British  ships  of  war,  475. 

direct  the  acceptance  of  bilU'drawn  by 
major  gen.  Lmcoln,  475,476. 

direct  Henry  Laurens  vo  negociate  a 
loan  in  Europe,  475. 

their  resolve  resfiiectinf;  the  delivery  of 
imported  clothing,  476. 

their  resolve  respecting  orders  issued 
by  the  superintending  boards,  476. 

direct  the  exchange  of  lieut.  col.  John 
Laurens,  476. 

their  mutual  agreement  with  France  to 
expunge  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  amity,  476, 477. 

treaties  with  France  entered  at  large 
on  the  journa  Is  of,  477, 487. 

direct  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
naval  officers  to  be  paid  in  specie  or 
money  equivalent,  487,  488. 

allow  bounty  to  able  and  ordiAaiy  sea- 
men, 488. 

estabUsb  the  comparative  value  of  die 
billsof  credit,  488. 

grant  leave  of  absence  to  Kent,  cotonel 
Oericks,488. 

anthoriie  the  exchange  of  brig,  general 
du  Portail,  488. 

authorise  new  regulations  for  the  quar- 
ter-master general's  departtnent,  488, 

to  497. 

extend  the  provision  for  a  renewal  of 
destroyed  loan  office  certificates,  497. 

their  resolve  relative  to  tents  and  other 
camp  enuipage  for  the  army,  497. 

suspend  Henry  Holliagsworth,  deputy 
quarter-master  general,  fi^m  office, 

496. 

authorize  the  executive  of  Massachu- 
setts to  draw  warrants  for  money, 498. 

their  information  to  N.  Greene,  quar- 
ter-master i^eneral,  499. 

accept  the  reamnation  of  brig,  general 
Maxwell,  499. 

their  allowance  to  Margaret  Corbin 
during  her  life,  499. 

antliorise  shot  and  shells  to  be  provid- 
ed for  the  army.  499, 500. 

appoint  Charles  rettit,  assistant  quar- 
ter-master general,  499. 

direct  continental  frigates  to  be  put  un- 
der th^  direction  ofgeneral  Washing- 
to^^aOO. 

authorise  a  new  aiTan||einent  of  the  de- 
partment of^  eomroissary-gejeral  of 
military  stores,  500. 

their  order  relative  to  commissions, 
boadt.  &c .  for  priv«teanned  vesse Is, 

500,  501. 


Congress,  their  order  relative  to  subsistence  lor 
recruits  inlisted  into  the  service  of 
France,  501.    . 
provide  for  the  paynent  due  on  loan- 
office  certificates,  50S. 
direct  a  removal  of  the  loan-offices  in 

South-Carolina  and  Georgia.  502. 
receive  the  absoluto  refusafot Natha- 
niel Greene  to  act  as  quarter-masler 
general.  50t. 
their  resolve  relative  to  breach  of  pa- 
roles given  by  prisoners  of  war,  502. 
discharse  George  Tlimer  from  the  of- 
fice of  commissary  of  prisoners,  505. 
appoint  Timothy    Pickering  quarter- 
mastor-general,  503. 

allowance  to,  503. 
their  resolve  reapcctine  the  employ- 
ment of  land  and  navu  forces,  5(K3. 
order    Virginia  recruits   to  join  the 

southern  army,  503. 
their  directione  to  brigadier-general 
Moultrie,  508,  £07.  , 

their  allowance  to  naval  officers  serving 

in  different  vessels,  504. 
authorise  an  exchange  of  olbsers,  pri- 
soners of  war  j  504. 
authorise  supplies  to  be  furnished  to 

prisoners  of  war ^  504. 
Vithorise  the  appointment  of  commis- 
saries of  priaotters  at  New- York ,  and 
in  South-Carolina  or  Georgia,  504. 
their  application  of  the  balance  of  Vir- 
gin ia  quota  .of  ten  millions  of  dollars, 

504. 
encourage  the  raisinff  of  volunteer  ca- 
valry, to  serve  in  uie  southern  nrmy, 

504. 
their  resolve  relative  to  officers  quit- 
ting servioe  before  the  termination  of 
the  war,  505. 
decline  interference  in  the  ease  of  a 
Vessel  and  cargo  libelled  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 505. 
direct  bills  of  eiehange  to  be  drawn  on 

Benjamin  Franklin,  506. 
reguhiti;  the   department  of  military 

stores,  507. 
extend  the  provbion  for  granting  Utndi 
*  to  general  officers,  508. 

take  measures  for  supplying  the  aoutb- 
em  army  with  provtsioiis  and  stores, 

506. 

take  measures  for  detecting  a  supposed 

foreery  in  the  vouobers  of  Henry 

Hollingsworth,  508, 509. 

their   letter   to  governor  Greeny,  of 

Rhode-Island,  509. 
receive  information  from  John  Jay,  re- 
lative to  public  letters  written  by 
him,  as  their  premdent.  509. 
direct  Dills  of  exchange  drawn  bymaj. 
general  Lincoln,  to  be  nocepced  and 
^  paid,  509. 

ap|Nx>ve  of  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  French  fleet  and  army. 

510. 
discharge  Dr.  William  Skippen,  Jun. 

from  nts  arrest,  510. 
their  directions  to  Nathaniel  Greene, 

late  qnarter^master  general,  -510. 
order  bills  of  exchange  to  be  transmit- 
ted and  charged  to  South-Carolina, 

510. 
take  measures  to  prevent  embenclement 
of  arms,  provisions,  kc.  and  to  pun- 
ish offenders,  511. 
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CongTOMi  their  directions  to  the  quarter-matter 
and  oooiniisMr^-general,  611,  512. 
their  directions  u>r  the  issjie  and  dis- 

fKMilion  of  bills  of  exchange,  612. 
auibtfriie  an  aUowance  to  officers,  for 

deficiency  of  xations,  512.    l 
•juend  the  provision    of  half-pay  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers, 

612,613. 
rescind  the  restrictiue  clause  in  their 

resolution  of  May  16,1778,613. 
thoir  allowance  to  maj.  gen.  M'JOou- 

galt,  613. 
determine  the  rank  of  governors,  or 
presidents  of  states,  acting  in  con- 
junction with  continental  iroc^s,  613. 
lescind  their  resolution  of  the  27th 
December,  1T79,  relative  to  convey- 
ance of  the  mail,  613. 
urge  the  several  states  to  pay  their 

quotas  of  bills  of  credit,  6i4. 
fake  measures  to  prevent  depreciation 

in  bills  of  the  new  emission,  614. 
tdta  measaies  for   settling  accounts 
for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  614^ 

616. 
their  decision  relative  to  supplies  fur- 
nished   by    Massachusetts  .  to   the 
French  army,  616. 
•uthoriae  the  sale  of  properly  of  the 
United  Stntes,  not  wanted  for  public 
use,  616. 
order  payment,  in  bills  of  exchange, 
to  be  made  to  John  Garcia  Duarti, 

616. 
permit  the  exportation  of  provisions  to 
Bermuda  in  return  for  a  cargo  of 
salt,  616. 
•ttthoriae  a  new  emission   of  loan- 
office  certifioatesi  equal  in  value  to 
specie,  616. 
their  reeommendation  to  steles  claim- 
ing lands  in  the  western  country, 

616,617. 
authorise  magaiines  of  provisions  and 
forage  to  be  laid  up  for  the  southern 
^  B.nny»  617. 

their  raquisitions  on  Marylsad,  Virgi- 
Bta.  and  North-Carolina,  for  troops 
ana  provisions,  617, 618. 
diroct  the  hoU  end  cargo  of  the  ship 
Chase  to  be  sold,  617. 
that  no  intenest  be  computed  on 
new  bills  of  credit  received  for 
l^e  pay  and  tubsislence  of  offi- 
cers, 617. 
•staUish  the  salaries  of  civil  officers  of 

goverttmeot«,618. 

appoint  Abraham  Skinner  commissa- 

rr-geoeral  of  prisoners,  619. 

WilliaiH  Smallwood  maj.  gen. 

for  \Im  Manland  line,  619. 

their  requiaitioa  on  Mew-Ham|M^ire, 

Massachusetts,  lie.  for  provisions, 

619. 620. 
anthoriae  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange 

drawn  on  John  Jav,  619, 690. 
their  reeognition  of  M.  Maibois  as 

charn  dee  affaires  of  France,  620. 
pwyeed  to  the  bearing  and  examina- 
tion of  claims  under  New-Hampshire 
grants,  600, 621. 
diroct  the  romoval  of  prisoners  of  war 
from  Albemarle  banraeks,  in  Vir- 
ginia, 621. 
vrge  Viiginia  and  Maryhnd  to  furnish 
tneir  qootas  of  troopa  mad  proviflons, 

01. 
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direct  an  inquiry  iaio  the  iroatmat  b3 
the  enemy,  of  prisoners  of  «« 
Sou  th-CaroUnn .  63S. 

authorise  Bobcrt  Morria  to  proaec^te 
a  suit  in  the  nanse  of  ihe  C  bt^'^, 

establish  the  salaries  of  commisiisi  iq 
of  the  navy-boardsy  and  of  ci^nv 


anthoriae  new  regolaiioaa  for  the  ■ 

specting  and  mim&eriagdcpanK» 

oS  to  :^^ 
continue  baron  Steuben 

general  of  the  nrmy, 
their  nllowaoce  to 

inspectors,  626. 
their  instructions  to  John  Jay,  is  'Jy 

cnse  of  the  capiota  of  the  Dotti 

cutter,  626. 
their  instructiooa  to  the  rinwrnanr  i; 

officer  of  the  sonthem  army,  jA 
receive  informatioa  of  the  tremaim^ 

practices  of  OBajor-general  Xnan^. 

and  his  deeertioa  to  the  rwea;,  ^ 
establish  new  regnlatioaa  for  the  Ma- 

pital  department,  586  to5SI. 
their  directions  for  a   s«tii.mtm  ^ 

public  accounts,  531. 
approve  the  measorea  taken  bj  g$f 

Jefferson,  of  Virginia,  A3I. 
authorise  toe  drawing  of  bilb  of  a- 

chnnge  and  their  di^iosiiinai,  oSl. 
anthoriae  a  aew  arrancewient  of  *e 


nnny.6a2,533,638. 
direct  tne  name  of  Beoedict  ArnoU  ts 


r  €i 


to  be  erased  from  the 

Americaa  officein,  533. 
direct  the  aettlement  of  a  claim  ef  Jcu 

Hamilton,  formeriv  loaned,  633. 
their  recognition  ot  rngnlaiioej  p^ 


posed  by  the  emfiresa    of  IU»< 

rolntive   to   the   rights  of  aeem: 

vessels,  634. 
direct  a  court  of  toqoir?  iain  the  csa» 

duct  of  major-genern]  Gaiee,  534. 
direct  supplies  to  be  isimed  to  thf  bad 

aad  navy  prisoners  of  war  ia  ?k»- 

York,  631,  636. 
appoint  officers  in  the  bospital  Stf^rt- 

ment  and  corps  of  invaAda,  53i,  53) 
diroct  the  sale  of  Uaitad  States'  p«- 

perty  ia  Massachusetts,  636. 
their  resolvu  respectiag  ts^^iinyTir*^ 

lands  ceded  by  states,  666. 
appoiat  Daaiel  Morgan  abiig.  gcarK 

authorise  n  monument  to  be  crertr^  ut 

the  memory  of  the  bnroa  de  ks ' . 

5^> 
dieir  thaaks  to  general  SmalKieoJ, 

be.  636. 
their  tesciasony  of  the  merit  and  9^- 

vices  of  the  late  farigadier-ffeacn; 

Poor,  636. 
their  albwaace  to  the  snrvcYWs of  tbr 


their  allowaace  to  theaodiiMsefi 

nccounts,6S6. 
their  altowaaea  to  SamclW.Ssa 

toa,  636. 
anthoriae  New-Tork  to  snbstiintf  fc« 

in  lien  of  beef,  aapaitof  im  qnoa  c' 

provisions,  687. 
decide  en  aa  itaplieatiov  of  New-Tort 

for  the  r^ief  of  its  tfcoenry,537 
appoint  a  dsj  forgeoani  ihsaini'^: 

Md  pwyar,  637,  -632. 
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CoagreM  •ppoiot  damuel  H.  Pwioot  a  iii^r* 

general,  639. 
iin;e  the  slates  to  Mipply  the  army  with 
pruvisioiis  and  cioiDiWi  699* 
toeir  diipoaitioa  of  m\\f  wggeftted  to 
be  the  property  of  Abraham  Living- 
ston, 540. 
approve  of  the  diapoaition  of  bilh  of 
exchange  made  by  the  board  of  war, 

640. 
direct  the  officers  in  th«  hospital  de- 
partment to  take  the  oaths  hereto- 
fore prescribed,  640. 
Mthonxe  and  instnict  Jofaa  Adams  to 
accept  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on 
Henry  Laurens,  640. 
<   approve  the  appointment,  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  of  nneral  Greene 
to  the  command  of  the   southern 
armv>  640,  541 . 
order  baron  Steuben  to  join  the  south- 
ern army,  640,641. 
their  allowance  to  colonel  Jeduthun 

Baldwin,  641. 
to  the  American  con- 
sol  in  France,  541. 
to    John    Pautding, 
David     Wiliiams, 
and     Isaac      Van 
Wart,  641. 
assicn  to  the  states  their  quotas  of  six 
millions  of  dollars,  payable  in  spe- 
cific articles  and  specie,  642,  549, 

644,646. 

appoint  William  Palfrey  consul  of  the 

United  States  in  France,  646. 

"     promote  major  Henry  Lee  to  the  rank 

of  lieot.  colonel ,  646. 

prohibit  officers  of  cavalry  to  purchase 

horses  without  the  order  of  Gongrens, 

•  04o. 

approve  of  measures  taken  to  supply 

Canadian   refugees  in  New-York', 

546. 
prescribe  new  reculatioiis  for  private 

vessels  of  war,  646. 
their  direcdons  relative  to  continental 

bills  of  credit,  646. 
dieir*  directions  relative  to  tlie  remo- 
val of  horses  from  the  army,  546, 

647. 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  lieot.  colonel 

Campbell  and  others,  547. 
direct  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  offi- 
cers of  engineers,  647. 
take  measures  to  prevent  supplies  to 

the  enemy's  army,  648. 
their  resolvo  relative  to  the  salaries  of 

civil  officers,  648. 
their  instructions  relative  io  prisoners 
of  wnr  taken  at  King's  mountain,  in 
North-Carol  iniu  549. 
direct  payment  or  the  balance  due  to 

Ralph  Isard,  549. 
order  Dr.  W.  Shippen  to  head  qoar- 

tars,649. 
establish  a  military  post  at  Carlisle,  in 

Pennsylvania,  650. 
thair  adclitional  instractions  to  com- 
manders of  vessels  of  war,  560. 
oxplain  and  confirm  their  resolution  of 

the  tlst  of  October,  1780, 651 . 
their  directions  in  the  ease  of  counter- 
feit bills  of  credit,  661 . 
take  measures  lo  supply  pri<*onera 
*^-  b  Sooth-C^roUna,651. 
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Congress  authorise  new  regulations  for  the  de> 
partmeat  of  commistiary-geueral  ot' 
purchases,  551,  552. 

prohibit  offioers  of  the  army  from  mak- 
ing contracts  for  provisions,  &lc.  55J. 

grant  additional  pay  to  inspectors  of 
the  army,  553. 

appoiat  Simeon  De  Witt,  geographer  to 
the  armyi  653. 

fix  the  compensation  of  commissioners 
lor  examining  and  destroying  bills  of 
of  credit,  563. 

their  resolve  relative  to  salaries  of  of- 
ficers OB  the  civil  list,  654. 

their  approbation  of  die'  conduct  of 
major  Tallmadge,  and  others,  654. 

poMpooe  the  removal  of  the  conven- 
tion troops  from  Albemarle  barracks, 
in  Virginia,  554. 

their  directions  to  Dr/Maus,  surgeoa 
of  the  invalid  corps,  564,  555. 

establish  the  rates  of  postage,  556. 

their  directions  to  the  pobtmaster-gea- 
eral,555. 

authorise  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange 
dAwn  on  Ben.  Fianklin,  555. 

their  approbation  of  the  diplomatic 
conduct  of  John  Adams,  555. 

lake  measures  for  supplying  the  garri- 
son of  Wyoming,  in  Pennsylvania, 

555,656. 

direct  a  final  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  William  Palfrey,  late  paymaster- 
general,  556. 

their  order  relative  to  the  receipt  of 
bills  of  credit  into  the  continental 
treasury,  566. 

their  directions  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  657. 

take  measures  for  the  release  and  ex- 
change of  Henry  Laurens.  657. 

direct  the  payment  of  two  bills  of  ex- 
chanc^e  drawn  in  favor  of  John  de 
NeufviUe   U   Son,   of  Amsterdam, 

657. 

urge  the  statesto  furnish  their  respective 
quotas  of  troops  and  provisions,  567. 

direct  the  sale  of  continental  boata  at, 
or   upon,    the  river  Susquehanna, 

657. 

direct  the  manning  and  fitting  out  the 
frigate  Alliance,  558. 

direct  specie  to  be  sent  to  South -Caro- 
lina, for  the  use  of  prisoners  of  wnr, 

656. 

authorise  the  purehase  of  woollen 
cloth  and  blankets  for  thearrov,668. 

approve  the  appointment  of  Cdward 
Carriagton,  as  deputy  quarter-mas- 
ter general  for  the  southern  army, 

elect  a  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
war.  to  act  in  the  absence  of  Timo- 
thy Pickering,  658, 659. 

authorise  a  general  exchange  of  pri- 
soners of  war,  669. 

direct  the  declaration  of  independence, 
&c.  to  be  published,  669. 

direct  officers  exchanged,  or  in  capti- 
yity,  to  be  arranged  according  to 
their  respective  ranks,  559. 

their  resolve  resfMcting  bills  of  credit 
called  out  of  cirenlation,  559. 

muthorise  a  new  emission  of  loan-office 
certificates  in  payneat  for  lotteijf 
pnsei,669. 
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Congress  refuse  to  dispose  of  bills  of  excliaBge 
for  the  purposes  stated  by  ResoWe 
Smith,  539y  560. 
tbeir  instructions  to  Joseph.  Clay,  de- 

po^  pay-master  generai|  £60. 
permit  col.  Armand  to  complete  his 

partisan  coips.  560. 
direct  payment  tor  clothinff.  &c.  con- 
tracted for  by  lieut.  col.  J.  Laurens, 

560. 

accept  the  resignation  of  Wm.  Shippen, 
director-general  of  the  hospitals^ddO. 

their  allowance  of  pay.  &c.  to  briga- 
dier-geoeralJames Beed,  560. 

direct  payment  to  be  made  to  Thomas 
Lee  and  John  Coffin  Jones,  for  cloth- 
ing fomished  the  army,  561 . 

decide  on  the  casie  of  M.  M'Connel 
and  othersi  561; 

tketr  resolve  relative  to  the  treatment 
by  the  enemy  of  American  prisoners 
of  war,  562. 

their  dkrections  to  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty, 562. 

encourage  the  Delaware  tribe  of  In- 
dians to  engage  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  563. 

their  reonisitton  on  die  states,  from 
New-Hampshire  to  North-Carolina, 
inclusive,  ror  eighty  thousand  dollars, 

563. 

direct  prosecution  against  Jas.  Mease, 
late  clothier-^neral,  and  William 
West,  juD.  his  depu^,  for  abuse  of 
office  and  breach  of  trosU  563,  564. 

establish  the  department  of  foreign  af- 
fairs. 564. 

prescribe  the  duties  of  the  secretaiy 
and  his  clerks,  564. 

fix  the  compensation  of  officers  in  the 
department  of  militant  stores,  565. 

ta.  the  compensation  ot  the  command- 
ing officer  of  artillery,  665. 

fix  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  of 
ordnance,  565. 

receive  a  report  on  charges  exhibited 
arainst  the  commissioners  of  the 
chambers  of  accounts,  565,  566. 

their  thanks  to  brigadier  f^eu.  Sump- 
ter,  and  his  volunteer  militia,  566*. 

vidieir  letter  to  the  states,  with  an  esd- 
mate  of  money  for  the  pay  of  the 
armpr.  567, 568 

establish  the  salaiy  of  the  secreuiy  of 
foreign  affiurs,  568. 

appoint  a  director  of  the  militaty  hos- 
pital, 568. 

appoint  a  pay-naster  general  of  the 
armv,568. 

extend  the  allowance  of  half-pavio  oi^ 
cers  of  the  medical'  stafif,  66$. 

wve  Pelaware  to  furnish,  without  de- 
lay, Its  quota  of  provisions,  5iS9. 

appoint  a  procurator  for  debts  due  to, 
or  frauds  committed  against,  the  U.' 
States  in  New-York,  570. 

grant  a  forlom[h  for  six  months  to  col. 
Armand,  57u. 

their  allowance  to  clerks  to  the  audi- 
tors of  army  accounts,  671. 

their  allowance  to  the  commissaiy- 
general  of  military  stores^  571. 

rescind  their  resolution  of  the  4th  of 
September,  1778, 571. 

authorise  the  collection  and  safe  keep- 
ing of  hospital  stores  and  medicines 
in  Virginia,  571. 


Congress,  th^r  representation  lo  the  execativ* 

council  of  Pennsylvania^  572. 
their  reqnisttioB  for  one  tendred  bu> 

litis  uMi,  for  thir^  di^  572. 
their  resolves  relative  to  aa  nd  vmlo»«Bi 

daqr  on  inqioned  merchandwe,  571 

574,  57a^ 
express  their  approbatioa  of  tke  esa- 

dnct  of  major-getteml  Parsoaa,  SSi. 
authorise  the  esubliabmeM  of  an  hm- 

pital  in  Vir|pnia,  1773. 
their  opinion  in  the  case  of  amms.  deh 

Tour,  574. 
direct  the  setdement  of  accovnts  kr 

salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 

ia  Virginia,  574. 
their  allowance  to   Olii 

agent  of  the  United 
^       Orleans,  574. 

MBign  a  day  for 

c  Cms  of  the  Uaited 


Pollack, 
atNe»- 


the  appointment  «f  a 
tcadent  of 


the  fbmfk 

lolBefy, 

5T*. 


ofasecretaijat 

of  a  aecretaiyof 

rtne,  575. 
prescribe 

era  and 


575 


575. 
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5^ 
fix  their  salafWsyS^ 

receive  information  of  a  signal-vacsovy 
gained  by  brig.  gen.  Morpaa,  53€. 

direct  monthly  returns  lo  oe  ^ade  an 
the  subject  of  fiaaace,  576. 

accept  the  resinatioo  of  B.  Stoddert, 
secretary  of  Uie  board  of  war,  577. 

anthorise  a  militairpoatatfilaclaaB,  m 
Massachusetu,  578. 

their  directwns  to  Joseph  HovneQ,  jaa. 
auditor  of  army  acconatB,  578. 

add  a  new  rule  to  their ^* 

and  orders,  578. 

appoint  Joseph  Carletoa, 
the  board  of  war,  578. 

their  albwanoe  to  Christopher  Lad- 
wick,  saperintendeat  of  bidLcrs,  57B, 

57». 

reinforce  the  southern  amy,  579, 5A. 

appoint  Robert  Morris  anpariateadeai 
of  finance,  580. 

alhiw  capt.  O'NeU  one  yearns  pay  ss  a 
supemumerary  officer,  580. 

deckle  on  the  mcBorial  of  Preserved 
Clap,  580. 

fix  the  salaries  of  the  board  of  war, 

591. 

anthorixe  the  issue  of  bilb  of  ex- 
change for  payment  of  interest  oa 
loaa-office  certilicaiea,  580. 

their  aUowaace  to  lieai.  eokmel  Unak 
Forrest,  la   lien  of  half-paj,  580^ 

^581. 

alter  the  rales  of  potfage  of  lettcfs, 


their  proceedings  relative  to  tbe  niifi- 

catmn  of  the  articks  oC 

tion,  581. 
direct  the  reaMvalof  the 

troops  from  AlhesMile  barracks,  is 

Virginia,  581,692. 
their  allowance  to  *" 


5&. 
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CongrMs  appoint  Elijah  Weed  keeper  of  the 
state  prisop  in  Philadelphia,  581. 

their  resolve  relative  to  captain  John 
Paul  JoaeSy681|  582. 

appoint  Alexande  r  M'DongaU  sec  reta- 
ly  of  marine,  582. 

receive  frooi  New>Yorfc  a  relinquish- 
meat  and  ceasion  of  western  territo- 
ry, 582  to  586. 

articles  of  confederation  entared  on 
the  Journals  of,  586-  to  591. 

names  of  the  members  of,  assembled 
from  thirteen  states,  692. 

their  order  respecting  commissioners 
of  loans,  593. 

direct  officers  of  the  army  to  Join  their 
respective  corps,  599. 

dieir  thanks  to  bng.  general  Morgan, 
be.  694. 

mder  a  more  convenient  snpport  of  die 
household  of  their  president,  594. 

authorised  to  levy  and  collectduties  and 
imposts  in  Connecticut,  594,  600, 

601. 

thejr  resolve  relative  to  debts  and  a 
legal  lender  of  bills  of  credit.  595. 

their  requisition  on  the  states  for  one 
million  live  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, quarter  ly ,  595,  601 . 

order  Pennsylvania  troo|js  to  Join  the 
southern  army,  596. 

decide  on  the  memorial  of  Dr.  John 
Bartlett,  596. 

direct  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  on 
Benjamin  Franklin,  596. 

assign  a  day  for  general  humiliation 
and  prayer,  596,  597. 

do  not  require  Robert  Morris  to  dis- 
solve his  commercial  connexions, 

598. 

authorise  the  suuerintendent  of  finance 
to  appoint  ana  remove  his  assistants, 

599. 

dthorise  new  regulations  for  the  me- 
dical department  a6d  military  hospi- 
tals, 59d,  600. 

authorise  the  accountrof  col.  James 
Wood  to  be  setded,  601. 

their  instractions  to  John  Adams  in 
the  case  of  Stoddart,  Kerr,  and 
'  North.  601. 

accept  tne  resignation  of  Jaaies  Wil- 
kinson, clothier-general,  601. 

their  directions  respecting  accounts 
reported  by  Joseph  Howell,  jr.  602. 

their  ordinance  relative  to  die  capture 
and  condemnation  of  prises,   662, 

*  605. 

authorise  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  loan-office  certifi- 
cates, 603. 

discontinue  the  services  of  col.  Bald- 
win's regiment  of  artificers,  603. 

diseontinue  the  services  of  part  of  the 
artillery  artificers  at  Carlisle,  Penn- 
sylvania, 603. 

do  not  expect  general  M'Dougall  to 
accept  the  office  of  secretary  of  ma- 
rine, as  interfering  vrith  his  military 
duties,  604. 

receive  infomatkni  of  an  action  be- 
tween general  Greene  and  lord 
ComwaUfs,  605. 

authorise  additional  troops  to  be  raised 
in  New-York;  606. 

authorise  the  frigate  Ariel  to  be  fitted 
oat  for  sea,  605. 


Congress  accept  the  resijgnation  of  Peter  R. 
Fell,  a  commissioner  of  the  cham- 
ber of  accounts,  605. 
their  thnnks  to  count  de  Rochambeau 
and  the  chevalier  Destouches,  606. 
prohibit  the  payment  of  interest,  in 
certain  cases,  on  new  bills  of  credit, 

606. 

approve  of  the  reasons  for  declining  an 

'  exchange  ol  two  prisoners  of  war, 

606. 

authorised,  by  an  act  of  New-Tork^  to 

\exy  a  duty  on  foreign  merchandise, 

606. 

th^ir  ordinance  for  establishing  courts 

for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies 

committed  jn  the  high  seas,  606, 

607. 
consider  the  state  of  public  afiirs, 

607,60? 
their  instructions  to  the  commanders 

of  private  armed  vessels,  606, 609. 
authorise  die  commander  in  chief  to 
employ  an   additional   confidential 
secreury,  kc.  609.  610. 
prohibit  thebaic  of  oUl^  of  exchange, 

with  some  eicepti6ns,  610. 
direct  returns  of.  and  pavments  to  be 

made  to,  new  levies,  610. 
direct  to  whom  applications  for  setde- 
ment  of  accounts  are  to  be  made, 

610. 
their  thanks  to  John  Paul  Jonei,  his 

officers,  and  men,  610.  611. 
direct  an  exchange  of  Sills  of  credit, 

611. 
direct  payment  to  be  made  for  ad- 
vances made  by  officers  for  their  re- 
giments or  companies,  611. 
direct  an  Inauirv  into  the  causes  of  de- 
tention 01  prise  money  due  to  sea- 
men, 611. 
direct  how  officers,  returned  from  cap- 
tivity, and  redriug  from  service,  are 
to  be  paid,  611,612. 
*  their  decision  in  the  case  of  colonel 

Davis,  612. 
appoint  John  Moylan  clothier-general, 

612. 
agree  to  a  report  of  estimates  of  debts 

due  from  the  United  States,  612. 
agree  to  a  report  of  estimates  for  the 

current  year.  612. 
direct  how  claims  for  services  ren- 
dered, or  simplies  furnished,  may 
'    be  settled,  6vt. 
direct  pavment  to  be  made  to  colonel 

Hasen  s  regiment,  613. 
excuse  the  treasurer,  of  loans   front 
coundng  and  destroying  bills  of  cre- 
dit, 613. 
grant  powers  of  removal,  sospennon, 
&c.  to  the  superintendent  of  finance, 

614. 
his  commission  and  oath 
of  office,  616. 
grant  leave  of  absence  to  Esekiel 

Cornell,  614. 
their  instructions  to  Esekiel  Cornell, 

614. 

anthorised  by  New-Hampshire  to  levr 

a  duty  upon  imported  goods,  &c.  614. 

their  instructions  to  Massachusetts  in 

the  case  of  George  Ashby,  614, 615. 

their  allowance  to  col.  Moses  Hasen, 

615. 
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Congress  auihorize  the  appoiDtnient  of  colonel 
Champion  as  DarracL-master  to  Uie 
Frencn  army, 6 15. 

their  directions  to  the  commissioners 
of  loans,  615. 

direct  rampart  moskets  to  he  repaired 
and  sent  to  Virginia  and  North-Ca- 
rolina, 615. 

authorize  depreciation  of  pajr  tocolonel 
Baldwin's  regiment  of  artificers,  616. 

6x  the  pay  of  £lijah  Weed,  his  assist- 
ant, and  turnkey,  616. 

take  measures  for  the  relief  of  prison- 
ers of  war  in  Sooth-Carolina  and 
Georgia,  616. 

appoint  Thomas  Hutch  ins  geographer 
to  the  southern  army,  6lT.  . 

authorise  a  new  arrangement  of  bri- 
gade-chaplains. 617. 

gr^iit  an  extra  allowance  to  the  com- 
manding general  at  West-Point,617. 

take  measures  to  remount  and  equip 
col.  Sheldon's  regiment  of  cavalry, 

61^. 

assign  a  day  for  electing  their  president, 

617. 
order  postponed,  617. 

their  requisition  €or  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions, 618. 

direct  heavy  cannon  to  be  delivered  for 
die  use  of  th«  garrison  in  Rhode- 
Island,  618. 

appoint  otficers  in  the  hospital  depart- 
ment for  the  soutliern  army,  618. 

acqait  the  board  of  treasury  of  charges 
exhibitid  by  the  treasurer  of  loans, 

618,619. 

their  regulations  relative  to  clear.inces 
of  vessels  from  ports  of  the  United 
States,  619. 

dispense  with  the  farther  wrvicea  of 
heut.  eol.  Dericks,.619,  620.     , 

their  allowance  to,  619,630. 

aothoriae  brig.  gen.  Wayne  to  imprew 
pruvihionsand  forage,  620. 

order  major  general  Gates  to  head- 
quarters, 6^. 

their  requisition  for  three  millions  of 
dollars,  620,  6S1. 

authorize  tlje  removal  of  the  British 
convention  troops,  6S2. 

lake  measures  for  the  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  brigauttue  Brilliuut, 

622. 

en^affe  to  discharge  engngements  of  the 
iVIiirquis  la  Fayette,  622. 

order  tuhacco  to  be  sold  for  the  relief 
of  American  priwners  of  war,  623. 

authorize  the  commissary-general  of 
militar}'  ittores  to  pay  ^or  shot  and 
shells,  623. 

their  re^rulations  relative  to  promotions 
of  officers  of  the  army,  623, 624. 

their  regulations  reblive  to  hostages, 

623,624. 

their  proceedings  relative  to  the  bank 
of  North- America,  624,  625. 

urge  the  st^ites  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  troops  for  the  ensuing  eampaisn, 

direct  the  settlement  of  aceoanta  of  of-. 

ficers  returned  from  captivity,  626. 
direct  m.iterialii  for  tents  to  be  deliver- 
^  ed  to  the  quarter-master  general,  626. 
discontinue  the  medical  TOmmittee,and 

transfer  their  business  to  the  board  of 

war,  626. 


Congrens  order  a  aettieaieut  of  (he 

Arthur  Lee,  627. 
call  fi»rth  the  militia  of  Pemmivaais. 

DeUware,  and  Maryland.  638. 
tbeir  direetioas  relative  lo  tale  rest  die 

on  new  hills  of  cretfit,  69B,  6S9. 
their  directkNis  to  the 

of  finaaoe,  629. 
authorise  col.  Jamei  Wood  to 

proviaiona,  forage,  be.  629 
anthortse  a  renewal  of  loat 


ittotheaoaib 


certiiic«fes,630. 
aatbariae  arms  to  be 

era  statoa,  630. 
allow  depreciatioB  of  pay  to  nfficrn  d 

the  hoapital  and aMokal  lisymimiuL 

6.9,  ^S. 
aalhorita  lettefs  to  and  fmas  the  direc- 
tor-gene rai  of  the  boapitoiy  to  be  wr. 

free  of  postage,  631 . 
authorise  letters  to  and  fitMi  the  •apn'- 

iBteadoot  of  finaaee  lo  bo  scsi  Bee 

of  postage,  621 . 
their  order  rehUtve  totho  ai 

of  brigade  cbaplaiak  631 
direct  tftm  senlemeatot ' 


naval  officerv,  kc-  631. 
allbw  depreciatioo  of  pay 
euca  to  col.  Armaiid*alegi«my631,  »\?. 

authorize  Movla»*s  le^onar?  earps  » 

be  equipped  and  aeooocreily  6&. 
empowered  by  aaact  of  Ne«r^cr»n  » 

levy  and  collect  impost  liinii  o,  6£ 
authorise  the  excbango  of  gcmersl Bar- 

^uyne  for  Henry  Laoreuay  IB3,  dj9 
their  regulations  retativa  lo 

and  diaehargesy  633^  6M. 
their  regoiations  rehoive  ao 

of  ck»thing.  634. 
their  instrnrttons  to  the 

eral,  636, 636. 
aciepi  the  resignation  of  Chaa.  Penr 

atnistantqiaarter-mnainr  gnutiil »  n^ 
abolish  the  office  of  aamsiant 

master  general,  637. 
tbtir  directions  to  the 

of  finance,  6^,  638.  639,  S¥K 

644, 546, 650, 6ol,  660, 664,  U>^^. 

672, 673,  OT4, 676, 678, 688,&^,  h  h 

695,  707,709,716,718,7»,724,T^ 
their  altowaace  to  captoin  TsBaT7 


authorise  the  appointasent  of  a  «i 
consul  to  rrside  in  Fraaoe,  638. rka 

authorise  an  exchange  of  4o»r,  6^ 

aathorixe  an  agent  for  the  I).  S'aic»  is 
reside  at  the  Uavans^  639,  640. 

appoint  colonel  Moana  Unncn  brig 

Jeneral,  by  brevet,  641. 
e  measorea  to  eelebrate  ^  asm?' 
varsaiy  of  American  indnswiaA  tt-. 

64i 
resignation  of  Samnel  finnlingnin  » 

pramdentof,  64C. 
tbeir  proceediags  rdntive  So  a  si^  t 
of  aims  for  mth^CbrolmM  milr^ 

643,*^ 
fleet  Thoosns  MVcnn  Iheir  pranairvc 

^U 
Iheir  thanks  to  Samnel  Iinaiiar''^% 

nothorise  the  settfeincM  off  ihe  ac- 
acooonla  of  baron  D*  Arendh,  64& 

order  French  seamen  on  bomd  «^ 
Americnn  vessel*  to  be  cfeliscsed  cf». 
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Congress  appoint  Saaael  Hodgdon, 

general  of  mUitai^  stores,  646. 
empowered  by  Virginia  tolo?y  and  col- 
lect impost  dnciesy  646. 
rescind  their  resolotion  of  the  15th 
Febraary,  1780,  respecting  briga- 
dier-general  Aflntoah,  646,  647. 
audMiriae  rations  te  be  delirered  to  offi- 
cers on  paroloi  647. 
accept    the    resi^tioa  of   Francis 
Lewis,  a  eomnisaoaer  of  the  board 
of  adnivalty^  647. 
aothorise  their  secretary  to  seal  and 
countersign  marine  comnission8^648. 
take  measares  for  the  relief  ef  prison- 
ers of  war  nrrived  in  eartels  from 
Charleston,  649. 
thcAr  directions  to  the  anditor-general 
respecting  bills  cfarawn  by  gen.  Lin- 
*  coin,  649. 

authorise  a  lean  for  the  reHef  of  dis- 
tressed citisens  of  Sooth-Carolina 
and  Georgia,  649^  6fiO. 
hccept  the  resignation  of  Francis  Hop- 

kinson,  treasurer  of  loans,  650. 
abolish  the  office  of  treasurer  of  loans, 

650. 
express  their  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  major-genend  Greene,  651. 
their  order  relative  to  the  calling  in 

and  issning  bills  of  credit,  651. 
take  measares  for  the  payment  of  de- 
legates and  salaries  of  civil  officers, 

651,653. 

their  reselre  relative  to  the  laboratory 

at  Springfield,  in  Massachusetts,651. 

refuse  to  allow  depreciatioB  of  pay  to 

majov-general  Sullivan^  653^  654. 
take  measures  for  the  relief  or  citisens 
of  the  United  States  confined  on 
board  of  prison  shiiw,  654. 
confirm  the  settlement  of  accounts  of 

Arthur  Lee,  655. 
instruct  the  governor  of  Connecticut  to 
resoke  commissions  for  the  seisure 
of  goods  on  Long-Ishuid,  be.  655. 
their  proceedings   relative  to  New- 
Hampshire  grants,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  Vermont  into  the  union,  656. 
their  proceedings  relative  to  consuls 

and  vice-consuls,  656, 657. 
authorise  the  delegates  from  South- 
Carolina   and    Georgia  to    receive 
loans  and  donations  for  distressed  in- 
habitants of  their  states,  657. 
direct  she  months*  pay  to  officers,  late 
prisoners  of  war  in  Soath-CaroUna 
and  Geoipa,  657. 
abolish  the  establishment  of  the  office 
of  interpreter  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  languages,  657. 
anthorise  a  general  exchange  of  prison- 
ers of  war,  608,  659. 
direct  a  remonstrance  to  be  made  in 
the  case  of  protested  bills  of  exchange 
by  British  officers,  659. 
diM^ontinue  the  office  of  brigade«chap- 
lain  to  the  corps  of  light  dragoons, 

659. 
anthorise  nn  appraisement  of  leaden 
snouts  fakfn  from  houses  in  Phila- 
delphia, 659. 
vacate  the  contract  made  with  James 

Byenj  cannon-founder,  659. 
nrge  the  states  to  send  their  foil  repre- 
sentation of  dflrgaics,  659. 
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Congress  nuthorise  the 

ment  of  the  aocoonts  of  T.' 
Schweighaaser,  660. 
their  nUowaoee  to  Etiiabeth  Bomni 

th^  directions  to  the  soperintendent 

of  finance,  660. 
authorise  a  dispositioa  of  eaanonand 

stores,  late  behmginf^to  the  sloop 

Argo,  660. 
their  proceedings  rolative  to  col.  baae 

Haynes,660,665^668. 
authorise  the  appointment  of  an  agent 

of  marine,  ana  prescribe  his  dutistt 

660,661* 
order  an  advance  of  money,  uic.  to 

Christopher  Gadsden  and  othe  rs,661 . 
order  arms  repaired  in  Philadelphia  to 

be  sent  to  thesonthem  army,6ol,  66f . 
their  proceedings  respecting  consuls 

genermi  of  France,6fit,  664, 665, 666. 
their  recommendation  of  lieM.  colonel 

du  Buy  1000,662. 
direct  a  settlement  of  his  aeeounti.  66t. 
their  dispoeitmn  of  clothing,  artilleiy, ' 

Ite.  shipped  to  the  United  States  by 

order  oTJ.  Laorens,  66S. 
direct  the  settlement  of  acconntoof 

Samuel  Cakhrel],late  agent-clothieri 

663. 
ttpprove  the  conduct  of  lient.  col.  John 

Laureas.  and  peraiit  him  to  Join  the 

arm^,  663. 
their  instructions  to  die  court  of  ap« 

peals  in  the  case  of  Fadricfc  Mahon^ 

and  others,  663. 
direct  payment  to  be  made  for  a  Pirtn« 

^  gnese  snow  and  cargo,  664. 
direct  an  inquiry  into  die  conduct  of 

major-general  Robert  Howe,  664. 
direct  postage  to  be  charged  on  letters 

received  oy  the  board  of  treasoiy, 

664. 
discontinue  the  appmntflient  and  fnnc* 

tions  of  the  board  of  admiral^,  navy 

boards,  a^nts,  be.  665. 
their  directions  to  maj.  gen.  Heath JS65. 
their  requisition  for  troops  on  Ilew- 

Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  666. 
their  ordinance  for  regulating  the  trea'* 

sury,  and  adlnsting  the  pobtic  ac^ 

counts,  666,  667. 
authorise  the  fitting  out  and  employ 

ment  of  vessels  of  war,  667. 
authorise  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 

of  WiUiam  Lee,  667. 
assign  a  day  for  a  general  thanksgivini^, 

668,680,681. 
their  proceedings  reladve  to  vice-con' 

snls,668.  • 
authorize  pay  of  rents  of  store-houses 

used  by  the  French  fieet  and  army 

in  Rhode-Island,  668. 
approve  the  conduct  of  majof-general 


Greene,  668. 

determine  on  retaliation  for  the  inhu- 
man treatment  of  American  prison- 
ers by  the  enemy,  668,  689. 

authorise  Svmsbory  mines,  in  Conlioc- 
ticut,  to  be  Goaverted  into  a  prison, 

669. 

order  Pennsyltania  levied  to  rendes« 
vous  at  or  near  Philadelphia,  669. 

their  requisition  for  militia  on  the  siato 
of  Delaware,  669. 

appoint  a  treasurer  and  rogiitor  in  the 
treasury  office,  669. 
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Coogrew  anthorite  monuments  to  be  ereeted  to 
the  memory  of  the  brigadien-geoeral 
Davidson  and  Scriven,  669. 
regolnte  Che  hospital  department,  669, 

670. 
nppoint  ofiicera  in  the  hoipitnl  depart- 
ment, 669, 670. 
A^r  directions  to  the  late  ccmimiflBion- 
era  of  the  chambers  of  accoants,671 . 
direct  brigadier-general  Irwin  to  take 
command  of  the  garrisonatFittsbnrg, 

671. 

pannit  major  Lomume  to  retife  from 

the  senrice  of  the  United  Staies,  671, 

673. 
appoint  a  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 

672,676. 
.  direct  the  Talae  of  rations  to  be  ascer- 
tained, from  time  to  time,  67)i. 
direct  a  settlement  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  late  M.  do  Coodray  ,672. 
dieir  instructions  to  the  eommissionert 

for  Indian  affairs,  672. 
mthorise  a  settlement  for  depreciation 

of  pay  of  general  officers,  CTS. 
continue  the  duties  and  appointment  of 
the  oommlnioners  of  tne  board  of 
war,  673. 
their  (hrections relative  to  col.  Armand 

and  bis  legionary  corps,  673. 
alter  the  suaries  of  tne  secreuiyat 
war,  and  seeretaiy  of  marine,  673. 
^  approve  the  conduct  <^  the  superinten- 

dent of  finance,  674. 
empowered  by  North-Carolina  to  levy 

and  collect  dnties,  674. 
take  measures  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
papers  in  the  several  offices  of  the 
treasury,  674. 
take  measnres  for  the  exchange  of  Ro- 
bert Stark,  676. 
direct  pajjrment  to  the  officers  of  the  late 
mustenng  department  in  Maaqachu- 
8stts,676. 
direct  a  settlement  of  accounts  of  Dr. 

J.  Witherspoon,  676. 
receive  information  of  the  battle  at  En- 
taw  Springs,  &c.  676. 
attij^  reasons  for  superseding  George 
Tumar,  late  commissary  of  prison- 
ers, 676. 
their  proceedings  on  the  memorials  of 
the  Illinois,  Wabash,  and  Indiana 
land  companies,  676, 677. 
rescind  their  resolve  of  the  10th  of  An- 
eust,  1776,  relative  to  Canadian  vo- 
lunteers, 678. 
reduce  the  rate  of  postage  on  letters,678. 
regulate  the  salaries  ofthe  post-master 
general,  bis  aasistant,  and  deputies, 

678. 
resignation  of  Thomas  M'Kean,  presi- 
dent of,  678,  679. 
their  request  to  Thomas  M'Kean,  pre- 
sident of,  678,  679. 
receive  information  of  the  surrender  of 

lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army,  679. 
Aeir  proceedings  relative  to  the  sur- 
render of  lord  Cornwallis  and  his 
army,  679, 680. 
(heirproclamatioa  amigniiwa day  for 

a  general  thanki|givinff,680,681. 
disagree  to  a  motion  made  by  the  dele- 
gates  from  Virgin ia,  681 . 
.    disohaive  the  committee  of  commeicel 
from  farther  proceeding,  68t.  I 


,  their  reaohes  relative  to  the  ttfgM 

of  earl  Cornwallis  and  hii  vmj,&L 
their  resolves  relalife  to  tke  km 

near  the  Eatow  SpriBn,681 
appoint  nujor-geaeral  Mspmis  Lis* 

cola  secretary  at  war,  9&^  693. 
coatinne  the  board  of  war  wtvA  ibe  *• 

cretaiy  shall  eater  apoaliu  dtfiei, 

Gfi. 
their  reqaiaition  on  the  slattt  for  t^ 

millions  of  dollars,  681 68i,  ^ ' 
approve  the  aegotiatioB  oi  a  trean  vA 

the  Cherokee  and  Chitkaav  b- 

dians,684. 
receive  an  applicatioa  6eai  PmsT'Io' 

taia  relative  to  hiads  is  dbfnte,  *&. 
receive  returns  of  primaers,  trtferiy, 

Im.  taken  at  York  sad  Wamse, 

in  Virginia.  686. 
elect  Jcon  Hanson,  a  delepie  i-m 

Marflaiid^  their  0residcBt,6S 
their  direction  to  the  secretv;  tor  k- 

reign  affairs,  686. 
their  ihanka  to  Thomai  IFKoa,  te 

president,  686. 
their  directions  to  the  biadofw. 

relative  to  general  R.  Hove,  u^s 

prisoners  of  war,  686^  $fl. 
rescind    their    resolntam  resptr^ 

(Quarter-master's  certiicsie&^  c.j 
their  |)roceedinga  rebtive  to  tk  n»- 

sions  of  Mew-Tork,  Vif|iaiii  u^ 

Connecticut,  687, 688. 
assign  a  day  for  the  appeanace  cf 

Pennqrivanin  and  CoaiMdicii,^ 

their  agents,  CSS. 
allow  three  months*  safaMtesrekfli' 

cers  returned  from  Cliarieiiai,^f 

disagree  to  a  proposiiioo  rebtiw  ei 
reinforcement  of  the  tood»n«"* 


6:^ 


disagree  to  a  proposition  reisiive  n^ 
promotion  of  officers,  689. 

promote  sund  it  officers  ibr  sieriivva 
services  at  lork-towa,  \ir%ttA0 

direct  a  new  arraiicemeatsftb?«^ 
cers  ofthe  South-CaroJissasdClMr' 

gia  lines,  690. 
authorise  Richaid  Peters  loexeitis 

the  duties  of  the  war  de|isitBa« 

pro  tempore  f 
assign  certain  powers  and  dvtictn* 

secretary  of  mari  ne.  Im.  691 . 
regulate  and  provide  ror  the  iHsaew 

of  their  president,  691. 
permit  the  marquis  de  la  fvj^  * 

return  to  France,  691  ^ 

their  resolves  rehitive  toiafiEseooos^ 

the  laws  of  natioas,  693. 
authorise  the  superinteadestsf£sW 

to  manage  loans,  &c.  695,  fSS. 
grant  an  audience  lo  genen)  Wa«dt 

ton,  694. 
direct  a  supplv  of  arms  l»  be  mt  ** 

Norih-Caiylina,  696. 
their  ordinance  relative  mcspCBti* 

water,  696  to  699. 
nrge  the  slates  to  i 

of  troops,  TOO,  701. 
direct  retoms  lo  be  made  of  w*ik  • 

habitants,  701. 
prohibit  the  issae  of  partieslw 


raalB  ia  favor  of  oflkers  of  tk#  i^'' 

•Bthorise  South-Carolina  sad  Geof* 
to  be  farnikcd  with  ami,  kc.  ^ 
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refer  the  applicatioD  of  John  LuTegny, 
to  the  court  of  appeals,  70S. 

order  a  letter  from  Richard  Petera^to 
be  entered  on  their  jou malSyTOS, 703. 

take  meaiuretfor  recruiting  and  aap- 
plying  the  army,  703, 704. 

their  retolve  respecting  associated  loy- 
altsu  in  New-York,  704. 

furnish  New-York  with  gunpowder, 

704. 

add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 
and  orders,  704. 

their  ordinance  for  incorporating  the 
sobscriisers  to  the  Bank  of  North 
America,  705, 706, 707. 

Uieir  resolves  reanectiag  officers  aotbe- 
lon^ng  to  the  line  of  any  mte,  705. 

direct  payment  of  the  salaries  of  for- 
eign ministers  of  the  Unified  Stales, 

707. 

take  measures  for  the  wixure  and  con- 
demnation of  British  merchandise, 

707. 

direct  a  new  arrangement  of  the  medi- 
cal and  hospitaT  departments,  707, 

70B,  709. 

their  amendatory  ordinance  relative  to 
captures  on  water,  709. 

their  plan  for  conducting  the  inspector's 
department,  710^  711, 712. 

authorise  the  appointment,  and  fix  the 
salaries,  of  omceis  in  the  war  de- 
partment, 713. 

rescind  their  resolution  of  the  S5th  of 
May,  1781, 713. 

receive  a  return  of  officers  to  be  re- 
tained in  service,  713. 

refuse  relief  in  the  case  of  the  ship 
Marquis  la  Fayette,  714. 

confirm  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial 
in  favor  Qf  mujor-ceneral  IL  Howe, 

714. 

prescribe  new  duties  to  their  secretary 
and  augment  his  salaiy,  715,716. 

elect  two  auditors  of  the  treasury,  716. 

elect  a  post-master  general  and  bis 
assistant,  716. 

authorize  their  secretary  to  gnol 
passports  for  the  exportatii^  of  to- 
bacco, 717. 

their  directions  to  the  clothier-general, 

717. 

their  directipas.  to  the  court  of  appeals, 

717. 

authorize   a  prosecution  against  the 

^  commander  of  the  sloop  Morning 
Star,  717, 718. 

direct  supplies  to  be  sent  to  the  souths 
ern  army,  718. 

add  a  new  rule  to  their  standing  rules 
and  orders,  718. 

authorize  cartels  witli  the  enemy  for 
the  exchaiure,  subsistence,  iic.  of 
prisoners  or  war,  718.  * 

their  proceedings  relative  to  major- 
general  R.  Howe,  719, 720. 

direct  an  adjustment  of  accounts  of  of- 
ficers in  the  late  general  hospital, 

720. 

authorize  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners to  settle  the  public  accounu 
in  each  stale,  721, 722. 

regulate  the  department  of  foreign  af- 
fairs, and  repeal  their  former  act  on 
that  subject,  723, 724. 

their  dlrectiops  to  R.  Smith,  agent  of 
the  U.  States  at  the  Havana,  724. 


CoBgresa  take  measures  for  the  releaae  of  Henxy 
Laurens,  confinod  in  the  tower  of 
London,  723. 

their  further  amendatory  ordinance  r«> 
lative  to  captarea  on  water,  726. 

727. 

their  instmctiens  to  Massachusetts  in 
the  case  of  John  Temple,  728.  \ 
«      authorise  the  appmntment  of  five  com* 
missioners  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
departmenu,  728,  729. 

modify  their  resolutions  of  the  22d  of 
February  last,  relative  to  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  afiairs,  729. 

grant  leave  of  absence  to  the  secretary 
for  foreign  afiairs,  733. 

drcUne  reinstating  col.  Gansevoort  in 
his  former  rank  in  the  New-Yoik 
line  of  the  aony.  783. 

their  decision  in  the  case  of  the  ship 
Resolution,  and  of  the  bii|[  Eerstea 
and  cargo,  733. 

appoint  James  Elliot  assistant  geogra- 
pher to  the  United  States,  793. 

their  allowance  to  John  I>.  Alvey^ 
post-master  with  the  main  army,  739. 

take  measures  for  the  pavment  ot 
prise-money  due  to  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  Bon  Homme,  Richard, 
and  the  Alliance  frigate,  734. 

refer  to  New-York  an  applieatioa 
from  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  734. 

modify  their  resolutions  of  the  Idth 
Jnly  and  30th  of  October,  1780,  rela* 
tive  to  Quarter-masters,  734, 735. 

their  proclamation  relative  to  a  day  of 
humiliation,   (asting,    and    prayer, 

take  measures  fbr  staying  suits  against 
officers,  and  agents  for  supplies  fur- 
n  ished,  or  aerv  ices  renderec^7S6,737. 

modify  their  resolution  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1780,  relative  to  the 
pay  of  regimental  swgcons,  737. 

their  proceedingfe  relative  to  brigadier- 
general  fliloultrie  and  others,  737, 

738,7391 

promote  brigadier^eneral  Knox  to 
the  rank  of  maior-geaeral,  738. 

repeal  theiractorthe  12th  oi  Januaiyi 
1780,  rektlve  to  M.  Galvan,  739. 

anthonse  the  raisin|^  a  corps  of  pio- 
neers to  serve  with  the  southern 
army,  739.  ^ 

require  returns  to  be  made  of  general 
officers,  and  of  officers  in  the  quar- 
terrmaster's  department,  740. 

take  measures  for  apprehending  and 
securing  deserters,  and  prisoners  of 
war,  7-M). 
Connecticut  to  cause  clothing  to  be  made  for  tho 
army,  49. 
militia  called  into  service,  55. 
money  advanced  to,  55,  113,  149, 

284  646. 
delegates  from,  155,  156,  235,' 438! 
462, 467, 645,  651,  629, 678. 
not  less  than  two  delegates  to  repro- 
.  sent  and  give  the  vote  of,  21 1,212. 
quota  of  Mghty  battalions  of  troops, 

empowers  anv  one  delegate  to  re« 
present  anci  give  the  vote  of,  263. 

ratifies  the  articles  of  confederation. 
.  963. 

quota  of  forty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, 284. 


mam 
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heretofore  advaaeed  te, 
to1ieappUed,319,aH). 
quota  of  fifiteeB  bUIiobs  of  dollars, 

373. 
to  fiimuii  tlM  anusr  wilfa  pnnrtsioot, 

410, 4S0. 
io  eomplete  the  quota  amgoed,  417. 
qnota  of  lapplies  for  the  aext  cam- 

paigB,  «»,  486, 437. 
to  famiah  prorisioos  to  the  ageat  of 

marine  of  Fraace,  441. 
aiged  to  pay  iuqaota  of  tea  millions 

of  doUaia,  4ffi. 
to  fanish  provisioas  fiur  the  army, 

weekly,  Al9. 
qootoof  troops  nader  a  aew  arrange- 

Bient  of  the  army,  6dt«  638. 
qoota  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  pay- 
able in  pnmsioas  and  specie,  548, 

643,544. 
qaota  of  oiglity  thoasand  dollars  in 

specie,  50. 
qim>ta  of  m.  amoths*  pay  of  the. 
•     anny.  in  speeie,  568. 
act  of  tne  legislature  of,  594. 
■ot  to  station  iovaltds  in.  595. 
commissions  issued  b^  tne  gofemor 

of,  to  be  revoked.  655. 
disputes  between  Pennsylvania  aad, 

685,688. 
Cmiaer,  lient.  col.  Morgan,  granted  leave  of 

abteBee,407. 
ConnoUy  John,  not  to  be  OKchaaged  without 
the  special  order  of  Congress, 

36. 

ooatidered  as  a  spy  and  emissaiy 

fraui  the  Sritaui  army,   121, 

ISS. 

ordered  to  be  olosely  confined, 

and  that  no  perton  converse 

with  him,  115. 

his  exohanffo  authorised,  385. 

Goastitationa  of  the  severd  states  to  be  collect* 

ed  aad  Doblished,  559. 
Consul  or  the  United  States  in  France,  b'ls  sala- 

ry,  541— appointed,  645. 
Consuls,  proceedings  relative  to  the  powers  aad 

privileces  of,  301, 311,  656,  657, 710. 
Conture,  Aions.  du,  comet  in  colonel  Armand*s 

legion,  473. 
Conventum  of  Saratoga,  decision  of  Connes  on 
the,  45. 46. 
Ifoops.   (See  Priiomn  of  mar.) 
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Gostavaa,  eraetty  tnated  b)  dK 
eBemy,3a. 
measarss  twea  Cor  to 
relief,  9Uw 
Cefmenkito  priater  to  be  empkrasd,  S9. 
Coroin  Manaret,  allowance  to,  oK,^. 
Cornell  EamLi^l,  a  delegate  irom  lh»de-Ida< 

40 

elected  cmamhaisaer  of  He 

board  of  war,  pro  teapore. 

656,  SS 
granted  leaveof  she«ee.34 
to  visit  mifitarystom  and  bb- 
ratory  ta  the  eatten  dcpn- 
ment,  &e.  614. 
CorawalKs,  and  Ua  anny  at  Toridova,  Viifak, 
surrender  of  loid,  679. 
toms  of  his  exchange,  725. 
Cernyi  Mobs,  de,  brevet  lient.  eokwei  of  cmkr, 

46S,«i 
recommeadatmy  lenm  k- 
Bisliedto,  46(,464. 
Corps,  of  engineera  established,  2M. 
Cottoam,  capc.  lie«t.  his  lesigBatioa  scccpMl, 

•Coadrsy,  Mens,  do,  allowance  to  the  itpKna- 

atives  of  the  late,  67S. 
Counterfeiters  of  bilb  of  credit,  messsmtita 

for  prosecuting,  468. 
Court  of  afipeals.    (See  JfyfeaU.) 
Conns  of  uqniffj  and  coorts-aisi^  ^fom- 
meat  of  naval,  26. 
martial,  testimony,  how  ts  be  cbimed 

ia  causes  depenoing  before,  392- 
for  the  trial  of  piracies,  be.  esnb&M, 

606,  ST. 

Craik  James,  chief  physician  nnd  flvgeoB  of  th 
army,  592. 

Credentials,  delegates  produce  their,  S5|  39.  W, 
127,  128,  134,  135,  145,  146,  147, 14S,  15} 
156,  202,  216,  235,  261,  264,  907,  310,  5Ii, 
320,  326,  329,  330,  339,  341,  989,  597, 999, 
404,  406,  409,  418,  419,  427,  429,  430,  O, 
444,  445,  462,  466,  462,  463,  41D.  475. 4^, 
615,  517,  545,  549,  653,  559,  m,  561,  ^!' 
629,  646,  648,  649,  672,  674,  685,  691, 71«, 

Crenis,  Kent,  colonel,  money  ndvaaced  loj^ 
Cunningham  Joseph,  proceedings  ef  Cwp* 

respecting,  325,  326. 
Curson  Samuel,  bill  dlrawa  in  his  fcfornh 

paid,  12. 
his  acecmnts  to  be  mtdal,  ^ 


Dale  Richard,  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  648. 
Dandridge,  Capt.  his  resignation  aocepted,449. 
D'Annemours,  Mens,  de,  consul  of  France  for 

Maiyland,  102. 
D'Annemours,  Sieur,  vice  consul  of  France,  in 

Virginia,  330. 
D*Aniuour,  Mons.oonsul  of  France  forNoith- 

Carolina.427. 
D'Arendt,  Baron^  furlough  granted  to,  24. 
takes  his  leave  ofCongrem,  58. 
allowed  pay  and  depreciatioa,  645. 
Dart  John  S.  auditor  of  accouato  for  the  south- 
ern army,  558. 
Davidson,  brig,  general,  moniraient  to  the  me- 

orary  ot,  669. 
Davies,  col.  his  conduct  approved  by  Congress, 

271. 
Davis,  lient.  S.  his  resignation  accepted.  449. 
Deane  Joseph,  summoned  to  attend  Congrem, 

130. 
Silas,  attends  Congress,  21, 22, 29, 59. 


D. 

Deane 


Silas,  coasiderBtioB  of  his  letter  pocqm- 

ed,  66.  _. 

requests  eitractsof  letter*  rweei- 

ing  on  his  character  aad  m 

duct,  67.  , 

a  day  assigned  for  besiisfi  w^, 

required  to  report,  is  ^'"^l  J 

aAiirs  relauve  to  ht«^P«"fT' '? 

beard  in  hisdefeoee,190,l»,l<i^ 

166,166,169,171,171     _ 
poblicatioa  relative  to  the  *«» 

of,  177.  ^  M£ 

chaiige  exhibited  agsiast,  S»,^ 

farther    proceedmgf    '^TjJ 

allowance  made  lOi  535,3*4^ 
dischaiged  fifum  6irtl«r  •nu- 
ance oA  Conprsss,  385|W» 
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Dtaoe,  6igttte»  pnooaedings  relative  to  a  t< 
and  carao  taken  by  tlie,  605. 
De  Boia,  v^or,  allowed  nay  for  twelve  aMNitkf, 

anddjacbarged  from  public  aerrice,  247. 
Debts  due  froa  ibe  CJeited  Staies»  horn  to  be 
paid,  696. 600. 
estimates  ot,  612. 
Declaration  of  Congrew  relatave  to  Creo.  Jobo* 

Btoae,Briciehco«miaaioaeri  13, 14|  15. 
Defence,  ibip.  witb  ber  caigo  of  proTitiona,  per- 
mitted tosail,  3S0. 
De  Frey,  capt  Cbarlea,f mated  leaTO  of  ab- 

aence,  371, 391 . 

excuaed  from  fyrtber  aerrioe, 

and   permitted  to  retnm  to 

France,  381. 

money  advanced  tOf  381. 

De  Kalb,  Baron,  momiment  to  tbe  memory  of, 

•  536. 

Delegmea  appear  and  prodace  their  credeotiab, 

T  11, 19,  &,  39,  109, 127,  ItB,  134, 

135,  146,  146,  147,  148,  156,  166, 

«02,  216,  Ml,  864,  307,  310,  31t, 

320,  3S6,  S£9,  330,  341,  389,  391, 

397,  399,  404,  406,  409,  418,  419, 

4?7,  429,  430,  438,  444,  445,  462, 

456,  462,  463,  470,  475,  497,  615, 

517,  646,  649,  563,  669,  676,  681, 

617,  629,  646,  648,  649,  672,  674, 

685,  691,  714.  718,  719. 

obtain  leave  of  absence,  10,  36. 39, 62, 1 

67,    109,  196,  207,  263,  297,  304, 

319,  334,  343,  368,  369,  376,  379, 

392,  395,  406,  409,  631,  692,  610, 

632,  644,  660,  704,  733,  757,  740. 

from  states  aot  represented  in  Cono 

'  gress,  votes  of,  14, 86,  91 .  92, 1 1 1 , 

m,  131,  138,  144,  147,  167,  160, 

161,  162,  169,  170,  171,  172,  174, 

186,  209,  211,  213,  214,  220,  221, 

226,  230,  233,  234,  236,  236,  237, 

238,  240,  241,  248,  250,  251,  263, 

254,  265,  256,  257,  238,  259,  260, 

261,  262,  277,  284,  286,  296,  312, 

313,  318,  319,  325,  332,  336,  339, 

340,  344,  347,  348,  350,  367,  376, 

379,  383,  387,  391,  397,  401,  403, 

407,  409,  413,  414,  415,  595,  697, 

598,  599,  6(H,  605,  611,  621,  622, 

625,  629,  633,  634,  639,  643,  645, 

647,  649,  653,  654,  658,  661,  662, 

670,  671,  674,  676,  677,  679,  680, 

681,  687,  688,  689,  690,  691,  695, 

696,  700,  701,  704,  710,  719,  725, 

726,  727,  730,  732,  733,  738,  739. 

excased  from  voting  on  questions  taken 

by  yeas  and  nays,  14,  64,  83,  105, 

147, 326. 
to  be  supplied  with  articles  at  their 

origins)  cost  and  charges,  23. 
permitted  to  change  their  votes,  414. 
under  the  articles  of  eonfedoration, 

592. 

from  North-Carolina,  South-Carolina, 

and  Georgia,  advances  of  money  to, 

651. 
Delaware,  the  enemy *«  fleet  appear  in  the  river, 

Aid. 

application  to  Congress,  relative  to 
tortifying  tbe  river,  29. 

claim  of  the  United  States  to  be  pro- 
secuted for  a  vessel  and  cargo  sunk 
in  the  river,  35. 

reonisition  of  Congress  for  a  call  of 
tne  assembly  of,  115. 

lielegat^s  from,  427,  681,  651,  714, 

718,725. 


Delaware  delegates,  antboriaed  lo  aign  the  artl- 

elea  of  confederation,  201. 

202,  209, 267. 

to  lay  and  eootinoe  an  embargo  on  tlie 

exportatioa  of  provisions,  316, 468, 

465. 
i|BOta  of  forty-five  arillioas  of  dollars, 

284. 
of,  eighty  battalions  of  troops, 

223,432. 
to  supply  •laasaehusetts  and  Berma- 

da  with  pmisioBs,  250, 278. 
urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  milUona 

ofdolUrs,4fi7. 
instruetions  of  Congress  to  the  presi- 
dent of,  346. 
quota  of  flflteen  millions  of  dollan, 

373. 
of  supplies  for  the  next  cam- 
paign,436,436,437. 
to  famish  proviswns  for  tbe  army,  373. 

374, 410, 519,  548: 
quota  of  troops  under  the  arrange* 
ment  of  the  armv,  532, 538. 
of  six  millions  of  dollars,  pay- 
able in  provisions  and  spe* 
cie,  648,  643,  644. 
of  eighty  thousand  dollan,  in 
specie,  463. 
to  send  provisions  to  Trenton,  in  New- 
Jersey,  669. 
militia,  requisition  of  Congress  for, 

009. 

DeawTO  Raymond,  his  papenand  accounts,  how 

disDosed  of,  13. 
his  bills  to  be  paid,  37. 
Denning  William,  commissioner  of  the  board  of 

treasury,  451. 
Depreciatk>n  of  paper   currency,  to  be  made 
good,  437, 447. 
of  money,  received  by  officers,  how 

settled.  617. 
of  new  bills  of  credit,  measures 
taken  to  prevent,  514. 
Deputy  adjutant  genernl  and  quarter-master  for 
the  Mothern  department,  appointed, 

125. 
paymaster  general  in  Georgia,  directioae 

of  Congress  to,  88, 89. 
Secretary  of  Congress,  appoiated,  992. 


paymasters  general,  and  assistants,  al* 

lowance  to,  455. 

commissary  of  prisoners  for  the  southern 

department,     authorised, 

247,  347! 

general  at  Albemarle  bar^ 

racks,  authorised  ,247, 947. 

Derick,  mijor,  prosioted,  and  permitted  to  re- 

tura  to  Europe.  116. 
granted  leave  of  aosence,  488. 
bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor 

of,  488. 
his  accounts  to  be  settled,  619. 

620. 
Deserters  to  be  apprehended  and  secured,  740. 
Desertk>ns  from  the  convention  troops,  mea- 
sures taken  to  prevent,  327, 461. 
from  the  troopa  of  allied  powere, 
measu  res  taken  to  prevent,  9S7, 461 . 
Desbon  J.  his  resignation  accepted,  617. 
Des  Isnard,  major,  his  application  refused,  206. 
D*£staing,  Count,  application  for  the  porehase 

of  vessels,  made  to,  26. 
expression  of  the  opinion  of 
Congress,  relative.te,93. 
Destooches,  Chevalier,  thanks  of  Congress  to, 

6O&1 


gnuLed  love  orabMPC'  . 
PhihuiMB,  adalegua  fran  DbIhwi 


70U,7O*,119,'3SS,')SS,TW,T3J,738, 
T39. 
illiain,  and  Mlicn,  their  pclUJoa  reject- 


Doon  of  CoD^nH  •Vtatd  dariafp^ic  wt- 
diencei,  lo  fo  reign  Biaiiier*,  6,  XO. 

DoiflaH  Joha,  pnic«BdiDf<  at  CiB(rHi  R»- 
nminE,  337. 

"—  ■ppMli>th*cneorik*rioir-*'>S- 

Cuiwr,  nvceaduip  ntun*  n  th*  o^ 


Dorer  Cuiwr,  proceadian 

Ian  of  Hie,  m. 
Dow,  Ileal.  proBMed,  488.  _ 


Dowoe  Suiuel,  < 


bill*  of  credit,  3U. 


lit  of  credit,  31  _ 
ly  BilmiMd  Ml,  151. 
rner  fur  ikiliwji»t  bifc 


Dos  Audnw,  n 

ofcTHiit,  US. 

Di>7lMi  Btnfaan, 

WiUiaai  Henj,>  d«k>nM  f 


Dmw  JiBci,  K  daletua  Iroa  Nsw-Tack,  U^ 

DnboU,  col.  Lairii,  hi*  n^  eaabluhHl,  an 

lu»mina>ian  acoaind^. 
Dock  Cieak  packet,  lo»  dT,  not  ut  ba  lainBii 

b]>  the  Uniied  Slaiaa,  76. 
DoBiaiae  and  Ljoa,  pnteaedia(i  as  dv  pali^a 

0f,6M. 
Duoi*p  Jofan,  onlered  to  attend  Coapn,  171. 
tail pablicatiinB  nlatitFe  ninrdp 
aoairi  diMpprarad  bf  Csafna, 


Daliei, » 
gnwr. 

Dyer  EUciiali 
IN,  U6. 


(  lOtn  and  pnicesdia|ia  of  Cia- 
e  to  iiii»«,  S7I,  W3,  5«,  SS. 
4,  60(^  £01,614,  646,  CM. 


EHjte  and  caritfi,  proceediDgt  relalJTe  Id  tbe 

cafilDFe  uf  \he  brig,  M3. 
Eutem  ouics,  proceedtiin  relatjie  to  a  nnipl; 
ofpravLsiaMrortbe,41,m 
iwirioiic  auniou  of  the,  BO. 
EaKon,  catonef  Jumei,  diimiucd  froia  the  ter- 
ticcofdieUoiiul  SuicSjSlS. 

with.'slS. 
EdcnWilliain.     (_Se<!  Brilv,k  n 
Ecnirn  and  cargu,  procccdingi 

Uieline,7:». 
En-Harbor,  Ncn-JorKy,  npf 

BriUib  ttm  off,  79. 
Eicbelbener,   lieut.  Martin,  bl 

Elbert,  col.  qipKo 


•S 


u  trim  Hhode-ltland,  119. 
leave  of  ahscnce,  TOT,  644. 
nl  a  comniiuioner    of   Ibt 
of  «Jniir»1n,  47!. 
plancenolified,4TS. 


DieiK,  7!3 

1,  (mineo  leave  of  al>B«BCP,»/f. 

ElBfltJoMlhaD,  a  deleinle  from  New-JerMv, 
6MI,7(H. 


Embaito  on  ibe  exportalioa  of  pnn  iaoas  b  be 
contiDueii  Bad  eittoned,  17,  7T,  TS, 
34G,3aO,41S,4SI,«! 
cbded,  by  imwonaitiaB  of  idiacCB 
from  M*nrlaD<r,  54. 
Embenlcnient  of  poblic  iiorc*,  poaakBCM* 

be  inflicted  for  (he,  All. 
EroiiwHti  of  bill*  of  credit,  46,  <T,  73, 113.  IM, 
IW,34S,>eT,lSL 
t98, 334,363.?% 
395,40t,443,4W 
accosat  Id  be  te- 
niilwd      of      ibr 


dnciaixed   li 


Enemj,  proreediofi  nMn  ■>  Knoaa  dnnai 
afcoiai  withia  tbeGaaof  ibt,  IS, 

neanm  (akea  to  n^llke,  80. 
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Baemyi  their  wantoA  and  otttrageoaB  barbarity 
in  Virginia)  188. 
meamrM  taken  to  pre?eiit  sappties  to 
the,  648. 
£nfant^onsX*,appointed  capt.of  engineer8,S4S. 
Engineers  ordered  to  Soath-CaroUna,  194. 
formed  iato  a  corps,  SS4. 
future  to  be  made  of  the  officers  of, 

547. 
Boomeration  of  white  inhabitants,  proceedings 

respecting  an,  691. 
£pinierB,  major,  obtains  leave  of  aboanoe  lor 

six  months,  144, 146, 967,  368. 
Erkelens  Gossinos,  hie  proposal  compGed  with, 

164,  I6d. 
EstimAteaof  supplies  lobe  reported  to  CoMross, 

of  debts  dee  from  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  current  year,  61S. 
Etombe,  sienr  de  \\  oounl-general  of  France, 

662,  664,  665. 
Eoropeaa  oonrts,  iatelligence  to  be  conunnoica- 

ted  rektire  to   views   and 
designs  of,  296. 
aOowaace  to  the  commission- 
ers of  the  United  States  to, 

334,335. 
fiastaec.  major,  his  resignation  accepted,  427. 
£otaw*Springs,  victory  gained  over  the  enemy 
at  the,  676. 


Evans  John,  summoned  to  attend  Coagress,  190. 
ETeleigh    Nicholas,    a   delegate  from    South- 

CaroliBa,  614. 
Exchange  of  prisoners  of  wnr,  proceedings  rela- 
tive lo  the,  4, 96, 66, 57,  58, 106, 
118,  129,  246,  247,  287,  422, 476, 
488, 604,  541,  559,  562,  569,  606, 
658,  669,  718.  719. 
of  state,  for  continental  bills  of  cre- 
dit, 80. 
Executive  authorities  of  states  may  permit  per- 
sons to  go  within  the  enemy's  lines,  29,  249, 

260. 
Expedition  against  the  Seneca  Indians  by  New- 

York,  241,  242. 
the  Mingo  and  Munsey  In- 
dians, 381. 
plan  approved  by  Congress  for  con- 
ducting the  western,  346. 
to  Penobscot,  inquiry  made  by  Mas- 
sachusetts relative  to  the.  416. 
Expenditures,  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 

diminishing  the  pulNic,  294. 
Express-riders,  for  conveyins   the  mail,   dis- 

chargGd,'41^. 
for  conveying  despatches  from 

Congress,  allowed,  421. 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  autbor- 
ised»  424. 


F. 


Paleoaar  Nathaniel,  appointed  a  member  of  the 

navy  board,  26. 
to  superintend  preases  for 
striking   bills  of  credit, 
itc.  54. 
Funny,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  sloop,  94. 
Fast,  days  appointed  for  a  general,  229,  230, 

441,  442, 596.  597, 736,  736. 
fay  Jonas,  oopiefl  of  papers  delivered  to,  342, 

343. 
Fayette,  marquis  de  la,  honored  by  Congress,  60. 

permitted  to  go  to  France,  and 
to  return  at  his  pleasure,  98. 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  98. 
an  elegant  sword,  with  proper 

devices,  preseated  to.  98. 
recommended  to  the  king  of 

France,  98. 
takes  leave  of  Congrem,  103.  • 
money  advanced  to,  117. 
returns  to  resume  his  command, 

457. 
money  borrowed  by,  to  be  paid, 

622. 
his  distinniished  services  and 
merit,  6^,  693. 
ship,  proceedings  u  the  case  of  the, 

714. 
Featherstone,  capt.  to  be  eichanged,  906, 309. 
Fell  John,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey,  142, 

145, 146, 404. 
Peter  R.  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of 
accounts,  466. 
his  resigoation  accepted,  605. 
Ferguson  Adam,  papers  transmitted  with  his 

letter^  to  be  publisned,  51. 
Few  William,  a  delMUte  from  Georgia,  456. 
Field  commissary  of  militai>'  stores,  his  duties 
and  compensation,  204, 205, 206. 
subsistence  allowed  to  the,  414,415. 
>,  committee  on,  appointed,  35. 

references   and    direc- 
tions to  the,  101. 


Finance,  committee  on.  report  from  the.  6S. 

plaa  of,  considered,  119, 122, 123,  124, 

170,  172,  173, 174,  176,  277,279, 289, 

294, 296, 306, 309,  310,311,  31^  316) 

347, 348, 372, 373,  672,  579, 576, 

ST7f  578. 
superintendent   of,   authorised.     (See 
Superintendent.) 
Fitxhugh,  Mr.  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  351. 
Flemii^  Charles,  endorser  of  new  bills  of  cre- 
dit, 635. 
his  resii^nation ,  71 8. 
William,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  264. 

f  ranted  Ica^c  of  absence,  369. 
lis  accoun  ts  to  be  settled,  653. 
Fleui}',  lieut.  col.  money  advanced  to,  151. 

to  tpply  to  the    minister  of 

France,  175. 
honored    by    Congress,   3.')9, 

370. 
granted  leave  of  absence  for 

nine  months,  968. 
his   furlough  extended,  468, 

6«. 
Francis,  proceedings  of  Congress  re- 
specting, 314. 
Flour  to  be  purchased,  for  the  use  of  the  army,  31 , 

77. 
to  bo  seised  aad  secured  for  the  use  of  the 

army,  31, 77. 
to  be  furnished  the  agent  of  the  marine  of 
France,  441 . 
Flower  Benjamin,  commissary  general  of  nHli- 

tary  stores, 
charged  with  frauds  and  mal- 
practices in  office,  2. 
ordered  to  be  arrested  and 

eonfiaed,  2. 
until  farther  order  of  Con- 
grem,4io  advances  of  mo- 
ney to  be  made  to,  2,  3. 
his  arrest  refenred  ta  geaetfl 
Arnold,  4. 


unnsx. 


IVwer  BtfBJMun,  apprebeadMl  ftad  pat  mder 

^afd|  6. 
h»  p*pen  to  be  MaMd  and 

Btevmdf  6. 
allowed  to  go  oQt  io  castodr 
of  ODO  or  more  TigikBt  ot- 
6cen,  It. 
ditcharged  from  confinement 
and  permitted  to  resnme 
the  doties  of  his  office.  31, 

3%. 

womefy  ndvnnecd  to,  M,  199. 

hit  death,  and  vacancy  of  his 

office.  616. 

Fkvd  William,  a  delegate  from  New-Tork,  128, 

173, 406, 692. 
FIj,  inqniiy  into  the  loss  of  the  sloop,  432. 
FolMNn,  rVadwaiel,  a  delegate  from  New-Hamp- 
shire, 418. 
Fontaine,  Mens.  Roche,  captain  of  engineers,  62. 
Footivereanx,  Chevalier  de,  lieatenant  of  caval* 

ry,  439,440. 
Fooks  Paul,  Bommoned  to  attend  Congress,  130 
his  mdaly,  as  interpreter  of  lan-> 
gunges,  increased,  414c 
Foqoet  NicholM  ud  Mark,  additional  alk>w- 

aace  to,  375. 
Forage  to  be  provided  for  the  anny,  141 . 

compensatioa  allowed  to  cooxmissaries 

of,  273. 
appointment  of  commissaries  of,  aotho- 

rised,490. 
taken  by  governor  Clinton,  to  be  paid 
for,  193. 
Foibes  James,  a  delegate  firom  MarylaBd,  127, 


his  death  and  funeral,  446. 
Foreign  afiain,  conuaitlee  of— 

references  and  directions  to  the, 
17,74,101,146,153,186,191, 

404,555. 
reports  from  the,  18, 74, 190. 
state  of.  considered,  18, 19,  20, 
21,  n,  26, 29,  59,  65,  69,  74, 
76,  80,  89, 163.  165,  169,  171, 
172,  251,  252,  256  to  260,  302, 
303,304,305. 
establishment  of  a  new  depart- 
ment o^  664. 
secretary  lor,  authorized,  564. 
appointed,  657. 
new  tegulalioBs  for  the  depart- 
ment of,  723, 724. 
loan,  plan  for  necDciatins  a,  295. 
ministers  of  the  UnKed  States,  their  sa- 
laries to  be  paid,  TCH. 
Forgery,  Cornelius  Sweers  char^^ed  with,  1 . 

convicted  of,  31. 
Forman  Ezekiel,  commissioner  of  the  board  of 

treasury,  386. 
his  resignation  accepted,  650. 
Forrest  Uriah,  allowance  to,  580, 581. 
Forster  iKiac,  monev  advanced  to,  15, 138, 139. 
Dr.  proceedings  in  the  case  of,  385, 386. 
ordered  to  deliver  up  public  stores 
in  his  possession,  637. 
Fort  Scbtiyler,  disposition  of  clothing  at,  141. 
Fort' Sullivan,  representation  of  general  Le6, 

relative  to  the  defence  of,  248,  2<&. 
Fortune,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  schooner,  86. 
Fowler,  Alexander,  auditor  of  army  accounts, 

208,387. 
France,  ministers  plenipotentiary  from  the  coort 
of,  (see  Oerardj  also  lAutme.) 
minister  plenipotentiaiy  of  the  Uuited 
States,  appoiated  to,  53,  56. 


FraBCOy  pfoffiedings  of  Marytaad 
treaties  with,  176. 
a  tnicei  or  peaee  with  Qtcat 
not  to  be  ooacloded 
sent  o(l  184. 
conpratnmtioMS   of  Consrem  mm    the 

birth  of  a  princess  of,  SSG. 
ntaliation  for  kguries  <lo«c  m  ike  s^ 

jects  of,  288. 
plaa  of  operations  for  the  laacl  and  nm&l 
forces  of,  503. 
Fnaccy,  lions,  de,  peoeeecfinga  oa  a  learr 

froBy  1. 
his  r«qui 

CO,  185. 
report    oa 

from,  299,  300. 
tobacco  ordered  to  be 
livered  tOy  90O. 
ofacw  biUa  aC 


Fraims  Taaeh, 
Franklin  Benjaantty 


the  conrt 


chane    exiHbtied 

266, 2M,  359. 
bills  of  excf 
4^,606,66f 
WilliaBi  late  governor  of 

propoaals  for  kna 


FraaksDaTMl, 


97. 


12.  f: 
decided  to  be  a  priaoaer  of  * 

United  Slates,  27. 

&rtber  i i  r'di^ 

to,  56, 57, 58. 

ocdercd  tobe 
fined,  97. 
deprived  of  km 

tenth  of  November 
a  return  of  proceediafs 

in  the  cane  ol,  98. 
xeiura  made,  98. 
considered  no  hmger  a 
of  the  United  Sintea,  lU. 
Frauds  and  abaaes  in  the  qonrter-nnsier  gener- 
al's departmeat  soggeated,  106. 
fay  masters  of  veaRla  and  shippers*  prc^ 

ceedings  aa ,  M& 


municipal  laws  «<' 
the  stales,  394 
Fraxer  Peraifer,  appoiated  clothier  geoeial,  3ii 

declines  acceptance,  325. 
Frederick,  in  Biaiytond,  pcisoaers  of  war  to  be 

removed  from  Attw- 
marie  barracks, 

to  SI 
^  ordereQ  to  be  lamoved 
to    Laacastrr    mmA 


mrlvaaia,  fiwm.  ^^ 
Freliagbausea  Frederick,  a  delegate  fram  Nem- 

Jersey,  142, 145,  146,  188. 
French  fleet,  proceedings  relative  fo  Ae  fotart 

operations  of  the,  51 . 
iafoiniuuioa  to  be  gives  retative  t» 
the,  464. 
offieers,  bills  of  exehaage  drawn  ia  Oiiw 
of,  114,115. 
Frey,  JSnron  de,  granted  leave  of  absence,  371. 

351 
excused  from  forthar  nervier, 
and  permitted  to  ratnra  *» 
France,  381. 
niobcy  advanced  to,  381 . 
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*u& 


Freney  and  Co.  settlement  of  their  claims,  681. 
Fletcher,  Samuel,  his  accouDts  to  he  settled,  553. 
FrigaCes,  coDtioenta  1,  to  be  pre|>ared  for  sea,  208. 
ordered  from  BostoD  to  South-Caro- 
liBa,387. 


Frost  George,  a  delegate  from  New-Ham  psbtrei 

109  136* 
Fry  Joseph,  door-keeper  to  CoDgreaa,  696.' 
Furman  Moore,  deputy  quaner-maatcr  in  New- 
Jersey,  499. 


Qadsden  C.  and  others,  money  advanced  ro,^l. 
Galvan,  capt.  his  applications  for  promotion,  not 

complied  with,  416,  701. 
Gahin,  maior^  to  be  employed  a^  inspector,  422. 
Gambier,  British  admiral,  bis  peremptory  requi- 
sition not  comiilied  with,  118. 
Gamble  James,  aeputy  quarter-master  general  of 

issnes,  548,  649. 
Gaming,  measures  <aken  by  Congress  to  sap- 
press,  85. 
Gandy  Jacob,  n  deserter,  recommended  to  the 
mercy  of  Congress,  3. 
pardoned, 3. 
Gano,  rev.  Jonn,  brigade  chaplain.  24. 
Gaosevoort,  Len.  commissioner  ot  extra  cham- 
ber of  accounts,  558. 
col.  Peter,  not  to  be  re-iastated  in 
his  former  rank,  733. 
Garanger,  Mons.  directed  to  join  the  army  under 

gen.  Washington,  304. 
Gmrdoqni  Joseph,uid  soifi,  their  thipmeot  of  mer* 

chandise,  1Z7.  • 

Gates,  Major-generml,  to  take  command  in  the 
eastern  department.  98. 
his  conduct  approved  oy  Coiwress^  171. 
^     transmits  a  proposal  for  fortifying  the  har- 
bour of  Boston,  171. 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  case  of  Angus- 
tin  Ijoiseao,  30i. 
to  take  command  of  tbo  southern  army, 

465. 
powers  and  directions  to,  466. 
,    suspended  from  bis  command,  634. 
ordered  to  head«|quarters,  620. 
Geddes  William,  comraittsioaer  of  the  chamber 

of  accounu,  112,  336,  387. 
empowered  to  act  as  a  commis- 
sioner of  claims,  164. 
appointed  auditor  of  the  trea- 
sury, 716. 
Geoeral  Advertiser,  offensive  |Aiblieations  rela- 
tive to  foreign  aifairs,  in  the,  177. 
MifHin  privateer,  reCaptn re  of  a  French 

vessel  by  the,  210. 
officers,  proceedings  on  a  memorial  of, 

507.608. 
allowed  the i  r proiio rtions  of  land,608. 

depreciation  of  pay,  673. 
to  be  employed  in  the  field,  return 
'      of,74S. 
Gentille,  at  Petersburg,  Virginia,  directions  for 

the  speedy  departure  of  the  vessel.  1 19. 
Geometrical  proportion,  value  of  bills  of  credit 

to  be  estimated  in,  473. 
George,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  sloop,  149. 
Georgia,  to  be  defended,  67, 93,249, 320,  ^£,388. 
militia  called  into  sei'vice,67. 
money  advanced  to,  88, 149,342,346,651. 

?uota  of  eighty  battalions  of  troops,  22.3. 
iae,  new  anangement  of  the,  41^1,  433. 
aupernumerary  officers  of,  421, 433. 
delegates  from,  456, 475, 668,  672. 
loan-office  in,  to  be  removed,  501. 
•applies  furnished  to  prisoners  of  war 

m,  512. 
quota  of  troops  under  a  new  airange- 

ment,  632,  538. 
advance  of  money  to   the  delegafiat 
from,  651. 

liOli.  III.  99 


Gerardy  Sieor,  minister   plenipotentiary   from 
Francft,  bis  public  audience, 5j6,7J3 J). 

his  credentials  produced,  6,7. 

his  address  to  Congress,  7. 

reply  of  die  president  to,  8,  9. 

communications  to  Congress  from,  and 
procuedings  on,  18, 28, 31, 51,66,  89. 
Jo;,  1(W,  fl2, 119,126   13&,  li3,lS 
\ih  1^.  fi6. 158, 173  176  177  178 
181,184,  187,  IB8,  200l2Ol,266  286 

3ii:32o;33o;333,'54;w;3S:3S; 

368 
^  takes  leave  ofCiTngress,  361, 362. 
Germain,  lord  George,  proceedings  on  an  inter- 
cepted letter  from,  652, 653. 
German  Volunteers,  corps  of,  authorised,  43. 
officers  of  the,  43. 
plan  deferred,  lor  raising,  146. 

^      r.iJT*'*"*??^  ^^'  Armani?scorps,310. 

Geny  SUbridge,  a  delegate  trom  Massachusetta. 

permitted  to  chaiige  bis  vote,  414. 

to  be  indemnilied  lor  goods  shipped 

-,       .   ,  ,     ^from  Bilboa,  460.  "^ 

Garrau  John  Lewis,  appointed  pay-master  in  B. 

Carolina,  monev  advanced  to,  94,  96. 

directed  to  transfer  the  balance  in  hit 

-,».         ,.  *»»n<*»i»»<' to  settle  his  accounts J86. 
Gibbons,  lieut.  promoted,  329.  ^^ 

ruu.      w^^  awl  suhaistence  albwed  to,  368. 
Uibeon,  John,  auditor-gan.  reports  on  the  adiart* 
mcnt  of  claims  by,  18,20,22,23,2^29 

118,  lio,  128, 14d,  149, 151,  isSt,  154.' 
draiu  for  money  on,  80, 116. 
mon^  advanced  to,  124. 
appointed  a  commissioner  of  the  boaid 

of  treasury,  400. 
his  acceptance  notified,  402. 
Giles  Edward,  brevet  major,  694. 

^  mi/M-fe"'  "  ^^^'  '"^'■'^ 

Gilman  Nicholas,  and  John  T.  endorsers  of  new 

bilb  of  credit,  466. 
Gimat,  lieat.  col.  honorary  certificate  to  be  given 
to— bil  I  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor  of,]  14<. 
Girardeau,  T.B.  deputy  commissaiy  general  of  ia- 
suesin  Georgia,  his  resignation  accepted.  Id 
Gist,  M.  nomtuated  and  appointed  brig.  gen.  180 
Glover,  brig.  gen.  offsrs  to  resign  his  commisaioa, 

214 
r^r       V  u        •  fttriough  granted  to,  214. 
Godfrey,  E.  his  services  dispensed  with,  516. 
Goodwm,  Thomas,  im.  Schooner  Fortune,  appeal 

in  the  case  of,  86.  ^^ 

QoHvion,  mAns.  de,  retained  in  service,  172, 173L 

42? 

appointed  col.  by  brevet,690! 

Goveraore  or  presidents  of  States,  when  actina 

with  cooiinental  troops,  rank  of,  613. 
Govet,  William,  appointed  Commissioner  of  the 
chamber  of  accounts,  112,  386. 
,  anditor  of  the  treasury,  679. 

Grain  and  flour  to  be  secured  for  the  anny,  77, 78. 
Gnisse,  count  de^  thanks  of  Congress  to,  682. 
Gratuity  to  soMiera  inlisted  to  serve  darina  the 

war,  310.  " 

Gray  James,  dep.  commissary  geni  of  iamies,  99 
his  resignation,  548, 549.  ^ 
ordered  to  settle  hif  aeceants,  646,  M9 
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Orayaon  Williaoi,  eommiuioDer  of  the  board  of 

war  and  ocdoancei  IdO. 
decUuea  acceptance.  164. 
a|aitt  appoitotedy  409. 
his  resigDation  accepted.  G66. 
G*  Britaittyaad  the  U.  Stales  of  AiDertca,paDUca- 
tions  relative  to,  101, 102, 106. 
intelligence  ref^oirad  concerning  the 
Tiewsaaddesignsofthecouftor,296. 
Widiout  the  consent  of  France^  a  tmce 
or  peace  not  to  be  Made  with,  184. 
insidious  report  of  a  peace  with,  47S. 
Green,  ctpC  tdten  at  the  Cedars,  exchange  of, 
aothoriEdd,  2Z0. 
Ebeneser,  lus  meinorial  referred  to  the 
commander  in  chief, 434. 
alfewance  to,  710. 
col.  John,  his  eitpenses  far  horses,  allow- 
ed,  lo,  18. 
Greene  Nathaniel,  qnarter-master  ceneral,  mo- 
no^ advanced  to,  3,  fii,  199,  462. 
eonunned  quarter-master  geneial,497. 


Greene  IVathaniel,  informadoa  givsa  bj  Cos- 

gresato,  499. 
refuses  to  act  nader  the  new  vn^^ 

Beilt,aaK. 
directions  to,  510,  514 
appointed  to  comsMad  ik  naiber 

anny,  584,  540. 
fais  poweis  awl  duties,  Stt,  541 
his  meaaores  apprsved  bv  Coei;m 

6aa.c68,53: 

*    his  arvy  to  be  supplied,  718. 
Greene,  gov.  of  R.  Isinad,  letterofCs^pv*^ 

i" 
Orey-HonndiCaptnre  of  the  BritidimKl,  0, 
Gridky  col.  nkliard,  alloaraaee  tes  fiSI 
Grifia  Cyms,  a  delegate  from  Virgisis,  23 

appointed  a  Judge  «  the  east « 

appeals,  451. 
his  acceptance  nodficd,  4S&. 
cr.  sloop  €kiorge,  appeal  isikcase 


14) 


Gnn  powder  sent  to  Sontfa-Carolias,  194 


H. 


pah#>yf  corins,  brig,  general  Maxwell  charged 

with  resisting  a  arrit  of,  168. 
Half-pay  to  officers  serving  during  the  war,  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  respecting,  o36. 
extended  to  widows  and  oqihans  of  de- 
ceased officers,  512, 513. 
HamiHon,  British  lieutenant-governor,  imprison- 
ment in  Virginia  of^  341. 
John,  settlement  of  his  claim  for  mo- 
ney loaned  the  U.  S.  533,  534. 
Hammond  A.  his  application  referred  to  general 

WasMngtoo,  657. 

Hancock,  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the 

.       trud  of  the  late  commander  of  the  ship,  5. 

Hancock  £beaexer,  deputy  pay-master  general, 

.     .  monev  advanced  fo^  61,  112. 

to  take  charge  of  the  mili- 
tary chest  atProvideooe, 
Rtaode-lshind,  298. 
John,  money  advanced  to,  81. 

allowance  to,  as  late  president 
of  Congress^  157. 
Handy  brig.  gen.  appointed  ailyutant-gen.  563. 
Hanna,  sobcKNier,  to  be  knuii'd  with  floor  and 
..  bar  iran,  .{14. 

Hanson  Johu,  a  del.  from  Maryland.  580,671. 
elected  president  of  Congress,  685. 
Harchng  Stoth,  commander  of  the  ship  Confede- 
racy, 68. 
ordered  to  dischalrse  seamen  im- 

Eunedby  htm,  379. 
parole  eoatinuotl,  118. 
'his    applicnrion   not    complied 
wiS,^. 
HatMtt  Cbraelhn,  a  delegate  from  North-Caro- 
lina, 11,  39,  40, 3!». 
money  advanced  to,  106. 
granted    leave   of  absence,  409. 
liatper  Andrew,  money  paid  to,  420. 
Harrison  Benjamin,  jun.  deputy  pay-master  gen- 
eral, money  advanced  to,  94. 
col.  Cnaries,  his  conduct  approved  by 
Congress,  27 1. 
officers  of  biv  regiment  of 
artillery.  247. 
Hart  Jobn,  cloth  taken  from  his  raiting  mill,  to 

be  paid  far,  374. 
Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  proceedings  of  oon- 

niMsioyers  assembled  at,  396. 
Hifiley  ool.  Thomas,  proceedings  relative  to  his 

regiment,  \^. 
km  tesigmioo  aeoaptod,  200. 


Harvie  John,  a  delegate  from  Tiiguus,  !5 
Harwood  Thomas  and  Benjamia,  tM^anm  « 

new  bills  of  credit,  474. 
Hawke,  appeals  in  the  case  of  ihs  dnp,  u'' 

schooner,  87, 102. 
Hawker  James,  paroled.  34{  118. 

application  in  his  bohalf,  itftini^^ 

Hawkins  fieoj.  a  del.  from  7i.  Carohsft.  )^^ 

granted  leave  of  sfateM«  --'^ 

Haynes  col.  Isaac,  cruelly  treated  by  Ik  r.ri' 


Haynes  col.  Isaac,  tnfoi 

of  Congress  relative  lO;  665, 668. 
Hntard  £beneser,  appointed  poft-mCMrr:^ 

ml,  716. 
Hasan,  colonel  Moaes.  his  regiiBeat  ton^ 

on  Its  esinblishiBest,  13i.  v. 
aHowed  depreciatiot  aAt 
rears    of  par,  615,  w 
money  advanced  lOytty 
appoiated  btir  geaci«L»». 
Heaths  maj.  gen.  directions  of  Cosircsu  > 

81,118.660^ 
expenaea  of  hb  table  alkrvcc  - 
appointed  a  eomsumioBer  oi  * 

board  of  war,  310. 
application  relative  is  lis  ml  it 

duties  of  the  office,  frn.^ 
declines  acceptance,  390. 
Hele  Christopher,  released  fma  cssiseae^- 

and  paroled,  Ul 
hiaapplicatmarqecijdi: 
Henderson  Alex,  his  resignatioaaecatta.'^'; 
ThoBsas,  a  del.  fion  N.  Jovu  w 
Joseph^  aa  endorser  of  aev  t.i^  ^ 
credit,  474. 
Henry  James,  s  delegate  from  Ttm'f^,^^  _ 
Joho,  a  ddegate  from  MaiyiBsd  1-'^ ' 
grantM  leave  of  ahsesce,  i» 
Hewes  and  Smhh,  money  advanced  lo,  7b.  i|* 
J.  a  delegate  from  Nordi-Csroliaa,^ 
his  death  and  fnoenil,  387. 
Hides,  regulation  of  the  depaitmrat  of  (8^^ 

sary  of^  328. 
Highlands  of  New-Tork,  leport  eoarm^^ 

loss  of  ports  is  th*,  -  ^ 
payment  order^  for  PJJ***^ 
and  forage  m  the.  !»• 
Hilaire,  sienr  de  St  vice>con«ol  for  the  K  "^ 

Alexandria,  in  yinnaia,  311. 
HiH  Whitmm,  a  dei«ie  freu  NsrthT*;^ 

^  39, 40, 1-^ 


iin>£x. 
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HUlylieut.  colonel, reason*  approved  for  not  con- 
senting to  the  exchange  of|  606. 
Hillegms  Michael,  direetcd  to  deliver  cheek- 
bookf  of  loao-oflice  cartificatea,  74. 
appointed  treasurer  of  the  United 

States,  111,  S86,  669. 
money  advaoced  to,  116. 
Hiltaheimer  Jacob,  to  provide  for  horses  be- 
kmgiBg  to  nessbers  of  Congress,  S75. 
allowtuioe  to.  616. 
Hincbiobroke,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  armed 

brig,  28. 
Hilcboock,  rev.fiooa,  appoistad  brigade  chap- 
lain, 34. 
Hite,  lieot.  Joaeph,  his  resignation  accepted,  4S1 . 
Hoaglandt  Okey,  agent  for  prises  in  N.  Jersey, 

346. 
Hodgdon  Samtaol,  deputy  eommissary-general  of 

nilitaiy  stores,  43S. 
to  pay  for  cast  shot  and  shells, 

623. 
BMmey  advanced  to,  627. 
appointed  commissary-general 
.     of  military  stores,  6<I6 . 
and  Brown,   their  application,  how 
disponed  of,  90, 31. 
Hoffiier  George,  his  re^gnadon  accepted,  434. 
Hogan,  ool.  hjs  regiment  of  N    CaroUoa  troops 
to  be  furnished  clothing,  173. 
promoted.  180. 
Holker,  Mr.  agent  ot  the  marine  of  France, 
proceedinn    of    Congress  re- 
spec  tiqg,  jS4. 
provisions  to  be  famished  to.  441. 
tieur,  consul-general  of  France,  6o6. 
Hollingsworth    Hear7»   deputy   quarter-master 

general,  suspended  from 

office,  498. 

proceedings  relative  to  a 

forged  voucher  of,  605, 

606,  508,  509. 

Hommediea  Esra  L',  a  del.  from  N.  York,  406. 

Uoneyman,  lieut.  of  marines,  granted  leave  of 

absence,  447. 
Hooper  John,  charged  with  robbery,  how  dis- 
posed of,  69. 
Hopkins  James,  conditional  transfer  of  claims 

to.  343. 
Hopkinsoa  Francis,  payment  of  his  account  for 

preparing  an  index  to  the 

journals  of  Congress,  61. 

his  salary  as  treasurer  of 

k>ans  increased,  174. 
excused  from  counting  and 
destroying  bills  of  credit, 

613. 

exhibits  charges  against  the 

board  of  trea'ry,  61 8,619. 

his   resignation    accepted, 

and  office  abolished,  660. 

Hopper  John,  application  for  his  relief,  462. 

Hone-racing,  gaming,  he.  measures  taken  by 

Convreas  to  suDpr«<)s,  85. 
Uones  killed  in  battle,  allowance  for,  16,  421, 

505,651. 
belonging  to  officers,  not  to  be  kept  with- 
in forty  miles  of  the  main  army,  64. 
for  col.  iBavlor's  regiment,  inquinr  into 

the  expeaiency  ofpnrchastng,  294. 
to  be  delivered  to  eoi.  Armand  s  legiona- 
ry corps.  422. 
Dot  wan  tea  for  public  use  to  be  removed, 

^,  647. 
Ktums  to  be  made  of,  546. 547. 
lloiikiAS  Wm.  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of 

JoMph  Tr/imbuli,  deceased,  240,  215. 
UoMuer  Titus,  a  delegate  from   Connecticut, 

136,  156. 


Hosmer  Titus,  obtains  leave  of  absence,  52. 

appointed  a  judge  of  the  court 

of  appeals,  42/. 
bis  acceptance  notified,  46§. 
h is  decease  suted,  61 3.^ 
Hospital  in  the  eastern  department,  inquiry  into 
thesuteof  the,l7. 
in  Ph  iladelphia^  application  for  payment 
for  the  ttse  of  a  mMise  occupied  as  an, 

140. 
cbthing  and  si|b«stenee  allowed   ta 

officers  in  each  military,  381 . 
staff  offieen,  aHowance  to,  397, 669. 
and  medical  staff,  clothing  to  be  fiir- 

nished  the  officers  of  the,  449. 
in  and  near   Philadelphia  Co  be  re- 
moved, 428. 
department,  new  rMalations  for  the, 
526  to  ^1 ,699,m,704,707,706,709. 
compensation  to  officers  in  the,630^i. 
appointmeni  of  officers,  634,  636. 
oath  to  be  taken,  640. 
in  Virginia,  establishment  of  a,  673. 
officers  of  the,  618. 

purveyor  of  the,  money  advanced  to  the, 

631. 
depreciation  of  pay  aOowed  to  officcst 

in  the,  630. 
physicians '  and   smveons,   T«caBoies» 
how  filled,  669,  670. 
Hotchkiss  Susannah,  proceedings  on  an  npplica* 

tion  in  behalf  of,  380. 
Household  of  the  president  of  Congress,  provi- 
sion made  for  the,  694. 
Hooghkirk,  lieut.  John,  his  resignation  accepted, 

182. 
Ho«ston,govenidr  of  Georgia,  private  letter  of 

Hcnfy  Laurens  to,  274, 276. 
proceedings  on.  276,  277,  279. 
Wm.  Cnurcbill,  a  delegate   from  N. 
Jersey,  320, 404. 
appointed  comptroller   of 

the  treasury,  672. 
declines  acceptance,  676. 
Howard,  lieut.  colonel,  a  silver  meaal  voted  by 

Congress  to,  594. 
Howe,  maj.  gen.  Robert,  ordered  to  head-quar- 
ters, 68. 
money  advanced  to,  127,139,164. 
his  accounts  to  be  examined,  270. 
inquiry  iuto  hisconduct,664,636. 
^acquitted  of  charges  exhibited 
against  him,  714,  719,  'W. 
Howell  Joseph,  aud.  of  army  accounts,  263, 387^ 

directed  to  open  his  office  in 
Philadelphia,  678. 
Howley  Richard,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  476. 
Hugerls^aCf  brigadier-general,  170,  1«). 
Hughes  Daniel  luid  Samuel,  allowance  to,  76. 
Humphreys,  colonel,  aid-de-camp  to  gen.  t¥ash- 

ington,  returns  delivered 
by,  686. 
an  elegant  sword  ordered 
to  be  presented  to.  686. 
Hunter,  rev.  Andrew,  brigade  chaplain,  4. 
Huntington  Benj.  a  delegate  from  Connecticut, 

462. 
Samuel,    do.    do.     166;  166,281. 
elected  president  of  Con- 
gress, 368. 
resigns,  642. 

thanks  of  Congress  to,  644. 
Harrie  W.  door-keeper  of  Congress,  aUowance 

to,  171,369,415,501. 
Hurt,  reverend  John,  brigadtf  chaplain,  26,  37. 
Hutcnins  Thomas,  appointed  geographer  to  the 

southern  army,  617. 
hit  acceptance  notified,  644. 
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Ibnott  datiM,  Mts  of  ttetet  and  proeeediogB  of 
Congra«  rMpecting,  672,  673,  674,  676,  600, 

€01,  614,  646,  674. 
udependMMe,  celebntion  of  the  uiiiiTenary  of, 

313,641. 
order  for  pobliahiBg  the  declara- 
tkm  of,  669. 
lades  to  the  joomals  of  Congreti,  paymeBt  sade 

for  preperini^  an,  61.  * 

ladiaiia,  uliaon,  and  Wabaab  land  conipaniet, 
proeeediogs  respecting  the,  369, 360,  676, 677, 

687. 
ladiaa  aliaifs,  a  aew  oonmittee  anpointed  for, 

266. 
inatnMitioBt  to  the  eommitsion- 
ert  for,  277,287, 434,  672. 
udiaa  boys  at  Princetoa  college,  New-Jersey, 
to  be  tapported  aad  educated,  662, 666. 
tribes,  conditions  on  wbich  peace  is  to  be 
snade  with,  402,408. 
ladiaiis,  treaty  at  Piitsbarg  made  with,  81. 

treatv  of  peace  with  the  Cherokee  and 
Chickasaw,  684. 
lafaatrT  of  the  U.  Stales,  system  of  regulatwns 

for  the,  237. 
InfractioBs  of  the  laws  of  nations,  penalties  to 

be  inflicted  for,  693. 
IngaaoU  Jared,  a  del.  from  Penn9yh'ania,^46S. 
Samoel,  bc«  w.  schr.  Lovely  Nancy, 
appeal  in  the  case  of,  102. 
Inglis  Samael,  to  give  bond  for  the  payment  of 

bills  of  exchange,  606. 
InioBctions  of  secrecy,  19, 20, 63. 
Inland  |rade  between  die  several  states,  proceed- 
ings respecting  the,  364. 
inspecting  and  mostrring  department,  new  regu- 
lations established  for  the,  622  to  626. 
Inspector-general  of  the  army,  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  the  office  of,  1.^ 
his  appointment^uthorised, 

202,  626. 

his  rank,  pay,  and  duties, 

202,203,204. 

of  cattle  authorised,  40. 

loepactors,  alk>waoce  to  officers  serving  as  sub 

and  brigade,  320,  625,  6$3. 

of  the  army  to  muster  the  troops,  422. 

department,  plan  for  conducung  the, 

711*  712^ 
iMlrectbBs  of  Congress  to  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  France ,  96, 

102. 
to  the  commisnoners  of , 
loans,   80,   129,  176, 
^  611. 

to  a  committee  of  con- 
ference with  general 
Washington,  4l7, 448. 


InstTBCtioBn  of  Coflyesi  ta  enmmnlkn  of  pii* 

vale  arsKd  %ts*\ 

4o3,4M,JdO,ai8^^ 

from  Bfaryland  to  deksMiis  C«- 

gresa,281,282,283. 

InteUigBBCe,  oosnasitiee  of,  releresctt  iid  6* 

rediotts  to  dbe,  45,5S.!>!^, 
93, 101,  108,  30, 476,  >, 

of  the  eaemy's  fleel,mesNie»  aU 
to  obtain,  476. 
.   of  tbo  views  and  de«|m  of  Em- 
pean  oourta  to  be 


of  the  movements  of  ^  look 
fleet  in  the  Chesapcskc  B15.  r.\ 

ri 

of  the  French  fleet  rsqsiisd,  46i 
Inte  rest  on  'loan-ofllce  certiiicates  10  be  pui.  'I 

473,474,j0i>,»tJ(^' 
a  table  to  be  prepand  for  the  pjatti 

ot,  334, 47/ 
allowed  OB  bills  drawn  fay  suy.  paml 

Lincoln,  476. 
OB  new  bills  of  cradit,  413,  4M,  33, 

nottobcaOvm^ 

IBCCrtmciarv 

Internal  police  of  states  not  m  be  eosmlkc » 

Congress,  316. 
Interpreter  of  the  French  aad  SpsMk  bs- 

guages,  office  of,  aboliahed,  657. 
Intrusion  on  Indian  lands,  procecdisgi  n^ 

iog.  386. 
Invalid  corps,  sai]geon  of  the,  634. 

to  compose  pact  of  the  ptTW»  k 
West-Point,  632. 
Invalids  not  to  be  stationed  in  Conseciicit. » 
Invoice  of  merchandise  shipped  os  bstrt  (k 

schooner  Tabby,  197. 
Irwin    Matthew,    deputy  commtniyt*''* 
money  advanced  to,  88. 
col.  Wm.  nominated  aad  sppoisied  bn 
general,  273. 
his  rank  to  be  settled  by(<^ 

Wasbingtoa,  497. 
touke  commMudtf^P^ 

son  at  Fiitafaoif.  (i93' 
authorised  to  csll  ott  ad  v 

Isaacs,  col.  money  ndvanced  to,  65t 
Isuard,  major  des,  his  applicmtioo  nhta,^ 
Isaid  lUlpb,  proceedinn  of  Cosimt  tt^ 
ing,  267, 269, 281, 301 
Bllownnceto,606,  649. 


Jackson  David,  ho^fiital  aoigeon,  his  resignation 

accepted,  664. 
Jason,  vessel,  ordered  to  be  purchased,  262. 
J^  John,  a  aele(rate  from  New-Tork,  147, 148. 
elected  president  of  Congress,  161. 
bis  draft  of  a  circular  letter  from  Con- 
gress, S60,,352  to  368. 
appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  of 

the  United  States  to  Suaiii,  368. 
thanks  j>f  Congress  to,  370, 371 . 
his  letter  relative  to  Itenrr  B.  Livi 
ttOB»  316. 


leniy  B.  Living- 


Jay  John,  bills  of  exchaBfle  dnvi  ot^^f^ 

iaformatioB  rehuivetD  pshlicW»*< 

writtea  as  presideat  of  uaT** 

by,  309. 

instiruciioBs  to,  626, 04.  y 

Sir  James,  his  applicsM  sot  eo^ 

with,  500. 

JeffbrsQii  Thomas,  governor  of  Virnsn, 

ation  gives  10, 410. 
hismea^refsppm«^>9<^ 
gross,  474, 47li«J^ 


INDEX. 
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JefferaoD  Thonas,  information  relative  to  col. 

Davies,  given  to,  612. 
Jenifer  Daniel,  of  St.  Tiiomaa,  a  delecate  from 

Maryland,  127,  269,  S69,  462, 
617. 
granted  leave  of  abteoce,  315, 979. 
Jenks  Cbarte«,  vs.  tloc^  Fanny,  appeal  in  the 
case  of|  94. 
Tbonuw,  cloth  taken  from  his  fulling  mill, 
10  be  paid  for,  374. 
Jewell  Bobert,  and  bis  assistants,  allowante  to, 

217,419,601. 
hit  death.  581 . 

EJyah   Weed  appointed  in  the 
room  of,  581. 
John  It  Salhr,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  schr.  99. 
Jobaaoo,  eoionel,  his  accounts  to  be  settled,  270. 
Joshua,  commissioner  to  examine  ac- 
counts of  agents  in  Europe,  369. 
governor  Thomas^  his  information  rela- 
tive to  the  British  fleet,  274, 275. 
Samuel,  a  delegate  fhim  North-Caro- 
lilia,558. 
elected  preaideat  of  Congress, 

644. 
declines  the  office,  644. 
granted  leave  of  absence,  644. 
Dr.  to  do  the  du^  of  deputy  purveyor  in 
the  southern  department,  678. 
Johnston  James,  auditor  or  army  accounts,  42, 

387. 
his  acceptance  notified,  55. 
Isaiah,  money  advanced  to,  139. 
Johnstone  €reorge,  British  commissioner,  decla- 
ration of  Congress  respectiag,  13, 14. 
Jones  Allen,  a  aelegate  from  iN.  Carolina,  409. 
Capt.  Gibbs,  of  the  artillery,  his  resigna- 
tion accepted,  449. 


Jones,  John  Paul,distingni8hed  for  his  bravery  at 

a  naval  officer,  581 ,  58£. 
thanks  of  Coiijp-ess  to,  610, 611. 
Thomas,  and  others,  their  application  re* 

ferrea  to  Pennsylvania,  48(i. 
John  Coffin,  ordered  to  be  paid  for  cloth* 

ing  furnished  the  army,  661 . 
Noble  Wimberly,  a  delegate  from  Geor^ 
gia,  672. 
Joumab  of  Congress,  payment  of  an  account  for 

an  index  prepared    for 
the,  61. 
dispoAtioo  of  copies  of  the, 

119. 
lo  be  printed  and  distri- 
buted weekly,  239. 
tepresentation  of  Mr.  Lan* 
reus,  entered  on  the,  276, 

279. 

remesentation  of  Mr.  M. 

smith,  not  permitted  to 

be  entered  on  the,  276, 

n9. 

of  a  preceding  day,  open 

for  correction,  1^7. 
treaties  with  France,  en- 
tered on  the,  477  to  487. 
furnished  to  the  command- 
er in  chief,  fcc.  551. 
Judge-advocate  for  the  troops  in  Georgia,  ap- 
pointment of  a  deputy,  123. 
Judge-advocates,  allowance  for  subsistence  to, 

414. 
for  depreciation  of 
pay,  673. 
Judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  authorised  and 

appointed,  425, 

427,  451. 

their  oath  of  office,  469. 

Jurisdiction  and  right  of  soil  of  western  territory 

ceded  to  the  United  States,  582  to  586. 


K. 


Kalb,  baron  de,monttmeat  to  the  mei^iy  of,  586. 
Keen  Bpger,  and  others,  vs.  Patrick  Mabott,  ap- 
peal in  the  eaaa  of,  6o3.  ^ 
Kennedy  David,  money  advanced  to,  16. 

George,  his  claim  considered,  163, 164. 
Kennon  William,  moneyiidvanced  to,  117. 
King^sMoontain,  in  N.Carolina,  successful  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy  at, 

547. 
prisonersof  war  taken  at,  to  be 
secured,  549. 
Kinloch  Francis,  a  delegsite  from  S.  Carolina, 

445. 
Kirkbride  Joseph,  conditionally  appointed  to  en- 
dorse bills  ol  credit,  506. 
Kirklaml,  Rev.  Mr.  appointed  chij^in,  376. 
Klein,  major,  promoted,  49, 58. 


Klein,  major,  permitted  to  retire  from  service, 

310. 
Kooblanch,  col.  report  on  bis  memorial,  10, 16. 
allowance  to,  as  a  vojunteer,  16. 
for  rations  and  forage, 

money  advanced  to,  344, 360. 
permitted  to  return  to  Europe, 

360. 
Knonlton  Luke^  notified  to  attend  Congress,  520. 
Knox  James,  his  application  decided  on,  35, 36. 
•      lieutenant,  promoted,  329.  * 

pay  and  subsistence  allowed  to,  368. 
Henry,  origadier-general,  proceeding  re- 
laUve  to,  689,  710. 
promoted  to  tlie  rank  of  mijor- 
general,  738. 


L. 


Laboratory  at  Springfield,  Mass.  regulations  for 

the.  651. 
La  Clause,  lient.  appointed  captain  Inr  brevet, 

and  permitted  to  return  to  Europe,  498. 
Lamb,  col.  John,  proceedings  respecting,  tlO. 
La  Motte,  Mens,  money  advanced  to,  42o. 
referred  to  Massachusetts,426. 
Landais,  capt.  Peter,  allowance  to,  221,  227. 
Langdon  Woodbury,  a  delegate  from  N.  Harnp- 
'  shire,  348. 

granted  leave  of  abeence,  392, 


Land  and  naval  forees  of  the  United  States  and 

France,  plan  of  operations  for  the,  509. 
Lands,  proceeding  of  Compress  relative  to  the 
disposition  of,  93, 94. 
Virginia  to  suspend  the  sale,  grant,  &c.  of 

unappropriated,  383,  384, 385. 
general  officers  allowed  their  proportion 

of,  508. 
ceded  and  imappropriated,  how  disposed 
of,  536. 
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y^ttyng  John  G.  eondicionallv  appointed  to  en- 
dorse new  btib  of  credit.  511. 
IrfwiLy  appeal  in  the  caae  of  the  aloopi  101. 
Laniens  nenry,  monej^  advanced  to,  106. 

rengnchis  ofiice  as  president  of 

Congress,  150. 
▼ote  of  thaoks  to,  166. 
bis  acknowlednnents,  156. 
allowance  made  to,  157. 
his  infonnation  to   Congress, 
179,1^0,181,186,187. 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  196. 
called  on  to  give  infonnation 
relative  to  his  letfer  to  Gov. 
Hoastoa,  874,  276. 
his  reply  ordered  to  be  entered 
CMi  tne  jonmals  of  Congress, 

276. 

bills  of  exchange  drawn  on, 

398,404,488,531. 

to  pay  a  balance  dae  to  Ralph 

b»rd,506. 
made  prisoner  on  his  parsage 
to  Europe,  and  committed  to 
the  tower  of  London,  657. 
Bievures  taken  by   Cooeress 

for  the  exchange  of,  657. 
General  Bnrgoyne  oflered  in 
bxcfaaage  for,  633, 659. 
John,  honoured  1^  Congress,  115. 
appointed  lieot.  ootonel,  115. 
declines  the  appointment,  115. 
commission  of  lieutenant  oohmel 

granted  to,  238. 
disposition  of  arms,  kc.  shipped 

from  Europe  by,  662. 
his  conduct   approved  by  Con- 
gress, and  permitted  to  join  the 
army,  663. 
Lawrence  John,  Judge-advocate,  allowance  t6\ 

546. 
OMnmissioner  of  hmns  in  Con- 
necticut, bis  resignatioa  ac- 
cepted, 556. 
and  Roderick,  endorsers  of  new 
bills  of  credit,  464. 
Thomas,  his  memorial  rejected, 446. 
Law,  Mr.  a  delegate  from  Coonecticot,  678. 
Laws  of  the  several  states,  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress relative  to,  1, 444. 
Lawson  Robert,  money  advanced  to.  15. 
Leaden  spouto  taken  in  the  year  1777,  retnn  to 
be  made  of  the  valaation  and  appraisement  of, 

659. 
Leather  anthorised  to  be  purehaaed  in  South- 
Carolina,  381j  382. 
L'Eclise  Dominiqne,  allowance  to,  99, 407. 
Lee  Arthur,  proceedings  of  Congress  respecting, 

2&,  266, 305. 375. 
permitted  to  return  ttf  the  United 

Slates,  375. 
te  be  charged  inth  money  paid  him 

by  John  Bradford,  645. 
recal  of,  not  intended  to  censure 

his  character  or  conduct,  653. 
allowance  to  his  secretary,  553. 
eoaimencenient  and  termination  of 

his  sahinr.  556. 
balance  of  bis  salary  ordered  lo  be 

immI,  665. 
a  delegate  (jnom  Vii]ginia,  719. 
l^iee  Charles,  maj.  f^on.  proceedings  of  a  court- 
marual  on  the  trial  of,  29. 
evidence  transmitted  by,  not  read, 

and  returned  to,  49. 
further  proceedings  relative  to,  96, 

100, 407,  406. 


Lee  Chutes,  sentence    of   die    coort<eBnitl 
against,  eoofirmcd  by  Coogrw, 

144,145,  l<>. 
applies  for  extracts  of  praccedinp 
relative  to  his  trial,  l9. 
to  be   furnished  by  tbe  •ecr^ 
taiT  of  Congrem,  lO. 
uneealed  leaers  sent  to,  9B9. 
hb  explanation  satiiftttDn,tl3. 
his  negociation  of  bills  ■  >tv. 

York,  disapproved,  213. 
applies  for  a  neariag,  248,  S49. 
dismisned  from  his  commssd  io  tW 
army,  421. 
Lee  Chailes,  appointed  aecretaiy  to  ^  bnrditf' 
treasury,  446. 
major  Henry,  money  advanced  id,  16. 

new  arrangcmeat  of  his  pt**^ 

san  eorp«,  32S. 

thanks  orCongresi  to,  X"-. 

a  gold  medal  voted  Id.3I?7 

«  entrusted  with  me&cir  for  i^ 

nae  of  his  iegioa,  S&l. 

anthorised    to    tneraue  ie 

corp«,  434. 
his  legion  oidered  to  jdi  d: 

aottuera  army,  467,  Ml. 
promoted  to  the  raak  of  iiw. 
colonel,  546. 
Richard  Henry,  n  delegate  from  Tirm. 

cmated  leave  of  abswf. 

Francis  Lightfoot,  a  delegate  from  VirfnA 

55,  ir. 

Thomas,  ordered  to  be  paid  lor  elodiiss  :n- 

nished  the  army,  561 . 
William ,  iha  iges  exhibited  agaias^257, 9 
recalled  fnom  Earope,  903. 
balance  doe  him,  to  be  psid,€6< 
L*Enfant,  Mons.  cafitain  of  engineers,  24S. 
Lesten  Michael  H.  bill  of  cxehaqge  drswi  ii  it- 

vor  of,  549. 
L*£tombe  M.  de,eoaaal  ieaeimlof  FrBBce.^'*• 
6W.v.' 
Letter,  (circular,)  (ron  Coafress  to  the  rrp« 

Hvefltetes,lfS,ie.N 

toM.  de  Beaamaivhsis,  1^ 
Letters  to  general  officers,  Ite.  free  of  po»rie«. 

4l7j  6^ 
to  the  board  of  treamy,  free  of  poM- 
age,  417, 678. 
Le  Vem,  appeal  in  the  ease  of  the  sUp^  434.  ^ 
Lewb  Francis,  a  del^gaie  from  Piew-iorfc.  {>' 

to  lay  iafbrmatioo,  is  wriu;. 

before  Congress,  184, 183 
obtains  lenve  of  abseace,  20- 
appointed  a  commnsiooer  of  ^ 

fioard  of  admiral  rr,  409. 
his  acceptance  notiwd,'4fl9< 
his  resignatioo  accepted,  fiij- 
L*Homnediea  Esra,  a  delegate  from  fJev-Mi 

406,  ♦'i* 

Limitation  of  die  prices  of  various  snicla,  n- 

commended  by  Congress,  396.  ,. 

Liuch  John  P.  dmchnrged  from  oonissmest,51f 

Lincoln,  mijor  general,  to  take  comiassd  ii  t^ 

8»ttdmadepsrai«f 
64,i5l 

In  retire  from  his  cor 
maad  IP  die  Mthtff 

dqmnmcac,  ^.  ^ 
money  adfaaead  to,  ^ 

requeued  10  reiv^ 
cooimaad,  336. 
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Liocola,  major-geoenl)  to  cause  a  court  of  in- 
quiry to  be  held  oo 
brig.  gen.  Scott,  388. 
to  reoace  tbe  corjis  late- 
ly   commaoded    by 
eount  Pulaski,  418. 
bis  bills  10  be  accepte«i 
aadpaid345,475j509. 
interest  to  be  paid  on, 
476,  650. 
appointed  secretary  at 

war,  683. 
bis  acceotaoce  notified, 
693.  (See  Secretary  at 
l#W.) 
Livermore  Saaaoel,  a  delegate  froB  New-Hamp- 

•htre,4S9,617,714. 
Ldving^u  A.  continental  agent,  a  bill  drawn 

by  hiM,  10  De  paid,  12. 
obtains  leave  of  absence.  111. 
lieut.  Heary  P.  promoted,  145. 
'Col.  Ueary  B.  ofiers  to  resign  his  com- 
mission, 130. 
his  resignation  accept- 
ed, isl. 
leave  of  absence  grant- 
en  to,  876. 
Robert  R.  a  delegate   from  New- 
¥ork,  397,439. 
appointed    secretary   lor 

foreign  affairs,  667. 
his  acceptance    notified, 

673. 
Masco,  bis  letter  and  certificate  re- 
turned, 362. 
William,  governor  of  New-Jersey, 
ittstnictions  of  Congress 
to,  81. 
his  conduct  approved  by 
Congress,  985. 
Loan  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  authoriced, 
195,306,516. 
plan  for  negociating  a  foreign,  S94, 295. 
*  tor  the  reKef  of  distressed  cidsens  of  South 
Car.  and  Georgia,  authorised,  649,  650. 
office  certificates,  resolution  of  Congress 

respecting,  23. 
interest  to  m  paid  on, 
74,248,473,474,500, 
502,580. 
continental  bills  only  to 
be  received  for,  80, 

129. 

emissions  of.  263,  461, 

516,  559,  615. 

defaced,    renewal    of, 

378,466,497,630. 

accidenully  destroyed, 

renewal  of,  378,456, 

497,  630. 

to  be  issued  in  payment 

of  totteiy  prises,  383, 

384. 

offices,  in  South -Carolina  and  Georgia,  to 

be  removed,  501. 

Xioans,  eommissiooert  of,  drafts  for  money  on 

the,  3,  16,  21,  23, 

26,  32,  49.  74,  9S, 

96,  101,  113,  118, 

123, 138, 139,  151, 

155, 299, 462,  560, 

562,627,628,633. 

allowance  for  paying 

interest,  madeto,  74. 

instructions    to   tbe, 

80,  129,  175,  316, 

317,318,319,  611. 


Loans,  treasurer  of,  his  salair  increased,  174. 
allowance  for  bills  or  credit  destroyed, 

mnde  to  the,  248. 
resknatloB  of  Francis  Ifopkinsoii,  650. 
abofition  of  the  office  of,  650. 
for  money,  by  whom  to  be  managed.  69, 

695. 
Loiaean  Augustin,  his  case  iaqnired  into,  304. 
Lomagne,  major,  permitted  to  retire  from  public 

service,  671. 
ttouey  advanced  to.  67S. 
Long-Island,  in  New- York,  plunder  forbidden  of 
inhabitants  adjacent  to,  310, 31 1. 
commissions  to  be  revoked  for  seis- 
ure  of  goods  on,  655. 
Lotbinier,  rev.  Lewis,  allowance  to,  for  sobsitt« 

ence,  818. 
his  account  to  be  adjust- 
ed, 511. 
Lottery,  United  States,  money  advanced  to  the 

managers  of  tbe,  74. 
75,113. 
allowance  to   the  man- 
agers of  tbe,  74,  75, 

113. 
drawing   of  the  second 

class  of  the,  160. 
interest  to   be  pud  oo 
prices    drawn  in   the 
third  class.  248. 
third  class  oi  the,  whea 
to  be  drawn,  383,  428, 

419.' 
prises  only  to  be  drawn, 
383, 428, 429. 
payment  for  prises  m  the 
second     class,     how 
made,  383, 9i84. 
drawing   of  tne  fourth 
class  ordered,  574. 
LoumoVy  Mons.  retmned  in  8ervice,172, 173, 424. 
Love  Henry,  proceMings  of  a  court-martial  in 
the  caw  o^^O* 
pardoned  by  Congress.  37. 
Lovely  Nancy,  appeal  in  the  case  or  the  schoon- 
er^ 102. 
Lndimnn,  lieut.  bn  resignation  aiieepted,  451. 

money  advanced  to,  461 . 
Lodwick  Christopher,  superintendent  of  bakers, 

aUowance  to,  578,  SIS. 
Lokens,  mi^or  Chsurles,  his  services  dispensed 

with,  516. 
Lose  me,  chevaliar  de  la,  minister  plenipotea* 

tiary    from   Franoe, 
361. 
bis  public  audience, 
390,  392, 393,  394, 
395. 
credentials    produc- 
ed, <S9o» 
address  to  Congress. 
39^394. 
repljr  to,  394,395. 
communicatioas  from, 
and  proceedings  on, 
408,  411,  418,  4Mr 
427,  457,  460,  461, 
464,  469,  470,  501. 
520,  619,  649,  656, 
657,  662,  664,  666, 
678,  679, 717,  733.  ' 
ratification  of  the  arti* 
desof  confederation 
annoanced  to  681. 


Ibchiu,  in  MmmcIiihmm,  at  nitiMiT  pan  *» 

ihoriied  HI,  5T8. 
Macphtnon  iieu'iiuut  WillMiD,pTapoaedii«(l«- 


■,14G. 


nlofa 


BbiUna  JuDBs,  JDD.  a  dalai^W  fraai  VirpDia, 

Huuioe  Bl  CharleitOD,  Soaih-Caralina,  reUra 

0?>Uir«lBthe,116. 
MiuniinEi  of  pr»iBaiu  Id 

"^  l«,  i«,  an. 

Ifflboi  Patrick,  and  othari,  apfwil  ' 

of,  669. 
M^on,  acliDg  m  brifada- inipacton,  sIIowmk* 

H^l^lo'col.  William,  nfeired  U  Naw-Tork, 

for  a  KlilenwDl  of  hi*  claiBt,  S6S. 
Halaied),  col.  rrancii  it,  panainHl  to  Joi 

Maaagvnof  U.S.  iMUrT,  nxnc]' adi 

a]lonace(ii,43l. 
UaaiftMD  Bid  pnclanaiioD,  mblUbed  V  ^ 
Britiib  caaiaiinoMr*,  89, 90. 
bf  CongrcH,  107,  lOH. 
Hanlr,  late  capmia  or  iha  •jlip  Hancnrli,'  pro- 

ccedinn  of  *  cnDn-DArtial  on  Ihe  trial  of,  6. 
Man.fisia,  eapt.  hit  naippiatioB  acceplrd,  ll7. 
Martnii  M.  reeagDiiad  ai  charfn  dci  aflaire*  of 

FraD«,5aO. 

UtraelliD  liiut.  de,  anitad  lean  of  abwna, 

661. 

Narchaul  HcniTi  a^let***  '"»<  Bb*)cle-Ulaiid| 
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granltd  leave  of  abwnec,  406. 

MuiiM  waal  aotbaniod,  660. 

bii  powan  and  duiiei,  660,  f%l, 


Ha>7liBd,  proccadiaga  rabliw  to  iht  artcta  ■[ 


■'♦i«- 


W,  101, 101, 
16,  137, 149, 
ri. 308,  SID, 

1J,36*,3T0, 


1,  314,313, 
19,  391. 
.,  46,  49,  95, 


ioe,iii,m,i6iri^- 

aitihnriicd  to  ciD)riay  ■  aecreiiiry,  68. 
traarfer  of  bpaioca'  U>  ibc  board  of  ad- 

nirallt,  from  the,  410. 

*acnut7  of,  autbomed,  Stt,  576. 

MarrBH  dning  pirrioou  duty,  allowBiKc  io,  431. 

Harioa  bcig.  geiwral,  hii  >uecc*i<ul  emerpriEt 

agalun  Iha  aaeoit,  676. 

tbaaka  of  Congrtu    to, 

663. 

Haritime  nnar*,  adrocalc*  to  be  appcMDiad  for 

mamwiOK,  39t. 
Uariiniburfb,  in  Virgltiia,  abawi  ia^ba  i]iiaT- 

ler-nia>«i'a  depttrlmeDl  al.  417. 
Mar; land,  enbargo  eluded,  bj  uanipMtttioti  of 
lobacoo  fron,  M. 
iimrDctioi'ii  of  CoBaicH  M  iht  covor- 

Borof.llO. 
datecala*  fina,  It7,  46>,  471.  S76, 


preeeediaf*   relatite  to  At  tnalia 

with  FrmiKx,  176. 
tjoota  of  •igtn]'  battalioM  nl  xm^i. 


taaopplj  _    — 

witb  prt>viaM>Dt,  IS),  Tltk 

atdecti  to  ifae  arlicln  of  coiMn' 
tioa,  281,  XSC,  ass. 

qaMB  of  rortr-fin  nillioH  tHAn, 
M 

M  be  farviahed  with  arat,  fgS. 

to  fnmiah   Virfiahi  with  p)«iH« 

qaota  oT  fiftaen   ■illioai  of  (Un 

atilhoriaed  to  pav  for  ttmr  tii  nn 
parebaicd  for  dw  araiT,3n.rk 

coiamiaaiiaen  M  antia  aMt  a- 
couDts  ia,  399. 

to  faratA  tac  tamj  *ilk  gnniii^ 

QDOM  of  anpplie*  for  (he  Mil  o» 
paign,  W,  436^  497. 


Io  faroMh 

IbemariiMOfFi . 

ivge>t  to  pa;  Jt*  i|Bota  iM 


tW<i|«rf 


infoTmaiioB  i«lalin  ■  it 


of  dollar* 

Frtaeb  fle^  .  . . 
sad  the  Mate*  aosibwvd  tl,  ■pM' 

prialioa  of  b  mrjm  raind  ii,  V- 
appliralion  of,  BMooia plied  wiiti,iH 
(Kclaniion  of  the  gaMial  a«Uf 

of,  616,  SIT. 
nved  10  complete  it 


"Tf 


B,etT. 


atiSci  the  artieka  of  ceahdcniia. 


n  to  ibegarrin 


110. 


._ Ji^at«cM,li» 

ell*,  diip«D*ed  with,  Jtt> 
Dooe*  adiancrd  w,  t,  U,  il' 

106,  l»,SS4,*fit. 
Io  rauH  cloifaipc  id  he  aa^r  ^ 

br  the  armj,  4~ 


calle 


into  lernn.  Si- 


te be  tuppLied  with  prvrHat, 

tl4,  S90. 
qmta    of   eighir    baWliHi  ■ 
■nop*,  1X3,  43. 
of  forn-BTr    wluMi  a 
dollar^lSt. 
graoti  acw  ponn  lodrkptt- 

delcgaiea  fiwa,  941,  419,  ^' 

iiiitnictiom  of  Ovraia  B.  Jil 
BwntlJvquouiifiAeaaBilliM 
a{daUui,373. 


INDEXe 


xli 


MaMachuwttf,  applicatioD   of,    not    compiled 

with,  391. 

quota  of  tuppliet  for  the  next 
CMtapM^Uf  435|  4S6, 457. 

vraed  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten  mil- 
fKMM  ol  dollars,  4£7. 

act  of  th«  l^^lature  of,  461. 

aotboriaed  to  draw  warraott  for 
mone^,  498. 

proceedings  relative  lo  a  vessel 
and  cargo  libelled  ia  the  ma- 
ritime court  of,  S06. 

not  credited  on  its  quota  for  sup- 
plies furnished  the  French 
army,  615. 

to  furnnh  provisions  for  the  ar- 
my, weeVly,  519,  520. 

quota  of  troops  under  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  thb  army,  63?, 

638. 

quota  of  six  millions  of  dollars, 
payable  in  provisions  and  spe- 
cie, 543,  543,  544. 

quota  of  eighty  thousand  dollars 
in  specie, '563. 

to  pa^  officers  of  the  late  mus- 
tenng  department  in,  675. 
Matlacji  Timothy,  |i  delegate  from  Pennsylvania, 

Matthews  col.  Geoise,  money  advanced  to^l32. 
John,  a  delegate  from  South 'Caro- 
lina, to  attend  the  board  of 
war,  113. 
obtains  leave  of  absence,  12S, 

704. 
attends,  andproduces  new cre- 
dendals,  ^9. 
Mauleon,  Mons.  de,  permitted  to  retnn  to  Eu- 
rope, 192. 
money  advanced  to,  192. 
Mans  doctor,  directions  of  Congress  to^  554,565. 
Maxwell  brig.  gen.  charged  with  resisting  a  arit 

of  oalieas  corpus,  168. 
his  reMsuation  accepted,  499. 
proceedings  on  a  letter  of, 

505. 
M'Call  James,  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of 

accounts,  501. 
M^Callister  lieut.  promoted,  367. 
M'ClenO  James,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania, 

216,389,397. 
M'Comb  Eleaser,  commissioner  of  claims,  330. 

of  tlie  chamber  of  accounts, 

387. 
his  resignation  accepted,  419. 
M'Connell  M.  and  others,  their  application  con- 
sidered. 561 . 
M^Dougail  Alexandcr,naJ  .gen.  allowance  to^l3. 

a   oelegate   from    New- 
York,  568. 
appointed    secretary    of 

marine,  582. 
not  expected  to  accept 
the  appointment,  604. 
M'Ouire,  ensign  John,  his  resignation  accepted, 

460. 
M' Henry  James,  appointed  major,  623. 
M*futire  Tbooias,  appointed  obtain,  222. 

oroered  lo  the  western  de- 
partment, 222. 
M'Intosh,  brig.  gen.  permitted  to  retire  from  his 

command  at Pittsbu rg,  208. 
ordered    to   bead-quarters, 

208. 

bis  services  in  the  southern 

army  dispenaed  with,  434,> 
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M*lntosh,  brig.  gen.  resolutioa  of  Conmss  rela- 
tive to,  repealed,  646, 647. 
proceeding    relative    to   a 
;.  pro|)oaitioft  for  his  promo- 

tion  738  739. 
M'KalUsier  Alex,  charges  exhib*ited  against,  264. 
John,  to  M  prosecuted  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  States,  310. 
M'Kean  Thomas,  a  delegate  from  Oelawara,  19, 

581,714,718. 
'  elected  preaideat  of  Congress, 

644. 
rosigas,  678, 679. 
requested  to  act  as  president 
^       until  the  first   Monday   in 
November,  679. 
thanks  of  Coiwress  to,  686. 
M'Kinlev  J.  late  president  of  Delaware,  for 
Wtt.  Franklin,  proposed  exchai^  of,  12,27. 
M'Laae  capt.  his  company  attached  to  Lee's 

parUsan  corps,  322. 
M* Mullen  Patrick,  praceeclinai  of  a  court-mar- 
tial in  the  case  of,  20,  37. 
decision  of  Coogcess,  20, 37. 
M^Murdie  rev.  Robert,  brigade  .chaplain.  488. 
Measam  George^  commissioner  of  the  CDamber 

of  accounts,  4o6. 
Mease  James,  cloihier<f  eneral,  money  advanced 

to,  25, 36,  36, 37, 39, 42, 80,95. 
to  make  a  return  of  the  issues  of 

cbthtng,  26,26. 
offers  to  resign  his  appointment, 

64. 
to  be  prosecuted  in  the  name  of 
the  U.  5.  663,  564. 
Medals  voted  b^  Congress,  329, 330, 367. 
Medical  committee,  references  and  diieciions  to 

the,47.85,ll3, 118,  146, 
264,  398,  4ilB,  472,  473 
498,  629,  573. 
reports  from  the,  472,473, 

500,  599. 
discontinued,  and  their  busi- 
ness referred  to  the  boanl 
of  war,  626. 
departmeaty  new  regulations  for  the, 

699,600. 
Medici  Cosmo,  money  advanced  to,  95. 

proeeediugs  rehoive  to,  146, 147. 
Melehior  Isaac,  barreck-master-general,  money 

advanced  to,  23,  155. 
directed  to  dismiss  his  deputies, 

289: 
Memorials  to  Congress,  (Ste  Paitions.) 

Mercier  John  D.  commissioner  of  claims,  330. 

0fthe  chamber  of 
accounts  387. 
auditor  of  the  treasury,  716. 
Mcreer  James,  a  delegate  from  Virginia,  351. 
Mev  Florean  Charles,  money  advanced  to,  IQff. 
Middeleton  Henry,  late  president  of  Congress, 
allowance  to,  167. 

Arthur,  a  delegate  from  South-Caro- 
lina, 672. 
Mifflin  Thomas,  late  quarter-master-general,  mo- 
ney advanced  io,  60.  108. 
inquiry  into  his  conduct,   189, 

190. 
his  resignation  as  major-general 

accepted,  21S. 
appointed  commissioDfer  to  su- 
perintend the  staff  depart- 
ments, 4S7. 
his  attention  to  the  bosiaess  en- 
trasted  to  him,  approved  by 
Congress,  449. 
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Biilitia  to  wnre  m jniards  in  Philadelphia,  requt* 
iitioo  of  roMgn  m  for,  4S. 
daiy^  wagoaera  cxemptad  finm,  906.. 
raqnuniMM  of,  406. 

of  Yiifiaia  aad  North-CaioliMi,  callod 

iaio  pervice,  467. 

Biilitaij  ooamiawBa,  where  to  he  filled  up  and 

re^^talered,  fSBt. 

hoepitaU,  ciothiag  and  enbsisceDce,  pro- 

poied  to  be  allowed  to  officen  in  the, 

S8U  382. 

•loreay  eiOBlUy  ntnni  fron  the  boani 

of  war,  to  be  made  of,  25. 

field  coBoiiMary  of,  his  duties 

aad  coaipeniatioD,  204,  205, 

206. 
ordered  to  Sonth-CaroUiia,  388, 

399. 
to  be  fitraithed  to  the  •onthem 

amy,  467. 
puuauaeat  for  eabesslioff,  lie. 

611. 
allowaiMse  to  officers  in  the  de- 
partment of,  507, 565. 
oliowanoe  to  the  commiasaiy- 
geoeral  of^  571. 
Afillery  i«v.  Heaiy ,  his  resigaatioa  aecnted,  SS6. 
Milfigaa  JameS|  comoiissioner  of  the  coamberof 

accoaats,  112. 
aaditor-geoeral  of  the  treasoiy, 

386. 
eomptroller  of  the  treasury,  675. 
Mims,  Philip,  aMaey  advaaeed  lo,  104, 105. 
Miaister   pfenipotentiary   (mm   the    court  of 
Framse,  5, 53, 56, 361 
of  the  U.  S.  to,  6, 53,56, 361. 

hot  oae  allowed  to  a  fo- 
reign court,  303. 
to  Spaia  appoint^  368. 
.  BliiK|  phm  for  the  cstabUahment  of  a,  72S. 
fiAiraiUes.  don  Jnaa  de,'  his  representation  con- 
sidered, 286. 
Mitchell  John,  aathorised  to  prosecute  a  claim 
on  behalf  of  the  United  Stetes,  35. 
Heaiy,  proceediugsof  Congress  on  a  pe- 
tition of,  505. 
Montgomery  Hiigh,  commissioner  for  destroying 
bills  of  credit.  248. 
J.  a  delegate  tjrom  Pennsylvania, 

564,691. 
Momnaent  to  t^e  namoiy  of  the  Baron  de  Kalb, 

636. 
of  geneimls  Davidson 
and  Soriveo.  669. 
Moore  8tephe%  his  claim  to  be  paid,  413. 
money  adraaced  to,  431. 
Montfort,  eonot,  mi^or  in  Pulaski's  legion,  his 

resignation  aceepted,  148, 190. 
Blorgaa  Cieoifr,  to  lay  op  magasiaes  of  provi- 
sions, 142. 
money  advaaoed  to.  101, 143, 

632,656. 
Dr.  John,  Con^ss  satisfied  with  the  of- 
ficial conduct  of,  307. 
charges  Dr.  William  Shippen, 
with  nial-practices  ana  mis- 
conduct in  office^  306. 
his  letter  referred  to  general 
Washington,  399. 
col.  paniel,  ordered  to  join  the  southern 
army,  466. 
promoted   to   the   rank  of 

brigadier  general,  535. 
information  of  a  sigiml  vie 
toiy  obtained  hy,  576. 


Blorgaa,  col.  Daniel,  thaaks  of  CoagrcM  is,  'M. 

fold  medal  «oled  to,  ati\. 
Momiag  Star,  prosecutioa  agaiast  the  cmhouA- 
er  of  the  private  sloop  of  war.  717, 71& 

Gosemei,  a  delegate  from  Kew-Tork, 

graated  leave  (rf  absence,  Ml 
major,  praaMCed,  50. 
Bobeit,  chaivea  refaUive  to'cosBcrcial 
tranaactioas  cxhibiiMlaKaiBS 

180, 1»1 

ptoceedings  of  Coagras  rrb* 

tive  to,  186,  183,19<,1^ 

honorably  aeqaitttd,  SQO 
i^pointed   soperistesdcsi  if 

fennncoj  680. 
not   required  to  diimbc  U 
commercial     csssmio«, 

fffl,b% 

empowered  to  appoisl  mc  n- 

move  his  amisisstt,  oiA 

615. 6U 
esspowered  to  appoist  penv 
to  defend  him  is  hb  ofica! 
capacity,  615,  616. 
form  of  bis  commiMis,  ad 
oath  of  office,  616. 
his  acceptence  noufcd,Cn 
f  See  StqiervHemdat  ^j»oa 
Thomas,  commercial  sgest,  Im  bocb 
and  papers  to  be  delivered  sp,  4i 
Mordret  Pierrs,  report  on  hb  memorisl,  29. 
Morton  Peres,  autnorised  to  proeecntc  die  csb* 

maader  of  the  sloop  Moiaing  Star,  717. 
Mosely  Da\id,  money  advanced  to,  4S,  19. 
Moss  John,  money  advanced  to,  369. 

Mr.  a  delegate  from  South-CaroliiSti^ 
Multrie,  brig.  gen.  his  defend  of  fort  Siitiui, 

'  repreaentetion  rvv<t>iK 

248, 2« 

appointed  comnasderdrikc 

soothem  anBy,^(mp^ 

directions  of  Cossmi  % 

proceedings  on  apnyouwi 
for  the  promoQoa  a,  "^i 

^  738,78 

Mooiy,  Mr.  a  delegate  from  Rbode-Ids«l.  ^ 
Moylan  John,  appointed  clothier-gescral.  611 
BInhknberg  Fiedeikk  A.  a  dele^  froa  ?<» 
sylvania,  216, 389. 
Peter,  briff.  gen.  his  iaakkrv» 
cided,  418. 
Mnlleni,  mi^r,  report  on  the  case  of,  41 

his  ncconnt  revised  by  (he  boin 
oftresaniy,50. 
Mnmford,  Nathaniel,  comm  issioaer  of  tbt  osn* 

ber  of  ncoooati,  987. 
his    acceptance   if**"^ 

Murray  Alexander,  lient.  in  the  ns«y,  648. 

James,  cban ed  with  robbeiy,  kos  oi- 

posed  of,  69. 

William,  penaitted  to  export  protisio* 

to  Bermuda,  615.  . 

Murphy  Daniel  ns.  sloop  Hawke,  appeal  n  v 

case  of,  87.  . 

Muskets,  rampart,  to  be  seat  to  Virgiaa  v 

North-Caroliaa,  616. 
Mustering  departawnC  discontinued,  4S1 

new  regufartiom  cso^ 
fished  for  the  iijf  ** 
ing,and,512io5» 
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NftDltf .  eopy  of  a  letter  from  die  ambassador  to 
'      '     .  France,  of,  JIO. 

proceedings  on,  SIO. 
Nafal  affairs,  Pl<^v  aothonsed  for  eondnciing 
the,  770. 
officers  and  men,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or 
money  equiTalent.  487, 488. 
serving  on  board  oi  different  ves- 
sels, allowance  to,  604. 
Navy  board  in  the  eastern  departmenc,  allowance 
to  the,  4,  SB. 
in  the  middle  district,  members  of 

the,  appointed,  26,  113. 
salarMB  of,  108,  109,  5SS. 
secretaiy  to  the,  appointed,  890. 
stile  changed  to  clerk  and  paymaster, 

officers,  not  in  actual  service,  their  pay  to 
cease,  437. 
form  of  a  commissioo  for.  450. 
prisoners  of  war  in  New-Tork,  supplies 
to  be  furnished  to,  fi35. 
Ifegative,  queetions  determined  in  the,  2,  5,  14, 
15,  18,  20,  21,  38,  41,  46,  48,  51,  67.68,65, 
82,  83,  86,  91,  92,  106,   111,  112,  131,  144, 
158,  160,  161,  169,  170,  174,  176,  178,  181, 
194,  211,  212,  2U,  225,  226,  228,  231,  236, 
244,  »46,  260,  251,  268,  254,  255,  256,  258, 
259   260,  262,  267,  275,  276,  279.  280,  288, 
311    012,  326,  336,  340,  342,  343,  345,  348, 
379,  401,  402,  403,  409,  419,  673,  697,  698, 
699,  604.  605,  607,  621,  €29,  643,  646,  647, 
649,  654,  672,  681,  687,  689,  690,  704,  726, 
727,730,738. 
Neilson  John,  a  delegate  from  New-Jers^,  142, 

146,  146. 
IVelsoa  Thomas,  and  his  volunteer  corps  of  ca- 
valry, arrive  at  Philadelphia, 

II. 
thanks  of  Congress  to,  11. 
a  delegate  from  Virginia,  202. 
Neflbitt  John  M.  agent  for  priies,  bis  services 

dispensed  with,  610. 
Nesmith  John,  money  advanced  to,  672. 
Nco^rille^  John  de,  and  Son,  bilia  of  exchange 

dravm  in  favour  of,  557. 
Jieaviile,  chevalier  de,  brevet  brig,  general,  89. 

bonoraij  certificate,  and 

esrmi^sion  to  return  to 
raace,  given  to,  146, 
376,377. 
Neville^  Mr.  brevet  lieutenant  colonel,  104. 

major  Noirmont,  his  application  for  pro- 
motion refused,  196. 
a|)pointed  brevet  lieut.col.  377. 
permitted  to  return  to  France,  198, 376, 

377,  379. 
to  join  the  southern  army.  242. 
Kevin,  Mr.  captain  of  engineers,  438. 
Ifeweaussion,  equivalent  to  specie,  bills  of  the, 

443,488. 

Hew-Hampsbire,  money  advanced  to,  28, 50, 79, 

672. 
Co  cause  clothing  to  be  made 

up  for  the  army,  49.  ^ 
militia  called  into  service,  65. 
delegates  from,  109, 310,  348. 
.    418,429,517,617,714.      ' 
any  one  delegate  empowered 

to  represent,  136. 
quota  of  eiirbtv  battalions  of 
troops,  223,  432. 
ot   forty -five   millions  of  I 
doUacs,  284.  I 


New-Hamps|iire  grants,  proceedingt  of  Con. 

gress  relative  to  inhabitants 
of,  286,  286,  295,  296,  297, 
398, 306, 350, 363, 366, 366, 
371 ,  438, 444, 462, 463, 464, 
466,  618, 620, 626, 664, 666, 
656,  657, 658, 714, 716, 720, 
729  to  733. 

instructioBs  of  Congress  to, 

371. 

quota  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 373. 

acts  of  the  legislacttre  of,  416, 

430,  461. 

quota  of  supplies  for  the  next 
campaign,  436,  436, 437. 

urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  457. 

information  of  Congress  to  tba 
president  of,  472. 


to  famish  a  soppljrof  provi- 
sions weekly,  619. 
qaola  of  troops  under  a  new 
«  arrangement  of  the  army, 

quota  of  six  millions  <if  dollars, 
payable   in  provisions  and 
specie,  542,  643,  644. 
of  eighty  thousaad  doUars  is 

specie,  668. 
of  six  sMiBths'  pay  of  the  amy 
in  specie,  668. 
New-Jersey,  instmetions  of  Congre«  to^  the  go- 
vernor of,  17. 
money  advanced  to,  23, 66, 95, 1 16. 
delegates  from,  135, 145,  146,  320, 
404,427,6^,664,566, 
649, 694, 695. 
sign  the  articles  of  confie* 
deration,  136. 
quota  of  eighty  battalioBs  of  troopi, 

223,432. 
•a  supply  Massachnsetts  vrith  provi- 
sions, 260. 
quota  of  forw-fiye  millions  of  dol* 

lars,284. 
agent  of  prises  appointed  for^  346. 
monthly  quota  ot  fifteen  milhons  of 

dollars,  373. 
representation  to  Congress  ftom,379. 
to  liiniish  provisions  for  the  army, 

410. 
seal  and  exertions  of  the  inhabitants 

of,  429 
quota  of  supplies  for  the  next  eaa- 

paica,  436,436, 437. 
urged  to  pay  its  quota  often  millkMia 

of  dollars,  457. 
to  furnish  provisions  for  the  army, 

week  ly,  619. 
quota  ofsix  millions  of  dollars,  pay- 
able in  DTOvisions  and  spe- 
cie. 642. 643,  544. 
of  eignty  thousand  dollars  in 

s(iecie,  663. 
of  six  months'  pay  of  the  ar* 
mv,  in  specie,  668. 
empowers  Congress  to  levy  and  col- 
lect impost  outies,  632. 
to  ndse  and  equip  three  thousand 
men,  666. 
New-London,  Connecticut,  sick  American  pri- 
soners to  be  provided  for  at  or 
near,  468. 
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^ew-f  ork,  to  cauM  clothing  to  be  made  up  for 
the  army,  49. 
deientea  from,  128,  Ul,  148,  991, 
^,  406, 438^  452,  568,  652, 692. 
expedition  against  the  seneca  In- 
dians uudert^en  by,  241,  242. 
to  supply  Massachusetts  with  provi- 
sions, 250. 
quota  ot  fornr-five  millions  of  dollars, 

284. 
information  to  the  governor  of,  297. 
instructions  of  Congress  to,  371. 
monthly  quota  of  fifteen  milljons  of 

dollars,  373. 
quota  of  sopplies  for  the  next  cam- 

paign,  435,  4S6j  437. 
to  settle  accounts  of  miliiia,  employ- 
ed on  the  frontiers,  450. 
urged  id  pay  its  quota  of  ten  millions 

of  dollars,  467. 
quotaof  troops  under  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  arm^,  532. 
authorised  to  substiiute  flour  for  beef, 

as  part  of  its  qnou,  537. 
quota  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  in 

specie,  563. 
quota  of  MX  months'  pay  of  the  army, 

in  specie,  568. 
cession  of  western  territory  by,  582 

to  586. 
Nicholson,  eapC.  copies  to  be  furnished  of  oro- 

ceedings  in  the  case  of,  206. 
and  others,  money  advanced  to, 

605. 
John,  elerk  of  the  chamber  of  ac- 
counts, 387. 
his  charges  umust  the  commis- 
sioners, 5&. 
his  evidence  not  regarded,  566. 
his  resignation  accepted,  594. 
Nixon,  John,  agent  for  prises  in  Pennffvivania, 
his  services  dispensed  with,  510. 
brig.ffenenU,his  resignation  accepted ,518. 
Noarth,  col.  his  depositioo  rejected,  167. 

lient.  col.  aepnty  commissary  ol  musters, 
hb  resiiniation  accepted,  242. 
f^ominations  for  office,  how  made,  106. 
Norman,  John,  money  advanced  to,  122. 
North-iunerica,  ordinance  for  incorporating  the 

subscribers  to  the  bunk    of, 

705,  706, 707. 

Carolina,  money  advanced  to,  18,  28,  42, 

46, 52, 61, 79,  80, 117, 1^,  651,  C52. 


North*Carouna  to  i 


ina\ 


troiops  to  SoQtb-CtfoiRj 
and  Georgia,  67, 93, 188, »], 
211,322,363.364,%: 
quota  of  eigb^   bsttsfiosi  oi 
troops,  223, 431. 
»f  forty-five  wUioos  of 
dolhurs,28i. 
representation  rdativt  tshaiU  o: 

credit^  317. 
cpiota  of  fifteen  millioas  of  do]- 

hirs,  373. 
to  sapplvBermuda  witk  prtri- 

siona,  z78. 
to  recniil  and  eqo^BijIar  ud 
White**    reciaicats  of  Itflt 
dragoons,  4CT. 
delegates  from,  39, 40,231,311 
:BS,  409,  463,  470,  »6,  S8l 

Q 
quota  of  aopnlies  for  ibe  ims: 

campa^D,  436, 436,437. 
urged  to  complete  ils  queti  ^ 

troops.  438. 
arms  ana  militniy  stores  sat  to. 

463,464,  696. 
militia  called  into  service,  4S! 
interest  on   loan-oftce  cmi 

cates  to  be  paid  ia,  000. 
to    furaiah    proviflOBS  Cor  ib 

southern  army,  517. 
urged  to  complete  its  ijsota  ot' 

troops,  &n, 
quota  of  troops  under  a  sew  v- 
ransemeat  of  ihs  ifin. 

iC 
of  eigbtv  thonvaod  dslU^ 
in  suecie,  5^ 
rampart  muskeu  to  be  sest  n. 

6U 
act  of  the  legislature  of,  C7i 
Norton  Beniah,  permitted  to  go  into  ?(eW'Toii, 

1(6 

Nourse  Joseph,  secretary  to  the   booid  td  *« 

and  ordnance,  money  sdni* 
ced  to,  6,  23,  26,  27,  38,  ^. 
61,84. 
requests  leave  to  resiga,  45.S9. 
his  resignation  accepted,  59. 
appointed  assistant  andiior  ^ 
oral,  293, 380. 
register  of  the  Titv 
sury,669. 


Otth  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  459.  |  Officers 
of  the  register,  459.  I 

to  be  taken  by  officers  in  the  hospital  de- 
partment, 540. « 
the  superintendant  of  fi- 
nance, 616. 
Office,  nomiBatioa  of  persons  for,  how  made, 

106. 

no  allowance  ofpay,  be.  to  be  made  to 

oersons  out  of,  440. 

Officers,  (or  horses  killed  in  battle,  allowance 

to,  16,44,421. 

ordered  on  special  service,  allowance 

to,  16,44,  4il. 
not  to  keep  horses  within  for^r  miles 

of  the  main  army,  54. 

commanding  regiments,  to  be  accoant- 

abie  for  money  paid  by  their  ordrra, 

-•  61, 

and  soldiers,  wounded  or  disabled  in 

serviGe,provision  for,  68, 69. 


and  soldiers  in  hospitals,  order  fi»r 
discnai)ginf  c  l^ias  9i 
persons  taking  cart  d, 

of  cavalry,  allowance  to,  103. 

in  the  army,  re«uUitiotts  rebliee  ^  ^ 

rank  of  the  1^,  133. 
prisoners  of  war  on  parole,  to  rK«<v 
their  par  asd  ssbid.*- 

tence,  I8D. 

representstiooa  re- 
lative lo,  19119^ 
of  Count  Pulaski's  legion,  215.  ^l^ 
supemumemry,    not  entitled  to  «•!>- 

sistrnce,  216,  217. 
and  privates,  return  to  be  »»^J^' 

S9S.  — ' 
prisoners  of  war.  alkii- 
ance  to,  301,30!. 
of  Colonel  Hvrison  s  reg  oest  ofar* 
tilleiy,  247. 
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Officers  permuting    peraoiw  to   go  witliin  the 
eoeniy's  lines,  proceedings  relative 
lo,^9,2fiO. 
inciiienul  expenses  sllowed  to  recruit- 

log,  277. 
serving  as  sub  and  brigade  iospectors, 

allowaace  to,  320. 
of  artilleryi  apiiointed,  323,  324. 
of  half-pay,  lor  subsirteBce,  allowance 

toaae,  337,340. 
absent,  or  on  farlough,  ordered  to  Join 

their  respective  corps,  408,  6S0. 
proceeding  respecting  soldiers  acting 

as  servants  of^  440, 441. 

of  the  navy,  not  m  actual  service,  their 

pay  to  cease,  427. 

to  be  paid  in  specie,  or 

money  equivalent,  487, 

488,631. 

io  various  departments  of  the  ||overn- 

aent,  salaries  altowed  to  civil,  427, 

428. 
of  sappers  and  miners,  430. 
form  of  a  commission  for  naval,  450. 
prisoners  of  war,  further  aillowance 
to,  460, 451. 
Officers  serving  on  board  different  vessels,  allow- 
ance to  naval,  504. 
entided  to  deficiency  of  subsistence 

money,  in  lieu  of  rmtions,  512. 
half-pay  extended  to  the  widows  and 

orphans  of  deceased,  512.  513. 
salaries  of  civil,  518, 636, 348. 658. 
in  the  hospital  department,  allowance 
to,  530,  531. 

names  of,  634. 
provirion  made  for  supernumerary ,633. 
of  cavalry,  not  to  purchase  horsey  on 
public  account,  without  the  order  q( 
Congress,  646. 
of  engineers,  return  to  be  made  of,  547. 
of  the  army,  prohibited  from  making 
contracts  lor  the  purchase  of  sap- 
plies,  653. 

their   accounts  for    advan- 
ces, to  be  settled,  61 1 . 
exchanged,  or   in   captivity, 
arrangeo     aecordiug     to 
their  reapective  ranks,559. 
in  the  department  ofmilitary  stores,  al* 

lowance  to,  566, 669. 
in  the  hospital  department,  allowance 

to,  565, 669. 
of  the  army,  their  accounts  for  pay  and 

subsistence  how  settled,  61 1 ,  6l2. 
of  the  flying  camp,  depreciation  of  pay 
alldwed  to,  62b. 


Officers  returned  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  their 
expenses  to  be  paid,  688. 
for  pay  and  subbtsteiice^  no  particular 

warranrs  to  i<^»ue  in  favw  of,  701. 
retained    in  service,  return  of  tha 

nauesof,  713, 714. 
and  crews  of  the  frigates  Bon  Homm* 
Richard,  and  Alliance,  prise-money 
to  be  paid"  to  the,  734. 
and  agents,  suits  lo  be  stayed  which 
have  been  brought  against,  736, 7 Jit 
Olcott,  col.  notified  to  attend  Congress,  ^0. 
Olipbant  David,  to  make  niondily  returns,  437. 
appointed  depu  W  director  of  th« 
hospital,  618. 
Oneida  Indians,  goods  ordered  to  be  imported 
Tor  the,  141. 
commissions  granted  to  chiefs  of 
the,  243. 
0*Neil,  Monsr.  tender  made  of  his  services,  de- 
clined, 176,  176. 
Capt.  allowance  as  a  sopernumeraiy 
officer,  to,  580. 

prayer  of  his  memorial  reject- 
ed, 677. 
Order,  questions  of,  decided,  92,  105, 106,  ]66« 
167, 178, 225, 226,  274,  275,  287, 413,  672. 
Ordinances  of  Congress — 

for  regulating  the  clothing  department 
for  the  armies  of  the  U.  S.  231, 232, 

233: 

for  establishing  a  Board  of  Treasury, 

and  the  proper  officers  for 

managinff  tne  finances  of 

these  United  States,  330  to 

333. 
relative  to  the  capture  and  condemna* 

tion  of  prises,  602, 603. 
for  establishing  courts  for  the  trial  of 
piracies  and  felonies  committed  on 
the  high  seas,  606, 607. 
for  regulating  the  treasury,  and  ad- 
justing the  public  accounts,6^,  667. 
ascertaining  what  captures  on  water 
shall  be  lawful,  696  lo  699, 700,  72T. 
Ordnaace,  surveyor  of,  his  duties  and  compeasa* 
tioo,205,  206. 
Secretary  and  paymaster  to  the  Board 
of  War,  and,  380, 381. 
Offood  Samuel,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 

631. 
Oster  Martin,  vice-consul  of  France  at  Phila- 
delphia, 66. 
Oswakl,  lieot.  col.  £leaser,  proceedings  reladve' 
to,  110,  111. 

report  on  a  memorial  of,  222 . 
money  advanced  to,  223. 


p. 


PacaWilliam,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  127. 
his  information  relative  to  foreign 

affairs,  266. 
granted  leave  of  absence,  379. 
apoointed  a  judge  of  the  Court  of 

Appeals,  427. 
his  acceptance  notified,  432. 
Puine  Thomas,  secretary  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs,  ordered  to  attend 
.  congress,  177. 
acknowledges  himself  to  be  the,  au- 
thor of  certain  publications   con- 
cerning   foreign  transactions,  177. 
proceedings  of  Congress  relative  to, 
177,  178,  179, 180, 181, 186. 
resigns  his  office,  179. 


Palfrey  William,  appointed  Consul  of  the  U.  S. 

in  France,  646. 
bis  accounu,  as  late  paymaster 
general,  lo  be  settled,  648, 

666. 
Capt.  John,  permitted  to  go  to  Boston, 
.  OQ  parole,  398. 

order  rescinded,   and  his 
application   referred  to 
Pennsylvania,  399. 
Palmer  Joseph,  his  plan  for  makinc  «alt,  refer- 
red to  MuMUchusetts,  317. 
Papley  — f  a  prisoner  of  war,  erroneous  repre- 
sentation concerning,  362. 
Parker  William,  his  conduct  approved  by  Con- 
gress, 713. 
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Paroles  improperly  given  to  praonen  of  war, 
inquiry  relative  to,  81,102. 
proceedinn  of  CongreM  relative  to  a 
breach  of,  192,  m,  901. 
Farsons,  brig,  general  Samuel  H.  promotedy539. 
his  nicceasful  enterprice  agaiaat  the 
enemy,  thanks  of  Congress  to,  673. 
Faaehe,  capt.  money  advanced  to,  466,  467. 

bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor  of,  467. 
bis  application  for  depreciation  and 
half-pay,  rejected,  672. 
Faneni  William  de,  motion  relative  to,  nega- 

tived,  47. 
PaMes  logo  into  New-TotlE,  to  be  granted  by 
Congress, '  or   ihe   commander  in 
chief,  16. 
Patridse  Oeoree,  a  delegate  from  Maamcbosetts, 

341,631. 
Patterson  S.  endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit,  693. 

lieut.  his  resignation  accepted,  606. 
Patten  R.  messenger  of  Congress,  allowance  to, 

171,369,415,601. 
PMildiBg  John,  avists  to  intercept  and  secure 

John  Andre,  as  a  spy.  641. 
honored  and  rewarded  by  Coo- 
gress.  541. 
Pawling,  malor  H.  nis  resignation  accepted,  217. 
Paymastit.  ueneral,  money  advanced  to,  3,  38, 

48,  49,  68,  76,  90,  95, 

106,  126,227,682,618. 

to  keep  his  office  where  Congress  hold 

their  sessions,  295. 
additional  allowance  to  the,  388,  389. 
settlement  of  accounts  of  the  late,  548, 

656. 
to  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance,  his 
office  abolinhed,  647. 
Pkymaitan  of  renments,  accountable  for  money 

paid  oy  them,  61. 
Peabody  Mr.  a  delegate  from  N.  Hampshire, 310. 

permitted  to  chance  his  vote,  414. 
Peace  with  G.  Britain,  insioioos report  of  a.  472. 
Peery,  capt.William,  his  e&penses  to  be  paioJZSO. 
Peirce  Jooo,  deputv  paymaster  general,  301. 
^  appointed  pay  master  general,  668.(See 

Peaet  and  Coloux,  contract  for  manufactaring 
arms,  &c.  made  with,  173. 

changed  so  far  as  relates  to 
Mons.  Couk>tti,  195. 
Inacice,  cornet  in  col.  Armand's  coips,  666. 
and  CO.  failure  of  their  contract.  593. 
Pena  John,  a  delegate  from  Nortn-Carolina, 

39,40,312,411. 

rated  leave  of  absence,  339. 
,    ,  secretary  and  pavroasterto  the 
navy  board  in  the  middle  district,  230. 
Pennsylvania,  application  to  Congress  finom  the 
executive  council  of,  x9. 
militia,  to  serve  as  goardsin  Philadel- 
phia, 48. 
proctor's  artillery  reffiment,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  quota  of  troops 
to  be  furnished  by,  43. 
application  for  money  from,  47. 
mone^  advanced  to, '60,  61, 88. 
militia  and  rangers  to  be  empk>yed  for 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontien 
of,  114,  212. 
delegates  from,  134,  216,  389,  462, 
463,649,554,666,972, 
692,  691, 694,696. 
to  be  furnished  with  an  abstract  of  the 
last  general  retnra  of  the  army,  149. 
admiralty  court,  proceedings  of  Con- 
gross  on  a  libel  in  the,  219, 220, 221 , 

2». 


Penasy  Ivaiiia  regmsaat,  proeecdhit  «f  C«i|mi 
relative  to  the  thiid,  219,  tS,n, 

qaotk  of  eigh^  hsttalioai  of  trac(* 

borrows  two  milKoas  of  dolbn,  os  » 

terest,230. 
repreaeatatioB  of  theasssBM?fl{,St 

preceedingsof  Coagrcs  os  « cntt* 
ence  held  with,  243, 244, 245. 

to  supply  Massachusetn  viib  ptrr 
sioas,'260, 278. 

Id  supply  fiermiida  with  pmsm 

Itae,  an  additional  brig,  fami  if- 

pointed  for  the,  273. 
quota  of  forty-live  sulliemsf  tfsi, 

1^ 
nmnthly  (|ootm  of  fifieca  wSmai 

dollaro,  373. 
to  furaiah  the  anaj  with  nwism, 

4Kl.d4i 
disputes  between  Viigiaii  ni  4ii 
quota  of  soppliesffor  thsseiicB- 

paigii;4a6,4a6,437. 
to  fornisb  proviswes  iomt  tfoir 

the  narine  of  France.  441. 
ttiged  to  pay  itsqaoca  of  inaiks 

of  dollars,  467. 
to  furnish  provisioBS  lar  ik  nf , 

weekly,  519. 
quota  of  troops,  under  s  mv  >■■• 
rangeneot  or  the  arwy,  5S.^ 

of  eighO'  tboasaaddollars  a  fK 

>* 

of  six  months*  p^  of  dkn;  >( 
^tecie,  668. 
to  send  troopo  to  jaia  the  i^ai 

army,  696. 
to  raise  and  equip  three theaasisn- 

<x* 

new  levies  to ,  leudesfuai  tt  a  ■« 

Fhihulelphia,  669. 
dispute   betweea    Ceaaeetint  v^ 

Packet,  or  General  Adferti»f,«fc' 
sive  pobKcatioBs  in  the,  177. 
Peabbseol,  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  &rhff< 
the  expedition  to.  416. 
measures  takea  tsaiskx^e  Aet^ 
from,  447. 
Penmms  grouted  to  wauaded  or  diasbled  cp^ 

andBokliera,68,69. 
Peters  Riehaid,  his  salary  iacfeaacd,90. 

to  exercise  the  dniief  of «« 
department, pre  tff^'^- 
his  letterenteredoaiht  Jfa** 
of  Congress,  TOJ,*?©. 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  order  for  dw  V^*' 
parture  of   the  vessel  A*****' 
from,  119. 
PetitiottS  and  memorials  to  Coagic9»,  fioa* 
Alcott  and  Woodward,  430. 
AliisoB  WiUiam,  18. 
Babcock  Fhiaeas,  38. 
Aaily  W.  87. 
Bedaulx,  Moas.  125. 
Boyd  Adam,  163. 
Bretigny,  Maroaisde,  3$,  n^  i^ 
Chambers  Steiiiien,  116. 
Cotomhe  Chevalier  de  la,  219. 
Colvin  Patrick,  18.  _  .^ 

Cronis,  ChetaUer  de,  UBM 1^ , 
Cumberland   c<>«o9*  ^^^^'TT^' 

Des  Isaaid  and  Traiims,  S06 
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if odtioas  and  meuoriaiB  ;o  CoagraM,  from— 
Doaiie£lMha,83. 
Dodd  WiUuniyUid  others,  118, 128. 
DiiUiauer  Henrv,25. 
Elliot  Joseph,  &4iS. 
£mesJoho,386. 
Entugn  Sunael,  £tS. 
Esiich  Henrv,  16. 
Gatatheaa  W.  de,  3. 
Galbreath  Thomas,  137. 
Gallard  John,  164. 
Greene  GriAo,  andotheiSyVl,  100. 
Hagerman  and  HoUeabach,  143. 
Uardie  Robert,  163. 
Harper  John,  and  Co.  33. 
Hart  John,  17. 
Hautener,  col.  179., 
Uasen  Moaea,  60S. 
Hele,Jieut.  138,411. 
Holker  John,  434. 
Hopkinson  Francia,  159. 
HurrieW. 
Hurt  John,  37. 

Indiana,  proprietors  of,  369, 360. 
Inglis  Samuel,  166. 
lahabiiants  of  the  Minisinks,  146. 

of  Phiiadeiuhia,  323, 3t4. 
Irwin  Matthew,  and  otners,  41. 
Jewell  Robert,  217. 
Jones  Cadwallader,  153. 
Juenesae  Paadent.  112, 120. 
Knoblauch,  col.  37. 
Leaser,  Moos.  116. 
Lawreace  Rufut,  229. 
Lawaon  Robert,  12, 13. 
it'Eclise  Dominifnie|  99, 120. 
'    Lightboom  John,  137. 
MMpherson  Wm.360. 
Malbooe  Evan,  159. 
Marine  officers,  136. 
M'Allister  John,  461. 
M'Clasky  Patrick,  118. 
M'Nut  Alexander,  74. 
MitchelJ.  66. 
Morgan  George,  369,  360, 373. 

J.  62. 
Morris  Robert,  622.  « 

Mumford  Thomas,  163. 
^avy  officers,  136. 

fiiew-Tork  regiment,  officers  of  the 
fifth,  461. 
agents,  664. 
O'EUers  and  Horn,  3, 76. 
Olmstead  QideoD,369. 
Officen  of  the  6ih  Mew- York  regi- 
ment, 461. 
O'NeU,  Mons.  176. 
Oswald  Eleaser.  110. 117, 222. 
Palfrey  John,  398, 399. 
Patton  R.  171. 
Pennington  Catherine,  68. 
Peptn^Tieut.  676. 
Portail  Chevalier,  42. 
Preston  Elizabeth,  163. 
Rawlinsy  col.  and  others,  33. 
Rice  George,  90,  139. 
Ross  John,  660. 
Smith  JosMh,  168. 
Solomon  Hys«a,  34. 
Sponger  Geoige,  10. 
Spencer  Elihn,  646. 
Sproat  James,  646. 
Steddiford  Garret,  33. 
Stoddard,  capt.  37. 
Sollivaa  Samuel  H.  4. 
SnttoB,  capt.  166. 
Tanaiisoa  Trancis,  76. 


Petitions  and  measorials  to  Congress,'  f mm  ' 
TaykirClaver,  169. 
Teiard  John  Peter,  49. 
Thttlier,  Uroo  de.  97, 164. 
Towsou  Thomas,  17. 
Trent  William.  369, 373, 676. 
TumbuU  WUham,602. 
Vaudaiia.  claimaais  of,  369. 
Vemor  Frederick,  149. 
Vivier  Sureau  du,  264. 
WerU  Mary.  153. 
Wheelock  li^easer,  137. 
Whipple  Abraham,  and  others,  136. 
Widdersheime,  m^or,  383. 
Wilmington  Academy,  corporation  of, 

49Et 
Wilson  J.  676. 
Wright  Elisabeth,  163. 
Wynhoop  Jacobus,  161, 266. 
York  Maqpuvt,  loS. 
Pecdt  Charles,  proceedings  on  a  letter  from,  379. 
appointed  assistant  quarter-mas* 

ter  general,  499. 

allow^  one  or  moie  clerks,  509. 

Philadelphia,  oilier  tor  the  removal  of  hospitals 

ia  or  near,  428. 

appraisement  to  be  made  of  leaden 

spouU  taken  from  citizens  of, 

669. 
Philbuck  Joseph,  and  others,  their  petitions  eon- 

ftidered,  and  rejected^  223,  224. 
Philips  Peter,  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of 
accounu,  112. 
Bfitish  miyor  general,  proposes  a  nego- 
ciation  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  171. 
his  applications   refused. 

189.341. 

ordered  to  his  daee  ot  dee- 

tiaaiion  in  Virginia,  f99. 

permitted  to  go  to  ^iew- 

«.  .  ,     *    .    .    York,  on  parole,  298,390. 

Pickens,  col.  of  nulitia,  a  sword  ordered  to  be 

presented  to,  694. 
Pickering  Timothy,  his  salary  increased,  90. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  90. 
appointed   commissioner  to 
superintend  the  staif  de- 
partments, 427. 
his  attention  lo  business  ap- 
proved t^  Congress,  449. 
appointed      quarter-master 

general,  60S. 
his  acceptance  notified,  608. 
terms  on  which  he   is  to 
^         .  .  serve,  603. 

Pierce  John,  (See  Peine.) 

lieut.  Phineas,  his  resignation  necepted, 

u.  permitted  to  exchange  continental  bills 
of  credit,  246. 
Pilots  for  the  coasts  of  South -Carolina  and  Oeor^ 

gia,  to  be  engaged  in  service,  613. 
Pittsburg,  treaty  with  the  Delawaro  tribe  of  In- 
dians, made  at,  81. 
Plan  for  conducung  the  inspector's  department. 

Plater  Geo.  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  198, 376,' 

622. 
Piessis  Maduit  du,  motion  relntive  to,  negatived, 

lis. 

baa  leave  to  withdraw  from 
the  service  of  the  U.  States, 

114. 

testimonial  to  be  given  in  his 
favor,  114. 

money  advanced  to,  114. 
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FtonlMurdy  sieari  consul  of  Fmncei  in  Soatfa- 

Caiolina,  112. 
Plomb,  rev.  William,  brinde  chaplftin,  allowed 

pay  and  depreciation,  €72. 
Pmoder  of  ionaliitiinta  adjacent  to  Looff-laland, 

forbidden,  310, 311. 
Pollock  Oliver,  commercial  agent  nt  New*Tork, 

allowance  to,  574,  686. 
Polly,  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  stoop,  d4. 
Pomeroy,  R.  salary  allowed  to,  545. 
Ponlgibeau,  Mons.  bill  of  exchange  drawn  in  fa- 
vor of,  115. 
Popc,1ieat.  col.  Charles,  his  resignation  accept- 
ed, 411. 
Portail,  brig.  gen.  do,  money  advanced  to.  53. 

proposes  to  fortify  tlie  har- 

boar  of  Bostoni  171. 

retained  in  service,  ITS, 

173,424. 

appointed  commandant  of 

eiij||[ineers^sappersy  and 

miners,  272. 

ordered  to  join  the  soath- 

em  army.  445. 
measures  taken  for  the  ex- 
change of,  488. 
granted  leave  of  absence, 
644,  685. 
promoted  to  the  rank  of 
major  general,  690. 
P^wtmnnteavs  andvaleie  furnished  omm  to  officers 

at  public  expense,  208. 
Portuguese  snow  and  cargo,  payment  to  be  made 

for  a,  664. 
Postage  of  letters,  &c.  rates  of,  25S,  455, 555. 
Postmaster  general,  mone^  advanced  to  the,  252. 

directions  of  Congress   to 

the,  474, 555. 
appointment  of  a,  716- 
Post  office  department,  an^entation  of  the  sala- 
ries of  persons  engaged 
in  the  the,  252,  416. 
system  for  regulating  the 
^  expenses  ot  the.  652. 
time  assigned  for  tne  com- 
mencement of  a   new 
establishment    of  the, 

692. 
Pasts  in  the  highlands  of  New-Tork,  report  rela- 
tive to  the  loss  of,  22. 
Potts  Jona.  money  advanced  to,  4^  42, 1 13,  ISO. 
to  deliver  up  public  stores  in  his 
possessbn,  537. 
Richard,  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  631. 
Powers,  lieut.  Alexander,  his  accounts  to  be  set- 

tled,735. 
Powles-Hook,  sueceosfdl  attack  on  the  enemy's 

fort  aud  works  atj  367. 
Presideot  of  Congress,  money  advanced  to  the, 

37,97. 
resignations  of  the,  150, 

368. 
eleetion^  of  the,  151,368. 
allpwaoce  madt*  to  the, 
153, 154, 157. 
'  to  prepare  a  circular  let- 

ter lo  the  States,  350, 
3^,353 
his  answer  to  the  speech 
of  the  sieur  Gerard,  8, 
9,361,362 
of  the  chevalier  de  la 
Luxerne,  394, 395. 
to  furnish  copies  <^  pab- 
.  lie  letters,  509. 
provision  made  for  the, 
household  of  the,  594. 


Previous  questions  caHed  for,  11, 19,21,^,44, 

92,  110,  129, 160. 178, 206,  213, 258,  tfftn. 

303,  304, 305, 341,343, 401, 403, 407,67;.':i. 

725. 

Princeton  College,  New-Jers^,  ssffort  aod  te- 

tion  of  Indian  boys  at,  652, 656. 
Prisoners  of  war,  proceedings  rehliw  to  the  n- 

change  of,  4, 36,X, 57. .' 
1087lt8|129,24fi,2«7,:' 
423,  476, 488, 504, Ml.  :^^ 
562,569,e06,6M,6di>.  .1 

to  be  removed  fiws  BosiDt  w 
other  psurts  of  UssmcksMs 

inquiry  relative  to  pwvlA  is- 
properly  gives  to,  81,  KC 

to  DO  removed  to  Chvkm- 
viliO}  in  Albemsrie  conn 
Virwinia,  91. 

barracks  to  be  baih,  asrf  pm 
•ions,  fuel,  be.  provided  k' 

51.  S 

measares  taken  for  s  nef  ^  i- 

provisions,  be.  is,  IH,  % 
regolntions  respectaei^ r r  • 

and  subsistence,  180, 9& 
recommendation   o(  Coifti' 

to  American,  271. 
allowance  to  Americas  oic^ 

and  soIdierB,  made,  301,  >• 
at  Albemarle  bameks,  ii  W- 

giiiia,  oot  alhiwed  lo  vam. 

iantmctioas  to  VitgiiiStithve 

to,  369. 
cam  meal  to  be  fsrsiifee^  h 

>^ 

w      * 

proceedings  relafive  id  the  a 
change,  safe-keepisf.  ^ 
aubsdstaace  tiL  tti,  i-*  ** 

in  New-Tork,  SoeUi-Cartr' 
and  Georma,  proriiiaB  ea-^ 
for,  512. 

to  be  remo^'vd  firosi  Akar: 

barracks,  ia  VirieiBa.  '< 

581,591- 

in  Sootb-Caioliaa,  iBqalP.'^ 
lative  to,  522. 

cruelly  treated  fay  tbe  er-' 

order  for  thesafe-keepii|  *>• 

support  of,  69z. 
not  to  be  harbored  or  kcr<k 

Privileges  of  Congress,  breach  of  the,  131.  If 

Prise  goods,  captured  by  continental  TeweU.  ^^ 
vision  to  be  made  of,  350. 

money  due  m  seamen,  inquiry  isto  tkecaaa 
of  the  detention  of  tbe,  611. 
to  be  paid  to  the  officers  asd  »▼«« 
of  the  frigates  Bon  HooaN  Krhani 
aod  Alliance,  734. 
Prises  drawn  io  the  third  clam  of  raited  dtt» 
bttery ,  to  bear  interest,  248. 
in  New-Jersey,  appoiotmeaief  ss  a|» 
for,  346.  ^    ,, 

broB|;ht  into  Penasvlvania,  bcsw  w  ** 
mtraliy  to  take  charge,  and  ^^^^^ 

ordinanceof  Congress  rebtife  *>*''^ 

tore  and  condemnation  of,  G03}(V. 
agents  for,  (See  Agtiii»\  . 

Proveanx,capt.  Adrian,  fnrkw^  fgrirf  ao^h 
granted  to,  700. 


•  for  tba  «snern  lUiei,  proowlii 

labUTc  (Dm  mfiplj  or,  41,  tSO. 

Ub«  wiiadforlfa*  UN  ofUiB  mra 

takiin  bt  (OTenwrCllBloii.arNV 

Id  b*  rurniifasJltie  mnay,  410,  411. 


be.  ordin  for 
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Prowcit,  Baisr,  bii  coMaitriaa   nrainl,  300, 
^^  319. 

Public  kSdn,  nu  gf,emrid*rad,  6OT,  606. 
Propsnirorthc  United  Sum,  acMurM  ukan  M 

•ecireihe,sn,3tS. 
Pataiki,  (oBDi,  iii(|uir:r  isn  lb*  Mala  af  hii  la- 

conl^laiiii'i  mad*  ^aiait,  M,  rf. 
DMion  raUtir*  ta,  rafarrad,  G8, 
74. 
in   N(W- 


ual,  onlared    to  aiwad  ibc  board  of 

■oqairyiDlo  il>e  claim  oa  wbicb 

tak  bu  bcea  amitc^,  79. 
coiDinlraiunt  nadt  oui  for  officei* 

iBhi.lfgiOD,79. 

oi-deiad  to  L'ttle  Egg  harhor,  BO 
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•rderad  M  Badtfa-Canilina,  IH. 
la  make  rem™  of  reemits,  WO. 
aOcin  ofhit  Iggiim,  115,  SIB.' 
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bii  Ifigion  to  b«  reduced, 41E. 
to  be  ineorporated  irilb  Armiad 
and  Lee'a  eorpi,  547. 
Pierodl,  i«*.  Henry,  bf^fade  chtiplain,  4t9. 
Panen  in  lbs  div)  Hppouisd,  113. 
PBne^r  of  d»  boipiuJ,  anotj  adnoced  to  tW, 
631. 


OurUl,  Dtajot  Jamas,  bis  pctiiian  eoaii 
■lid  lejetied,  301 . 
>r  geMOra),  dlreciiom  of  Coufre** 
I0,SS,11T,  HA,  361. 
hia  depanaeDt,  abuan  al- 
IcBed  10  be    pracliied  in 
the,  108,417. 
iDeiisor«atopre>ent,iltl. 
hta  ilepotiei  and  annamM, 

■llowance  lo,  ITS. 

bia  dcfMrmieniio  be   ander 

the  diircdaa  of  iba  board 

or  war,  401. 

new  rtgulatiom  for  the  de- 

|iarImrnlDrihP,4S3loti7. 

Genrral  Greena  tc- 

fuwi  ID  act  uader 


SLUtbi>rttpd  to  aeli   prapenj 

DOtwasied  forpauIcDH, 

fil5 

freenfpoitare,  leUeratoaai 
fnm  (lis,  676. 

auIhoHied  lo  appoint  aa  ad- 
diiional     iSryttj   quartar- 


Queeo  of  France,  divlitio 
Qncatiam  decldtd  in  tbe 


>6,Sa8, 


^,64S, 
t,6lll, 

4,116, 


30,  31,  III,  170, 166, 

211,916,534,2.10,141, 
156,161,160,306,34^ 


■latea,  598,  604,  611, 631,  639, 

641,  653,  670,674,  677,  688, 

710,  719,  7S0,  7M,  1«S,  739. 

of  onler,  decided,  91, 106, 106, 166, 

167,  17B,  2Sfi,  mfTli,  175,   187, 

413,  cn. 

diiiiionor,  B7,  ISO,  163,  167,  166, 
136, 154, 156,  303,  305,  336,  363» 
3»,  409,419,  644,  649. 
Qoaram  of  tbe  ilalea  not  preteoi  u>  proceed  oa 
i,lte, 103,156,  169.161, 
169, 171. 
QooUiofbilltof  credit,  Btalei  rcnoirrd  topa* 
-'   ■     •■"   ■-'    '"1,  176,  l""    ^~' 


taeir,  171, 174,  173,  iw.iia,  aw, 
184,  573,  614. 
of  eighty  batalioniorirooH,  US,  431. 

of  lea  niil1iDn9  0fdol)Bn,457. 

of  Iroou),  (Uie*  urged  lo  rormrdtbair 

mpeciiTC,  41^8, 700. 
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niltioa  five  bondred  tboaaasd 
ollara,  quarterly,  596,601. 
Df>hreemmioBaordoUar>,e21. 
orcighliaiUiiniiof  doUan,  633,  6S4, 
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Baden  Fasny.  her  spplicatipa  for  leave  to  fa  to  | 

New-Tork,  xgected,  29.^ 
Badierei  Mons.  la,  retaioed  ia  MrvicA  for  ano- 
ther campaign,  172, 17S. 
Bae  Jamea,  deputy  commitfary  general  of  par- 
chases  in  Georgia,  monqr  adTanced 
to,  68. 
Baleigh,  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  on  the 
trial  of  dlie  late  cpmaiandor  of  the 
8l|ip,  5.  '' 

Ramaay  William,  clerk  of  the  chambor  of  ac- 

couott,  387. 

Bandolph  B.  laperinteDdent  of  paper  ibr  kmn 

office  certificatea,  &c.  reagsa,  10. 

Peytoa,  late  preiideat  of  Congreai; 

allowance  to  the  reprebentativesof, 

lff7. 
Edmondi  a  delegate  from   Viigioia, 

S26,  646. 
granted   leave  of  abaence, 

733. 
Banger  I  division  of  prise-goods  taken  by  the  ship, 

265. 

Baagers  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontiers 

of  Pennsylvania,  bounty  allowed  to, 

212. 
Bank  of  officers  of  the  army,  bow  determioed,. 

132, 133, 134. 
Batificatioa,  by  Congress,  of  the  treaties  with 
Trance^  485,  487. 
of  the  articles  of  confederation  com- 
pleted and  announced,  '580,  586, 
to  591. 
BationSi  regulation  of  the  qoantitv  and  price  of 
articles  composing.  33, 34,  !£50, 251. 
form  of  accounts  to  be  exhibited  for 

payment  of  back,  193. 
to  hospital  commissaries,  proceedings 

respecting^  428. 
from  umc  to  time,  value  to  be  ascer- 
tained of,  672. 
Bawllos,  col.  Muses,  bounty  promised  to  new 

recruits  of  his  regiment, 

84. 
his  corps  of  volunteers  or- 
dered to  Pittsbars,  189. 
Baymondis,  Chevalier  de,  application  Tor  his 

passasc  to  France,  126. 
Bcadbead  Geoi^e,  salary  allowed  to,  712. 
Beciuiiing  senice  |HX>moted,  88, 39. 

officers,  incidentai  expenses  allowed 

to,  277. 

Beed  Joseph,  a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  bis 

information   relative  to  George 

Johnstone,  British  commissioner, 

13. 
James,  paymaster  and  clerk  to  the 
navy  board,  money  advanc- 
ed to,  85. 
commissioner  of  the  navy 
board,  113. 
Thomas,  deputy  paymaster  general 
at  Albany,  802. 
Begimeutal  Clothiers,  allowance  to,  245. 
paymasters,  directions  to ,  440. ' 
surgeons y  tneircompensatbn,  737. 
Bcgister  of  the  Treasury,  authorised  and  ap- 
pointed, 666)  6ff7, 669. 
Beidesel,  British  Een<!ral,  permitted  to  go  to 

New-York,  on  parole,  298, 390. 
Beligion  and  good  morals,  measures  taken  by 

Congresfl  to  encourage,  85. 
Benewal  of  loat  or  destroyed  certificates,  378, 

456, 497, 630. 


Beportsofcommitteaa^  a  aewcde  adoplad  n- 

I  spectiogy  402. 

Bepresentation  ia  Coagresa,  ttatessned  to  soi 
afull,6i9r 

BeqaUitioBa  oa  the  sutes,  172,n4,ll&,17(, 

223, 279,  ttO,  »♦,  n. 
457, 458, 514, 5S,  >C, 
M3|  544^  696]  jS6|  6bl, 
6I8,621,6S8,66(,  f;^ 

Besolutien,  proceedinn  relative  to  the  orpoi 

ttie  ship,  73S. 
Bestrietions  on  inlajsa  trade  to  be  takes  of,  M 
Beialiation,  law  of»  eaforeed,  322,30. 
Beveage,  sale  of  the  armed  cotter,  2Si,  S5 
Beynokls,  Mis.  permitted  to  go  to  Esropf,  lU 

ItiCtXr 


Bice  George,  paid  for  ioas  of  asoocf  ai 
tie  of  Brandywiae,  199. 
contract    for   land,  aad  ofK^ 
barracks,  made  with,  141 
capt.  Joseph,  his  resigaatiM  seeth- 
ed. 586. 
Bickman|dogt.W.  left  oat  ia  the  acwami^ 

naeat  of  the  hoi|Biai  d^- 

Baenty639. 

dispoaitioa  of  hoi|Nial  aora  nd 

mediciaee  aadecChecireotJT]. 

directed  tosettp  aadretonte 

acccmau  of  niaries  dM  a 

hospital  officers,  576. 

Bhoods  Jacob,  a  deserter,  recommeadtd  a  ik 

mercy  of  Congreas,  3. 

Bhode  Islaad,  inqaiiy  into  ceases  of  £u1vtaf 

the  late  expedition  sgaisaf  9,  K 

expense,  of  Oie,  to  he  s  costisemi 

charge,  10. 

to  cause  clothiag  to  be  made  ^  tf 

the  army,  49. 
certain  proceedings  of,  ifiprated  bf 

Congress,  87,  88. 
money  advanced  to,  124. 
measures  taken  for  the  relief  of  c^ 

distressed  inhabitants  of,  1S7. 
to  be  supplied  with  piovisioa*,  !11 
apportionment  of  taxes  ksseofd. .)' 
quota  of  eighty  battalioas  of  tm^ 

measures  taken  fiir  the  defesf^  ^ 

265,23*,  -^ 
delegates  from.  111,  3177,  429.  vU 

troops,  barracks  to  be  eiecled  fer  t^'- 

tering,  350. 
monthly  quou   of  fifteen  niflioBS  tf 

dollars,  373. 
qooU  of  supplies  for  the  acst  css- 

paign,  435,  436,437. 
urged  to  pay  its  quota  of  tea  w&f* 

of  dollars,  457. 
quota  of  thx>p6  under  a  new  imoi^ 

ment  of  the  armv,  ^  598. 
of  six  millions  oT  dolkifs,  ps>i^ 

in  provifiioBS  and  ipecie,5U* -^ 

quota  of  eighty  thomaad  dolbrs  J 
specie,  5iS3. 
ofsix  months  pay  of  the  ani«-< 

specie,  568.  .   ,^ 

rent  of  store-houses  ni,  to  be  p**^-  ^. 
Bifiemen  to  be  furnished  by  Peamvlvaw  >' 

the  next  caai^aiga,64l 
Bitter,  lieut.  Wm.  his  resigaatioa  ^f^^ff^  'I* 
Boach  Patrick,  a  deserter,  ncommmOiaj^^ 


mercy  of  Coagrefl)SIO, 


»1 


Dn)BX. 


fi 


Roberdeaa  Daniel,  a  delegate  from  Peonayhra- 

na,  134. 
obtains  leave  of  absence ,  10. 
RochaabeauiConnt  de,  his  conduct  approTedby 

Congressi  509,  510,  606,  679, 

68S 
Rodney  Cesar,  and  Thomas,   delegates  from 

Delaware,  581, 714,  718. 
Rogers,  major  Nicholas,  promoted,  152. 

^  rev.  W.  brigade  chaplain,  new  certifi- 

cate granted  to,  284. 
Root  Jesse,  a  delegate  from  Connecticat,  397, 

OVifm 

Ross  John,  his  accounts  to  be  settled,  1,  2. 
Rottssi  Pierre  Regnier  de,  money  advanced  to, 

449. 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor  of,  449. 


Rutiolph,  I ieut.  promoted,  %7. 
Rum  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  disposition  of,  870, 

392. 

Rnsiia,  recognition  by^  Conjgress  of  regulations 

proposed   ^  the    empress  of. 

•  534. 
Rutgers  Henry,  Jun'r.  nominated  and  appointed 
depa^  commissary  general  of 
must^Ys,  242,  245. 
Rutherford  Griffith,  money  advanted  to,  658. 
Rutledge,  governor  of  South-Carolina,  his  bills 
to  be  accepted  and  paid,  469. 
bills  of  exchange  transmitted  to, 

610. 
information  relative  to  prisoners 
of  war,  given  to,  513. 


s. 


Saffbrd.  ensign  Jacob,  his  resignation  accepted, 

395. 
Salaries  of  officers  of  the  TVeasnry  Department, 

106,380.667. 
of  the  Secretaiy  to  the  board  'or  war 

and  ordnance,  109. 
of  the  Treasurer  of  loans,  174. 
of  the  board  of  war,  navy  board,  lie. 

389. 
of  officers  not  heretofore  established, 

to  be  reported  to  Congress,  424. 
of  the  civil  officers  of  government,  es- 
tablished, 518, 676, 580. 
Salisbury  famace,  in  Connecticut,  not  to  be  pot 
in  blast  at  the  continental  expense, 

242. 
Salt  supposed  to  belong  to  Abraham  Livingston, 

how  disposed  of,  540. 
Sandwich  packet,  reference  to  the  eoart  of  ap- 
peals in  the  case  of  the,  459. 
Sappers  and  miners,  regnlations  for,  224. 

m  and  subsistence  of,  272. 
officers  of,  430. 
Saratoga,  proceedings  of  Congress  relative  to  the 

convention  of,  45,  46,  74. 
Schreiben  Jacob,  permitted  to  return  to  Europe, 

Schuyler,  major  general,  proceedings  of  a  court- 
martial  on  the  trial  of,  85. 
acquitted,  with  the  highest 
honor,  of  the   chaises 
against  him,  144. 
offers  his  resignation^  176. 
renews    the    application, 
227,254. 
con^press  refuse  to  accept 
his  resignation,  228,  229. 
his  resignation  accepted, 

254! 
•  a   delegate    from    New- 

Tqrki  128,  391,  439. 
granted  leave  of  absence, 

406. 

appointed  a  oommisooner 

to  superintend  the  staff 

departmenu,  427. 

declines  acceptance.  440. 

Scott,  brig.  gen.  Charles,  directed  to  expedite  the 

march  of  troops  to 
South-Carolina,  330. 
charged   with   disobe- 
dience of  orders,  388. 
a  court  of  inquiry  to  be 

on,  388. 
his  rank  decided.  418. 
J.  Morin,  a  delegate  from  MewTork,  438, 
'  718. 


Scott  Dr.  bis  resignation  accepted,  566. 

Sc riven,  brig.  gen.  monument  to  the  memoiy  of, 

669. 
Scudder  Nathaniel,  a  delegate  from  New-Jersey. 

135,  142, 145, 146,  169,  262, 

334, 378. 
granted  leave  of  absence,  39. 
Scull  Peter,  secretary  to  the  board  of  war  and 
ordnance,  113. 
notifies  his  acceptance,  115. 
resigns  his  appointment,  346. 
Seal  of  the  board  of  admiral tv,  455. 
Seamen  wounded  or  disabled  in  service,  provi* 
sion  made  for,  68,  69. 
entonraged  to  enter  the  naval  service 

of  the  United  States,  123. 
in  the  naval  service,  to  be  paid  in  spe- 
cie, or  money  equivalent,  487. 
bouni^  allowed  to  able  and  ordinary,  488 
conditions  prescribed  for  the  exchanm 
of  British,  562.  " 

of  the  United  States,  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  detention  of  pnte-money 
due  to  the,  611. 
Searle  iiunes,  appointed  a  member  of  the  navy 

his  resignation  accepted,  73. 

a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  134, 

389. 

sammoned  to  attend  Congress  in 

the  case  of  brig.  gen.  Thompson, 

162. 
Secrecy  enjoined,  19,  20,  63. 
Secret  committee,  tu  close  their  accounts,  44. 
Secretaiy  of  the  board  of  war  and  ordnance-— 

Joseph  Nonrse  resigns  as,  45,  59. 
salary  allowed  to  the,  109, 302. 
Peter  Scull  appbintecL  113. 

resigns,  346. 
to  the  marine  committee,  autho- 
rised. 68. 
Benjamin  Stoddart  appointed,  346, 

of  the  navy  board  in  the  middle  district, 

appointed,  230. 
of  tne  boanl  of  treasury,  authorized, 

200. 

appointed,  200,  295. 

hissalairy,200,  295. 

of  Congresa,  directed  to  purchase  as 

'  atlas,  86. 

to  answer  a  letter  from 

SirHefl.Clintoo,73, 

74: 

to  summon  witnesses 

in  the  case  of  brig.gen. 

W.  Thompson,  130. 


1» 


^HW^. 


Secretwy  of  CoACT^M  exainiued  relative  io  T. 

Paine,  179. 
h'n  salary,  438. 
to  senl  'and  counteivigB 
marioei      commiisiondi, 

648. 

pew  duties  aawgned  to  the, 

^15,717. 

his  salarr  incmi««(l,  716. 

^CfioftifB  afTairs,  authorised,  664. 

'day  ast»gned  for  electing  a, 

630. 
appointed,  657. 
his  letters  free  of  postaire, 

687. 
granted  leave  of  abseore, 
^  733. 

new  regolatioDs  for  the  de- 
partment of,  715, 716. 
rejerences  and  dtrectiousi 
loth«,682,686,692,693. 

734. 
letters   and  reports   from 
the,  693,  717, 7;J3. 
at  war,  authorized ^  575. 

h  is  duties  and  fiowers,  575. 
his  salary,  576.  673. 
references  and  directions  to 
the,  694.  696, 705, 708, 713. 
letters  and  reports  from  the, 
700, 701,  704, 704, 707,  713, 

735. 
leave  of  absfmce  granted  to  the, 

713. 
salaries  allowed  to  bis  assist- 
autu,  7U. 
of  maripe,  authori:(ed,  575. 

h  is  duties  aud  powers,  575, 

576. 
bif  salar>',  576,673. 
appointed,  582. 
general  M^Dougall   not  exp^ted  to 
accept ihe  ap|>QiutnieDt,  (iC4. 
Seditious  papers  circulated  by  the  British  oom- 

oiis^ioners,  89,  ^. 
proceedings  of  Congress  on,  90, 

91,107,108. 
ScKton,  lient.  George,  his  reMgnation  accepted, 

625,  526. 
Sharpe,  Wiliiaq,  a  delegate  fram  North-Caro- 
'  Una,  261, 533. 
Sbec  Johif,  commisaoner  for  destroying  bills  of 

credit,  248. 
SbefbiU  Mordecai,  his  claim  (or  a  share  of  the 

b  risantine  Hincbipbrook ,  51 9. 
^el&o,  col.  Elisha*  hi^  regiment  of  cavalry  to 

bo  remounted  and  equipped,  617. 
Sherman  lUgen  ai  delegate  frp«i  Connecticnt, 
^   ^         76,  165,  166,  262,  263,  467, 

629. 

to  attend  the  board  of  war,  113. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  581. 

William,  paymaster  of  col.  Warner's 

i;cyeia^ei^t,  n9t  perwitt^  to  resign, 

Shippen  WilliaVi  the  elder,  a  delegate  from 
-r  rrv         -r-^f  ^PennsjIvaniaT TO,  389. 

jpn.  director-general  of  the 
•     hospital,  money  advaa- 

c(d  to,  IZL 
charges  exhibited  figainst, 

308. 
his  conduct  ioquired  into, 

306. 
acquitted  by  a  court-mar- 
tial,    and    discharged 
from  arrest,  610. 


'^m 


SSS^Bt 


Small  wood,  brig. 


Shippen  WHUaas,  re*in»ut0d  in  his  frflicc,  d<4. 

ordered  ID  head-quaiten,  S9. 
kis  resignation  accq>ttd,j«0. 
Slyil  and  shells  to  be  pro«uled,  499. 
Shrwpp  Hcnrv,  his  resignatioa  j|ccraied,S19. 
Signcrsof  bills  of  credit,  names  of,  10, 11,16.11, 
73,  t09, 261, 264;  274, 88»,  296,  »,SU,  isi 
Stmms,  lient.  col.  uom  his  rcgiweat,  k««c  of  at* 

acnce  granted  m,  5)3. 
bi^  application  not  lo  be  (hisi 

into  precedent, 349. 
his  resignatM)aacccpied,409. 
Skinner,  capt.  of  the  brig,  General  Gam.  k\l4 
in    an    engageoieai  wiik  tb 
Montague,  56. 
provisioD  to  be  made  fiir  kii  f:« 
dow  and  cbiUlrea,  fi6,  U. 
Abmham,  commissary  fenenl  cf  pn- 
eooers,  619. 
to  receive  imppit i  far pri' 
onneif  of  war  is  Ns- 
YorlL,534. 
.  bills  nf  credit  is  hif  kas^ 

to  be  exchnfed,  £14 
npppt^ted  imior  gea.  yi 
manks  of  Cosfmin  j>» 
Smith  Raqphei  commissioner  nf  acconstaaik 

trrsssn,% 
of  thecbakrcf 

aocosais,il!<lS. 

bif  plan  for  the  dispositiosafMli 

01  ei^chaoEe,  di^afrwd  » kf 

Congress,  6a*/,  560. 

S^mve1,jnn.  summoned  to  giTtc«ide«i 

in  the  case  of  brw.  j^en.  TboHtpBOs,  l£ 

Alexauder  LawsonJiis  resigDsoos  acofi' 

ed,  617. 
rev.  Hezekiahi  brignde  chaplais,ft. 
Meriwether,  a  oe legate  tnm  ViniaiitSi 
73,^9. 
informatioo  givfa  m  Coacicn  ^, 

r4 

his  application  refiised,  279. 
granted  leave  of  abseocs,36S. 
Thomas,  a  deleente  fhMn  Fesss^.Tuia, 

comminsioner  of  toaas  is  ?<» 

nlvan^  directiost  ts.  ad& 
fnoorsar  or  new  failb  oictti, 

Isaac,  money  advanced  to,  641. 
Bubert,  ageni  at  the  Havana,  not  wivi 
.     letters  ^  marque^  be.  TfA. 
lieut.  col.  VVUlinm,  sub-iaapeclBr  of  m 
ariny,559. 
Soldiers  inlisted  to  aerre  daring  ths  wir,gf*»' 
ty  allowed  to,  310. 
aciii^  as  ser«'aais  to  oficcfs,  fsecccv 
■  ings  respecting,440, 441. 
Soatb-Caroliaa,  money  advanced  10,66, pi, fi 

militia  called  ia«)senicc,(7- 

Icoopa  qig^  the  9am  tta*" 
tiooa  as  odwr  forest  oi » 
United  States.  125. 

instructions  of  CsBfrBWjott 
presidpi^  of  the  «tate  •G  ^ 

appprtionmeat  of  tof«  *^ 
fijom  Rhode-MsBd,*»^  «<^ 
to,  216.  ,.     ^f 

tppUk  of  eigfaiy  bsiBdK*»« 
«roops,225,^ 

of  foriy-6»a  *»*  ^ 
dollars,  284 


IB  ba  ra-inbnned  ibr  Bilimj 


MOMta^  qaoia  of  f 
li«*«rdoltan,3T 


M  dollan,  373, 

mmboriHd  lo  pay  Tor  floar  u>d 

riea,  proTMitd  Tor  ibe  tmji, 

iMkar  10  In  pitibMid  to,  381, 

38S. 

IhaMi   Brd««d  fram  Bgatea 

tb,S87. 
■Uiiu;  Mgtw  U  b*  hu  in, 
388,399. 
M  ■akaadnKNvf  moMj  OS 

aoeovii  of  Ifaa  Uxe*  to  ba 

raiwd  in,  433. 
qoDM  of  Hipplin  for  ihs  atit 

canpvfii,  435,  436,  437. 
~--  -■-  ■-    -•    t  iM^jMU  of 


ofwwja.elt. 
iaquirj  iaio  i 

qooii  of  troii|ia  oniltr  >  sew  u~ 
niniBCal  of  Iha  arsiT,  532, 

He. 

praceadinn  relu  in  to  di  n  rei*- 

cdci(iHaaof,648,6ST. 
(ii  month!'  paj  il  lowed  to  laH 


SMikM*  «rB)  la 


w  ba  aaplwd  ■■>&  ftaar, 
of  Uw  U.  S.  to 


Spacia,  aanl  •Scan,  fee.  laba  paid  io,  or  n 

■E^  aquiwtaei,  4S7. 

oonpHrMin  nloe  of  new  billa  ofci 

■1^  ia,  488. 

Speadwfll,  ■DD*,  diifHMlioa  ofbareufo,  1. 

9pgac«r  Jowpk,  a  dakpua  tma   C^wslkiH, 


9f>riiwfiald,  Mm 


ibiTScla!! 


•rf^-a-j-- 


nu,  ui   DPDrcn 

oScanat,MO. 

fagulatiain  lor  tba  U- 

boiMorr  at,  661. 

Suffdepartmcnti, 

tboriicd  f«  ie."4M7 
Stnrfc  Bdbart,  iaipdijr  raUiiia  lo,  676. 
9lii»»,  raoeia w»(U*to»  tS  CoapeM  ratpactinf 


Maftlit,4W,4n. 


tioit  reUtin  to  raqnistio 


83,  86,  Bfi,  SI,  106,  no.  Hi, 
IH,  131,Ue,14«,nT,IA(, 


wUh  b>M»ll«l  iaandiMiMd 

hiUa  of  cradil,  rapon  to  b« 

>adeaf,6H. 

■r»d  n  aaad  &  ^  mpraaaiik- 

IHM  lo  CongrcH,  £69. 

■nyMilHWM  on  tba,  ITS,  174,  m,  116, 

113,  ns,  ISO,  184,773,  4ffl, 

468,  614,  63i,  Ml,  613,  M4, 

B9S,  696,  G01,  GI8,  611, 618. 

Sfc  Clw,  Mj«*  CHMral,  proca«lioga  of  a  (Mrt. 

Barlisl  OD  tha  liHxl  of,  8S. 

,    <<a»MiilnTiid  br     Coniraia, 

n,  158. 

Wqained.  with  tha  bigbaal  hooor, 
of  lb*  thaiwa*  ii^nU  him,  IS8. 
diraoliou  of  CoDgrtn  to,  669, 


•ppaiatad  brarM-major,  101. 
Staal  Archibald,  drpoiy  quaner  nuur  gCDcnl, 

pnMirtdiogi  of  a  courl-nar- 

lial  in  tha  caK  of,  148. 
Supfaei  I>«*id,  K.  KhooBBT  John  aod  9alb, ». 

pMliaihacaMof,  99. 


lir 


INDEX 


Sterem,  lieateol.  of  ardlteiT,  ISi. 
Steuben,  baron,  ordered  to  Riiode-Ijlandi  36, 37. 
money  advanced  u>,  37. 
fbnns  a  mrsfem  of  refuladoas  for 
die  inuntry  of  the  V.  Statet, 

257. 
bflit  of  exchange  drawn  in  favor 

of,  439. 
continued  in  nee  tor  general  of 

the  anny^  6&5,  lit. 
ordered  to  join  the  ■onthera  ar- 
my, 640. 
Stewart  Charlet ,  commissary  general  of  imaes, 

money  advanced  to.  23. 
directions  to,  648,  649. 
mnjor,  honored  by  Congress, 

329. 

St.  Hibiire,  siear  de,  viee-consnl  for  the 

port  of  Alexandria,  in  Virginia.  311. 

Stirling,  lord  fOiajor-general,  directions  or  Con* 

grew  to,  103. 
SlDekbridge  Indians,  tiieir  application  referred 

to  New-York,  734. 
Stockton  Saauel  W.  allowance  to,  45^,  459. 

balance  dne  him  to  be  paid, 

636. 
Sloddart,  capt.  report  on  his  petition,  9. 

obtnins  a  furlough  to  go  to  F  ranee , 

191,191 
his  resignation  accepted,  254 
Sloddart  Benj.  secretary  to  the  board  of  war, 

346,347. 
hie  resignatioo  accepted,  677. 
Stone  Thomas^  a  delegate  from  Maryland,  67. 
Stoaey  Point,  information  of  a  snccestfol  attack 
on,  329. 

distribntion    of   military  stores 
taken  at,  329. 
Storey  William,  his  salary  established,  4. 
John,  allowa*ice  made  to,  660. 

his  farther  services  dispensed  with, 

657. 
Stoangeways,  capt  application  in  behalf  of.  97. 
Streeper  John,  dec  ision  on  his  case  deferred,  426. 
Siroop,  lient.  Henry,  his  resignation  accepted, 

663. 
Stnrges  Jonathan,  his  claim  for  damages  post- 

DOoed,669. 
Sabeistence  from  Congress,  supernumerary  offi- 
.cers  not  entitled  to,  216, 217. 
to  officers,  rates  of  articles  necessary 

for,2fi0,261. 
allowance  to  officers  for,  340. 
money  in  Ken  of  rations,  officers  en- 
titled to  deficiencT  of,  612. 
8«ar  belonging  to  the  United  States,  dinosi- 
tion  of,  370. 392^  421,  462, 461. 
imported  in  the  Ihgnte  Confederacy,  in- 
quiry respecting,  488. 
Salts  agaiast  officeiy  and  agents,  to  be  stayed, 

736,737. 
Sallivaa,  mi^  general,  thanks  of  Congress  to, 

60, 375. 
anthorised    to   accept 
the  resignation  of  of- 
ficers,76. 
reflections  on  the  board 
of  war,  in  general  or- 
ders Of,  347. 
offers  his  resignatfon", 

389. 
proceedings  respecting, 

his  resignation  accept- 
ed, 4<5i5. 


Sidlivaa,  major  geaeral,  a  deWgne  Inm  Urn- 

Haapihire,  517. 
aUovaace  11.01 
deoredstiosrfpfie 
fasedtD,fil,Gi 
capt.Ebeaeser,  io<|aif7  akm  m 

Soaaer  Jethro,  nonioated  sad  npaimikii. 

general,  169, 19. 
Job,  appoiated  cwptaa^  246. 
inforBMtiOB  fives  Is,  5aS. 
Sumpter,  general,  artioa  ueieees  de  fcioA 

col.  Taru;ton  arid.  538. 
Sunbnry,  in  PenniylvmBia,  a  gwrd  lek  IM» 

ed  at,  338. 
Superiacendeat  of  fbance ,  anihor)ttd.£9l 

his  <banmip0se^ 

his  fahfi,IK. 
appoaied.5SL 

bis  mcnomn  m- 
€ed,^. 

my  sypsal  t  not* 
tsfv,  GR 


tioss  fs  tte,  0^ 
637,63B,CJ9.t«, 
644,646,(91,01, 
n60f  €S4y  vSkf  Wf 

672,f73,(H^ 
678,68S,Cn,fH, 
695,  TOI.Ttt.  ni 

723. 7H  ^^ 

letters   sad  le^ 

fromthr.Sn.eS, 

660,613,(71^ 

TS 

letters  to  ad  6« 
tfae,£te»srpoM. 


Surgeons,  coipensatioa  of  regisMetil,  w 
Surveyor  of  ordaaaoe,  hia  duties  and  coefi 


tion,  206,206. 
Surreyora  of  the  poet  oAce,  alkiwBice  %  Ci 

Susannah,  appeal  in  the  csee  of  the  Mg.  ft 
Susquehanna,  sale  ordered  ofcontiseaidMii 
ator  upon  the  river,  tfl. 
dispete  CDaoemiag  Isadi  si  * 
east  breach  of  the,  60. 
Sutton  John,  paymaster  of  the  lst?iigisi»np' 
meat,  allowance  to,  247. '  __^j v 

Sweers  Comelhw,  depnt^  rommiiiyi— *' 

military  storet—    ^_ 
'  charged  with  Bsl-cad^t* 

office,  I.  ^  ^ 

ordered  to bedflie^«JJJJ* 

in  the  gnol  at  fvliAf>*» 

his  charges  agflifiN<Be9>* 
Ftower,  2, 6. 
bis  Mpers  to  be  seised  ssdectf* 

oeavicted  of  fraud  sad  fiMf^J" 
executing  the  dodei  «f  *»  «* 
fice,31.  . 

•    to  be  prosecnted  oe  Matf^ 
United  Stales,  ia  acssrtofl^' 

prirate  papers  to  be  diliw^^ 

Swords,  silver  monnied,  to  be  imported  fm  **' 
rope,  660.  ^^ 

Symshory  mines,  Connecticut,  tobt  «€«■■■ 
a  state  prison,  669. 
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Tabby»  invoice  of  goods  shipped  on  board  the  | 

■choonefi  127.  « 

Table  of  the  conunaader-iD-cbief  tobe  furnished, 

641. 
Talbot,  major  Silas,  promoted,  123. 

appointed    captain   in  the 
uavy ,  362. 
Tallmadge,  major,  takes  fort  St.  George,  on 

Long-Island,  563. 
tribute  of  Congress  to  his 
dbtinguished  merit,  6M. 
Tannehill,  lieot.  Adanuon,  promoted,  330. 
Tarleion,  British  lieut.  col.  action  between  gen. 
Sumpier  and,  658. 
defeated  by  brig.  gen.  Morgan,  fi76. 
Taxes,  apportionment  of  the  (quotas  of,  176. 

for  the  payment  of  specie  on  bills  of  cre- 
dit, recommended  by  Congress,  514. 
paid  by  states,  monthly  report  to  be  made, 

576. 
for  raising  quotas  of  money  for  the  United 
Slates,  to  M  separately  laid,  685. 
Taylor  YeUerton,  w .  sloop  Pollys  appeal  in  the 
^  dhse  of;  94,  iSiT 

«t.  sloop  Lark,  appeal  in  the 
case  of,  94, 101. 
Telfair  Edward,  a  delegate  from  Oeoivm,  456, 

668,672. 

granted  leave  of  absence,  122. 

Temple  John, proceedings  respecting,  40, 41,728. 

lieut.  col.  money  advanced  to,  131,  132, 

139. 
bis  regiment  considered  aa  part  of  the 

Quota  of  Virginia.  131. 
Booert,  balance  of  his  account  for  tim- 
ber, &c.  ordered  to  be  paid,  221. 
Tender  of  bills  of  credit^  how  rqpilated,  595. 
Tents  and  other  camp  equipage  to  be  provided 

for  the  army.  497. 
TemaM  John,  lieut.  col.  to  inspect  the  troone  in 

South-Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, 68. 
mooey  advanced  to,  76, 77. 
to  be  furnished  with   two 

horses,  537. 
his  appointment- in  col.  Kr- 
mand's  legion,    referred 
to     the     commander-in- 
chief,  070 
Teniay,cbevalier  de,  admiral  of  the  French  fleet, 

504. 
Territory,  cewoQ  and  relinquishment  of  western, 

682  to  586. 

Thanksgiving,  days  set  apart  for  a  general,  117, 

124, 125,  U6, 776, 377, 378, 537, 638, 668,^80, 

681. 
Theatrical  entertainments,  measures  taken  by 

Congress  to  suppress,  8d,  92. 
Thompson  John,  endorser  of  new  lulls  of  credit, 

*  693. 

Thomas,  late  commander  of  the  ship 

Raleigh,  proceedings  of  a  court- 

reartial  on  the  trial  of,  6. 

brig.  gen.  Wm.  charge  ^hibited  a- 

gainst,  129. 
oraercd  to  attend  at 
the  bar  of  Con- 

attends,  and  denies 
the  charge,  130. 

insnlting  memorial 
of,  131. 


Thompeon,  brig.  gai».  Wm.  deckred  guilty  of  a 

breach  of  privilege, 

lege,  131. 
beara  in  his  defence, 
132,  166. 
his  apolofgr  accepied 
assatislactory,i66, 
168. 
pefmitted  to  retire 
into  the  oountry, 
on   parole,   as   a 
prisoner  of  war, 
298. 
Thulier,  baron  de,  permitted  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope, 192. 
money  advanced  to,  198. 
Tilghman  Tench,  lieut.  cobnel,  623. 

aid-de-camp  lo  gen.  Washing* 
ton,  679. 
Tobacco  on  West  River,  Maiykod,  bow  dimioiod 
of,  35.  —I— — 

embargo  eluded,  by  transportation  fraa 

Mar}' hind  of,  64. 
on  board  the  bng Braxton,  to  be  8old,62» 
tobe  remitted,  on  the  requisition  oi  M. 

deFrancey,  186,300 
lo  be  disposed  of  for  the  relief  of  prison* 

ers  of  war.  616,  623. 
to  New-York,  passporia  granted  for  tho 
exportation  of,  717. 
Tory  prisoners  taken  at  King's  mountain,  how 

disposed  of,  649. 
Toosard,  mons.  in  the  late  action  on  Rhode- 
Island,  gallaat  conduct  of,  103. 
appointed  orevet  lieot.  col.  and  a  pan- 
sibn  granted  to,  103. 
Tracy  &  Co.  cloth  and  trimmings  for  the  army, 

purchased  of,  539. 
Traverme,  capt.  to  be  paid  for  services  done,  by 

order  of  gen.  Gates,  646. 
not  to  hold  any  military  rank  in 
the  army,  549. 
TreadweU  and  Penhallow  «•.  brig  Susannah, 

appeal  in  the  case  of,  83. 
Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  Michael  Hille- 
gas  appointed.  Ill,  669. 
to  deliver  gold  ana  silver  coins  to  tho 

board  of  treasury,  557. 
authorised  to  pay  interest  on  loan  of- 
fice certificates,  603. 
Treasurer  of  loans.  (See  iYoMcis  Hopkiruon.) 
Treasury,  committee  of.  (See  Board  of  Trtanay^ 
new  ai^rangement  of  the,  30, 33, 46,  &, 
60, 70, 71, 72,  330  to  333. 
officers  of  the,  authorised  and  appoint- 
ed, 70, 1 1 1 ,  331 ,  380. 
their  duties,  70,71,72, 
331,332,333. 
their  salaries,  106,  380, 
427,428. 
allowed  a  secretary ,200. 
apartments  to  be  rented  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  tiie,  611 . 
and  adjusting  the  public  accounts,  or- 
dinance for  regulating  the,  666. 
Treaty  of  amity  and  commercf ,  >   „.,.  p^.^^ 
-        ofaUiaice,  $  ^»">  France, 

113,176,425, 

476,   477    to 

484,486,486, 

487 

■ade  at  Fitubuif ,  with  the  Delaware 

Indians,  81. 


hi 
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IVo«p  Robert,  appoiaied  Secretary  to  tbe  Boerd 
of  TreSMry,  295,  S86. 
his  resifiiatioii  acc^Hed,  431. 
IMmmi.  eept  de,  hie  appttBerioa  rifeeedy  90C. 
ThmbiImm  JoeethMi)  jun.  cooiptroller   of  eke 

TreaMiry,  111. 

to  settle  the  accoonti  of  the 

late  Coouaitsanr-feaeral, 

t68,S69. 

allowed  the  aiB  of  additional 

aecouataotsor  clerks,  920. 

Iumih|  deceased,  late  coiuiiiiswaiy* 

feaeraljallowaiioe  to  the  represeat- 

atisM  of,  139, 240,  Ml. 


TraaaMll,  frigate,  to  be  ittcd  est  os a eraafct 


pat  aoder^dinciiBiiffc 
saperowsniisi  ■  wttttf 

Ticker  Jobs,  vs^  ship  LtTeva^  ^iH  h  *r 
ease  of,  434. 

Tuesdays,  Tbttradays.  aad.  9tm^  s  no) 
week  SH  apart  tbr  fBaacnlhB9isM»,b,1i 
Turaer  Qeovfe,  emamimuy  of  (rasen,  it' 

cbai^fsd  lisMMCi|Sft- 


iofy^Tlfi. 

Tapper  eol.Hes^in,  his  ap|icatat  nM 
to  Miwsachustwa.  649. 


tJiilad 


V. 

10  the  State*  geaerai  of  Ae,  MS. 


V. 


iTaleoaT  neat.  pttMMlM,  i4Ei« 

Vallaaoe,  lieot  his  resifaatioa  accepted,  S73. 

ValaatioB  of  Knds,  proceedings  of  Congress 

relative  to  a,  93, 94. 
ITaadaha,  neaorial  fross  clhioMBts  of,  309. 

IHioeis,  he.  land  companies,  proceed- 
ings  relativoio  the,  681. 
Vaadre  ebevalier de,  aioney  advanced to«438. 

peraiitieo  to  return  to  JTrance, 

438. 
Van  Dyke  Nicholas,  a  delegate  from  l>elaarare, 

41,13!,tSl,371.4B7,65r 
capt.  lieot.  granted  leave  or  absence, 

380. 
Abraham,  lieot.  oi  marines,  499. 
^Faa  Honn,  rev.  Mr.  brigade  chaplain,  316. 
Van  Shaick,  col.  thanks  of  Congress  to,  271. 
Van  WaK  Isaac,  hoaored  and  rewarded  byCon» 

gress^541.  

Varley  Felix,  amfilor  of  army  acctwmts,  909, 

387. 
Varnom  brig.  gen.  offers  «»  resign  hit  conunit- 

sion^  IM. 
his  rpstgnation  accepted.  217. 
James  M.  a  delegate  from  Rhode-fsland, 

fi66. 
granted  leave  of  absence,  692. 
Venaont,  proceedings  of  Congress  relative  to  a 
proposed  new  state  under  me  name  of,  285, 
286,  295,  296,  297,  298,  308,  360,  363,  365, 
366, 371, 438, 444, 462, 463, 464, 466, 618, 620, 
626,  634,  654,  655,  656,  667,  668,  714,  716, 

720, 729  to  733. 
Vemie,  mont.  mi^}or  in  Fulaski*s  legion,  209. 
Veroer  Frederick,  proceedings  of  a  codrt-mar* 

tial  relative  to,  20, 36. 
Vessels  of  war,  to  be  equipped  and  fitted  oot  Ibr 

service,  z6, 667. 
to  be  purchased,  26. 
lost  or  eaptured,  reeulations  res- 
pecting, 431 ,4;». 
form  of  commission  to  command- 
ers ofpritate  armed,  452. 

instmctioDs  to,  453, 

454,455,606,609. 

regnlatioas  proposed  Relative  to  the  rigbu 

of  neutral,  634. 
clenraooes  by  whom  undersigned  and  cer- 
tified, of  nnned  and  unarmed,  619. 
Vice  consols,  regulations  respecting,  668. 
Vienoe,  roons.  le,  for  leave  to  go  to  France,  ap- 
plication of,  1(^. 

Viper,  proceedings  of  Congress  in  the  base  of 
the  ship,  377.  t, 


VifgiBia. delegates  fh>m,  2S>  26ti9B,  S, tH 

to  send  troops  to 'Sosih-tMMM 
CeorgiarJ7,»,  MS,  »,«.■[ 

■oaey  adraaccd  to,  80^  9^^^ 

militia  to  be  paid.  98. 

quou  of  eigk^  baniBBBf  i^«9 

ban  of  anna  iVov,  iW9.  ^  ^     ^^ 
?ii|kia  ID  sapp^  MassachBseta«iAf«M 

*»S(»* 


fatifiea  tha  aitidea  of     -^  ^ 

quota  of  ftMrty-flra  siflMM^^.^ 
wanioa  and  oatrafBoasbsitsBqew 

enemy  in,  289. 
instractwns  of  Coagnsili^SK 
to  be  supplied  with  provisHmhfvf 

hmd.  371.  ^ 

moathhrqsNMa  of  iftsca  wMmt't' 

lars,  373.  ^ 

to  Aimisfa  provaioasispriMsaMi*!^ 

at  Albeaiarle  batrscks,37MJfr 
to  saspend  the  gram.  sBh,sriMB^ 

of  naappropr&ted  faad^  90)  Bi» 
to  prwaat  intrasioBS  sa  Isnit^ 

to  fbrntsh  pfonsioas  Ibr  Che  tf^^ 
troops,  peocoed  iaga  of  Cssfisa  K^ 

ing,  412, 413,  «1, 411  .^ 

dispotes  between  FeaaiyMB"'^ 
empowers  any  oas  of  ihs  ddt^"*! 

la  give  the  vole  of,  4l8w  ^ 

quota  of  sapplies  for  **"g*3!ff 

arfsd  to  complete  its  qsM*  ^*9 

•0  pav  its  qaols  of  l«i  •^"•^ 
ooi  hirs,  4ff7.  ^ 

to    give    infbrmalioa   rtf^fV 

French  fleet,  464. 
mi  litia  called  iaio  ssfriee,  4^    ^ 
,  to  recruit  and  eqaip  coL  8^*. 
White's  ngimM  of  S&  ^ 

reerttits  ordeied  to  jois  the  it^'^*' 
my,603.  ,lj 

bahioce  of  qaora  of  Its  aii^  •  "^ 
lars,  how  applied,  AOi 

remonstranee  of  the  fvssfti 
of,  considered,  516,517- 
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Vii^ioia  urged  to  eauip  and  hasten  the  march  of 
troopti  517. 
quota  of  suppliea  increasedi  618. 
to  farniah  mppUet  to  priaonera  of  war, 

fiZl. 
quota  of  troops  under  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  army,  698, 688. 
of  six  millions  of  dollars,  payable 
in  provisions  and  specie,  64t, 

of  eighty  thonsand  dollars,  6(63. 
establishment  of  a  hospital  in,  673. 
to  appoint  suitable  persms  to  settle  col. 

Wood's  accounts,  601. 
rampart  muskets  to  be  sent  to,  616. 


Virginia,  act  of  the  legidatnre  of,  646. 

ship,  her  cargo,  how  disposed  of^  t. 
yivier,chetalier  Snreaudu,  hi«  applksation  re- 
fused, S64. 
Volunteer  cavalry,  enoouragementgiven  by  Con- 
gress for  raising  and  equipping,  604, 606. 
Volunteers  under  col.  Rawlings  to  be  inlisted 
for  the  war,  ordered  to  PittdNinr» 

for  the  defence  of  South-Carolina, 
eorps  of  French,  S49. 
Votes,  delegates  permitted  to  change  their,  414. 
Vrigny,  mons.  de,  his  resignation  accepted,  97. 

to  be  paid  the  balance  doe 
him,  104. 


w 


Wabash,  Illinois,  and  Indiana  bmd  companies, 

OT6, 6T7. 
Wadsworlh  Jeremiah,   commissary  general  of 

purchases,  money  ad- 
vanced   to,    SS,   92, 
101,118,113.369. 
stalement    of  bis    re- 
ceipts and  expendi- 
tures, 89. 
offers  his  resignation^- 
not    accepted,    300, 
301. 
has  leave  to  resign  on 
the  1st  of  January, 
1780,  406. 
directed  to  settle  his  ac- 
counts, 405. 
desired  to  continue  in 
office  until  bis  suc- 
cessor shall  have  ac- 
cepted, and  be  duly 
qualified,  408.  ' 
directions  of  Congress 
UK  514. 
Wagoners  to  serve  during  the  war,  inlistment 
of,  authorised,  227. 

resolve  repealed,  263. 
to  serve  for  nine  montiis,  or  dur- 
ing the  next  campaign,  263. 
allowance  to,  308. 
to  be  exempt  from  militia  du^|308. 
Wagoa  matteirs,  pay  allowed  to,  273. 
Wafions,  allowance  for  the  hire  of.  499. 
Wales  Eleaser,  commissioner  orsccounts,  in- 
structions to,  186, 263. 
his  resignation  accepted,  466. 
Walley  Thoasas,  endorser  of  new  bills  of  credit, 

616. 
Walton  George,  a  delegate  from  Georgia,  466. 
War,  secretary  at.    ([See  Secretary.) 
Ward  Joseph,  commissary  general  of  purchases, 

449. 
Artemas,  a  delegate  from  Massachusetts, 

framed  leave  of  absence,  632. 
homas,  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
admiralty,  402. 
declines  tiie  appointment,  442. 
Warren  James,  late  major  Eeneral,  provision  for 
the  younger  children  of^  474, 476. 
John,  accepts  the  office  ol  hospital  phy- 
sician, 5o8. 
division  of  prise  goods  taken  by  the 
ship,  266. 
Washington,  general,  directions  of  Congress  to, 
34,  37,  39, 43, 48,  63,  64,  66,  87,  91,  97,  107, 
110,  122, 129, 131, 142, 190, 192, 196,204, 216, 
218, 224,  227, 242,  243,  244, 248, 260, 272,  298, 
308,  341 ,  343, 364, 368, 373, 388, 389, 396, 399, 
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Washington,  gen.  direetionsof  Congress  to, 

406,  408,  4£E,  424,  432, 
434,  440,  461,  467,  471, 
472,  488,  603,  604,  622, 
633,  634,  638,  646,  646, 
647,  648,  660,  666,  669, 
660,  662,  606,  609,  617, 
664,  667,  668,  669,  662, 
664,  682,  704,  718,  719, 

726. 
attends  Congress,  160,  694. 
a  committee  appointed  to  con- 
fer with,  16b. 
^  gives  information  of  a  success- 

ful attack  on  Stoney  Point, 

329. 
thanks   of  Congress  to,   329, 
367, 3767381,  679,  682. 
his  plan   for   conducting  the 
western  expedition  approv- 
ed 346. 
his  table  to  be  furnished,  641. 
informs  Congress  of  the  sur- 
render of  lord  Comwalljs, 
and  his  army,  679. 
audience  of  leave,  granted  to, 

737. 
major  William,  promoted,  130. 

to  take  command  of 
col.  Bayk>r*s  regi- 
ment, 130. 
Watson,  William,  money  advanced  to,  498. 
Watterson,  capt.  permitttd  to  go  to  Mew-York  oo 

parole.  298. 
Wayne,  brig,  general,  honored  by  Congress,  329. 

authorised  to  impress  pro- 
visions and  forage,  620. 
Webb,  col.  parole  exchange  of,  298. 

Forster,  epdorser  of  new  bills  of  credit, 

636. 
Weed  Elijah,  keeper  of  the  state  prison  in  Phila- 
delphia, 681. 
allowance  to,  616. 
Weedott,  brig,  general  George,  decision  of  Con- 
gress  relative    to   the 
rank  of,  23,  24, 418. 
ordered  to  join  the  south- 
ern army,  466. 
Wells  John,  commissioner  of  the  chamber  of  ac- 
counts. 112. 
his.immcaiate  attendance  required, 

186. 
cpmmissioner  of  an  extra  chamber 

of  accounts,  636. 
his  acceptance  signified,  668. 
information  of  his  death,  658. 
Wentworth  John,  jun.  a  delegate  from  New- 
Hampshire,  109. 


Wan-Fhvid*,  nis  o(  (he  >liip,  464. 

WLIliun,  juB.  to  bcproaectiUd  in  il 

o[  (be  OsiiFd  SiBisa,  663,  Mi. 
Poial,  Nrw-Vork,  alloirucfl  (u  t 
■wadiag  gsneral  •!,  6)7. 
WeiWrB  boBliEn  of  PenHylnnia,  (o  bi 


eapeditioii,  plu  uipratcil  by  Coagresi 


Wbutu  Jdui,gu«berst(lw  lUTy  bo«Tl,hui«- 
ngnation  aoceiMca,  TO. 
COBDuiiaaor  of  (be  nat;  boan 

ii: 

bi>nrigBUKHiiecep(ed,561,56J 

June*,  coapeiled   lo   Hltlc   hi*   ai 

coiutt,64r 
SuBDcl,    ■  delenla    fnai  Dslamn 
TIB,  TSi 
Wtaeu  nrohibiuid  (o  b«  purehMed  Tor  fonue,  &I 
WheakKk  Slcuv,  monev  adTuiced  (o,  1G9. 
Wbip[iIeW.ade1e«uefrDiBNcvH>inp«liire,10< 
camnisaoiMn'  ol  the  board  of 
adminlly,  401, 
White  Lieulcol.  bii  applicuiian  not  cimiplied  widi, 
437. 
Tbamu,(liKbaT|ed  rrom  bii  parole,  334, 
Wbitju  Mr.  bi*  expeneei  rram  Conoeclicut  u> 

Philadelpfaiii,  to  be  paid,141. 
Widdenheims,  major,  affen  hii  Knicei  to  Con- 

EreiB.^No(  accepted,  360. 
Widowl  of  eScen  and  aokiieri  engaged  to  acrre 


halr-pa;  exteDdedto,  SIX,  SI3. 
jn  capl.  AiBoi ,  fall  migDitioD  accepted, 

Jamoi,  apDoin  ted  clotbier-cenenl  Jt9. 
money  adianced  10,461. 


,  caaiga  Edward,  hisreNniWa^C] 

e^418. 
eol.  Otbo,  praccedlnfi  tduin  k. 


WilaoB  Jan**,  adToi 


and  nwxM  )•;  T*! 
nneral  tfliTiad 


1   priu  <*Mci,  <i[i«ir»i  ri- 


ieiniF,  39!. 

e>^DM«(obep«t,ta 
r,  a  delegue   iron  Cmkvi, 


Wood  coI.Jajnefl,  hih 


iBtboriird  H 


WoodConJ  htiR.  general,  his  laak  dfcide 
Thona*.  coBoiiiiioaei  •(  iki 
of  admiralij,  iTt. 

Worlhingtoii  Aaa,  n»r -" 

Wyoming,  PennijJvB 

ed,  5.M,  636. 
Wylbe  GeoiiG,  appointed  a  jodn  of  Ic  « 
orappeaU,4n. 
dnlioea  the  in  oiMaMSM- 


loPbiladelphia,  iTeaa  >kI  i 


jD.  hi>  acconnti  lo  be  •> 
ibert,  money  paid  to,  K 
-   1,  qiieTitiana  decided  I 

19,  10,  11,24,  lT,a 

4S,  46,48,50,51,  If 

64,G3,7S,Bt,B3,  Bi 

105,  no,  111,111,1 

144,  147,  157, 158, 1 

IG9, 166, 167, 166, 1 

172, 174,  I7G,  17D,  I 

I9S,  196,  KM,  SOT,  ! 

Sll,tI3,3H,»),l 

I28,119,230,!33,i 

13T,  933,  S40,  S41,  £14,  2)o,  148, 

550,  251,aa3,lT0,lT3,!(T7,T7a, 

«79,S80,2B4,«J6,I87,  ""    " 

!!W,*9J, 308,303,  SIM, 

307,300,310,311,319, 

319,  331,315.326,331, 

33-1,  33S,  337,  33!),  340, 

344,  5«,  3*7,  340,  3M), 

364,  367, 370,  3TS,  316, 


7,  afi3,  ai,y, 

-   305,306, 
313,  3IH, 

332,  3^3, 
Mi,  3.^1, 


iy»,  383,  384,  385,3^,38!, 
380,  391,  397,398, 401, SB. •! 
404,406,  407,408. C9.41I.'-- 
4M,  415,417,41S,Sn,Sfi'i 

EAc  urr  u»  •^eai,a<-<--'' 
M,6«,c?-'-- 

»,(tt,HlM'. 
!l.«»,«K.'^ 
«,«6.7I».:'!- 


creeled  at,  682. 
IrlaniHof  pri»nen.HW** 

takenat,  535,  6')>.'i^ 
diree(inii«  relalin'  to  |»iiB« 
■t.GOa,  686,6ST. 


I.  HarsMP,  diaebargtd  fron  coaGneaent 


